BIOGRAPHY ~ REAR ADMIRAL E. A. COFFIN, U.S. COAST GUARD (RET.)

Born - 10 March, 1888 at Foochow, China.

Father - John Auguste Coffin, Manaper in China for American.exporting firm,
Hedge & Co., of Boston. John Augubte Coffin died in Chicago 1927.

Mother - Juliet Evelyn Coffin - prior to narrlage a Methodist missionary
doctor at Foochow; daughter of Rev, James Sparr and wife Rachel (Alexander) Sparr
of Muncie, Inalaﬂa Rev, James Sparr first preached as a MHethodist traveling
minister (circuit rider). Dr; Juliet Evelyn Coffin died in Chicago 1920.

Eugene Auguste Coffin's first residence in the United States - iit, Auourn, Mass,
where John Auguste Coffin's parents, John Norton Coffin and wife Dorcas Jane
(Powers) Coffin lived on the old Coffin estate. -

From Mt. Auburn, Eugene A, Coffin's parents, moved to Bosion and lived
in Boston proper and various suburbs) and briefly at Muncie, Indianz,
New York City, Jacksonville, Florida, and Bayonre, New Jersey. About the Lime
Eugene A, Coffin left the family home in Bayomne, New Jersey, to enter the
U.S8.,R.C.S. School in the fall of 1907, the parents moved to Chicago wherc
John A, Coffin went into business with J. C. Paver & Co.

Eugene A, Coffin attended twelve different primary and grade scihocl: '“d o
high schoals - Newton High, at Newtonville, Mass., and Bayonmne High, at coyonne, N, J.
- two years' work at Newton High and two years and a postgraduate course at Bayonne

5 October, 1907 -~ took Oath of Office as Cadet, U.S. Revermue-Cutter Service,
and entered School of Instruction at Arundel Cove, Maryland, on 1l October, 1907.

Remained at USRCS School of Instruction from October 1907 to December 1909,
making two cadet cruises on the ITASCA < one to North Sea in 1908 and one to the
Mediterranean in 1909.

7 Decermber, 1909 ~ reported as a cadet on board the GRESHAM, at Boston, Mass,
urnder Capt., P. H. Uberroth. :

Wnile on the GRESHAM received diploma, and commission as 3rd Lieut,, U,S, Bevenue-
Cutter Service.

21 Jamuary, 1910 - took Cath of Office as 3rd Lieutenant, U.S.R.C.S.

© 11 March, 1911 - married to Nancy Jamison, of Baltimore, at Baltimore, Md.

23 August to 3 October, 1911 - temporary duty on ANDROSCOGGIN, at Portland, Me.,
to take the place of Lieut., Whittier (the executive officer) who had been murdered
while on shore leave in Boston.

12 February, 1912 - took Oath of Office as Second Lieut., U.S.R,C.S.
3 April, 1912 - son, Eugene A,, Jr., born in Baltimore, Md,
17 Augast, 1912 - reported for duty on PAMLICO, at New Bern, N.C. and served

to 30 Jure, 1915 as commissary & watch officer under Capt. H. B, West and
3 Capt. W, W, Joymes.

10 Juiy, 1913 - son, John Gordon, born in Baltimore, Md.

1 July to'30 December, 1915 - on waiting orders at own request, to take course of
instruction at Maryland School of Wireless Telegraphy at Baltimore, Md. At close of
this course, took Federal examination and received First Grade Operatorfs iicense,

1 Jamuary to 17 March, 1916 - served as radio and watch officer on MCHAVWX, at
New York, N.Y., under Capt. G. L., Carden. The ship was employed on neutrality duty
in the Narrows, during this time.

L March, 1916 - made application for aviation training at Pensacola, Fla.




1 April to 30 November, 1916 - served as commissary & watch officer on the
TUSCARCRA, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, under Capt., Joseph L., 5ill.

3 December, 1916 - arrived at Naval “fviation Training Station, Fensacola, Fla.,
and reported for duty to Lieut, C, E. b gden, U.S, Coast Guard.

13 December, 1916 - appointed Student Aviator by C. G. Headguarters.

19 January, 1917 - avpointment as Student Naval Aviator aoproved by Secretary
of the Navy, Josephus Daniels,

23 July, 1917 -~ designated Naval Aviator No, 59, by Josephus Dzniels.

20 December, 1917 to 28 August, 1918 - served as patrol pilot and communications
officer at Montauk Naval Air Station, Montauk Point, Long Island, N.Y.

1 July, 1918 ~ temporarily appointed First Lieutenant, U.,S. Coast Guard,
by Josephus Daniels.

1 September, 1918 to 5 March, 1919 - served as executive officer and chief of
staff at Rockaway Naval Air Station, under Capt, S, V, Parker, U.S. Coast Guard.

21 September, 1918 - temporarily apvointed Captain, U.S., Coast Guard, by
Josephus Daniels,

18 October, 1918 - wife, Nancy, died of influenza at Rockaway Beach, L.I.
19 February, 1919 - married Peggy Powers, of Rockaway Beach.

12 April, 1919 to 19 April, 1920 - served as commissary and watch officer on
UNALGA at San Francisco, Calif., and Unalaska, Alaska, under Capt. F. G. Dodge.
- relief mission to influenza-stricken Aleutian Islands.

1 November, 1919 - daughter, Lynne, born in San Francisco, Calif,

27 March, 1920 - - requested assignment to new USCG Air Station at Morehead City,
N.C.

19 April, 1920 - placed on waiting orders at Oaklard, Calif., on account of
sickness,

16 June to 17 July, 1920 - served as watch officer on BOTHWELL, en route to join
UNALGA at Unalaska. Detached at Seattie,., Wash,, and returned to Oakland, Calif,
Spent about a year having nose operations for injury to nose when an aviator,

20 July to 19 September, 1920 - on waiting orders at Oakland, Calif,

20 September, 1920, to 31 March, 1921 - served as assistant inspector fo" hulls
on Cutters Nos. 36, 37, 38, 3% & LO (TAHRA HAIDA, MOJAVE, MODOC & )
building at Union Constructlon Co., Oakland Calif

16 October, 1920 - daughter, Sheila, born at Oakland, Calif.

1 April, 1921 to 20 September, 1922 - served as commissary and watch officer on
UNALGA, at San Francisco, Calif., Unalacka, Alaska, and Juneau, Alaska, under
Capt. B. L. Brockway and Gapt. John Boedeker,

3 September, 1921 - all temporary rank reverted to permarent - mine reverting
to Lieutenant (j.g.) from Lieutenant Commander.

8 March, 1922 - appointed Lieutenant, U.S, Coast Guard.

20 March, 1922 - awarded Victory Medal, with Aviation Clasp.
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10 November, 1922 to 8 March, 192 - served as executive officer and
navigator of ALGONQUIN, at Astoria, Oregon, and Unalaska, Alaslka, under
Capt. C. M. Gabbett.

13 Harch, 1924 to %l September, 192} - served as commanding officer of the
flood relief vessel YOCONA at Vicksburg, Miss, First command.

26 September, 192l to 15 April, 1928 - served as commarding officer of Destroyer
TERRY, at Philadelphia, New London, Conn. and New York, N.Y,

Placed this destroyer in commission at Phila. Navy Yard and commanded the TERRY
on rum patrol off the New England and New Jersey coasts for more than 3 stremious years.

16 April, 1928 to 18 April,.l931 - served as commanding officer of Section
Base Seven, Gloucester, Mass, Rum patrol. Eleven patrol boats, 3 picket boats and
3 seaplanes engaged in suppression of rum-running activities.

"1 July, 1929 - appointed Commander, U.S. Coast Guard.

April, 1931 to Jamuary, 1933 - served as commanding officer of Destroyer WELBORN
C. WOOD, at New London, Conn, The WOOD was flagship of Destroyer Division One,
on run patrol, suppressing rum running.

© Jamuary, 1933 to June, l93h.-. Left the Destroyer Force and served as commanding
officer of MOJAVE at Boston, Mass., . . . .

5 July, 1934 to 17 April, 1935 - served as Acting Commander, Chicago Division;
then remained as Chief of Staff, under Capt. LeRoy Reinburg until 21 November 1936.

23 November, 1936 - took command of ROGER B, TANEY, at Navy Yard; Fhila., Pa.
Took this vessel to Honolulu and served as commanding officer of the TANEY
for nearly four years, until December 19L0.

January 1941 to June 1945 - District Coast Guard Officer of Fhila, District and
Captain of the Port of Philadelphia - 1nauvurated the Philadelphia Districy and
served there four and one-half years,

22 May 1941 Promoted to Captain, U. S. Coast Guard while at Philadelphia.

At Philadelphia in 1942 organized the Phlladelphla Volunteer Port Security Force
known as the Philadelphia Flan,

In July, 1945 - returned to Honolulu for second tour of duty and was in .
command of the Fourteenth U, S. Coast, Guard D1strlct there, until retirement, 1950.

3 June, l9h7 - awarded the Legion of Merit at annual meeting of Coast Guard
District Commanders at Wash., D.C.

February, 19L8 = promoted to Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard.
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28 August, 19h8 - married wife Marjorie Barber-Hite, of Honolulﬁ, in Honolulw,

1 April, 1950 - effective date of retirement (bav1pv reached mandatory age
of 62 on 10 March, 1950) - after forty-two years, five months and 26 days of service.

Lived at Laguna Beach from Sept. 1950 to June 1953 and then lived

at Santa Barbara, Calif. Died 20 Januvary 1972; ashes flown out to sea from
Santa Barbara in U,S, Coast Guard plane.




