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UNIT NAME: USCGC FIR (WLB 213)
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:    (Your Name)

                                                                USCGC FIR (WLB 213)

                                                                Base Tongue Point

                                                                Astoria, OR 97103

COMMERCIAL PHONE # (503) 325-1601

FAX: (503) 325-1601
WEB SITE: www.uscg.mil/d13/cgcfir



E-MAIL:Firstname.Initial.Lastname@uscg.mil

UNITS MISSIONS:  Aids to Navigation, Law Enforcement, Search and Rescue.
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:
You will be a member of Deck Force and work on Buoy Ops.  Other duties include working as a Messcook.  Watchstanding roles are: Helm & Lookout, Junior Officer of the Deck (underway), Security Watch stander (inport).
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: 
You will be assigned to either the Main Propulsion or Auxiliary division of Engineering and also work Buoy Ops/LE.  Other duties include working as a Messcook.  Watchstanding roles are: Journeyman Engineer (underway), Security Watch stander (inport).
QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: Once you’ve reported onboard you will be provided a timeline memo stating which qualifications are expected of you and the qualification dates.  Failure to complete the qualifications within the timeline will result in administrative action.
INPORT DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN:  1 in 4 (1 in 3 until qualified)

UNDERWAY DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  1 in 4 (1 in 3 until qualified)

UNDERWAY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  1 in 4 (1 in 3 until qualified)

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  ODU
IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  Department Head

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  See Quarterdeck Watchstander although it is strongly recommended that you contact your Sponsor and coordinate your arrival with him/her.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  CG Sector Columbia River, Warrenton, OR

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET): You will be assigned an upright locker and there is storage in your rack.   Total cubic feet: 40
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  ODU
RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  None.  You will be issued all relevant gear to work Buoy Ops.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, ET, HS, MK, EM, DC, YN, SK, FS

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  Grays Harbor, WA; Coos Bay, OR; Newport, OR; Strait of Juan De Fuca, WA; Columbia River.

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  MKC King  (503)325-1601

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER: 60-80

WINTER: 40-60

WEATHER:  Astoria is a part of the Pacific Northwest and rain is a common factor during the Winter, Spring and Autumn months.  Summer is usually mild but temperatures have been higher in recent years.  During the Autumn and Winter months winds have been ranging from 10-40 kts with gusts up to 70 kts.
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Clatsop Community College is in the town of Astoria but other opportunities exist in Washington.  Grays Harbor Community College has a satellite branch in the town of Ilwaco, WA which provides excellent courses which are transferable to other colleges.  There are also distance learning courses available through the Educational Services Officer for active duty members.
NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Astoria – 2 miles

NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Camp Rilea – 15 miles – no services

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  CG Exchange – Astoria

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  Varied

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Wells Fargo, Bank of Astoria, Bank of America
IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Yes – Wauna Federal Credit Union, TLC Federal Credit Union
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:  Vehicle decal not required to enter Tongue Point base but is needed for Sector Columbia River.  Decals are available at Sector Columbia River with driver’s license and proof of insurance. Astoria is a coastal town with normal amenities (Safeway, movie theater, Fred Meyer, Costco).  There are shops in town but no mall.  There is an outlet mall in seaside which is a 25 minute drive south on Hwy 101.  Longview, WA is a 45 minute drive east on Hwy 30 and has a Wal-Mart, Home Depot and a full mall.  Portland, OR is a two hour drive east.
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes onboard.
QUARTERS AND/OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  No, leased housing.
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE: $180 per month








SINGLE FEMALE:  $160 per month

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes.  All members without dependents are placed in leased 2 bedroom apartments in Astoria, Seaside and Warrenton.
WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  Onboard until housing comes available
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: No. This will be completed once you have reported to the unit.
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA: $700-$900 per month

BAH RATE (with/without dependants)  FOR AN E2 or E3 is –  $741.00 / $933.00
IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:
  6 Months

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# (503) 325-0203/0204


FAX# (503) 325-1977

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  C.G. Housing

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:
$150 per month

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Columbia Memorial Hospital






        GO TO SCHOOL:  Astoria or Warrenton 

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:
STANDARD/ PRIME (both)

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  Only if you have a house already established.  Housing is tight and you will need to contact housing to be placed on the waiting list once orders have been received.  Maintain communications with the Housing Office once on the list to know your status prior to reporting.
SUBJ:  WELCOME ABOARD, SR I. M. GOING, 2004775,USCG

A. CUTTER TRAINING AND QUALIFICATON MANUAL, COMDTINST M3502.4H

1. CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ORDERS TO CGC FIR!  YOUR ASSIGNMENT HERE IS CERTAIN TO BE AN EXCITING AND REWARDING PART OF YOUR COAST GUARD CAREER.

2. FIR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SERVICING ROUGHLY 150 BUOYS ALONG THE WASHINGTON AND OREGON COASTS. OUR OTHER ROUTINE MISSIONS ARE LAW ENFORCEMENT AND SEARCH AND RESCUE.

3. FIR'S HOME PORT IS BASE TONGUE POINT ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER IN ASTORIA, OR.  OUR ADDRESS IS CGC FIR (WLB 213), C/O BASE TONGUE POINT, ASTORIA, OR  97103. OUR PHONE NUMBER IS 503-325-1601/5764. THE BEST TIME TO CONTACT US IS WEEKDAYS BETWEEN 0700 AND 1600 PACIFIC STANDARD TIME.  IN CASE FIR IS UNDERWAY PLEASE CONTACT OUR CUTTER CELLPHONE AT 503-791-6015.

4. IT WILL BE REQUIRED THAT YOU HAVE A SECURITY CLEARANCE WHILE STATIONED ONBOARD FIR. PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU COMPLETE YOUR SF 86 AND REQUEST FOR CLEARANCE MESSAGE PRIOR TO ARRIVING. CONTACT FIR'S SECURITY OFFICER LTJG BRANDT FOR ANY CONCERNS.

5. CONTACT YN1 JACOB HANSET AT YOUR EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH A FIRM REPORTING TIME AND DATE. YN1 HANSET'S EMAIL ADDRESS IS JACOB.A.HANSET(AT)USCG.MIL. OUR CURRENT INFORMATION HAS YOU REPORTING ON 01JUL09. OPERATIONAL DRESS UNIFORM (ODU) IS THE UNIFORM FOR REPORTING ABOARD.

6. BM3 XXXXXXX HAS BEEN ASSIGNED AS YOUR SPONSOR. BM3 XXXXXXX’S EMAIL ADDRESS IS XXXXX.X.XXXXXXXX(AT)USCG.MIL.

7. PLEASE VISIT THE USCGC FIR WEB SITE AT: WWW.USCG.MIL/D13/CGCFIR. FIR'S OMBUDSMAN IS ANNA HOOVER. SHE IS AVAILABLE VIA E-MAIL FIROMBUDSMAN2011(AT)HOTMAIL.COM OR PHONE 360-761-9598. SHE IS A GREAT POINT OF CONTACT FOR INFORMATION ABOUT LIFE ON FIR AND IN BEAUTIFUL NORTHWEST OREGON. YOU MAY OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON COAST

GUARD ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS THROUGH BSU SEATTLE AT 206-217-6615.

8. YOUR SERVICING PERSONNEL OFFICE IS SECTOR COLUMBIA RIVER. THEIR OFFICE HOURS ARE WEEKDAYS BETWEEN 0800 AND 1600 PACIFIC STANDARD TIME. YOUR SERVICING PERSONNEL OFFICE YN IS YN3 JULIE JANET. SHE CAN BE REACHED AT 503-861-6186.

9. SECTOR COLUMBIA RIVER HAS GOVERNMENT HOUSING (BOTH LEASED AND CG-OWNED). ENSURE YOU CONTACT THE SECTOR COLUMBIA RIVER HOUSING OFFICER AT 503-861-6193 TO DISCUSS YOUR HOUSING OPTIONS. RELEASE FROM GOVERNMENT HOUSING MAY BE GIVEN ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS, BUT WE WILL BE UNABLE TO START BAH FOR YOU WITHOUT A WRITTEN RELEASE FROM GROUP ASTORIA.

10. WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR ARRIVAL. WELCOME ABOARD!
