UNIT INFORMATION - USCGC SHAMAL (WPC 13), Pascagoula, Mississippi
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DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:  

7 November 2007
District:  8 (However, SHAMAL is an Atlantic Area unit)
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
(Your Name)

                                                    USCGC SHAMAL (WPC 13)

                                                    100 Singing River Island Parkway




Pascagoula, MS  39567
COMMERCIAL PHONE #  
(228) 769-5680/5681/5682        FAX:  (228) 769-5683
WEB SITE:
http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cutter/shamal/index.html


E-MAIL: 
TBernadt@cgcshamal.uscg.mil

UNIT:  SHAMAL is a 179-foot patrol coastal homeported at Singing River Island in Pascagoula, MS.  SHAMAL was the 13th Cyclone-class Patrol Coastal built by Bollinger Shipyard of Lockport, La., for the U.S. Navy to support Naval Special Operations.  The Patrol Coastals are based, in part, on the Vosper-Thornycroft “Ramadan” class and are named for weather phenomena.  Shamal is the Arabic name for a violent wind and sand storm that originates at the point where the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers come together and travel south to the Arabian Gulf.

SHAMAL was commissioned as the USS SHAMAL (PC13) January 27, 1996, in Baton Rouge, La., and its first operational deployment was to the U.S. Southern Command for a 6-month deployment.  In 1999, SHAMAL underwent two shipyard periods resulting in a hull-strengthening modification and the first Patrol Coastal stern ramp and Combat Craft Retrieval System (CCRS) modification.  SHAMAL’s second 6-month deployment was to the U.S. Central Command in the Arabian Gulf in 2000.  From November 2001 until her transfer, SHAMAL was operationally assigned to the Coast Guard to assist with maritime homeland security patrols.

USCGC SHAMAL (WPC 13) was transferred from the U.S. Navy to the U.S. Coast Guard on September 29, 2004.  On December 6, 2004, SHAMAL was formally placed in commission active status during a ceremony in Pascagoula, MS.  

SHAMAL is homeported at Singing River Island along with the Coast Guard cutters DECISIVE (WMEC 629), TEMPEST (WPC 2), and TORNADO (WPC 14).
UNIT’s MISSIONS:  SHAMAL deploys for extended patrols in support of all Coast Guard missions.  The cutter primarily conducts homeland security, drug and alien migrant interdiction, and search and rescue operations in the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Deck Force; leading seaman; MAA locker custodian; rescue/survival equipment manager; paint locker manager; bos'n hole manager.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Auxiliary division (A-Gang) or Main Propulsion Division; oiler of the watch.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Inport Watchstander.  Once qualified as an import watchstander, and basic DC PQS; qualified duty section members stand a standard inport watch rotation.  The average rotation is about 1-in-6.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Inport Watchstander.  Once qualified as an import watchstander, and basic DC PQS; qualified duty section members stand a standard inport watch rotation.  The average rotation is about 1-in-6.
UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Helm, Lookout, Master Helmsman, QMOW.  Normally 1-in-3 or 1-in-4.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Underway oilier; normally 1-in-3 or 1-in-4.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Do not report after hours without making arrangements first.  

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: Report to Coast Guard Maintenance Augmentation Team (MAT) Pascagoula, also located on Singing River Island.  If the ship is underway, we will make arrangements for your reporting to the unit.
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:   15 CUBIC FEET

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Operational Dress Uniform.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  sunscreen; civilian clothes, swim suits, snorkel gear..

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:   90 F

WINTER:   70 F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  YNCS Kephart, Sector Mobile, 251-441-5098
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: The Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College is in the area.  We have a unit ESO that will assist with any continuing education requests.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, GM, ET, OS, MK, EM, DC, SK, FS.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Pascagoula, MS.  Mobile AL is 40 minutes away.  Biloxi MS is 30 minutes away.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Keesler AFB is approximately 30 minutes away.  ATC Mobile is 45 minutes away.  Sector Mobile is about 45 minutes away.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: The best exchange is at Keesler AFB.  Sector Mobile and ATC Mobile both have small exchanges.  The only commissary in the area is at Keesler AFB.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: There are a host of varied Christian and Jewish worship centers in close proximity to Pascagoula.  Examples include, Southern Baptist, Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Episcopal to name just a few.
COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS: Primarily the Straights of Florida and Gulf of Mexico.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long with Combination cover. 
IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: The Inport Officer of the Deck (OOD).

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: 

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, onboard.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  All E-3 and below will be assigned to Coast Guard Leased Housing apartments in Gautier, MS.  These apartments are 12 miles from the ship and you will have at least one roommate, possibly from another unit.  The apartments are not furnished, however, the member is not required to pay rent or utilities.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  $125 / month

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  All E-3 and below will be assigned to Coast Guard Leased Housing apartments in Gautier, MS.  These apartments are 12 miles from the ship and you will have at least one roommate, possibly from another unit.  The apartments are not furnished, however, the member is not required to pay rent or utilities.
WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  All E-3 and below will be assigned to Coast Guard Leased Housing apartments in Gautier, MS.  These apartments are 12 miles from the ship and you will have at least one roommate, possibly from another unit.  The apartments are not furnished, however, the member is not required to pay rent or utilities.
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: Housing applications will be completed upon your reporting to the unit.  Members will be checked into their leased apartments at the earliest convenient time based off operational schedules.  
WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  There are a variety of local banks in the surrounding areas, however, Keesler Federal Credit Union has been the most predominantly used local.  Most persons use USAA if they prefer not to use a local bank.
IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Yes, Federal Keesler Credit Union has a branch office on Singing River Island.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:   Yes 

HOW MANY STORES:   20-40

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $600/MONTH










 WITHOUT UTILITIES

BAH RATE FOR E4 and below:  without dependants $778, with dependants $987.

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Leased housing is only available for E-3 and below without dependants.
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, we coordinate our government housing for members with dependants through the Naval Seabee base in Gulfport, MS.  You should inform your sponsor if you desire to be placed in government housing with your dependants and they will assist you.  However, most members with dependants prefer to live on the economy due to the affordable rental costs in the surrounding areas.
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  The SHAMAL crew lives along the Gulf Coast between Ocean Springs, MS and Mobile, AL.  We encourage families to live in either Ocean Springs or Gautier, since the cost of living is quite reasonable and the commute to Singing River Island is only 20 minutes max.  Despite the longer commute, Mobile, AL is a good place to live for young families as well.  
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  $220/ MONTH

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  If living in Alabama, ATC Mobile; if living in Mississippi, Keesler AFB.

GO TO SCHOOL:  The following websites are provided:

Pascagoula, MS School District:    http://www.pascagoula.k12.ms.us/
Jackson County, MS School District:  http://www.jcsd.k12.ms.us/
Ocean Springs, MS School District:  http://www2.mde.k12.ms.us/ossd/
Harrison County, MS School District:  http://www.harrison.k12.ms.us/DesktopDefault.aspx
Biloxi, MS School District:  http://www.biloxischools.net/
Mobile, AL School District:  http://www.mcpss.com/websites/MCPSS/MCPSS/
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:
Standard and Prime.

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes, United Concordia is available.
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  Yes, but call ahead first.
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