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UNIT NAME:	CGC BLUEBELL (WLI-313) Second Oldest Cutter in Service

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

CGC BLUEBELL (WLI-313)
6767 N. BASIN AVE.
PORTLAND, OR  97217

COMMERCIAL PHONE # (503)-240-9362			FAX: (503)-240-9363

UNITS MISSIONS: ATON, SAR, Public Affairs, Marine Environmental Protection

Commanding Officer:				Executive Petty Officer:
BOSN2 Juan J. Rivera				BMC Michael Love

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Deck Rigger, ATON Technician, Crane Operator, Boat Crew, Inport Watchstander.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: EOW, Deck Rigger, Crane Operator, Boat Crew, Inport OOD.	

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  1-4 once qualified

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  Same.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Quartermaster of the Watch/Helm/Lookout 1-3

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  Engineer of the watch 1-3

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Unit maintains a 24 hour watch.  Maintain communications with your sponsor and Cutter OOD.  Proceed to Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Portland, contact ships OOD and they will meet you at the gate.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  Proceed and report to MSU Portland.  MSU Portland is located at the same address as BLUEBELL.  Stay in touch with your sponsor and the XPO.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET):  9.75 cu ft.  Very limited storage on board.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Operational Dress Uniform

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: None

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: SUMMER:  85  WINTER:  40

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  MSU Portland YNC 503-240-9329

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Portland State University, University of Portland, and many county colleges.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, and FS

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Portland, OR

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Joint base FT. Lewis and McChord, WA 125 miles away

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  CG Exchange on base. Nearest large commissary and Exchange are located at Joint Base Lewis and McCord (125 miles north)

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  All

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  Willamette, Columbia, and Snake Rivers:  Astoria, OR to Kennewick, WA. Kennewick, WA to Lewiston, ID.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Service Dress Blue Bravo

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  Unit XPO (BMC Michael Love)


ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:  Bring an adequate supply of civilian clothes (summer/winter), and a rain coat.



MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  Yes. Quarters and Gov Leased Housing when space becomes available, and after you are qualified inport watchstander

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  Varies with driving record and company.
							
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  Leased Housing when space is available and once you have completed your initial qualifications.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  No.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Personal Preference

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Many

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Many
HOW MANY STORES:  Many

                                 MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $600-$2000
WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES:  Varies  depending on the area.

BAH RATE: $1082 W/ DEPNS   $836 W/O DEPNS Check the web for current rates.

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# 503-240-9318	FAX#  503-240-9304

WHERE DO MOST/ALL DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Most dependents live in either the Vancouver, WA, Beaverton, OR, Oregon City, OR, or Portland, OR areas.  

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: Various Doctors and clinics that accept TRICARE. 

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL: Prime Remote
IS TRICARE DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  No.  Dependents should not be with you when you report to the ship, but will need to make appointments shortly after you report in order to receive DEERS enrolments and ID Cards.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER:

Bluebell is a truly unique and rewarding unit.  Our Area of Operations is one of the most unique and beautiful in the entire Coast Guard.  We travel up the Willamette, Columbia, and Snake Rivers through dams and locking systems maintaining Aids to Navigation on the way up to 738ft above sea level.  We enjoy portcalls in many small towns along the rivers in the states of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.
The job is tough and workdays while underway can be long, and very physically demanding.  Inport, we have a great schedule and get plenty of time off to take care of personal business and enjoy the area.
The Portland area has much to offer the single or married young person.  Portland is a very young city and most of the people here are very active.  Fitness and the outdoors is part of most people’s lives and hiking, running, or biking trails are abundant. Portland is known for its excellent restaurants and breweries (if you’re 21), and the nightlife is outstanding.  Many people in the crew also have dirt bikes or ATVs.  Oregon has a number of Offroad Vehicle parks not too far from the city.      
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