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UNIT NAME:  STATION CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:  (YOUR NAME)
                                                             USCG Station Cape Disappointment
                                                             P.O. Box 460/ 322 Coast Guard Rd.

                                                             Ilwaco, Wa 98624

COMMERCIAL PHONE #:  (360) 642-2382            FAX #:  (360) 642-2382

WEB SITE:  http://www.uscg.mil/d13/units/gruastoria/sta-cape-d
UNIT MISSIONS: The unit missions include, but are not limited to, Search and Rescue, Maritime Law Enforcement, assist in maintaining Aids to Navigation, unit training of personnel and pollution response. The unit conducts 300-400 SAR cases per year and 100 L/E boardings per year. The unit is also actively involved with the community. We provide Color Guards for Ceremonies, guest speakers during community events, “Burial at Sea” services for fallen service members and tours of our unit. The main unit mission is not only to provide resources for life saving but also support in local programs within the area. Station Cape Disappointment also receives a great number of visitors from Senators to House representatives, and dignitaries from foreign countries and also our sister services. Cape Disappointment station along with the National Motor Life Boat school also provides interviews and filming platforms from notable broadcast companies such as A&E, TLC and other film crews for documentary film purposes. 

TYPICAL SA/SN & FA/FN ASSIGNMENT: Upon arrival you will begin a process of qualifications. The first of which is that of Communications Watch Stander. The watch stander is considered the center of the unit. They not only answer phones and maintain the “Daily Routine” of the unit, but are also our first response to those in need of assistance on the water. Following watch stander comes the qualification goal of Boat Crewman onboard the unit’s Motor Life Boats. They include one of the four 52 MLB’s within the Coast Guard. The 52 footer located at the Cape is the MLB “Triumph”. The unit also posses two 47 MLB’s and one 23 foot SAFE BOAT designed for high-speed rescue and L/E purposes. The SN that chooses the career of Boatswains Mate can then begin the process of qualification towards MLB Coxswain. The FN following the qualification process listed above is encouraged to qualify as MLB Engineer. 

WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN: The station has 2 types of rotation. During our busy time of year we are on 48’s with “sliding” weekends. The unit complement is divided into two duty sections called Port and Starboard. The number of people qualified at specific levels is what determines the rotation during the working hours. During one week, one section will work Monday and Tuesday, then Friday through Sunday. The following week that section will only work on Tuesday and Wednesday. During the winter months we shift to a 1 in 3 rotation. This is where 3 duty sections are formed and named Alpha, Bravo, and Charlie. This rotation is similar as the rotation listed above. The exception is the third week you work is just a day work schedule. The work hours are also called “Trop Hours” from 0700-1300.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: If you are going to report after 2200, it is important to contact the unit Officer of the Day (OOD) by phone during the day. The unit OOD has a barrack room located in the main building and can get you situated upon your arrival after 2200.  
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HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET): If you are married, there is no personal stowage space onboard the unit. You will have work with your unit sponsor and the Administration personnel at Cape May to have your household goods delivered. If you are getting Government Housing, that is where your items are to be shipped to, however, if you are planning to rent housing, a local storage unit business may have to be the option. The members that are single, the information is located in the section for MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDANTS.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Working Blue. Summer time is short sleeve and wintertime is the long sleeve. The watch stander during the day wears an Undress Blue uniform. Any deviation from the working blue uniform will be announced in advance to the change. However, after reporting in during the day to the unit in your Bravo Uniform, have a working blue ready to go. You will get changed right after the endorsing of your orders.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: Water-resistant gloves to long underwear and wool socks

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: Ilwaco Washington is located in the Pacific Northwest. It rains frequently throughout the year. A good estimate is over 200 days. The summer time temperatures can reach the 90’s however the average is high 70’s to low 80’s. The wintertime has an increase in rain and storms that can generate over 100 MPH winds. The temperature during that time can be from the 30’s to the high 40’s. The wind chill can have an adverse effect if not properly protected from the elements. Extra items other than Sea Bag items could include water-resistant gloves to long underwear and wool socks.

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/PHONE #: The mutual assistance requests are handled by Executive Petty Officer (XPO) of the unit. The XPO along with the CO contact Coast Guard Group Astoria representative for the approval.

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: To continue furthering your education has become easier within the Coast Guard. With Small Boat units, however, local education centers are not always feasible due to the work hours of the unit. Programs like Dantes, clep tests, online education services and correspondence courses maybe your option. The Commanding Officer is the unit Education Services officer and along with the Group Astoria Education Officer can help determine the program right for you. The nearest education center is Clatsop Community College located in Astoria Or.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, MK, FS, SK, DC, EM

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Astoria Or is the closest at 20 miles from the unit. To the south of Astoria by 20 miles is Seaside Or which is popular for the movie theater, outlet stores and beach activities. Portland Or is 120 miles east of Ilwaco and halfway in between is Long View Wa which has various stores and shopping centers. Seattle Wa is 140 miles north and is popular for the 3-day liberty weekends.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: The unit’s Group/Air station is located in Astoria Or. 

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  Located in Astoria is a small Coast Guard exchange.  Near Seattle, Wa is Fort Lewis, which is a large army installation. Fort Lewis has a large PX and commissary.

RELIGIOUS DENAMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Catholic Church, Baptist Church, Lutheran Church and also a community church for Christians.
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AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY: Approximately 50 total nautical miles of coastline starting from the south at Hay stack rock near Cannon Beach Or to Ocean Park Wa located north of Ilwaco on the Long Beach peninsula.  Up to 150 nautical miles offshore with the “Triumph” (52’ MLB) and 50 nautical miles upriver to Puget Island.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Bravo uniform, unless instructed differently by the unit sponsor. If your sponsor is not available, talk to the OOD.

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

 Cape D can be located on the CG Intranet through the D-13 site. Follow along until you locate Group Astoria website and from there you can locate Cape D. Long Beach peninsula can also be located on the web. The site address is funbeach.com. This will give you area activities for which you are to be stationed. Contact your unit sponsor. The unit will not send a “Welcome Aboard” package to Cape May, but to your leave address prior to your arrival. If you are flying to the unit, the nearest airport is Portland international (PDX). The unit will need to know the flight number and arrival time. To those that are married, the unit needs to know immediately. Housing arrangements and total number of dependants is needed for the best way to report to the unit. There is ample liberty time granted to members, however, a vehicle is a bonus for off duty activities and civilian clothes are authorized. Come with an open mind and be prepared to be busy during your time stationed at the Cape. The National Motor LifeBoat School is not part of the unit. This is easily confused.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDANTS

MESSING AND QUARTERS: Messing and quarters are available. Members without dependants are considered Rations in Kind (RIK) which means all 3 meals are at no cost to the member. New members will live onboard the unit. The barrack rooms are small and are 1 occupant. There is a rack, head with a shower, sink, mirror, and dressers for clothing storage. There is room for computers, stereos and TV. Your unit sponsor will be able to help you decide on which items to bring for living onboard the unit. Completion of qualifications to boat crewman will give you the opportunity to receive Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) and live on the economy. There is no Govt. housing or leases for single members. A roommate is needed to share rent and utility costs for the area. Sometimes during duty periods, a special liberty called “Stand By” is granted for fully qualified members to go home. The member taking advantage of “Stand By” has to be within 15 minutes of travel time to the station. The unit has set up boarders for “Stand By”, which you will learn after arrival to the unit.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: Near the unit is Bank of the Pacific and Twin Harbors Credit Union. There are also banks in Astoria Or. Contact your unit sponsor for more information. The transition with direct deposit is easily conducted through the unit SK upon your arrival to the unit.

COST OF RENT: The average is around $400.00 per month. Most rentals do not cover utilities. Electricity, sometimes water and garbage, phone bill and cable are to be added to the total. The cost can be over $600.00 dollars that is why shipmates as roommates are needed to cover costs of the economy living. BAH rate is around $400.00 dollars. Members receiving BAH also receive Seprats to help with living costs. The Housing Officer can be contacted along with your unit sponsor to help answer questions about standard of living for the unit. 

NOTE TO RECRUIT(S): When contacting this unit or any unit for first tour of duty, ask questions. Find out everything you can prior to arriving to make transition from Boot Camp to your unit easier. Write your questions down and take notes. Units assign sponsors for your benefit, use them. The only “dumb” question is the one you did not ask.
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FM COGARD STA CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT WA

TO COGARD TRACEN CAPE MAY NJ//T//

INFO COMCOGARDGRU ASTORIA OR//PERSRU//

BT

UNCLAS //N01000//

SUBJ: FN xxxxxxxxxx, USCG

1. SPONSOR NAME, xxxxxxxxxx, PHONE (360) 642-2382. CALL BETWEEN 0730 AND 1300 PST MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.

2. SERVICING PERSRU IS CG GROUP ASTORIA. POC IS YN3 WHITAKER, PHONE

(503) 861-6188 CALL BETWEEN 0830 AND 1500 PST MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.  GROUP ASTORIA'S WEBSITE IS: http://www.uscg.mil/d13/units/gruastoria/

ON THIS PAGE YOU CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT THE UNIT AND THE AREA. GROUP

ASTORIA IS ABOUT 20 MILES AWAY FROM ILWACO, WA.

3. THE MARRIED HOUSING MANAGER IS DC1 BO HUSSEY AND THE SINGLE BARRACKS MANAGER FOR CG STA. CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT IS FS1 BENJAMIN BLOUNT, PHONE (360) 642-2382. CALL BETWEEN 0730 AND 1300 PST MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.

4. WHEN YOU CALL STATION CAPE D, PLEASE TELL WHO YOU TALK TO YOUR CLOTHING SIZE(FOR SAR GEAR), IF YOU ARE SINGLE OR MARRIED, AND IF YOU ARE DRIVING OR FLYING.  IF FLYING IN, WHAT IS YOUR ARRIVAL TIME AND FLIGHT NUMBER.  WHEN YOU HAVE YOUR FLIGHT INFO, CALL BAY SHUTTLE IN ILWACO AND THEY WILL PICK YOU UP AT THE AIRPORT AND BRING YOU TO THE STATION.  THE COST IS APPROXIMATELY 50 DOLLARS AND IS REIMBURSEABLE WITH A RECEIPT. THE PHONE NUMBER TO BAY SHUTTLE IS (360)642-4196 OR (800)376-6118.

5. CHECK IN PROCEDURES ARE TO REPORT TO THE STATION COMMUNICATION CENTER AND ASK FOR THE OOD. CHECK IN WILL THEN COMMENCE WITH YOUR

SPONSOR. CHECK IN WILL BE COMPLETED WITH IN FIVE WORKING DAYS.

6. WELCOME TO THE PREMIER LIFEBOAT STATION IN THE UNITED STATES.  YOU CAN LOOK FORWARD TO A CHALLENGING AND REWARDING TOUR.  A WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE WILL BE SENT TO YOUR LEAVE ADDRESS AFTER YOU CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR. YOUR SPONSOR CAN ALSO ASSIST YOU WITH TRAVEL DIRECTIONS IF YOU ARE FLYING OR DRIVING. IF YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET AND WANT TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE LONG BEACH AREA, GO TO WWW.FUNBEACH.COM.

BT

