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George Andrew Knudsen was born on March 29, 1907, at Baltimore, Md.,
and was graduated from Baltiwmore Polytechnic Institute in 1925, Ile entered
the s 5. Coast Guard Academv, New Icndon, Conn., with an appointment as
cadet 1n August 1927,

He was graduated and commissioned an fnsign in the U, S. Coast Guard
on May 15, 1930, and swhsequently advanced in rank as follows: Lieutenant
(3g), M=y 1%, 193%: Lieutonant May 15, 1935; Tieutenant Ccommander, January
1, 1942; Commander, December 1, 193y Captain, liarch 1, 1951; Rear Admiral
July 1, 1960, Retired July 1, 1965.
e sarved his first assignment as an officer aboard the destroyer DAVIS
out of New London for three vears., During that neriod he was assigned tem~
porarily as target practice observer aboard the Cutter CARRABASSET. From
June 1933 to July 193kL, he was assistant enginecer aboard the cutter MINDGTA,
based at Norfolk, Va. e was then translferred to the Coast Guard Acadeny
as instruictor of elautricul engineerine. Four years later in July 1938, he
reported to the Cutter DIBB at Worfoll as navigator. His first commend was
tite’ Coast Guard Cutter ANGO based at MNewport, R. I., which he held from Oct-
ober 1939 to June 194L. TDuring the last several months of that assignment
he was also Cantsin-of=the=Port of Newmport,.

Between June 1941 and Juns 1942, at the outset of World War II, he was
first Lieutenant and damage contrel officer aboard the Coast Guard-manned
attack troop transport LEONARD 'M0OD (AlP4a-17)., The WOOD in that period en-
geged in training and wmhibious warfare exercises off the coast of North

Carolina and in the Chesapcuke Bay, then delivered British troops from Nova
Scotia to Bombay, India., During the remainder of 1942 and most of 1543 he
served as Assistant Chief, Administrative Management, at Coast Guard Head-
quarters in Washington, D. C.

After corpleting preparctory training at the Submarine Chaser Training
Center in Miami in January 19lli, he saw the patrol fripgate USS GULFPORT
(PF-20) through her pre-comwissionine stages at Mew Orleans and assumed
comnand of her in September that year. He comuanded the frigate on convoy
duty with Task TForce 6b between MNorfolk, Va., and Oran, Algeria., Transferred
to the Pacific theatre of war, he commqnd d Escort Division 25 from the patrol
frigate USS LONG REACH (PF-3k) as flagship from February to July 1945. He
helped return her to peacetinme status,

(more)




™ "] "1‘--'.>' N » [ T ;\v’\
near admniral George Al nudsen, USCGH (Cont'd) P, 2

Als first post-iwaz "*atinn was Coagt (nard deadnvarters, where he
first gerved as Assistant Cliief, Uemobhilizatvion Odvision unt 1] Octobes
1946, then as Administrs lwv Aide to the Commandant until September 1950,
Te commanded the 255-1t. Guhter MIIMNETONKA based zt Long Beach, Calif.,

during the next two yeoarc.

Again assigned to Ceasht Gnard leadquarters, he served as Chief, le-
serve DivisiOP rrom July 1952 to August 1955, After attending the Wational
Var College for a vear, he assuncd command of the Coast Guard Base at
Alaneda, Calif., in July 1956,

Tn August 1958, he became Chief of Staff of the Hleventh Coesst tvard
Digtrict which has administrative offices in long Beach, Calif. In May
1959, he was locoted in fami as Chief of Staff of the Seventh Coast Guard
District which includes the Territory of Puorto Rico and areas of the
Caribbean., Tn June 1960, he became Cormander, Seventh Coast (mard Distriect
(relieving Pear Adwiral "illiam W, Kenner, USCG, on his retirement)., This
was followed by cnufirmation of the of his permansnt appointment to o
Rear Admiral from a Captein on July 1, 1960. He had been nominated by the
President earlier in the year (Jan. ”7, 1960) te 111 the vacancy created
by retiring RADM Kenner

In June 1961, RADM Knudsen assumed the post of Chief, Office of
Personnel at Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington, D, C,» Which he held
until his retirement on July 1, 1965. RAIM Knudsen was awarded the *

RPADY ¥nudsen's World War IT campgalign and service medals and ribbons
include the American Dafense with leet clasp, Americ”n Arad, European-
African~Middle Zastern Area, Asiatic-Pacific Arsa, Yorld Wer IT Victory.

RADM Knudsen was merried in 1931 to the former Theresa Josephine Keating
of New ILondon, Conn. They haove two children, Ann Marie, and George A., Jre
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% LEGION OF MERIT for exceptionally meritorious performance of outstanding
services during this last tour of duty, and during his former tour of duty
as Commander, Seventh Coast Guard District, Miami, from June 1960 to June
1961.




