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UNIT INFORMATION GUIDE

[image: image1.jpg]



Unit Information 

Unit Name:
USCGC GASCONADE (WLR 75401)
 

Personal Mailing Address:
Your Name

                                              9800 John J. Pershing Dr.
                                              Omaha, Nebraska 68112

Home of record:   Omaha, Nebraska  

Ship’s Phone:   (402) 451-7681
   FAX: (402) 455-3395
Website:  http://www.uscg.mil/d8/sectUMR/Prevention/gasconade.asp
Http://www.facebook.com/uscoastguardgasconade
E-Mail: [first name] (.) [Middle initial] (.) [Last name] @ uscg.mil

Welcome Aboard messages:

Messages are sent to each newly assigned member.  If you haven’t received your message shortly after receiving orders, please contact the ship and ask to be directed to the Ship’s Office for assistance.  If we are underway, send an email to Jadon.J.Sprague@uscg.mil.  Ask for the name of your sponsor and inform us if you have not received your message. 
REPORTING ABOARD
Procedures for Reporting:  The uniform for reporting in is Service Dress Blue.  Call the ship (402) 451-7681 and advise your sponsor or Officer of the Deck (OOD) of your arrival date and plans.  If you are flying into Omaha and the ship is in port the OOD will arrange for someone to pick you up at the airport and bring you to the ship.  If you are meeting the ship in a port other than Omaha, the Ship’s Office will coordinate for someone to meet you at the airport.


Upon arrival you can expect to be met by your sponsor, he will assist you in locating your assigned berthing and help you get settled in.  If you report after the normal workday, your sponsor may not be on board, but the OOD will help you until your sponsor returns.  Your sponsor will assist you in your check in process ensuring that you have met with the appropriate personnel.  The check in process can take up to 10 days.


It is standard practice to introduce our new shipmates at quarters and see that they meet with their Department Head, the Executive Petty Officer, and the Officer in Charge with-in 48 hours of reporting.

If GASCONADE is underway, where to report:
CST Omaha    (402) 453-4333
Address: 9800 John J. Pershing Dr, Omaha, Nebraska 68112.  
Any transportation cost will be reimbursed upon arrival and completion of the travel claim.

Is it Advisable to Bring Dependents Along When Reporting?  New personnel should transfer their families with them to the area, however, when initially checking into the ship please do not bring family members onboard the ship until check-in process is complete.

Crossing the Brow: When crossing the brow, proper honors will be rendered to the national ensign; uniformed personnel coming aboard will face aft and salute the ensign (if it is flying).  Upon departing the ship, Uniform personnel will face aft and salute the ensign. Personnel in civilian clothes should stop and face aft in respect for the ensign, but do not salute. Proper etiquette also calls for no horse playing, eating, drinking, or wearing hats while crossing the brow.  

WORK AND CREW
Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:  Assigned to the Deck Division.  The first six months for a Seaman or Seaman Apprentice reporting aboard will be a busy and exciting time.  Underway a Seaman participates in all deck evolutions under the supervision of the Boatswains Mates, and is responsible for handling mooring lines, raising and lowering of the ship’s small boats, and serving River Deck Seaman and small boat crewman. Seaman also serves on damage control teams during general quarters and general emergency; fighting fires, controlling flooding, and dewatering spaces.   By the end of two on board, all Seaman will complete the basic damage control course, qualify as an in port watch stander.  

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:  As a Fireman, Fireman Apprentice, you will qualify as a Security Watch stander in port and underway. Underway a Fireman can expect to break in as Engineer of the Watch until full qualification is obtained. You may find the training challenging at first, but will find it easily completed within the required time. This qualification is necessary for the survivability of the ship.  Damage Control is the responsibility of the entire crew from the Officer in Charge down to our newest member.  You will serve as a member of one of our Watch Quarter Station Billets during general quarters or general emergency. By the end of two months on board, all Firemen will qualify as an in port watch stander and become a qualified security watch stander.  

Ratings Present at Unit:  BM, MK, DC, FS.
Striking a Rate:  The Coast Guard allows Firemen and Seamen to advance to petty officer in certain ratings through “on the job training”, called striking, in lieu of formal schools.  Due to the diversity of rates on board, all of these rates are available.  A non-rate can strike: Boatswains Mate (Deck or Navigation) (BM), Damage Controlman (DC), Food Service Specialist (FS), Machinery Technician (MK), If not striking a rate, many Fireman and Seaman apply for an “A” school in their desired rate.  With a wide variety of opportunities, GASCONADE is a great training platform.
Uniform normally worn during the workday:  Operational Dress Uniform (ODU).
Inport Watch Type and Duty Rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN:  Personnel will stand a break-in inport security watch at 1-in-3; standing watch on a 1-in-4 rotation once qualified.

Underway Watch Type and Duty Rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN:  SA/SN will stand mid-watch.  FA/FN will stand security watch usually in a 1-in-4.
LOCAL INFORMATION AND HOUSING
Average Temperature:

SUMMER: 87°F (high) & 65°F (low)





WINTER:  45°F (high) & 5°F (low)

Nearest Cities:

Omaha (7.0 mi)

Lincoln (60.0 mi) 
Nearest Airports:

Epply Airfield OMA (6.0 mi)

1. Head northwest on Carter Lake Dr toward Abbott Dr 
2. Take the 1st right onto Abbott Dr 
3. Slight right to stay on Abbott Dr 
4. Continue onto John J Pershing Dr 
Destination will be on the right
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Nearest Military Facilities:

CST OMAHA (Home Port)
Offutt Air Force Base (20.8mi)

Location of Nearest Exchange and Commissary:

Large Military Exchange & Commissary – Offutt Air Force Base (20.8mi)

Local Banks:  Most members choose to stay with their home bank, however, Wells Fargo (www.wellsfargo.com), Bank of America (www.bankofamerica.com) are in the area and are popular.

Is There a Credit Union In The Area?:  Yes, SAC Credit Union (www.sacfcu.com) (5.1 mi) 
Rate of Auto Insurance for Typical 18-20 YR Old:

Single Male:      $180/month

Rate of Auto Insurance for Typical Young Family: $130-210/month

Area Schools:  There are several school districts in the area, Omaha, Bellevue, Millard, and Elkhorn. There are also a number of Parochial Schools in the area.
Where Do Most Dependents Receive Medical Care?  Upon checking into the ship, members will set up an appointment with the health care advisor at Offutt Air Force Base Military Treatment Facility, Ehrling Bergquist Hospital. (402) 294-9760
What Level of TRICARE Is Available?  Standard/Prime/Extra

Continuing education available in the area:  University of Nebraska at Omaha, Metro Community College, Iowa Western Community College and several Vocational and Technical Schools.  

Religious Denominations in the Area:  All denominations are available.

Quarters and/or Barracks Available:  Yes, onboard, barracks or UPH. 

Where Will a Single Non-Rate Likely Live?:  Non-rates will live onboard until Unaccompanied Personnel Housing is available.  Only E-2 and above, single with no dependents qualify for UPH.

Is Government Owned Housing Available?  Yes, in one location, Offut Air Force Base.

Is Leased Housing Available?  No.
Where Do Most Dependents Live?  Out in the economy, in Omaha/ Council Bluffs, IA or Bellevue, NE
Average Wait for Housing:  Less that 1 month
Housing Office Phone:  (402) 294-6242 Fax: (402) 294-9763.

Average Cost of Two Bedroom Apartment In The Area: $650-900 / month with or without utilities.  

BAH Rates Can Be Found At: http://perdiem.hqda.pentagon.mil/perdiem/
CUTTER HISTORY
COMMISSIONED IN 1964, GASCONADE WAS THE FIRST “C” CLASS WLR AND IS ONE OF EIGHTEEEN WLR’S SERVING IN THE FLEET.  THE GASCONADE WAS HOMEPORTED IN ST. LOUIS, MO FOR SIX MONTHS AFTER ENTERING SERVICE, THEN SPENT TWO MONTHS IN FLORENCE, NE BEFORE RELOCATING PERMANETLY TO OMAHA, NE. 

GASCONADE IS ONE OF FIVE WLR’S UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF COMMANDER, SECTOR UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER IN ST. LOUIS, MO.  
GASCONADE’S PRIMARY MISSION IS AIDS TO NAVIGATION AND MOST OF GASCONADE’S OPERATIONAL HOURS ARE DEVOTED TO THAT MISSION.  GASCONADE’S AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY EXTENDS FROM MILE 732.3 (SIOUX CITY, IA) TO MILE 226.3 (GLASGOW, MO) ON THE MISSOURI RIVER. THE NAVIGATION SEASON FOR GASCONADE WILL NORMALLY RUN FROM MARCH TO NOVEMBER.  
FROM NOVEMBER TO MARCH THE GASCONADE WILL NORMALLY BE IN WINTER MOORINGS.

CHARACTERISTICS AND MISSION

GASCONADES Missions:  

Primary- Aids to Navigations

Secondary- Search and Rescue 
OTHER INFORMATION
Information A Newly Arriving Member Should Know:  
GASCONADE is a great cutter!  We focus on Safety, Professionalism and Teamwork.  When conducting check out interviews, the people who are leaving consistently say the best thing about GASCONADE is the people.  You will find your shipmates helpful and excited about the job we do.  Alameda is a great place to live with plenty to do in the local area.  There is a gym at the AFB as well as fitness equipment on base.  

Red Cross:  Family members should contact the International Red Cross for notification of an emergency at home.  The Red Cross will send a message to the ship while we are away from homeport.  You should ensure your family has the ship’s address, phone numbers and ombudsman information handy.  Notifying the Red Cross is an important step notifying you of an emergency situation at home. 
Messing Availability: Every meal is available onboard at no cost to the crewmember.  

Laundry:  The ship has 1 washers and 1dryers.  There is a schedule of when you are allowed to use laundry.  It is divided among the departments, and chiefs. Please do your laundry on your day. It is advisable to bring your own detergent and dryer sheets.  Laundry is open to all hands until 2200 while in port and 24 hours a day underway.
Sleeping Bags:  Sleeping bags are recommended.
Personal Electronics:  Personal electronics, such as TV, VCR, DVD, game counsels stereos and laptops are allowed on board.  Ensure items have been inspected by your berthing area MAA and that the items are properly secured for the river.
DRILLS AND EVOLUTIONS
Watch, Quarter and Station Bill (WQSB):  The WQSB is the roster for the duties and location of every member onboard for all shipboard evolutions.  Use the WQSB to know your responsibilities and where you need to be. 

Man Overboard:  Each person on board must know what to do if they or a shipmate falls overboard:  The person sighting the man overboard shall:
a. Yell “Man overboard, port (or starboard) side”

b. Throw life rings, smoke floats, life jackets or any floating gear over the side as near as possible to the person.

c. Ensure the OOD is notified by the quickest means.

d. Ensure eyes are kept on the person at all times and the person is pointed toward with an extended arm.  A person in the water is a small object and difficult to find once you lose sight of him/her.  Your pointing arm is a reference point for the Conning Officer to maneuver the ship for recovery.  If you did not see the person overboard, report immediately to your Man Overboard station.

General Emergency (GE)/General Quarters (GQ):  GE and GQ may be used for the general emergencies or for wartime condition cruising.  GQ maintains the ship in a high condition of readiness.  Both your GE and GQ assignment is posted on the Watch, Quarter and Station Bill.  GE and GQ are sounded via the alarm system followed by specific announcements on the 1MC.  When GE or GQ is sounded, proceed to your station on the double (NOT running).
a. In manning stations or for any emergency (or drill) follow the prescribed traffic routes (posted in black): GO UP AND FORWARD ON THE STARBOARD SIDE, AFT AND DOWN ON THE PORT SIDE.  Following these routes is always important and doubly so at night.  

b. Man your station, don battle dress, get equipment in operation, follow instructions.

Abandon Ship:  When the word is passed “Make preparations to abandon ship” proceed to your abandon ship station on the double.  Bring all equipment or supplies which you are responsible for to your abandon ship station.  Ensure that you know the location of and the proper method for securing your life jacket.  Maintain silence and muster assigned personnel as quickly as possible.  All hands should be knowledgeable in the procedures for launching a life raft.  All hands should know the location, distance and bearing to the nearest land.  All hands should also be wearing extra clothing to protect them from the elements.
Fire or Flooding:
a. Underway:  When a fire or flood is suspected or discovered, get word to the OOD as quickly as possible.  Use the telephone (ext 232) and indicate the location and type of fire.  Include the compartment number if possible.  If not out of control take initial action to fight the fire; close all hatches and scuttles surrounding the space.  Engage the casualty from a safe distance until relieved by firefighting personnel.

b. Inport:  When a fire or flood is suspected or discovered, get the word to the Quarterdeck as quickly as possible.  Use the telephone (ext 0) and indicate the location and type of fire, if known.  Include the compartment number, if possible.  Engage the casualty the same as above.  If you are a member of the inport Rescue and Assistance (R&A) team, be sure you understand your duties including where to go as well as the equipment you are required to bring or wear.

c. Be sure you know your WQSB Assignments!!!

 All crewmembers are happy to assist you or answer any of your questions!









