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REAR ADMIRAL CHARLES We. THOMAS, U. S, COAST GUARD (RETTRED)

Charles Ward Thomas was born on September 3, 1903, at Pasadena, Calif,
He was graduated from Fairhaven High School in Bellingham, Wash., then at--

+3naqu Western College of Edueation in that city, and served nearly two years
in the Washington National Guard,

s Se Coast Guard career appointments:

He entered the U, S. Coast Guard Academy in New London, Conn., with an
appo*ntlant as a cadet in July 1922, Graduated and commissioned an Ensign in
the U, S, Coast Guard on October 2l, 192}, he subsequently advanced to Lieuten~
ant (jg), October 2k, 19265 Lieutenant, October 2k, 1928; Lieut, Commander,
October 2ly 419325 Commander, July 17, 19423 Captain, June 1, 19433 retired with
rank of Hear Admiral November 1, 1957,

-

arly assignments:

=

His first assignment sent him to the Navy Yard in Philadelphia, Pa., for
duty in ronubctwnn with the reconditioning and outfitting of the Destroyer
Paulding, and for duty as watch officer aboard when the ship was placed in come.
Misslon and stationed at Bostons (The Paulding was one of the Destroyer Force
acquired from the Navy which the Coast Guard used between 192l and 193k in an
ﬁWE-Hh* ion of hmqggllng.) After a brief period of duty aboard the

the Patrol Force, New York Division, from December 1925 to

G ”?'dr
vburned to the PaULdlgE

\\" al
fgbruary 1927 to November 1928, he was watch officer aboard the De-

' of the New London (Conne) Division, then served as navigator
minole out of New York until February 1929 His next tour of
cutive officer of Section Base 21, at St. Petersburg, Fla.,
with additic uty as Commander, Division 7, Offshors Patrol Force, From
October 1930 to January 1933, he served with the New London Destroyer Force Dive
ision as executive officer first aboard the Destroyer Ericcson (to March 1932),

then aboard the Destroyer Senmes.

PR,
SUPPT

gtroyer

in the Cu

The first vessel he commanded was the Cutter Galatea, basad at New York
ALt ar's tour of duty aboard her, he commanded the Cutter Hermes

n Pedro, Calif,, from February 193l to January 1939. During this

agsignment he served also as Commanding Officer of the San Pedro group of ves=

sels (April 1934 to December 1938). He was commended for assistance given by

the Cutter Hermes in extinguishing a fire sboard the Steamship American Fisher.




15C6 (Ret) Pe 2

ne servad as a Law and Intelligence off=-
41, and as Captain-of-the-Port of Boston

a brief assignment to the staff of the Comme
nsport Fleet in Norfolk, Va., he became Director of the
and Auxiliary, Ninth Naval District, Cleveland, in July

1942, he reported to the Eleventh District office in long

3 he first served as Director of the Auxiliary and as .
April 1942, then as Chief of Staff until June 19)43.

Mo s he commanded the Cutter Northland on the
ed of a group of cutters organized to prevent
i as a springboard to attacking the Western
the command of Captain Thomas participated
tion and established a United States Naval Station
le Captain Thomas received a Navy Commendation

assigned to duty in connection with outfitting
y duty combat icebreaker Kastwind. After her
i atwind on the Greenland Patrol during which

* in the dramatic chase and capture of the German

in the Greenland ice pack, and personnel of an

th Tittle Koldeway Island in Northeast Greenlande

that time Task Force Commander of a group of Coast Guard
ved i capture of the enemy vesseles The personnel

ked by surprise under cover of darkness, there-

bo establish radio-waather stations in the
Captain Thomas the Legion of Merit (January

Thomas reported for duty on the staff of the
le Greenland Patrol in August of that year,

o8t in November 1946, he next commanded the Coast Guard
ar ship of the qutwind) on OPERATION. HIGH JUMP, fourth
" s and subject of the Academy Award winning motion
, The Northwind was the spearhead of the expedition,
the Ross Sea ice pack for Navy cargo ships. In 1948,
japtain Thomas reestablished the annual Bering Sea Patrol
tinued during the war and compiled an oceanographic report

avigated in the Bering Sea and Arctic Ocean,

(more)




secame Chilef of Staff, Second Coast Guard District
ouis, Mo, Tn March 1951, he was designated Comme
[n July 1953, he assumed command of the U, S. Coast
Mds In October 1954, during that duty tour, he

; safety Contest Award for the Yard at the National

hicagoes

eriance in Aretic and Antaretic operations, Captaiﬁ
oned by the Chief of Naval Operations for ser-’
and implementing U. S. Naval Support to the
ernational Geophysical Year in the Antarctic.
detached from the U. S, Coast Guard Yard and reported
Antarctic Planning Groupe In July 1955, after the
¢ Force 43, Captain Thomas was designated Chief of
: Task Force L3, During Operation DEEPFREEZE I,

ignated additional duty as a Task Unit Commanders

5 responsible for the delivery of cargo for the
ca which he accomplished in spite of adverse ice
) he explore East Coast of Vietoria land and d*scovered
science base at Cape Hallett,

i %

returned to the Antarctic as Task Group Commander in Opera-

His Group of two ships, the Coast Guard Icbreaker Northwind

cargo ship Arneb penetrated heavy treacherous sea ice to

' allett, the site he had previously discovered.

e for wIIhES scientifie base on Clark Peninsuls and

ion, While there, he explored a group of uncharted
‘eninsula and prepared a geographic description of

as Rear Admiral on November 1, 1957 to accept direc-
the USNC=IGY,

n
hama

s was appointed by the Board of Regents, Univ-
s operationally, its study of the Arctic Basin
1ty whilch position he now holds,

¥ B W

Chief of Staff of the Second Coast Guard
n the NBC program "This Is Your Life" in which

riew of twenty five years of Coast Guard service were pre-
jards, in which program the secretary of the Treasury, John
dmlral Richard E, Byrd were among the participantss During

: in his spare time,Masters! degrees in Marine
i Marine Biology (University of Maryland),.
d Oc rapher and has completed undergraduate
tallography and Seismologys

(more)




Bioge Sketch - RADM Thomas, USCG (Ret) Pe b

Admiral Thomas is a member of the following societies: Sigma Xi,
American Geophysical Union, American Association for the Advancement of
Science, Institute of Navigation (Chairman, Committee on Oceanography)e.
In January 1959, Admiral Thomas was elected a Fellow, Arctic Institute
of North America, for distinguished scientific service in the Arectic,

Admiral Thomas has earned the Legion of Merit with Combat V, Comme
endation Pendant with Bronze Star, American Defense Medal (with Fleet Clasp),
American Area, Buropean-African-Middle Easter Area (with two stars), World
War TT Victory medal and Korean service medale

Admiral and Mrse, Thomas, the former Anna M. Jensen of Tvigtut, Greenland,
are the parents of a daughter Trina Anne, born April 1952, and a son, Charles
W, Thomas, Jre, who is in the U. 5., Armye

Admiral Thomas is the author of the publications on attached sheet.
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1957«

1959,

1959,

19594

RADM Thomas, USCG (Ret) o L3

Fighting Water Pollution - Outdoor America, Vol, 1L(L),
l; ppe Isaac Walton League.

Our Pollution Problems - Hunting and Fishing, Vol. XVII(2)
3 PPe I1lluse

The Antipodes, Us Se Nave Inste Proce, Vols 7L(9) 6 pp. Illuse
Our Vulnerable Flanke U, S. Nave Proce Vole 77(2) ppe 147-151,
Ice is Where You Find It, Bobbs Merrill, Ince 39L ppe, I1lus, -maps,

Arctic Shiphandlings Navigation, ION, Septe.195k, Vole L(5),
PPe 125-129¢

Coriolis Force in High Latitude Navigation. Navigation, ION,
Vole 6(1) ppe 29-32

Arctic Shiphandling, Chapt. XVII, ppe 277=~307. Naval
Shiphandling., Co-author: E, A. McDonalde

Report of the Microfauna., DEEPFREEZE T Repts., CNC Annex
XI PPe 6).],1—651. 1 Figo

Antarctic Navigation, Navigation, Vol. 5(7), ppre 315-349,
Ill“s Py I ON.

Sub~Ice Positioning in the Arctic Basin, Navigation, Vol,

Boating Safety - The Experts! Book of Yachting, Brindze,
pPpe 217=227, 3 Figs, Prentice Hall,

Economics of Burface Transportation in Sea Ice, Nat,
Research Councily, Rpt. Int. Sea Ice Conf,, 1958,

Tate Pleistocene and Recent Zoology of Antarctic Ocean
Bottom Sedimentse MS No. 194 Red, Octe 26, 1958, Deep
Sea Researche Due June 1959,




