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Commander, Coast Guard Pacific Area,
Eleventh, Coast Guard District,
U.8. Maritime Defense Zone Pacific,
Regicnal Emergensy Transportation Coordinator

Vice Admiral Ernest R. Riutta assumed duties as Commander Pacific
Area/Eleventh Coast Guard District on May 24, 2000.

The Coast Guard’s Pacific Area plans and directs marine safety, mar-
itime law enforcement, marine environmental protection and national
security related operations throughout the Pacific Basin.

A native of Astoria, Ore., Vice Admiral Riutta graduated from the Coast
Guard Academy, New London, Conn., in 1968 and has commanded the
Coast Guard Cutters Chase, Vigorous, Ircnwood, Cape Wash, and
Loran Station Tan My, Vietnam. He has also served other tours of duty
as Executive Officer on the cutter Acacia and Deck Watch Officer on the
cutter Bearing Strait.

Vice Admiral Riutta’'s assignments at Coast Guard Headquarters,
Washington, D.C., have been as Deputy Chief, Office of Law
Enforcement and Defense Operations and as Chief, Officer Assignment
Branch, Assistant Chief, Plans and Programs Staff. He has also been assigned to duty at Coast Guard
Activities Europe, London, and as Chief, Aids to Navigation Branch, Seventeenth Coast Guard District,
Juneau, Alaska.

Since his promotion to Flag Officer, in 1994 Vice Admiral Riutta has served as Commander, Seventeenth
Coast Guard District, and Commander, Maritime Defense Command One Seven, U.S. Naval Forces, Alaska.
Vice Admiral Ruitta comes to the Pacific Area from Coast Guard Headquarters where he has served as the
Assistant Cornmandant for Operations since 1997.

The Vice Admiral is the recipient of Legion of Merit (two awards), Meritorious Service Medals (two awards),
Coast Guard Commendation Medals (five awards), Coast Guard Achievement Medal, Unit Commendation
Ribbons (five), Meritorious Unit Commendation Ribbon, and Vietham Service Medal, among many others.

Vice Admiral Riutta is married to the former Barbara Star Kramer of Chester Springs, Pa. They have two sons,
lan and Aaron.




