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UNIT NAME:  COAST GUARD COMMUNICATIONS AREA 

                      MASTER STATION PACIFIC (CAMSPAC)
CAMSPAC is located in Marin County, approximately 45 miles north of downtown San Francisco and 20 miles west of Petaluma.  CAMSPAC has a compliment of 120 officers and crew and is a combination of 3 separate sites.  The Receiver (RX) site is located within the Point Reyes National Seashore at 17000 Sir Francis Drake Blvd.  The site consists of an antenna field and 1 building which houses the Command Staff, Communications Center and the Electronics Shop.  The Facilities Engineering (FE) site is approximately 11 miles inland from the receiver site on Commodore Webster Drive in the town of Point Reyes Station.  The site consists of Facilities Engineering, Supply, the CG Dining Facility (CAMSPAC Corner Café), 36 townhouses, and an 18 person UPH.  The Transmitter (TX) site is located approximately 15 miles south of Point Reyes Station in the town of Bolinas.  The site consists of an antenna field and 1 building.  
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:  (Your Name)
                                                             U. S. Coast Guard CAMSPAC

                                                             17000 Sir Francis Drake Blvd

                                                              Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  **

** Upon assignment to housing, mail is to be delivered to home address only.

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (415) 669-2003

FAX (415) 669-2072

WEB SITE:
 www.uscg.mil/pacarea/camspac/menu.html




E-MAIL: fjennings@d11.uscg.mil

UNIT MISSION:  CAMSPAC processes and manages official message traffic and communications for the entire Pacific Area.

TYPICAL SA/SN & FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Assist DC, MK & EM Shop personnel as needed.  (i.e.  repairs, maintenance of equipment, grounds keeping)

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN:

After completing qualifications, member will stand a Duty Engineer watch for 7 days, about every 5 weeks. 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Report with orders in hand to CWO Vorhees at the Facilities Engineering site. CWO Vorhees or his representative will contact admin and your sponsor to arrange for him/her to meet with you to begin your check-in sheet.
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After hours contact the OOD/CWO at (415) 669-2047.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE IN CUBIC FEET:  For a single member living in a 3-bedroom UPH shared unit.  The total living area is approximately 1200 square feet.  Average area of the members’ bedroom is 135 square feet.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Ball cap and working blue uniform.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  Any other items needed, such as foul weather gear, coveralls, etc. will be issued upon arrival.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 


Average High
Average Low
Mean Average

SUMMER

93


52


63

WINTER

59


46


52

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE:  LT Rasico  (415) 669-2040

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:

Sonoma State University http://www.sonoma.edu/
(707) 664.2778 

College of Marin  http://www.marin.cc.ca.us/

Indian Valley Campus (415) 457-8811, ext. 7722

Kentfield Campus (415) 457-8811, ext 7722

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  DC, MK, EM, FS, TC, ET, TT, YN

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  PETALUMA, CA  or  NOVATO, CA  (Approximately 20 miles from CG Housing).

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:

TRACEN Petaluma, approximately 20 miles from CG Housing.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:

EXCHANGE – TRACEN PETALUMA, Petaluma, CA.

COMMISSARY – TRAVIS AFB, Fairfield, CA.
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RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  BAPTIST, BAPTIST-AMERICAN, BAPTIST-GARBC, BAPTIST MISSIONARY, BAPTIST-SOUTHERN,BUDDHIST, BUDDHIST-SOTO ZEN, CALVARY CHAPEL, ROMAN CATHLIC, Etc.

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY:  CAMSPAC processes and manages official message traffic and communications for the entire Pacific Area.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  You must report in SDB or Tropical Blue Long

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:

YN2 Frank Jennings, (415) 669-2004

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

Weapons

The command DOES NOT permit any weapons to be stored in the UPH.  Weapons may be kept in family housing, stored in a locked cabinet.  Discharging of any weapon is not permitted at any of the three sites or anywhere on CAMSPAC property.  Arrangements to store weapons at the TRACEN Petaluma Armory can be made by contacting ISC Alameda at (510) 437-3339.  Prior to bringing a weapon into California, you should become familiar with California’s laws on firearms.

Economy

Marin County is rated as one of the most expensive counties to live in.  Affordable housing is very scarce in the area immediately surrounding Point Reyes Station and most families look in Petaluma and beyond.  Gas prices range from $2.00 in Point Reyes Station to $1.65 in the outlying areas like Petaluma and Santa Rosa.  The state sales tax is 7.5% on non-food items.  There is no regular public transportation to Point Reyes Station.  You are strongly encouraged to plan your finances accordingly prior to reporting aboard.
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MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Messing is available and all enlisted members receive Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS).

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  The Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (Barracks) has been closed.  Some family housing units in Point Reyes Station Housing have been converted to Unaccompanied Personnel Housing for single personnel.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD: 

The State of California has an insurance website which allows you to comparison shop for insurance.  Use the link below for detailed information.

http://www.insurance.ca.gov/docs/FS-Looking.htm
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  Most likely Point Reyes Station UPH.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:

Yes, as soon as possible.  Contact CWO Vorhees at (415) 669-2110 for assistance with your housing assignment.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  There are several major banks in the area.  Here is a partial list.
Bank of America – http://www.bankofamerica.com or (415) 499-5151

Wells Fargo – www.wellsfargo.com or 1 (800) 225-5935

Bank of Petaluma – Point Reyes Station Branch or (415) 663-1713

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  SeaWest Federal Credit Union, TRACEN Petaluma, http://www.seawest.org or 800-732-9378
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IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:

HOW MANY STORES:

Northgate Mall – San Rafael
Medium size indoor shopping
mall

Santa Rosa Mall
Santa Rosa


large size indoor shopping mall

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:

                                                                          WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES

The average cost of a three bedroom / two bath apartment in the Petaluma, CA area is $1400.00 per month.  This does not include utilities. Electricity costs run high, as California has been experiencing an energy crisis. Here’s a web site with more information:

http://www.forrent.com

BAH RATE FOR AN E2
 AND E3

With Dependents


Without Dependents

E-2


$1193.00



$919.00 

E-3


$1193.00



$919.00 

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, there is housing available both in Point Reyes Station and Novato, CA.

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING ________
MONTHS

Will be handled on a case-by-case basis, depending on space available.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#  (415) 669-2110  FAX#  (415) 669-2133

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Most dependents live in Coast Guard Housing in either Point Reyes Station or Novato, CA.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  

The State of California has an insurance website which allows you to comparison shop for insurance.  Use the link below for detailed information.

http://www.insurance.ca.gov/docs/FS-Looking.htm
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WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  TRACEN Petaluma provides medical care to dependents on TRICARE STANDARD.

Tricare Prime is available in the Point Reyes Area.  Go to the below website, (use Commodore Webster Drive, Point Reyes Station, CA 94956 as your address).  There is a menu on the website that will help you find a doctor for your family.  Upon reporting you will be in TRICARE Golden Gate (Region 10) 

http://www.tricare.osd.mil/provider_directory.html

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL: 

Shoreline School District

Grades K-8 

West Marin Elementary School

PO Box 300

Point Reyes Station,CA 94956  (415) 663-1014

The school is just over the hill from housing units.  Children usually walk to and from school.  To accommodate any possible overflow from primary grades K-3, some children are bused to the elementary school in Inverness, CA.

Grades 9-12

Tomales High School

PO Box 198

Tomales, CA 94971  (707) 878-2286

The school is a 30 – minute bus ride from housing.  Bus service is provided both ways with an additional late afternoon bus for after school sports and activities.  Shoreline School District offices are closed for the month of July.  School usually resumes around Labor Day.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL

STANDARD/ PRIME /EXTRA

Tricare Prime is available in the Point Reyes Station Area.  Go to this website for details.

http://www.tricare.osd.mil/
IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?

Contact CWO Vorhees at (415) 669-2110, and determine how long it will be before housing is available.  Marin County is a HIGH COST AREA, and affordable housing may be hard to find.
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HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

As a seaman at CAMSPAC, Pt Reyes, CA, life is simple.  The workday starts at 0700 and ends at 1530, Monday through Thursday.  On Friday, the work schedule is from 0700 to 1100.  Non-rates do not stand any duty, unless you’re senior.  As a non-rate I work with Facilities Engineering, which consists of a Chief Warrant Officer, two MK’s, two DC’s, two EM’s.

FE’s primary purpose is to maintain or improve the facilities on base.  The housing site (FE), receiver site (RX), and the transmitter site (TX) are the facilities we maintain.  As a non-rate I assist any of the Petty Officers on any given job.  For example:  one day I can help out the DC1 put in a new kitchen sink in housing, the next day I can help the EM3 put in new light fixtures at the receiver site (RX), the day after that I can assist the MK3 in repairing a lawn mower engine.  Any given job at any given time I’m usually there to help.  If I have enough knowledge to do a job, I’ll do it myself.  Depending on the number of non-rates available, mess cooking is a duty as well.  If there are five non-rates, you’ll work in the galley one month out of every five months helping the cooks.  The mess cook work schedule follows the same as facilities engineering (FE), except on Fridays, which are usually full workdays.  As a mess cook you make up salads and desserts for lunch and dinner meals, deliver lunch to the receiver site (RX), and clean up the galley at the end of the day.

If you are single you’ll live in a townhouse usually with two other single personnel, and you will have your own bedroom.  If you’re married you’ll have your own three or four bedroom town house for you and your family.  The housing site has a galley, basketball court, tennis court, spa, (which will soon become a swimming pool), and a small exchange.  The town of Point Reyes Station itself is very small, but has everything you need to survive.  There’s a small grocery store, barber shop, hardware store, video rental store, small library, a bar, and a couple of other shops and restaurants.  The closest bigger towns are Novato and Petaluma, which are about 20-25 minutes away.  San Francisco is the closest major U. S. city, which is about an hour away depending on traffic.

I hope this summary is found informative to those of you who read it.  Many people have their own opinions and experiences of this unit. Mine for the most part have been good.  If you ever find yourself being transferred to Communications Area Master Station Pacific, please enjoy your tour.

Anthony Macias, SN, USCG 11/14/2001.

R 031547Z JAN 03 ZUI ASN-PCC003000163 ZYB

FM COGARD CAMSPAC PT REYES CA

TO COGARD TRACEN CAPE MAY NJ//T//

INFO COGARD TRACEN PETALUMA CA//PERSRU//

BT

UNCLAS //N01326//

SUBJ:  FA xxxxxxxxxxxxx, USCG

1. WELCOME ABOARD COMMUNICATIONS AREA MASTER STATION PACIFIC

(CAMSPAC)! YOUR SPONSOR WILL BE xxxxxxxxxx AND CAN BE CONTACTED AT (415) 669-2110.  HE WILL ASSIST YOU IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE TO MAKE YOUR TRANSFER A SMOOTH ONE.  WHEN YOU TALK TO YOUR SPONSOR, PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR MARITAL STATUS.  IF FOR ANY REASON YOU ARE UNABLE TO CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR, PLEASE CONTACT YN2 FRANK JENNINGS AT (415) 669-2004. THE BEST TIME TO CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR IS 1200-1700 EASTERN STANDARD TIME.

2. LOCATION: CAMSPAC IS LOCATED IN MARIN COUNTY, APPROXIMATELY 45 MILES NORTH OF DOWNTOWN SAN FRANCISCO AND 20 MILES WEST OF PETALUMA.  OUR WEBSITE IS WWW.USCG.MIL/PACAREA/CAMSPAC/MENU.HTML.

CAMSPAC HAS A COMPLIMENT OF 120 OFFICERS AND CREW AND IS A

COMBINATION OF 3 SEPARATE SITES.  THE RECEIVER SITE (RX) IS LOCATED WITHIN THE POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE AT 17000 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE BLVD.  THE SITE CONSISTS OF AN ANTENNA FIELD AND 2 BUILDINGS WHICH HOUSE THE COMMAND STAFF, COMMUNICATIONS CENTER AND ELECTRONICS SHOP.  THE FACILITIES ENGINEERING SITE (FE) IS APPROXIMATELY 11 MILES INLAND FROM THE RECEIVER SITE ON COMMODORE WEBSTER DRIVE, IN THE TOWN OF POINT REYES STATION.  THE SITE CONSISTS OF FACILITIES

ENGINEERING, SUPPLY, THE CG DINING FACILITY, 36 TOWNHOUSES, AND AN 18 PERSON UPH.  THE TRANSMITTER SITE (TX) IS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 15 MILES SOUTH OF POINT REYES STATION IN THE TOWN OF BOLINAS.  THE SITE CONSISTS OF AN ANTENNA FIELD AND 1 BUILDING.

3. PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING ABOARD: YOU MUST REPORT IN TROPICAL BLUE LONG TO THE FACILITIES ENGINEERING SITE (FE) WITH ORDERS IN HAND TO CWO VORHEES.  CWO VORHEES OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE WILL CONTACT ADMIN AND YOUR SPONSOR TO ARRANGE FOR HIM/HER TO MEET YOU TO BEGIN YOUR CHECK-IN SHEET.  IF YOU REPORT AFTER HOURS CALL THE OOD/CWO AT (415) 669-2047.

4. WORK LIFE STAFF: THE ISC ALAMEDA RELOCATION ASSISTANCE MANAGER WILL PROVIDE A WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE WITH RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO ASSIST YOU IN RELOCATING.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR DO NOT RECEIVE THE PACKAGE, YOU MAY CONTACT CJ JOHNSON (510) 437-5922.

5. OMBUDSMAN: THE OMBUDSMAN FOR CAMSPAC IS MRS. MICHELLE PETIE, (415) 731-0561 (CAMSPAC@MSN.COM).THE OMBUDSMAN IS THE POINT OF CONTACT BETWEEN THE CAMSPAC AND THE DEPENDENT FAMILY MEMBERS.  MICHELLE IS MORE THAN WILLING TO ASSIST YOU.

6. OUR MAILING ADDRESS:

COMMANDING OFFICER

U. S. COAST GUARD

COMMUNICATIONS AREA MASTER STATION PACIFIC

17000 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE BLVD

POINT REYES STATION, CA 94956

PERSONAL MAIL WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED AT CAMSPAC FOR THE FIRST 60 DAYS FROM REPORTING.  UPON ASSIGNMENT TO QUARTERS, MEMBERS SHOULD CHANGE THEIR MAILING ADDRESS TO THEIR HOME ADDRESS FOR PERSONAL MAIL.

7. I AM CONFIDENT YOU WILL FIND YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT BOTH

CHALLENGING AND REWARDING.  I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU

PERSONALLY, AND TO YOUR HELP IN MAKING CAMSPAC THE PREMIER COMMS SERVICE PROVIDER FOR OUR CUSTOMERS.

CDR PETE MARSH, CO, SENDS.

BT

