Appeal No. 519 - WILLIAM HNILICKY v. US - 10 October, 1951.

In the Matter of License No. 84802
| ssued to: WLLIAM HNI LI CKY

DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COMVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

519

W LLI AM HNI LI CKY

In the Matter of

Li cense No. 84802
| ssued to: WLLIAM HNI LI CKY

Li cense No. 126418
| ssued to: CARN E STRENGTH

Li cense No. 46853
| ssued to: ROBERT W LLI AM MEANEY

Li cense No. 111980
| ssued to: HARRY LESLIE JOHNSON, JR.

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United

States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations Sec.
137. 11-1.

On 27 July, 1951, an Exam ner of the United States Coast Guard
at Mobil e, Al abama, suspended the above naned seanen's |icenses for
a three nonths' period upon finding themguilty of m sconduct based
upon a specification alleging in substance that while acting as
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engi neering officers in the service of the American SS JOHN LI ND,
under authority of the |icenses above descri bed, on or about 24
July, 1951, they did "fail to join the above naned vessel w thout
reasonabl e cause when it sailed fromthe port of Mbile, Al abama.”
Thi s deci sion was appeal ed by the four engineering officers upon
vari ously assigned grounds.

Coincident with the receipt of this appeal, inconsistent and
conflicting representations, concerning the nerits of this case,
have been brought to ny attention fromauthoritative outside
sources. The statenents nade therein cannot be clarified by the
transcript of the hearing record in which the significance of the
testinony is often very vague.

It Is nost unusual to digress fromthe official record in
t hese proceedings. But since ny information discloses a strong
possibility that there is additional evidence of a high quality
available, it is felt that the follow ng action should be taken in
the best interest of fairness and justice to all parties concerned.

ORDER
The order of the Exam ner dated 27 July, 1951, is VACATED, SET
ASI DE and REVERSED, and the record is hereby REMANDED for such
further proceedings as may be deened appropriate.

REVERSED and REMANDED

A. C. R chnond
Rear Admiral, United States Coast Guard
Act i ng Commandant

Dat ed at Washington, D. C., this 10th day of October, 1951.

**xx* END OF DECI SION NO. 519 ***xx
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