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Jose Luis “Joe” Rodriguez was a pioneering Hispanic-American Coast 
Guardsman.  He graduated from the Coast Guard’s Rescue Swimmer Program 
in 1987 as Rescue Swimmer #82. He is the first known rescue swimmer of 
Hispanic-American heritage and he went on to become an instructor in the 
program.  

Rodriguez established a number of other “firsts” for Hispanic-Americans in the 
Coast Guard during his distinguished career.  Rodriguez was the first Hispanic to 
command a TACLET when he took command of TACLET South, 1996-1998.  He 
was also the first Coast Guardsman to command a U.S. Marine Corps unit when 
took command of the Riverine Training Center, Special Operations Training 
Group, II MEF at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina in July 1999.  He was the first 
Hispanic-American Coast Guardsman to earn his Gold Navy/Marine Corps jump 
wings while in the Coast Guard and assigned to a Jump Billet (USMC Majors 
Billet at Special Operations Training Group II MEF).  He earned his wings that 
same year.  He also became the first commanding officer of one of the two 
MSSTs ever commissioned in the Coast Guard: MSST 91102.  A press release 
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issued at the time of the unit’s commissioning on 14 August 2002 described the 
unit, its mission, and quoted its new commanding officer: 

The Coast Guard’s newest weapon against terrorism will be commissioned in 
a formal ceremony 9:30 a.m. Friday at Coast Guard Training Center 
Yorktown, Va. Representative Jo Ann Davis (R-VA) will be the guest speaker 
for the commissioning ceremony. Atlantic Area Commander Vice Adm. 
James Hull will be the presiding official. Maritime Safety and Security Team 
(MSST) 91102, the second of six Coast Guard anti-terrorism/force protection 
teams to be established as a direct result of the Sept. 11 attacks, will be 
commissioned after completing an intensive four-week initial training course 
at Camp Lejeune, N.C., which culminated in a 36-hour exercise in the port of 
Wilmington, N.C., last month. The team received training in advanced boat 
tactics and maneuvers, use of lethal and non-lethal weapons and advanced 
law enforcement tactics. “These are specially trained teams that will provide 
an additional layer of protection within U.S. ports and waterways,” said Lt. 
Cmdr. Joe Rodriguez, commanding officer of the team. The domestic, mobile 
MSST, modeled after pre-existing Coast Guard Port Security Units and Law 
Enforcement Detachments, will be established regionally in Hampton Roads 
to respond to terrorist threats or incidents in ports and waterways throughout 
the country. “MSSTs are just one element of our layered defense posture in 
our ports, all of which have taken significant steps since Sept. 11 to detect, 
deter and prevent terrorism,” said Rodriguez. MSSTs are another important 
tool, along with better intelligence, new regulations, security patrols and 
better partnerships with the Department of Defense, other law enforcement 
agencies and the maritime industry to enhance the Coast Guard’s homeland 
security efforts. The MSST will deploy in support of national events such as 
OpSail, the Olympics or storm recovery operations. The will also be used to 
protect military load-outs, enforce security zones, defend critical waterside 
facilities in strategic ports, interdict illegal activities and provide a modest 
level of shore-side force protection. 

Rodriguez retired from the service as a lieutenant commander in 2006. 
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