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VI CE ADMIHAL ELLIS L. PERRY, USCG 

VICE COMMANDANT 

U.S. COAST GUARD 

Ellis Lee Perry was born on Septe1nbt•r 29. 19 19, ot La\\renceburg, T enn.. 
where ht• \\US g r,1du:;itl'd £ro 1n Lt" n.·nce Count)' lligh School in 1937. 

He " 'as graduated rron1 the U.S. Coa:-t C unrd At atlern), J\f\\' London. 
C'.01111.. wilh :;i R.S. 0 1·grc«;> and with a commi"'"'ion of lnsign on IJt-cernber 191 

19 il , a re\\ tla)!'t a fter 1ht· hon1bi11g 0£ Pearl ll.1rl>or. 
tlis fir,.t 3"-"ignrurnt \\'a~ to oon1bat duty a~ Cunnery Ofiict"r on boord th<' 

LlSCCC: BIBB on OOn\·oy Cl-<'ort dut) in 1111: \orth Atln111ic unl il Fc·hruary 
19 1~. which \\ US rolJO\\ed b) duty frl th<' c:oa~ Cuard·rnann<.-d troop trans­
po rt USS \'\: ' ,.\KEFI CLD on tril'" to tht> Europt:·:u1 T heatre or Op(•ration.. 
until Augu...t or that ) <·ar. J)urittj.; the· n·rnaindrr or \~ 'orld \~ ·ar II , ht• Wll 'I. • 

a StUdl•Jlt a t the ?\las:-.athu..ett ;;i; fo..titutC' or ·rt"choolog), Can)bridge. ) ta_... \\
1 ht>re hr rt>ceivcd an S.\f. Dc•p;rtt inQ., 

\la\ al Con....1ruc1ion and Enginte ri ng in S<-pte1nbrr or L9 J6. 
Jle next \\'aJ. assigned to eu~ilh·ering dut) on board the lTSCCC PO:"\TCII1\RTRAJ1\", opc·rnlin~ oul of IJ.cr..ton. 

\1"!'o.."·· on 10C.',1rch and re~uc· and oct.an '-ta lion p;.1t rol. In February 19 17, he• h('t.tune• F.n{'.?int't't ()fficl·r in the C:utt(·f 
}IE.'XDOTA, bas"d a l W'i l min~ton. ~.C. 

fro111 July J9l8 to Jun<' l952. ht' ~·r\('cl .1~ \ 1a\al Arrl1i1t•(·I iu the· )h·rchant ) larine ·rt·chnical Oi\·i-.ion at 
Co~t Cuard ileadc1uo rter~. \\'n...hi11~lo11. ll.C:. 'l'hat \\aci. fo llo\\C'd b) t\\·o ) t'nr-. nf duty "" Shipbuiltlin~ a ncl I(,.. 

pair Supcrinlendent at the (:Oa...t Guard 'i a rel, <..:urtis Bar. \Id. In ' Id )" 19;> l, lie· .t-..-;uu1l·el t-01n1nuncl of th<' C:oac;l 
(;ua rcl Fic•lcl Te"·li11g tind Ot·\ t•lop1111•nl l 'nil a t the• "Yanl ancl rt•1uaint~d in that po~t £or one yt•ar. 

FroJn August 1955 to SC"pte 1nlx·r 195i. ht C('lmrnanflC"d thr l rSCCf. RFR J'\C STBAr l' 011 o('('an ~1a1ion pa trol 
.uul l-oi'art l1 :incl fl'l-(' \IC' in Iii<-· Parific out or llonolulu. Ht" lhC'u rt•lunu·d to lfe.adquarter-;. lo !-C'r\t' fir..1 .... Chit{. 
Shipbuildiog and _\laintenauce Hrauch, auc.I thfn a~ A.;,,,«i..1ant Chi<-•£. \ a\al F11~int'<'ri 11g l)i, i.;.ion, frorn C)r tohrr 19fi0 
lo \l,1y 1961. 1\1 that ti lll(.' he t ra nc;f(_·rred to lhC' f'ir::-t r.o.a..l Guard Oi..trit·t offici· a l n~ton ,~1 11 ·n· hf' tlr-.t !-oi'r\ c•cl 
O.Jo> \.hi1•f, V::l\al F.ngint•c•rin~ Bra11cl1 u111il J 11nt• 196l. and then as Chief. £ngin1'('ri11~ l)i\i.;.ion for <l )t·Jr. \h•an· 
while. he had r isen to rank of Cap1ain . 

Fron1 Au~u,';t 1965 to Jul> 1968. he ~r,·ed n... llC'.;.ld, D('par11ncn1 of Applirfl ~<·i(·nt1• and Engincc·ring at thr 
U.S. Coa"t Gua rd J-\ r,1elrn1). fir tht·n rC'tur11N:I fo r a thirfl tour or clul)' a.t Coo...1 (;uarcl llradquartf'r-.., ..t·r\inp: li r4 
as Chier, Plonniu~ ancl F., aluat ion Stall until OeC('n1b,·r 1968. \\·hen he \\ as <l<....ign~lt·d Atti11;r Chi1·L ()ffir<' or 
l{esea rch and l)e,·elop1nent. For that ~rr\ icr ht> \\'a" awurd<-·d thP Goud Cuor,/ Co11unendatiorr 1lcdal in 19(1(), 

Jn June 1969. he a.~utued conuuand or thC' Coa'-1 Guard Ya rd. hi" <i('co11cl tour of tlut, there. 
By 11o rn i1101ion 0£ the.· Pr~ic.ll·n1 on Januor} 2:>. 1970, and appro,al of tlu· ~1·n,11r, (:.Uptai11 Pt·rr> wa' appointr<I 

as pt~ 1·n1ant•nl H~ar Acl1nirol to rank rroru Junt• fl. 1970. \'' itl1 tl1.1t pnuuolion ht• .:......un1ed the po-.1 of Chic·£. (>ffi,.,. 
0£ r•crsouncJ at Jleodqunrlc•r::.-. in July. 

In April 1971. Hear Ad111irnl Prrry \\ a" nanu'tl C:hief or Sta.IT or thl· U.S. Coa't Guard. For hi-. ioer' ic1· i11 
that p oio:I lie \\' O" n\\onlc•tl the l ef{iou of .ll erit. 
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In Ju111· 1973. he transferred to '\(' \\ Orh·an~ It) ht•1·c1nlt• f.onnnundl·r of tht' 8th f.oa..,t (;uord l)i11trit t "hich 
inrludt·<1. 1111· Culr ~lah:". 

On Frlnu::i.ry l. 197 1. H(•ttr ·\drni ral P(·rry "'"" nurni11utt•d hy lhe Pre!ident to ~ucce;•d \ 'if'1' Acl111irn1 'T'ho1na" 
R ~otrp-1•111 II I, l ~CC. A$ \ice <:onnnaudJul tir lht· l ~. (A>a,t Guard on July l. 197-l. ·\ u1orn'11iralh. '~ ldlr aoi· 
..u.-uin~ that po ..t. P('rr~ \\ &~ promolf'd to th" thn·••· ..lnr ranl nr \.itf' \ dmiraJ. In Januar, 1977, \ 1\l) \I Perr\ 
tf'4·f·i\1-.i the f'ood Guard DidinJ{ui.1hrJ .'irr1i('t' 1frd11/ anti tl.1· "•iccrelary of TrQllJport-01i1•n"_, Ou111on1lin~ lcliir1r· 
mrnl Jlfl'Ord (or hi., ach.ie\e1Ylenb b \ j('t> Commancl.snl. 

follo~in, ~ .. a l"t~unu• of \'AD\t J>t'l"r\'., •1•poi11Hnrut"' 1fl ranl Cadrl. \u,u~ 5, 1938: l n•iJ!n. llt'('t'rnl'("I" 
19. 	 1911; Llru1«na111 1j~1. OctOO.r l. 1912: (.j,·u1<·1•1111 , \la, 15, 19.13: Li<ul. Commandrr, 0.1e>l•·r 3, 1915: 
( 'ommanclrr. 	Frhl"ual"} 1. 1956: C.ptain. \l•rrh I. 19<l.1: Hear .\Jmiral. Junl" 5. 1970: \ ir•· \clmiral. Juh I. 197l. 

In ailclilu•n to tht- c:O&!'t Guard Oi..tin,ui..}u-.l ;"!i·r\itT \lrdal '19i7). the 5Pr-rf'l81) of Tran•pC'>r1atinn·.. Out· 
•t.tnciin1· \ rhir\t·rn-rnt \1'ard 1 l9f7}. thll" Lt·,:101 1,( \l1T1t t 19¥3 and lhf' Coa....t Guard Ct•mm··ndJtion \fc·d.al 
flf){,4}) \ AJ)\I Ptl"f) ha."' the follo"-in1?' \\'orld \\.ti" fl rarnraiFn ..,.r,ire 1nedal~ and ribbon": \n~ric·a11 Ot·f(·n~: 
Auu·ru·an \Tra: luropean· \ fric.an· \fiddlr fa ..tt·Tn \r1·1 · \t'orlJ \tar II \·ictor,·. Ht> aJ...~ \\C"ar:o. tht· '\ation1I De· 
r...,..,. ""'''r\i("I' \lt·(l(tl. 

\ 1\ll\I p, rr .,. •hold~ m1·mhrr~hip4' in tht• follo"in,. Off{Unization~: ~icty or S iJ?ITill Xi; Ant('ricon ·rcchno· 
lofl'i1·al ~01•it·t.,.: \ nlt"ril'An Societ} for 1 :n~i1lf'f'rinA I dur~11ion: Propt•llt'r Club: Socit'l) of l\a,al J\l'chilt"c'll'I and 
\lori1u~ Ln1otilu·pr.i: \ rueric.an Socirty of \ ' in11l l·ni.tiru·"'""'· or "hich he ici a past prti:id1·nt. 

\ 'Al)\I 1'1·rt) ."' "H(' j.., the former Oorotln F., l'ie·ro• or \ t•\\ l...01\don, Conot'C'licut . Thry hn,r lw" t·hildrc•n. 
Joh11 II. and \lrt". f\anc) lA'<' Cai:10. 

http:rueric.an
http:Frlnu::i.ry

	VADM007
	VADM008

