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VICE ADMIRAL STANIEY V. PARKER, USCG
(RET IRED--DECEASED )

VADM Stanley Vincent Parker, who pioneered in U, S. Coast Guard
aviation, was born on October 26, 1885, at Cincinnati, Ohio, where he
received his early education and graduated from the Technical School of
Cincimnmati in 190h. He was the son of Samuel Boardman and Elizabeth Helen
Chappell Parker, i :

Appointed a Cadet in the U, S. Revenue Cutter Service (forerunner of
~ the U, S, Coast Guard) on May 26, 1904, he was graduated number two in his
class with a commission as Third Lieutenant (Ensign) on October 27, 1906,

He serwved his first assignment on board the Cutter GRESHAM out of
Boston, Mass, In May 1508, he was assigned as Commanding Officer of the
Cutter PATROL and as Supervisor of Anchorages at Chicago, I1l, In December
of that year he was assigned as Instructor on board the Cutter ITASCA at
Baltimore, Md., which served as the School of Instruction, the early Coast
Guard Acadermy. As instructor he specialized in ordnance and gunnery, drill
regulations and military law, '

From Octcber 1911 to April 1913, he served on board the Cuttexr WINDOM
in the Gulf of Mexico cut of Galveston, Texas. From 1913 to 1916 he served
a8 navigator in the Cutter THETIS on one court cruise to Alaska, and then
in the Hawaijian Islands, After a brief atint aboard the Cutter GOIDEN GATE
at San Francisco during the summer of 1916, he served on board the Cutter
- APACHE out of Baltimore, Md.,, until February 1917 as the United States was
entering World War I,

At that time he was one of the first group of Coast Guard officers and
men selected for aviation training at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla,
In addition to being a flight student while there, he also fulfilled the
duties of senior officer present in charge of that group which eventually
became the nucleus of Coast Guard flight personnel, In July 1917, he
qualified as Naval Aviator (Seaplane) No, 57, and later was designated
Coast Guard Aviator No, 7. Detached from Pensacola in December 1917, he was
given command of the Naval Air Station at Key West, Fla,, which he placed
into commission, Under his command there coastal patrol flights were
carried out and 500 young men qualified as aviators.

From August 1918 to May 1919, he commanded the Naval Air Statien at
Rockaway, N, Y., the principal naval air station guarding the approaches
to New York Harbor. He then returned to Pensacola Air Station to command
the Receiving Ship for recruits and as instructor in charge of the air
station's Ground School,
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In October 1919, after the Coast Guard was transferred from under the
Navy's war time operational control back to the Treasury Uepartment, he
was stationed at Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, D, C,, as Aide for
Aviaticn, In that post he obtained plames, persommel and use of facilities
sufficient. to establish the first Coast Guard Air Station, at Morehead City,
N C., which opened en March 2k, 1920,

In March 1921, with funds for aviation being exhausted and none in
sight in the forthcoming appropriations, LT Parker was assigned as Executive
Officer of the Cubtter BEFAR on Alaskan Patrol., During that tour of duty he
made three Arctic cruises, the first as far as the Canadian-Alaskan Arctic
boundary at Demarcation Point, about three hundred miles east of Point Barrow,
the last two to Point Barrow only.

In December 1923, he was assigned as Executive Officer of the Cutter
YAMACRAW at Savannah, Ga,, for a few months and then to duty at the Navy Yard
at Philadelphia, Pa., in conmnection with reconditioning Navy destroyers for
the Coast Guardt's all-out campaign against the smuggling rum fleet off the
Atlantic coast, Wnile awaiting assignment to command one of the destroyers,
he also acted as recruiting officer at Philadelphia., In August 192, he
assumed command of the destroyer McDOUGAL which opsrated out of New York
against the rum runners,

In late 1926, he assumed command of the Cutter OSSIPPEE which operated
out of Portland, Me, By March 1927, he was in command of Section Base Five
at East Boston, Mass, Beginning in January 1929, he served briefly as
Inspector of Hull Construction at Quiney, Mass., and then commanded the new .
Cutter CHAMPIAIN out of New York for a brief period, From September 1929 to
February 1931, he commanded the Cutter TAMPA out of Bosteon, and then commanded
the Cutter MOJAVE out of that same port on the 1931 International Ice Patrol
o, the Grand Banks off Newfoundland,

In Janvary 1932, he assumed command of the Cutter NORTHIAND based at
Oakland, Cal,, and served with her on the Bering Sea Patrol, and in the
Alaskan Arctic, During that tour of duty, he delivered medical and dental
aid to the Alaskan natives, investigated ine conditions in that region,
served as U, S, Commissioner (justice of the peace) for the Second Divisien,
Territory of Alaska, and made surveys of the little known water areas, and
trained officers in Arctic navigation,

After being admitted to the California Bar by examination (early 193L),
he reported at Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, D, C,, for duty as
Chief Intelligence Officer, In June 193k, the Intelligence Office under his
direction detected and reported a substantial alacohol smuggling traffic

on the Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey and Gulf
coasts, this being six months after repeal of the 18th Amendment and the
Volstead Act., Under the energetic leadership of Secretary of the Treasury
Henry Morgenthau, and the immediate direction of Herold Graves, a five-point
program of attack upon that traffic was devised and after two years of effort
it was complstely suppressed,
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(Cne of %the five points of attack was the coordination of the Treaswry
law enforcement agencies (Alcchol Tax Unit, Coast Guard, Customs, Customs
Agency Service, Internal Revenue, Inté&lligence Unit of Internal Revenue,
Bureau of Narcotics) into a single team far action against the smugglers,
From this grew the coordination structure from direction of which Elmer Irey,
distinguished Treasury law-enforcement coordinator, eventually retired after
remarikable service in the Post Office Inspection Service, the Intelligence
Unit of Internzl Revenue--which he organized--and the Treasury Coordinated
Agencies, )

Wnile at Coast Guard Headquarters the then Commander Parker also
represented the Coast Guard on the Marine Casualty Investigation Board,

In late 1936, he was assigned to the special task of suppression of
narcotics smuggling in the Hawaiian Islands and for this purpose was given
broad powers with relation to Treasury agencies in the Islands. The prior
excellent investigative efforts of Customs Agency persomel specially
assigned, the organization of a Coast Guard section at Honolulu, and the
inauguration of special techniques by Customs, Narcotics amd Coast Guard
working as a team combined to force the price of narcotics upward. In the
case of smoking opiwm, the principal narcotic involved, the price rose from

$50.00 or less a five-tael (six-ocunce) tin to $250.00 and later $400.00, this
rise in price being regarded as an approximate inverse indication of supply
available,

After returning to the States in April 1937, he was assigned as Commander,
San Franeisco Division, which then comprised the State of California and the
Territory of Hawaji. While in that post, he also served as Captain-of=-the=
Port of San Francisco, as Commander of the Bering Sea Patrol Force for pard
of ona season, and part of the time as Coordinator at San Francisco of the
Treasury Law Fnforcement Agencies, Just prior to World War II, he became
Commander, San Francisco District, which then consisted essentially of the
State of California., As the war began, he became Senior or District Coast
Guard Officer, 12th Naval Disirict, and organized the office and his force
for their wartime role,

Tn February 1942, CAPT Parker was detached from the 12th District and
assigned to Coast Guard Headquarters whems he was promoted to Rear Admiral
and assigned as Coordinator of Port Security for the Atlantic and Gulf
coasts, This assignment followed the President's promulgation of Executive
Order No, 907h and its execution by naval directive placing in the Commandant
of the Coast Guard the responsibility for the security of vessels and water-
front property in the harbors of the United States. :
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In the fall of 1945, with the termination of hestilities, RADM Parker
was assipgned as Pacific Coast Coordinator and Commznder, Western Area,
Coast Guard, with offices in San Francisco, He retired from theb post on
November 1, 1947, with L1 years of service, with the rank of Vice Admiral.

During his service caraer he was insr, wrental in furthering the study
of law in t.e Coast Guard. He authored The Ccast Guard Boarding Manualg
Sema Notes on Coast Guard lew Etmorcemon*o, and Powers and Dubies of Cca.,t
Guard Oificers as United States Commissioners in Alaska, For the latter
work and for hlS informal survays of little known water areas of Alaska

he was commended by the Commandant of the Ccast Guard,

In addition to the LEGICN OF MERIT for World War II serwvice, he
received the Victory Medal with aviation clasp and ona star for his naval
aviation service during World War I

Follewing is a resume of his promotions in rank: GCadet, May 26, 190L;
Ensign, October 27, 1906; Lieudsnant (jg), August 23, 1907; Lieutenznt _
Dacember 1, 1916; Lieut, Commander, January 12, 1923; Commander, July 1, 1926;
‘Captain, May 1, 1937; Rear Admiral, March 10, 19L2; rank of Vice Admiral
on the retiremen’c list,

VADM Parier died at the age of 82 at his home, 887 Portal Avenue,
Oakland, Calif., on Monday, July 15, 1968, He was survived by his wife,
the former Doris Devereux of San Francisco, and two sons, Robert D, Parker
wno 1lived with his parents, and retired Navy Commander Stanley D, Parker
of 723 "A" Ave,, Coronado, Cal., and a grandson Stanley Jr,

Memorial services were held for VADM Parker at 11:00 a,m., Wednesday,

July 17, at Oskland, Cal., after which the bedy was flown to Cincinnati, Caio,
for burial in a family plot in Spring Grove Cematery,

#
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(Taken from VADM Parker's biographical notes)




