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UNIT NAME:  Coast Guard Communications Station Kodiak Alaska
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:   (Your Name)





     Coast Guard Communication Station





     P.O. Box 190017





     Kodiak, AK 99619-0017

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (907) 487-5744



FAX: (907) 487-5517

WEB SITE: http://www.uscg.mil/d17/commsta

E-MAIL: Daniel.m.lawler@uscg.mil
TEAM KODIAK RELOCATION WEBSITE: http://www.uscg.mil/d17/teamkodiakrelo/teamkodiakwebsite/relo/relo.html
UNIT MISSION: COMMSTA Kodiak’s mission is to provide rapid, reliable, and secure communications to the maritime public, Coast Guard forces, and other government agencies (federal, state, and local.) 
TYPICAL SA/SN & FA/FNJOB ASSIGNMENT:  Typically, Seaman and Firemen are assigned to the Engineering department.  Supervisors will be Electronics Technicians.  Assigned non-rated personnel will assist in the erection and maintenance of antennas, antenna fields and will otherwise assist Engineering department personnel in the performance of their duties.  Non-rated personnel will occasionally be assigned temporarily to augment crews on cutters home ported in Kodiak.

REPORTING PROCEDURES DURING NORMAL WORK HOURS: Your sponsor or a designated driver should meet you upon your arrival on island (make sure your sponsor knows your itinerary). If arriving on the ferry contact your sponsor upon arriving on island. If they cannot be contacted, call (907) 487-5744.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Contact the Comms Watch Officer at  (907) 487-5778. Tell them who you are and that you are reporting for duty, also let them know who your sponsor’s name.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE: Non-Rates are assigned to the ISC Kodiak barracks and can expect approximately 225 square feet of living space. Each room is single occupancy and is fully furnished with bed, dresser, wardrobe and computer table. Single non-rates should be careful on shipping excess items to Kodiak, as storage can be very expensive and difficult to obtain. You are encouraged to ship a television, VCR/DVD player, stereo, computer and the like.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Operational Dress Uniform.  (Tropical Blue Long for ‘non-dirty’ work is acceptable year round in Alaska)

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: None. A heavy weather jacket will be issued at unit. 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:
SUMMER: 60

WINTER: 30

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #: (907) 487-5744 X115

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Traditional - University of Alaska remote campus through Kodiak College Nontraditional – College Level Examination Program (CLEP), Dantes Subject standardized Tests (DSST), Excelsior College Examinations (ECE) through Team Kodiak’s Education Center located in the Main barracks.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  ET, OS, IT, SK, YN

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Kodiak “proper” – seven miles downtown.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: CG Integrated Support Command (ISC) Kodiak  -two miles from the COMMSTA (building T-1 on  Anton Larson Road) 

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: CG ISC Kodiak  - two miles away

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Catholic, Protestant (all kinds), Russian Orthodox in Kodiak.. The Star of the Sea Chapel is located on base and has both Protestant and Catholic services.

Star of the Sea Chapel: http://10.17.36.30/kodiak/05/command/chaplain.htm
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Tropical Blue Long  or Service Dress Blue (SDB).

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  the Communicatons Watch Officer @ (907) 487-5778, or the duty ET or IT

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: As Kodiak is an island you will be arriving by airplane or ferry. If you have a vehicle it will need to be shipped and can take up to 45 days to arrive. There is no public transportation on Kodiak Island. The town of Kodiak is approximately 6 miles. Winter is cold and dark with average daylight lasting 6 to 7 hours. With the moderate winter temperatures we do get some snow and rain mixtures and lots of ice. In the summer we get up to 18 hours of daylight or more. Outdoor activities are the main thing to do on Kodiak so bring all of your outdoor gear for hunting, hiking, backpacking and fishing. 

UNIT NAME:  COMMSTA Kodiak Alaska                                    
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: YES

QUARTERS/BARRACKS AVAILABLE? : BARRACKS (Coast Guard Integrated Support Command, Kodiak)

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE: DEPENDS ON DRIVING RECORD.








      SINGLE FEMALE: SAME.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE? : NO

WHERE DOES A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE? : In the  CG Integrated Support Command (ISC) Barracks (BEQ).

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE? : NO

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK? : KEY BANK, CREDIT UNION ONE, The  FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF ALASKA, WELLS FARGO OR ALASKAUSA FCU.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA? : YES, CREDIT UNION ONE, or ALASKA USA.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA? : There is a small outdoor mall/shopping center in town made up of locally owned stores and restaurants. In addition to the mall area there are several small specialty stores spread out around town that carry sporting goods and clothing. Wal-Mart is the only large discount store in Kodiak. Kodiak is a relatively small town with limited and sometimes expensive shopping; so many people utilize online or catalog shopping for many items.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA: $1100 to $1300, most rental units do not accept pets. Please keep this in mind when deciding to rent on the economy. Most rental rates do not include utilities, which can be an additional  $100 to $130 or more.

BAH rates for all ranks can be found on the following website: (below listed hyperlink)

Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) Use zip code 99615 and your paygrade.

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE? : NO

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE? : YES

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAITING TIME FOR HOUSING? : ISC Kodiak operates over 400 housing units located throughout the complex. The number of dependents determines the size of the house you will be offered. The average wait for housing in Kodiak can be from 5-30 days depending on the time of year you arrive on island (transfer season i.e. June through  September may extend your waiting time). For the most current information you are encouraged to contact the Kodiak Housing office at 1-800-563-4252 ext 144 or 146.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE? : GOVERNMENT HOUSING

RATES OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR A TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY? : Depends on your driving record.  Take the time to consult with your auto insurer.  Rates in Alaska are slightly more than Northern California based on a decent driving record. This is based on the more arduous driving conditions encountered (i.e. ice, snow, poorer road conditions, etc.)



WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE? : USCG Clinic. TRICARE PRIME REMOTE in town.

WHAT SCHOOLS ARE AVAILABLE:   On base ISC:  Peterson Elementary. In Kodiak Town,  Main, EAST or

Northstar Elementary.   Junior High:  Kodiak Middle School.  High Schoolers:  Kodiak High School.  Both the middle and high school are located outside downtown on  Rezanof Drive.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE? :  TRICARE PRIME REMOTE.

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE? : Yes. Five participating providers are currently available in the Kodiak community.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? Since Kodiak is an overseas assignment, all personnel must go through an overseas screening and receive entry approval from ISC Kodiak prior to departing their current unit.  If you are a single member and getting married while on leave to your new unit in Kodiak, it is very important that you obtain entry approval for your new spouse and any children before you arrive. Upon receiving entry approval, families are encouraged to come to Kodiak together. 

UNIT NAME:  COMMSTA Kodiak Alaska                                     

Things to do in Kodiak Alaska

· Hunt - There are all kinds of  hunting and trapping available here.

· Fish - We have some of the best fishing in the world here: halibut, steelhead, rainbow trout, salmon include: kings, sockeye, Coho, pinks and chum, Dolly Varden, Grayling, rockfish and lingcod

· Higher Education - There is a community college in Kodiak.  Because we are day workers, we have a flexible schedule, easily allowing us to take classes in the evening and on the weekend

· Extra Job - Again, because of our day worker status, we have the ability to get an extra job and put a little extra cash in our pockets.

· Computer and Internet – Kodiak finally has high speed internet connectivity through GCI and ACS. 
· Take a walk on the beach - The beaches are quite serene.  Don’t jump in though.  Currents are rough and the water temperature even in July is cooler than Northern California (which averages 58F in July/August).

· Work on cars - The auto hobby shop is very well stocked with all the tools you could use on your car.

· Dirt Biking - Grab a dirt bike and hit the hills.  Trails are in abundance.

· Four Wheeling - Great trails for 4x4ing.  Ensure others know where you’re going and bring a cellular phone, flashlights, blankets,  tow ropes and other emergency equipment when going out into the woods.  Also be BEAR AWARE. 

· Spotting Sea life - You could go out and look for whales or sea lions.

· Go TAD - Jump on a cutter and see what the rest of the USCG does.

· Go and shoot guns - Many people from the COMMSTA go out and shoot for fun on sports days.  There are also some ranges around Kodiak.

· Read - There is a library in town.  Decent selection.

· Wine and Dine - From McDonalds, the Mongolian Grill, and the Best Western’s Chart Room Restaurant, Kodiak has a decent amount of restaurants.
· Skateboard - There is a skate park in town.  Ensure you and your loved ones “keep it clean” and wear protective gear at all times. 

· Play sports - There are unit vs.unit games and local teams for almost every sport.

· Play in snow - We don’t get too much snow, but it’s nice and fluffy.  Keep kids and their toboggans, sleds, dishes, inner tubes, etc. far away from roadways. 

· Shop – There’s a decent mix of stores in town ranging from sporting goods, to a Wal-Mart, as well as the Coast Guard Exchange on board the ISC Kodiak.

· Tie Flies - Inexpensive and fun!

· Bowl - Two bowling alleys exist on Kodiak – one in town downstairs of the Elk’s Lodge, and one onboard the Coast Guard ISC Kodiak.

· Movies- There are two theaters, one on the ISC; one in town, as well as video/DVD rentals at Safeway, Blockbuster, the ISC Kodiak exchange.
· Climb Mountains – There are several mountains close to the base that you can climb.  

· Worship - There are several churches serving most Christian denominations including the ISC Chapel (General Protestant and Catholic).

· Hike & Bike- Go forth into the woods and go camping. (Again – bring safety gear, water, a flashlight.  Let others know where you’re going and be BEAR AWARE).

· Play Video Games.  The aforementioned places (see “MOVIES”) have for rent or sale video games.  (Wal-Mart and the CG Exchange has a good selection of games for purchase).

· Run and Lift weights - The gym is very nice on base (and one downstairs at COMMSTA Kodiak in the T-1 building).

· Swim - There is an indoor pool at the CG ISC base gym

· Catch some rays - Inside the ISC gym, they have tanning beds.  Also, in town, a couple of beauty salons have tanning beds.  In late spring through summer, when it’s nice and sunny, sit on one of Kodiak’s beaches or hillsides (such as Fort Abercrombie) and get some sun.  Caution!  On mild sunny days, don’t let the lack of heat fool you – ensure you wear an effective sunscreen or you’ll look like the Red Salmon that come to spawn in the spring.
· Go sightseeing - There are a few historical museums and relics from World War II.

· Kayaking -  ISC Kodiak, along with COMMSTA Kodiak’s very own MWR has kayaks and canoes that you can borrow.

· Golf – Nine hole Bear Valley Golf Course – courtesy of the Coast Guard ISC MWR.

· Ice-skating and hockey in the winter at the new rink in town adjacent to the High School/Middle School track
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FM COGARD COMMSTA KODIAK AK

TO COGARD TRACEN PETALUMA CA//PRU//

INFO COGARD INTSUPRTCOM KODIAK AK//PH//

BT

UNCLAS //N01326//

SUBJ: R/R FIRST MI. LAST, EMPLID #*******, USCG

A. PERSCOM ORDERS DTD DDMMMYY

B. COMDTINST M1000.6A, CGPERSMAN, SEC 4.H

C. COMDTINST M6000.1A, CGMEDMAN, ART 3-A-7

1. PLEASE CONGRATULATE R/R NAME ON HER ORDERS TO COMMUNICATION

STATION KODIAK.  HER/HIS COMMAND ASSIGNED SPONSOR IS R/R NAME, WHO

CAN BE REACHED AT 907-487-5778.

2. TO ENSURE THAT ALLOWANCES ARE STARTED, THE MEMBER MUST CHECK-IN

UPON THE DAY OF ARRIVAL.  MANY ALLOWANCES ARE NOT AUTHORIZED UNTIL

OFFICIAL CHECK-IN.  PLAN ARRIVAL BETWEEN 0700-1530 MONDAY THROUGH

FRIDAY.  UNIFORM OF THE DAY IS REQUIRED WHEN CHECKING IN.  IF

ARRIVAL IS AFTER NORMAL WORK HOURS, DELAY IS AUTHORIZED UNTIL THE

NEXT WORK DAY.  IN THIS CASE, AIRLINE OR FERRY ITINERARY IS

REQUIRED SO THAT THE ORDERS MAY BE ENDORSED WITH THE ACTUAL TIME.

KEEP ALL RECEIPTS SINCE THEY MAY BE NECESSARY FOR TRAVEL CLAIM

PROCESSING.  IN CASE OF EMERGENCY WHILE ENROUTE, CONTACT COMMSTA AT

907-487-5778.

3. THE TRANSITION-RELOCATION MANAGER(TRM), DEBORAH BOWER, MAY BE

CONTACTED AT (907)487-5525, EXT 275 OR 800-872-4957 EXT 563, THEN

EXT 275 OR DBOWER@CGALASKA.USCG.MIL.  TEAM KODIAK WEB PAGE

CONTAINING RELOCATION AND HOUSING INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ON THE

INTERNET AT HTTP://WWW.USCG.MIL/D17/TEAMKODIAKRELO/.  RELOCATION

PACKAGES ARE ONLY MAILED UPON REQUEST BY CONTACTING DEBORAH BOWER

WITH CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS VIA PHONE OR EMAIL LISTED ABOVE.

MILEPOST MAY ALSO BE REQUESTED IF MEMBER IS DRIVING, WHILE SUPPLIES

LAST.  COMMSTA KODIAK ALSO HAS A WEBSITE WITH VALUABLE INFORMATION

ABOUT THE COMMAND AND THE LOCAL AREA AT

HTTP://CGWEB.CGALASKA.USCG.MIL/, THEN SELECTING CG COMMUNICATIONS.

4. THE MEMBERS MAIL MAY BE TEMPORARILY FORWARDED TO THE FOLLOWING

ADDRESS: CO, USCG COMMUNICATION STATION, ATT: (MBRS RANK/NAME),

P.O. BOX 190017, KODIAK, AK 99619-0017.

5. REF B, REQUIRES AN INTERVIEW AND SCREENING OF MEMBERS AND

DEPENDENTS TO DETERMINE SUITABILITY FOR OVERSEAS DUTY.  IT IS THE

TRANSFERRING COMMAND'S RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE PROPER SCREENING IS

CONDUCTED.  IMPROPER SCREENING CAN RESULT IN A COSTLY IMPACT ON

MEMBER AND COMMAND.  ANYTHING OTHER THAN ROUTINE CARE IS VERY

LIMITED IN KODIAK.  IF MEMBER OR ANY BENEFICIARY HAS A MEDICAL

CONDITION THE MEMBER SHOULD CONTACT ISC KODIAK PATIENT AFFAIRS AT

907-487-5757, EXT 131 TO DETERMINE IF A CERTAIN TYPE OF CARE IS

AVAILABLE.  THE BELOW LIST IS THE MINIMUM REQUIRED INFO TO MEET

SCREENING REQUIREMENT.  REQUEST ENTRY APPROVAL VIA MESSAGE TO ISC

KODIAK AK//PH// USING THE FOLLOWING FORMAT:

A. DATE O'SEAS INTERVIEW COMPLETED:

B. NAME OF O'SEAS INTERVIEWER:

C. DATE CG-3307 EXECUTED CERTIFYING MEMBER AND DEPENDENTS FULLY

QUALIFIED FOR O'SEAS ASSIGNMENT:

D. HIV TEST DATE:

E. DATE HIV TEST RESULTS FWD TO REPORTABLE DISEASE DATA BASE:

F. DATE DUPLICATE DENTAL PANORAL RADIOGRAPH FWD TO DEFENSE MANPOWER

DATA CENTER:

G. HAS MBR HAD ANY ALCOHOL-RELATED INCIDENTS. IF SO, PROVIDE DETAILS

VIA FOUO MSG.

H. DATE OF MBR'S LAST WEIGH-IN. IF NOT IN COMPLIANCE, EXPLAIN.

I. DATE OF PHYSICAL EXAM APPROVED:

J. DOES MEMBER HOLD VALID DRIVER'S LICENCE. IF NO, STATEMENT THAT MBR

WILL OBTAIN ONE BEFORE TRANSFER.

K. MEMBERS TOUR ELECTION:

L. FOR ENLISTED PERSONNEL - EAOS, OBLIGSERV FOR TOUR ELECTED:

M. IF APPLICABLE, DEPENDENTS INFORMATION: DOM AND DOB/GENDER OF ALL

DEPENDENTS WHO WILL ACCOMPANY MEMBER TO ALASKA:

N. IF APPLICABLE, DATE OF DEERS CHECK AND UPDATE DEPENDENCY EXPIRES:

O. DATE OF LAST HIGHEST SECURITY CHECK: NATIONAL AGENCY CHECK (NAC)

OR BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION (BI): IF OVER 10 YRS OR NONE ON RECORD,

INDICATE DATE UPDATE/ORIGINAL INITIATED AND INCLUDE COPY OF UPDATE

PAPERWORK IN PDR.

P. DATE MEMBER COUNSELED ON O'SEAS PAY AND ALLOWANCES, PCS TVL AND

TRANSPORTATION ENTITLEMENTS:

Q. ANTICIPATED DATE OF DETACHMENT:

R. ANTICIPATED DATE OF ARRIVAL FOR MEMBER AND DEPENDENT(S):

S. MEMBERS ENROUTE ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER:

T. AMOUNT OF CASH/TVL CHECKS MBR WILL CARRY TO COVER DELAYS AND

INITIAL EXPENSES. RECOMMEND AT LEAST $1000.

U. FINANCIAL SUITABILITY.  COMMENT ON MEMBERS AND FAMILY CURRENT

FINANCIAL STANDING.  ENSURE LIVING O'SEAS ON THE MEMBERS PAY WILL

NOT CAUSE UNDUE FINANCIAL HARDSHIP:

V. COMMENT ON MEMBERS OR FAMILY SPECIAL NEEDS OR MEDICAL CONDITIONS

REQUIRING OTHER THAN ROUTINE CARE:

W. POC AND PHONE NO: QUESTIONS CONCERNING ENTRY APPROVAL SHOULD BE

DIRECTED TO ISC KODIAK HOUSING, 907-487-5310, EXT 141 OR 145.

6. TRAVEL RESERVATIONS SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO REQUESTING ENTRY

APPROVAL.  DUE TO THE LIMITED ITINERARY AND SPACE, IF TRAVEL BY

FERRY IS PLANNED RECOMMEND MEMBER MAKE ARRANGEMENTS AS SOON AS

POSSIBLE.  TO SCHEDULE CONTACT THE ALASKAN MARINE HIGHWAY SYSTEM AT

1-800-526-6731 OR 1-800-642-0066.

7. TEMPORARY LODGING MAY BE DIFFICULT TO FIND, RECOMMEND CONTACTING

THE ISC KODIAK GUEST HOUSE AT 907-487-5446 TO SCHEDULE

ACCOMMODATIONS.  THERE ARE ALSO SEVERAL LOCAL HOTELS AVAILABLE IF

DESIRED.  IF UNABLE TO FIND TEMPORARY LODGING MEMBERS SHOULD

CONSIDER NON-CONCURRENT TRAVEL OF DEPENDENTS.

8. MEMBER MUST ARRIVE ON APPROVED ENTRY DATE.  TEMPORARY LODGING

ALLOWANCE (TLA) WILL NOT BE AUTHORIZED FOR EARLY ARRIVALS OR

MEMBERS ARRIVING PRIOR TO THEIR DEPENDENTS.  HOTEL/MOTEL TYPE QTRS

ARE VERY EXPENSIVE; THEREFORE IF YOU ARRIVE PRIOR TO APPROVAL ENTRY

DATE, OUT OF POCKET EXPENSE COULD CAUSE HARDSHIP.

9. PLEASE EXPEDITE THE ENTIRE O'SEAS PROCESS SO THAT THE MEMBER CAN

MANAGE A SMOOTH MOVE, AND MAKE NECESSARY TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS.  IAW

REF A, ENSURE A COPY OF THE COMPLETED CHECKLIST FOR OVERSEAS

SCREENING AND OVERSEAS SCREENING FOR ACTIVE DUTY DEPENDENTS IS FAXED

TO ISC KODIAK AND COMMSTA KODIAK WITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER COMPLETION OF

THE INTERVIEW PROCESS.  FAX COMPLETED CHECKLIST TO ISC KODIAK AT 907-

487-5043 , AND COMMSTA AT 907-487-5517.

10. WE ENCOURAGE TRANSFERRING MEMBERS TO CONTACT THEIR SPONSOR

OFTEN TO ENSURE ACCURATE EXPECTATIONS ARE SET.

11. POC: YN1 B. JOKI-SMITH AT 907-487-5281.
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