JOHN ALOIS NOVAK (1902-1966)

John was born in Chicago, lllinois in April 1902 to Louis and Bozena (nee Capek) Novak. He apprenticed as a
printer in his father’s St. Louis, Missouri print shop where he worked until the Great Depression of the 1930’s
drove his father out of business. John then landed a position as police officer for the City of St. Louis. During
this period, he married Anastasia (Stella) Trantina. In May 1938, a son, Allan Louis, was born to the couple.
When the United States entered World War Il in 1941, John was approaching 40 years of age yet was
determined to enlist in the military. (As an aside, it is interesting to note that John had tried previously to

serve in the military during World War | in 1917. His was a fraudulent enlistment as he was only 15 years old




at the time. Consequently, the Missouri Home Guard discharged him once his true age was realized.) John
chose the Coast Guard as his branch and served at a variety of stateside locations before arriving at Daytona
Naval Air Station in Florida. Then, in 1945 John, now a Chief Petty Officer, was alerted for overseas
assignment. Not knowing how much longer the war would last, John’s wife and son went by train to spend a
week or so with him prior to this departure. The three took in the sights while staying at a rental room in a
private home in town. Not long after this reunion, the Allies triumphed in Europe and shortly thereafter, also
in the Pacific. John had applied for an appointment as a Coast Guard Officer. His appointment as Lieutenant,
Junior Grade coincided with a release from active duty. John elected to return to civilian life and his family in
St. Louis where he rejoined the Police Department staying for 30 years and retiring in 1960. John died in 1966,
and both he and his wife Stella’s remains are interred at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery outside of St.
Louis, Missouri.

Allan L. Novak, Son
Louis E. Novak, Grandson KP ‘89

Names found on “US Coast Guard Detachment Naval Air Station, Daytona Beach, Florida” document (circa 1942-44):

Geo W. Andrews
James H. Dewey
Royce L. Hope
Walter J. Hebert, Jr.
Bob H. Payne
Earnest M. Uhey
Sam Spiando

AJ Marthla

Gerald Gilaner
William M. Jones
JH Maseolo
Howard E. Harlowe
Jack H. Lawrence

John R. Leinen “Clown”

James J. Rubinate

George N. Miller
Merle W. Schuster
Eugene L. Williams
Don Davidson
Harvey Delaynes
Marvin L. Hajeuga
Lenny Andrews
Herbert Knapp
Gilbert C. Bates
Richard O. Mercer
Joe Arnitt

LF Williams
Tommie Dean
Henry S. Mielnik

James P. Powell Jr.



