ABOUT THE UNIT

U. S. COAST GUARD GRAYS HARBOR
Description:
Station Grays Harbor is composed of two major buildings.  One housing the Bachelor Enlisted Quarters (BEQ), Communications Center, Operations, Admin, Training, Laundry Room, Recreation Deck, and Galley.  The other, is the boathouse/garage area, which is used mainly for the annual outhaul and emergency repair of our boats.  It also contains offices for the Engineering Section, Station Maintenance, Weld Shop, and Carpenter Shop.
Mission of the Station:
Seventy-five percent of our mission is Search and Rescue (SAR).  The other 25 percent is Law Enforcement, Marine Environmental Protection and Recreational Boating Safety.  Our operational area extends from Queets River to the North and Ocean Park to the south, out to 100 miles.  Our boats consist of the 52-foot Motor Lifeboat (MLB) Invincible, two 47-foot MLB's, and a 23-foot S.A.F.E. Boat.
Checking-In:
Report to the Communications Center and have the Officer of the Day endorse your orders if you arrive after working hours or during the weekend.  During the working hours, Report to Admin in Tropical Blue Long and have Admin check you off PCS.  Your orders will be endorsed, questions answered, and a check-in sheet given to you to complete within five days.
Quarters:
For single or unaccompanied members, there is a BEQ with rooms containing two occupants for nonrated personnel, and one occupant for rated personnel.  Each room has it's own bathroom and cable TV hookup.  The barracks have a recreation area with a color TV, VCR, laundry facilities, pool table, ping pong table, stereo, and a fully equipped weight room.

Government owned family quarters are provided for members with dependents.  There are three and four bedroom homes in the housing area located just 1.5 miles from the Unit.  This housing area has a large playground for children and large fenced-in yards.  Apply for housing by submitting a DD Form 1746 at your present command.
Health Care:
Active duty members are enrolled in TRICARE Prime, and are seen on routine, non-emergency and emergency cases by a physician in town or sent to Coast Guard Group Astoria Medical Clinic located approximately two hours away in Warrenton, WA. Madagan Army Hospital on FT. Lewis is also used by some of our members.

Dependents may also enroll in TRICARE Prime, Extra, or are automatically enrolled in TRICARE Standard (old CHAMPUS) and can use the doctor in town.  Dependents may also utilize the military facilities as mentioned above.  Madagan Army Hospital in Tacoma and Bremerton Naval Hospitals are also available and are approximately two hours away.

Dental Care for active duty will normally be taken care of through the contract Dentist in town or through the Group Astoria Dental Clinic.  Dental care for dependents is provided on a space-available basis at the Coast Guard Group Astoria Dental Clinic. Note for dependants: Dental care is through United Concordia, and is not part of the TRICARE system.
Exchange and Commissary:
A satellite exchange is operated onboard Station Grays Harbor and functions out of the Coast Guard Exchange at Group Astoria.  Hours of operation vary during the workday prior to Quarters in the morning and before the noon meal.  The satellite exchange sells mainly cigarettes and personal hygiene items, but can special order most anything through the main exchange.

   Two large exchanges and commissaries are located northeast of here, one at Fort Lewis Army Base and McChord Air Force Base.  Each is approximately a two-hour drive.
Morale/Special Services:
The Morale Committee has outfitted the unit with a variety of outdoor equipment.  Among this general list are a 22-foot Boston Whaler, 17-foot Boston Whaler, two ski boards, one 4-man tent, camping equipment, and sporting equipment like  volleyball, basketball, and baseball outfits.

Special Services located at Group Astoria and Pier 36 in Seattle provides a Ticketron service, discount tickets, and has information on the many recreational opportunities available in the Northwest area.  Tickets and information are provided for Theatre, Concerts, Special Events (i.e., Ringling Bros., Circus, Victorian Christmas), Sports (i.e., NHL Exhibition Games, WWF Wrestling, Seattle Seahawks, and Seattle Mariners Baseball), and Skiing tickets just to name a few.
HOW TO GET TO WESTPORT, WASHINGTON
Traveling via Privately Owned Conveyance..
While not all roads lead to Twin Harbors Beach, at least the ones that do are scenic and well maintained.  No matter which direction you come from, the trip here will be an enjoyable one.

The drive is easy.  From areas south of here, highway 101 is the key route.  Highway 101 links Washington to Oregon at Astoria where it crosses the huge, impressive bridge across the churning mouth of the Columbia River.  From Portland, for example, one could either take route 30 along the Oregon side of the river, or route 4 along the Washington side to link up with highway 101.

For a drive through forests instead of rivers, take Interstate 5 north from Portland to route 6 near Chehalis.  At Raymond, you will intersect 101, and just north of the small logging/port town, turn west on highway 105.  After a short cruise through the farms and forests along the north shore of Willapa Bay, you'll first visit Tokeland out on its peninsula, then on along the shore to Grayland and Westport.

From areas north of here, for example the ferry docks in Port Angeles or Port Townsend, again highway 101 is the key to get here.  Highway 101 is the key to getting here.  Highway 101 meets Grays Harbor at Hoquiam.

This port town blends into Aberdeen to the east, and here in Aberdeen is a critical turn.  Follow the signs for 105 south towards Westport.  As you cross the Chehalis River bridge, follow 105 south for about 20 miles.  

When you cross the Elk River bridge, you'll arrive at Twin Harbor beach country.

Many, if not most, visitors come from the east, from the urban centers of Olympia, Tacoma, Seattle and many surrounding communities.  The key route from this direction is highway 12.  From Seattle and Tacoma, take Interstate 5 to Olympia, from there take highway 12.
Traveling via commercial Airlines..
Plan your flight into SEATAC International Airport (Seattle, WA).  Transportation from SEATAC to Westport can be obtained from a combination of modes of travel beginning with a limousine to Olympia.  You may want to make a reservation to ensure a seat when you arrive.  Details about these services are given below:
Capital Aeroporter;
Departs SEATAC at the north end "Ground Transportation Waiting Area" every hour and a half from 5:50 a.m. to 12:50 seven days a week.  On Saturdays, the last departure is 11:00 p.m.  Posted times are 0550, 0705, 0852, 1012, 1150, 1220, 1255, 1350, 1600, 1750, 1940, 2020, 2100, 2250.

One way ticket is $20.00 (Feb 98).  Cost is reimbursable, keep receipt.

Drop-off point in Olympia is Governor House Hotel.

The address to make advance reservations is:  Pacific Northwest Transportation, Capital Aeroporter, Post Office Box 2163, Olympia, Washington  98507.

Phone number is (253)838-7431.
Greyhound Bus Station;
Greyhound has two busses which depart the south end of the lower level of SEATAC.  Times are 1235 & 1710.  Tickets are $7.50 and may be purchased from the driver.  The bus goes directly to the terminal in Olympia.  Greyhounds phone is 1-800-231-2222.

If you take the Aeroporter, walk one and half blocks south to the Greyhound Bus Station (7th & Capital) and catch the Grays Harbor Transit Bus #40.  The trip to Westport via Aberdeen is only $1.00 and upon paying the driver, ask for a transfer.  The ride from Olympia to Westport is approximately 2 hours which includes waiting time.  Should questions arise pertaining bus scheduling, the phone number is 1-800-562-9730.  Departure times from Olympia are 0755, 1000, 1310, 1545, 1715.

Once in Aberdeen, you will arrive at the Grays Harbor Bus terminal.  Catch bus #55 on Grays Harbor Transit, which will bring you into Westport.   Schedules for departing busses are posted within the waiting area.  Depending upon which day and time you arrive in Westport, you may have to transfer to bus #56 which will let you off right in front of the Coast Guard Station, otherwise bus #55 will also let you off right in front.    Departure times from Aberdeen are 0945, 1200, 1530, 1720, 2030.

If you have any excess baggage, arrangements must be made prior to departure.  You may be authorized to ship these goods via postal service.
ABOUT THE SOUTH BEACH, WESTPORT, GRAYLAND, NORTH COVE, TOKELAND AREA:
The South Beach incorporates a strip of land bordering the Pacific Ocean between the entrance to Grays Harbor Bay and Willapa Bay; an approximate twenty miles strip of State Highway 105 and the Grayland Cranberry Bogs east of said Highway.  The area known as the Westport Spit is surrounded on three sides by water.

Located in the southwest portion of Grays Harbor County and the northwest tip of Pacific Country it is approximately one hundred thirty miles northwest of Portland, Oregon.  The closest major retail area is Aberdeen twenty-five miles northeast.  Aberdeen has a population of approximately twenty thousand with modern hospital facilities, two shopping malls, and all the conveniences of a larger city.  However, Aberdeen does not have a 911 system but the South Beach (Westport) does, which, includes a modern Aid Car/Ambulance only minutes from any home.
Industry:
The basic industry is Tourism.  Westport claims prominence as the "Sports Fishing Salmon Capital of the World."  The salmon season usually begins early in May and lasts until August.  However, the growing industry of "Whale Watching" is attracting more and more people during March and April; as is the bottom (ground) fishing industry.  Ground fishing continues to bring revenue after the salmon season ends during September and October and before the salmon season begins in April and May.
Population:
The whole South Beach has an approximate population of 4,500 which, is also expected to rise.  The median age of Washington State in 1989 was 29.8 years, 30.8 for Grays Harbor County, but Westport was 37.1.  This fact emphasizes the South Beach being referred to more of a retirement community than a young person's town, when in fact, one disadvantage is there are not that many activities for a young person to do.
Climate:
The climate of the South Beach is categorized as mild.  The summers are relatively cool and dry because of the moderate ocean breeze with the average high temperature for July in the upper 60's.  You can expect a few 80-90 degree days in August.  Low temperatures during the winter average mid to upper 40's.  Snow is very uncommon and the temperatures range from a high of about 60 degrees to a low of about 6 degrees (which is seldom heard of).  An occasional frost or black ice are not uncommon during the deep winter months when the rest of the world is snowed in.  The most severe winter freeze was recently recorded in December 1990, when the record breaking "Alaskan Freeze" reached most of the Pacific Northwest States.  Annual rainfall is estimated around 70 inches.  However, some years Seattle has recorded more actual days of rainfall and that area averages around 90 inches.

The South Beach experiences winter storms.  Remember! you're on the ocean.  

One annual 100 mph blow should be expected.  However, the structures are usually built for it.  A 100 mph storm in Seattle for example: will cause severe damage with power lines, windows, trees, etc.  The same storm will have little to no impact on the South Beach. Most roofs are made of heavy cedar shake or shingle.  Most ocean front homes have clear shake siding which, requires little to no maintenance and has an economic life that exceeds the actual home.

Medical Care:
Two hospitals in Aberdeen provide health care for the Grays Harbor area.  Grays Harbor Community Hospital with 96 beds, and St. Joseph Hospital with 163 beds (53 of those designated for nursing home care) are dedicated to patient needs and modern medical technology.  Each staff has over 60 physicians and 275 supporting professional staff.
Schools:
There are two schools in Westport.  The elementary school has K - 6 with an approximate total of 450 students.  The high school combines grades 7 - 12 and makes up approximately 400 students.  Bus transportation is provided for all students.

Ocosta School District Information

Administration Office
268-9125

High School Office
268-9123

Elementary-Intermediate
268-9121

Cooperative Pre-School
268-7836

Public and private schools are available in Aberdeen.

   For continuing education, Grays Harbor Community College located in Aberdeen gives area students the opportunity to take low-cost academic, professional and technical courses.  The college offers two-year degrees and certificates in several academic areas.  Students enroll in programs leading to Associate Degrees in Art and Sciences, Associate in Applied Science or Technology Degrees, and Certificates of Completion.  A wide range of courses taught day and night is part of the state's higher education system and is most notable for its superior fisheries and wildlife programs.  The college also offers classes for adults in business, recreational and personal enrichment areas.  The instructional program is organized in several divisions rather than by academic and vocational programs.  

   The several divisions are as follows:  Business, Continuing Education and Developmental Education, Humanities and Communication, Life Sciences & Nursing, Physical Science/Math, Social Science/PE, and Vocational-Technical.  A center of student activity on the campus, the Hilier Union Building Houses a book store, a lounge and recreation area, and a large food service and dining area.  In addition to the many clubs in which a student may participate, the college offers varsity athletic programs, including women's volleyball, basketball, golf, wrestling and cross-country track.  A number of intramural programs are offered also.  Students may take part in dramatic productions, musical organizations, student government debate and competitive speech, or work on college publications.  Non-resident tuition is very high, but military members and their dependents are considered Washington State residents for tuition purposes after one year of residence.

Real Estate:
Because of the recent depressed economy South Beach real estate prices have dropped since 1980.  However, they seem to be stabilizing with an abundance of recent sales.  Three bedroom, newer three bedroom, two bath ramblers sold between $60 - $80,000 dollars.  Housing is very affordable with almost half of real estate sales under $45,000 for beach cabins or cheaper fixer uppers.  A very nice three bedroom two car garage view home was sold for $74,000 last year.  Bare ocean front property sells between $400-450 a front foot depending on access and utilities.  This is the most inexpensive ocean frontage on the entire West Coast.  A typical ocean front home is regarded as the elite of the elite and sells for an average of $150,000.  The low housing prices may be a reason for the complete turn around in sales on the South Beach during the last few years.  Listings have never been so low.  A typical beach lot near the ocean will sell between five and seven thousand dollars depending on utilities.  However, most unimproved beach lots will need fill.  Westport is in Grays Harbor County and that Public Utility District charges 3.21 cents a kilowatt for power.  This is the lowest in the nation because of the excessive amount of hydroelectric power, river and dams.  An average PUD bill should run approximately $110.00 monthly for an average family.  
Activities:
Whether it's clam digging on a Pacific beach or back packing in the rain forest, Grays Harbor is renowned for the variety of outdoor recreational opportunities.  Westport, dubbed the Salmon Capital, is true to its name.  Charter boats are ready to take deep-sea fishermen out for sport fishing.  For people who would rather keep their feet on land, there is jetty and surf fishing where perch, sea bass, flounder, lingcod and crab are caught.  Ocean beaches are easily accessible for swimming, clamming or strolling in the surf.   Westport also has a new 8 lane Bowling Alley.

Beachcombing, surfing, agate hunting, sport fishing, wandering through fine gift shops, antique shops, art galleries, the aquarium or some fine museums and historical sites are all very high on the list of activities.  Don't miss the Westport Lighthouse, constructed in 1897 or the old Coast Guard Station which is being converted to a Maritime Museum by the South Beach Historical Society.  Take a stroll or your fishing pole down the new 1000-foot Walking Fishing Bridge located on the end of Float 20.  Visit the new Observation Tower and watch the boats come in or watch the most spectacular sunsets in the country.  Half Moon Bay and Westhaven State Park (also known as "Agate Beach" to the locals) are favorites.  Here, you can collect shells and driftwood.  Collect agates and sand dollars or just stroll down our 18 miles of beautiful scenic beach.  You may even find a glass ball float.  Participate in some of the local activities such as the annual Seafood Bash, Saltwater Festival, Blessing of the Fleet, Driftwood Show, Salmon Derby, Bottom Fishing Derby, Glass Ball Month, etc.  

A short 70-mile drive will put you in the heart of a moss-laden rain forest, in a fishing village, near spectacular mountains, or on the Quinalt Indian reservation.

The Olympics are the source for numerous recreational activities such as stream fishing for Chinook, Coho, pink, and chum, or hunting for big game, like bear, elk and deer, or skiing down one of the many snow-covered-slopes
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1. WELCOME ABOARD AND CONGRATULATIONS ON RECEIVING ORDERS

TO COAST GUARD STATION GRAYS HARBOR.

2. THE STATION IS LOCATED AT THE ENTRANCE TO GRAYS HARBOR, AT

WESTPORT, IN SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON. THE STATION IS APPROXIMATELY

TWO HOURS DRIVING TIME FROM SEATTLE WASHINGTON.

3. FIRST ESTABLISHED IN THE MID-18OO's, THE STATION GUARDS THE

ENTRANCE TO GRAYS HARBOR, ONE OF THE MOST TREACHEROUS BARS IN THE

PACIFIC NORTHWEST. THE STATION RESOURCES CONSIST OF THE 52 FOOT

MOTOR LIFEBOAT "INVINCIBLE", TWO 47 FOOT MOTOR LIFEBOATS, AND ONE

23 FOOT S.A.F.E. BOAT.

4. THE STATIONS PRIMARY MISSION IS SEARCH AND RESCUE, HOWEVER, WE

ARE VERY ACTIVE IN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.

5. WESTPORT IS LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF GRAYS HARBOR IN THE

SOUTHWEST PORTION OF WASHINGTON STATE. WITH A POPULATION OF

APPROXIMATELY 2000 PEOPLE, THE PRIMARY INDUSTRIES ARE TOURISM,

FISHING, FARMING CRANBERRIES AND OYSTERS.

6. xxxxxxxxxxx IS YOUR SPONSOR AND CAN BE REACHED AT (360)268-0121. PLEASE CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR BETWEEN 0700 AND 1600 PACIFIC TIME IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE UNIT OR AREA.  IF YOUR SPONSOR IS UNAVAILABLE WHEN YOU CALL, PLEASE ASK TO SPEAK WITH THE OFFICER OF THE DAY.  WHEN YOU CONTACT THE UNIT, PLEASE HAVE A FIRM REPORTING DATE, WHETHER YOU ARE MARRIED OR SINGLE, IF YOU NEED FAMILY HOUSING, YOUR LEAVE ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER.  THE STATION HOUSING OFFICER IS MKC WEATHERLY, WHO CAN BE REACHED AT THE ABOVE NUMBER.

7. I FEEL YOU WILL ENJOY YOUR TOUR OF DUTY AT STATION GRAYS HARBOR.

WELCOME ABOARD!

D. E. WALLACE, CWO, COMMANDING OFFICER.
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