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Secrotary of Stale Willlam Seward -- the man who bought Alaska
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Lighthouses are often thowght of as towaers of myaticque and romantic
charm, isolated at the foot of storm-tossed waves beating upon the rocky
ehore. In Alaska, iselation and lighthouses seem synonymous. None of
the light stations in Alpska can be reached by car. Most are only sasily
meeopaible by helicopter - wenther parmitting. Thaupgh the lomely senti-
nels of the sea no longer house lighthouss keepers, the Const Cuard
maintaing the responsibility for the lipht's upkeap.

"Const Guard Lighthouses And ather aids bo navigation in Alnskan
History” was ariginally published in 18974 by the state of Alaska as, “Alds
to Mavigation in Alaska History." This third edition of the publication
continues e provide an overview of the evelution of one missien of the
Coast Guard in Aluske.

Dua to the freguent reguests for infermation coneerning Const Gunred
lighthouses in Alnska, the public affairs affice of the Seventeenth Const
Guard District was grantod pormission to update and reprint this book

by the Office of Statewide Cultural Programs, Alaska Division of Parks,
the ngency which originally prepared the text.

Unleas noted, all photographs contained in this bosk were provided
by the U.S. Coast Gaard. Anyone with comments mnn-nrin'- this P'uljli-
eation, should contact the Const Guard public afTairs office by writing:

Communder {dpa)

Seventeanth Coant Guard District
P.O. Box 28517

Junean, AK PRNZ.5517

The Sevenleenth District dedicates the publishing of "Lighthouses
And other nids Lo novigation in Alaskan History” to these lighthouse
keepers und their families who diligently watched over the lights
through the years. Wao hope this publication is enjoyable to you and
increnses your historieal porepective of the Coast Guard and its farerun-
ner, the 1.8, Lighthouss Service, and their contributions to the state of
Alnskn.

Ed Maoreth
Chief Public AfMairs Specialisi
.8 Coast Guard

Lighthouses And other alds o navigation in Alaska History
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Coast Guard
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And other aids to
navigation in Alaska History

Third Edition

Crriginally prepared by Principal Investigator;
CHTiee of Statewides . M. Braown

Cultural Programs Hesearch Asistant
Alagka Divigion of Parks
Department of Natural Hesouroos

William A Sachock
State Historie Proservation Dificor

This study was originally funded with the nssistance of a matching grant from the Department of the
Interior, Hational IPark Service, under provisions of the National Preservation Act of 1966, The
publicalion was revised and redesigned by the Seventeenth Const Guard Distriel publie alfairs offics,

HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

This decument has boon reviewsd and ils recommondations fownd Lo ba in accard with the philoas-
phy and poliey of the statewide historie preservation plan.

Jim L. Bridges Howard Rock
Architect Historian

Willam K. Cashen Amos Wallace
Historian Historian

Rohert A, Frodoerick Haren Weod Workman
Historian State Archasolagial

Willinm A Sacheck
State Historie Preservation Officer
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INTRODUCTION

ow, when and why the United States government penetrated the Alnska frontier is a
subject about which few historians are in agreement. Ernest Gruening and Clarence Andrews, for
example, tend to condemn Washington of willful neglipence, of preferring private enberprise to
develop the land before moking o substantial invesiment. On the opposite pole is another, more
recent interpretation, held by Morgan Sherwood and Ted Hinckley, who argue that Washington's
penetration of frontier Alaska occurred along peneral patterns defined by other American frontier
experiences, that there was no conscious design to ignore Alaska's needs, that in fact the historical
role of the federal government in Alaska is a remarkable story of success, Whether the historical
debate will ever be settled is a difficult question. IFthere is a lesson to be learned from the experi-
ences of historians in other nations, particularly England, where the historical problem of social
penetration and integration has commanded much attention, a great deal more specialized research
i& needed before the gleams of a reliable answer will appear,

The first part of this study was written in light of that need. It describes briefly the activities of
one federal institution in Alaska during the years 1867 to 1940, that is, since the purchase of Alaska
to World War 11, Until Warld War II proved the necessity of airfields and the Alaska-Canada High-
way, the "liquid highway™ was the primary mode of transportation between the continental United
States and Alaska. The services of the Board of Lighthouses (later the Bureau of Lighthouses) were
important factors in Alagka’s cconomic development. For it was the board's responsibility to ensure
the safety of marine traffic in Alaska with buovs, daymarks, post lights, light stations and other
navigational aids. When and how the Light House Board, or its successor, lessened the danger to
ships making their way along Alaska’s coasts is an index to the degree to which the federal povern-
ment, in general, penetrated the Alaska frontier, That it is only an index needs restatement, for
some federal agencies are conceivably more active than others.

The second part of this study presents historical summaries, architectural descriptions, and pho-
tographs of 16light stations (lighthouses with resident keepers) in Alagka which may be eligible for
entry on The National Register of Historic Places. Each of these light stations, all of which are naw
unmanned, are significant in Alaska history for a variely of reasons, Many were constructed to meet
the requirements of Alaska's rising commerce shortly after the Klondike Gold Rush of 1897/98; they
are therefore physical testaments of an important event in Alaska history. Several of the more
recent light stations are physical evidences of that time when the bulk of Alaska's commerce shifted
from Southeast to Southeentral Alaska, And, of course, some light stations are monuments to
farmous ship disasters, OF all mids to navigation, light stations were the most expensive to construct
and maintain, The fact that th oy Wers establizhed and continued Lo function until the 19605 roflects
the importance with which they were held by commereial interests and the federal povernment.

Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History
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TABLE 1
Mumber of Adds ta MNavigoation in Alasha, 18040 1T840
LED 184056 1o

Lights 0 1 i
Fopr Signals LA i L
Buows =7 - &7

Dayvimorks 15 26 =5

1EE

Lights ZE0
Fopr Signals 13
Huaoys

Draymnrksa : =2 E |

Ruadio Beacons o L1 =3

*Figure inclhades 311 minor lights, 13 light stations, and 26
lighted buoys.

e pure includes 387 minoer lights, 14 light stations, and 56
Lighted buoays.

Lighlhouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History
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Part |
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n the early vears of the United States, mids to navigation were established and main.
tained by colonial and state povernments. Respensibility was placed on the national level with the or-
ganization of the Treasury Dopartment in the late 17805,

Due to the inereasing work, the Fifth Awditer wae moado Buperintendent of the Lighthouss
Establishment in 1820, Custom officials performed field supervisory duties, such as inspeching
lighthouse sites, appointing persons to tend lights, ote.

Another major administrative reorganization was made in 1852 with the creation of the Lighthouse
Bourd within the Treasury Department. Twelve Lighthouse Districts were formed, each with a District
Engineer nnd DMstriel Inspector

By decentralizing the administration of the board to the local level, the Act of 1552 essentinlly
stimulated the prowth of a system of aids to navigation throughout the United States. The board scan
established a reputation as an effective nnd aggressive organization, Thus, by the 1850s, numerous aids
to navigation were located along the ceasts of Californin, Oregon and Washington Territary, all of which
fell under American rule in the late 18405,

When, onJduly 27, 1868, the "customs, com-
merce and anvigation” lnwsof tho United States
were applied to Alaska, the board faced the for-
midable prospect afl establishing a systam of
midds Lo navigation 0 the new territory with a
coastline greater in distanes thaon all of the
contiguous states, Perhaps anticipating the
task, Alaska was later included in the Thir-
teenth Lighthouse Lhitrct with Oregon and
Washington Territory.

Mot long after the purchase of Alaskn, 1n
January 1869, the Senate determined to review
the safety of Pacific Northwest coasts, requiring
the |.I:I'I'!h-idl."ll1. “to dhetail an officer to select from
the public lands sueh permanant p-n-in!ﬁ L
the const of Oregon, Washington Territory, and
Alaska, asin his judgment may be necessary for
lighthouse purpoeses, ln view of the future com-
mercial necessity of the Pacifie consts, nnd ta
reserve the same for exelusive use of the United
Etntes.” (U5, Senate 1563 1)

Crnemonth lnter, President Andrew Johnsan
submittod a report propared by assistant George
Davidson, of the Const Survey. Davidsan was in

Gas can from lighthousa.

Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History
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