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UNIT NAME:  USCGC CONFIDENCE (WMEC 619)


Personal Mailing Address:
(Your name)

USCGC CONFIDENCE (WMEC 619)

9235 Grouper Road

Cape Canaveral, FL  32920-4402

Commercial Phone #
(321) 784-8176 / 8177
Fax:  (321) 868-4233

Web Site:
http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cgcConfidence/
Intranet Site:
\\c07-mfx-a-002\netapps\webpage\CGCConfidence\index.html
E-mail:
CONFIDENCE’s Yeoman:  juan.m.andreu@uscg.mil
Unit’s Missions:
Homeland Security, Drug enforcement, Alien Migration and Interdiction, Search and Rescue, Enforcement of Laws and Treaties
Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:
Deck force

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:
Engineering department

Inport Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN: 1 in 6 with a 1 in 4 break in

Inport Watch type and duty rotation for FA/FN: 1 in 6 with a 1 in 4 break in

Underway Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN: 1 in 4 with a 1 in 3 break in, Helmsman, Lookout U/W Security Watchstander

Underway Watch type and duty rotation for FA/FN: 1 in 5 with a 1 in 3 break in, U/W Security Watchstander

Special procedures for reporting after hours: Report to the OOD

If unit is underway, where to report: USCG Station Cape Canaveral, FL

How much personal storage space: 20 CUBIC FEET

Uniform normally worn during the workday: Operational Dress Uniform (ODU).  USCG T-shirts authorized in lieu of ODU blouse while underway

Average Temperature
Summer: H-90F  L- 75F
Winter: H- 75  L-60F

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative / Phone #:  ENS Gilligan (321)784-8176/8177

What type of continuing education is available within immediate area?  Patrick AFB, Brevard County Community College, University of Central Florida(Orlando)
Name of nearest city and distance: Cape Canaveral, FL (4 miles)

Name of nearest military facility and distance: Patrick AFB (12 miles)

Location of nearest exchange and commissary: Patrick AFB (12 miles)
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MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: Yes

Quarters and/or barracks available: Yes

Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old: 
single male:  $200. / mo









single female:  $150. / mo

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available: No
Where will a single non-rate more than likely live: Patrick AFB Barracks
Should member submit Housing application to housing office: No

Where do most people bank: Patrick AFB, Space Coast Credit Union, USAA, BOA, Wachovia
Is there a credit union in the area: Yes, Patrick AFB, Space Coast Credit Union

Is there a mall in the area: Yes



How many stores?  100
Single non-rates also reside in the barracks at Patrick AFB and locally at the Fountain Villas Apartments in Rockledge, FL.
MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area:  $800.








without utilities

BAH rate for an E-2 /E-3:  $1122 

Is leased housing available: Yes, For Non Rates
Is government owned housing available: Yes, for accompanied personnel through an Air Force public-private partnership

What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment: 1 Week
Housing office phone number:  (321)494-2593
Fax:  (321)494-4031

Where do most dependents live: Patrick AFB

Rate of auto insurance for the typical young family:  $200 monthly

Where do most dependents receive medical care: Patrick AFB

Where do most dependents go to school?  Holland, Seapark or Theodore Roosevelt Elementary, Cocoa Beach Junior / Senior High School

What level of TRICARE is available in the area: PRIME 

Is Tricare Dental available: Yes

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard: Yes, but make arrangements prior to arrival
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Ratings present at the unit: BM (deck and navigation), MK, GM, YN, SK, OS, ET, IT, FS, HS, EM, DC, ME
Religious denominations in the area: All

If a cutter, common destinations of deployments: Florida Straits, Caribbean, Windward Pass, Sector San Juan
Uniform to report in: Tropical Blue Long with Combination Cover
If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for: YN1 during working hours, OOD after hours

any other info a newly arriving apprentice needs to know

If you are driving to the ship call your sponsor to obtain directions on getting to the ship.  If you are flying into Orlando International Airport, contact your sponsor prior to arrival and we will arrange transportation for you to get to the ship.  If the ship is in port, when you arrive ask for the OOD upon reporting.  If the ship is underway, report to STA Cape Canaveral and ask for the Station OOD or Executive Petty Officer.  The STA will send us a message requesting instruction on where to plan on sending newly reported personnel to rendezvous with the ship. 

Cocoa Beach and surrounding area is alive with culture and lifestyle.  It is in a central location with Orlando 45 minutes west, Jacksonville 2.5 hrs north, Daytona Beach 1 hr North, Miami 3 hrs South and Tampa / Clearwater 2 hrs west.

Orlando has many great attractions to offer, including Disney World, Universal Studios, Wet-Wild Water Park and tons of other exciting things.  Cocoa Beach is the home of Ron Jon’s Surf Shop, which is a big tourist spot.  The beach is accessible in many places.  Cocoa Beach Pier hosts music festivals, carnivals and Surf Week.  

Life on the ship is interesting and exciting.  The ship sails for approximately 1-2 months at a time and port calls will vary based on the assigned operational area.

The ship normally works Tropical Hours inport.  As a SA or SN you will help maintain the appearance of the ship.  As a FA or FN you will work with the engines, air conditioning, refrigeration and sewage systems.

Opportunities to decide what career you would like to do are very excellent.  Just about every rate in the Coast Guard is represented on board the CONFIDENCE.  Cocoa Beach area and cutter CONFIDENCE is a great place to start or finish a Coast Guard career and I would recommend it to anyone who enjoys a great combination of sun, fun, adventure and excitement. 
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WELCOME ABOARD!

Congratulations on your assignment to USCGC CONFIDENCE (WMEC 619), the cutter fleet’s “Measure of Excellence” and one of the very best units in the entire Coast Guard. You are about to embark on one of the most rewarding adventures of your Coast Guard career, while serving in one of the most challenging and unique environments.  Surprisingly, less than 15% of Coast Guard personnel enjoy the rewards of sea duty and the benefits of serving in the cutter fleet today. Upon reporting, you will immediately become a member of our very tight CONFIDENCE family and I, as well as your entire chain of command, will strive to make your tour the most personally and professionally rewarding experience of your Coast Guard career.  Your new shipmates and I sincerely look forward to your arrival and are committed to assisting you with your transfer.

History

CONFIDENCE is a 210-foot Medium Endurance Cutter with a complement of twelve officers and 65 enlisted personnel. She was first commissioned in Curtis Bay, Maryland on 19 February 1966 and spent the first 20 or so years of service operating in Alaskan waters. CONFIDENCE is home ported in beautiful Port Canaveral, Florida; one of the Coast Guard’s most family friendly and highly desired locations to live.  She received major upgrades, including habitability improvements, in 1987 during her Midlife Maintenance Availability at the Coast Guard Yard and received additional major upgrades and quality of life improvements during her six-month Mission Effectiveness Project availability in 2006.   

Mission Overview

CONFIDENCE usually spends six to eight weeks underway on patrol and then six weeks inport. Our primary patrol area is the Seventh Coast Guard District Area of Responsibility.  We normally deploy to the Windward Passage between Haiti and Cuba, to the Greater Antilles around Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, and to the CG Sector Key West area of operations between the Florida Keys and Cuba. Since July 2004, CONFIDENCE has had port calls in San Juan, PR; Mayaguez, PR; St. Thomas, VI; Tortola, VI; Guantanamo Bay, CU; Key West, FL; Miami, FL; Nassau, Bahamas; Cozumel, Mexico; Cartagena Colombia; Bocas Del Toro, Panama; Port Antonio, Jamaica; Grand Cayman; and Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  Our primary mission is Law Enforcement (LE) operations, focusing on Counter-Narcotics and Alien Migration Interdiction Operations. We also conduct Search and Rescue, Homeland Security, and other Coast Guard missions.  During a typical patrol, CONFIDENCE normally pulls into Caribbean island countries for rest and relaxation for two or three day port calls, with the number of port calls determined by the length of our patrol.  We also have the ability to keep in touch with family and friends underway, via email, nearly every day.  

Our missions are incredibly dynamic, demanding, and rewarding.  
You will be an integral member of CONFIDENCE, where we are committed to executing our missions and developing our people. Due to the demands of our missions, CONFIDENCE expects nothing short of stellar performance.  This will require long work hours and extended deployments in a strenuous work environment.  Your shipmates are counting on you to dedicate your time to becoming qualified as soon as possible to assist with mission success and ensure the safety of your shipmates. 

Our inport periods are used primarily for maintenance, repairs, provisioning, and preparing for our next patrol. CONFIDENCE normally works "tropical hours" from 0645-1300 while inport. The 
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Coast Guard Operational Dress Uniform (ODU) is our standard shipboard uniform both inport and underway.  Each inport period typically starts with a few days of liberty or "stand down" following a patrol and concludes with additional stand down days just prior to departing on patrol. This allows crewmembers time off to take care of personal business and spend quality time with their family and friends.

Location

Port Canaveral is just north of Cape Canaveral and Cocoa Beach in Brevard County, Florida. It is a bustling deep-water seaport providing ocean cargo services between leading world markets and is the second busiest cruise ship port in the world.  CONFIDENCE moors at Station Port Canaveral, which is also homeport to USCGC VIGILANT (WMEC 617) and USCGC SHRIKE (WPB 87342).  Port Canaveral is considered part of the nation's "Space Coast" due to its proximity to the Kennedy Space Center.  Space bound launches can easily be seen from CONFIDENCE when we are inport.  Additional attractions include local beaches with excellent surfing as well as Disney World, Universal Studios, and Sea World (which are only 50 miles away) with discount tickets available from Patrick Air Force Base.  The climate in Port Canaveral is ideal for outdoor recreation including golf, fishing, boating, swimming, surfing and scuba diving, especially during the spring - fall seasons.  Winter brings cooler temperatures at night but daytime temperatures often warm up into the 70's and 80's.

Housing

The nearest military installation to CONFIDENCE is Patrick Air Force Base, located about 25 minutes south of the ship.  Patrick AFB provides many services to our members including housing, commissary/exchange complex, medical care (TRICARE PRIME), a golf course, discount morale ticket office, a travel agency, a chapel, beaches, a marina, Officer and NCO clubs, a library, pools, and an extremely well outfitted gym, to name a few.  If you are married and are interested in military housing, you need to contact our Housing Officer, FS2 Cronrath, at 321-868-4237 as soon as possible. He is our unit’s point of contact with the Patrick Housing Office (321-494-2593) and can assist you before arriving to the area. You'll need to send in a request for assignment to housing along with copies of your travel orders. Civilian housing is reasonably priced in the Port Canaveral area. Some crewmembers commute from as far away as Titusville to the north, and Melbourne to the south. Other crewmembers reside in Cape Canaveral, Cocoa Beach, Merritt Island, and Viera. If you have any questions regarding housing, please contact your sponsor designated in the paragraph below.
Household Goods

If you shipped household goods and/or excess baggage, you should contact the Patrick AFB Traffic Management Office at 321-494-5962 immediately upon your arrival in the Space Coast region. Their hours of operation are M-F, 0800-1700. By notifying this office right away, they can work to ensure your move goes smoothly and your household goods needs are met.
Sponsor

Your unit sponsor is XXXXX. XXXXX is here to assist you during your transfer and help you transition to shipboard life. He can answer most of the questions that typically concern incoming personnel. He can be reached at (321) 784-8176 or XXXX@uscg.mil.  I assign sponsors to assist you one-on-one and to provide you with more information regarding your duties and responsibilities.  Please contact this shipmate soon with your contact info and to confirm your 
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arrival date.  If CONFIDENCE is underway on patrol, you should check in with FS2 Cronrath at 321-868-4237. He will provide you with further instructions on meeting the ship during a deployment and can also meet you at the local airports and provide transportation to Cape Canaveral if needed.
Ombudsman

If you are married, I highly encourage your spouse to contact our OMBUDSMAN, Brandi Ruffner via email at confidenceombudsman@gmail.com as soon as possible. Brandi is very familiar with the family resources in the area, serves as our primary family assistance representative and POC for any family emergencies which need to be communicated to us underway, and is extremely helpful.

Mailing Address
The unit has 2 separate mailing addresses. Mail can be sent/forwarded to either of the two addresses: 

Commanding Officer 

USCGC CONFIDENCE (WMEC 619)

c/o Patrick AFB Patrick AFB, FL 32925

Commanding Officer 

USCGC CONFIDENCE (WMEC 619) 

9235 Grouper Rd Cape Canaveral, FL 32920

Check-In Procedures
Inport: Meet the vessel at Station Port Canaveral, Fl in tropical blue long. Morning muster is at 0645 Monday thru Friday.
Underway: Check-in with FS2 Cronrath at 321 868-4237 or the Station Port Canaveral OOD at 321 868-4200. Travel to meet the cutter underway will be arranged and berthing may be available in the Station temporary quarters room.

Medical
If you have dependants and choose to use TRICARE, they must be enrolled locally. To find out how to enroll your dependants or if you have any questions regarding health care, contact our health benefits advisor, HS2 Gillard at 321 784-8176/8177 or Eric.A.Gillard@uscg.mil or go online to http://www.humana-military.com/.

This tour will be personally and professionally rewarding for you and will be one of the most memorable adventures of your life.  I look forward to sailing with you, shipmate.  Welcome aboard.
J. A. Passarelli, CDR

Commanding Officer

USCGC CONFIDENCE (WMEC 619)
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R 162325Z OCT 08 ZUI ASN-R05308000891

FM USCGC CONFIDENCE

TO CI/COGARD TRACEN CAPE MAY NJ//T//

INFO CI/COGARD INTSUPRTCOM MIAMI FL//PRU//

CI/COGARD STA PORT CANAVERAL FL

BT

UNCLAS //N01326//

SUBJ: SA xxxxxxxxxxxx, USCG

1.  CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO USCGC CONFIDENCE.

2.  CONFIDENCE'S PRIMARY MISSIONS INCLUDE MARITIME LAW ENFORCEMENT, ALIEN MIGRANT INTERDICTION OPERATIONS, SEARCH AND RESCUE, AND NATIONAL SECURITY.

3.  WE WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT YOUR TOUR ABOARD

CONFIDENCE IS THE BEST TOUR OF YOUR CAREER.  WE ARE PROUD OF

THE HIGH LEVEL OF MORALE ABOARD AND ATTRIBUTE THIS TO

A PHILOSOPHY OF MISSION EXCELLENCE, WATCHING OUT FOR OUR SHIPMATES AND ENJOYING OURSELVES ALONG THE WAY.

4.  PETTY OFFICER XXX IS YOUR SPONSOR AND IS READY TO HELP YOU MAKE YOUR PERMANENT CHANGE OF STATION FROM TRACEN CAPE MAY TO CONFIDENCE AS SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE.  PLEASE CONTACT PETTY OFFICER XXX BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 0700 TO 1500 EDT AT (321) 784-8176 (LAND LINE). YOU CAN ALSO EMAIL YOUR SPONSOR AT XXX@USCG.MIL WITH ANY QUESTIONS.  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE COORDINATED WITH THE SHIP'S SCHEDULE.

5. IF CONFIDENCE IS UNDERWAY ON YOUR REPORT DATE, YOU SHOULD PLAN TO ARRIVE AT COAST GUARD STATION PORT CANAVERAL WHICH IS THE SMALL BOAT STATION LOCATED IN OUR HOMEPORT.  COAST GUARD STATION PORT CANAVERAL'S TELEPHONE NUMBER IS (321) 868-4200.

6.TO HELP YOU IN YOUR MOVE, PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR SPONSOR WITH THE

FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

    A.  MARITAL STATUS AND NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS, IF ANY.

    B.  SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES OR NEEDS OF YOU OR YOUR

        DEPENDENTS.

    C.  AN ADDRESS WHERE WE CAN MAIL YOUR WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE.

7.  FOR RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PLEASE CALL THE FOLLOWING:

A. FAMILY HOUSING: PATRICK AFB HOUSING OFFICE,

    (321)494- 2593.

    B.  LEASED BACHELOR HOUSING: BM xxxxxxx, (813)248-5792/5940.

    C.  UNIT OMBUDSMAN: xxxxxxxxxxx, (321)xxx-xxxx.

    D.  STATION PORT CANAVERAL: BMC xxxxxxxxxxx (321)868-4200.

    E.  ISC MIAMI WORK-LIFE: SARAH JONES-PEREIRA, (305)415-6976.

8.  AGAIN, WELCOME ABOARD.

9. CDR xxxxxxxxxx, COMMANDING OFFICER SENDS.

BT

