USCG COMMUNICATION STATION BOSTON (NMF)

 

08 Jan 02

  

: Mailing Address: USCG Communications Station Boston 

Shipping Address: 

P.O. BOX 1310 






4700 Greenway Rd.

  Forestdale, MA. 02644





OTIS ANGB, MA 02542

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (508) 888-4556 



FAX: (508) 833-9528

 

UNIT WEB SITE: http://cgweb.mlca.uscg.mil/staboston/commstaboston.htm
 

 

UNITS MISSIONS: 

 Primary responsibility is the maintenance of high and medium frequency communications and support equipment.

 

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Support engineering department in daily station maintenance.

 This Unit is not billeted for FA/FN’s

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  

Rotating engineering recall duty.

 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  

Station manned 24 hours a day. 

 

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  

Working blues

 

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEA BAG ISSUE:

COMMSTA BOSTON ball cap, which can be purchased at the USCG exchange on MMR. 

 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:  71*

WINTER:  27*

 

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  LTJG HILL at AIRSTA CAPE COD (508) 968-6316

 

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  

Both community and 4-year colleges within 45 minutes of station. Cape Cod Community College (20-25 minutes) and University of Mass. @ Dartmouth (45-50 Minutes). 

 

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  ET (13), TT (02), MK (01), SK (01), and SN (03) for a total of twenty Billets.

 

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Hyannis, MA. 20 miles (east), Population: 14,200.   Boston, MA. 70 miles (north), Large Metro 600K plus.   Providence, RI 60 miles (west), medium metro 150K plus.

 

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  

MASSACHUSETTS MILITARY RESERVATION (MMR). COMMSTA BOSTON is located on the reservation. NAVAL STATION NEWPORT, RI located 60 miles from COMMSTA BOSTON.

 

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY:  On MMR.

 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: 

 Many denominations of Christianity as well as Buddhist, Islamic, and Jewish places of worship.

 

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: 

 Service Dress Blues or Tropical Blue Long depending on season.

 

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  MK1 COLO’N

 

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:  

COMMSTA BOSTON is located on Massachusetts Military Reservation. (MMR)  AIRSTA CAPE COD, as well as C.G. Exchange, Commissary, and Otis Air Force Base are also located on MMR. There is no public transportation available on MMR. Member will need to have some form of personal transportation to get to and from COMMSTA. 

 

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

 

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  

Yes, AIRSTA CAPE COD, which is located 5 miles from the COMMSTA, has a Galley.

 

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: 

Yes, Tait-Stiles Hall located at AIRSTA CAPE COD is the Barracks for members stationed at COMMSTA BOSTON.

 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 

18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE: SINGLE FEMALE: Massachusetts has one of the highest insurance rates in the nation. It would be advisable to check with your insurance company to verify individual cost for the area.  

 

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  

Yes, on a first come first serve basis.

 

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  

First in the Barracks, and then on base housing.   Normally two people share an apartment (quad plex, each plex being two bedroom apartment).

 

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  

Yes.  Application for Assignment to Military Housing form CG-5267 will need to be filled out and delivered to the Housing Office. After it is submitted you will be placed on a waiting list until housing becomes available. 

 

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  

Compass Bank # (800), 322-9313Citizens Bank # (800) 922-9999. Cape Cod Bank # (800) 458-5100.

 

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  

Yes, First Citizens Credit Union  # (508) 771-4441

 

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  

Yes, Cape Cod Mall in Hyannis located 20 MI east from MMR with +70 stores. Independence Mall in Plymouth located 24 MI north of MMR with  + 80 stores.

 

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

 

COST OF AVERAGE TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  

Most station members live on base do to the high cost and small availability of housing on Cape Cod. $1100-$1500+

 

2002 BAH RATE FOR AN E2 SINGLE:  $820.00, WITH DEPENDENTS:  $1055.00
E3: SAME

 

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

 

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  

Yes, there are 630 family housing units on base controlled by either USCG or DOD. 

 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING


No more than a six Month wait

 

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE  #  (508) 968-6505

FAX  #  (508) 968-6511

 

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: 

Base Housing.

 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY: 


Massachusetts has one of the highest insurance rates in the nation. It would be advisable to check with your insurance company to verify family cost for the area.  

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: 

 Kaehler Memorial Medical Clinic (KMMC) is a modern family practice style outpatient clinic operated by the Health Services Department of Air Station Cape Cod. It is the principal outpatient medical care facility for all active duty uniformed service members stationed on and around the Massachusetts Military Reservation (MMR).





GO TO SCHOOL:  CDC (Child Development Center) 6 weeks to 5yrs old.  # (508) 968-6450
   K - 4th attend Otis Memorial on base  # (508) 563-2206
                                5th - 8th attend Bourne Middle School  # (508) 759-0690


   9th - 12th attend Bourne High School  # (508) 759-0670
 

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE?:  PRIME

STANDARD/ PRIME /EXTRA

IS UNITED CONCORDIA AVAILABLE:  Yes

 

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? :  Yes

 

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB, AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

The job: from a Seaman Apprentice perspective.

While working at COMMSTA Boston the job is as hard as you make it.

Your job is to make sure that every thing is kept up (clean and neat). Another thing is everyone at the station has to give training once a month (all year round). The training petty officer will put out a sheet about two weeks before the end of each month so everyone knows what training they have and when it’s due.

Winter work:

During the winter, your job is to shovel snow (plow if you have a license).  Other than that you put up the colors, do checks on the vehicles, generator, and boiler room.  Most of your job is cleaning all the rooms in the COMMSTA. 

Summer work:

During the summer is better because there are outside ops to do.  Like cutting all grass surrounding the COMMSTA including:

1. The front and back lawns

2. The antenna fields

3. The grass along the driveway

4. Cut the tree branches that hang in the trail (so we don’t scratch the vehicles) 

 Other outside ops, we paint, weed trim; make sure that all of our equipment is good working order (pms).  

We make sure our supply closets are fully stocked. Make sure that the heads are fully stocked with the supplies they should have in them.

The area:

The only problems with this place are if you do not have a car or you are not 21 years old, there is nothing to do.  There is a mall in Hyannis; less than a half hour from the base, it has a movie theatre with eight screens and arcade.  The mall is not very big but it is fun when there is nothing else to do.  There is a club about the same distance for people 18 & under, but that is about it.  On base there are two activity centers, movie theatre, and a place to rent movies (3in1).  The activity center has pizza hut, bowling, a pool table, darts, foosball table, and an arcade. 

This job and area really are not that bad and if you happen to get stationed here you will have fun so enjoy your tour at Communication Station Boston.
	Officer In Charge
United States Coast Guard
Communication Station Boston
	P.O. Box 1310
Forestdale, MA.
Phone: (508)888-4556
FAX: (508)833-9528
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10 January 2002

From:
Officer In Charge, USCG Communication Station Boston

To:
SA I. B. Coastie, USCG

Subj:
WELCOME ABOARD
Congratulations on your orders to USCG Communication Station (COMMSTA) Boston!  I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you aboard.  I am sure you will find your tour here both enjoyable and beneficial to your career.  This letter will give you some general information about the station and the area in which it is located.

COMMSTA Boston is located on 542 acres, approximately 75 miles South of Boston, on Cape Cod.  Specifically, we are located on Otis Air National Guard Base (ANGB) near the town of Sandwich.  Otis ANGB is sometimes referred to as the “Massachusetts Military Reservation” and is also the location of USCG Air Station Cape Cod. 

Our primary responsibility is the maintenance of High and Medium frequency communications equipment. The different rates stationed at COMMSTA include ET, TT, SK, MK and SN.  Junior ET/TT's normally stand a 24-hour watch about once every six days.  Other personnel also stand rotating recall duty.  

Government housing is located on the base approximately seven miles from COMMSTA Boston.  Before any other housing arrangements are made you must submit a written request for waiver.  The CG Housing manager at Otis ANGB considers all waivers on a case by case basis.  It is strongly recommended that you make these arrangements prior to reporting for duty. Single personnel without dependents will be assigned a barracks room at the Air Station until housing becomes available.  Regardless of where you live, public transportation to and from the station is nonexistent and personal transportation is a necessity.  Personnel assigned to COMMSTA Boston normally receive SEPRATS.  In some cases the member will be placed on Ration In Kind, until the base galley obtains a required number of personnel on the list.  

Different facilities available on Otis ANGB include: Medical/Dental (Kaehler) Clinic, Commissary, Exchange, Golf Course, Gymnasium, Movie Theatre, Bowling Alley and Daycare Center.  There are additional Stations/Bases with commissaries and exchanges located in New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Maine.  If you have internet service, I urge you to visit the following Cape Cod Air Station and First District websites for more information at:  http://www.uscg.mil/d1/units/ascapecod/, and    http://www.d1dpa.com/index.html.

In the remainder of this package you will find answers to many of your questions about travel and household good shipments to the COMMSTA.  You will also find maps, directions and local transportation ideas from Logan Airport, Boston MA.  Upon arrival, check in with your original orders and in the uniform of the day, at COMMSTA Boston, 4700 Greenway Road.  At this point the Officer of the Day (OOD) will assist you.

This station is manned 24 hours a day, so if you require any assistance please call.  If you have any further questions you can contact your sponsor, MK1 U. T. Wrench at (508) 888-4556.  

                                                                    O. I. CHARGE
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FM COGARD COMMSTA BOSTON MA

TO COGARD TRACEN CAPE MAY NJ//T//

INFO COGARD AIRSTA CAPE COD MA//PERSRU//

COGARD CAMSLANT CHESAPEAKE VA

BT

UNCLAS //N01326//

SUBJ: SR xxxxxxxxxx, USCG

1. SPONSOR AND POC; xxxxxxxxxxxxx, 508-888-xxxx, M-F 0700-1500

2. ALT CONTACT; EXECUTIVE PETTY OFFICER , 508-888-4556, M-F 0700-1500

3. SERVICING PERSRU; IS ASCC, HOWEVER CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR WITH ANY

CONCERNS AND THEY WILL DIRECT YOU ACCORDINGLY.

4. TRANSITION AND RELOCATION MANAGER; JUNE KONONCHUK 617-223-3479.

5. N/A

6. THE UNIFORM FOR ALL PERSONNEL REPORTING IN PCS/TAD IS TROPICAL

BLUE LONG OR SDB.

7. N/A

8. N/A

9. N/A

10. DEMOGRAPHICS; COMMSTA BOSTON IS 75 MILES SOUTH OF BOSTON ON CAPE

COD.  SPECIFICALLY, WE ARE LOCATED ON OTIS AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE

(ANGB) NEAR THE TOWN OF SANDWICH.  OTIS ANGB IS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO

AS THE "MASSACHUSETTS MILITARY RESERVATION" AND IS ALSO THE LOCATION

OF USCG AIR STATION CAPE COD.  DUE TO OUR REMOTE LOCATION, ALL

PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO THIS COMMAND ARE HIGHLY ENCOURAGED TO ACQUIRE A

VALID STATE DRIVERS LICENSE PRIOR TO REPORTING IN.

BT

