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UNIT NAME: USCGC SUNDEW (WLB 404)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

USCGC SUNDEW (WLB 404)

1201 Minnesota Ave.

Duluth, MN, 55802

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (218) 
720-5461

FAX: (218) 720-5461

WEB SITE: None





E-MAIL: N/A

UNITS MISSIONS: The SUNDEW has a wide array of missions.  Our primary mission is Aides to Navigation on the Great Lakes(mostly Lake Superior) and includes but not limited to: ice breaking, search and rescue and public affairs.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: The typical SA/SN job integrates you as a member of the Deck Force.  As a member of the deck force you work on the buoy deck tending to ATON and participate in the general upkeep of the ship.  You may also serve as a member of the small boat crew during small boat evolutions, law enforcement boarding teams and as a mess cook for a short period of time.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: The typical FA/FN will serve in the Engineering Department.  You will learn about the Power plant aboard SUNDEW while being integrated into the department through the ownership of the engineering spaces. You should also expect to serve in the capacity of a mess cook for a short period of time

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: As a SA/SN your primary watchstanding responsibility is as a Quarterdeck Watchstander. You will also fill a fire billet in an emergency situation.  Expect your watch rotation to 1 out of every 3 days until you become qualified to stand duty by yourself.  Depending on the number of watchstanders the rotation may be 1 in 4.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: While working in the Engineering Department you will stand watch as an Oiler, ensuring that the material condition of the engineering spaces are maintained and that the machinery is working properly. Your duty rotation is typically 1 in 3.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Underway ship you’ll be standing watch as a lookout and assisting in driving the ship by steering the helm.  The watch rotation underway is 1  out of every three  four-hour watch rotations as a break-in and is dependent upon the number of qualified watchstanders after that.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  Underway your primary watchstation will be as an Oiler making rounds of all spaces to ensure that there are no developing problems on the ship.  The Oiler on a 1 in 3 rotation. 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Report to the Quaterdeck Watchstander, who will then inform the Officer of the Day of your arrival.  Then report to OOD for your rack assignment and basic checkin.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: If SUNDEW is underway you should report to the Executive Petty Officer, Coast Guard Station Duluth.  The Stationg is located on the same grounds as the pier SUNDEW moors at.  The phone number for the XPO is (218) 720-5412.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET): Space is tight in the berthing areas.  You will have a standard five foot locker and space under your rack for stowage.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: The uniform for the typical workday is working blue.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: It is required you bring your standard issue of uniforms and gear.  Additional clothing and gear for the climate will be issued to sometime shortly after your arrival.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER: High-76 Low-56
WINTER: High-25 Low-01

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #: ENS Wolfe/ (218) 720-5461

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  There are a multitude of Colleges and Universities in the in a 10 mile radius of the unit.  SUNDEW is also a DANTES test center, allowing members to take numerous tests and correspondences courses on a variety of subjects for free.  A majority of these courses can go towards a college degree.  SUNDEW also offers SAT, GRE, GMAT, and LSAT tests for those interested.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, DC, EM, ET, FS, MK, QM and SK

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  The SUNDEW is located in the heart of the City.  Downtown Duluth is less than a mile away.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Duluth Air National Guard Base, 13 Miles.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: Small Exchange at ANGB, 13 Miles.  Nearest CG Exchange is in Sault Ste Marie, approximately 8 hours away. 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Apolostolic, Baptist, Catholic, Congregational, Episcopal, Jewish, Lutheran, Methodist, and Muslim.

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS: The primary area of operation is on Lake Superior but trips that cover the other 4Great Lakes are made.

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER: N/A

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long or Service Dress Blue in the Winter.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE , RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: The Officer of the Day will be able to assist you and help steer you in the right direction.

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:  Be sure to bring cold weather civilian clothes.  The climate is cold in the winter but this is a college town and there is plenty to do within a mile or two of the ship.  In the summer the weather brings in a large number of tourists and the locals are big fans of the Coast Guard. 

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Yes, initially you will live onboard but living accommodations is dependent upon housing availability..

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE: $100.00/Month

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Yes, but it is dependent upon availability.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: Onboard 

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: Yes, our housing  officer is CWO Charles Reynolds.  He will provide you the information you need. He can be contacted at (218) 720-5461.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: Wells Fargo is a popular bank, but there is no one particular bank that is favored.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: Yes, the Duluth Federal Employees Credit Union

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: Yes, Miller Hill Mall(in Duluth), The Mall of America is just 2 hours south.


HOW MANY STORES: Over 30.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES: Is about $600.00 dollars not including Utilities.  Heating Bills will tend to be high due to the cold climate.  You  may want to look for apartments in the spring because the college students fill up the housing in the area by early September.

BAH RATE FOR AN E2: $723
E3:$723

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Yes, but only if you qualify for a three bedroom home.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No.

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: Time frames may vary upon availability of housing.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# (Contact the Housing Officer onboard the ship)
FAX#

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: Most dependants live with the members.  There is a split between people living in Duluth or Superior, WI which is a couple miles away.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY: $130/MONTH

WHER DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: St. Luke’s or St. Mary’s Duluth Clinic

GO TO SCHOOL: Duluth or Superior Public Schools.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL: For all active duty members TRICARE Prime Remote is offered. For Dependants it depends on where they reside. Prime remote in Minnesota, Prime in Superior. These are two different regions.

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE: No, United Concordia.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? We encourage members to wait until they have confirmed housing.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

    
 I was 24 when I joined the Coast Guard and had 5 years prior service. 3 years active duty on the USS KittyHawk and 2 years Army Reserve. I have a 21 year old wife and a 9 month old daughter.

I did not bring my wife and daughter with me when I checked onboard the Sundew. That was a big mistake.  As far as life on the Sundew goes it is not a bad one. I am very fond of allot of the people on the cutter. They have helped me out a lot with everything. This is probably one of the best places to go for sea time in the Coast Guard. We only get underway for around 160 days a year if that many.  I am in Deck force and I am striking BM. Our duty rotation is not the best in the world sometimes it is 1 in3 or at best 1 in 4.So every third or fourth day you send the night on the ship. For me that is a night away from my family. Also on the boat you do not have very much space to store things only a locker and your rack. As a Deck force seaman you are required to complete several PQS books for Helm-Lookout, Quarter deck watch, deck JQR, and buoy deck JQR before you are allowed to put your name on the A school list or for promotion. In less than 4 months I have completed all of these requirements. You also have 2 DC PQS books that you have to complete in the allotted time given for each. All you have to do is stay focused on the job at hand and knock out all of the PQS requirements that you can as fast as you can. My wife and my child drive me to do the best that I can. I do not like to be away from my family any more than I have to be. It has been very hard on my wife and child to make the move from Alabama to Minnesota. I have found that I had to be more understanding with my wife. Just remember that if you are married it is not just your move or your duty station it is also hers as well.

We as a Coastie are accepted into the group naturally, but your wife is not she has to get out and meet other people to make friends. My wife talks to some of the other Coastie wives and visits with them some. But as far as my overall out look on the Coast Guard it is a good one. I have found a home in the Coast Guard with lots good friends. Just remember the Guard is what you make out of it so do it right the first time. Have fun and involve your family in the community and stay out of trouble and you will enjoy the Guard. Ship life is not bad it is a very good experience, just remember to advance quickly and see what else the Guard has to offer. 

For those who are to be stationed in Duluth, MN, whether you are coming straight form boot camp or a sailor for many years, you can find many interesting and exciting activities to occupy your time. During the daytime hours, you can talk a scenic walk through any one of the many state parks Duluth has to offer, or talk a stroll along the shores of Lake Superior on the Lakewalk. If your into skiing or snowboarding Spirit Mountain is open during the winter months and  contains many runs for novice and advanced skiiers. Duluth also has he Miller Hill Mall which contains over 60 stores such as American Eagle, Old Navy, Victoria Secret and Sam Goody. During the night, if you are under 21, there is Stargate Night club. If you are over 21 there are a wide variety of bars and clubs that are awaiting your arrival.
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SUBJ:  SA xxxxxxxx, USCG

1.  PASS TO SA xxxxxxx WELCOME ABOARD CGC SUNDEW!

2.  xxxxxxxxx HAS BEEN ASSIGNED AS YOUR SPONSOR.  CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO PROVIDE YOUR HOME ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER.  THE

BEST TIME TO CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR WOULD BE FROM 0800 TO 1330, EASTERN TIME.  IF THERE IS ANYTHING WE CAN DO TO MAKE YOUR TRANSITION EASIER

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR.

3.  THE FOLLOWING PHONE NUMBERS ARE PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

      CGC SUNDEW                         218 720 5461/62/63

      SUNDEW HOUSING CWO REYNOLDS

      ISC CLEVELAND RELOCATION MANAGER   216 902 6355

      UNIT OMBUDSMAN:  KELLY FRANK       218 624 8037

WE WILL BE PROVIDING YOU WITH A WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE WITH RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO ASSIST YOU IN RELOCATING.  THIS PACKAGE WILL BE MAILED TO YOUR HOME ADDRESS.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR DO NOT RECEIVE THE PACKAGE YOU MAY CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR AT 218 720 5461/62/63.  IF WE ARE UNDERWAY PLEASE CALL OUR UNDERWAY NUMBER AT 216 310-7631.

4.  IF YOU HAVE DEPENDENTS, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU CONTACT THE

SUNDEW HOUSING REPRESENTATIVE (CWO2 REYNOLDS) IMMEDIATELY.  COMPLETE A CG-5267 (APPLICATION FOR ASSIGNMENT TO MILITARY HOUSING) AND SUBMIT IT WITH A COPY OF CG-5131 (ORDERS) AND CG-4170A (DEPENDENT VERIFICATION) ASAP TO THE SUNDEW HOUSING OFFICER. THE ADDRESS IS:

      COMMANDING OFFICER

      USCGC SUNDEW

      1201 MINNESOTA AVE

      DULUTH, MN 55802

5.  CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR TO ESTABLISH A FIRM REPORTING DATE.  IF

SUNDEW IS NOT IN HOMEPORT, REPORT TO THE EXECUTIVE PETTY OFFICER AT

COAST GUARD STATION DULUTH AND HAVE HIM CONTACT SUNDEW.

6.  AGAIN, WELCOME ABOARD!

BT

