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Chester I, Steele was born December L2, 1913, in Hehobeth, Delaware,
He completed his primary schooling in Lewes, Del., and in June of 1932, was
graduated from Neptune High School in Ashbury Park, N, J. He attended the
eddie School in Hightstown, N. J., for one year before belnpg apoointed a cadet

at the Coast Guard Academy on August I, 1933,
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His first assignment as a Coast Guard
the Coast Guard Cutter CAMPBILL, operabing
September of 1930, he ended his duty uuorxﬁ e OAMPHELL, and was transferred
to the Cubter PONTCHARTRAIN, then operating out of Staten lsland, where ne. was
assigned as the ship's navigator. In November of 19392, fnsign btecle won a
letter of appreciation from the Commandant of the Ccast Guard citing his
effective rescue by surfboat of three survivors OL 2 1
short time later, he left the PONTCHAATRAIN for
the Maritime Service Training Station at Hofims
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A 1ittle over a year later, the now Lieutenant Stecle Was asgig
Commanding Officer of the three-masted schooner VEMA, a training ve
by the Maritime Service Training Station. After 7;urlv L0 onths in comm
the VEMA, he was reass
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194}, he assumed command of the engaged in duty in the Nortn
Atlantie.
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RADM CHESTER I. STRELE, USCG - Biog. = (cont'd) .

He received traznsfer orders in September of 1948 for duty on the staff
of the Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District, with offices then located in

Norfolk, Ve. He was first 3551vwvﬂ as the Assgistant Chief, Aids to Navigation
bection there, then on October 1949, he became Chief of the Sectiona

In Marcn of 1951, and now promoted to the rank of Tommander., he returned
to the Cosst Guard Acedemy for dubty as a seamanship instructor. During the
summers, Commander ﬁﬁFPJR served as the Executlve Officer aboard the Coast
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Guard Cutter BAGLE, the Academy's treining Bark.
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On July 1, 1955, he was assigned as a student to the U. S, Na /
College, located at the WNavy Base Ln Newport, R. I. One year later, and
ce

after completing his course of studies, Tommander oteele was placed on the
aff of the War College, where he

rved for two yeears.

1 July 1, 1958, he became the Commanding Officer of the Coast Guard
Cuttnf Kﬂ‘”(Lﬁq a 255~foot ocesn station vessel operating out of wljmlP?aon;
N. Co Now promoted to the rank of Captain, ne received znother letiter .ol
appreciation, this one for the efficient and coordinzted rescue of two downdd
Air Force pilots in the Atlantic Ocean. The citaetion specilically pointe;
out the fact that the MAIDOTA rerovered the pilols within three hours afiter
recelving the initisl distress call, and the distance between the cutter and
the pilots were considerable,

In June of 1950, he returned once more to New London and the Coast
Guard Academy, where he was assipned as H ramanship Section, In this
assipnment, he also served as Commanding
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of the Cutter EAGLE during
her summer cadet cruises. In July of 1961, He was assigned as dead,
; ional Studies Department and less than a year later, '

I
ny to the post of Commandant of Cadets.
In June 1you) Capbain oteele was ordered to London, England, re |
assumed duvy as Commander, Coast Gu:ﬁd Activities Europe. This command was

sreclse operational, technical and administrative control
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and the North &tlantie
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Cermgny, Spain,

8
established to e:
over Coast Guard Merchant Marine ;gtailﬁ in
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Italy, Libya, Greece and Turkey.
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In June 1966, he assumed duty as Commander, Second Cousst Guard District,
with headquarters in ut. Louis, Mo., 2 post which carries with it the rank
of flag ofiicer. He was appuinted Rear Admiral te renk from July 1, 1966.

He is entitled to wesr the following medsls and decoration: American
o i . s B e w | \ » . : il
Defense vderviece Medal {with star); American Theatre; Buropean Theatre;
World War II Victory Medal; Naetional Defense Service tedal; and the Lxpert
Rif'leman and Bxpert Pistol Shot Medals.
has been promoted in rank as follows: Ensiegn on September 20, 193

He has been promoted in ranl follows Ensipgn on Septem §
Lieutenant (junior grade) September 20, 1940; Lieutenant. on May 20, 1941;
Lieutenant Commander on May 15, 1943; Commander on February 10, 195C; and
Captain on July 1, '1959. Nominated to the rank of near Admirsl on May 2,
1966, Rear Admiral, July 1, 1966.
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He was married to the former lidss Olive V. Perry of Hightstown, H. J
on September 20, 1937, and has two daughters; Mrs. Charles f, Reid, now
living in Hayward, California, and Rosemsry, born March 8, 1946, at home.
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