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CCiLIODORE JOHN ELLIOT WHITBECK, USCG

Commodore John Elliot hitbeck, United States Coast Guard, was born_,
16 Sedtember, 1891 in New York City, the son of the late John ! Jalter and
Fugenie Latour whitbeck. He received his early education in the New York
public schonls, graduating from Mars High School in 1910. Appointed a cadet
in the U. 3. Coast Guard on 30 April, 1910, he received a comm1551on as an
ensign 7 June, 1913, : -

! From -June, 1913 to October, 1915 he served on board the Coast Guard
cutters ITASCA and aLGONQUIN, returning to the ITASCA for a year of engineer—
ing duty. During the spring and summer of 1916 he was on the MCORRILL operat—
ing on the Great Lakes.

In December, 1916 he was assigned to engineering duty on the MOHAWE and
in February, 1917 became junior engineering officer of that vessel., OShe was
sunk 1 October, 1918 and in December of that year Commodore Whitbeck was as—
signed as Supervisor of anchorages in New York where he remained for two
years, He was awarded the Victory tedal without clasp for his participation
in World War I.

In October, 1920 he was assigned to the ALGONQUIN for pering Sea Patrol,
He left this vessel in lLiay, 1921 to serve on the SNOHOJISH and then returned
to the aALGONCUIN in Cctober, 1921,

From Novemper 1922 to Qctober 1923 he served on board the cutter GRESHaM
and for the next three years was conmanding officer of the Coast Guard cutter
COuiaNCHE , lzaving to take command of the Coast Guard Destroyer WCCALL.

Detached from the MCCALL in November, 1927 he reperted at the Coast
Guard Depot, Curtis Bay, ilaryland and left that duty to take command of the
Coast Guard Destroyer ERICSSON in September, 1930.

He was attached to the New York Division for a short time and in .iay,
1932 was placed in command of the Destroyer TUCKZR. ¥While in command of this
vessel in 1933 he was commended for rescuing and transporting survivors of
the U. 5. Navy Dirigible AKRON.

From ay, 1933 to :arch, 1936 he served as commanding officer of the
Coast Guard cutters, ~CUSHNET, SNCHO:ISH and REL. VING and for the following
three years was in command of Bass Four, New London, Conn. From liovember,
1939 to September, 1941 he served as commanding Ufficer of the cutter .{0OJAVE,
leaving that assignment to become Southern Inspector, New Jrleans, La,

In August, 1942 he was Senior Officer of the Coast Guard Base at Key
lsgst, Florida, served as District Captain of the Port at #iami, Fla., and then
was designated District Coast Guard Officer of the 7th Naval District with
headquarters at iiami, where he now serves, In March, 1944 the Naval Comman-
dant of that district assigned him as Commander, Inshore Patrol for that dis-
trict,




after receiving 3 commission 2s an ensign.on 7 June,-1913, he was pro-
moted in.rank.as follows: lisutsnsat (jg) 7 Juns, 1918; liadtenant; 12 Jan—
waky; 1923 lisuténsnt cemmdnder, 21 spril, 1924; commander, TSatober, 1935;

captain, 1 Ducember, 1241 and commodorz in July, 1945.

Commodore whitbeck married aline Graham of ‘iashington, D, C., 9 Juns,
1915 at Richmond, Va, They have & son John Graham Lhitbeck,. age 25, and a
daught er Jean Latour Pettingill (.irs, ., L. Pettingill) age: 23, The ~hitbecks

meke thedr boma at 32357 Hiviers; CorsliGablss; fla.

Cominodore Whitbeck is a member of aFald, Propeliar Club ahd'Jilitary Order
of thg Viepld Wars; o

dJuly, 1945




