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CHAPTER 1.

A. Appearance.
1. Smartness.

a. General Policy. The wearing of the
Coast Guard uniform should be a matter of
personal pride to all Coast Guard personnel.
Each member of the Coast Guard is representa-
tive of the United States Government and his
or her dress and conduct should be such as to
reflect credit upon himself or herself, the Coast
Guard and the country.

b. Quality. Clothing and equipment
shall be made of high quality materials and
constructed with a high standard of workman-
ship.

c. Cleaning. Uniforms shall be kept
scrupulously clean with lace, devices, and insig-
nia bright and free from tarnish and corrosion.

d. Headgear. Hats and caps shall be
worn squarely on the head, bottom edge hori-
zontal. Hair shall not be visible below front
brim or visor.

¢. Outerwear. Coats, jackets and
sweaters, when worn, shall be buttoned or
zippered.

f. Shoes. Shoes shall be kept well
shined and in good repair.

g. Miscellaneous. No articles, such as
pencils, pens, watch chains, fobs, pins, jewelry,
handkerchiefs, combs, cigars, cigarettes, pipes,
or similar items shall be worn or carried ex-
posed upon the uniform. Necklaces, crosses,
pendants, etc., shall not be worn exposed when
in uniform. Tie clasps, cuff links, shirt studs
and earrings shall be worn as prescribed else-
where in these regulations. Wearing of wrist
watches, identification bracelets and rings is
permitted with all uniforms; however, these
items shall be in good taste and appropriate to
the occasion, working or social, for which the

GENERAL REGULATIONS

prescribed uniform is worn. Wearing, strap-
carrying or hand-carrying, of useful rather than
purely ornamental clothing items such as sun-
glasses, cameras, briefcases or luggage is au-
thorized except in formations or at other times
when an unusual degree of uniformity is appro-
priate. No eccentricities or faddishness of dress,
Jjewelry or grooming shall be permitted.

2. Grooming.
a. General Policy.

(1) Grooming standards are based
on several elements including neatness, cleanli-
ness, safety, military image and the key ele-
ment which is the appearance in uniform of
members of the Coast Guard. The standards
established herein are not intended to be overly
restrictive nor designed to isolate Coast Guard
men and women from society. The limits set
forth are reasonable, enforceable and insure
that personal appearance contributes to a favor-
able military image yet allow a degree of indi-
vidual latitude. The seeming division between
the policy on grooming for male and female
members is simply a recognition that there is a
difference between sexes - beards and sideburns
for men, long hair and cosmetics for women.
The establishment of identical grooming and
personal appearance standards for men ‘and
women would not be in the best interests of the
Coast Guard and is not a factor in the assur-
ance of equal opportunity.

(2) The Superintendent, Coast
Guard Academy, Commanding Officers of
Training Centers; Cape May, Alameda, Re-
serve Training Center, Yorktown, and Station
Alexandria are authorized to establish more re-
strictive grooming standards for cadets, officer
candidates, enlisted recruits and members of the
permanent party. Restrictive grooming stan-
dards are not applicable to tenant commands of
the units authorized to establish such restrictive
standards.
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b. Men.

(1) Hair will be neat, clean and

present a groomed appearance. Hair will not
touch collar. Hair must be tapered from lower
hairline upward. Hair will be groomed so that
it does not touch ears or extend below eyebrows
when headgear is removed nor interfere with
proper wearing of headgear. Bulk of hair shall
not exceed 1-1/2 inches. Bulk is defined as the
distance that the mass of the hair protrudes
from the scalp when groomed (as opposed to
the length of the hair). The primary considera-
tion remains a neatly groomed appearance for
the hair style and the type of hair that the
individual has, with 1-1/2 inches bulk the maxi-
mum under any circumstances. :

(2) Military headgear will fit
properly and in no case will the bulk or length
of hair interfere with the proper wearing of any
military headgear.

(3) Varying hair styles are permit-
ted provided these styles meet the criteria of
bulk, tapered neck and sides, and do not inter-
fere with the proper wearing of military head-
gear. Corn-row style hair may not be worn
while in uniform or in a duty status.

(4) If an individual chooses to wear
sideburns, they will be neatly trimmed. Side-
burns will not extend below the bottom of the
earlobes, will be of even width (not flared) and
will end with a clean-shaven horizontal line.
‘‘Muttonchops’’, ‘‘ship’s captain™ or similar
grooming modes are considered to be merely
elongated sideburns and thus are not
authorized.

(5) If a beard or moustache is
worn, it shall be well groomed and neatly
trimmed at all times in order not to present a
ragged appearance.. No portion of a moustache
will extend below the lipline of the upper lip or
beyond a horizontal line extending across the
corners of the mouth and no more than 1/4”
beyond a verticle line drawn upward from the
corners of the mouth. Full and partial beards,
van dykes and goatees are authorized. Patches,
spotty clumps of facial hair are not considered
beards and as such are not authorized. The

bulk of a beard (distance that the mass of facial
hair protrudes from the skin on the face) shall
not exceed 1/2 inch. The length of individual
hair shall be limited to 3/4 inch. In certain
circumstances it will be necessary to restrict the
wearing of beards and moustaches. Beards and
moustaches cannot be permitted to interfere
with the mask-to-skin seal required for proper
wearing of oxygen masks, gas masks, or OBA
equipment. Similarly, for sanitary reasons, per-
sonnel engaged in food preparation will remain
clean-shaven, except that they may wear a
neatly trimmed moustache. Also, for uniformity
during public appearance as a distinctive ele-
ment of the Coast Guard, personnel who are
assigned to Ceremonial Honor Guard will be
clean-shaven.

(6) Wigs or hair pieces may be
worn by active duty and reserve personnel while
in uniform or duty status for cosmetic reasons
to cover natural baldness or physical disfigura-
tion. Wigs may be worn for other than cos-
metic purposes by Coast Guard Reserve
personnel during periods of inactive duty for
training (IDT); however, such wigs may not be
worn by Coast Guard Reserve personnel during
periods of active duty for training (ADT).
When a wig or hairpiece is worn it will be of
good quality and fit, present a natural appear-
ance, not interfere with the proper performance
of duty, not present a safety hazard and will
conform to the grooming standards set forth in
these regulations.

(7) Undergarments (undershirts and
drawers) shall be worn when in uniform.

c. Women.

(1) Hair ‘will be clean and neatly
arranged. When in uniform back hair may
touch but not fall below the bottom edge of the
collar. No hair shall show under the front brim
of the combination hat or the garrison cap.
Afro, natural, bouffant, and other similar hair
styles are permitted but exaggerated styles, in-
cluding those with excessive fullness or extreme
height, are not authorized. In no case shall the
bulk of the hair interfere with the proper wear-
ing of military headgear. Corn-row style hair
may not be worn while in uniform or in a duty
status.
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(2) Hair ornaments such as ribbons
will not be worn. Pins or combs similar in color
to the individual’s hair color may be worn.
Barrettes of brown color or gold metallic are
authorized but must not interfere with wearing
of military headgear. Visible hairnets will be
worn only if authorized and required for spe-
cific duty.

(3) Hairpieces or wigs, if worn,
while in uniform or in a duty status shall be of
good quality and fit, present a natural appear-
ance, not interfere with the proper performance
of duty, not present a safety hazard and will
conform to the grooming standards set forth in
these regulations. -

(4) Cosmetics shall be of conserva-
tive color and worn in good taste.

(5 One pair of small, maximum
quarter inch, round ball-style gold earrings are
permitted. No other earring types are permitted
to be worn with the uniform.

(6) Stockings shall be plain, flesh
tone. Undergarments (bras and panties) shall be
worn when in uniform and should be of such
color to minimize showing through outer items
of clothing.

3. Uniforms to be Provided and Worn.

a. General Policy. All Coast Guard
personnel shall provide themselves with an ade-
quate supply of the correct uniforms prescribed
in these regulations and are forbidden to pos-
sess or wear any other than the regulation uni-
form or insignia of their respective grade or
rate, or to wear decorations, medals, badges, or
their ribbons in any way other than that
prescribed.

b. Pay Grade/Rate. Coast Guard per-
sonnel shall at all times wear the uniform of
their respective grade or rate.

c. Reserve Personnel. When ordered
to active duty other than training duty, Reserve
personnel shall provide themselves with the
same uniforms and accessories as is required
for equivalent personnel in the Regular Coast
Guard.

4. Care of the Uniform. The longest ser-
vice of the various articles of the prescribed
uniform can be obtained only by proper care
and maintenance. The information contained
herein is presented in order that the useful life
of uniforms and equipment may be prolonged
and also that they may be worn with the justifi-
able pride which should distinguish a military.
uniform. No matter how well fitting a uniform
is when new, especially the coat, it will not con-
tinue to look its best or keep its shape unless it
is carefully put on and kept buttoned. The car-
rying of large or heavy objects in the pockets
will speedily destroy the shape of the best uni-
form. Uniforms should always be kept on
hangers when not in use. If uniforms are to be
put away for a long time and left undisturbed,
thoroughly clean, then pack away in an airtight
plastic bag with a packet of desiccant (drying
agent) enclosed to afford maximum protection,

5. Guides for Personal Use in Cleaning
Articles of Uniform.

a. Buttons. Buttons sometimes turn
green when the gold plating is worn off and the
copper base becomes covered with green copper
carbonate due to exposure to moist air. This
can be removed by rubbing gently with acetic
acid or any substance containing this acid, such
as vinegar or Worcestershire sauce, followed by
a thorough washing in fresh water.

b. Embroidered Insignia. Em-
broidered insignia may be kept bright by occa-
sional scrubbing with a nail brush and ammo-
nia which has been diluted with water. This
should be done as soon as there are any signs
of tarnishing or corrosion. If corrosion has
been allowed to continue until it has gained a

“foothold, the device cannot be restored to its

original condition.

c. Gold Lace. Gold bullion lace will
rapidly tarnish and deteriorate if in contact
with or hung near any substance containing
sulphur, such as rubber or ordinary manila or
kraft wrapping paper. Gold bullion lace should
normally be cleaned by an experienced tailer
although liquid non-toxic preparations and cer-
tain liquid cleaners available commercially may
be used if carefully applied in conformance with
manufacturer’s instruction.
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d. Metal Insignia. The gold filled
parts and the sterling silver rhodium finished
parts of metal insignia are cleaned by washing
with soap and water.

B. Uniforms of the Day.
1. General.

a. Definition. The Uniform of the Day
is the uniform prescribed by competent author-
ity for wear by all Coast Guard personnel
within a command or geographical area.

b. Traveling on Leave, Transfer or
TAD. When traveling in uniform on leave,
TAD, transfer, etc., the Service Dress Blue uni-
form may be worn as the standard travel uni-
form during any season of the year. The Tropi-
cal Blue Long uniform may be worn as a travel
uniform as may the Tropical White Long uni-
form for officers. After arrival at their destina-
tion and when reporting to their ultimate duty
station, personnel shall wear the uniform desig-
nated by the prescribing authority for that par-
ticular area.

c. Headgear. The cap or hat is con-
sidered an integral part of the uniform. How-
ever, uniform headgear will not be required to
be worn when cutters are at sea outside harbor
limits, except on specific watches specified by
the commanding officer, and on special cere-
monial occasions specified by the commanding
officer or higher authority. Uniform headgear
shall be worn in port, with suitable relaxations
for appropriate work. When outdoors, person-
nel shall remain covered at all times except
when ordered to uncover, or during religious
services not associated with a military cere-
mony; thus, unless ordered to uncover, person-
nel shall remain covered during the invocation
or other religious portions of ceremonies which
are military in nature, such as changes of com-
mand, ship commissionings, and launchings,
military burials, etc. The chaplain conducting
the religious portion of the ceremony will be
guided by the customs of his church with re-
spect to the wearing of the head covering. The
cap or hat is normally removed indoors. Of-
ficers or enlisted personnel in a duty status and
wearing side arms or a pistol belt shall not

remove headgear indoors except when entering
a space where a meal is being served or divine
services are being conducted. Personnel are per-
mitted to remove their cap or hat when travel-
ing inside any enclosed vehicle off base, except
that a cover shall be mandatory when entering
or within a military reservation. Where the size
of vehicle, the driver or passengers make wear-
ing of a cap impracticable or hazardous, the
good judgment of the individuals concerned
may require the cap to be removed. Female
personnel may wear the hat indoors in ac-
cordance with civilian social customs.

d. Traveling on Government Air-
craft. Coast Guard personnel traveling aboard
Government owned or operated aircraft shall
wear the appropriate uniform unless civilian
clothes are authorized in the individual’s orders
or leave papers. Normally, civilian clothing will
not be prescribed unless required by extenuat-
ing local circumstances or other regulations.
When civilian clothing is worn, it will be in
good taste and not in conflict with accepted
attire in the geographic area.

2. Authority to Prescribe.

a. Officer in Command. The com-
mander of each Coast Guard district shall pre-
scribe the uniform for the season, day or spe-
cial occasion to be worn by all personnel within
the geographical limits of his district. (Refer to
Enclosure 1). Personnel of Headquarters units
(less Coast Guard Academy) shall wear the uni-
form prescribed by the commander of the
Coast Guard district in which the unit is geo-
graphically located. The Superintendent, Coast
Guard Academy, shall prescribe the uniform
for wear by cadets and permanent detail. Com-
mander, Coast Guard Activities Europe, shall
prescribe the uniform for wear by units under

~ his command. Commandant (G-CAS)-shall pre-

1-4

scribe the uniform for wear by Coast Guard
personnel assigned to the Washington, D.C,,
area. A district commander may authorize the
senior officer present in any locality within his
district to prescribe a local uniform of the day
when variations in weather conditions warrant.
The personnel of all Coast Guard units domi-
ciled within the district shall wear the uniform
prescribed for the personnel on duty in that
district. Senior officers present afloat in district
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waters shall, insofar as practicable,- follow the
uniforms prescribed by the district commander
with regard to liberty parties and members of
their command operating ashore.

b. Optional Uniform Items. Where
optional uniform items are permitted, they will
be optional to the individual, and not to the
local commands. For special occasions such as
inspections where uniformity is required the
uniform will be prescribed by appropriate
authority. ,

c. Afloat and Outside Recognized
Districts. Afloat and at shore stations outside
the jurisdiction of any Coast Guard district, the
uniform of the day shall be prescribed by the
senior officer present.

d. Prescribed Uniforms. Prescribed
uniforms shall be designated in the terms used
in these regulations and shall include all appli-
cable personnel.

e. Honor Guard and Ceremonial
Units. Uniforms for Coast Guard Honor
Guard and Ceremonial Units shall be as pre-
scribed in Chapter 6 of this Manual.

f. Food Service Personnel. Uniforms
for food service personnel shall be as prescribed
in Chapter 7 of this Manual.

g. Band Personnel. Uniforms for the
Coast Guard Band shall be as prescribed in
Chapter 8 of this Manual. ’

3. 'Uniform Accouterments for Special
Duty Personnel.

a. Officer of the Deck. Side arms
and gloves may be prescribed by competent
authority. '

b. Officer of the Day. The officer of
the day and junior officer of the day on duty at
a shore station may wear an OOD or JOOD
brassard as appropriate. Side arms may be
prescribed.

c. Personnel Under Arms.

(1) Officers and chief petty officers
shall wear pistol and pistol belt when parading
with enlisted men under arms. The sword and
sword belt in lieu of the pistol and pistol belt,
may be prescribed for wear by officers required
to possess this equipment; other officers may
wear the sword if they possess it.

(2) When the pistol is carried, the
belt shall be worn outside of every coat, the
holster being worn slightly in front of the right
hip. If only one magazine pocket is worn, it
shall be at the left of the buckle. If two are
worn, they shall be at the right and left of the
buckle.

_ d. Shore Patrol and Beach Guard.

(1) Officers on shore patrol or
beach guard shall wear the uniform of the day,
SP brassard, and such other equipment desig-
nated by competent authority.

(2) Enlisted personnel on duty
ashore as members of the shore patrol or beach
guard shall wear the uniform of the day, with
pistol belt, SP brassard, night stick, and such
other equipment, designated by competent
authority.

(3) Officers and enlisted personnel
assigned to an Armed Forces Police Detach-
ment shall wear the same uniform and accesso-
ries prescribed in subparagraphs (1) and (2)
above, except that they shall wear a brassard
bearing the words ‘‘Armed Forces Police”
thereon in lieu of the SP brassard.

(4) Reflectorized materials may be
applied to accouterments for night visibility
when prescribed by competent authority.

e. Messengers. Personnel on duty as
officer of the deck’s messengers, and similar
official details shall wear the pistol belt.

4. Brassards.

a. Description and Wéaring. Bras-
sards are bands of cloth 11 inches long and 4



1-B-4.a(cont’d)

inches wide, and shall be fitted with ties or
elastic bands for securing to the right arm.
They shall be worn between the shoulder and
elbow on outer garments. See Figure 1-1 for
types of brassards.

b. Officer of the Day Brassard.
Consists of a band of navy blue cloth-4” wide
bearing gold color letters OOD appliqued on
the center of the band. The letters shall be
2-1/2” in height and 1-1/2” in width. Shall be
worn at shore stations by the officer of the day.

c. Junior Officer of the Day Bras-
sard. Same as OOD brassard except letters
JOOD are 2-1/4 in height and 1-1/4” in
width. Worn at shore stations by the junior
officer of the day.

d. Shore Patrol Brassard. Consists of
a band of navy blue cloth 4” wide bearing gold

colored letters SP appliqued on the center of’

the band. The letters shall be 3” in height and
2-1/2” in width. Shall be worn by members of
the shore patrol and beach guard while on duty.

e. Master At Arms Brassard. Cons-
ists of a band of navy blue cloth 4” wide bear-
ing gold color letters MAA on the center of the
band. The letters shall be 2-1/2” high. The M
shall be 2” wide and the A’s shall be 1-3/4”
wide. To be worn at shore stations by master at
arms when prescribed.

f. Armed Forces Police -Brassard.
Consists of a band of black cloth 4 wide bear-
ing the words ARMED FORCES POLICE in
yellow block letters appliqued on the center of
the band, one word above the other. The letters
shall be 13/16” high. Shall be worn by mem-
bers of an Armed Forces Police Detachment.

g. Captain of the Port Brassard.
This brassard shall consist of a band of red
cloth surcharged with navy blue block letters
COTP stitched on the band. The letters shall be
1-3/4” high, 1-1/4” wide and 1/2” distance
between the letters. The band shall be 12” long
by 4” wide and secured to the arm by a 1-1/4”
elastic tape. The four corners of the band shall
be beveled at 45° angles to a depth of 1-1/4”.
The brassard shall be worn, when the captain of

the port directs, by personnel engaged in port
security duties. The manner of wearing this
brassard is the same as other brassards.

h. Boarding Officer Brassard. The
brassard shall be as prescribed in this para-
graph except that the band is navy blue in color
and bears the words BOARDING OFFICER
in white block letters. The letters shall be
1-1/8” high by 13/16” wide, with 5/16” spac-
ing between letters. The word BOARDING
shall be above OFFICER with 1/2” vertical
spacing. The band shall be 12 long by 4™ wide
and secured to. the arm by a 1-1/4” elastic
tape. The four corners of the band shall be
beveled at 45° angles to a depth of 1-1/4". The
brassard shall be worn by the Coast Guard
officers and petty officers engaged in law en-
forcement boarding duties.

i. AMVER Boarding Officer Bras-
sard. This brassard shall be worn by the Coast
Guard personnel when boarding for the purpose
of distributing AMVER information. It shall be
worn on the left arm over the outer garment. It
consists of a blue and white AMVER pennant
on a white circular background 3” in diameter.
This device is centered on a Coast Guard Blue
4 wide band.

5. Funerals.
a. Mourning Badges.

(1) Officers shall wear mourning
badges when serving as honorary pallbearers at
military funerals or when attending military fu-
nerals in an official capacity; officers otherwise
attending military or- civilian funerals in uni-
form may wear mourning badges at their
discretion.

(2) Enlisted personnel shall be re-
quired to wear mourning badges at military
funerals while serving as honorary pallbearers
or while attending military funerals in an offi-
cial capacity, provided these badges are fur-
nished at no cost to the individual. Enlisted
personnel otherwise attending military or civil-
ian funerals in uniform may wear mourning
badges at their discretion.
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(3) Officers shall wear the mourn-
ing badge on the left sleeve of the outer gar-
ment, halfway between the shoulder and elbow.
Enlisted personnel shall wear the mourning
badge on the right sleeve of the outer garment,
halfway between the shoulder and elbow. The
badge shall be made of black crepe, 3" wide
and sufficiently long to fit around the arm.
When the sword is worn, officers shall also
wear a mourning badge 3" wide and 20 long,
knotted in the middle of the sword hilt.

b. White Gloves. Officers and enlisted
personnel may be required to wear white gloves
at military funerals. Officers and enlisted per-
sonnel may wear white gloves at other funerals
but shall do so only during the actual ceremo-
nies unless white gloves are an authorized part
of the uniform being worn.

6. Church Vestments. Chaplains may un-
cover or wear the vestments of the church to
which they belong on required occasions. When
participating in church services Coast Guard
personnel may wear the vestments of the
church, as appropriate.

7. Uniforms for Coast Guard Personnel
on Duty with other Services. Coast Guard
personnel on duty with Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, or Air Force organizations shall wear

Coast Guard uniforms appropriate to those

prescribed for personnel of the service con-
cerned. In combat areas or under other circum-
stances where the wearing of the Coast Guard
uniforms would be inappropriate, Coast Guard
personnel may wear the uniform of the other
service if provided at no expense to the individ-
ual. When such clothing is worn, appropriate
Coast Guard insignia shall be worn.

8. Organizational Clothing. Organiza-

tional clothing is defined as any clothing which -

- is issued to an individual by a Coast Guard unit
on a loan basis and therefore remains the
property of the Coast Guard and is returned to
the unit when the individual is transferred. The
standard uniforms provided enlisted personnel
and required for officers are intended to satisfy
his/her requirements in the majority of normal
work environments or tasks. Organizational
garments are used to meet the needs of the

individual under the more extreme conditions
generated by weather or unique work require-
ments. Unit allowances for organizational
clothing are set by the district commander to
match the unit needs. Units must procure and
make available to their personnel these organ-
izational garments and require their use when
circumstances warrant. Any federal supply
sources or commercial sources may be utilized
for purchase of organizational clothing. During
situations where uniforms or organizational
clothing are not sufficient to protect the indi-
vidual, (i.e. extreme cold), relaxation of uni-
form standards as necessary is authorized to
avoid individual discomfort or injury. Certain
specialized types of clothing are issued organ-
izationally as follows:

a. Special Clothing. Procedures for
the issue and disposition of special clothing,
which includes cold weather clothing, utility
clothing and wet weather clothing, are con-
tained in the Supply Support Handbook
(COMDTINST M44060.10).

b. NBC Protective Clothing. Proce-
dures and guidance for obtaining, maintaining
and disposing of NBC protective clothing are in
the Supply Support Handbook (COMDTINST
M4400.10).

c. Flight Clothing. Procedures and
guidance for the issue and disposition of flight
clothing are contained in the Supply Support
Handbook (COMDTINST M4400.10).

d. Judicial Robes. An allowance of
judicial robes is authorized to be established by
Commandant (G-L) and all district com-
manders and other units with military judges
attached for necessary use by the military
judges in conjunction with their court-martial
duties, Court of Military Review duties and on
appropriate ceremonial occasions. The robes

- shall be of commercially available design and

shall be individually fitted to the military judge.

Identification shall consist of the name and

grade of the judge to whom issued and MILI-
TARY JUDGE, USCG placed on the provided
identification tag within the robe.

e. Coveralls. Coveralls may be author-
ized for wear in those situations where normal -
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work clothing would become damaged or soiled
to such a point as to reflect unfavorably on the
member or the Coast Guard if worn through
the remainder of the member’s workday or
work assignment. District commanders shall
authorize in writing specific units which may
utilize coveralls and the purposes for which use
is authorized. Coveralls shall not be authorized
for convenience nor are they to merely replace
existing issued work uniform. The coverall shall
be the standard Navy coverall available through
Federal Supply sources. Identification will cons-
ist of the initials USCG placed in a straight
line across the left breast and back of coveralls.
All lettering will be white, 1> block type for the
front and 3” block type for the back.

9. Equivalent Uniforms.

a. General Policy. Uniforms with the
same designation are equivalent for all grades,
rates and categories of personnel, i.e., Service
Dress Blue, Tropical Blue, Undress Blue.

b. Prescribed Equivalent. Since all
categories of personnel do not have the same
range of uniforms, the following equivalents are
prescribed. Table 1-1 is a table of equivalent
uniforms for all Armed Forces.

(1) When Dinner Dress Blue Jacket
-is prescribed, officers below LCDR are permit-
ted to wear Dinner Dress Blue.

—-  (2) When Dinner Dress White
Jacket is prescribed; officers below LCDR are
permitted to wear Dinner Dress White.

(3) When Dinner Dress Blue or
White Jacket is prescribed all enlisted personnel
are permitted to wear Dinner Dress Blue.

(4) Tropical White uniform for of-
ficers is equivalent to Tropical Blue uniform for
all Coast Guard enlisted personnel.

(5) When prescribed, Full Dress
White for officers is equivalent to Full Dress
Blue for all other Coast Guard personnel.

10. Protective Clothing for Motorcycle
or Bicycle Operators.

a. General. Coast Guard personnel are
authorized to wear protective clothing with the
uniform while operating or riding as a pas-
senger on any two- or three-wheeled motor ve-
hicle or bicycle. “Protective clothing” means
clothing which would prevent or lessen injury,
especially to the skin, in the event of an
accident.

b. Motorcycle Clothing. Protective
clothing includes: helmet (headgear), boots or
heavy shoes, leather jacket and leather gloves
for motorcycle operators and high visibility gar-
ments, safety vests and hockey style helmets for
bicycle operators.

(1) Boots or heavy shoes, if worn in
lieu of uniform shoes, will be of plain design.
The jacket will be plain leather or a material
equal in protective qualities, unadorned except
for safety markings. Leather gloves or other
suitable protective gloves are authorized.

(2) Protective clothing may be
worn only while operating, or riding as a pas-
senger on any two- or three-wheeled motor ve-
hicle or bicycle. The procurement of this type
of clothing is the responsibility of the individ-
ual. Stowage of protective clothing on board
ship will be dependent upon availability of
space, and will be at the discretion of the com-
manding officer.

'(3) Helmets meeting Department of
Transportation, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 218’ or American National
Standards Institute Standard 290.1 or Snell
Memorial Foundation Performance Standards
for Motorcycle Helmets are approved for Coast
Guard use. As there are no standards for bicy-
cle helmets, only examples (i.e., Bell and
Mountain Safety) of acceptable helmets can be
provided as reference at this time.

11. Name Tags. Name tags shall be worn
on the breast in a position corresponding to
that of ribbons on the left, but shall not
be worn on any uniform when medals are
prescribed. '

1-9/(1-10 blank)






1-B.

12. Restrictions on Wearing the Uni-
form. Regular and Reserve members of the
Coast Guard will not wear the uniform during
occasions when wearing the uniform would tend
to bring discredit upon the Coast Guard or
when specifically prohibited by other directives
or regulations. Examples of occasions when a
uniform will not be worn include meetings or
demonstrations of subversive organizations
(those designated in E.O. 10450), during politi-
cal activities, during private employment or
while participating in outside activities where
wearing of the uniform would imply Coast

Guard sanction of the cause for which the ac-

tivity is conducted.

-13. Uniform Regulations for USPHS Of- -

ficers and U.S. Navy Chaplains when
Wearing the Coast Guard Uniform.

a. Public Health Service Officers.
The uniform for Public Health Service officers
detailed to the Coast Guard shall be the same
as the uniform prescribed for commissioned of-
ficers of the Coast Guard of corresponding
grades except that the Public Health Service
cap device insignia, sleeve insignia, and insignia
on shoulder marks shall be substituted for
Coast Guard insignia. Public Health Service
officers shall wear medals, ribbons, or other
insignia which they have been awarded. Coast
Guard awards shall assume precedence over
equivalent awards of other services when worn
on the Coast Guard uniform.

_ b. U.S. Navy Chaplain. U.S. Navy

chaplains detailed .to the Coast Guard and
electing to wear the Coast Guard uniform will
wear the cap device insignia, sleeve insignia,
and insignia on shoulder marks of the Navy
Chaplain Corps in lieu of Coast Guard insignia.
Collar insignia shall remain the same as worn
with the Navy.

C. Regulations and Laws Pertaining
to Uniforms.
1. Regulation Clothing.

a. All wearing apparel and insignia ob-
tained from or supplied through the Coast

Guard clothing supply system shall be con-
sidered regulation. Where gold and silver are
specified for insignia, synthetic metal base sub-
stitute certified in accordance with Chapter 10
is authorized for use by all personnel.

b. Articles purchased from other than
Clothing Stores by individual members of the
Coast Guard must conform to the Military
Specifications as regards outward appearance
and must not be of lower quality than that
specified. Any material may be used that is
approved by these regulations for the specific
article.

2. Standard Phraseology. When official
references are made to the uniforms and insig-
nia by any person in the Coast Guard, by any
command or activity in any official publication,
thi,d terms set forth in these regulations shall be
used.

3. Specifications and Standard Sam-
ples.

a. The Commandant (G-P) shall pre-
pare specifications for all articles of uniform
and insignia prescribed for Coast Guard per-
sonnel. All articles issued shall conform in
every respect to the standard sample and its
applicable specification.

b. Specifications and standard samples,
as approved by the Commandant (G-P) of
every issue article of uniform and insignia
which is special to the Coast Guard shall be
kept at the Defense Personnel Support Center,
Philadelphia, PA.

‘4. Inspections.

a. Commanding officers shall- require
the clothing of all nonrated personnel to be
inspected by division officers at regular inter-
vals to insure that each person possesses his
prescribed outfit. Clothing of petty officers may
be inspected on an individual basis if appropri-
ate. ’

b. Prior to transfer to another cutter or

-station the outfit of all nonrated personnel shall
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be inspected and the individual shall be re-
quired to have at least the- minimum clolhmgv

outfit as prescribed herein.

5. Coast Guard Uniform Board. A Coast
Guard Uniform Board will be convened approx-
imately once each 4 years, or at the pleasure of
the Commandant, to consider routine recom-
mendations for changes to the uniform. Recom-
mendations of the Board.are submitted to the
Commandant for approval. During the 4 year
interim between Uniform Boards, any uniform
proposals of an emergent nature will be brought
to the attention of the Commandant by the
Chief, Office of Personnel. Approved recom-
mendations are promulgated as changes to U.S.
Coast Guard Uniform Regulations.

6. Coast Guard Uniform Board Policy.

a. Decisions concerning uniform policy
over the years have tended to retain the neat,
conservative style and appearance of uniforms
and insignia. As a result, a fair consistency in
detail can be identified, but with certain obvi-
ous exceptions. Details of Coast Guard service
and dress uniform conventions are set forth be-
low. The following paragraph is not intended to
discourage change, but is to assist in identifying
what is consistent with Coast Guard uniform
policy. It should be noted that, while the regu-
lations for wearing and marking work clothing
are designed to parallel the conventions of ser-
vice and dress uniforms, the suitability of this
clothing to the work intended is its primary
characteristic.

b. The uniform with its various insignia
and devices is designed primarily to indicate on
sight those belonging to the Coast Guard and
to show at a glance their grade, specialty or
rating and hence the authority and responsibil-
ity imposed by law upon those wearing it. Inso-
far as possible, officer and enlisted uniforms
will be the same and sew-on insignia shall be
held to a minimum.

7. U.S. Coast Guard Regulations
(CG-300) Pertaining to Uniforms.

a. Section 4-1-15 authorizes the com-
manding officer to issue clothing and small

store items to enlisted personnel in a nonpay
status.

b. Section 14-6-12 indicates what uni-
forms are required in connection wnh passing
honors and official visits.

c. Section 14-10-3 sets forth the re-
quirement for the .wearing of the mourning
badge.

8. Coast Guard Organization Manual
(CG-229) 'Articles Pertinent to. Uniforms.
Part 11 assigns responsibility to Commandant
(G-P) to direct, supervise and. administer the
functions of the Permanent Uniform Board,
maintain the Uniform Regulations; and main-
tain all records pertaining thereto.

9. Personnel Manual (CG-207) Regula-
tions Pertaining to Uniforms.

a. Article 8-A-12 directs the com-
manding officer to follow procedures in han- .
dling personal effects of absentees.

b. Article 11-A-11 outlines procedures
for the disposition of personal effects of person-
nel deceased, captured missing or mcapacn-
tated.

c. Article 12-B-53 states that a person
discharged from the Coast Guard for reasons
that require him to surrender his outer uniform
clothing shall be furnished with necessary civil-
ian outer clothing.

10. Clothing Allowance for Enlisted Per-
sonnel. Section 418, Title 37, U.S. Code,
states that the President may prescribe the
quantity and kind of clothing which shall be
provided enlisted personnel of the Coast Guard
and Coast Guard Reserve. With the exception
of an initial clothing issue and situations where
free issue or replacement in-kind is authorized,
a monthly cash allowance is paid to enlisted
personnel for the purpose of maintaining the
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required numbers of uniforms and ensuring
their continued good condition. This allowance
is based upon the useful life of the various
uniforms provided.

D. Civilian Clothing.
I. General.

a. Unless the Commandant directs that
uniforms be worn at all times, and except as
noted elsewhere in this Chapter, civilian cloth-
ing may be worn by all officers and enlisted
personnel within the Western Hemisphere and
in United States possessions outside the West-
ern. Hemisphere, in accordance with the follow-
ing regulations. Area commanders, district
commanders and senior officers present may
suspend this privilege to meet local conditions,
advising the Commandant (G-P) when such ac-
tion is taken.

b. Officers and enlisted personnel are
permitted to have civilian clothing in their pos-
session aboard ship and at Coast Guard units
ashore. Such clothing may be worn while leav-
ing or returning to ships or stations, while
awaiting transportation after permission to
leave the ship has been given, while on author-
ized leave, liberty, or in any off-duty status on
shore. When the privilege of wearing civilian
clothing is suspended by the Commandant, all
Coast Guard personnel shall ensure that civilian
clothing is not kept aboard ship. This article
permits the wearing of civilian clothing while in
a travel status when such travel is performed
via public carrier or private conveyance, or
when authorized by the Commandant. The Su-
perintendent, Coast Guard Academy, Com-
manding Officers of " Training Centers; Cape
May, Alameda, and Reserve Training Center
Yorktown are authorized to establish restric-
tions on the posession and wearing of civilian
clothing for cadets, officer candidates and
recruits. :

c. Certain areas within the shore com-
mand may be declared off limits to all persons
not in the uniform of the day; however, these
areas may not include any of the following:

(1) Mess hall.
(2) Barracks.

(3) Lounges,
recreation areas.

clubs, stores or

d. Civilian clothing shall be ‘authorized
for wearing by all hands assigned to floating
units when departing on or returning from
liberty.

e. When civilian clothing is worn,
Coast Guard personnel shall ensure that their
dress and personal appearance are appropriate
for the occasion and will not tend to bring
discredit upon the Coast Guard. The mode of
dress should be a matter of personal preference
of the individual, however, minimum standards
of dress shall be adhered to. These standards
should be consistent with current fashion and
military neatness.

f. Coast Guard women who are preg-
nant are authorized to wear appropriate, con-
servative civilian attire commensurate with the
prescribed uniform of the day when their uni-
forms no longer fit. General standards of ap-
pearance governing hair, jewelry, and cosmetics
for personnel wearing the uniform, and ad-
dressed elsewhere in this Chapter, will be
adhered to by women authorized to wear ma-
ternity clothes in lieu of the uniform.

2. Wearing in Foreign Countries.

a. If the laws of a country prohibit the
wearing of foreign uniforms, civilian clothing
only shall be worn.

b. Personnel on leave and traveling in a
foreign country should normally wear civilian
clothes.

3. Prescribed for Military Reasons. The
requirement for enlisted personnel to wear civil-
ian clothing in the performance of their official
duties is established by the Commandant. Com-
manding officers are not authorized to direct
enlisted personnel to wear civilian clothing in
the performance of official duties unless civilian
clothing allowance has been authorized or ap-
proved. If a civilian clothing allowance is not
authorized in a member’s permanent change of
station orders, it must be requested from Com-

- mandant (G-P). Officer personnel shall not be

permitted to wear civilian clothing in the dis-
charging of their official duties unless specifi-
cally authorized elsewhere in these regulations,
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authorized in their permanent change of station
orders or approved by the Commandant (G-P).

4. Personnel on Special Duty.

a. Officers under instruction at civilian
educational institutions and in civilian industrial
establishments may wear civilian clothes at all
times.

b. Personnel on duty at Coast Guard
Headquarters, Washington, D.C. may wear ci-
vilian clothes according to guidelines estab-
lished and published by the Commandant.

c. Civilian clothing shall be worn by
officers and by enlisted personnel authorized by
the Commandant while performing Merchant
Marine Safety duties such as on board mer-
chant vessels or at shipyards unless the wearing
of civilian clothing under the circumstances is
impracticable. Officers and enlisted personnel
assigned to Merchant Marine Safety duties
which ordinarily require a continued presence in
an office shall wear the prescribed uniform. On
occasions such as a public ceremony, evening
functions, and the like, where personnel are
appearing as representatives of the Coast
Guard, the uniform shall be worn, except when
the purpose or circumstances of the occasion
can best be served by wearing civilian attire.

d. Special agents shall wear civilian
clothing rather than military uniform through-
out assignment to intelligence duties. It is
recognized that special agents may appear in
areas where a typical military haircut makes
them conspicuous. Accordingly, district com-
manders may grant permission on an individual
basis for special agents to wear sideburns and

hair styles that are in keeping with today’s styles. -

e. District commanders may authorize
law specialists to wear civilian clothing when
they appear in courts which prohibit the wear-
ing of uniforms by attorneys representing the
United States.

5. Wearing of Articles of Uniform with
Civilian Clothes. No part of the prescribed
uniform or equipment shall be worn at the
same time that civilian clothes are worn, except
articles which do not present a distinctive Coast
Guard appearance, such as raincoats, shoes,
socks, gloves, underwear, etc.

6. Service Ribbons on Nonmilitary Uni-
forms. The wearing of service ribbons on non-
military uniforms by personnel who earned the
ribbons while members of the Coast Guard is
permitted, provided that the organization under
whose auspices the nonmilitary uniform is fur-
nished or required also permits the custom.

E. Wearing of Uniforms by Personnel
Not on Active Duty.

1. Retired Personnel.

a. Retired officers and enlisted person-
nel, not on active duty, shall be entitled to wear
the prescribed uniform of the grade or rate held
on the retired list when the wearing of the
uniform is considered to be appropriate.

b. They are prohibited from wearing
the uniform in connection with nonmilitary ac-
tivities of a business nature.

c. Retired personnel not on active duty
residing or visiting in a foreign country, shall

_not wear the uniform except when attending, by

formal invitation, ceremonies or social func-
tions at which the wearing of the uniform is
required by the terms of the invitation or by the
regulations or customs of the country.

d. The uniform shall conform with
these regulations, except that in pattern their
uniforms and equipment may be either as pre-
scribed herein or at the time of their retirement.

e. If retired personnel are ordered to
active duty, they shall wear the uniform pre-
scribed for officers and enlisted personnel, re-
spectively, on active duty.
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2. Reserve Personnel.

a. Members of the Coast Guard Re-
serve not on active duty shall wear the uniforms
of their grade or rate when:

(1) Performing inactive duty train-
ing.

(2) Performing active duty for
training and the necessary trave