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UNIT NAME: USCG Station Portsmouth
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   Updated 18 OCT11 District 5     PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:  (You’re Name)

                                                                                                                 U. S. Coast Guard Station Portsmouth
                                         4000 Coast Guard Blvd

                                          Portsmouth, Virginia 23703

COMMERCIAL PHONE # (757) 483-8527               
FAX: (757) 483-8449

WEB SITE: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/station/portsmouth/
E-MAIL: No Central E-Mail, Each person 

                                                                                                                      has their own.
UNITS MISSIONS: Primary: Home Land Security and SAR    Secondary: Law Enforcement

CURRENT CHAIN OF COMMAND: 
Officer in Charge (OIC) 

BMCS Gilmour





Executive Petty Officer (XPO) 
BMC Stapleton





Engineering Petty Officer (EPO) 
MK1 Wagner
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Radio Watch Stander, Boat Crewman, Tactical Boat Crewman, Boarding Team Member.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Same as SA/SN and Boat Engineer

TIME TO BE QUALIFIED: 
Watch Stander – 04 weeks

 
Boat Crew – 03 months OR Boat Engineer – 04 months 

Boarding Team Member – 01 month


Tactical Boat Crewman – 01 month

BRAKE IN’S: Brake in’s are to stand regular duty after you are watch qualified. You are to report at 0700 on duty days for 48hr duration. During watch qualification you will work Monday-Friday 0730-1530.
ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: All standard small unit weapons (Sig 40, M-16 Rifle, 12-Gauge Shotgun, M240 machine gun).  E4 and above: Boarding Officer, Coxswain and Tactical Coxswain.

WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN: We have 02Duty Sections rotations. Once Watch Qualified, 48hrs on 48hrs off, sliding weekends.
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Report at station prior to 1600Hrs
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Winter: Bravos     Summer: Tropical Blue Long

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: Officer Of the Day

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  Station has no current means of stowage for personnel gear other than standard 6ft locker.  Single members will initially be assigned to the ISC barracks which two persons per room.  Married personnel are required to live on the economy.  Gov’t housing is not normally available.
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  ODU’s
ADDITIONAL UNIFORM ITEMS AND NEEDED EQUIPMENT WILL BE ISSUED IN CHECKING IN.
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER: 85-95

WINTER: 30-40

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:BMC STAPLETON, 757-483-8527
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Numerous colleges and universities throughout the area to include Tidewater Community College, Old Dominion University, William and Mary, Christopher Newport University and many others. 

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: 
Total Attached; 39 Active & 20 Reserves

BM’s = 17
MK’s = 10
ME = 02
Non-rated = 10
Reserves = 20
AD Reservist: 05
BOATS AT STATION:  02 – 41’ UTB & 04 – 25’ R-BS
NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Portsmouth

LOCATION OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY, EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY There is a small exchange located on the USCG ISC Portsmouth base, but there are several major exchanges and commissaries in the area. We also have a GYM, Galley, and Medical & Dental facility’s on base.
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  Almost every denomination available throughout the area.
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY: James River up to Richmond, Elizabeth River/Intercoastal Waterway to the Virginia/North Carolina state line, and Chesapeake Bay just past the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel.

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: It is recommended that if you have dependents that you first get here and find a place to live prior to relocating your dependents here. Because we are a land based unit all personnel are required to live on the economy.  
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Barracks are available but only temporary. E/1 – E/4 must live barracks until UPH is 90% full.  BAH is not available until after you become Boat crew qualified.
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE: $150 per month








SINGLE FEMALE:   $150 per month

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Yes, but very limited and usually not available.
BAH RATE FOR AN E2 –E3 WITH OUT DEPENDENTS: 
$1109
WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: Barracks until UPH is 90% full. There are several apartments available in the area, and you can usually get a room mate. An average 1 bedroom apartment is around $675. You will live in the UPH until you become boat crew qualified.
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: yes through XPO
WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  There are a multitude of banks in the area.
IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: On base there is a Guardian Federal Credit Union with numerous others available off base.
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: 03 with in 20 miles.

HOW MANY STORES: Dozens

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA: $870/ WITHOUT UTILITIES

BAH RATE FOR AN E2 & E3 w/dependents:  $1359
IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#


FAX#

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: There are 5 large cities that compose the Hampton Roads area (Portsmouth, Chesapeake, Norfolk, Virginia Beach, & Hampton/Newport News) we have members that live in all these areas. 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY: Depends on driving style, approx. $200 per month

WHER DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: Portsmouth Naval Hospital

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL: Prime

STANDARD/ PRIME /EXTRA

IS DENTAL AVAILABLE: Yes

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  No

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

The Hampton Roads area is very populated with military personnel from all branches of the service. Upon reporting to the unit, you will have a lot of information passed to you on normal routine and all of the qualifications that you will be expected to get within a short period of time. During this time, things can be stressful and it may seem like you will never be done with qualifications. Once you are done with watch, it starts getting easier and then after boat crew much easier. Once you have the qualifications for your rate, you can start going on missions and start school if you are interested. There are many colleges in the area and online. There are a good bit of personnel at the unit involved in school that will be willing to help out if needed.  We look forward to you reporting aboard! If you have any other questions contact your sponsor or the XPO.
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(The 25’s at the Station – 06 AUG 05)
(One of the 41’s at the Station- 17Aug 05)
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