Reporting Info For Station Belle Isle

DATE FORM FILLED OUT:  21 April 2008  District 9
UNIT NAME:  Station Belle Isle
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PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

   Attn:  (your name)

   Commanding Officer
   USCG Station Belle Isle

   50 Strand Drive

   Detroit, MI 48207

UNIT MISSIONS:  Search and Rescue, Ice Rescue, Law Enforcement, Homeland Security

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Two areas of focus for new personnel:

1) Qualifications: Watchstander, Boat Crewman, Law Enforcement Boarding Team Member, Tactical and Pursuit Crewmember, Ice Rescue, and SPC-Air crewmember

2) Collateral Duties: mess cook, general station and boat maintenance and cleaning

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Two areas of focus for new personnel:

1) Qualifications: Watchstander, Boat Crewman, Engineer, Law Enforcement Boarding Team Member, Tactical and Pursuit Crewmember, Ice Rescue, and SPC-Air crewmember

2) Collateral Duties: mess cook, general station and boat maintenance and cleaning

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: When first reporting aboard member will be placed into a day worker status for the first two weeks.  The first week of which will be dedicated solely to completion of the check-in and the second week will be as a communications watchstander.  Following these two weeks the member will be placed into a duty section working 48 hrs on 48 hrs off with sliding weekends.  During their check-n they will be given strict timelines for qualification.  The qualification and certification process is a very important one. Members are expected to excel and become fully qualified within timelines.  The timelines listed above are the maximum times allowed for certification.  Working on more than one qualification at a time is both encouraged and expected, as much material will carry over among certifications.
	Indoctrination/Communications
	1 Month

	UTB Crewman
	3 Additional Months

	SPC-LE Crewman
	1 Additional Month

	SPC-Air Crewman
	1 Month following onset of ice

	UTB Engineer
	1 Additional Month

	Boarding Team Member
	1 Additional Month excluding weapons qualification 


PERSONAL STORAGE:  There is no space available for personal storage.  Do not bring more personal items that can be fit into a wardrobe locker.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  None, although it is preferred that you call in advance.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE ?  Ask for the OOD.
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Bravos or Tropical Blue Long, depending on the season.

NORMAL UNIFORM OF THE DAY:  ODU
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, SK, FS, and GM
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY:  Detroit River from west end of Lake Erie to Lake St. Clair.

NAME OF AND DISTANCE TO NEAREST CITY:  Belle Isle is an island within the city limits of Detroit MI.
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN AREA?  All are available.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURES:  Summer: 82ºF, Winter: 34 ºF
CONTINUING EDUCATION AVAILABLE IN AREA:  Selfridge ANGB has educational services that offer a wide variety of continuing education options, including CLEP tests, Dantes, and on-post college/university programs.  There are also a number of local/state/and community colleges within commuting distance.
NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Selfridge Air National Guard Base (ANGB) is 30 miles from the station.
NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY:  Selfridge ANGB has a full sized exchange and commissary with a small satellite exchange located at CG Sector Detroit.
UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP & PHONE NUMBER:  CWO4 Viarnes, Sector Detroit, 313-568-9567 

IS MESSING AVAILABLE?  Yes, we have two Food Service Specialists that prepare meals seven days a week.  Members will be placed on BAS and expected to pay their food bill monthly with either a check or money order.
IS GOVERNEMENT LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE?  No
WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK?  Detroit has a wide variety of both national and local banks, including credit unions.
IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA?  Yes, Selfridge ANGB has a federal credit union and several towns have local credit unions.
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA?  Yes, there are many malls in the greater Detroit area.  

COST OF A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT?  $600
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

HOW MUCH IS BAH WITH DEPENDENTS FOR E-2/E-3 (2008)?  $1120
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE?  No
WHERE DO MOST MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS LIVE?  On the economy
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE?  Tricare Standard and Prime

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE?  Any number of medical providers that accept Tricare insurance can be found on the Tricare website.
IS UNITED CONCORDIA DENTAL AVAILABLE?  Yes
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

HOW MUCH IS BAH WITHOUT DEPENDENTS FOR E-2/E-3?  $840
ARE QUARTERS AND/OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE?  No
WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE?  On the economy
OTHER INFORMATION:  Due to the location of Station Belle Isle, it is imperative that newly arriving members have a vehicle.  If you do not own your own vehicle, plan on purchasing one before or shortly after reporting at the station.  Unless members find housing prior to reporting, it is not recommended that they bring dependants if they have any.  Personal and living space on board the unit is extremely limited.
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SUBJ: SR XXXXXXXX, XXXXXXXXXXX X.; EMPLID XXXXXXX

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PROVIDED:

A. UNIT SPONSOR IS XXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

B. COMMERCIAL PHONE NUMBER IS 313-331-3119/3127

C. RUNNING MATE IS XXX XXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX

D. SERVICING SPO IS SECTOR DETROIT, POC YN3 RASMUSSEN,

313-568-9571.

E. IT IS RECOMMENDED THE MEMBER CONTACT STATION BELLE ISLE

WEEKDAYS, BETWEEN 0800 AND 1500 (EASTERN STANDARD TIME).  WHEN

CONTACTING YOUR SPONSOR, PLEASE BE PREPARED TO PROVIDE SHIRT,

PANTS, HAT AND SHOE SIZE AS WELL AS HEIGHT AND WEIGHT TO HELP US BE SURE TO HAVE YOUR PPE AVAILABLE WHEN REPORTING.  THERE IS ALSO SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT THE UNIT MUST PASS TO YOU PRIOR TO YOUR ARRIVAL.  IF YOUR SPONSOR AND/OR RUNNING MATE ARE NOT AVAILABLE WHEN YOU CALL PLEASE ASK TO SPEAK WITH THE ASSISTANT EPO, OPERATIONS PETTY OFFICER, OR FIRST LIEUTENANT.
F. OUR WORK LIFE STAFF, TRANSITION AND RELOCATION ASSISTANCE CAN BE CONTACTED AT DISTRICT NINE.  POC IS MR. WILLIAM SCHMIDT AT 216-902-6355.  MR. SCHMIDT WILL ASSIST YOU WITH COMPLETING A NEEDS ASSESSMENT; WHICH IS A CRITICAL STEP IN IDENTIFYING SPECIAL NEEDS, SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT ISSUES, HOUSING REQUIREMENTS, AND ANY UNIQUE FAMILY NEEDS.  MR. SCHMIDT'S FAX NUMBER IS 216-902-6336.

G. CHECK IN SHOULD BE BETWEEN 0800 AND 1400 MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.

H. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO CHECK IN DURING THE TIME SPECIFIED, CONTACT THE UNIT IMMEDIATELY SO ARRANGEMENTS MAY BE MADE.

I. BERTHING IS NOT AVAILABLE AT THE UNIT AND PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE IS SMALL AND VERY LIMITED.  IT IS HIGHLY ENCOURAGED YOU CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR AND DISCUSS HOUSING OPTIONS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA. WITH THE CLOSURE OF THE HOUSING ON SELFRIDGE ANG BASE, THERE IS NO LONGER GOVERNMENT HOUSING AVAILABLE.  MESSING IS AVAILABLE, YOU WILL BE PLACED ON BAS UPON ARRIVAL.

J. THE TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT OFFICE FOR IN-BOUND SHIPMENTS OF HOUSE HOLD GOODS CAN BE REACHED AT 586-307-4661/4725/5232 MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 0730-1600.  THEY ARE LOCATED IN BUILDING 970 ROOM 132 ON SELFRIDGE ANGB.  THEY MAY BE CONTACTED VIA E-MAIL TO TRANSSVC(AT)TACOM.ARMY.MIL.  FOR DITY MOVES CONTACT MS. BARBARA HAYES AT ISC CLEVELAND OH, 216-902-6331, FAX 216-902-6336.

2. STATION BELLE ISLE IS LOCATED ON THE ISLAND OF BELLE ISLE IN THE DETROIT RIVER JUST SOUTH OF LAKE ST. CLAIR.  THIS ISLAND IS POSITIONED BETWEEN THE CITIES OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN AND WINDSOR, CANADA.  THE ISLAND IS ACCESSIBLE FROM THE CITY OF DETROIT VIA THE MACARTHUR MEMORIAL BRIDGE FROM EAST GRAND BLVD.  THE BELLE ISLE CREW PERFORMS A VARIETY OF MISSIONS; INCLUDING SEARCH AND RESCUE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, HOMELAND SECURITY, AND ICE RESCUE.  WE WORK VERY CLOSELY WITH A NUMBER OF LOCAL, STATE, FEDERAL, AND CANADIAN AGENCIES TO SUCCESSFULLY FULFILL EACH OF OUR OPERATIONAL MISSIONS.

DUTY IS A STANDARD PORT AND STARBOARD ROTATION DURING OUR MORE

OPERATIONAL MONTHS WITH A MORE RELAXED SCHEDULE ONCE THE BOATS ARE HAULED OUT DUE TO THE WINTER FREEZE.  THE UNIT'S COMMAND IS COMPRISED OF CWO3 MONCK (CO), BMC RUNT (XPO), AND MK1 JENNESS (EPO).  THE UNIT IS COMPRISED OF APPROXIMATELY 35 CREWMEMBERS OPERATING THE UNIT'S FOUR BOATS.  OUR ASSETS INCLUDE A 41' UTB, TWO 33' SPC-LE'S, AND ONE 18' SPC-ICE (ICE RESCUE AIR BOAT).

3. OWNERSHIP OF THE 985 ACRES IN THE DETROIT RIVER PASSED THROUGH MANY HANDS.  THE ISLAND WAS FIRST KNOWN AS WAH-NAH-BE-ZEE (WHITE SWAN) AND WAS LATER RENAMED ISLE ST. CLAIRE BY THE FRENCH. IT WAS ALSO CALLED ILE DE COCHONS (ISLAND OF THE HOGS) BECAUSE WILD PIGS HAD BEEN PLACED ON THE ISLAND BY THE FIRST SETTLERS.  IN 1752, THE FRENCH GOVERNOR GRANTED TITLE TO THE ISLAND TO M. DOUVILLE DEQUINDER. BY 1760, THE BRITISH HAD GAINED POSSESSION OF DETROIT AND KING GEORGE III GAVE GEORGE MCDOUGALL PERMISSION TO LIVE ON THE ISLAND AS LONG AS DETROIT WAS MAINTAINED AS A STRATEGIC MILITARY POST.  LT. MCDOUGALL PURCHASED THE ISLAND FROM THE CHIPPEWA AND OTTAWA INDIANS FOR FIVE BARRELS OF RUM, THREE ROLLS OF TOBACCO, THREE POUNDS OF RED PAINT, AND A BELT OF WAMPUM. THE LAND WAS THEN SOLD TO THE MACOMB FAMILY IN 1811, AND AGAIN TO BARNABAS CAMPAU IN 1817 FOR $5,000.  THE CITY OF DETROIT FINALLY ACQUIRED THE ISLAND, WHOSE NAME HAD CHANGED FROM HOG ISLAND TO BELLE ISLE BEAUTIFUL ISLAND) IN 1845 FOR $180,000 AND BUILT A LIGHTHOUSE ON THE EAST END IN 1880.  SOON CITIZENS WERE CALLING ON THE CITY TO CREATE A PUBLIC PARK ON BELLE ISLE THAT WOULD EMULATE THE PARKS AND TREE-LINED BOULEVARDS OF PARIS. IN 1883, THE CITY SECURED THE SERVICES OF FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED, THE PROMINENT LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND PLANNER RESPONSIBLE FOR FAMOUS URBAN PARKS IN NEW YORK, CHICAGO, SAN FRANCISCO, AND BOSTON.  BETWEEN 1903 AND 1930 THE CASINO, THE AQUARIUM, WHITCOMB CONSERVATORY, AND LIVINGSTONE LIGHTHOUSE WERE DESIGNED.  THE NEARLY HALF MILE-LONG BRIDGE TO BELLE ISLE TODAY WAS ORIGINALLY CONSTRUCTED IN 1923 AND RENOVATED IN 1986. IN 1942 THE BRIDGE WAS RENAMED AFTER GENERAL DOUGLAS MACARTHUR.  IN RECENT TIMES THE PARK HAS SUFFERED FROM DETROIT'S ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES. THE BELLE ISLE ZOO WAS CLOSED IN 2002 FOLLOWED BY THE AQUARIUM IN 2005 BY THE CITY FOR BUDGETARY REASONS. THE AQUARIUM HAD OPENED IN 1904 AND WAS THE OLDEST AQUARIUM IN THE COUNTRY.  SINCE THIS TIME THE ZOO HAS REOPENED AND IS EXPANDING.  THE COAST GUARD STATION WAS BUILT IN 1942 ON A PIECE OF LAND PURCHASED FROM THE CITY OF DETROIT FOR $1.00.  SINCE THEN THE BUILDING HAS GONE THROUGH A NUMBER OF RENOVATIONS AND MODERNIZATIONS.  MORE INFORMATION CAN BE ACCESSED THROUGH THE CITY OF DETROIT'S RECREATION DEPARTMENT WEB SITE WWW.CI.DETROIT.MI.US/RECREATION.

4. THE GOAL OF OUR STAFF AND CREW IS TO MAKE SURE YOUR MOVE TO OUR UNIT IS AS SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE.  CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ORDERS, WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SERVING WITH YOU.
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