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UNIT NAME:  USCG VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICE HOUSTON/GALVESTON
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:


Commanding Officer
CG Vessel Traffic Service Houston / Galveston
9640 Clinton Drive
Houston, TX 77029-4328









COMMERCIAL PHONE #  
(713) 671-5166


FAX: (713) 671-5156

WEB SITE:  http://www.uscg.mil/d8/vts/houston-galveston/index.htm


E-MAIL:  vtshouwatchsup@esunola.uscg.mil

Unit’s MISSIONS:  VTS Houston / Galveston exists to increase the good order and predictability of the Houston Ship Channel, adjacent harbors, and connecting waterways. The VTS accomplishes this goal by collecting, analyzing, and disseminating information contributing to safe navigation. The VTS's mission is to facilitate safe, efficient waterborne commerce. Specifically, VTS works to prevent groundings, rammings, and collisions by sharing information and implementing appropriate traffic management measures.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: None. 

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  None.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Not applicable.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Not applicable.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Not applicable.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Not applicable.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  No special procedures. VTS Houston/Galveston is in operation twenty-four hours a day.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: Not applicable.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  02 CUBIC FEET (locker for personal gear in locker room).

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Tropical Blue Long.
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RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  None.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:  95F

WINTER:  62F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  Executive Officer
(713) 671-5166

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: 

With a population of over 4,000,000 in the greater Houston area, there is an abundance of opportunities for continuing education. As of November 2002, 103 universities, colleges, and vocational training centers were listed on the internet.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  Operations Specialists and one reservist electronics technician assigned.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: VTS Houston/Galveston is physically located in Galena Park, a suburb of Houston. From the base, it is approximately a fifteen minute drive to reach downtown Houston.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Other than the VTS, collocated with Marine Safety Office Houston, and Coast Guard Group Galveston, the nearest major military facility is Lackland Air Force Base approximately 213 miles west of Houston.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: The base has a small exchange. The nearest commissary and large exchange is at Lackland AFB.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: All denominations are represented.

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  Not applicable.

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER: The VTS area of responsibility encompasses the world’s largest petroleum-chemical port consisting of the fifty-four mile Houston Ship Channel, Galveston and Texas City harbors, and numerous bayous and waterways.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long with combination cap.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: Watch Supervisor.

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: None.
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MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  The MSO Galley serves breakfast and lunch 365 days a year. All members receive BAS.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  No.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:    $100.00 / month


(Not including comprehensive or collision insurance.)  SINGLE FEMALE:   $82.00/ month

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, but on a very limited, case-by-case basis. The housing office duties are contracted to Ms. Alberta Wrencher she can be reached at 281-499-6450.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  On the economy at their choice of any location. The average cost of a one-bedroom apartment is $450 -- $700 per month.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  Not required.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Varies in the metropolitan area.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  No.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: Very many in the metropolitan area.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $500—900 WITHOUT UTILITIES.

BAH RATE FOR AN E2 (2002):  E2:  $831.00

E3:  $831.00

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: Not applicable.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#  281-499-6450


FAX# None.
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WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  

a. Clearlake / Friendswood / NASA Area -- Located about half way between Houston and 

 Galveston.

b. Katy -- Located about 30 miles west of downtown Houston.

c. Kingwood -- Easily accessible to downtown Houston and the ship channel.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  $90/ MONTH

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Various civilian Tricare providers throughout the Houston metro area. 

GO TO SCHOOL:  Varies with personal choice in location of housing.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: Prime-Remote for active duty and dependents.

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? Yes.

