UNIT INFORMATION - USCGC DECISIVE (WMEC 629), Pascagoula, Mississippi


DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:  12 OCT 01

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
(Your Name)

                                                    USCGC DECISIVE (WMEC 629)

                                                    c/o U.S. Naval Station

                                                    Pascagoula MS 39595

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  
(228) 761-2500        FAX: (228) 761-2495

WEB SITE:
none yet
E-MAIL: decisivecommand@cgcdecisive.uscg.mil

UNIT’s MISSIONS:  Law Enforcement, Counter-drug operations, HITRON deployments, SAR, Alien Migration Interdiction

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Deck Force; leading seaman; helo shack gear custodian; MAA locker custodian; rescue/survival equipment manager; pain locker manager; bos'n hole manager; mess attendant.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Either Auxiliary division (A-Gang) or Main Propulsion Division; engineering warrior; mess attendant.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Inport QMOW.  Once qualified as QMOW and "BasicPlus" DC PQS, qualified duty section members pick their own duty days in a rotating lottery.  There are no fixed inport duty sections except when away from homeport.  The average rotation is about 1-in-6.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Auxiliary watchstander.  Once qualified as Aux and "Basic Plus" DC PQS, qualified duty section members pick their own duty days in a rotating lottery.  There are no fixed inport duty sections except when away from homeport.  The average rotation is about 1-in-6.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Helm/Lookout, Master Helmsman, normally 1-in-3 or 1-in-4.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Underway auxiliary; normally 1-in-3 or 1-in-4.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Do not report after hours.  Report aboard Monday through Thursday only during the workday, which is normally 0700-1300.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: Report to CG Station Pascagoula, also located on the U.S. Naval Station Pascagoula.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:   15  CUBIC FEET

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Working Blue Long

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  sunscreen; civilian clothes, swim suits, snorkle gear, extra working blue pants to make into shorts.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:   90 F

WINTER:   70 F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #  ENS Walker, (228) 761-2500.

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Naval Station Pascagoula offers some courses.  The Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College is in the area.  We are working with them to create customized college courses.  Continuing education is very, very difficult on an afloat unit.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  ET, TC, RD, QM, BM, MK, EM, DC, SK, YN, FS, HS

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Pascagoula, MS.  Mobile AL is 45 minutes away.  Biloxi MS is 20 minutes away.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: We're a tenant command to U.S. Naval Station Pascagoula.  Keesler AFB is 20 minutes away.  ATC Mobile is 55 minutes away.  Group Mobile is about 50 minutes away.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: There's a small exchange on our base.  The best exchange is at Keesler AFB.  Group and ATC Mobile have small exchanges.  The only commissary in the area is at Keesler AFB.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Primarily Baptist.  Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian.

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS: Exclusively the Caribbean sea.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: The Officer of the Day (OOD).

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: DECISIVE sends a welcome aboard message to each and every recruit.  If you haven't received it by the time you graduate, ask your company commander to help you track it down.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, onboard.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  E2s live onboard.  E3s may move into the Naval Station's combined bachelor quarters once they earn their cutterman pin.  To earn the pin, you must be an E3, be qualified in all watchstations (Inport QMOW, Underway Lookout, Underway Helmsman), be "BasicPlus" DC PQS qualified, and pass an oral examination board given by the Chief's Mess.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  $_125_ / month

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  There's no leased housing in our area.  The CBQ is available to all E3 and above who have earned their temporary cutterman's pin.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  onboard until you make E3.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  Only married members should consult the ship's housing officer (EMC Rider and YN1 Riva), who will put you in touch with the Group Mobile housing office.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Keesler Credit Union.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Yes, on base.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:   Many 

HOW MANY STORES:   20-40

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $600/MONTH






WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3:  $607

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  no

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  no

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Some in Mobile area; most in the Ocean Springs, Gautier and Pascagoula area.  We strongly encourage families to live in either Ocean Springs or Gautier, since the cost of living is quite reasonable, schools are good, and the commute is only 20 minutes max.  Carefully consider living in Mobile, as the commute is up to an hour each way.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  $220/ MONTH

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  If living in Mobile, ATC Mobile; if living in Pascagoula, Naval Station Pascagoula; if living in Gautier/Ocean Springs, Keesler AFB.

GO TO SCHOOL:  Ocean Springs MS school district is the best in the state…they have two of the six "Blue Ribbon" schools in the entire state.  This is one of the reasons why DECISIVE encourages living in the Ocean Springs/Gautier area.  Mobile AL schools are acceptable…but under significant funding crunches.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:
PRIME

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?
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SUBJ:  SA xxxxxxxxxxxxx,USCG

1.  CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO USCGC DECISIVE, HOMEPORTED AT THE U.S. NAVAL STATION IN PASCAGOULA MS.

2.  YOUR SPONSOR IS xxxxxxxxxxx AND CAN BE REACHED AT 228.761.2500 OR VIA E-MAIL AT FIRSTINITIALLASTNAME(AT)CGCDECISIVE.USCG.MIL.

3.  DECISIVE GENERALLY DEPLOYS 185 DAYS A YEAR TO PATROL THE WATERS OF THE CARIBBEAN AND GULF OF MEXICO.  OUR PRIMARY MISSIONS INCLUDE COUNTER-DRUG OPERATIONS, HOMELAND DEFENSE, OP NEW FRONTIER, ALIENMIGRATION INTERDICTION AND SEARCH AND RESCUE.  AVERAGE PATROL LENGTH IS 6-8 WEEKS.  SOME OF THE PORT CALLS WE MAKE THROUGHOUT THE CARIBBEAN BASIN ARE GUARANTEED TO BE THOSE THAT YOU WILL REMEMBER FOR A LIFETIME.

4.  MISC SHIP INFO:

    A. PHONE: 228.761.2500

    B. FAX: 228.761.2495

    C. WORK HOURS: M-F 0700-1300 (TROP HOURS)

    D. UNIT YN: YN1 RIVA, KRIVA(AT)CGCDECISIVE.USCG.MIL

    E. PERSRU: GRU MOBILE, YN2 THOMPSON, 251.441.6233,

       CTHOMPSON(AT)GRUMOBILE.USCG.MIL

    F. OMBUDSMAN: MRS. MICHELLE MELIN, 228.875.5866,

       MMELIN(AT)JUNO.COM

    G. MAILING ADDRESS (FOR FORWARDING) IS:

       COMMANDING OFFICER

       USCGC DECISIVE (WMEC 629)

       ATTN: YOUR RANK & NAME

       C/O U.S. NAVAL STATION

       PASCAGOULA, MS  39595

5.  RELOCATION/HOUSING INFO FOR MARRIED CREWMEMBERS:

    A. CALLING OR E-MAILING OUR OMBUDSMAN, MRS. MELIN, SHOULD BE ONE OF

       THE FIRST CONTACTS YOUR SPOUSE MAKES.  OUR OMBUDSMAN CAN ASSIST

       YOU WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE ABOUT THE SHIP,

        ARTICULARLY WHILE WE ARE AWAY FROM HOMEPORT.

    B. ALSO CALL THE NAVSTA PASCAGOULA FLEET AND FAMILY SUPPORT

       CENTER'S (FFSC) HOUSING OFFICE AT 228.761.2096.  THE FFSC

       PROVIDES THE BEST INFORMATION CONCERNING HOUSING IN THE AREA.

    C. THE KEESLER AFB HOUSING OFFICE, 228.377.9741, CAN PROVIDE

       ADDITIONAL RENTAL INFO FROM GULFPORT TO GAUTIER MS.

6.  IF YOU ARE SINGLE:

    A. E3 AND ABOVE CAN REQUEST A ROOM AT THE NAVSTA PASCAGOULA

       COMBINED BACHELORS QUARTERS ONCE YOU REPORT.

    B. E2 CAN EXPECT TO LIVE ONBOARD UNTIL EARNING TEMPORARY

       ENTITLEMENT TO THE CUTTERMAN'S INSIGNIA.

    C. E4 AND ABOVE CAN REQUEST BAH IN LIEU OF GOVT QUARTERS AND

       LIVE ASHORE.  CONTACT YN1 RIVA (UNIT YN) FOR MORE INFO.

7.  ADDITIONAL RELOCATION/HOUSING RESOURCES INCLUDE:

    A. ISC NEW ORLEANS HOUSING OFFICE, 504.942.4017/4020

    B. MOBILE AREA HOUSING OFFICER, YN1 JILL WEST, 251.441.6072.

    C. CG TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM MANAGER, MR. BOB CASALE,

       504.942.4059

    D. RELOCATIONS WEBSITES:

    HTTP://WWW.MOVEAGAIN.COM         HTTP://WWW.APARTMENTS.COM

    HTTP://WWW.MILITARYBYOWNER.COM   HTTP://WWW.APTSFORRENT.COM

    HTTP://WWW.STATESTATS.COM        HTTP://WWW.HARMONHOMES.COM

    HTTP://WWW.RENT.NET              HTTP://WWW.HOMES.COM

9.  AGAIN, CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ORDERS TO USCGC DECISIVE, AND

WELCOME ABOARD.  I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU WHEN YOU REPORT

ABOARD.

10.  CDR K.A. VANHORN, CO, SENDS.

BT
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