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USCGC RELIANCE (WMEC-615) UNIT INFORMATION


Personal Mailing Address:
COMMANDING OFFICER






USCGC RELIANCE (WMEC 615)

c/o Portsmouth Naval Shipyard

Portsmouth, NH 03804-5000


Commercial Phone #

(207) 438-2604 or 2605
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Fax: 


(207) 438-2099
Unit’s Missions: Search and Rescue, Enforcement of Laws and Treaties, Fisheries Law Enforcement, Drug Interdiction, Alien and Migrant Interdiction, Homeland Port Security

Typical SA/SN Job Assignment
Deck Department

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment
Engineering Department

Inport Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN: Approx. 1 in 5

Inport Watch type and duty rotation for FA/FN: Approx. 1 in 5

Special procedures for reporting after hours:
Check in with cutter OOD

How much personal storage space: Approx. 6 cubic feet

Uniform normally worn during the workday: Working blue

Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue: Additional working blue

Average Temperature
Summer  75F


Winter   32F

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative / Phone #  (207) 438-2604

What type of continuing education is available within immediate area? 


University of New Hampshire

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: YES

Quarters and/or barracks available: YES e-4 and below are normally berthed onboard

Government leased housing is also available for single members on space available basis.  These quarters are shared 2 bedroom apartments. The Coast Guard is quickly closing the leases on many leased quarters so some single members must find housing on the economy utilizing their Basic Allowance for Housing Entitlement.  If you are single and are an E-4 and below, you must obtain a “release from mandatory housing” prior to residing on the economy.  All E-2 and below personnel must reside on the ship.  All single E-5’s and above are authorized to reside on the economy without the “release” if they so desire.
Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available: YES

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live: onboard RELIANCE in crew berthing

Should member submit Housing application to housing office: YES

Where do most people bank:  Northeast Credit Union located on base

Is there a credit union in the area: YES

Is there a mall in the area: YES



How many stores?  >50

The state of New Hampshire additionally does not have a sales tax for purchases.

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

The Navy (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) controls the only government owned quarters available in the area.  These units are available to Coast Guard members and their families on a limited basis.

Government leased housing is also available for single members on space available basis.  These quarters are shared 2 bedroom apartments. The Coast Guard is quickly closing the leases on many leased quarters so some single members must find housing on the economy utilizing their Basic Allowance for Housing Entitlement.  If you are single and are an E-4 and below, you must obtain a “release from mandatory housing” prior to residing on the economy.  All E-2 and below personnel must reside on the ship.  All single E-5’s and above are authorized to reside on the economy without the “release” if they so desire.

You must contact the Portland Housing Officer at (207) 767-0390/0391 or the RELIANCE Housing Officer at (207) 438-2604/2605 to help determine your housing eligibility.

If you are authorized to reside on the economy we recommend you contact the Naval Shipyard Housing Office at (207) 438-2732 for assistance.  Because this is a tourist area housing is expensive and scarce.  Also, since the cost of electricity is high, it is preferable to rent or own homes with gas heat as opposed to electric heat.

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area: approximately $850-$1050 / month

BAH rate for an  
E-2: $ 757 without dependants and $970 with dependants




E-5  $806 without dependants and $1111 with dependants

Where do most dependents receive medical care: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has a hospital onboard the base.

What level of TRICARE is available in the area: PRIME 

Is DELTA Dental available: YES    

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard: YES 

Ratings present at the unit: MK, EM, DC, QM, TC, ET, RD, BM, GM, SK, HS, YN, FS

Name of nearest city and distance: 
Portsmouth, NH (<2 miles)







Boston, MA (60 miles)







Portland, ME (50 miles)

Name of nearest military facility and distance:
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard - homeport








Pease Air Nat'l Guard - 10 miles

CG ISC Boston - 60 miles

CG Group Portland - 60 miles

Location of nearest exchange and commissary: 
On Base (larger CG Exchange located in Boston or Portland)

Religious denominations in the area: 
All within 30 minutes

Area of responsibility:
New England

Uniform to report in: 
Tropical Blue Long

If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for: 
 the OOD

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a secure facility that houses US Navy Nuclear Submarines.  As such NO WEAPONS SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO RELIANCE FOR STORAGE WHILE REPORTING IN and random vehicle searches are conducted daily regardless of THREATCON status.  All members require a military ID to gain entrance to the facility and additionally a temporary vehicle pass will be required.  Temporary passes can be picked up from the pass office located outside Gate 2 (a sentry will direct you to the pass office).

Duty Sections:

RELIANCE normally runs a four to five duty section watch for all E-5 and below inport.  An E-6 or E-5 is the Junior Officer of the Day (JOOD) in charge of the section of watchstanders.  The complete section consists of an Officer of the Day (OOD), Engineer of the Watch (EOW), the Junior Officer of the Day (JOOD) and five to seven quarterdeck watchstanders.  All E-5 and below stand the quarterdeck watch.  Typically, each member of the duty section stands one four-hour watch per duty day every four to five days.

Directives:

RELIANCE’s Shipboard Organization Manual should be read as soon as possible upon reporting.  These directives contain valuable information about command policies and procedures.  They are located on the Messdeck or in the Ships Office.

Recall:

Normally, while the ship is at homeport, we are in a non-recall “Charlie” status.  However, you are required to provide and maintain a current recall phone number and address at all times.  In case of an emergency the ship must be able to reach/locate you immediately.  You are solely responsible for ensuring that your recall information is accurate and should provide this as soon as you report aboard.

Normal Workday

The workday normal begins at 0645 and junior petty officers can expect to complete tasks within rate through the day and be let off prior to 1600.  The majority of the outdoor work is reserved for the warmer summer months while the winter is dedicated to interior maintenance for deck department personnel.

Welcome to USCGC RELIANCE

Unit’s address:
Commanding Officer:                
USCGC RELIANCE (WMEC-615)
c/o PNSY
Portsmouth, NH 03801-5000

CHECKING-IN:

Report in the uniform of the day to the quarterdeck, USCGC RELIANCE, located at Pier 6 onboard the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery Maine.  Your sponsor should arrange to meet you upon your arrival and assist you in getting situated, it is recommended that you call ahead to ensure your sponsor is onboard the day you are scheduled to report (otherwise you will be given a person to guide you around by the OOD when you report and meet with your sponsor at a later date).

UNIFORM OF THE DAY:

The Tropical Blue Long Uniform is now approved for year round use Coast Guard wide as an approved alternate to the Service Dress Blue Uniform as uniform of the day. 

DUTY:

RELIANCE does not have an on-call designated duty driver.  You should arrange transportation in advance if needed through the cutter quarterdeck or Station Portsmouth Harbor if the cutter is underway.

HOUSING:

General: The Navy (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) controls the only government owned quarters available in the area.  These units are available to Coast Guard members and their families on a limited basis.

Government leased housing is also available for single members on space available basis.  These quarters are shared 2 bedroom apartments. The Coast Guard is quickly closing the leases on many leased quarters so some single members must find housing on the economy utilizing their Basic Allowance for Housing Entitlement.  If you are single and are an E-4 and below, you must obtain a “release from mandatory housing” prior to residing on the economy.  All E-2 and below personnel must reside on the ship.  All single E-5’s and above are authorized to reside on the economy without the “release” if they so desire.

You must contact the Portland Housing Officer at (207) 767-0390/0391 or the RELIANCE Housing Officer at (207) 438-2604/2605 to help determine your housing eligibility.

If you are authorized to reside on the economy we recommend you contact the Naval Shipyard Housing Office at (207) 438-2732 for assistance.  Because this is a tourist area housing is expensive and scarce.  Also, since the cost of electricity is high, it is preferable to rent or own homes with gas heat as opposed to electric heat.

Military Lease Clause:  If you sign a private lease, be sure a military (transfer) clause is included in your lease.  The below military clause is example of one which should be used:

“The said LESSOR agrees that in the event said LESSEE shall be transferred by military orders from ____________, or be required to occupy government quarters, then, in either of such events, said LESSEE has and shall have the right to terminate this lease prior to the date of expiration there of by delivering to the LESSOR a thirty (30) day notice in writing of such transfer or assignment, and the effective date thereof, said notice to be sent to the LESSOR by registered mail.”Pets:  A few landlords in the North Bend/Coos Bay area allow pets.  Those who do restrict the number and size of the pets, and usually require a $25 to $200 deposit, all or part of which may be non-refundable.  With the weather conditions associated with the Northwest, finding good rentals that accept pets is difficult.

            Permissive Orders For House Hunting:  Permissive orders for “house hunting trips” consist of up to ten days authorized absence to search for a new residence at the new duty station.  This is specifically for the benefit of members with PCS orders. The ten days absence is issued at the discretion of the Commanding Officer of the old duty station.  It may be combined with leave or liberty to extend the period, but may not be combined with any travel, proceed time, or leave incident to PCS orders.  Article 7-A-10.b(7) of the Personnel Manual allows the Commanding Officer at the gaining unit to grant administrative absences during circumstances (such as distance, cost, or TAD) for up to five working days when the member is unable to make use of permissive orders 

for house hunting prior to departing the last unit.

Temporary Lodging Expense (TLE):  TLE is authorized for: 

(1).  A total of 10 days in connection with a PCS between two PDS’s (permanent duty station) in CONUS; (For example, 5 days in the vicinity of the old and 5 days in the vicinity of the new PDS or 10 days in the vicinity of either the old or new PDS, but not both).

(2).  10 days in connection with a PCS from outside CONUS to a CONUS PDS.

Temporary lodging for which TLE is authorized must, in fact, be a temporary place of residence. 

Lodgings occupied upon initial arrival at a new PDS location which are permanent type residence quarters into which a members moves his or her household goods (HHG) and continues occupancy indefinitely will not be considered temporary lodgings for TLE.  Keep receipts and declare TLE when you submit your PCS travel claim.
Leased Housing Program:  The Leased Housing Program provides additional housing through the leasing of privately owned dwellings in the community.  Eligibility for leased housing in North Bend/Coos Bay is determined by comparing general housing costs of the leasing area and bedroom requirements of the pay grade concerned.  For Coast Guard members with dependents, minimum bedroom requirements are based on the number of dependents (excluding the spouse) and dependents age.  For more information contact Group North Bend Housing office at (541) 756-9201.

Before Accepting Off Base Housing:

DO...
Decide if you will or will not accept leased housing when it becomes available.

DO...
Make a thorough search of the surrounding area to find a house or an apartment suitable as to location and rent to meet your needs.

DON’T RUSH.  Do not accept a rental that you and your family will not be happy with.

Accepting an Off Base Rental:

DO...
Explain to the landlord, if you intend to accept leased housing, that you will move into government quarters when they become available.

DO...
Read lease or rental agreements thoroughly and request changes or modifications to clauses you cannot meet.  

DO...
Verify the amount of rent, ask if any of the following are included in the rent: water, electricity, gas, trash collection and cable TV service.

DO...
Be aware that most rentals require first and last months rent plus a deposit be paid 

immediately.

DO...
Ensure the facility is not subject to summer rates.

DO...
Ensure that you have written verification if security, cleaning and damage deposits, or pet fees are refundable upon termination of tenancy.

DO...
Have the landlord conduct an inspection/inventory with you at the rental premises.

DO...
Obtain a copy of everything you sign.  Oregon Real Estate Law entitles you to a copy at the time of your signature to any document concerning Real Property.

DON’T 
Enter into any lease or agreement you do not intend to honor.

DON’T
Accept quarters where the lease or rental agreement does not include a military release clause for a permanent change of station.

AIRPORTS:

The nearest major airports to RELIANCE are located in Boston Massachusetts, Portland Maine, and Manchester New Hampshire.  All are located within a one-hours drive of the base.  Additionally selected flights are scheduled into Pease National Air Guard facility located a ten minute drive from the base.

HISTORY AND FACTS ABOUT USCGC RELIANCE:

There have been three previous cutters named RELIANCE.  The first RELIANCE served in Chesapeake Bay during the Civil War from 1861 to 1865 as part of the original Revenue Cutter Fleet.  The second RELIANCE patrolled the waters off Alaska from 1866 to 1875.  The third RELIANCE was commissioned to serve in the prohibition battle against rumrunners and served from 1927 to 1947.  The third RELIANCE was present in Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941 and served the remainder of her time patrolling the waters of Hawaii.

The present RELIANCE is the first of the Coast Guard’s sixteen 210-foot “RELIANCE” class medium endurance cutters.  She was constructed in Houston, TX at Todd Shipyard at a cost of 4.9 million dollars, and commissioned on June 20, 1964.  She was homeported in Corpus Christi, TX until 1975 when she moved to Yorktown, VA to conduct Reserve training until 1982.  In 1982, RELIANCE shifted homeport to Port Canaveral, FL for law enforcement duty where she remained until entering the Coast Guard Yard in 1987 to undergo Major Maintenance Availability.  RELIANCE arrived in its new homeport of New Castle, NH on March 17, 1989 and was re-commissioned in May of 1989.  In November of 1996 RELIANCE shifted berths to it’s her current berth at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNSY) in Portsmouth, NH.

RELIANCE is the third cutter to complete the Major Maintenance Availability at the Coast Guard Yard, Curtis Bay, Baltimore, MD.  The complete renovation cost was approximately 16.8 million dollars.  Although the basic design remains the same, the project overhauled and upgraded most major systems and equipment.  RELIANCE has many new features including a more powerful engineering plant with ALCO diesel engines, and upgraded communications package and electronics suite, increased fire fighting capabilities, and enlarged superstructure, a slightly smaller flight deck, and rehabilitated crew berthing and work spaces.

Throughout its history RELIANCE has performed many of the Coast Guard’s varied missions.  In November 1965 RELIANCE rescued 175 people attempting to leave Cuba.  In May and June of 1970 she assisted an oilrig in the Gulf of Mexico that had caught fire.  In 1978 RELIANCE was on-scene commander during the rescue and salvage for the USCGC CUYAHOGA which sank after a collision with the SANTA CRUZ II in the Chesapeake Bay.  As a law enforcement platform, RELIANCE conducted several patrols on Campeche Bank, located in the Western Gulf of Mexico.  In October 1980, RELIANCE seized the Spanish fishing vessel ISLA ALEGRAZA for a violation of the Fisheries Conservation Act of 1976.  RELIANCE also stemmed the flow of contraband into the United States in July 1984, seizing the sailing vessel JASMINE with 1.5 tons of marijuana.  RELIANCE also seized the vessel RELLA in November 1986 with 5 tons of marijuana on board.  In June 1989 RELIANCE was on-scene commander for the grounding and oil spill response of the Training Vessel WORLD PRODIGY off Newport, RI.  In the fall of 1990 RELIANCE saved the fishing vessel BARNACLE BILL and her crew despite high seas and strong winds.  In February 1991 the first Coast Guard canine, Onyx, began her tour aboard RELIANCE.  In her short time aboard, Onyx became a shipmate as well as a great asset.  In July 1991 RELIANCE was in tactical command of a large cocaine seizure aboard the fishing vessel HUNTER.  This seizure was the third largest ever and the second largest in maritime history.  The seizure netted over 5 tons of cocaine.  In June 1994 RELIANCE interdicted 126 Chinese migrants aboard the fishing vessel CAP T DENNY 400 miles off the coast of Virginia.  In October 1996 RELIANCE intercepted the motor vessel XING DA with 109 Chinese migrants.  RELIANCE stayed on scene with the vessel for eight days while repatriation negotiations took place.  The motor vessel XING DA broke down and had to be towed to Bermuda.  In October 1999 RELIANCE was the second water asset on scene for the tragic crash of Egypt Air Flight 990.  RELIANCE also served as the platform for the most critical recovery of the “black recorder boxes.”  In May, 2000 RELIANCE responded to an out of control engine room fire aboard the Fishing Vessel SEA TREK saving the crew from severe danger and keeping the vessel from being completely engulfed in the fire.  In September 2001, RELIANCE was tasked to get underway following the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and proceeded to conduct port security operations at various major US ports since the incident.  RELIANCE is noted as one of the premier enforcement units for New England Fisheries and regularly is tasked with North Atlantic patrols.

WEATHER:

The weather in Portsmouth is classic New England weather.  New Hampshire is blessed with four full and distinct seasons.  Summer months are normally in the 80-90 degree range and there are several major beaches within a 30 minute drive of the base.  The winter is charateristically cold and snowy.  Skiing retreats are available within 30-60 minutes.  The Spring time is mild with temperatures in the mid 70s while the Fall brings tourist traffic to the area for foliage season.  The area is a popular destination in the summer with Hampton Beach 15-20 minutes south of the base and in the winter with the skiing just north of the area.

REGIONAL FACTS:

Best and most up to date information concerning the area can be found on the world wide web:

City of Portsmouth


http://www.portsmouthnh.com

New Hampshire Newspaper

http://www.seacoastonline.com

Northeast Massachusetts News

http://www.ecnnews.com/

Boston Globe Newspaper

http://www.boston.com

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard

http://www.ports.navy.mil/

Portsmouth Weather Forecast

http://www.intellicast.com/

RELOCATION NUMBERS

COAST GUARD UNITS:


USCGC RELIANCE:

HOMEPORT--
207-438-2604




CELLULAR
207-752-1621


CG STATION PORTSMOUTH HARBOR
QUARTERDECK
603-436-4415


PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD
GENERAL
207-438-1000

R 062115Z DEC 02 ZUI ASN-R5C341000027 ZYB

FM USCGC RELIANCE

TO CI/COGARD TRACEN CAPE MAY NJ//T//

INFO CI/COGARD INTSUPRTCOM BOSTON MA//PPP//

CI/COMCOGARDGRU PORTLAND SOUTH PORTLAND ME

CI/COGARD STA PORTSMOUTH HARBOR NH

BT

UNCLAS //N01326//

SUBJ: SR xxxxxxxxx, USCG

1. CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO CGC RELIANCE - "FIRST IN

THE FLEET."

2. YOUR SPONSOR IS xxxxxxxxxxx.

3. WHEN RELIANCE IS INPORT YOU CAN CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR VIA EMAIL

OR BY CALLING THE QUARTERDECK AT (207)438-2604/05.

4. IN THE EVENT RELIANCE IS UNDERWAY AND YOU NEED TO CONTACT YOUR

SPONSOR YOU MAY DO SO VIA EMAIL AT BLEBLANCCGCRELIANCE.USCG.MIL.

PLEASE PASS AN ACCURATE MAILING ADDRESS SO WE MAY SEND YOU A

WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE. THE ADDRESS SHOULD BE OTHER THAN TRACEN

CAPE MAY.

5. IF YOU WISH TO SPEAK WITH SOMEONE WHILE RELIANCE IS UNDERWAY,

YOU MAY CONTACT STA PORTSMOUTH HBR, NEW CASTLE, NH AT (603)435-

4415. IF YOU REPORT WHILE WE ARE UNDERWAY, YOU WILL ACTUALLY DO SO

TO STA PORTSMOUTH HBR UNTIL RELIANCE CAN MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR YOU

TO MEET US AT ANOTHER PORT OR INFORM YOU TO REMAIN AT THE STATION

UNTIL OUR RETURN TO HOMEPORT. THE STATION WILL GIVE YOU DIRECTIONS

AND AN UPDATE OF OUR STATUS IF NECESSARY.

6. IF YOU ARE MARRIED, YOU OR YOUR SPOUSE ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONTACT

OUR OMBUDSMAN, MRS. MARY HOLMES, AT 207-752-1852 OR 888-465-3414

EXT 934. MRS. HOLMES MAY ALSO HAVE HELPFUL INFORMATION IF YOU ARE

SINGLE.

7. IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING HOUSING, YOU MAY CONTACT OUR

HOUSING OFFICER, LTJG GRAD VIA THE RELIANCE QUARTERDECK, OR CG

GROUP PORTLAND, ME HOUSING OFFICE AT (207)767-0390/91.

8. WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR ARRIVAL. PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO

CONTACT US FOR ASSISTANCE. WE WANT TO MAKE SURE YOUR TRANSITION TO

LIFE AFLOAT IS A SMOOTH ONE.

BT

1

