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UNIT INFORMATION

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:  5 DECEMBER 2002






UNIT NAME:  USCGC MACKINAW (WAGB 83) …the steel that breaks the frozen lakes!
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
  
Commanding Officer







USCGC MACKINAW (WAGB 83)







632 Coast Guard Dr.







Cheboygan, MI  49721







Attn:  SN/FN *******

INPORT PHONE:   
  (231) 627-3181             FAX: (231) 627-7305

UNDERWAY PHONE:  (216) 310-7628
 OMBUDSMAN PHONE:  See Welcome Aboard Msg

E-MAIL:  You will be given computer access and an email account.  You will be able to send and receive email underway.

UNIT’s MISSIONS:  MACKINAW’s most important mission is to provide you the opportunity to serve in a challenging and enjoyable afloat environment that will build character and allow you to gain the professional skills needed to succeed in life.  Our primary mission is to facilitate Great Lakes shipping during the winter months when ice forms in Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie and the connecting waters.  Our deployments range from one to six weeks.  Outside the winter icebreaking season, MACKINAW hosts cadet training cruises, performs lighthouse maintenance, serves as patrol commander for international yacht races, and participates in numerous public affairs events.

CREW ASSIGNED:  10 Officers,  65 Enlisted.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENTS:  Members of Deck Force assist with line handling, launching and crewing of small boats, anchoring, towing, interior/exterior maintenance, preservation of survival systems and small boats.  Members reporting from bootcamp should expect to be placed in the messcook rotation after their first 6 weeks.  Advanced qualifications include:  Helm/lookout, Inport Security/Quarterdeck Watchstander, Boat Coxswain/Crewman, Boatswains Mate of the Watch, Repair Party member, Rescue Swimmer, Ice Rescue Team, and Color Guard.  MACKINAW has an active BM striker program.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Members of Engineering Department assist with maintenance and repair in engine rooms and auxiliary equipment such as diesel engines, diesel generators, heating/air conditioning.  Members reporting from bootcamp should expect to be placed in the messcook rotation after their first 6 weeks.  Advanced qualifications include:  Oiler, Security Watchstander, Boat Engineer/Crewman, Repair Party member, and Color Guard.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN or FA/FN:  Inport Quarterdeck or Security Watchstander: stand 1 of every 3 days of duty until qualified, then 1 of every 4 days.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Helm/Lookout or Anchor Watch, 1 in 3 rotation (4 hours on watch, 8 hours off watch).

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  Security Watchstander or Oiler, 1 in 3 rotation (4 hours on watch, 8 hours off watch).

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  Onboard, members have one standing locker, storage space under rack, and shared sea bag locker totaling approximately 245 square feet.  Single members should refrain from bringing household good items such as furniture, large televisions and stereos until berthing ashore is assigned.  

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Working Blue or Undress Blue uniform with unit ball cap.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:  70 F

WINTER:  17 F 

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  Long underwear, wooly pully sweater and authorized sunglasses.  Unit issues cold/foul weather gear.

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE: Representative available onboard, (231) 627-3181.

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  DANTES and CLEP courses are available onboard through the Educational Services Officer.  North Central Michigan College in nearby Petoskey, MI and Lake Superior State University in Sault Ste Marie, MI.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  MK, EM, DC, SK, FS, YN, HS, BM, QM and ET.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Mackinaw City 30 min, Traverse City 2 hours, Petoskey 45 min, Gaylord 45 min, Sault Ste Marie 1.5 hours.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  CG AIRSTA Traverse City (2 hours), CG Base Sault Ste Marie (1.5 hours), Camp Grayling (Michigan Nat’l Guard) (1.5 hours).

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  1 Exchange located onboard, and one in both Traverse City and Sault Ste Marie.   There are no commissaries in the local area.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  Assembly of God, Baptist, Catholic, Christian Reformed, Christian Science, Church of Christ, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Church of Nazarene, Congregational, Episcopal, Evangelical, Methodist, Jehovah’s Witness, Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Wesleyan.  

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  Chicago, Grand Haven, Milwaukee, Sault Ste Marie, Mackinaw City, Duluth, Marquette, Thunder Bay (CA), Detroit, Windsor (CA), Sarnia (CA), Port Huron, Owen Sound (CA), Cleveland, and Toledo.

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY:  Entire Great Lakes;  mostly Lakes Michigan, Huron, Superior and Erie.

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: 

Workday Inport:  0700-1300, unqualified members will attend mandatory training from 1330-1500.

Days away from homeport:  140 days per year.  Work days in homeport:  120 days per year.  

Holiday Routine days in homeport:  105 days per year.
WHERE TO REPORT:  If inport, report to the ship at the Quarterdeck.  If the ship is underway report to CG Station St Ignace, Michigan located 20 miles away, across the Mackinac Bridge.  

TRANSPORTATION:  Airport arrangement should be made through Pellston Regional Airport, approx 25mi West of Cheboygan.  Transportation arrangements from the airport to the unit can be made through your sponsor.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Service Dress Bravo or Tropical Blue Long.

HOW TO REPORT:  Call ahead to your sponsor.  He or she would like to greet you upon your arrival.  If your sponsor is not available: SA/SN should ask for the BMC; FA/FN should ask for the MKCM.  If they are not available, report to the Quarterdeck who will greet you and notify the Officer of the Day.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, onboard.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Yes.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE:  Varies depending on vehicle and driving record.

For typical 18-20 year old SINGLE MALE:  $212 / month; SINGLE FEMALE:  $212 / month.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  Onboard for several months then in one of 16 shared 2 or 3 bedroom apartments.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  Members are eligible upon reporting and should submit requests upon arrival.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Several area banks, USAA is highly recommended.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Straits Area Federal Credit Union, (231) 627-3145.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Traverse City (2 hrs), Sault Ste Marie (1.5 hrs).

MAJOR STORES IN AREA:  Wal-Mart and Kmart

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $500 without utilities.

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3:  $516  ** 2003 rates.

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes.  Members should fill out a housing application (CG-5267) and a dependent’s BAH worksheet (CG-4170A).  Fax both documents to the housing officer 35 days prior to reporting.  The average wait for housing is 0-2 months.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE:  (231) 627-3181

FAX: (231) 627-7305

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Coast Guard Owned housing (27 units available)

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR FAMILY:  $205/ MONTH depending on record, vehicle and age.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Cheboygan Hospital.  Dr Baltzer, family practitioners for members enrolled in TRICARE Prime.

LOCAL AREA SCHOOLS:  Public Schools include: (1) High School 9-12, (1) Middle School 6-9, (4) Elementary Schools - East Side, Inverness, Black River and West Side.  Private Schools include Bishop Baraga Catholic elementary and Cornerstone Christian.  Daycare/Preschool include CMH Daycare Center (231) 627-1166, NEMCSA Headstart (231) 627-6582, Cheboygan COOP Nursery (231) 627-2719.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:  STANDARD or PRIME 

IS CONCORDIA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes (3 dentist available in area)

PHARMACIES ACCEPTING TRICARE:  Kmart, Wal-Mart, and Prescription Place.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  Only if housing is available, call ahead.  Temporary housing other than local hotels/motels is not available.

COMMENTS FROM NEWLY REPORTING MEMBERS:

As a new member reporting aboard the MACK, my experience has been a very warm and welcome one.  I have been given some insight on general information about the icebreaker along with recreational activities in the surrounding area.  Our sleeping quarters are comfortably accommodating and the food has been excellent.  The town of Cheboygan does provide activities along with Mackinaw City which is about 30 minutes north.  The ship hosts year round sporting events such as softball, football, golf, basketball, racquetball and many other recreational activities.  Snow skiing, ice hockey, ice fishing, bowling and riding snowmobiles are popular activities during the long winter.  The ship also schedules monthly morale activities when underway.
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INFO COGARD INTSUPRTCOM CLEVELAND OH//PPP/W//

COGARD STA ST IGNACE MI
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UNCLAS //N01320//

SUBJ: SA xxxxxxxxxx, USCG

1. CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ORDERS TO USCGC MACKINAW (WAGB-83) "THE

STEEL THAT BREAKS THE FROZEN LAKES".

2. xxxxxxxxx HAS BEEN ASSIGNED AS YOUR SPONSOR. HE WILL ASSIST YOU

BY ANSWERING ANY QUESTIONS CONCERNING YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT. CONTACT

YOUR SPONSOR OR YN1 CRUM AT (231)627-3181 (HOMEPORT) AND PROVIDE A

WORK/HOME ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER AND REPORT DATE. IF THE SHIP IS

AWAY FROM HOMEPORT YOU MAY CALL THE SHIPS CELL AT (231)290-2672 OR

BRIDGE CELL AT (216)310-7628.

3. THE FOLLOWING CONTACTS AND PHONE NUMBERS MAY BE HELPFUL:

   SPONSOR: xxxxxxxxx

   EXECUTIVE OFFICER: LCDR SLOTTEN

   YEOMAN/POC: YN1 CRUM

   HOUSING OFFICER: ENS CROWE

   MACKINAW FAX: (231)627-2880

   MACKINAW TRANSITION RELOCATION MANAGER: MRS. TERESA HENRY

   (216)902-6355 OR (800)872-4957 EXT 309

   EMAIL: MTHENRY@ISCCLEVELAND.USCG.MIL

   SELFRIDGE AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE (FOR INBOUND HOUSEHOLD GOODS)

   (810)307-4661

4. IF THE SHIP IS AWAY FROM HOMEPORT, REPORT TO STATION ST. IGNACE,

APPROXIMATELY 18 MILES WEST OF CHEBOYGAN ACROSS THE MACKINAC

BRIDGE. THEIR COMMERCIAL NUMBER IS (906)643-6402.

5. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING WITH YOU ABOARD MACKINAW.

BT

