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UNIT INFORMATION

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:  28 April 2004






UNIT NAME:  USCGC HAMILTON (WHEC 715)
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:


commanding officer


U.s. Coast guard cutter HAMILTON (WHEC 715)


FPO AP 96667-3931





attn: name and rank


PARCEL PACKAGES ADDRESS:  






commanding officer





U.S. COast Guard Cutter HAMILTON (WHEC 715)

2680 WODEN STREET





Z11401





SAN DIEGO, CA 92136





attn: name and rank

COMMERCIAL PHONE #:  (619) 556-6559/60/61
FAX: (619) 556-6563

WEB SITE:  WWW.USCG.MIL/D11/SANDIEGO/






E-MAIL:  FIRST INITIAL/LASTNAME@HAMILTON.USCG.MIL

UNIT’s MISSIONS:  LAW ENFORCEMENT (COUNTER-DRUG, ALIEN AND MIGRATION INTERDICTION, AND FISHERIES MANAGEMENT), SEARCH AND RESCUE, AND HOMELAND SECURITY
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  DECK FORCE / MESSCOOK

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  ENGINEERING / MESSCOOK

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Gangway Petty officer Of the Watch, and pier sentry (1 IN 4).

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  SECURITY WATCHSTANDER, and pier sentry (1 IN 4). 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Bridge watch (Helm, Messenger, lookout and Boatswain’s Mate of the watch).  Watch rotation depends on the number of qualified watchstanders.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  Extensive security watch.  Watch rotation depends on the number of qualified watchstanders.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  HAMILTON is homeported at Naval Station San Diego.  The main gate is located at the corner of Harbor Dr and 32nd Street adjacent to the 5 and 15 freeways. YOUR SPONSOR WILL ASSIST YOU AND MAKE YOUR MOVE AS SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE. YOU SHOULD EXPECT A PHONE CALL FROM YOUR SPONSOR WITHIN ONE WEEK OF RECEIVING THIS MESSAGE. FEEL FREE TO CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR AT ANY TIME DURING THE REPORTING PROCESS. IF WE ARE INPORT, YOUR SPONSOR WILL MEET YOU AT THE AIRPORT, IN THE BAGGAGE CLAIM AREA. PROVIDE YOUR SPONSOR WITH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WHEN IT BECOMES AVAILABLE:

A. FLIGHT INFORMATION

B. DATE AND TIME OF ARRIVAL

C. THE NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS TRAVELING WITH YOU

D. NUMBER OF BAGS ACCOMPANYING YOU

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR SPONSOR OF ANY CHANGE TO THIS INFORMATION, AS IT WILL DETERMINE HOW BEST TO TRANSPORT YOU, YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS, AND LUGGAGE TO YOUR SELF-ARRANGED ACCOMODATIONS.  tHE PHONE NUMBER FOR HAMILTON (619) 556-6559.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  IF HAMILTON IS UNDERWAY WHEN YOU ARRIVE IN SAN DIEGO, REPORT TO SECTOR SAN DIEGO AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
2710 N. HARBOR DR.





SAN DIEGO, CA 92101-1028

BM1 KNOOP AND YN2 MACKILLOP WILL COORDINATE YOUR TRAVEL TO MEET HAMILTON LATER AND ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU HAVE. UNIFORM FOR REPORTING IS TROPICAL BLUE LONG.  PREFERRED REPORTING TIME IS BETWEEN 0700 AND 1400. ACTIVITIES SAN DIEGO IS LOCATED JUST ACROSS THE STREET FROM SAN DIEGO'S MAJOR AIRPORT, LINDBERGH FIELD, WHERE YOU WILL PROBABLY ARRIVE. 
YN2 MACKILLOP: (619) 683-6547

BM1 KNOOP: (619) 666-7237  
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  6 CUBIC FEET

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  OPERATIONAL DRESS BLUE UNIFORM.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  n/A

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  SUMMER:  80 F

WINTER:  60 F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  CWO HIGHTOWER, (619) 556-6559 EXT 267.

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY, uNIVERSITY OF sAN dIEGO, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO, SAN DIEGO CITY COLLEGE, GROSSMONT COLLEGE, MESA COLLEGE, NATIONAL UNIVERSITY, UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX. 

UNIT NAME:  USCGC HAMILTON (WHEC 715)


  

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, DC, EM, ET, FS, GM, HS, MK, OS, SK, IT, YN,  OS (COMMS AND CIC), and ET.  AMT, AET, and AST when an aviation detachment is onboard during most patrols.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  wE ARE BASED IN SAN DIEGO.  tHE NEXT LARGE CITY IS Los Angeles, 120 miles to the north, and Tijuana, Mexico, WHICH IS about 20 miles to the south.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  WE ARE BASED AT NAVSTA SAN DIEGO, at 32ND  STREET and harbor drive.  NAVSTA NORTH ISLAND, CG ACTIVITIES SAN DIEGO, MArine corps recruit depot San Diego, Marine Corps Base camp pendleton, and marine corps air station miramar are also near by.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  32ND STREET NAVAL STATION SAN DIEGO (JUST OUTSIDE MAIN GATE FROM BASE). the Navy has a very large commissary and exchange across Harbor Dr and is about a 10 minute walk from HAMILTON.  There are also other exchanges and commissaries at the Marine Corp Recruit Depot (15 minutes away by car), Air Station Miramar (25 minutes away by car), and Camp Pendleton (45 minutes away by car).  airsta miramar also has an exchange and commissary. 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  Just about every religious denomination is available in the San Diego area.

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  South trips (possible stops include Acapulco MX, Puerto Vallarta MX, Mazatlan MX, Manzanillo MX, Guatemala, Costa Rica); North trips (possible stops include Dutch Harbor AK, Kodiak AK, Juneau AK, Victoria BC, Seattle WA); West trips (possible stop in Hawaii).

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  TROPICAL BLUE LONG (IF REPORTING AFTER 1600 OR ON A WEEKEND/HOLIDAY, MBR CAN REPORT IN CIVILIAN ATTIRE)

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  OOD

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: 

FROM THE CREW…

fROM A sn… HI, MY NAME IS SN DAYNA SANDOVAL.  I HAVE BEEN ONBOARD HAMILTON FOR 15 MONTHS. MY MORNING STARTS AT 0645. WE HAVE MUSTER AT 0700, AND THEN I GO STRAIGHT TO WORK IN THE AV SHOP WHERE ANOTHER SHIPMATE AND I CONDUCT PMS FOR ALL GEAR INVOLVED WITH FLIGHT QUARTERS. EVERY DAY FOR ME IS DIFFERENT.  FOR INSTANCE, I AM ALSO A MEMBER OF THE BOAT LOWERING DETAIL, I HANDLE LINES WHEN NEIGHBORING SHIPS PULL IN.  HELPING OUT WITH DRILLS, OR TAKING A MORALE CRUISE ON THE SMALL BOAT ARE ALSO REGULAR OCCURANCES for me. UNDERWAY, I STAND WATCHES, PRIME AND PAINT, ATTEND TRAININGS, PARTICIPATE IN FLIGHT QUARTERS, DRUG BUSTS, and ROUNDS ON THE SHIP(BMOW), Occasionally, we’ll have SWIM CALLS, AND ENJOY RANDOM VISITS FROM DOLPHINS AND WHALES.

  
BEFORE WORKING IN THE AV SHOP I WAS COVERED IN DUST, HEAD TO TOE FROM SANDING, PRIMING, PAINTING, AND SWEEPING. HOWEVER, HARD WORK, TEAM WORK, AND MOTIVATION DOES PROMOTE YOU TO BETTER PLACES ON THE SHIP. ON DUTY I STAND THE GPOW WATCH. WHEN I'M NOT ON WATCH I WORK IN THE AV SHOP AND TRY TO GET AHEAD OR HELP OUT OTHER SHIPMATES IN MY DUTY SECTION. THEN, IN THE AFTERNOON WE HAVE DRILLS AND BASICALLY WORK FOR THE WHOLE DAY UNTIL 1800. YOU LEARN THE MOST FROM YOUR DUTY SECTION WITH DCPQS. HELM, LOOKOUT, AND SECURITY QUALIFICATIONS ALSO GIVE YOU A GOOD UNDERSTANDING ON HOW THE SHIP FUNCTIONS.

MY EXPERIENCE ON THE HAMILTON HAS BEEN AWESOME, BUT IT IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT. I'D HAVE TO SAY TRAVELING TO DIFFERENT PLACES IS MY MOST FAVORITE EXPERIENCE ONBOARD HAMILTON. I ALSO REALLY ENJOY PARTICIPATING IN EVOLUTIONS AS MEMBER OF THE DECK FORCE TEAM. NO MATTER WHAT THE TASK, WE ALWAYS STICK TOGETHER AND GET THE JOB DONE WELL.

I JOINED THE COAST GUARD TO ENTER THE AVIATION FIELD. AS OF NOW I AM WAITING FOR ORDERS TO AET A SCHOOL AND I COULDN'T OF DONE SO WITHOUT THE HELP OF SHIPMATES ON THE HAMILTON. I WOULD LIKE YOU TO FEEL EXCITED AND READY FOR THE CHALLENGES HAMILTON HAS TO OFFER. NOT ONLY IS  BEING ON A 378’ AN EYE OPENER FOR ALMOST ALL RATES IN THE CG.  IT HAS BEEN THE MOST REWARDING LIFE EXPERIENCE, SO FAR, FOR ME.

fROM A FN… HI, MY NAME IS FN CHRIS FISHER.  I HAVE BEEN ONBOARD HAMILTON FOR A LITTLE OVER 8 MONTHS.  A TYPICAL NON-DUTY DAY FOR ME USUALLY STARTS OFF WITH REPORTING TO SHOP AROUND 0700.  I get INFORMED BY MY MK1 OR CHIEF ABOUT WHAT TASKS NEED TO BE COMPLETED THAT DAY.   DEPENDING ON THE DAY, I COULD BE WORKING ON BOILERS WITH MK'S, REFILLING BOW PROP, HELPING TRANSFER FUEL, OR HELPING FIX A BROKEN PART OR SYSTEM. 

A DUTY DAY USUALLY STARTS THE SAME, AND INCLUDES A DRILL, POSSIBLy a General emergency OR TOXIC GAS DRILL. I AM ON THE INVESTIGATING TEAM FOR BOTH DRILLS, WHICH MEANS I DO ROVING ROUNDS OF THE SHIP TO REPORT ANY FURTHER DAMAGE WE HAVE SUSTAINED. IT IS TYPICALLY A GOOD DAY’S WORK AND TIRING, BUT VERY REWARDING. 

I WOULD SAY THAT THE TRAVEL HAS BEEN MY FAVORITE EXPERIENCE SINCE REPORTING ABOARD HAMILTON.  I ENJOY SEEING NEW PLACES, AND IF ANYONE WANTS TO SEE THE WORLD, A 378’ IS ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO DO SO IN THE COAST GUARD. I HAVE A GREAT CHAIN OF COMMAND, WHICH MAKES WORK MUCH MORE ENJOYABLE.

I CAME INTO THE GUARD BECAUSE OF THE MST PROGRAM. I AM WAITING MY TIME ON THE HAMILTON UNTIL I RECIEVE ORDERS for this program. HAMILTON HAS NOT ONLY TAUGHT ME A LOT ABOUT ENGINEERING BUT ALSO MADE ME LOOK FORWARD TO THE MST RATE ALL THE MORE BECUASE OF THE TIME I WAITED FOR IT.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: THE FOLLOWING WEBSITES PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT SAN DIEGO AND SOME LOCAL ATTRACTIONS AND COMMANDS:

HTTP://CGWEB.PACAREA.USCG.MIL/PACAREAPO/SCHDMSGS.HTM

                                       CUTTER SCHEDULE     

(ACCESSIBLE ONLY FROM CG     

                                       INTRANET)

HTTP://WWW.USCG.MIL/D11/SANDIEGO       ACTIVITIES SAN DIEGO

WEBSITE

HTTP://WWW.DTIC.MIL/PERDIEM/BAH.HTML   BASIC HOUSING ALLOWANCE

HTTP://WWW.USCG.MIL/HQ/PSC/            LATEST PAY RATES/BENEFITS,

TRICARE INFORMATION, SEA                  

PAY TABLE.

HTTP://WWW.NAVSTASD.NAVY.MIL/          NAVAL STATION SAN DIEGO

                                       WEBSITE, WHICH INCLUDES A

                                       LINK TO THE BASE'S 

                                       MORALE, WELFARE, AND

                                       RECREATION OFFICE.

HTTP://WWW.NAVY-LODGE.COM/UNITED_STATES/CALIFORNIA/SAN_DIEGO.HTML

                                       SAN DIEGO'S NAVY LODGE CAN

                                       ALSO BE REACHED AT:

                                  SAN DIEGO        (619) 234-6142

                                  NORTH ISLAND     (619) 435-0191

                                  MCAS MIRAMAR     (858) 271-7111

                                  24HR NAVY LODGE  (800) 628-9466

HTTP://WWW.SANDIEGO.GOV/              SAN DIEGO'S GOVERNMENT SITE

HTTP://WWW.SIGNONSANDIEGO.COM         CURRENT EVENTS IN SAN DIEGO

HTTP://WWW.SDREADER.COM               REVIEWS OF CURRENT EVENTS            

                                      IN SAN DIEGO.

HTTP://WWW.MYCARLSBADREALESTATE.COM/SCHOOLS/INDEX.HTM

                                      SCHOOL DISTRICT INFORMATION

HTTP://WWW.APARTMENTGUIDE.COM         AID FOR APARTMENT HUNTING

HTTP://WWW.SANDIEGOZOO.ORG            SAN DIEGO ZOO

HTTP://WWW.SEAWORLD.COM/SEAWORLD/CA/DEFAULT.ASPX  
      SEA WORLD

HTTP://WWW.KNOTTS.COM/SOAKCITY/SD/INDEX.SHTML  KNOTT'S WATER PARK

HTTP://WWW.COASTIECHICKS.NET/        COAST GUARD SPOUSES' WEBPAGE
UNIT NAME: USCGC HAMILTON (WHEC 715)







MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  yes 

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  YES
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD: 

SINGLE MALE:  $200 / month








SINGLE FEMALE:  $150 / month

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  yes

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  When first reporting, a single non-rate will live onboard and be placed onto a waiting list for the barracks.  The average wait on the waiting list is 1-3 months.  The barracks are located on NavSta San Diego and is about a 10 minute walk.  The barracks are 2-person furnished rooms with a bed, locker, AND REFRIGERATOR.  Personnel are allowed to bring a TV and limited bulky personal items (surfboard, stereo, etc) since the rooms must be inspection ready at all times.   

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  no

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  There are several credit unions located in and adjacent to NAVSTA San Diego such as san diego county Credit Union, Navy Federal Credit Union, USA Federal credit union, and pt. loma federal credit union.  Several banks in town that have numerous branches are Wells Fargo, washington mutual, and Bank of America.  Most of these banks offer free checking as long as you have direct deposit.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  YES. NAVY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Yes, there are numerous malls around San Diego.  Horton Plaza is downtown, Fashion Valley Mall and Mission Valley Mall are in Mission Valley, UNIVERISTY TOWN CENTRE IN UNIVERSITY CITY, Grossmont Mall in La Mesa, north county fair in escondido, AND PARKWAY PLAZA IN EL CAJON. 

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $1100

BAH RATE FOR AN E2 WITH DEPENDENTS:  E2-E4 = $1132

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, but only limited to personnel who qualify for a 3-bedroom unit (married with 2 children that are of opposite sex and 1 child is over 6 yrs of age).  Average wait is approx 2 months.  Contact the local housing authority at sector san diego for current availability.  POC: MS. Godbolt (619) 683-6343.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  yes

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Chula Vista, El Cajon, La Mesa, Clairemont.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  $150/ MONTH

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Balboa Hospital which is free for dependents.  Prescriptions are free at this facility.  Dependents may also receive medical care at civilian providers if enrolled in tricare.  contact the local tricare office at (619) 532-8225, located at balboa hospital.  

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL:  nEAREST PUBLIC SCHOOL TO HOUSING LOCATION.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:  PRIME 

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  YES, NUMEROUS LOCAL DENTISTS HONOR THIS INSURANCE.
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?:  bring dependents only if housing has been identified.
