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RFAR ADMIRAL JAMES A, AIGER, JR,
U. S. COAST GUARD

James Albert Alger, Jr, was bora om July 9, 1910, at Brooklime, Mass.,
the somn of James Albert and Marjorie Hill Alger. His father retired from
the U, S, Coast Guard as a Resr Admiral om March 1, 1943,

James, Jr, entered the U, S, Coast GQuard with a commissiomn as Ensign
oa July 13, 1931, after gradusting from Virgimia Polytechmic Imstitute,
Blacksburg, Va., with a B,3, Degree im Electrical Emgireering,

FARLY ASSIGNMENTS

‘He served his first sssignment as assistant enginmeer om bosard the
Coast Guard Cutter SARANAC im the Gulf divisiom. That was followed by
engineering duty assigmments or board the Destroyers UPSHUR and MoDOUGAL
of the New York divisiom of the former Destroyer Force operated by the
Coast Guard im am all-out suppressiom of smugglimg (192L4~1934), After
serving six months as assistant engimeer of the Cutter MENDOTA, based at
Norfolk, Va., he returned to New York in December 1933 to bscome emgineer
officer of the Destroyer HUNT,

He served as emgimeer on board the Cutter AIGONQUIN out of Woods Hole,
Mass., fram July 1934 to July 1935, them spemt mearly two years with the
Cutter CHEIAN ia the North Pacific amd Alaskam waters. Following a brief
tour of duty om board the Cutter CAYUGA of Bostm, Mass., he reported for
duty in the office of the Chief Emgimeer at Coast Guard Headquarters at
Washingtom, D, C,, in July 1938,

WORID WAR II

During World War II, he commanded the Cutter DIONE on amti-submarine
patrol im the Atlamtis from February 1942 to April 1943, then commanded
the Cutter GRESHAM out of New York for a brief period, He also commanded
two Coast Gusrd-mammed dest rs om comvoy escort duty with the Atlamtic
Fleet--the USS MOSIEY (DE-321) from September 1943 to May 19LkL, amd the
USS LOWE (DE-325) umtil October 19ll. For these services he received the
Navy Commendation Ribbom with Metal Pemdant.

He served the remsinder of the war as engineer at the Coast Guard Yard,
Curtis Bsy, Md.,, and remsined there after the war servimg as Planning Officer
from September 1547 to December 1948,
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During the first half of 1549, he corsmnded a pre-comissioming
detall commscted with the comversiom of & growp of 31l-ft. Navy sesplane
- tenders acquired by the Coast OCuard for ocean stazt iom weather patrol duty.
‘He them commanded the Cutter CHINCOTEAGUE of that group for a year im the
Atlamtie out of Forfolk, Va,

mm ngbr served as Chief, Budget Division at Cosst Guard Hoadqmners »
Washington, D, C., from May 1950 to September 1953, follbwed by amother tour
of duty as Plamming Officer at the Coast Cuard Yard umtil Febmzy 1956,
Hhih there ho attained the rnk of Captain,

_After commanding the 327+, Cutter TANEY in the FPacific for more tham
a year, he reported to the Coast Gusrd Academy, New Lomdom, Comm,, in Jume
. 1987 to serve as Eagimeering Maintensmse Officer amd Commamding Officer of
the Emlisted Perscmmel., On July 1, 1959, he was named Assistant Superin-
tendont of the Academy.

Following his nomimation as flag officer by the Presidemt om February 3,
1561, and the approval of the Semats to ramk as permsment Rear Admiral from
 July 1, 1961, RAIM Alger became Chief, Office of Emgineering at Cosst Cuard
!l;gqnmu He bevame Chief of Staff of the U, S, Coast Cuard om Jume 20,
1962,

In Jume I%h, lu ‘assuled command of the First Coast Guard Distrtct,
Bostom.. ‘Th Jube 1965, he became Commander, Eastern Area, and Commander,
Third Cosst Oward Dﬁtﬂnt, New York, Retired fram this post July 1, 1967.

- Im adéition to the Navy Commendatiom Medal, RADN Alger has the follow-
ing World Wer II campsigr service ribboms and nda‘.ht American Defense;
American Aree; Buropsun-African-Middls Esstern Area (ome star)j and the
© World U:.r II Vietory Medel, He slzo has ths Natiomal Defemse Service Medal,
k w T

‘ Following is resws. of appointasnts in rauki Ensign, July 13, 1931;
IReutemsmt (Ig); May 15, 1935} lieutenammt, July 1, 1939 Liewt. Commander,
- Ostober 2, 1942 Commuder, Jume 6, 19&5; Captaim, November 1, 1955;
xuu- Mnlul, Jn]q 1. 961.

m&o former Julis Isbell of Nashvills, Temm.




