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UNIT NAME: USCG LORAN STATION SHOAL COVE

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

(Your Name)

USCG Loran Station Shoal Cove

P.O. Box 5357

1300 Stedman Street 

Ketchikan, Alaska  99901 

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (907) 228-6423 

FAX: (907) 228-6445

WEB SITE:  D17 site



E-MAIL:  dcormier@cgalaska.uscg.mil
                                                                                                     (Command Chief)

UNITS MISSIONS: Long Range Aids to Navigation

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Loran Watch Stander / Station Maintenance

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Engineering Watch Stander / Station Maintenance

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: 4 days on duty / 3 days off duty

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Same as SA/SN above

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: N/A

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: N/A

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Check-in with Sponsor and ISC Ketchikan OOD. (907) 228-0222. Loran CDO: (907) 228-6423

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: N/A

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET) 10 cu.ft. Member will share ISC barracks room with another member. May not be a Shoal Cove member. Member will also share room at Station with other station non-rated personnel. 

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Working Blue or ODU if issued.  Station T-shirts will be allowed during week. 

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: Poly propylene underwear (lightweight), other items provided by unit. 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE   SUMMER 60-70 Deg F.
 WINTER 20-40 Deg F.

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE # YNC Grieb / ISC Ketchikan/ (907) 228-0313

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Community College (UAS) University of Alaska Southeast. Unit has CLEP tests that can be taken. 

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: CWO3 (CO), ETC (XPO), MKC(EPO), MK1, MK3, 2-FN, ET1, ET2,  2-ET3,  2-SN,  SK2,  FS1.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Ketchikan, Alaska 20 nautical miles, Sitka, Alaska 250 miles, Juneau, Alaska 400 miles, Anchorage, Alaska 750 miles, Seattle, Washington 800 miles. All accessible by plane or boat. Not accessible by road.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: ISC Ketchikan, Ketchikan, Alaska 

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: ISC Ketchikan, Ketchikan, Alaska (no commissary)

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: major Protestant, Roman Catholic. 

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS: N/A

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER: Loran Chain of Operations in Alaska

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long (trops)

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE , RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: Watch stander, Command Chief (MKC Cormier)

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

Since the Loran Station is accessible only by boat or air (float Bush plane), we have a boat run out to the station every Monday, Tuesday, and Friday. It leaves the ISC Ketchikan’s dock at 0830.  Members should be at the dock no later than 0745.  It takes about 1 hour to get to the station. If bringing a Vehicle, recommend get it thoroughly serviced before shipping or driving, due to the limited number of good mechanics in town, and the high cost. Advise not to bring any firearms through Canada, they will be confiscated. If driving through Canada, recommend at least 2 days, staying at Prince George, CA, and /or Prince Rupert, CA. Do not recommend that you drive in the winter. Studded tires are legal here from October 1, through April 15th. Snow tires are recommended, even in the summer due to the rainfall. Buy outdoor gear in the lower 48, it is less expensive. A non-resident fishing/hunting license is 25.00. We do a lot of mail order here because of price and selection. Wet weather clothing is a must, light parkas, waterproof hats, and rain gear are used a lot. Don’t recommend bring heavy winter apparel. Summer time is regular clothes, maybe not Florida clothes but not Nanook of the north clothing. Civilian clothing is authorized while traveling to and from the Loran Station. You will be given a check-in sheet and there are various people at the ISC you will have to see, as well as the Loran Station. BAH may be given with permission from the CO, and the ISC Housing. Medical issues are handled at the ISC Medical Clinic. The Barracks have free laundry facilities.  Your room is equipped with a refrigerator.  A six pack of beer, or a bottle of wine is authorized in the barracks room for members over 21 years of age.  Meals in town are available at the Galley for a small fee.  While on station, all personnel are charged three meals a day that will be paid at the end of the month.  You will be given foul weather gear to use on Station to work in. We urge you to call the station and your sponsor.  He/she will be given the same checklist of questions that your receive at Cape May for contacting your unit, and will be prepared to answer them in the fullest, and any other questions that you may have. Loran Station Shoal Cove is a semi-isolated unit, unlike the isolated units, we are able to go to civilization every week. You will be given a qualification package and an ample time requirement to complete the package, followed by an oral board prior to being recommended to qualify for loran watch or engineering watch. Thank you for taking the time to read this, and as stated before do not hesitate to call the unit. If you have received orders to LORAN Station Shoal Cove, congratulations, it is well worth the effort. 

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: YES, ISC Dining facility, and Loran Dining Facility

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: YES, ISC barracks, and Loran room

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  600.00 /6 mos










SINGLE FEMALE: 700

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Yes, if barracks are full, and Commanding Officer Loran Station Shoal Cove approval

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: ISC Barracks

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE : Not normally, but good idea to let them know to have barracks room available upon arrival

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: USAA, Tongass Federal Credit Union, Wells Fargo, 1st Bank, Credit Union One. Alaska Federal Credit Union. (The credit unions usually have free checking)

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: see above

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: A small one
HOW MANY STORES (7 or 8)

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA : Seasonal (winter- 800.00 to 1100.00 with utilities), 1300.00 average for 3 bedroom house for rental

BAH RATE FOR AN E2 716.00

E3: 716.00

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: NO

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: NO

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: 
MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# (907) 228-0229 / 228-0223


FAX# (907) 228-0290

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: Local housing in the community

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY: Varies from $100-$300 per 
MONTH

WHER DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: Local Civilian Clinics / ISC Medical Clinic. 






GO TO SCHOOL: 4 public elementary schools

                                                                                                       2 Private elementary schools

                                                                                                       1 High School

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL: TRICARE PRIME REMOTE STANDARD/ PRIME /EXTRA

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE: YES

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? NO.  Once reported aboard, the command will set up days for dependents to visit station.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

The area of Ketchikan is very nice. There is a lot of stuff to do if you like the outdoors(hunting, camping, fishing, etc.) There is a 6hole golf course, it isn’t anything great but it is fun to go to. Ketchikan is a very friendly community. Prices are fairly reasonable as far as groceries, clothes, and other things.  The town is very big in the summer with the cruise ships in town. There are a lot more stores open during this time, and there is also a lot of charter fishing, and sightseeing tours.

We have a very small movie theater (2 screens). We have a Wal-Mart and 3 car dealers.  

The base in town has 2 canoes, 2 pacific skiffs, and 1 Magnum skiff, there is a gym, racquetball, weight room, and sauna. If you have your own vehicle you can use the MK shop in town to do repairs.  Now getting out here to Shoal Cove, it’s a 45minute boat ride from town to Shoal Cove. Then there is a 20minute drive in our 2 government vehicles from the dock to the station. There is a lot of different things to do out here at Shoal Cove, on our rec deck we have a pool table, ping-pong table, a big screen TV, with two 8mm players, we also have a satellite dish .  We have a sauna and weight room out here as well. We have a 15’ Boston Whaler, and a 16’ aluminum skiff, lots of fishing gear, and a lot of camping equipment as well.  We have a Kawasaki mule that we can take out and drive around in the woods with.  There are a lot of roads to go exploring on.  The job out here for a Non-Rate is not to stressful. We have clean-ups, mess cooking and watch standing. There is daily Preventive Maintenance that has to get done everyday. The crew is very friendly, you just have to do your job and do it well and everyone is happy. 
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