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Rear Admiral Donald E, McKay, United States Coast Guard; was born
on 7 January 1906, in Brainerd, Minnesote, and attended Brainerd High
School before entering the Coast Guard Academy, New London, Connecticut,
in May 1924,

Graduated and commissioned Ensign on 8 March 1927, he subsequently
was promoted in rank as follows: Lieutenant (jg), 8 March 1929; Lieu~
tenant, 8 March 19313 Lieutenant Commander, 1 July 1939; Commander, 1
September 1942; Captain, 20 March 1945; and Rear Admiral, 1 June 1956,

Rear Admiral McKay's first assignmeunt was at New Londong, Connech-
icut, aboard the Destroyer TRIPPE, followed by a tour as navigator on
the Destroyer DOWNES also based at New London. From July, 1930 to Dec=~
ember, 1932, he was attached to the Communications Division at Coast
Guard Headquarters, Washington, D, C, Duty on the West Coast followed,
where he served as Navigator and assistant engineer of the Cutter TAHOE,
at Oakland, Califormia,

Returning to Headquarters in March, 1937, he spent the next three
years as Assistant Communications Officer and Aide to the Secretary of
the Treasury. Then, in March, 1941, he went back to Oakland and duty
as Executive Officer of the Cubter SHOSHONE.

During the years of World War II, 1941 to 1945, Rear Admiral McKay
saw duty as Executive Officer of the attack transports LEONARD WOOD,
performing duty in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, and the ARTHUR MID=
DLETON, working in the Pacific theatre. While on the WOOD, he partici-
pated in the transfer of British troops to Bombay, India, Then he went
ashore for fifteen months, first a year as head of the Eighth Coast
Guard District Personnel Office at New Orleans, Louisiana, and then a
brief three-month tour at Headguarters under the Chief; Search and Res-
cue Division, During June, 1945, he returned to the Pacifie as Command-
ing Offieer of the attack cargo vessel CEPHEUS, and took part in the
initial landings and occupation of Tarawa, Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Saipan,
Leyte and the Okinawa campaign.,

In January, 1946, Rear Admiral McKay, returned to Headquarters for
a fourth tour, thiz time as Chief, Communications IMvision, While in

this capacity he served as a member of the U, S. Delegation tc the Inter-
national Conferences on Communicaticns and Loran at Moscow, USSR, Geneva,
Switzerland, Atlantic City, and Washington, D, C., He served as chairman
of the Interdepartmental Advisory Committee (IRAC) in 1950, and as vice
chairman of the U, S, Delegation to the Loran Conference at Gensva in 1949,
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