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UNIT NAME:  Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
[Member’s Name]







USCG Air Station







1175 Airport Access Rd.







Traverse City, MI 49686


COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (Opcen): (231) 922-8211; Deck Force: (231) 922-8264

FAX #  (Opcen): (231) 922-8213 

WEB SITE: www.uscg.mil/d9/astc/ASTC.html

UNIT’s MISSIONS AND AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY:  The Air Station operates 5 HH-65B helicopters in support of Search and Rescue, Homeland Security, Environmental Protection, Ice Patrols, Law Enforcement and Aids to Navigation in Lake Michigan, Lake Superior and Northern Lake Huron.

TYPICAL SA/SN/ FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Assigned to Public Works Department to support maintenance of buildings and grounds on base.  Includes extensive snow plowing, landscaping, and facilities upkeep and repairs.  Also expect assignment to the Galley for mess cook duty, as well as gate guard and security patrol duty.

AREA INFORMATION: Traverse City has about 16,000 residents and is a popular resort location.  Considered a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts, the area offers plentiful opportunities for snow sports, boating, fishing, camping, hiking, hunting, and mountain biking, while also providing all the modern amenities and many entertainment and dining venues. 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 
SUMMER:  68F

WINTER: 20F

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  If reporting after 1600, follow procedures posted on telephone outside base gate.  Notify OOD that you are new and reporting aboard.  The OOD will remotely open gate and provide instructions for check-in.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN:  Working Blue or Operational Dress Uniform (ODU).

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE # (231) 922-8278

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Unlimited continuing education opportunities available through distance learning or state colleges/university branches at local college.  Duty schedule for non-rates typically permit taking college courses throughout the year.  See Educational Services Officer for specific details.
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RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, EM, DC, HS, AMT, AET, AST, YN, SK, FS, OS and IT.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Lansing – 180 miles

                                                                                 Detroit – 250 miles

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Detroit – 250 miles.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  Small Coast Guard Exchange on base.  Large exchange and commissary at Selfridge ANG Base in Detroit.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  All common denominations are represented.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Tropical Blue Long.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  OOD at (231) 922-8212

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Additional websites:


www.tcchamber.org   (Chamber of Commerce)


www.tcaps.net    (School District)


www.record-eagle.com   (Newspaper)


www.taar.com    (Home Listings)


www.nmc.com   (NW Michigan College)

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  No government quarters available.  Limited short-term berthing is usually available in Smith Hall.  

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  In a private apartment in the local community.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  Not required.
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MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS (Continued)

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  There are numerous banking options in the area.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  There are several local credit unions; however, there is no Coast Guard credit union.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Yes (2).

HOW MANY STORES:  Numerous.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $614.00 WITHOUT UTILITIES

BAH RATE FOR AN E2:  $830.00

E3:  $830.00

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# (231) 922-8265
FAX# (231) 922-8267

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  In the local community.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Dependents may be seen on a “space available” basis at the Coast Guard medical facility.  If not available, they may be seen at any local medical facility using Tricare Standard if paying deductible and cost-share amounts.  You may also receive care from 2 health care providers using Tricare Prime.  Further information is available through the Health Benefits Advisor at (231) 922-8281.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL:  Most dependents utilize the Traverse City Area Public Schools system.  There are also several private schools to choose from.

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? This depends on your particular situation.  Because of the tourist season, lodging costs increase during the summer, and finding any lodging at all can be difficult during July.  It is recommended that you contact your sponsor as soon as possible to help determine your best course of action, and have funding to defer the cost of lodging while searching for housing.  

