USCG SHORESIDE SUPPORT DETACHMENT

SEWICKLEY, PA

25 February 2004

Supervisor:  BM1 D. Miles                                                                              dmiles@cgstl.uscg.mil
Unit Address:  Supervisor

                          USCG SSD Sewickley                          
                         300 Mckown Lane                                                                          Phone: (412) 741-7936
                         Sewickley, PA 15143                                                                     Pager: (412) 958-8909                                                                     
                                                                                                                                 Fax: (412) 741-7937

Mailing address for your personal mail:          (Your Name)



                                                                USCG SSD Sewickley

                                                                               300 Mckown Lane

                                                                               Sewickley, PA 15143

Call the unit as soon as possible, after receiving orders, with the following info:  

· Your report date

· Phone number and address where leave will be spent prior to reporting.

· Cell phone number if you have one. 

· Marital status.  (Also, will your spouse and children be accompanying you at the unit?)

· Ask for gate code and instructions if driving your own vehicle to the unit.  (Do not give the code to anyone else).  

Reporting:

· If arriving by air, bus, etc. call the unit prior to report day to arrange transportation. 

· Report to the SSD office during working hours 0745 and 1600.  If unable to arrive during working hours call the SSD pager and enter your call back phone number.  Someone from the SSD will call you back. If unable to do this, report aboard CGC Osage to the Petty Officer of the Day.       

· Reporting uniform is Tropical Blue Long or Bravos.  

GENERAL INFO

Unit’s Missions:  Support of Coast Guard Cutter Osage operations.  Maintain stock of Aids to Navigation equipment such as buoys, sinkers and chain, etc.  Maintain the unit grounds, buildings and structures, etc.  

FA Job Assignments:  Maintaining unit facilities, buildings and grounds.  Support cutter operations by assisting with loading and unloading of Aids to Navigation equipment and other materials.  In doing this work, members will use a 6000 lb capacity forklift, a four-wheel drive tractor and miscellaneous other equipment.  A driver’s license is required to make logistics runs to the cutter when it is away from homeport.  Qualification, and standing of, duty Inport Watchstander aboard the cutter while it is at home port.  Duty on the cutter averages about once a week while the cutter is in port.  SSD members occasionally get underway with the cutter if they are low on personnel.  You also have the opportunity to qualify for other positions aboard the cutter as well.      

Average workday: 0745-1600    

SSD Crew:  The SSD is billeted for a BM1, an MK2 and a FA.  As an engineer your immediate supervisor will be the MK2.

Other ratings present:  In addition to BM and MK billets.  The cutter has a DC2 and an FS2 assigned.  MSO Pittsburgh has MST, YN as well as Warrant and Commissioned Officers present.       

Uniform normally worn:  Working Blue/ ODU.  Shorts are authorized during summer.  See Uniform Regs manual.

Recommended uniform items in addition to sea bag: A couple extra working blue pants. 

Average Temp:
Summer – 80; Winter – 30. 

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative:  Contact SSD Supervisor if financial assistance is needed.  

Continuing education:  There are a number of vocational schools, colleges and universities in the area.  Additional opportunities are available thru distance learning.  After your arrival, talk with SSD Supervisor for more info.  

Nearest city:  Pittsburgh (10 miles).

Nearest airport:  Pittsburgh International.

Religious denominations in the area: Most are represented.  

Where do most people bank: There are numerous local banks to choose from.  

Is there a credit union in the area: Yes.

Is there a mall in the area: There are several good shopping malls in the area.

Member medical care:  All active duty members are on Tri-Care Prime Remote due to the lack of full service military medical facilities.  

Nearby military facilities: The Kelly Army Support Facility is 15 miles away has a commissary and exchange.  The 911th Air force Reserve Base is 6 miles away.  

ABOUT THE AREA

The western Pennsylvania area offers a variety of recreational opportunities such as boating, snow skiing, hiking, camping and just about any other outdoor activity you can think of.  Presque Isle State park on the shore of lake Erie is about two hours to the north and offers ocean like beaches and outdoor activities. The Sewickley and Pittsburgh area offer many opportunities for a wide variety of other interests and recreation activities as well.  Museums, a very good zoo, theatre productions, concerts and just about anything one would find in any other major metropolitan area are here.  The Sewickley YMCA is an outstanding facility.  Financial assistance for membership is available thru the YMCA.  Pittsburgh is home to the Steelers, Penguins, and Pirates.  There are a number of vocational schools, colleges and universities in the area.            

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: No.  All SSD personnel receive Basic Allowance for Subsistence.  Present rate is $262.50/mo.  

Quarters and/or barracks available: Yes.  Most likely will be assigned to the Unaccompanied Personnel Housing building.  The UPH has four dorm type rooms.  Members E-3 and below will likely share a room with one other member.  The UPH has a laundry room, a TV/Pool room and a fully equipped kitchen.  In addition to storage in the rooms, members are assigned storage lockers which measure 5’x 4’x 3’.     

Rate of auto insurance: For the typical 18-20 year old:  Single male - @ $170/month; Single female - @ $120/month.

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available:  No

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live: On base at the UPH.  

Should member submit Housing application to housing office: No.

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area: Approximately $700 plus utilities.  

BAH rates: E-2 $831.00/mo;  E-3 $831.00/mo.                

Is government leased housing available:  No

Is government owned housing available: No

Where do most dependents live: Most members and their families live within 20 miles of the unit.      

Where do most dependents receive medical care:  Most families choose to enroll in Tri-Care Prime Remote.  There are plenty of good primary care doctors as well as specialty care providers in the area who are Tri-Care network providers.  Sewickley Hospital is a very good hospital and is 5 minutes from the base.  Dependents have the option of choosing Tri-care Standard, Prime, or Extra.         

 

What level of TRICARE is available in the area:  Standard, Prime, or Extra.

Dental: There are several United Concordia providers in the area.  

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard: Yes

Schools: Which public school your child attends will depend on which school district that you live in.  The Quaker valley school district is very good and includes the towns of Sewickley, Osborne, Edgeworth, and Leetsdale.

House Hunting:  Some good areas to checkout are Sewickley (expensive but may find an apartment or duplex in your price range), Leetsdale, Moon Township, Robinson Township, Cranberry, Wexford, Baden, Ambridge. 
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