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UNIT NAME: USCGC TORNADO (WPC-14)
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:  

COMMANDING OFFICER

USCGC TORNADO (WPC-14)

P. O. Box 9204 
Moss Point, MS  39563

COMMERCIAL PHONE #228-769-5660, 5661
FAX# 228-769-5663

CELL#228-366-0574
WEB SITE:  IN PROGRESS

E-MAIL: 

              Example:  BMC Michael Farmer (mfarmer@cgctornado.uscg.mil)

UNIT MISSIONS – Maritime Law Enforcement

                               Search and Rescue

                               Homeland Security

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT –. DECK MAINTENANCE, INPORT/UNDERWAY BRIDGE WATCHSTANDER, BOARDING TEAM MEMBER, BOAT CREWMAN, BASIC AND ADVANCED SHIPBOARD DAMAGE CONTROL QUALIFIED

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT –. ENGINEERING MAINTENANCE, INPORT/UNDERWAY ENGINEROOM WATCHSTANDER, BOARDING TEAM MEMBER, BOAT CREWMAN, BASIC AND ADVANCED SHIPBOARD DAMAGE CONTROL QUALIFIED

Until new shipmates are qualified inport, they will typically be in a 24 hour duty day once every three days (1 in 3).

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN – Primarily 1 in 5 duty

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN – Primarily 1 in 5 duty

Until qualified underway, new shipmates will typically stand one four hour watch every third watch (1 in 3).

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN – Primarily 1 in 4

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN – Primarily 1 in 4

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS – Regular work hours inport typically end at 1300 daily Monday through Friday.  After hours (1800), you will need to call the Cutter before being able to proceed onto Singing River Island (formerly NAVSTA Pascagoula) since the front gate is not manned. Once on the base, make your way to the ship and report to the Officer of the Day located in the ship’s pilot house.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT – If the TORNADO is underway report to STATION PASCAGOULA, OOD located on Singing River Island.  They will assist you in contacting TORNADO and GROUP MOBILE, AL. PERSRU.  If after hours contact STA PASCAGOULA OOD at (228) 769-5600.
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET)  -  

TORNADO is a small cutter (179ft) and extremely limited on personal space.  Each crewmember is assigned a rack (bunk) approximately 3.5 ft wide and 6 ft in length.  THEY ARE NOT COFFIN TYPE RACKS!  Each crewmember is assigned one stand-up locker approximately 1ft wide, 2 ft deep, 6ft high.  It is sufficient enough to hold the contents of your issued sea bag and a limited number of civilian clothing.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY – ODU

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE – Additional survival gear provided to you by the unit.  TORNADO operates primarily in warm weather environments.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER High 90’s

WINTER 50’s-70’s

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE:  BMC Ellis Johnson/ 228-769-5660
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA – Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, various on-line courses available through the SOCOAST.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT - BM, DC, EM, ET, FS, GM, MK, SK,OS

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE – BILOXI, MS., 25 MILES; MOBILE, AL. 30 MILES

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE –  KEESLER AFB, 25 MILES

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY – MAJOR COMMISSARY/BX AT KEESLER AFB. Medium size Commisary/BX at ATC Mobile. (LIMITED UNIFORM ITEMS AVAILABLE AT BOTH LOCATION, UDC RECOMMENDED)
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA – ALL DENOMINATIONS AVAILABLE

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS –  GULF OF MEXICO FROM BROWNSVILLE, TX. TO THE CARIBBEAN.

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER – N/A

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN –Service Dress Bravo is always appropriate.  Tropical Blue Long is optional and recommended. 

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR – Officer of the Day (OOD)

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE - YES

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE – YES

BAH for E2 without dependents: $778.00 based on 2007 rates

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE: $100 per month based on prior driving record.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE - YES

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE – onboard the cutter or at The Point Apartments in Gautier, MS
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE – Only if married and plans to reside in leased housing.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK – Many service members bank online with USAA however, there are several major banking facilities throughout the area.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA –  Yes, Keesler Federal Credit Union located on base.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA - YES

HOW MANY STORES –  Variety of national chain department stores throughout the area.

.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS.
COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA - $850 per month

BAH RATE FOR AN E2: $987.00 
E3: $987.00 based on 2007 rates.

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE - YES

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE – Yes, NAVY HOUSING
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR GOVT. OWNED HOUSING
MONTHS – None
HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# 228-871-2586
FAX#  

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE – Mobile, Al; Pascagoula, MS.; Ocean Springs, MS; Gulfport, MS.; Gautier, MS., New Orleans, LA.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY - $120 per month, based on driving record.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE – Keesler, AFB.

GO TO SCHOOL – There are several educational options for students including public, religious, and alternative options.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL - PRIME 

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE - YES

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING – It is recommended that members with dependants make arrangements for HHG’s and securing a residence prior to reporting.  There is abundant affordable housing throughout the area for members with one or two dependants.  Larger homes are a little harder to come by and may require more time to secure.

Welcome Aboard Message
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	Mailing Address:
Commanding Officer

USCGC TORNADO (WPC 14)

P.O. Box 9204
Moss Point, MS
39563
	Crew:

Active Duty Personnel:
27
Reserve Personnel:
 0
Auxiliary Personnel:
 0
Civilian Personnel:
 0
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	History: USCGC TORNADO (WPC 14) was transferred from the U.S. Navy to the U.S. Coast Guard Sept. 29, 2004, and placed in commission special status.  TORNADO was formally commissioned active Dec. 6, 2004, in Pascagoula, Mississippi.  

TORNADO was the 14th Cyclone-class Patrol Coastal built by Bollinger Shipyard of Lockport, La., for the U.S. Navy to support Naval Special Operations.  The Patrol Coastals are based, in part, on the Vosper-Thornycroft “Ramadan” class and are named for weather phenomena.  

TORNADO was commissioned as the USS TORNADO (PC14) June 24, 2000, in Norfolk, Va.  Shortly after Sept. 11, 2001, the Navy gave the Coast Guard control of TORNADO to boost the number of assets patrolling U.S. shores.  TORNADO participated in vessel escort operations, ship boardings, and security zone patrol operations.  TORNADO frequently deployed with a Coast Guard law enforcement detachment on board.

TORNADO is homeported at Singing River Island in Pascagoula, Miss., along with Coast Guard cutters DECISIVE (WMEC 629), SHAMAL (WPC 13) and TEMPEST (WPC-2).

What we do: TORNADO will deploy for extended patrols in support of all Coast Guard missions.  The vessel will primarily conduct homeland security, drug and alien migrant interdiction, and search and rescue operations in the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico.
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U.S. Coast Guard Photo

Cutter Specifications:

Displacement
370 Long Tons

Length
179 feet

Beam
25 feet

Height
60 feet

Draft
8 feet

Propulsion
Four Paxman-Valenta Diesel Engines


14,000 combined horsepower

Max Speed
35 knots
Small Boats
24-foot Zodiac RHIB


15-foot Combat Rubber Raiding Craft

Weapons
Mk 96 25mm cannon


Mk 38, 25mm cannon


Two Twin .50 cal machine guns


Two M60 machine guns


Various Small Arms
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