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Home of Record: Coast Guard District One

UNIT NAME: COAST GUARD STATION FIRE ISLAND

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:  (Your Name)
                                                              U. S. Coast Guard Station Fire Island
                                                              1 Rescue Road
                                                              Babylon, NY 11702-4602
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COMMERCIAL PHONE #: (631) 661-9101		FAX: (631) 661-2459

Unit’s MISSIONS:  Search and Rescue (SAR), Law Enforcement (LE), Living Marine Resources (Fisheries), Homeland Security, Maritime Domain Awareness, Aids to Navigation, & Marine Environmental Response.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Communications Watch Stander / Boat Crew Member (BCM) / Boarding Team Member (BTM)
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TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Communications Watch Stander / Boat Crew Member (BCM) / Boat Crew Engineer / Boarding Team Member (BTM)

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN: 

Watch Type: Communications Watch for 4-8 hours a day (normally only 4 hours), routine workday tasks, and underway training, Law Enforcement (LE), and Search And Rescue (SAR) response.

Summer Duty Rotation: Port and Starboard (2 days on, 2 days off, 3 days on, 2 days off, 2 days on, 3 days off…repeat-3 day period is Friday, Saturday, Sunday)

Winter Duty Rotation: 1 in 3.  Port and Starboard Rotation for 2 weeks followed by 1 week of day working.  Day working is Monday-Thursday 0730-1500 and Friday 0730-1200 with weekends off.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Check with Communications Watch Stander and ask for Officer of the day (OOD).  Communications Room is visible to your right through glass partition as you come in the main entrance.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  If living onboard in barracks you will have a small room to yourself with a large closet and furniture (Rack, Night Stand, Dresser, Armoire, Desk, and chair) provided.  
If you are living off base you will only have a duty room at the unit which you will share with 2-3 others so storage will be limited.  You will have room for uniforms, issued gear, toiletries, and little else.

All unaccompanied (not married) E-3 and below will live on board in barracks until fully qualified and an E-3, at which time they will be released onto the economy.  Typical time to become fully qualified is 4-6 months.  For more information on housing/living arrangements see applicable section further down.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Operational Dress Uniform (ODU)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURES:      SUMMER (June-August): 65-85°F   
FALL/SPRING (September-November, March-May): 40-60°F         
WINTER (December-February): 25-40°F (Coldest at end of January and Early February)*
*Light snow accumulation for a few days during the winter is not unusual

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  (631) 661-9101 ask for Executive Petty Officer (XPO)
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WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Several colleges in both Suffolk and Nassau County as well as online distance learning opportunities and CLEPS/DANTES

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, MK, FS, SK, EM, DC.  All ratings are strikable

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  West Islip (3 Miles)

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  FT. Hamilton (50 Miles)

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  
Mitchell Field (20 Miles) - US Navy Commisary and Exchange
Fort Hamilton	- US Army Commisary and Exchange
USCG Sector New York – US Coast Guard Exchange
USCG Sector New Haven, CT – US Coast Guard Exchange

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  ALL

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER:  West edge is Unqua Point in Amityville / East edge is Smith Point Bridge between Bellport and Moriches.  Our Area of Responsibility is roughly shaped like a rectangle being 30 miles wide east to west and extending south 20 miles offshore covering an area equal to about 600 square miles.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Service Dress Bravos (SDB)

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  Officer Of the Day (OOD)

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: Upon first reporting there is a lot to learn in a short time.  You will be given deadlines for your various qualifications and participate in a weekly review of your progress by members of the Command Cadre (Commanding Officer-CO, Executive Petty Officer-XPO, Operations Petty Officer-OPS) every Friday.  It may seem a little overwhelming at first, but so long as you stay on schedule and seek out help from your shipmates early and often, you will soon be fully qualified.  Once your are fully qualified (approximately 4-6 months) you will find yourself on a much more relaxed schedule, only working 7 out of every 14 days and having a 3 day weekend every other week. 

Failure to qualify in a timely manner according to schedule negatively effects the whole unit.  It burdens your shipmates by forcing your share of the workload on them, it decreases their days off since they have to cover for unqualified members, and ultimately keeps them from being able to take leave as often.  
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With that in mind, the best way to fit in and integrate with the crew is to simply apply yourself and work diligently towards your qualifications.  Additionally once you are fully qualified and an E-3 you can move out of barracks, collect basic allowance for housing (BAH),  and live on the economy wherever you would like.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: YES 

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: YES 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  The state of New York is historically ranked as the 3rd most expensive state for auto insurance.  1 year premiums can average anywhere between $1,200-$2,700+.  This would make your monthly payment anywhere from $100 to $225+.  Members are warned that failing to notify your insurance company of where you vehicle is parked and used can be considered fraud and result in extra fee’s when filing a claim.  For example if your parents live in another state and you are insured through them because it is cheaper in that state, if you had to file a claim while living in New York you might have to pay extra fee’s such as $500 in addition to a $500 deductible.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  On board in Unaccompanied Personal Housing (UPH) Rooms.  Member will have their own room.  Once you are fully qualified  and an E-3 you will collect Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) and be able to live on the economy in a place of your choosing.  There is an ample abundance of adequate housing available that is affordable at the E-3 BAH rates.

BAH RATE FOR E-3 WITHOUT DEPENDANTS: $1,563

COST OF AVERAGE ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT IN AREA: $900-$1,200

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  Only if member has dependants (Married with or without kids). 

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Several banking institutions are available.  Many members prefer to use USAA.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Yes, several

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Yes, several	HOW MANY STORES:  50+

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS
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COST OF AVERAGE TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $1,300-$1,600 Some rentals include basic utilities, some don’t.

BAH WITH DEPENDANTS RATE FOR AN E-2/E-3: $2,084

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, but availability is limited, make sure you call ahead.  Because of the limited quantity of housing units there really is no average wait, it could be no wait to over a year.  There are 13 housing units located at Station Fire Island.  If no housing is available at Station Fire Island you would have the choice of using BAH and going on the economy or requesting Housing at West Hampton Beach.  Be aware that the commute from West Hampton Beach is 60+ minutes and can be a serious drain on your finances with the rising gas prices which are especially high on Long Island.
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HOUSING OFFICE PHONE #:   (631) 288-3253

WHERE DO MOST MEMBERS LIVING ON THE ECONOMY LIVE:  Our crew is spread out all over Long Island.  Babylon, Babylon Village, Bayshore, Islip, West Islip,  & Deer Park are some of the closest communities to Fire Island.  Talk with your sponsor to learn more about the area and choose a location that fits your needs and wants.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Civilian Dr. of their choosing or USFHP Clinic at Mitchell Field.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL:  It is based on where they are living.  Members residing in Housing on Fire Island send their dependants to Fire Island Union Free School District in Ocean Beach for K-6, then have a choice of 2-3 schools for 7-12.  Otherwise members kids would go to whichever schools district they reside in.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:  Tricare Prime Remote

IS UNITED CONCORDIA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes
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IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  Usually No.  Talk with your sponsor.  You want to make sure that you have housing available before moving your family.  If you have not already secured a housing on the economy you should wait to move your family  -or-  if you have not been notified by the housing office of your move in date for government housing you should wait to move your family.  

ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

About Station Fire Island From an E-3’s perspective:
	Babylon, NY is a pretty interesting place, especially Fire Island where we are stationed. There is a lot of history behind the station. The area, in general, is just like any area outside the city. You have your shopping malls, fast food, pool and things in that nature. If you have an interest in fishing you’ll enjoy it here. The station has a fishing pier or you can go on commercial fishing boats. The job is different than your previous employment. As an SA/SN out of boot camp you will be working with the deck-force as an SA, and with Engineering Dept. as an FA, with the engineering department, you will be cleaning the boats and doing various work that needs to be done around the station. On the Engineering side you’ll be helping the Engineers on the boats and working over at the boathouse. When you first arrive you’ll start qualifying at different things at the station. First you will break-in as a Communications Watch-Stander. This job consists of running the radios and telephone operations of the station. It sounds simple, but this job is very important. Next, you will want to qualify as a Boat Crew Member. This job requires knowledge and execution of boat handling and drills that happen on the water all the time. If you’re an FA arriving at the station, your next step is you will have to get Engineer Qualified. This includes great knowledge of the boat operating system and controls. You will have a lot to look forward to after arriving. The people you work with are great and the job, it speaks for itself, The Coast Guard is truly a great experience.
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EVEN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT COAST GUARD STATION FIRE ISLAND:
ABOUT STATION FIRE ISLAND
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On behalf of the crew at Coast Guard Station Fire Island I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you.  The Station is located on a barrier island south of Long Island, New York.  Berthing is available for duty section personnel and limited unaccompanied personnel housing for our single sailors new to the unit.  Generally once you’re fully qualified and attained the rank of E-3 we like to move you out onto the economy where you will collect basic allowance for housing.  Duty is the standard port and starboard with sliding weekends and in the winter we generally go to a modified 1 in 3 rotation as described earlier in this document.  The unit is composed of 36 active duty personnel, 14 reservist, and 100+ Auxiliarist, with a Chief Warrant Officer as the Commanding Officer, a Chief Boatswains Mate as the Executive Petty Officer, a Chief Machinery Technician as the Engineering Petty Officer, and a First Class Boatswains Mate as the Operations Petty Officer.
Coast Guard Station Fire Island is a multi-mission shore facility with a 47’ Motor Life Boat, a 41’ Utility Boat, and  (2) 25’ Defender “B” Class boats (RB-S).  Although the station carries out numerous missions, its primary mission is in responding to distressed mariners (search and rescue).  Fulfillment of this mission includes: training personnel, maintaining boats and equipment to ensure response capability, maintaining an awareness of emergent distress through lookout activities and communications watches and responding to distress situations.  Station Fire Island enforces Federal laws in accordance with Coat Guard regulations and directives.  
All other missions are assigned on a not to interfere basis except when such missions will avert distress at a later time.  Secondary missions include: safety inspections, security and law enforcement patrols (including fisheries enforcement activities) and providing initial pollution response.  Station Fire Island may also, on a situational basis, provide assistance to state and local agencies provide support to other military units in the local area and participate in non-operational activities such as public relations.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF A NON-RATE AT STATION FIRE ISLAND

MESSCOOK
 The duty messcook is one of the most important persons in the Station organization.  If he/she fails to properly perform his/her duty, the entire crew could well be incapacitated.
A. Messcooks (E-2 and E-3’s) will be assigned for a week at a time from the deck or engineering departments.  On average you will stand one week of messcook duty every 10 weeks.  The messcook has evenings off, but works from 0715-1800 Monday – Sunday.  It can be a long and strenuous job but again is essential to maintain the highest level of readiness at the station.
B. The messcook will be under the direction of the duty cook and will follow the daily routines provided in the galley standing orders.
COMMUNICATIONS WATCH STANDER
Upon reporting in, this will be your first qualification to strive for.  Once achieving this goal you will be standing watches in 4 hour segments and greatly contributing the station as a whole.  Duties of a communications watch stander include: a steadfast continuous guard of the VHF/FM radio’s, answering station phone calls, thorough rounds of station boats and grounds, awareness of all activities at the unit, and the voice of the Coast Guard to local mariners.  This is one of the most essential jobs at the unit as you will be a lifeline to persons in and around the water who are in distress.
DUTY BOAT CREWMEMBERS
Upon your watchstander certification, you will begin breaking in as a duty boat crewman.  While underway boat crewman serve as lookouts, helmsman, line handlers, and first responders to the public as well as numerous other jobs.  Boat crewman is a lengthy process and members should work closely with their assigned sponsor to make sure they are on the right track to obtaining this qualification.
ABOUT LONG ISLAND
On liberty or leave, there are several activities around the island to choose from.  New York City is approximately 60 miles away and can easily reached by car or train.  The east end of the Long Island offers small beach communities with a lengthy list of activities to choose from.  Beaches are in no short supply, and skiing and snowboarding in the winter are less than 4 hours away.   Fishing is available year round and hunting is available in season.   Long Island has something to offer for just about everyone.
Any unanswered questions can be asked to your assigned sponsor or the OOD during the time of your permitted phone call.  After graduation it would be wise to call again to make sure all preparations are made to make this a smooth transition into your first unit.  Good Luck and Welcome Aboard.
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