USCGC GALLATIN (WHEC 721)

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA


DATE SHEET FILLED OUT: 29-Jan-02







UNIT NAME: USCGC GALLATIN (WHEC 721)




Personal Mailing Address:



(Your Name)


USCGC Gallatin (WHEC-721)

PO Box 150016

North Charleston, SC 29415-5016

Commercial Phone: (843) 308-9662

Fax: (843) 308-0293

OOD Phone:
(843) 296-2972

Web site: http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/378whec.htm


E-mail: firstinitiallastname@cgcgallatin.uscg.mil
Unit’s Missions: Enforcement of Laws & Treaties; Search and Rescue

Typical SA/SN Job Assignment: Deck Force

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment: Auxiliary or Main Propulsion Division

Inport duty rotation for SA/SN: 1 in 4 (working for future 1 in 6)

Inport duty rotation for FA/FN: 1 in 4 (working for future 1 in 6)

Underway watch rotation SA/SN: 1 in 3 until qualified then 1 in 5

Underway watch rotation FA/FN: 1 in 3 until qualified then 1 in 9

Special procedures for reporting after hours: Check in with the OOD

How much personal storage space: Approx. 12 cubic feet

Uniform normally worn during the workday: Working blue

Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue: Additional working blue

Average Temperatures: Summer high - 90.2oF

Winter low - 37.7oF

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative: ENS Casper at (843) 308-9662

What type of continuing education is available within immediate area?  


College of Charleston


Trident Technical College


Charleston Southern University


Onboard Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Educational Services Program


Program for Afloat Continued Education

Ratings present at the unit: 
BM, DC, EM, ET, FS, FT, GM, HS, MK, QM, RD, SK, TC, & 


YN 

Name of nearest city and distance: Charleston, SC
5 miles

Name of nearest military facility and distance: Charleston AFB – 10 miles

Location of nearest exchange and commissary: 
Charleston AFB


Charleston Naval Weapons Station

Religious denominations in the area: All within 30 minutes

Area of responsibility: Caribbean and Southeast US

Uniform to report in: Tropical Blue Long

If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for: OOD

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: YES

Berthing available: YES 

Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old:
single male: $150/mo.









single female: $150/mo.

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available: NO

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live: ONBOARD

Should member submit Housing application to housing officer?  UPON ARRIVAL

Where do most people bank: Navy Federal Credit Union

Bank of America

Is there a credit union in the area: YES

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two-bedroom apartment in the area: $600-700 w/ water, sewage, & trash pick-up

BAH rate for an E-2: $742
E-3: $742

Is leased housing available: YES

Is government owned housing available: YES

What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment: <1 month

Housing officer phone number: DCC Parks at (843) 308-9662

Where do most dependents live: with member

Rate of auto insurance for the typical young family:  $100/month

Where do most dependents receive medical care: 
Charleston Naval Hospital


Charleston Air Force Base

Where do most dependents go to school: Charleston County School District

What level of TRICARE is available in the area: PRIME 

Is DELTA Dental available: YES

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard: NO 

Welcome to USCGC GALLATIN (WHEC 721)

(Blue text are links within this document when viewed online.)
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 DIGGING IN

CHECKING-IN:

Report in the uniform of the day to the Quarterdeck, Pier Papa, Old Charleston Navy Base.  Your sponsor should arrange to meet you upon your arrival and assist you in getting situated.  If you report after normal working hours (0700-1300, Mon-Thu) then check in with the OOD.

UNIFORM OF THE DAY:

The Tropical Blue Long Uniform is now approved for year round use Coast Guard wide as an approved alternate to the Service Dress Blue Uniform as uniform of the day.  Normal uniform of the day is working blue, Tropical Blue Long is worn while on inport quarterdeck watch (SA/SN only).

DUTY:

USCGC Gallatin does not have an on-call designated duty driver.  You should arrange transportation through your sponsor if needed.  Inport duty for E-5 and below runs on a 1 in 4 rotation.  SA/SN’s are part of duty deck force, completing work items and standing quarterdeck watches.  FA/FN’s stand security watches in the engineroom. 

HOUSING:

General:  USCGC Gallatin has onboard berthing for all hands which are utilized by all underway and most E-3 and below inport. Group Charleston also leases numerous one, two, three, and four bedroom units for eligible single individuals and the Naval Weapons Station has military housing for members with dependents.  Application for assignment to military housing (CG-5267) must be submitted for assignment or release.  If you qualify for BAH, rentals in the area range from $450 for a one-bedroom apartment to $900 for a three/four bedroom home.  Utility costs range from $150 in the summer to $100 in the winter.  The rental vacancy rate is around 2 percent and it takes approximately ten working days to locate a rental unit.  The Group Housing Office maintains a list of potential rentals for the Charleston area.

Deposits:  Be prepared to have ample cash for the deposits that are required when renting a home.  Your authorized Dislocation Allowance (DLA) should help with this.  Landlords usually require security, cleaning, and pet deposits.  Security and/or cleaning deposits will range from $100 to $500 or possibly more.  Deposits must be refunded to you by the landlord within two weeks (14 days) after termination of your tenancy, less the amounts which are reasonable necessary to remedy defaults in your payment of rent, repair damages to the premises caused by you, or clean such premises upon termination of the tenancy, if the lease or rental agreement so provides.

Home buying tips:  Houses in the Charleston area range from $40K to $200K.  The housing office is prohibited from recommending specific real estate agents or companies, however they recommend that you deal with one that offers computerized Multiple Listing Service (MLS).  These companies will give you the broadest coverage throughout the area that can meet your requirements.  Personnel should further consult with the unit yeoman concerning the FHA in-service loan program outlined in Chapter 16 of the Personnel Manual.  You should also consult Section E of the Coast Guard Mutual Assistance Manual, which permits loans for down payment/closing costs in buying a home with no interest charge.

Housing Discrimination: In the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (the Fair Housing Law), Congress declared a national policy of providing fair housing throughout the United States, regardless of the prospective tenants sex, race, religion, color, or national origin.  If, while house hunting, you have problems of a discriminatory nature, contact the Housing officer.  This notification should be made as soon as possible after the incident, and careful records should be kept by you to help the investigating team.

Military Lease Clause: If you sign a private lease, be sure a military (transfer) clause is included in your lease.  The below military clause is example of one that should be used:

“The said LESSOR agrees that in the event said LESSEE shall be transferred by military orders from ____________, or be required to occupy government quarters, then, in either of such events, said LESSEE has and shall have the right to terminate this lease prior to the date of expiration there of by delivering to the LESSOR a thirty (30) day notice in writing of such transfer or assignment, and the effective date thereof, said notice to be sent to the LESSOR by registered mail.”

Pets:  Many landlords in the Charleston area allow pets.  Those who do restrict the number and size of the pets, and usually require a $25 to $200 deposit, all or part of which may be non-refundable.

Permissive Orders For House Hunting: Permissive orders for “house hunting trips” consist of up to five days authorized absence to search for a new residence at the new duty station.  This is specifically for the benefit of members with PCS orders. The five days absence is issued at the discretion of the Commanding Officer of the old duty station.  It may be combined with leave or liberty to extend the period, but may not be combined with any travel, proceed time, or leave incident to PCS orders.  Article 7-A-10.b(7) of the Personnel Manual allows the Commanding Officer at the gaining unit to grant administrative absences during circumstances (such as distance, cost, or TAD) for up to five working days when the member is unable to make use of permissive orders for house hunting prior to departing the last unit.

Temporary Lodging Expense (TLE): TLE is authorized for:

1.  A total of 10 days in connection with a PCS between two PDS’s (permanent duty stations) in CONUS; (For example, 5 days in the vicinity of the old and 5 days in the vicinity of the new PDS or 10 days in the vicinity of either the old or new PDS, but not both).

2.  10 days in connection with a PCS from outside CONUS to a CONUS PDS.

Temporary lodging for which TLE is authorized must, in fact, be a temporary place of residence. Lodgings occupied upon initial arrival at a new PDS location which are permanent type residence quarters into which a members moves his or her household goods (HHG) and continues occupancy indefinitely will not be considered temporary lodgings for TLE.  Keep receipts and declare TLE when you submit your PCS travel claim.
Leased Housing Program: The Leased Housing Program provides additional housing through the leasing of privately owned dwellings in the community.  Eligibility for leased housing in Charleston is determined by comparing general housing costs of the leasing area and bedroom requirements of the pay grade concerned.  For Coast Guard members with dependents, minimum bedroom requirements are based on the number of dependents (excluding the spouse) and dependents age.  For more information contact DCC Parks at (843) 308-9662.

Waiting list: Occupancy of all Coast Guard and Navy housing is on a “first come, first serve basis.”  For every set of PCS orders issued, there is a unique assemblage of housing requirements.  Waiting list priorities are based on assigned control date.  The control date will be established upon receipt of the housing application (CG-5267) and will be 35 days prior to the estimated date of arrival or the actual date of receipt if less than 35 days prior to the estimated date of arrival.  You will need a copy of your orders, CG-5267, and BAH/Emergency Data Form 4170A to be placed on the waiting list.

Before Accepting Off Base Housing:

DO...
Decide if you will or will not accept leased housing / government quarters when it becomes available.

DO...
Make a thorough search of the surrounding area to find a house or an apartment suitable as to location and rent to meet your needs.

DON’T RUSH!  Do not accept a rental that you and your family will not be happy with.

Accepting an Off Base Rental:

DO...
Explain to the landlord, if you intend to accept leased housing / government quarters, that you will move into government quarters when they become available.

DO...
Read lease or rental agreements thoroughly and request changes or modifications to clauses you cannot meet.  

DO...
Verify the amount of rent, ask if any of the following are included in the rent: water, electricity, gas, trash collection, and cable TV service.

DO...
Be aware that most rentals require first and last months rent plus a deposit be paid immediately.

DO...
Ensure the facility is not subject to summer rates.

DO...
Ensure that you have written verification if security, cleaning and damage deposits, or pet fees are refundable upon termination of tenancy.

DO...
Have the landlord conduct an inspection/inventory with you at the rental premises.

DO...
Obtain a copy of everything you sign.  South Carolina Real Estate Law entitles you to a copy at the time of your signature to any document concerning Real Property.

DON’T… 
Enter into any lease or agreement you do not intend to honor.

DON’T…
Accept quarters where the lease or rental agreement does not include a military release clause for a permanent change of station.

AIRPORTS:

Charleston is unique in that the Air Force Base and International Airport share the same runway.  Daily flights are available on Air South, Continental, Delta, Midway, United, US Air, and British Airways as well as Military Airlift Command (MAC).  Savannah (Georgia) and Myrtle Beach (South Carolina) International Airports are also within a two hours drive.

EXCHANGES:

There are three exchanges in the Charleston area: Coast Guard, Navy, and Air Force.  Both the Navy and Air Force exchanges have commissaries.  The Coast Guard exchange is the smallest and has a small uniform shop, located downtown at Group Charleston.  The Navy exchange and commissary are located on the Naval Weapons Station in Goose Creek.  The Air Force exchange and commissary are located on the Air Force Base and are the largest of the three services.  

HEALTH SERVICES

There is a Naval Hospital located near CGC Gallatin, a Naval Hospital at the Naval Weapons Station near government housing, and an Air Force clinic at the Air Force Base.  These are all fully staffed hospitals offering a range of services; however, none of these facilities offer emergency care, but all other local hospitals do.

Anyone may be seen at the Naval Hospital, Naval Weapons Station, or Air Force clinic by appointment.  The use of Tricare (Prime, Extra, Standard) and the Tricare Family Dental Plan (United Concordia) are highly encouraged.  There are a growing number of area providers (Hospitals, Doctors, and Dentists) participating in the Tricare program and United Concordia.  For more information concerning Tricare or United Concordia contact the HBA or Clinic Administrator. (See page 10 for Phone Numbers)

The Naval Hospital and Air Force pharmacies may fill prescriptions from outside providers with items carried in stock.  The pharmacy also provides an over-the-counter program providing two items per family per week.

MEDICAL, DENTAL, and PHARMACY HOURS:

Navy:
Medical/dental sick call: 743-3709 at 0700 for appointment.


Medical/dental appointments call 743-3709 between 0700-1700 for appointment.


Pharmacy: 0800-1800 Monday through Friday

Air Force:
Medical/dental sick call: 963-6880 between 0600-0700 for appointment.


Medical/dental appointments call 963-6880 between 0700-1630 for appointment.


Pharmacy: 0730-1730 Monday through Thursday


0730-1700 Friday


0800-1100 Saturday

HISTORY AND FACTS ABOUT COAST GUARD CUTTER GALLATIN:


Coast Guard Cutter Gallatin is the sixth Coast Guard cutter to be named after Albert Gallatin (1761-1849), former secretary of the treasury serving under Presidents Thomas Jefferson and James Madison.  In a tradition forged by the legendary performance of Gallatin’s five venerable predecessors, today’s Gallatin sailors carry on the legacy of exceptional performance, unsurpassed dedication, and superior teamwork.  CGC Gallatin’s area of responsibility is primarily counter drug operations in the Caribbean Basin.  CGC Gallatin was crucial in the development and is still a part of Operation New Frontier (ONF).  Working with Helicopter Interdiction Squadron (HITRON) 10, ONF executes the Commandant’s Aircraft Use of Force policy that permits the use of warning shots and disabling fire against drug laden go-fast vessels bound for the United States.  CGC Gallatin is also active in the Coast Guard missions of Search and Rescue, Enforcement of Laws and Treaties, and Maritime Safety.

MISSION.  The Coast Guard Cutter Gallatin serves the nation by saving life and property in distress, enforcing maritime laws, protecting the ocean environment, contributing to national defense, and by being prepared to participate in other activities supporting the multi-mission Coast Guard.


VISION.  Coast Guard Cutter Gallatin will serve the nation through the safe, timely, and professional conduct of our assigned missions.  We will focus on being “Semper Paratus – Always Ready” for the long-haul; including contributing to the humanitarian goals of the Coast Guard, ensuring the effective operation and maintenance of our cutter, developing our shipmates personally and professionally (including our reserve shipmates), and effectively supporting our families and love ones ashore.

WEATHER:

Generally, the weather in the Charleston area can be considered a mild climate, typical of the Southeast.  Rainfall amounts average 52 inches a year and though rare, measurable snow is possible in winter.  Average summer highs run about 90 degrees and winter lows about 37 degrees.  Summers are very humid with frequent thunderstorms.  The ocean water temperature usually runs from the mid 60 degree range in winter to the mid 80 degree range in summer.

REGIONAL FACTS:

The coastal cities of South Carolina are leisure oriented.  Most are havens for local fishing fleets and provide numerous outdoor recreational activities as well.  They cater to the needs of the recreational vehicle traveler and outdoorsman.  You can find an abundance of fresh seafood restaurants all along the coast as well as many coastal arts and crafts centers.  The largest cities along the coast are Myrtle Beach, Charleston, and Hilton Head, which of course have the best nightlife.  As can be expected, most any service or item you may need can be found in these cities as well.

	The Post and Courier Local Charleston newspaper (www.charleston.net)
	Official Web Site of Charleston, SC includes schools, city services, visitor info, etc. (www.charleston.com)


EMPLOYMENT OUTLOOK:

The Charleston area is home to numerous businesses, department stores, restaurants, hospitals, hospital related businesses, and schools.  Several online companies offer job search help, but the Post and Courier Newspaper has the best selection.  Relocation services at both the Naval Weapons Station and Air Force Base also help in the job search process.

EDUCATION:

Charleston is the home to several colleges including College of Charleston, Trident Technical College, and Charleston Southern University.  All three institutions are accredited and offer a variety of programs varying from single courses to Doctorate Degrees.

Public schools can be found in every town in the Charleston area.  Buses are the usual mode of transportation for students.  Generally speaking, the elementary and secondary school systems are performing well and getting better, offering diverse educational programs to students.  

RELOCATION NUMBERS

EMERGENCIES:

Poison Control
1-800-922-1117

Police/Fire/Ambulance
911

GOVERNMENT AND LICENSES:

Internal Revenue Service
1-800-829-4477

Employment Security Commission
843-792-7046

Division of Motor Vehicle
1-800-442-1368

NEWSPAPER:

The Post and Courier


843-577-7111

COAST GUARD UNITS:


USCGC DALLAS


843-308-9636


GROUP CHARLESTON
:

843-724-7600


USCGC MADRONA


843-724-7656


USCGC YELLOWFIN


843-724-7667


USCGC ANVIL


843-724-7664


STATION CHARLESTON


843-724-7629


AIDS TO NAVIGATION TEAM CHARLESTON
843-556-0453


COAST GUARD CHARLESTON RECRUITING OFFICE
843-766-7315


MARINE SAFETY OFFICE CHARLESTON

843-724-7683


ELECTRONIC SUPPORT DETACHMENT CHARLESTON
843-744-8458


SOUTHEASTERN FISHERIES TRAINING CENTER
843-308-0160


NAVAL ENGINEERING SUPPORT UNIT CHARLESTON
843-554-8309


AIR STATION SAVANNAH


912-652-4646
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UNCLAS  //N01326//

SUBJ:  WELCOME ABOARD SA xxxxxxxxxxx, USCG

1. PLEASE PASS TO SA xxxxxxxx.  CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO

USCGC GALLATIN, ONE OF THE TWO LARGEST AND MOST CAPABLE CUTTERS IN THE ATLANTIC AREA FLEET.  GALLATIN IS THE SIXTH COAST GUARD CUTTER TO BE NAMED AFTER ALBERT GALLATIN (1761-1849), FORMER SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY SERVING UNDER PRESIDENTS THOMAS JEFFERSON AND JAMES MADISON.  IN A TRADITION FORGED BY THE LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE OF GALLATIN'S FIVE VENERABLE PREDECESSORS, TODAY'S GALLATIN SAILORS CARRY ON THE LEGACY OF EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE, UNSURPASSED DEDICATION, AND SUPERIOR TEAMWORK.  WE WELCOME YOU AS A VALUED MEMBER OF GALLATIN'S TEAM; WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR ARRIVAL AND ARE COMMITTED

TO ASSISTING YOU WITH YOUR TRANSFER.  YOU CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR COMMAND BY VIEWING OUR WEBSITE AT: HTTP://WWW.USCG.MIL/LANTAREA/CUTTER/GALLATIN/HME#1.HTM

2. YOUR SPONSOR, xxxxxxxxxx, CAN BE REACHED AT EMAIL ADDRESS

FIRSTINITIALLASTNAME@CGCGALLATIN.USCG.MIL.  YOUR SPONSOR WILL ENSURE YOU RECEIVE YOUR WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE AT YOUR HOME ONCE YOU PROVIDE US WITH AN ADDRESS.  I ASSIGN SPONSORS TO ASSIST YOU ONE-ON-ONE AND TO PROVIDE YOU WITH MORE INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES - PLEASE ENSURE YOU CONTACT THIS SHIPMATE SOON.

3. GALLATIN'S HOMEPORT IS CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA.  THE CUTTER MOORS AT PIER PAPA ON THE FORMER CHARLESTON NAVAL STATION LOCATED OFF SPRUILL AVENUE, NORTH CHARLESTON.  THE MAILING ADDRESS IS: COMMANDING OFFICER, USCGC GALLATIN (WHEC 721), P.O. BOX 150016, CHARLESTON, SC 29415-5016.  DRIVING DIRECTIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE ABOVE WEBSITE.  CONFIRM YOUR ARRIVAL DATE WITH YOUR SPONSOR; CHECK IN UNIFORM IS TROPICAL BLUE LONG.

4. USEFUL INFORMATION FOR YOUR MOVE:

A. SERVICING PERSRU POC: GROUP CHARLESTON, YN3 WATERHOUSE, (843)

720-7213, MON THRU FRI 0800-1600 EST.

B. ALTERNATE CHECK-IN PROCEDURE IF GALLATIN IS DEPLOYED: CHECK-IN

WITH YN3 WATERHOUSE AT GROUP CHARLESTON, 196 TRADD STREET, CHARLESTON, SC

29401 (SW CORNER OF THE CITY ALONG THE WATERFRONT); CHECK-IN UNIFORM

IS TROPICAL BLUE LONG.  GROUP CHARLESTON WILL THEN MAKE FURTHER TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS FOR YOU TO MEET THE SHIP.

C. GALLATIN'S OMBUDSMAN (COMMAND FAMILY REPRESENTATIVE) IS MRS. AMY KEARNS.  MRS. KEARNS IS AN INTEGRAL MEMBER OF GALLATIN.  YOU MAY CONTACT HER PRIOR TO DEPARTING YOUR CURRENT UNIT TO DISCUSS ANY CONCERNS YOU MAY HAVE, PARTICULARLY ISSUES THAT MAY IMPACT DEPENDENTS.  MRS. KEARNS CAN BE REACHED AT (843)296-0281.

D. THE RELOCATION MANAGER FOR CHARLESTON, SC IS MS. KAMA BENTLEY OF THE FAMILY RELOCATION SERVICES CENTER, NAVAL WEAPONS STATION GOOSE CREEK, SC.  SHE CAN BE REACHED AT (843)764-7480 AND WILL BE GLAD TO ASSIST YOU IN ANSWERING ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE REGARDING THE GREATER CHARLESTON AREA.

E. THE POC FOR HOUSEHOLD GOODS RELOCATION ASSISTANCE IS CHARLOTTE AT THE NAVAL TRANSPORTATION OFFICE GOOSE CREEK, SC.  SHE CAN BE REACHED AT (843) 764-7575. IF YOU ARE MARRIED, PLEASE CONTACT MRS RICHARDSON, NAVAL WEAPONS STATION, (843) 764-7264 OR 800-362-2399 FOR DETAILS ON GOVERNMENT FAMILY HOUSING. THE NAVAL WEAPONS STATION HOUSING OFFICE ALSO MAINTAINS A WEBSITE AT

WWW.NOCLANT.NAVY.MIL/CHARLES/HOUSING.HTM.  IF YOU ARE SINGLE, YOUR SPONSOR CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION REGARDING GALLATIN'S LEASED HOUSING POLICY.  INFORMATION ON TEMPORARY LODGING CAN BE FOUND IN THE WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE WHICH WILL BE MAILED TO YOU.

5. GALLATIN'S OPERATIONAL SCHEDULE IS COORDINATED BY COAST GUARD ATLANTIC AREA.  GENERALLY, A 10-12 WEEK UNDERWAY PERIOD IS FOLLOWED BY A 10-12 WEEK INPORT PERIOD. DURING ANY GIVEN DEPLOYMENT GALLATIN MAY PERFORM SEARCH AND RESCUE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, OR OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF NATIONAL SECURITY.

6. GALLATIN'S COMMANDING OFFICER IS CAPT SEMRAU, THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER IS CDR STOWE, AND THE COMMAND MASTER CHIEF IS FSCM SYLVESTER.  FSCM SYLVESTER WILL COORDINATE YOUR UNIT INDOCTRINATION AFTER ARRIVAL.

7. AGAIN, WELCOME ABOARD SHIPMATE!  CAPTAIN WILLIAM J. SEMRAU,

COMMANDING OFFICER, SENDS.

BT

11

