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Biographical Sketch

REAR ADMIRAL REGIWAID H. ¥FINCH,
U, So COAST GUARD

(RET TRED««ECEASED )

Reginald Hiecls French was boyn on Decembey 28, 1902, at Ardsley, Ho Y.,
and gradvated from Arthur Hill High School, %E.nc.&;, Mich., in 192k, O;z
May 12 of thalt year he entered the U, 5. Coust (uzrd Acadeny, Wew Lomicn,
Comne, with an apprintment as cadet and wae gracuated and c ormaissionsd an
Ensizn on March 8, 1927,

P‘ﬂ subsequant.y roge through the ranks as follais: Lieutenant
Mare h u,_ 19293 Lisutenant, Marehn 8, 1931; Lieut. Lc- ander, May 25,
27 1, 19h23 Caphain, March 20, a9h5; rebived Ju].;y

he yebired list,

pes

RA 5:5'3.;;3 ments on board the Destroyers
MeCALL, royer Force that the Ceast Guard
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In Euousd
served in the Cubtr TALIAPC

Wi TUANers of *1.‘1\. nrohivition era.
trans ferred 'i'.'v {he Alaskear. Patrol whers ! :

witil September '.l.f}jj., ard then in the
Cutter EATDA as nasigator until Apred L 153%, He next cosmanded a ghore uvnlt
at Jacksonville, rla,, for two years,

From March 1935 te September 3‘(‘c m, gerved as a line offticer on
beard the Cubtier Sﬁ_?-;’:;,uu oot of Norfo o Vae tt was followed by a tour of
duty or beard the  HOJAVE, ba.ga.-ri at Ft, l¢uderdaley Fla,, until
October 1940, and wvo y= ars s engineer officer on beoard tha Cutter DUANE
out of Boston, Musa,

PsPtoen years ¢f contiruvous sea dubty was irlerrapted by an assignwent
in Ccicher 1942, 2wring World War IT, as trainig officer in the Chicapo
Divieion, After «otending Submarine Chaser Trai ning School at Miami fron
July vo September of H‘v3, e returned to sea t¢ command: the Destroyer
USS 14wk (DE=325) on couvey escort duty in ¢

8
e Filantice

While in commind of the Destroyer Escort UiS FRIDE (DE-323) of the
Atlantic Fleet fyron May 19hh vntil the end of the war, he alun served as
Commander, Escort Division 26 for more than yea- and then as Cormender
of/Subrarine kllles task growp of Divigion L&, After one

articular
pruionyed gearch jo7 an eneny Subnard

Y1 ‘mac harassed conveoy ships, the
then Commander Fronch direcled a series of aiticcks vinich destroyed ‘thc.
maravder. secuently, he was awarded the LELGTON }f-" M?}W’i‘ Medal and 1
Combat "V" Device four suvecessfully carrying out the

o

evations °
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Biography - RADM R, H. FREKCH, USCG (cont'd) Pe 2

Detsched from the PRIDE in August 19LY, RADM French, in the rank of
Captsin, served at C(‘Jd'ot Guard Headquarters in “Jashingten, D, C., as
Chief, Headouarters Administration Division for five yeavs during which
he was desienated the acdditional title of Comeiding C‘"'ﬁ'cer, Headquarters,
in March 1946, In September 1950, hews assien:d as Chief of Operations
in the 8%th Coast Guard District, New Orleans, Ia,

In July 1952, ho was transferred to the 13¢h Coast Guard District,
Seattle, ‘.'.’"sh.. where he first served as Chief of Operations umtil May 1956,
and then as Chief of Staff of that district for one year. That was his last
tour of duty uvntil he retired on Jduly 3, 31957, "rith 30 years of service.

He was promoted from Captein to Rear Admn al on the retired list,

In addition to the Leglon of Merit amd the Bronze Star Medal with
Combat "V, RAIM French had the folleowing World Var IT czmpaign medals and
ribbonst fmemcan Lrea, Buropean«African-Middle Eastern Ared, ard World
War IT Victerye

RATHM French died #wcd Befere his 66th birthday on I‘andav, December T,
1970, in the Haval Hosm tal at Great lekes, I1l, RADM French suffered from
heart and lung dissase vhich aggravated by panewonia became fatale

RADM French is swrvived by his widow Mrs, French, the former lMargaret
Baker of Chicago, I1l., at their home at 15700 South Central Ave.y O2k Forest,
11, He also leavas two sons, Rebert A, and Chester, -

Funerel servizes were grranced from Hickey' s Puneral Home, 261 ~ 1i7th
Ste, Mdlothian, I11,, followed by burizl in St, Mary's Cemetery at Evergreer
Park, Tll, .
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