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ORGANIZATION

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

(In Conformity to Act of Congress Approved June 18, 1878,)

SUMNER 1. KIMBALL, General S8aperintendent, Washington, D. C.

FRANK BAKER, Assistant General Superintendent, Washington, D. C.

Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector of Life-Sav-
ing Stations, No. 24 State street, New York City.

Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Superintendents of Construc-
tion Life-Saving Stations,
Atlantic and Lake Coasts.

Marine, No. 24 State street, New York City.
Capt. GRORGE W. MOORE, United States Revenue
Marine, No. 24 State street, New York City.
Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Superintendents of Construc-
tion Life-Saving Stations,
Pacific Coast.

Marine, No. 24 State street, New York City.
Capt. JoEHN W. WHITE, United States Revenue Va-
rine, No. 24 State street, New York City.

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS.

First Distriot. }Lient. OscAR C. HAMLET, United States Revenue Marine, Post-office

Second District. Building, Boston, Massachusetts.

Third District.—Lient. CHARLES F. SHOEMAKER, United Statea Revenue Marine, Cen-
tre Moriches, New York.

Fourth Distriot.—Lieut. CHARLES H. McCLELLAN, United States Revenue Marine,
Tom’s River, New Jersey.

Fiftk District. }Lieut. JoHN F. WiLp, United States Revenue Marine, Onancock,

Sizth District. Virginia.

Seventh Distriot.—Capt. JORN C. MiTcHELL, United States Revenue Marine, Custom-
House, Charleston, South Carolina.

FEighth District. —Capt. HENRY T. BLAKE, United States Revenue Marine, Custom-
House, Galveston, Texas.

Ninth District.  Lieut. ROBERT M. CLARK, United States Revenue Marine, Custom-
Tenth Distriot. House, Detrcit, Michigan.

Eleventh District.—Lieut. JAMES H. ROGERS, United States Revenue Marine, Custom-
House, Chicago, Illinois.

Troelfth District.—Capt. JoEN W. WHITE, United States Revenune Marine, East Oak-
land, Alameda County, California.

Capt. GEORGE W. MOORE, United States Revenue Marine, on special duty, No. 24
State street, New York City.

Lieut. WoRTH G. Ross, United States Revenue Marine, on special duty, Washing-
ton, D. C.

Lieut. JaAMxs L. SiLL, United States Revenue Marine, on temporary duty, Washing-
ton, D. C.

]



6 : ORGANIZATION.

DISTRICT S8UPERINTENDENTS.

First Distriot.—JoBN M. RICHARDSON, Portland, Maine.

Second District.—BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, East Orleans, Massachusetts.

Third District.—ARTHUR DOMINY, Bay Shore, New York.

Fourth District.—JoBN G. W. HAVENS, Point Pleasant, New Jersey.

Fifth District.—BENJAMIN 8. RicH, Onancock, Virginia.

Sizth District.—THOMAS J. POYNER, Poplar Branch, North Carolina.

Seventh District.—FRANK W. 8aM8, New Smyrna, Florida.

Eighth Distriot. —WILLIAM A. HUTCHINGS, Galveston, Texas.

Ninth District.—DAvID P. DoBBINS, Buffalo, New York.

Tentn Distriot.—JEROME G. K1AR, S8and Beach, Michigan. ‘

Eleventh District. —NATHANIEL ROBBINS, Grand Haven, Michigan.

Twelfth Distriot. —THoMAS J. BLAKENEY, Appraiset’s Building, 8an Francisco, Cali-
fornia.

ASSISTANT DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT.
Third Distriot.—JoHN WATERS, Newport, Rhode Island.
BOARD ON LIFR-S8AVING APPLIANCES.

EpwARD BURGKESS, No. 50 State street, Boston, Massachusetts, President.

Capt. JaMEs H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector of Life-Saving
Stations, No. 24 State Street, New York City. .

Capt. DAVID A. LYLE, Ordnance Department, United States Army, Box 2253, Boston,
Massachusetts.

Lieut. WorTH G. Ross, United States Revenue Marine, Assistant Inspector Life-
Saving Stations, Washington, D. C., Recorder.

BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, Superintendent Second Life-Saving District, East Orleans,
Massachusetts.

Davip P. DoBBINs, Superintendent Ninth Life-Saving District, Buftalo, New York.

JoHN WATERS, Assistant Superintendent Third Life-Saving District, Newport, Rhode
Island.



] LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washington, D. C., November 26, 1889.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the Life-Saving Service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889,
and of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for the mainte-
nance of the Service for that period, in accordance with the requirements
of section 7 of the act of June 18, 1878.

A compilation of the statistics of wrecks and casualties which have
occurred on or near the coasts and on the rivers of the United States,
and to American vessels at sea or on the coasts of foreign countries,
collected under authority of the act of June 20, 1874, is appended.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
SUMNER 1. KIMBALL,
General Superintendent.
Hon. WiLL1AM WINDOM,
Secretary of the Treasury.
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REPORT

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

OPERATIONS.

The number of stations embraced in the Life-Saving Establishment at
the close of the last fiscal year was two huundred and twenty-tive, dis-
tributed upon the sea and lake coasts as follows:

First Distriot (coast of Maine and New Hampshire) ......cceeeeveieeiiianannen. 10
S8econd District (coast of Massachusetts). ......cocuviueiniiierieninaciannnaans 19
Third District (coast of Rhode Island and Long Island)......cccocooienaaaae... 38
Fourth District (coast of New Jersey).......c.ccecceeiocereccaraccaceccecanas 41
Fifth District (coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles). .....coccooeaioan... 16
S8ixth District (coast from Cape Henry to Cape Fear River)..cccc..coveaoa.... 28
Seventh District (coast of Sonth Carolina, Georgia and eastern Florida) ........ 12
Eighth Distriot (Gulf Goa8t). .ceeeecoenerioennienantacmeroocennecaneaccennns 8
Ninth District (Lakes Erie and Ontario) . .....c..cccoceeieaan.aan.. [N 10
Tenth District (Lakes Huron and Superior).....ceecececeieaineiiiiioanancnnans 13
Eleventh District (Lake Michigan)......c.ccoucerriemaeioiccnrecocetacacnacan 23
Twelfth District (Pacificcoast).......oceeaminiioiiiieiiiceianneiicananns 7

TOtB] - ceeeeeieeneteeecmececeececnccnccccecccceaceccacoenscance cacennnn 225

Of these stations one hundred and seventy-two were on the Atlantic,
forty-five on the lakes, seven on the Pacific, and one at the Falls of the
Obhio, Louisville, Kentucky.

The following statement shows the periods of the employment of surf-
men at such of the stations as were manned with crews during any por-
tion of the year, which periods, respectively, constituted what is termed
the active season :

Employment of surfmen, season of 1888-'89,

Stations. Period of employment.

Distriot.

Quodd%aﬂe.d Cross Iuland, Crumple Island, | 6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1888,
Cranberry f-lao. ‘White Head, Hunniwell’s to November 30, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each
Beach, Cape Elizabeth, Fletcher's Neck, from December 1, 1888, to April 30, 1889, inclusive.
Jerry’s Point, and Rye Beach.
2 | Plum Island, Davis Neck, North Scituate, | 6 sarfmen at each station from September 1, 1888,
Fourth Cliff, Gurnet, Manomet Point, Race to November 30, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each
Pointbl’eakad Hill Bara, High Head, High- from December1, 1888, to A pril 30, 1889, inclusive.
land, Pamet River, Cahoon's Hollow, Nau-
m Orleans, Chatham, Coskata, Surfside,
Muskeget.

n
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Employment of surfmen, season of 1882-'39—Continued.

‘ District.

10

n

Stations.

Period of employment.

Monowmoy........ cececcscscncncsnsnenienen .

Brenton’s Point, Nartagansett Pier, Point
Judith, Watch Hill, New Shoreham, Block
Island, Ditch Plain, Hither Plain, Na-

ue, Amagansett, Georgios, ﬂocox.
uthampton, Shinnecock, Tiana, Quogne,
Petunk, Moriches, Korge River, Smith's
Point, Bellport, Blue Point, Lons Hill,
Point of Woods, Fire Island, Oak lsland,
Gilgo, Jonea’s Beach, Zach'a Inlet, Short
Beach, Point Lookout, LonE Beach, Far
Rockaway, Rockaway, Rockaway Point,
Coney Island, and Eaton's Neck.

Sandy Hook, Spermaceti Cove, Seabrli;;ht,
Monmouth Beach, Lo‘nﬁ Branch, Deal
Shark River, Spring Lake, Squan Beach,
Bayhead, Mantoloking, Chadwick's, Tom's
River, Island Beach, Cedar Creek, Forked
River, Barnegat, Loveladies Island, Har-
vey's Cedars, S8hip Bottom, Long Beach,
Bond's, Little Egg, Little Beach, Brigan-
tine, South Brigantine, Atlantic City, Ab-
secon, Ureat zla. Ocean City. eck’a
Beach, Corson's Inlet, Sea Isle City, Town-
send’'s Inlet, Tatham's, Hereford Inlet,
(l)!olly lileach, Turtle Gut, Cold Spring, and

a) ay.

Lomg: Cape Henlopen, Rehoboth Beach, In-
dian River Inlet, Ocean City, North Beach,
Green Llun Inlet, Pope's Island, Assa-
teague Beach, Wallop's Beach, \¥acha-
preague, Paramore’s Beach, Cobb’s 1sland,
and Smith's Island.

Hoglsland .....cccceveneniinncncccannna. ceenee

Matomkin Inlet

Cape Henry, Seatack, Dam Neck Mills, Lit-
tle Island, Falae Cape, Wash Woods, Cur-
rituck Inlet, Whale's Head, Poyner's Hill,
Caffey’s Inlet, Paul Gawmiel's Hill, Kitty
Hawk, Kill Devil Hills, Nag's Head, Bo-
die's 1sland, Oregon [unlet, Pea Island, New
Inlet, Chicamicomico, Gull Shoal, Little
Kinnakeet, Big Kinnakeet, Cape Hatteras,
Creed's ﬂill, Durant's, Ocracoke, Cape
Lookout, and Cape Fear.

Morris Island, and Jupiter Inlet .............

Santa mm‘uts, Velasco, Saluria, Aran.

Sandy, Oswego, Charlotte, Buffalo, Erie,
airport, Cleveland, and Point Marble

head.
Louisville.cececereniiicnececncncen escasenns

Sand Beach, Pointe anx Barques, Grindstone
Citg Ottawa Point, Sturgeon Point, and
Middle Island,

Thunder Bay Island ................ cemeenans

Bi

Hammond’s Bay ........... essassesccenanenns

Vermillion Point, Crisp's, Two Heart River,
and Muskallonge Lake.

Ship-Canal...cceceevcercioancsrecacorcncecs

North Manitou Island

Point Betsy, Frankfort, Manistee, Grande
Pointe an Sable, Muskegon, Saint Joscph,
Racine, Sheboyfun, Two Rivers, and Stur-
goon Bay Canal.

7 surfmen from September 1, 1888, to November 30,
1888, inclusive,and 8 from December 1, 1888, to
April 30, 1889, inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1888,
to November 30, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each
from December 1, 1888, to A pril 80, 1889, inclusive.

tati 4 ormh

6 surfmen at each from Sep 1, 1888,
to November 30, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each
from December 1, 1888, to A pril 30, 1889, inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1888,
to November 30, 188&, Inclusive, and 7 at each
from December 1, 1888, to April 30, 1889, inclusive.

8 aurfmen from September 1, 1888, to April 30, 1889,
incluasive.

7 surfmen from April 1 to 30, 1889, inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1888,
to November 30, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each
from December 1, 1888, to A pril 30, 1889, inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1888,
to April 30, 1889, iuclusive.

0 surfinen at each station from September 1, 1888,
to April 30, 1889, inclusive.

7 surfmen from February 12, 1889, to April 30, 1889,
inclusive.

7 surfmen at each station from Jaly 1, 1888, to De-
comber 15, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 8, 1889, to June 30, 1889, inclusive.

6 surfmen from July 1,1888, to June 30, 1889, in-
clusive.

8 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1888, to De-
comber §, 1888, inclusive, and 8at each from April
1, 1889, to June 30, 1889, inclasive.

8 surfmen from July 1, 1888, to December 9, 1888,
inclusive, and 8 from April 1, 1889, to June 30,
1889, inclnsive.

8 surfmen from July 1, 1888, to December9, 1888, in-
clusive, and 8 from April 3, 1889, to June 30, 1889,
inclusive.

7 surfmen at each station from July 1,1888, to No-
vember 30, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 17, 1889, to June 30, 1889, inclusive.

8 surfmen from Jaly 1, 1888, to November 30, 1888,
inclusive, and 8 from April 20, 1889, to June 30,
1889, inclusive,

7 surfmen from July 1, 1888, to November 20, 1888,
inclusive, and 7 from April 10, 1889, to Jane 30,
1889, incluaive.

7 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1888, to De-
cember 5, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each from A pril
1, 1889, to June 30, 1889, inclusive.
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Employment of surfmen, season of 1888-'89—Continued.

Y]
Q
g Stations. Period of employment.
(=}
Lndinium, Grand Haven, Chicago, and Mil- | 7 sarfmen at each station from July 1,1 to De-
waukee. cember 12, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 1,1889, to June 30, 1889, inclusive.
Pent Water, White River, Holland, South | 7 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1888, to No-
Haven, and Kenosha. vember 30, 1888, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 1,1889, to June 30, 1889, inclusive.
Evanston ......... erestccccecacancaccancsnnns 8 surfmen from July 1, 1£88, to November 30, 1888,
inclusive, and 6 from April 1, 1829, to June 30,
1889, inclusive.
12 [ Shoalwater Bay, Humboldt Bay, and Golden | 6 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1888, to June
Gate Park. 30, 1889, inclusive.
Cape Disappointment.........ccceeeeuee..... 8 :iarf;nen from July 1, 1888, to June 30, 1889, in-
usive.

In the foregoing statement but two stations in the Seventh District
are included, the remaining ten being simply well-provisioned houses of
refuge for the shipwrecked, under the charge of keepers only. Crews
are not employed at these stations, for reasons which have been stated
in former reports.

STATISTICS. .

The reports of the district officers show that during the year there
were three hundred and seventy-eight disasters to documented vessels
within the scope of station operations. On board these vessels were
three thousand one hundred and six persons, of whom thirty-eight were
lost.

The estimated value of the vessels was $4,680,175, and that of their
cargoes $1,663,705, making the total valne of property involved $6,343,-
880. Of this amount $4,995,130 was saved and $1,348,750 lost. The
number of vessels totally lost was sixty-three.

In addition to the foregoing there were one hundred and forty-nine
casualties to smaller craft, such as sail-boats, row-boats, etc., on which
there were three hundred and sixteen persons, one of whom was lost.
The value of the property involved in these instances is estimated at
$72,865, of which $59,295 was saved and $13,570 lost.

The results of all the disasters within the scope of the Service aggre-
gate, therefore, as follows: )

Total namber of Aisasters ... .o icuoie oo, 527

Total value of property involved........... cenene ceceeceneaconaas ceee. $6,416,745
Total value of property saved ........... et eeesaccensicecnacacasaaanas $5, 054,425
Total value of property 108t .... ..coceiaaiaimn it iiaaeeaa, $1, 362, 320
Total number of persons involved........... teccccnccanannes cveccencens 3,422
Total number of persons 108t.....ccceeeeeeat cieecrcececaceacccccnanans 39
Total number of shipwrecked persons snccored at stations.............. ~87
Total number of days’ succor afforded........cceeviieineaneicananaes 1,732
Number of vessels totally 108t .. cccecein et vennervenmcnconcarccacancenn 63

* Including two hundred and seventy-seven persons not on vessels in tables.
t Including four hundred and sixty-four days’ succor to persons not on vessels in
tables.
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The apportionment of the foregoing statistics to the Atlantic, Lake
and Pacific coasts, respectively, is shown in the following table: *

*Including the river station at Louisvillo, Kentucky.

tTheee figures include persons to whom succor was given who were not on board vessels embraced

in tables.

The ai)port,ionment to the several districts is as follows:

First Distriot.

Number of disasters «... . cccueeamocascaotieaeaoe i iiacaiacacaaan,
Value of vessel8..ou.. coencieeceee e ieccaae e eeeccrceeeeean.
Value of CATgOOB. ... ccceeneceameaeencaenancacacenicanne connnnannana
Total value of property ...... ..o ooie it oiie i aacaiaiaenanns
Number of persons on board vessels.........cceeeeeiiiicaninnanne...
Number of persons 108b. ... ..o cimemr i it ceeeneen
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.. ..... - ameccscscene
Number of days’ succor afforded .ccaa...ooomniiniimanniiiieiaicnianan.
Value of property 8aved........ccceeeenimeeieacnnnanana. cecmen taeane
Value of property 108t «... oot iee i ciiiceeenaccenananan
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ........ccccuveeceen..

Second District.

Number of disasters.............. eeeetecetacenecesctannancacanscnanes
Value of vessels.....c.cceeiemonrcamecoaeiaiiicaeccaeaacecaeacaceaeae .
Value of CATgOoes.- ... . cccuemmaeacacmaacacneccceetcoennnen [
Total value of Property .ccee. cceeeecareiminacecaaceacaccanncecanan
Number of persons on board vessels .......ccececvecicaacancanieiennas
Number of persons 108t ......cc.cieemmemioeiicecaceciecnananann..
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations....................
Number of days’ succor afforded .......c..cccveeecncaccccocacainaannna.
Value of property saved.........c.ccceneee eeecccecssecamsttcccacennnae
Value of property lost ......... eeeesececicaceasacsscsssteecasans PR
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels. cceeaececann ... .

. Third Distriot.
Number of disasters ...cc.eeeeen cceneevaceaccescaamacsacsscccccnecncnea
Value Of Ve88618.c.e.vcccceceeceeccanasacaccscacncssccscccocecacan cene
Value of CAarg0e8 .c.cue eennecaeieniicanacacesasnocsoces cocmoccacnnanns

Total value of Property...ceeccccceeecacareemnamescesamesmcecceacecenns .
Number of persons on board veasels........cceeseveencacacsecaecanannn,

$311, 600
$159, 705
$471,305

336

104

$320,110
$151,195

40

$343, 550
$93, 490
$437, 040
331

149
$326,950
$110, 090

$463, 620
$112, 485
$576, 105
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Third District—Continued.

Number of personslost............coccuiiiiriiiii et iacnanoiaaann. None.
Number of shipwrecked pereons succored at stations.................... 41
Number of days’ succor afforded. .......coovtiiie i iiiiannaiaaan.. 87
Value of property saved.... .. .cccceeeeeamiciimiir e iiinenerennanens $427,920
Value of property 108t .. .cc. . ooenie et e et e $143, 185
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.............. vereeaes 5
Fourth District.
Number of disasters. ... .ccuoeieemniiiit it iiai e 44
Value of vessels ..........ccecceeaenan e i ameeseeecescmcacs e aaaas $278,135
Value of cargoes.......ccoevceeiveneaennnn. teseeccnecntroctsannaiinans $145, 365
Total value of Property - .o .ceeocveecesiaecrecaeaeeucccnnacaan. e $423, 500
Number of persons on board vessels ..........ccceeevuieeceaancnnnan.. 247
Number of persons 108t . ... .coenieeaa o, None.
Numberof shipwrecked persons succored at station ...........cce...... [: )
Number of days’ succor afforded. ceee .. coeepoeevrocnt cceemnnannnnnnn.. 122
Value of property saved .. ....ccocnveieemniiioi i, $367,875
Value of property 108t .. ....covememeomce i iiiiiiaeii et $55, 625
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ...... ..... e eenas 4

Fifth District.

Number of disasters. .. .oocoeueermiaitie it e aaaae 35
Value of vessels. ... .o coeaaie i it $230, 105
Value of cargoes ....c.cocaceecanan.nan.. ettt e e eeeaa, $195, 765
Total value of property ... ...t e, $425, 870
Number of persons on board vessels........ccoeeeiieanncaan .o, reeees 205
Number of persons 108t . ... ..ccveiemeeeiannt tiiiiiiiiaeciertneaee vuann None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ................... 67
Number of days’ succor afforded.................. ool 176

Value of property saved. .cccce oo oo e n i $228, 630
Valae of property 10st. ... oo o e $197,240
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels................... e 10

Sizth District.

Number of disa8ters.. . ....c.veeeeeiiieincieeiionceetaceccaraccecnnane 45
Value Of VOBBOIB. ..o cor eeeeteccne ceeeionaceaace cecees scavecanr sanmescnne $673, 300
Value of CArgoes ... .oouee e i ettt e $280, 140
Total value of Property . .....cecee iomeimmoniiiioiiniinanceeann.. $953, 440
Number of persons on board vessels.........ceeioiiiiaiiiiiiii.... 562
Number of persons 108t. . .cccoceece coneiaameiaoiiianetciiiniaiaiane. 7
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ................... 118
Number of days’ succor afforded. ....o.oooeeeeeoi i 460
Value of property 8aved. ..ccee oo oioiic i $624,275
Valae of property 108t ... .. .ccoiiiitittmmmeniiini i $329, 165
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...................... 15

Seventh Distriot.

Number of disastors. . ... .o veeniiieeiicicaceeaaiiateiencceaaenccnns 7
Value of Vessels. .c.uveecceceeeteeccecaaceeacaacesccacenceaseceaonecnns $25, 780
Value Of CATZOEB . ccenvemaaccoe taen cecceesentsaet e tacarcnnnsonnns $4,510
Total value of Property - ... .cco e ieit cimmimeet cieeieceeecaeccnnnen $30, 290
Number of persons on board vessels........c.cciiieetiiniiinicnennenns 20
Nutnber of persons 1088 - e cee cerceeiionnn e it iaaaei i None.

Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations....c... cceeueaneeee 1
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Seventh District—Continued.

Number of days’ succor afforded - ....c. oo oiiiiiiiiiriiinnicnan..n
Value of property 8aveds. .... ceccuecenneeceeneronnnesoacacecacaneaacocn
Value of property 108t. ..o ummie i it iiiiccai e ceae e
Number of disasters involving totsl 1088 of vessels - .oeceeeevceeannnnn..

Eighth Distriot.
Number of disastors. ... . .ol e,
Value of vessels. .... ... eetsecnncescecasecssecace sosses snonessnne oanen
Value of Cargoes. .. oo uuunceeeiiieiiiieiiceeeeaceeecieeeenaceanaeas
Total value of property .......cooe oo oia it ieneen e
Number of persons on board vessels.....ccceeieieeiioanicnnceacnsnans
Numnber of Persons 108t . ... ..ccoviiimitiiae oot iaaeesaaanacae caneanns
Number of shipwrecked persous succored at stations ...................
Number of days’ succor afforded........c.cciioimiiiiiiiiiiiinaeaanana.
Value of property 8aved. ....... oo oiiniiinieiiotaecerocanecacaceanns
Value of property lost. ... .cccen i iqeeieiieatiacaceoacace ieeaneanan
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels. . .cceetceeiiinennnnns

Ninth District.

Number of disasters ......cceeerieiant ciiiiiieiiiiiiceceranee teevooan
Value of vessels. .. ..o it iimet ittt e et ccecer seeaen s
Value of Cargoes ..cc ceee coen it it i tecmetiecir et caeaee
Total value of property . ......c..iie e cimccrccccecacecenncceannan
Number of persons on board vessels. ....qvemeee ciieceaeeninenncnanennn
Number of persons 108t .. ... ... coceiiiiit it ai it eaaae aaas
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations . .....c.coooeen ...
Number of days®succor afforded. ... ....cccoecececeeeeencaeenaecnnnn.
Value of property 8aved. ... .eeeeeiomeiiiiaeacaee tenanecncanecenn
Value of property 108t . ... ....co.oomniiiiiiiiet e iaiaaiaecnann.
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...........cceceeuenn.

Tenth District.

Number of disasters. ... cceeveveatiieieieocetecons concaenccacecnanans
Value of vessel8 .. oo ceee i it iiittiiietiiceetcecacecnee aaaan
Value of cargoes ..... e eececectacscatsansasccnnacsces nasasscscans cunene
Total value of Property .............ooiiieeertiicoetucccennacacennnn
Number of persons on board vessels. .......cceueeacnieaceecececnneveen
Number of persons 108t.. .c.cceoniieeniaieiieietaceessancneececannas
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ...................
Number of days’ succor afforded ........coceueiiiiiiaenaaaae. ececacene
Value of property 8aved ..ceee ceeiuniciiaieaaieeeonanoccacanencaeanean
Value of property 108t .......cocvemiimimeeerciiiieannncacans cocees
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.........cceceeeecan..

LEleventh Distriot.
Number of isasters. .....cecceuieiee i iicceiiiiii e cececen annn
Value of vessels...... .ot nieiiiet i ieetiiiiieiccetcaensaes
Value of Cargoes ..cevuoae it iiaiiiiiceiiieceetaeeeteceneceee eeee
Total value of property .........cceuiiitiimaeeiiiieiiecececacaeconnas
Number of persons on board vessels ...cc..coceeeioienteacaeacaanann
Number of persons 108t. ... ...cee ottt ciee s
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations . .......cceeeeee.cees
Number of days’ succor afforded . ...c.ceuermiie i iiianiaeannnnn..
Value of property saved ........ceeieuiiiariieiiiiiiiciieticcneaaan.
Value of propurty 1o8t. «ccnn oot e iieieeeaan
Number of disasters involving total 1088 of vessels. .........ccceceeenann.

oIy

$30, 290
None.
None.

17
$50, 835
$11,150
$61,975

None.
18

$58,770
$3,205

$245, 285
$33, 355
$278, 640
193

15

47
$221,155
$57, 485
None.

»

53

$1,012, 610
$458, 610
$1,471,220
399

6

13

13

$1, 299, 395
$171,82%

6

93

$1,019, 915
$159, 155
$1,179, 070
728

None.
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Twelfth District.

Namber of diSRSter8. . .o . coen o cae e it e e e e et e e e aeean 11
Value of ve8sels. «.oeun iomemn i, $93,790
Value OF CATEOE8 «.oe vuee v e ceieieee ieeeceacemceacieee coenvecans 814,500
Totul value of Property «coceveeee vt iiieiamianioacas ciieniinenn aaun $108, 290
Number of persons on board vessels - .........ccoceeeoi Ll 52
Nuwber of persons lost.. creeeeaaa ceeccevesececasseananas 1
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stal ious...... s 13
Number of days’ succor afforded . .....cviveeirimen i, 19
Value of property saved. ...... . ..ccciieectiaeineiietaceeriiatiecncanas $4,490
Value of property 108t. .......cccutiioamt cieemeiiiecicn it ccaeestennes $103, 800
Number of disasters involving total lossof vessels........cceeeeenonna.. 3

Twenty-four persons, in addition to those saved from vessels, were
also rescued. These had fallen from wharves, piers, etc., and would
probably have perished but for the help of the life-saving crews.

The extent of the assistance rendered in saving vessels and cargoes
was greater than ever before, five hundred and ten vessels having been
worked off when stranded, repaired when damaged, piloted out of dan-
gerous places, and similarly assisted by the station crews. There were,
besides, two hundred and eighteen instances where vessels runuing
into danger of stranding wero warned off by the signals of the patrols,
most of them being thus probably saved from partial or total loss.

In the year’s operations the surf boat was used four hundred and
eighty-eight times, making six hundred and eighty-two trips. The
self-righting and self-bailing life-boat was used seventy-seven times,
making one hundred and twelve trips. Smaller boats were used one
hundred and eighty-three times, making two hundred and thirty-two
trips. The river life-skiffs at the Louisville Station (Ninth District)
were used thirty-one times, making thirty-four trips. The breeches-
buoy was used twenty times, making one hundred and ninety-seven
passages. The life-car was used once, making five passages. The
wreck-gun was employed twenty-eight times, firing sixty-four shots.
The heaving-stick was used twenty times. There were landed by the
surf-boat four hundred and thirty-five persons ; by the life-boat, seventy-
four; by the river life-skiffs, fifty six; by other station boats, one hun-
dred and seventy-nine ; by the breeches-bunoy, one hundred and ninety-
three, and by the life-car,ten. Two were rescued by the sarfmen
clasping hands and wading into the surf and undertow ; two, who had
jumped overboard from a stranded vessel, were saved Ly the surfmen
leaping into the water and pulling them out; while two others on the
same vessel were rescued by means of heaving-lines thrown to them,
the men making the lines fast under their armpits and jumping over-
board, when the life-savers drew them ashore. In one instance a surf-
man plunged into the surf from a pier and swam to a schooner that had
capsized in a heavy sea; heaving-lines were thrown to him, which he
made fast to three men in succession who were clinging to the vessel—
the sea, at times, completely burying them trom sight—and they were

16726 L s—2
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safely drawn up on the pier by the other surfinen. Four boys having
capsized in a sail-boat alongside of a pier, three of the number suc-
ceeded in regaining the boat, but the other immediately sank; a sarf-
man arriving upon the scene leaped into the water where the boy went
down and succeeded in bringing him to the surface, when by means
of heaving-lines the station men landed all four of them. In one in-
stance a line which had been thrown ashore from a stranded schooner
was made fast by the surfmen, when the crew of five persons, clinging
to the line, slid down over the side of the vessel and were assisted to
land. On an occasion where the wreck-gun was employed in casting
the shot-line over a vessel the whip-line was hauled on board and the
shore part made fast to a boat, which was drawn back and forth
through the water, landing seventeen persons. In the latter part of
November, on Lake Michigan, a schooner was pounding heavily along-
side of a pier, and as the seas successively struck her stern the icy
water swept into her cabin, where a woman and three sinall children
were almost frozen ; part of the life-saving crew boarded the vessel and
took the sufferers from the cabin and passed them to the pier, where
the rest of the surfmen stood ready to receive them. One person,
while swimming ashore, became exhansted and was rescued by a line
thrown to him.

The foregoing statemeuts of the operations of the Service show a
larger number of lives lost, in proportion to the number of persons on
board the vessels involved, than for many years past. This is due to
the frequent and violent gales which occurred during a portion of the
year, and particularly to the severity of the storms along the Virginia
and North Carolina coast, a region of low and continuous beaches ex-
posed to the full sweep and fury of the Atlantic Ocean, where twenty-
seven of the thirty-nine fatalities within the scope of the Service, took
place. The attending circumstances were such that none of these could
possibly have beeu averted by the life-saving crews. The latter, with
their wonted daring and energy, put forth every effort of human inge-
nuity and skill in their struggle to rescue the imperiled, but in the
cases cited they were utterly unable to successfully cope with the ele-
ments that beset and impeded them in their work. While these losses
are greatly to be deplored, it is gratifying to know that the exhibit
shows exceptional activity among the life-saving crews, and a marked
increase over the records of previous years of the assistance rendered in
saving vessels and property, which largely accounts for the compara-
tively small number of vessels totally lost within the domain of Service
operations.
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The table given below contains a summary of the statistics of the Serv-
ice from the introduction of the present system in 1871 to the close of
the fiscal year:

GENERAL SUMMARY

Of disasters which have occurred within the scope of life-saving operations from November
1, 1871 (date of introduction of present syslem), to close of fiscal year ending June 30,
1839.*

Total number of disasters. ......cocieiinneiiieet i enenceeecenanns 4,923
Total value of vessels ..o ccoe oo cant i i iiicee et ceeeceeeaeens 850,473, 165
Total value of cargoes. ... ... ..o ool i $16, 246,579
Total value of property involved ............. ceeen ... §81,719,744
Total value of property saved .............. . $on, 352,077
‘Total value of property lost .................... PO . $21, 367,667
‘I'otal namber of persons involved t .... .o veieai i caa i, 42, 860
Total number of lives 108t} ... .coour it iimai il iiai e, 502
Total number of persons succored § ................ ceeeaeae cecesevennae 7.903
Total number of days’ succor aftorded.......cccatieirimnniincniansone 20, 837

LOSS OF LIFE.

In pursuance of the policy of the Service every instance of casualty,
attended with loss of life, within the sphere of station operations, was
thoroughly investigated. There were during the year eleven such cases,
of which detailed accounts are herewith given.

CAPSIZING OF THE YACHT COLLINGWOOD.

The first case was the drowning of Arthur Parks, a youth of fifteen or
sixteen years of age, on board the small schooner-yacht Collingwood, of
Toronto, Ontario, which was capsized August 13, 1888, at the mouth of
the Genesee River, a little more than a third of a mile from the Char-
lotte Station, (Ninth District,) New York.

This vessel had sailed from Cape Vincent, at the head of the Saint
Lawrence River, with the owner and three of his friends. The night of
the 12th a heavy gale arose from the northwest and the yacht was kept

"hove-to on Lake Ontario until morning, at which time she was off the
harbor of Charlotte. A tremendous sea was running and breaking over
the west pier. The yacht was headed for the entrance and succeeded
in passing the light-house, when she was boarded on both sides by heavy
seas and swamped. This was due to the ¢ back-wash,” asit is termed,
caused by the breakers sweeping over the weather pier and rebound-
ing from the bulkhead formed by the opposite or lee pier. These coun-

= It should be observed that the operations of the Service during this period have
Leen limited as follows: Season of 1871-'72, to the coasts of Long Island and New
Jersey ; seasons of 1872-'74, to coasts of Cape Cod, Long Island, and New Jersey ; sea-
son of 1874-75, to the coasts of New England, Long Island, New Jersey, and coast
from Cape Heury to Cape Hatteras; season of 1875-'76, coasts of New England, Long
Island, New Jersey, coast from Cape Heulopen to Cape Charles, and coast from Cape
Henry to Cape Hatteras ; season of 1876-"77 and since, all the foregoing, with the ad-
dition of the eastern coast of I'lorida and portions of the Lake coasts, and during the
past five years the coast of Texas.

t Including persons rescued not on board vessels

t Eighty-five of these were lost at the disaster to the steamer Metropolis, when serv-
ice was impeded by distance, and fourteen others in the same year, owing to a
simi ar cause, or while stations were not open. Ninery-eight lives lost at the wreck
of the steamer Huron, and included in the general summary of former reports, have
this year been dropped, not being properly chargeable to tho operations of the Service.

§ Including castaways not on board vessels embraced in tables.
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ter seas met with terrible force about midway in the channel and leaped
in huge volume many feet into the air. It was in this seething tumult
of water that the Collingwood was caught and overwhelmed. The seas
swept over her in quick succession and knocked her on her beam-ends
against the pier,

The craft had been attentively watched at the life-saving station
from early morning until the time of the disaster at 7 o’clock. The surf-
boat was launched at once and an.effort made to reach the wreck, but
the vessel’s spars obstructing the approach in the heavy sea, the surf-
men could not get near enough to succor the imperiled men, who were
clinging to the capsized yacht with desperate encrgy. As she was close
to the west pier the keeper concluded that the only way to reach her
would be with lines thrown from that point. The surf-boat was accord-
ingly rowed up the river to a landing and the station crew disembarked
and hurried out on the breakwater to an accessible position, as they
thought, but the waves were washing over the yacht and those on board.
with such violence that the life-savers were again thwarted. At this
critical juncture James Kintz,the No. 1 surfman,with remarkable bravery,
plunged from the pier into the surf and succeeded in catching hold of
the vessel’s rigging. Lines were thrown to him, and with the assist-
ance of Charles Eastwood, master and owner of the yacht, they were
made fast around two of the men, who werc brought safely to the pier,
although at times the seas completely buried them from view. The
bight of a line was then thrown to Kintz and Eastwood in turn and they
were also safely landed. The former having secured a hawser to the
foremast, the surfmen hauled the yacht some distance along the pier,
and then for the first time learned from the owner that there had been
a boy on board, but no one knew what had become of him. A tug now
arriving upon the scene took the vessel in tow up the river. She was
righted and the body of the boy was found in thecabin. It appears -
that he was in poor health and becoming seasick and exhausted, had
gone below just before the accident occurred. The life-saving men
worked over him for nearly two hours in an attempt to resuscitate him,
but their efforts were fruitless. The brave act of Surfman James Kintz
on this occasion needs no words of praise. It presents itself clearly and
strongly as a noble deed in the cause of humanity.

The following letter was received by the keeper from the owner of
the yacht:

“ CHARLOTTE, NEW YORK, August 15, 1888.

¢ DEAR SIR: I wish, in behalf of myself and company, to express our
thanks and appreciation for the prompt and gallant service rendered
by yourself and crew on the morning of August 13th. Had it not been
for your efforts to rescue us, we would in all probability have been
drowned. ;
¢ Very. truly, yours, “ CHAS. EASTWOOD,
“ Captain of Yacht Collingwood.

¢“To Keeper JOSEPH O. DOYLE,
i Charlotte Life-Saving Station.”

™
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WRECK OF THE SCHOONKR-BARGE ST. CLAIR.

The second fatality of the year was that which attended the efforts
of the crew of the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron,
while striving to save the people of the schooner-barge §¢. Olair. The
annals of the Service exhibit few examples of more earnest endeavor
and greater heroism than were displayed by the life-savers on this oc-
casion. What adds particularly to the melancholy natare of the calam-
ity is the fact that it occurred just as success seemed about to crown
the intrepid efforts of the station men in their work of rescue after a
most daring run of thirty miles with the life-boat in the night’s furious
storm.

About noon of October 1, 1888, the steamer Lowell left Sand Beach
Harbor, Michigan, bound up the lake to Bay City, with the St. Clair
and five other barges in tow. The wind, which at this time was blow-
ing fresh from the north, with a moderate sea, steadily increased, and
the weather became so bad that late in the afternoon the vessels were
obliged to put back. There was such a heavy sea running on their arrival
off the break water that the steamer, finding she could not enter the harbor
with the tow, let go the lines, and the barges anchored in the lake. The
S8t. Clair took up a position, with two anchors down, about half a mile
to leeward of the south breakwater and three-quarters of a mile from
the shore. The scattering of the vessels was witnessed by the keeper
of the Sand Beach Station, who, in the hope of rendering asslstance by
ranning lines, etc., at once caused the life-boat to be manned. The
barge first spoken was the Lilly May, which was lying nearest, bat she
not wanting aid the surfmen rowed alongside the St. Olasr. The knowl-
edge that this craft was old, rotten, and unseaworthy, had impelled the
life-savers to go to her without further delay. The captain was strongly
urged to abandon her, but he declined to do so. The keeper repeatedly
warned him of the weather, momentarily growing worse and plainly in-
dicating a storm, and also told him that under the circumstances his
vessel would be as well off where she was without a crew as with one,
and therefore no risk involving himself and comrades should be incur-
red. The life-boat was kept by the schooner at least an hour in hopes
that the crew would make up their minds to be taken ashore, but after
it became evident that the captain was fixed in his purpose to remain
on board as long as the barge held together, the surfmen, who were not
prepared for the exposure, having hurriedly gone to the fleet without
putting on their oil-cloths, returned to the station, first instructing the
sailors to burn a signal if they required assistance. Another good rea-
son for the life-boat’s return to the shore was the fact that it would then
be to windward of the vessels aud in better position to render them aid
should they need it. It was not more than half an hour after the lite-
savers reached their quarters, or at about 10 o’clock, when a torch was
shown on the S8t. Clair. The wind was now a gale with a furious sea
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running. Thesurfmen knowing thatit would be impossible for them to
get back that night, left word before putting off, that they would run for
Port Sanilac, a harbor thirty miles to leeward. When they reached the
vicinity of the barge, the sea, which had acquired great force, prevented
them from at once getting to her. A line, however, was thrown from
the vessel and by means of it the life-boat was finally hauled alongside.
The barge’s crew, which consisted of six men and a woman, the cook,
were safely lowered into the boat, and the latter was headed down the
lake before the gale. Here commenced a run over the dark and furious
waters of the lake that for self-possessed and determined courage has
rarely been equaled. The night was black and impenetrable, with
sheeting rain. The start was made under oars, but soon a reefed sail
was set and the boat was steered with the rudder and two quarter oars.
Tremendous seas, breaking and rushing on all sides, nearly smothered
the boat as it plunged onward. Finally a monstrous wave broke over
the stern fairly broaching the boat to and carrying away the rudder.
After this the sail was taken in and the course continued under oars.
Throughout the night innumerable seas swept into the boat, drenching
the occupants, and but for her able handling and her ability to bail her-
self every soul on board would soon have perished. No open surf-boat
could have lived in such a sea. When day broke all hands were ex-
hansted, chilled, and wet to the skin. The captain of the barge and
the woman were almost dead. The life-savers had thoughtfully wrap-
ped the latter in extra clothing, but this was not enough to shield her
from the terrible exposure she had been subjected to. At this time
the keeper tried oil upon the waves, and it had the effect of smoothing
them so that no more scas were shipped while the boat was in deep
water. The reason this course was not sooner adopted was that the
can containing the oil was stowed under the deck, and it was feared,
in the darkness, that a boarding sea might enter the hatch while the
cover was oft and fill the boat. The keeper had never been into Port
Sanilac, but several of his crew were acquainted with the locality and
they informed him that a safe landing could be made. Arriving off
that place a few minutes before 8 o’clock in the morning, (2d), he de-
cided to run the boat to leeward of the pier, thus hoping to avoid the
roughest water, and beach her. But just as she passed the end of the
pier, heading directly for the shore, a tremendous comber caught her
under the starboard quarter and broached her to. Before an effortcould
be made to straighten her, or even a thought of it could occur, another
huge wave struck on her broadside and rolled her over. The boat made
three-quarters of a turn towards righting, but before she could recover
herself, took the bottom on her beam-ends. Every soul was thrown out,
and that any ever got hold of the boat again was due solely to the fact
that she was aground. As it was, but eight of the sixteen occupants
reached her. Of the others, three swam ashore, and five, including the
woman, perished.

-



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 23

These sixteen persons had been exposed to the merciless seas that
washed over them for nine and a half hours. When the last huge
breaker swept them from the boat they were thoroughly wet, cold and
exhansted. Those who were saved by the citizens, who had gathered
on the shore to the namber of at least two hundred, were more dead
than alive on reaching the beach. Two of the life-saving crew were so
far gone when taken from the water that they had to be put to bed,
rubbed, and treated with stimulants to restore them. It was doubtful
for a time whether these men would recover.

The circamstances attending this melancholy event were fully inves-
tigated by the Department. It was the universal opinion of those who
witnessed the accident that nothing could have been done to prevent
it and that the life-saving crew were in no way culpable. Braver men
than the Sand Beach crew, or men more ardent in the discharge of duty
in the face of danger, never manned a life-boat. The latter was managed
throughout the whole of that terrible night with a master hand. The
condition of the people—the captain and woman being almost dead at
daylight—made it necessary that they should be got ashore where they
could receive proper attention at the earliest possible moment. When
the sea suddenly and violently overpowered the boat, those swept into
the raging waters had to struggle for themselves, the stronger and dex-
terous ones alone surviving. This explains what might at first appear
as singular, that while only two of the barge’s crew were saved, all of the
boat’s crew, numbering nine, escaped. The latter being experienced
surfmen were better able to cope with the peril that surrounded them,
although some would undoubtedly have been lost had not the people
on the beach quickly gone to their rescue.

The St. Clair foundered and went eutirely to pieces. She was loaded
with about three hundred and fifty tons of coal. The lost were the cap-
tain, Charles H. Jones, of Bay City, Michigan; Louis Furtah, of the
same place ; Julia Greavreath, of Sebewaing, Michigan; George McFar-
lane, of Cleveland, Ohio, and Henry Anderson, Australia. All the bod-
ies were subsequently recovered.

THE CAPSIZING OF THE 8CHOONER RERD CASE'S YAWL.,

The third instance of loss of life within the scope of Service op-
erations, occarred near the Ship-Canal Station, (Tenth District,) Lake
Saperior, on October 20, 1888. The captain of the schooner Reed Case,
of Chicago, Illinois, was drowned.

The vessel was bound, light, from Duluth, Minnesota, to Portage
Lake, Michigan, with a crew of eight men. When she arrived off the
canal the morning of the 19th, the wind was blowing a gale from the
southwest, with a heavy sea running, yet she attempted to pass in be-
tween the piers. The keeper first observed the vessel some five miles
offshore, and knowing the danger and difficulty she would encounter in
trying to enter the canal, he hastened to the station to make prepara-
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tions to go to her assistance. One of the surfmen on watch in the
lookout, which is situated near the canal entrance, saw the schooner at
about the same time and ran out on the pier-end in readiness to take a
line when she arrived. She kept constantly sagging to leeward, and it
soon became evident that she would miss the entrance. She continued
on, however, and struck the end of the east or leeward pier with such
force as to stave a hole in her bow. The sudden impact caused her to
rebound, but the sea swept her a second time against the pier. She
then managed to get clear and, standing a short distance into the lake,
let go both anchors. One of the chains parted, and the remaining
anchor failing to hold she commenced to drag down the lake and
towards the shore. After going some four miles she reached shoaler
water, where the single anchor fetched her up. She was now about
half a mile from the land and five miles northeastward of the station.

The keeper on reaching the station caused the life-boat to be launched,
and the crew pulled up the canal to the entrance. Here a five-gallon
can of oil was suspended from the bow of the boat and another from the
stern, in such a manner that the contents flowed slowly from the cans
and spread over the surface of the water. The foresail was reefed and set
and the boat headed dewn the lake towards the schooner, but it was not
long before the sail had to be taken in to prevent the mast from break-
ing. The surfinen then took to the oars, and at 11 o’clock, two hours
from the time of starting, they arrived alongside the vessel, which was
rolling and pitching heavily. The captain informed the life-savers
that the schooner was leaking badly and that he wanted the assistance
of a tug. The keeper replied that it would be impossible to induce a
tug to venture out, but that he and his men would remain by the craft
and render all the aid they could. The captain, however, in spite of
the keeper's advice, insisted on sending one of his crew ashore, but,
after making arrangements to lower the yawl, he was finally prevailed
upon to allow the surfmen- to land the steward in the life-boat. The
schooner’s yawl would certainly have been swamped the moment it
touched the water. The man was taken into the boat and the life-sav-
ers made for a small sand beach not far distant. They were soon con-
fronted with the danger of being capsized in the trough of the breakers
and were obliged to keep off before the wind and seek a landing far-
ther down the shore, under the lee of a reef aud a bluff some thirty
feet high. While crossing the reef a huge comber knocked one of
the wmen from the thwart and washed his oar overboard. Before he
had time to recover himself the boat struck the beach head on, where
another sea swept over it and torned it broadside against the bank
with such force as to stave it badly. The life-savers succeeded in
hauling it clear of the surf, whereupon the steward started off in
search of a tug. It was now about 1 o’clock,and the men proceeded
to the station. The wind, meantime, had veered to the north, from
which quarter it was blowing strong, accompanied by heavy snow-

e
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squalls. It was thought best as a measure of precaution to transport
the beach-apparatus to a point abreast of the vessel, and so a team of
horses was obtained for the purpose. Snow and slush' covered the
ground, and with mire-holes and roots of trees obstructing the way, it
was with great labor and difficulty that the cart was drawn to a favor-
able position opposite the schooner. A fire was built on the beach and
kept burning brightly, and the surfmen maintained a vigilant watch
throughout the night. At 2 o’clock in the morning (20th) the steward
returned and said that he could not get a tug to venture out in the
storm. At daylight the vessel was pitching heavily in the trough of
the sea, and at times it seemed as though she would capsize. An at-
tempt was made to reach her with a line, but she was entirely beyond
range and the shot fell short. It was then decided to go to the station
for the surf-boat. The latter being procured was rowed to the entrance
of the canal, but the breakers there were so high that it was deemed
best to haul it across the land to a spot near the schooner and make
an effort to reach her by pulling head to the sea, instead of taking
the risk of going out between the piers and down the lake. A team
of horses was accordiugly obtained, and with the assistance of the
crew of the steamer City of Fremont, which was in the canal waiting
for the gale to moderate, the wagon containing the boat was started on
its journey. At a point about half a mile from where the vessel lay the
road became impassable for the wagon, and the boat was removed and
dragged over the ground the rest of the way. It was then dlscovered
that a hole had been stove in the bottom.

The keeper had hastened on in advance to select a good launching
place, and on coming in view of the schooner saw that her yawl was
being lowered. Thereupon he ran to the beach-wagon, took off the can-
vas cover, and marking upon it in large letters, * Boat is coming,”
stretched it up between the trees so that it could be seen by the crew of
the vessel. He then hurried back to urge on the men in charge of the
surf-boat. In five minutes the latter arrived at the shore, when it was
found that the schooner’s yawl was swamped in the breakers and two
men were clinging to it. All the shore party, except one surfman who
remained on the bluff, ran down the hill and up the beach to assist the
imperiled sailors. Thesurfman who remained behind soon saw another
man struggling in the water a little ways from the yawl, and he at once
hurried to the surf-boat and procured two life-belts, but on returning
found that the man had disappeared. While the station crew were
going along the beach the steward of the vessel informed them that the
captain was in the yawl when it left the schooner, but that he had been
washed out when the boat first filled. Gaining a spot opposite the yawl,
which the undertow was keeping from the shore, the life-savers joined
hands and wading into the surf as far as they could, got hold of the boat
and hauled it out. One of the men was sitting on the bottom grasping
the thwarts, and the other was clinging to the stern from the outside.



26 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

This man, who was losing his hold, was rescued just in time by one of
the surfmen, who, with a life-belt on, rushed in and caught him. The
two survivors were chilled through and so completely exhausted that
they were unable to stand. The life-savers quickly carried them to the
fire, removed their wet clothing, and covered them with their own gar-
ments. They then briskly rubbed them to increase warmth and cir-
culation, and administered stimulants that had been provided from the
station medicine chest. Meanwhile a sarfman had been dispatched to
the station for dry clothing, material to repair the boat, and a convey-
ance for the transfer of the rescued men. As it was growing late and
the sitnation mmomentarily becoming more precarious, it was decided to
make an effort to reach the vessel with the surf-boat before dark. It was
first necessary to lower it down the steep bank by means of a line, one
end of which was made fast to the stern and the other part taken around
atree. On getting the boat to the water’s edge the keeper directed-Surf-
man Jeremiah Hanly to get into the bow and be ready with his oar to
keep the craft from being thrown broadside on the beach. This Hanly
refused to do, saying that he would not endanger his life in such a sea.
He was promptly discharged on the spot by the keeper, and the crew
thereby became short-handed by the loss of two members, the man
who had been sent to the station not yet having returned. Nothing
daunted by lack of numbers, the remaining men waited their chance,
effected a launch, took to the oars, and succeeded in pulling clear of the
shore. The first comber they met half filled the boat and compelled
them to hold it in check until one of the oarsmen got to bailing. It
was evident, however, that the water could not be kept out on account
of the leak in the bottom, and so the surfmen bent their united energies
to the oars, and by a powerful effort reached the vessel. They speedily
took off the four men, and without wasting a minute’s time put back to
the beach and fortunately made a safe landing. These results were
accomplished in the face of the greatest peril and under difficulties that
appeared insurmountable, and the successful termination of the under-
taking was greeted with cheers by the spectators who had gathered at
the scene. The sailors were immediately conducted to the station
where they were provided with food and shelter. The surfmen re-
turned to the shore for their apparatus and made search for the cap-
tain’s body, but did not then find it. They recovered it the next morn-
ing (21st) at the water’s edge a mile and & half from where the acci-
dent happened. The remains were properly cared for until evening,
when arelative arrived and took charge of them.

The shipwrecked men left the station for their homes the same day.
The schooner filled and rolled over on her side, becoming a complete
wreck. Attempts by the sarfmen, in conjunction with tugs and a
wrecking company, to save her proved futile. The clothing farnished
to alleviate the privations of the sailors was drawn from the supply do-
nated by the Women’s National Relief Association.

-\
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The foregoing narrative shows that the life-saving crew did all they
possibly could to prevent the loss of life at this disaster. The cap-
tain, Charles L. Green, of Chicago, Illinois, perished in a rash attempt
to make the shore in a frail and unfit boat, while if he had remained
on the vessel until assistance could have reached him he would un-
doubtedly have been saved with the others.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER OLIVER DYER,

The fourth case was the loss of one life attending the wreck of the
schooner Oliver Dyer. This vessel went on the rocks near the Jerry’s
Point Station, (First District,) coast of New Hampshire, the morning
of November 26, 1888. The following graphic account of the disaster
is from the report. of the investigating officer, Lieut. Charles F. Shoe-
maker, of the Revenue Marine, assistant inspector, Third Life-Saving
District :

¢ It appears that the schooner Oliver Dyer anchored at 1.30 A, M., of
November 25th, just inside the entrance to Portsmouth Harbor and about
one-half mile northeast of Jerry’s Point Station. The wind at that hour
was northeast, weather cloudy. The vessel was of Saco, Maine, from
Weehawken, New Jersey, bound for her homne port, coal laden, and with
a crew of five men ; the wind being ahead, she put in here for a harbor,
but, owing to the strong ebDb tide and scanty breeze, was unable to
reach the upper anchorage.

¢ The wind began to breeze on at sunrise of the 25th, and at sunset
was blowing a howling gale from northeast, with a thick snow-storm,
while a tremendous surf had grown upon the shore. Keeper Harding,
fearing that the vessels at anchor in sight of his station (of which there
were three, including the Dyer) might drag their avchors or part their
chains if the gale continued during the night, at sunset displayed from
the staff at his station the international code signal M T (signifying,
¢ Lookout will be kept on the beach all night’) to notify those on board
the vessels that help would be at hand if required. Througheut the
night a vigilant watch was maintained by the keeper and his crew.
Before dark, as a precautionary wmeasure, the keeper took a heaving-
stick, with a long drift of line attached, to the patrol - box upon the shore
and deposited it there to be dry and ready for use. At 5.45 A. M. of the
26th, Saurfman Robinson, while on the north patrol, descried a vessel
dragging her anchors, fired his Coston signal, and burrying to the sta-
tion gave the alarm at 6. Keeper Harding at once called all hands,
and then, with Robinson, ran to the shore. Arriving there (about two
haudred feet from the station), he discovered that the vessel reported
had been brought up by her anchors, just clear of the breakers, about
four hundred yards from the station, and two hundred yards off shore,
where she was laboring heavily. The first thought, notwithstanding
the huge surf, was to launch the boat, it being at hand upon the beach,
but as the attempt was about to be made the keeper saw the schooner’s
head fall off to the southward aud the vessel driving before the gale,
indicating that her chains had parted, and with this came the inevitable
conclusion that she must strike upon the ragged ledges east of the sta-
tion, about one hundred and fifty feet off shore, and, therefore, that the
only hope of rescuing her people lay in the gun and line. Accordingly
the beach-apparatus was hurried to the scene, and meantime the vessel
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had stranded upon the ledges. As the gun was about to be charged, a
tremendous sea caught the vessel upon her broadside and lifting her
bodily threw her thirty or forty feet inshore. When the vessel struck
upon the ledges the crew took to the fore and main rigging. As soon
as the schooner brought up on the rocks the sea boarded her her entire
length, fore and aft, forging her shoreward and making clean breaches
over her. The first sea washed a man from the main rigging forty feet
above the deck. The keeper says: *The truth is that when the first
seas went over that vessel there was nothing of her in sight but her top-
masts and lower mast-heads, and it is a miracle that every soul was not
washed into the sea.” It was thus seen that the gun and line could not
be successfully operated, as the crew on board could not handle lines if
thrown to them, 8o continually were the vessel’s decks swept, and be-
sides the vessel was rapidly coming on and had now worked shoreward
to within fifty or seventy-five feet of a huge flat rock, which, although
almost constantly swept by heavy breakers, was the only spot from
which there was the least hope of rendering aid. Harding took in the
situation on the instant, dropped everything else and had recourse to
the heaving-stick and line which he had judiciously placed the night
Lefore in the patrol-box near by. The rock indicated above, was
reached by the life-saving crew between seas, and then a man who had
jumped from the wreck was seen struggling in the water. One of the
life-saving crew (Surfman Hall, it is believed) jumped to the rescue
and was helping him out, when, just as the rest of the crew were getting
hold of him, a huge breaker washed the rescuers and the rescued together
off the rock. Fortunately they fell upon the inshore side, or all would
have been swept out by the undertow and drowned; they, however,
clung to the ragged edges of the rock, tearing the flesh upon their arms
until the blood ran, and when the sea receded, they regained their foot-
ing. While this was going on the vessel’s cook jumped overboard, and
Surfinan Randall seeing him in the water jumped to the rescne and
caught him as he was being washed out by the undertow the second
time, and landed him. Two men now remained on board the wreck. The
heaving-stick, with the line attached, was thrown to them, and when
they got hold of it, the other end of the line was fastened to the hauling
part and, by keeping the bight on shore, the sailors were e¢nabled to haul
aboard a double line and provide themselves with a single part each.
Keeper Harding theun hailed and told them to each make the part he
held fast around his body, under the armpits, and jump overboard.
This they did, and both were landed. Having thus rescued all in sight,
the keeper sent Surfmen Randall and Amazeen to the rock to see if
they could get sight of the man washed from the rigging. Nothing
daunted by previous experience at this dangerous spot, the brave fel-
lows had just succeeded in gaining a footing upon the rock, when a big
sea took them off their feet. Amazeen caught bold of Randall, and,
as the sea rolled back, they clung to the rock and were saved. Their
escape was narrow indeed, and when recovered from their peril by the
rest of the crew they were far gone with exhaustion.

¢“Thus have I recounted the details of this disaster, and told of the
service rendered Ly the Jerry’s Point life-saving crew. Within thirty
minutes from the stranding the four survivors were safe at the station
and cared for. That the fifth mman of the Dyer’s crew was lost was
owing to no fault of the life-saving crew, but solely due to a power that
human endeavor could not stay, nor mortal man combat. It is not often
that life saving crews are called upon to perform service under such
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circamstances as environed this case, but this crew was equal to the
emergency, and under the able leadership of Keeper Harding per-
formed prodigies of heroism seldom equaled. Every man in this crew
came within an ace of losing his life, from the keeper down; so that
while they were doing their utmost to save the crew of the wreck, they
were in turn saving the lives of each other. Harding was washed from
the rock and saved by Randall; Amazeen and Randall were washed from
the ledge and dragged almost lifeless from the seething smother; all
hands were tumbled from the rock Ly merciless breakers and rescued
each other. Every time they went to that sea-combed rock upoun their
errand of mercy it was a ferlorn hope, but they led it and conquered.”

1t should be stated that the weather was piercing cold, the thermom-
eter registering below the freezing point, and that the ground was cov-
ered with slush and ice. The man who was lost, Giuseppe Puez, was
said to be an Austrian. He fell from the rigging into the sea outside
of the schooner when she first struck, and was not seen afterwards.
Although the station men diligently searched for the body for several
days no trace of it could be found. The four survivors, after being
taken to the station, were provided with dry clothing from the stores
donated by the Women’s National Relief Association. They received
shelter and care for two days. The vessel and cargo became a total
loss. The surfmen, however, saved the personal effects of the sailors.

On the recommendation of Lieutenant Shoemaker, and after a full
review of the testimony, the Secretary of the Treasury awarded a gold
medal to Keeper Harding and each of his men, in recognition of their
heroism. Reference to this award will be found under its appropriate
caption.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER H. C HIGGINSON.

The stranding on Nantasket Beach, Massachusetts, of the schooner
H. C. Higginson, of Rockland, Maine, and the consequent loss of three
lives, follows next in order. While this case was practically beyond
the scope of Service operations and fell directly under the management
of the Massachusetts Humane Society’s agents, it is nevertheless
deemed proper to make it part of the record, since the Government life-
saving crew arrived on the scene during the progress of the work of
rescue and were present when the survivors were landed.

The vessel struck at about 8 o’clock in the evening of November 25,
1888, during the furious northeast gale which prevailed on the New
Eungland coast on that date. Tidings of the occurrence were first
brought to Keeper Brown, of the North Scituate Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) at a quarter of 8 o’clock the following morning (26th), by a resi-
dent of Nantasket, who stated that the crew of the schooner were in the
rigging crying for help. As soon as teams could be procured the surf
men started with the beach-apparatus for the place designated, which
was between seven and eight miles distant. The condition of the roads
was heavy, owing to recent rains, and although all possible haste was
made, the life-savers did not reach the spot until nearly 10 o’clock, or
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two hours from the time of starting. Arriving on the ground they
found the volunteers of the Humane Society at work’ with their beach-
gun. They had already fired several shots, but the lines had parted
and failed to go on board. The vessel lay sunk, decks under, about
a hundred and fifty yards from the shore, and the sailors were cling-
ing for life to the rigging. A strong wind accompanied by rain and
sleet was blowing, with a high and dangerous sea. The keeper of the
North Scitnate Station began operations at once by selecting a position
well to windward of the craft, where he planted his gun. He caused a
No. 7 line to be fired, which went true to its mark and fell across the
flying-jib stay. Simultaneously with this effort the Society’s people
also fired a line, and this falling close to the fore rigging the men easily
got hold of it and paid no further heed to the line thrown them by
the Government crew. As soon as the keeper saw that those on the
schooner had succeeded in hauling off the whip-block sent them, he
abandoned his own apparatus and tendered the services of himself and
men to Captain Anderson, who was in charge of the Humane Society’s
force. Anderson, however, retained control of and directed the opera-
tions. The bawser soon became hopelessly entangled with the whip-
line, and the latter becoming foul of the main boom that was thrashing
violently about in the surf, got the whole gear in an effectual snarl,
from which it could not be extricated. When it was plain that this
effort to establish communication by means of the breeches-buoy would
fail, Keeper Brown fired another line, which dropped conveniently near
the imperiled men, but they took no notice of it. Meantime an unsuc-
cessful attempt had been made by three fishermen to go off in a dory
and clear the gear. Just as the keeper fired his second line the Hu-
mane Society’s twelve-oared life-boat, which had been bronght to the
scene, was launched under command of Captain Joshua Jawmes, of Hull,
and succeeded in reaching the schooner and rescuing five of the crew—
all that remained ‘alive. There had been eight, all told, but it appears
that the master and one man were washed overboard in the early part of
the night, soon after the vessel stranded, and another had subsequently
died in the rigging from exposure. They were Captain A. N. Fales, of
Rockland, L. C. Brems (cook), of Boston, and an unknown Danish
seaman.

The schooner was bound to Newburgh, New York, from Hillsboro, New
Brunswick, with a cargo of rock plaster. Having lost some of her sails
in the storm she had anchored off the land, where her chains had parted,
causing her to be driven ashore. She was afterwards raised and taken
into port in a damaged condition.

WRECK OF THE STEAM-SCHOONER MENDOCINO.

A case which put the energies and fidelity of the life-savers to the
severest test, and one that was characterized on their part by the highest
order of heroism in the face of obstacle and danger, was the rescue of the
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people from the steam-schooner Mendocino, which stranded on the south
spit of the bar of Humboldt Bay, coast of California. A little child, how-
ever, perished. i

This vessel, only six months old, hailed from San Francisco, reg-
istered about two hundred and fifty tons, and was equipped with anx-
iliary steam power. Shortly before noon of December 22, 1888, with
a load of lumber and eighteen persons on board, which included, be-
sides the crew, the wife and child of the chief engineer, she started, with-
out the services of a pilot, from a point known as Field’s Landing to
put to sea on her way to San Pedro. It was the captain’s intention in
passing out of the bay to take advantage of high water, which occurred
on the bar between 1 and 2 o’clock. There was a strong southeast wind
accompanied by drizzling rain, with a rough sea and a heavy break on
the shoals. The lead was kept going, which indicated soundings from
thirty-three to eighteen feet. At the latter depth it appears a big sea
caught the vessel and she struck bottom. The engines were at ouce re-
versed under full pressure. She then fetched up astern, carrying away
her rudder, and began to pound heavily. The steam-pipes burst, and
the sea and current caused her bow to swing to the southward and
drove her farther on the spit, where she soon commenced to leak, the
water rising eighteen inches in the engine-room. The spot where she
brought up was not less than three-quarters of a mile from the main
chaunnel, a fact that makes it extremely doubtful whether those in
charge were sufficiently familiar with the locality to justify their
course in attempting to cross the bar under the conditions that pre-
vailed.

Soon after the schooner struck, the captain, with the purpose of
easing her, ordered the forward lashings which coufined the deck-load
to be cut, but his men refusing to obey, he was obliged to undertake
the task himself. While absent to do this work the small boat, which
had previously been cleared, was lowered, the occupants being the
chief engineer, his wife and child, and four of the crew. It had not
proceeded more than fifty yards when it swamped, precipitating every
one into the sea.

The schooner’s peril was discovered by the man on watch at the
Humboldt Bay Station, (Twelfth District,) two miles northeast of the
scene of the accident, who immediately gave the alarm, and the surf-
boat, in charge of Surfinan No. 1 (the keeper at the time being at
Eureka), was speedily launched and the life-savers set out to reach the
vessel. They bad a strong flood tide to contend with, which greatly
augmented their labors, but caused them to work with redoubled zeal.
Entering the first line of breakers they saw on the crest of the sea a
boat which was right-side up, but full of water, with two men clinging
toit. It was evident that no time was to be lost if they were to be
saved, and so the station crew, with every nerve strained to its utmost
tension, shot their boat ahead by vigorous strokes through the foaming
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waters. They had not goue far when a heavy wave burst directly upon
the swamped boat, rolled it over and over like a log, and washed the
two men into the boiling surf. There was a quantity of lamber from
the wreck floating about, and among this the imperiled men were now
struggling. It was found necessary by the life-savers to pat over the
drogue, by which means they were enabled to sheer alongside the men
and pick them up. These then stated that five others were in the surf,
among them a woman and her child. The boat was again urged on-
ward, and the chief engineer and his wife were rescued. While the
latter was crying in agony for her little one, the surfmen kept on throngh
wave and breaker, guided by excellent steerage, toward a small object
ahead. This was found on nearer approach to be the child, wrapped ina
life-preserver, floating with its head under water. Just as an effort
was made to grasp it a huge comber dashed it far astern. Attempts to
reach it by backing the boat through the breakers proved fruitless.
Here it was that Surfman John Regnier performed an act of marked
heroism. Without a word of notice he sprang overboard and swam to
the child, which heé recovered, and after a resolute battle with the waves
succeeded in bringing it to the boat. It was a feat of exceptional dar-
ing, but barren of results beyond regaining the body, as the child was
already dead. No time was lost, but the boat was again urged on, and
the two men yet remaining, who were clinging to pieces of floating tim-
ber, were saved. The rescued persons were at once taken to the sta-
tion, which they reached in an exhausted condition. The prompt
attention, however, shown them by the life-saving crew and neighbor-
ing residents soon revived them. Efforts begun at the first practicable
moment and continued for a considerable length of time to resuscitate
the child proved unavailing.

The conduct of the station men in immediately manning the surf-
boat deserves the highest praise. Had they waited to launch the pon-
derous life-boat, under the circumstances that prevailed, it is probable
that all who were in the schooner’s boat would have perished. As soon
as the comfort of these people was assured the life-savers returned to
the scene of the wreck. The vessel was lying broadside to the beach
with the seas breaking over her amidships. The ebb tide, combined
with stroug currents and eddies, swept the surf-boat past the schooner,
and although every possible effort was made the oarsmen could not
reach her. They then went back to the station, and with the assistance
of two volunteers launched the life-boat. Un their way out they were
joined by the keeper, who had preceded them on a tug. By this time
three of the sailors were ready to be taken off, and the surfmen con-
veyed them to the tug, which thereupon towed the life-boat to the sta-
tion. The captain of the schooner, wishing to float his vessel, had re-
quested the keeper to run out a kedge for him, but this was found
entirely impracticable in the heavy and inoreasing surf. At half past
9 o'clock that night the tug, with the life-saving crew and their appa-
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ratus on board, again returned to the bar. The gun was lashed to the
bow-bits and two attempts were made to effect communication with the
wreck by meansof a line. The first of these failed, the line missing the
vessel. It was then hauled in and faked on deck. At the second fire
it was successfully landed on board, wherenpon the sailors hanled it in
until they reached the single whip, which they made fast to a hawser.
They then gave a signal and the life-savers, by use of the steam winch,
endeavored to get the hawser to the tug, but the strain parted the whip-
line. The tide had now turned ebb, and further efforts to float the. craft
at this time were abandoned. Early the next morning, (23d), in response
to a flag which was raised at half-mast on the vessel, the life-boat was
manned by the station crew and a number of volunteers. Owing to
the strong flood tide and heavy sea it was next to impossible to get the
boat near the wreck, and it was only after the keeper had requested
those on board to throw out a cork fender with a line attached, which
was picked up by the saurfmen, that any progress was made. Taking
advantage of a smooth time the life-boat was hanled as close to the bow,
which afforded no lee whatever, as it was safe to do, and a heaving-
line was thrown to the schooner. One of the sailors tied the lines
around him, and at a signal from the keeper, jumped overboard and
was hauled into the boat. Another was taken off in the same man-
ner. During these maneuvers the surf was seething and boiling on both
sides of the bow and washing into the life-boat in such volumes as to
nearly overwhelln the occupants. The quick receding breakers now
and again let the boat down with hard thumps on the sand, while the
eddying currents whirled it about in such & way as to render all efforts
to handle it useless on the part of the crew. At one time every oar
was wrenched from the hands of the men, and four were broken, the
others being recovered by the fastenings that held them to the boat.
The line leading to the wreck finally parted and the surfmen were
obliged to pull for a tug that meantime had fortunately arrived, upon
which they placed the two sailors, and then were towed back to the
station. The beach-gear was now for the second time put on the tug,
with the intention, if possible, of taking the remaining people off the
schooner by means of the Lreeches-buoy. It was not until the third
shot had been fired that a line was successfully put across her. Then,
after a long, hard, and wearisome pull the sailors secured the whip,
which was sent off double. Failing to follow the directions on the
tally-board they threw the tail-block over, for the reason, as was sub-
sequently explained, that they thought it was the purpose to drag them
through the breakers, an expedient they were unwilling to adopt. The
“keeper now had a hurried consultation with the tug captain, and it was
agreed that tn save the people a desperate effort wonld have to be made
with the life-boat. The situation was critical, as it was nearly high
water, and if the ebb tide caught the boat there would be great danger
of its being swept over the bar. After a vigorous pull, however, the
16726 L s—3



34 UNITED STATES LIFE-S8AVING SERVICE.

life-savers got near enough to the vessel to enable them, by the use of
a line, to haul all the men through the surf to the boat, the captain
being the last one to leave. Amid cheers from the tug’s crew the surf-
men safely landed the survivors and were towed to the station.

The next day (24th), the surf having somewhat moderated, the life-
savers took advantage of the circumstance to recover some of the cloth-
ing and property belonging to the wrecked crew. The incoming tide,
however, soon made it so rough that operations had to be suspended.
One of the seas stood the boat on end, and it came down with such
force on the sand as to split the radder in pieces. On the 25th the surf
had abated sufficiently to allow the station men to remove the rest of
the sailors’ effects. They also ran a line from the schooner to a tug.

On the night of the 26th, contrary to expectation, the patrolman dis-
covered that the craft had floated off the shoal, drifted across the channel,
and lodged on the north spit. The surf-boat was immediately launched
and brought to an anchor a safe distance from the vessel, it being the
purpose of the keeper to board her in case she floated on the flood tide
and moor her in deep water. Instead eof coming off, however, she
buried herself in the sand and stuck fast.

Little more was done by the surfmen, except to take off two men who
had been put aboard the wreck by a tug which had been compelled to
relinquish work on account of fouling her propeller. The schooner be-
came a total loss; about half of her cargo was saved.

The work of the station men on the occasion of this disaster deserves
special commendation. They did their work unflinchingly and handled
their boat in a manner that did credit to their resolution and prowess.
Surfman Regnier’s brave act in leaping into the raging sea that threat-
_ ened to ingulf him to the rescue of the child was the crowning event of
their gallant labors and one worthy to be placed among the noblest of
heroic deeds.

Grateful acknowledgment is made to Captain Buhne for the free
use of his tugs, the H. H. Buhne and Mary Ann, and to the captains
and crews of these vessels for their voluntary and helpful services.

WRECK OF THE BARK JOSIE TROOP.

An appalling disaster, resulting in the loss of eleven lives out of a
total crew of seventeen, was that to the British bark Josie Troop, of Saint
John, New Brunswick, February 22, 1889, which occurred a short dis-
tance south of the Chicamicomico Station, (Sixth District,) coast of
North Carolina.

At about half-past 7 o’clock in the evening of the date named, as the
north patrolman was returning over the beach on horseback he discov-
ered the bark in the breakers. Putting spurs to his horse he dashed
up to the station, which was between him and the vessel, alarmed the
life-saving crew, then galloped on down the shore and burned two Coston
signals to apprise the people on board that assistance was close at hand.
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The wind was blowing fresh from the north-northwest with a furious
sea running, making an impassable surf along the beach. The station
crew immediately ran out the apparatus cart, summoned by telephone
the men of the adjacent stations, and in twenty minutes time had their
gear opposite the vessel. She was lying, as near as could be judged,
between five and six hundred yards from the beach, head on, but slowly
swinging broadside to, and working to the southward. A tar barrel was
aflame near the forecastle and a torch was burning on the poop deck.
The gun was at once placed in position and efforts were made to reach
the bark with shot-lines, but they fell short owing to her extreme dis-
tance from the shore, until but one line remained of the supply the life-
savers had with them. The keeper dispatched a surfman to the station
with the horse and cart, with directions to bring to the scene all the
shot-lines in store. In the meantime the company, reinforced by the
crews of the two adjacent stations and a number of people from the neigh-
boring hamlet of Chicamicomico, followed the rapidly disintegrating
craft as she pounded through the heavy breakers down the beach, and
when the cart returned made several further attempts to throw lines
over her bat to no purpose. Finally the vessel came within range of the
smallest line in use, which was fired off, but before the report of the gun
had died away the mainmast fell with a crash, the lights on board were
extinguished, and utter darkness closed over the scene. The line,
however, ran out so rapidly that the beachmen were obliged, in order
to prevent its escape altogether, to fasten on another. When the latter
was nearly exhausted the strain suddenly ceased and the line came to a
standstill. The slack being hauled in it was found that the first line
had parted a few feet from its union with the other. It is quite evident
that the line fired must have fallen across some part of the wreck,
probably the mainmast, and was drawn off when the spar went over the
side.

It was now between 10 and 11 o’clock at night. The life-savers, dis-
couraged, unable to get even a glimpse of the distressed vessel, and
hearing no sound from her, were fearful that the fall of the mainmast
betokened a complete collapse. Large quantities of wreckage coming
ashore south of the scene of operations seemingly confirmed this appre-
hension. All the men, except enough to successfully work the appa-
ratus if occasion required, were sent down the beach to render prompt
assistance to any that might possibly wash in from the wreck. This
patrol was kept up for a distance of two iles, during the entire night,
without result. '

The keeper with his chosen assistants remained opposite the spot
where the bark had disappeared, vainly straining their eyes to obtain
even a shadowy outline of her. Finally, at about 2 o’clock in the morn-
ing (23d), a portion of the after part of the vessel (which latter, it ap-
pears, had by this time broken into three pieces), consisting largely of
she upper works, suddenly loomed into view within two hundred yards
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of the beach. As quickly as possible a line was fired across it. The
whip was at once hauled off and made fast to the stump of the mizzen-
mast, after which the hawser was sent aboard and set up. Then the
six sailors who had taken refuge on the top of the after cabin were
conveyed ashore in the breeches-buoy. The first man rescued had his
throat cut, his head badly battered by some blunt instrument, and his
feet gashed. It was subsequently ascertained that the wounds were
self-inflicted in a frenzy of fear of death by drowning. The ship-
wrecked men were conducted to the station and cared for, while the
life-savers kept watch on the beach in hope of being able to succor others
of the crew. This hope, however, was dispelled, as the light of day
slowly brought into view all the parts of the vessel, except a portion of
the hull, strewn in fragments along the shore. The bottom of the hull,
buried under its load of chalk, remained where the vessel had finally
fetched up and gone to pieces.

From the testimony of the survivors it was learned that the bark was
bound from London, England, to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by the
southern trade-wind passage, with a cargo of seventeen hundred tons
of chalk. Some days prior to the disaster she bad encountered thick
and stormy weather, the last observation to determine her position hav-
ing been taken February 17th. Since that time she had been run by
dead-reckoning. In the forenoon of the 22d, while the vessel was be-
ing kept to the westward, the captain, thinking that he was nearing the
North Carolina coast, and expecting by midnight to raise the Cape
Hatteras or some more northerly light, took soundings which resulted
in an ascertained depth of twenty-five fathoms. The bark was immedi-
ately put about on the off-shore tack and a course shaped to the north-
eastward until some time in the afternoon. During this run she logged
not morethan twelve miles. The cratt was then worn round and steered
to the westward until she struck. The lead had not been used while
standing inshore. Orders had been given to tack ship at 8 o’clock in
the evening, but forty minutes before that hour she was in the breakers,
when, according to the captain’s calculations, she should have been
thirty-six miles at sea. A tar barrel and some oakum were thenignited,
and as soon as the answering signals on shore were seen the men were
got afy to the cabin by the first mate and steward, who considered it the
safest part of the vessel and clear of the seas that were sweeping the
forward decks with great force. Ten minutes after the bark stranded
she gave a heavy lurch, and the captain, who was trying to clear away
oune of the boats, was washed overboard. As time passed and none of
the lines fired by the life-savers came aboard ten of the crew stole for-
ward, where the large open boats were kept. No soouer had they done
so than the mainmast went over the side and the craft began to break
up amidships, thus cutting off all communication between the two groups
of men. It is quite certain that those forward were carried overboard
with the foremast, upon which they had sought refuge. This fell at

R
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about 1 o’clock in the morning. The vessel finally broke up and the
first mate and his five compaunions were rescued from the cabin in the
manner already described.

All the evidence gathered by the investigating officer concerning this
affair, which included sworn statements of the survivors, the keepers
and the station crews, and a number of citizen eye-witnesses, shows that
everything was done that human ingenuity could devise to save the
lives so unnecessarily sacrificed that night off Chicamicomico. Had
the lead been used continuously from the timne the vessel was first found
to be in twenty-five fathoms of water until the light of which they were
in search had been sighted, it would not now be necessary to record in
these columns the wreck of the Josie Troop and the melancholy loss of
the captain and ten of her crew. It is probable that to the neglect of
this, the most important duty of the navigator when approaching land,
is attributable the loss of more life and property than to any other of
the many caunses of shipwreck by stranding.

As soon as possible after the men were taken from the wreck the
keeper of the Nag’s Head station was requested by telephone to send
a boat at once to Mauteo for a physician. This was done, and by
using a relay of station horses he was enabled to reach Chicamicomico
early in the afternoon. The wounded man’s throat was sewed up, and
his bruises were dressed, as were those of the other men. The sailors
were kept at the station and cared for as well as the facilities of the
place admitted of until the morning of March 3d—eight days—when they
were put aboard a small schooner chartered by the superintendent of
the district, acting for the British consul at Norfolk, Virginia, for trans-
portation to that city. It was learned that the wounded seaman bore
the trip withont disadvantage and that there was every promise of his
ultimate recovery. All attested the anvarying kindness shown them
while at the station. The following statement, expressing their grati-
tude and praise of the work of the life-saving crew, was handed to the
keeper :

¢ CHICAMICOMICO STATION, March 2, 1889.
“This is to certify that in my opinion the captain and crew of this sta-
tion, assisted by the captains and crews of New Inlet and Gull Shoal
stations, did all in their power to save the lives of myself and crew of
the bark Josie Troop, which went ashore here on the night of Febru-
ary 22, It would have been impossible for any crew of men to have
done more. Also for the kind treatment we have received from Cap-
tain J. H. Wescott and his crew during our stay here, their kind atten-
tion to the injured men (the steward and seamen) being beyond praise.
In fact, the kindness of all the officers is beyond description and a
credit to the nation they are serving. Their conduct throughout is

beyond commendation and will never be effaced from our memory.
“Yours truly,
‘“ROBERT E. HUNTER,
“First Mate, Barque Josie Troop, Saint Johw's, New Brunswick.”
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The clothing donated by the Women’s National Relief Association
was used on this occasion for the benefit of the distressed men, and
contributed needful comfort and relief. _

Several days after the disaster a number of the dead were found on
the-beach by the patrolmen and were properly cared for. The names
and residences of the lost, as near as can be ascertained, are as follows:
W. G. Cook (eaptain), Yarmouth, Nova Scotia; H. R. Christofsen,
Norway ; Thomas McCoy, Dublin, Ireland; John Rodgers, Wexford,
Ireland; G.Johannsen, Norway; George Williams, London, England ;
Hermann Andersen, Hamburg, Germany; John Coffe, Portsmouth,
England; G. S. Scidblad, Sweden; Charles Medeke, Bremen, Ger-
many ; J. Cuthbertson, Carmunnock, Scotland.

The subjoined letter, conveying the thanks of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment to the life-saving crews, was subsequently received at the De-
partment of State, from the British ckargé daffaires :

“ WASHINGTON, August 5, 1889,

¢« Srr : I have the honor to state that Her Majesty’s Government have
been informed of the circumstances attending the wreck of the bark
Josie Troop, of New Brunswick, in February last, on the coast of North
Carolina, near Chicamicomico, and of the services then rendered by the
life-saving station of that place, as well as of New Inlet and Gull Shoal,
who succeeded in rescuing part of the crew of the wrecked vessel. I
am now instructed to request you to be so kind as to convey, through
the proper channels, to the crews of the stations above mentioned, the
thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the bravery displayed by them
on that occasion, and for their kindness to the survivors of the wreck.

¢1 have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your
most obedient, humble servant,

¢“H. G. EDWARDES.
¢«The Hon. JAMES G. BLAINE,
« Secretary of State.”?

WRECK OF THE BRIG AGNES BARTON.

One of the most distressing cases of the year occurred March 14, 1889,
During a heavy northeaster the brig Agnes Barton, of Baltimore, Mary-
land, was wrecked on the Virginia coast a shortdistance north of the Dam
Neck Mills Station, (Sixth District.) She was bound home from Navassa,
West Indies, with a cargo of phosphate rock and a crew of ten men.
This disaster was particularly unfortunate in view of the attending cir-
cumstances. The brig went ashore only a quarter of a mile from the
station, in broad daylight, within easy reach of line operations, but
owing to a succession of unavoidable incidents six of the sailors lost
their lives, drowning in plain view of the workers on the beach, who
had exhausted every means known to their calling in vain efforts to
save them.

The vessel was of four hundred tons burden and had started from
Navassa, February 20th, on'herreturn voyage. Her passage was a very
tempestuous one, and on March 14th she encountered an unusually se-
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vere northeast blow. Owing to the thick and rough weather that bad
been experienced, she was thrown a considerable distance to the west-
ward of her reckouing and instead of making Cape Henry, at the en-
trance to Chesapeake Bay, in the forenoon of that date, as the captain
expected,it was found that she was off Currituck Beach,nore than thirty
miles to the southward. When this fact became known the vessel was
hauled by the wind, now mounting to nearly a gale, and a course shaped
about north-hy-west, some five miles off the land. Soundings were
taken and the depth of water was ascertained to be twelve fathoms.
The brig had been leaking ever since she left Navassa, and by this time
the watch were compelled to pump at the rate of a thousand strokes an
hour to keep her free. As she proceeded northward, nnder a full press
of canvas, she was driven to leeward and constantly neared the shore.
After reaching a point opposite the Dam Neck Mills Station, it became
obvious that she could not be made to fetch by Cape Henry, and it was
decided to beach her as near the station as possible. The weather was
too heavy to tack ; besides, in the vessel’s leaky condition, it would have
been a perilous venture to stand off shore. The captain hoisted a signal
of distress to inform the station crew of his intentions, and then headed
the brig, under all forward sail, squarely for the beach. She was
driven at a bigh rate of speed before the gale and furious sea and struck
the outer bar, head on, some two hundred and fifty yards from the land.
This was at twentv minutes of 5 o’clock. The tide was nearly half flood.
The swift succeeding breakers swept over the stern and reached as far
as the foremast, the crew being obliged to seek safety near the break
of the forecastle.

The vessel was first sighted from the station when she was some three
miles to the southeastward. She passed by, attracting no unusnal at-
tention. As soon, however, as she hoisted her eunsign, union down,
the life-savers saw that something was amiss, and they ranup, in answer,
a code signal to open communication. Hardly had this been done when
she was seen to stand for the shore. The beach-apparatus was imme-
diately ordered out and the station crew were abreast of the craft almost
the moment she struck. A fine rain now began to fall, and the wind
and surf were momentarily increasing in violence. In five minutes’
time a line was fired off, but it fell short some forty or fifty yards. This
was speedily hauled back and coiled in the box. It was then fired
again, with an increased charge of powder, and went between the head-
stays, landing on the starboard fore yard-arm. The line was passed
clear of the rigging Ly the sailors, and the whip hauled aboard and
made fast on the foremast about twenty-five feet up. The hawser
quickly followed, and was secured a couple of feet above the tail-block.
Thus far everything worked well. Meanwhile the deck-houses, bul.
. warks, etc., began to break up and go adrift. The vessel kept work-
ing nearer the shore, rolling heavily with the action of the seas, and
swinging round so that she was finally broadside to the beach, and
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listed hard over to port with her head to the north. Her constant
swaying and shoreward movements caused the loss of an hour’s time by
preventing the tautening of the lines so that the buoy could be opera-
ted. The shore purchase had to be fleeted several times. At last, how- _
ever, as darkness was approaching and the brig was listing over more
and more every minute, the breeches-buoy was sent off, but would
alternately drop into the surf and be jerked out as the hawser slacked
and tautened. One of the sailors entered the buoy, and the surfmen,
after waiting 4 few minates and receiving no signal, hauled him ashore.
He was drawn through the surf most of the way and proved to be the
first mate. Notwithstanding that some twenty persons assisted on the
whip-line, it worked very hard and several times caught, obliging the
beach party to use their utmost endeavors to move it. The mate, who
was considerably exhausted on reaching shore, informed the life-savers
that a piece of rope had lodged in the tail-block and jammed the sheave
and line, and that he had been trying to clear it (having entered the
breeches-buoy for the purpose) when he was hauled ashore. There was
so much rope and junk adrift that the keeper had been obliged to keep
one of his men continunally clearing the whip-line so that it would ren-
der through the sand-auchor block. The breeches-bnoy was hauled back
again to the vessel, and the ship’s steward was landed under about the
same circumstances as attended the first trip. Darkness mow pre-
vented those on shore from seeing the buoy when it reached the vessel.
It came back the third time empty. Two of the survivors testified that
the captain, in a weak and helpless condition, was assisted into the
buoy. It seems that he got into it with a long overcoat on, the skirts of
which hung outside. He was advised to remove the garment, but
showing no inclivation to do so, a comrade, fearing that an underrush
of the surf between the coat and body might lift the feeble man out of
the buoy, pulled out a jackknife and attempted to cut the skirts clear.
This was only partly accomplished when the buoy was hauled towards
the shore. It is stated that one of the sailors saw the captain washed
out. Thisis the first occurrence of the kind in the history of the Service.

The buoy was again sent back to the brig and a sailor and the cabin
boy were safely landed. For the fifth time the buoy was hauled off,
but on its return it was found empty. It must be remembered that
these operations were executed under the greatest difficulty; the lines
became repeatedly fouled with pieces of rope and wreckage; the vessel
was very unsteady, and a tremendous surf swept the beach and broke
over the lines a large portion of their extent. The breeches-buoy was
started on its sixth trip to the craft, but after it had traveled some
fifty yards it stopped altogether, and the united efforts of the rescuers
could not move it in either direction. The life-savers tried in various
ways to break it loose, but to no purpose. The vessel had now listed
over 80 that nearly all the gear was under water. Shortly after this
the keeper and crew of the Seatack Station arrived on the scene. .- Ef-
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forts were renewed to get the buoy clear, but without success. About
this time what appeared to be the flying jib-boom went by the board,
together with all-the head-sails, and the wreckage was swept under
the foremast. After satisfying themselves that it was useless to con-
tinue trying to break loose the buoy, the station men decided to wait
until low water (the tide was falling,) and put another line over her, as
she would then probably be lying easier, and less difficulty would be
experienced in throwing the line clear of the wreck-stuff.

The weather was not cold and there was no immediate danger of the
crew’s perishing. A fire was built on the beach to encourage them
and a strict watch maintained. Keeper Payne, of the Little Island
Station, with one of his crew, also arrived shortly after 11 o’clock.
About midnight another line was fired across the vessel, but no efforts
were made on board to haul it off. The surfmen kept working it up
and down the beach, so as to give the sailors a chance of reaching it,
bat the expedient proved futile. No sonnds that would indicate that
a living soul was on board the vessel could be heard, and the worst
fears were entertained. The life-savers, being powerless to do anything
effectively, now resolved to wait until daylight. Further precaution
was taken to vigilantly patrol the beach, in order to give prompt help
to anyone who might come ashore in the surf. When day broke five
men were seen clinging to the vessel. Three were on the fore-topgal-
lant-mast and two on the fore-topmast; one of the latter was lying
across the mast, apparently lashed, with his legs dangling, giving the
appearance that he was dead. The craft was listed so far over that her
topmast heads almost reached the breakers. A line was speedily fired,
which fell to leeward of the brig, as there was nothing high enough out
of water to catch it. This was quickly hauled in and fired again. It
fell across the starboard braces. The surfinen walked with it up the
beach and succeeded in drawing it to the yard-arm, so that one of
the men could reach it. The whip was then taken a short distance
up the beach, to gain the advantage of the current, and bent on to
the shot-line. It was the intention, if the sailors succeeded in haul-
ing oft the whip, to send aboard a hawser and try to effect a rescue by
means of another bteeches-buoy. As soon as they commenced to haul
off the whip the other gear, which had remained standing, was cut
clear, so that there would be no danger of the lines fouling. The whip
went off so well at the start that a number of the life-savers imme-
diately proceeded to the station to obtain a hawser and breeches-buoy.
After thirty or forty fathoms of whip had been paid out the weight of
the line prevented the sailors, in their exhausted condition and from their
cramped positions, from hanling it farther against the inrushing sea.
They then, apparently, made the shot-line fast. The surfmen motioned
to them to slack up the line, but they did not seem to understand. Sig-
nals were also made for one of them to tie the shot-line around his
waist and take the chances of being dragged ashore through the surf,
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but without effect. The man on the end of the topmast was seen to
leave the brig and attempt to follow the shot-line in, hand-over-hand,
but he soon disappeared. The life-savers scattered along the beach in
hopes of saving him, but he did not gain the shore. Twenty minutes
after this the vessel’s topmasts began to dip deeply into the water, and
she suddenly took three heavy rolls and collapsed, the heels of her
masts floating up. Those ou board of her were instantly engulfed,
and, so far as could be seen, did not come to the surface again. Dili-
gent search was made along the beach, but no traces of the men were
found. A

From the foregoing account it will be seen that the life-saving men,
from the moment they commenced operations until the vessel went to
pieces, did everything iun their power to rescue those on board. Three
keepers and two full crews were present daring most of the work, and
every expedient that had any chance of success was employed. During
the entire proceedings a furious storm was raging, the wind at no time
being less than forty-eight miles an hour, and at times rising to a ve-
locity of seventy-two miles according to the Signal Service record at
Cape Henry. The sea that swept the beach was so tremendous that it
was utterly impossible to launch a boat; in fact it was not once thought
of. The life-saving men supposed that little difficulty would be experi-
enced in bringing off the sailors in the breeches-buoy, but the fouling
of the gear as described, the almost immediate swinging of the vessel
broadside to and listing over, combined to defeat their best efforts and
render them powerless to do effective work. No mistake seems to have
been made on their part. They exerted themselves to the utmost in
trying to save life and their failure to effect a complete rescue was due
solely to unfortunate conditions over which they had no control.

The following are the names and residences of the lost: H. B. Knight,
captain, Baltimore, Maryland ; James Richards, second mate, Philadel-
phia, Penusylvania; John Smith (colored), Cape Charles, Virginia;
Peter Florida (colored), Panama, United States of Colombia; Charles
Hobbs (colored), Suffolk, Virginia, and Edward Forbes (colored), Turk’s
Island, West Indies. Four of the bodies, including those of the cap-
tain and second mate, subsequently washed upon the beach, one of
them forty miles south of the scene of the wreck. Two of them were
buried by the surfmen and the other two sent to relatives in Baltimore.

The four survivors, who were provided with suitable clothing from
the supply placed at the disposal of the Service by the Women’s Na-
tional Relief Association, were cared for at the Dam Neck Mills Station
several days, after which they proceeded to their homes. The vessel
and cargo were a total loss.

WRECK OF THE S8CHOONER NORTHAMPTON.

The ninth case in the record of fatal casualties was another pecul-
iarly unfortunate one. On April 7, 1889, during a furious storm, the
small schooner Northampton, of Cherrystone, Virginia, was driven on
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the Virginia beach midway between the Seatack and Dam Neck Mills
Stations, (Sixth District.) Three of her crew perished, only one sur-
viving. '

The vessel measured a fraction over thirty-six tons burden and was
what is locally known as an ¢ oyster pungy.” The afternoon previous
to the disaster she had discharged her cargo at Cherrystone. While
lying at anchor off the town the storm broke upon her and both.chains
parted. The wind, which first came from the southwest, soon shifted
with great force to the northeast and the craft was helplessly driven
across the entrance of Chesapeake Bay. The sea and wind rapidly in-
creased in violence and the vessel being light it was feared that she
would roll over. Both masts were therefore cut away shortly after she
went adrift. She was tossed about to the great peril of those on board,
wholly at the mercy of the waves, until 9 or 10 o’clock the following
morning (7th). A steamer then drew near and made strenuous efforts
to get a line to her, but without avail, the heavy weather completely
preventing successful operations. The steamer, after remaining on the
scene for an hour and a half, left her, and she was swept down along
the Virginia coast, most of the time not more than a mile off shore, and
was finally driven into the breakers and well up on the beach two miles
and a quarter north of the Dam Neck Mills Station.

From the testimony of John Moody, the survivor, it appears that as
the vessel was being blown southward, those on board of her could
make out nothing on shore except when lifted on the top of some huge
wave, they caught glimpses of the Princess Anne Hotel (five miles be-
low Cape Henry) and occasionally of a few of the small houses scat-
tered along the beach. The seas constantly swept over the craft, and
the crew, who clung with desperation to the cabin doors and hatch, had
the greatest difficulty in maintaining their hold. It was raining and
snowing most of the time and the imperiled men, from their severe ex-
posure, grew more and more exhausted and helpless. When opposite
a fish house, a short; distance south of the hotel, they tried to hold up
part of the foresail with some oars so that the wind might blow them
ashore. The vessel got within about two hundred yards of the shore
and was driving between the pound-net stakes, which range out at right
angles to the beach, when a furious breaker suddenly engulfed her and
washed all hands overboard. One of the men (Moody,) managed to
catch hold of the side of the vessel, whereupon another sea knocked
him back on deck and he succeeded in crawling aft to the tiiler. The
captain and the other two men were last seen by him seaward of the
vessel struggling in the water and clinging to the fore-boom. They
were doubtless soon drowned. Five or ten minutes after this the cabin
hatch commenced going to pieces, and the schooner being in the heav-
iest of the breakers and close in, Moody became alarmed and jumped
into the surf and started to swim for the shore. The inrushing seas
luckily lifted him out on the beach and he scrambled to dry land in
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safety. He was very cold and much exhausted, but made his way in a
bewildered condition to the woods and throngh them to the inlet be-
yond. Here he was seen by a man on the other side of the inlet named
Gallap, who leaped into a skiff, rowed to the opposite bank, took the
sailor into the boat, and conveyed him to his home. Moody was speech-
less and pretty far gone when he reached shelter. He bore a number
of cuts and bruises, his clothing was torn in shreds, and his head and
face were covered with sand. He was given hot coffee and carefully
attended during the night, and by morning was nearly restored. That
day he was enabled to go to the Seatack Station and later to Norfolk,
whence he proceeded by boat to Baltimore, the keeper obtaining free
passage for him. The schooner, after the sailor left her, struck ‘the
beach, and, as near as could be ascertained, went to pieces in a half
hour’s time.

The vessel was first discovered approaching the Virginia beach by
some of the guests of the Princess Anne Hotel. As she had no bul
warks and was half full of water, she was nearly submerged, and could
only be seen u#8 some wave lifted her on its crest. The weather being
stormy and thick, with clouds of sand flying along shore, the condition
and number of those on board could not be determined. Two of the
waiters of the hotel followed the craft a mile and ahalf down the beach
as far as Rudy Inlet. There was such a heavy sea rushing in at this
point that they were unable to cross over. Taking a position on a sand
hill they saw the sailor jump into the surf and escape to the woods and
the vessel subsequently strike.

When the schooner was sighted from the hotel veranda a messenger
was immediately dispatched to the Seatack Station. The life-saving
crew had returned to their quarters at about 9 o’clock that morning
from the rescue of the crews of two schooners which had stranded dur-
ing the night a short distance to the northward. (See record of April 7—
Services of Crews). The surfinen were all pretty much fagged out by
their work, but had had some rest when news of the Northampton’s con-
dition reached them. They quickly procured sufficient gear from the
scene of the wrecks which they had been attending and hurried to the
inlet, two miles south of the station,and a quarter of a mile north of
where the schooner lay. They were obliged to haul their apparatus
along the narrow-gauge railroad track, which runs some distance par-
allel to the shore, and then work their way with considerable difficulty
over the sand hills and through the hollows back of the beach. They
arrived at the inlet a little more than half an hour after the craft struck.
The heavy sea at the mouth of the inlet prevented them from proceed-
ing farther than its northern edge. They met, however, a fisherman
who had just come from the wreck, and from him obtained information
that ther.: was no one on the vessel, and that she had broken to pieces.
After making inquiries as to the survivor who, they were told, was
being comfortably cared for at a neighboring farinhouse, and satisty-
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ing themselves that no service could be rendered, they returned to the
station.

The loss of life in this case was due wholly to circumstances over
which the life-saving men had no eontrol. It was entirely out of their
power to afford the slightest assistance. The three men perished be-
fore the schooner came upon the beach and at a point beyond the reach
of human aid.

Several days afterwards the body of the captain, Elijah Lawson, was
recovered by the station men about ten miles down the beach and, with
the money and papers found upon it, was delivered to his friends.

WRECK OF THE S8CHOONER JOHN BIIAY.

The next loss of life.was that of the entire crew of the schooner John
Shay, which was wrecked on the North Carolina coast in the vicinity of
the Cape Hatteras Station, (Sixth District,) April 17,1889, The vessel
hailed from Port Jefferson, New York, and was bound from Hastings,
in that State, to Washington, District of Columbia, with a cargo of
stone and a crew of six men all told. It will be seen from the narra-
tive that the fatal results could not, by any effort of the Life-Saving
Service, have been averted. '

The vessel was discovered by the keeper of the Big Kinnakeet Sta-
tion at about noon of the date mentioned. She was a'short distance off
shore, coming straight for the beach, flying a signal of distress. A
strong wind had been-blowing from the eastward almost continnously
for several days and had made up a tremendous sea. Throughout this
period the weather had been thick, with occasional showers, and during
the forenoon of the day in question a strict patrol had been maintained
north and south of the station. As soon as the schooner was sighted
‘the life-savers took it for granted that she was about to be beached and
active preparations were made to start at once for the scene with the
breeches-buoy apparatus. The adjacent stations were notified by tele-
phone of the situation, though hardly had this been done when the
vessel was seen to anchor about three-quarters of a mile off; she swung
broadside to and at intervals the sea broke completely over her. The
fury of the inrushing breakers, which formed an impassable wall of surf,
precluded the use of a boat. In a little while a two-flag International
Code signal was hoisted on the vessel, but its meaning could not be
made out from the shore. Nevertheless the keeper endeavored to open
communication, but, for a time, ineffectually, doubtless because the sig-
nals shown could not be distingunished by those on board. At last the
weather lighted up somewhat and a signal agking for a tug was read
by the station men and immediately answered. Word was at once tele-
phoned to the Signal Service operator at Cape Hatteras, but a reply
soon came back that the telegraph wires were down beyoud that point
and a telegram could not be forwarded.

The keeper, after signaling the master of the vessel to this effect,
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telephoned to the next station north with instructions to the life-saving
- men to transmit the message as quickly as possible along the coast over
the Service telephone wires, in the hope that it might possibly be got to
Norfolk. Nothing more was shown on the vessel. The surfmen, after
a brief wait, ran up the code signal L M, (** The berth you are now in is
not safe.”) This was done because it would take at least fifteen or
twenty hours for a tug to arrive, and with night approaching and no
indication of a favorable change in the weather, it was unsafe for the
schooner to remain where she was. It was advisable for her to seek an °
anchorage farther off shore. She was all the while closely watched, but
owing to the rain the station men, even with the aid of glasses, could
not make out what was taking place on board. The wind meantime
had drawn off shore to the west of morth. Shortly after 4 o’clock the
craft was seen to hoist her mainsail part way up, slip her cables, and
stand off the land. She soon set her jibs, and afterwards lowered the
mainsail and headed down the beach. The keeper at once had horses
hitched to the mortar-cart and notified the station to the south (Cape
Hatteras) that the schooner had got under way and was running down
the coast, and that he and his crew were about to follow with the ap-
paratus. The beach was soft and covered with water, and when some
two miles on the way, good progress having been made, one of the axles
of the cart became heated, causing a halt. Efforts were made in vari-
ous ways to remedy the trouble, and a number of citizens of the neigh-
borhood who had accompanied the surfmen aided in the work, but it
was found impossible to get the cart in running order until the axle
should cool.

It may be well to state, in order that the explanation of the vessel’s
movements may be better understood, that Cape Hatteras makes out
about eight miles to the southward of the Big Kinnakeet Station and
that at the point of the cape (just beyond the outer bar) and between
it and the Inner Diamond Shoals there is a channel called the Inner
Slue. Between the Inner and Outer Diamond Shoals there is another
channel known as the Outer Slue. Many vessels pass through these
channels during good weather to save the long sail out and around the
shoals, while many attempt to do so in heavy weather to more quickly
reach a lee and smooth water.

It was evident that the captain intended to seek shelter by trying to
go through the Inner Slue, for if he had wanted to beach the schooner
he could easily have done so when she first came in sight of the
station. The fact that the jibs were the only sails set after heading down
the coast supports this theory. Besides, whenever the vessel showed
a tendency to head up towards the land the jib-sheets would at once be
drawn to windward (the wind being a little off shore) when she would
immediately resume her course. The captain seems, however, to have
finally changed his mind and abandoned the undertaking, for after a
while the mainsail was again hoisted and the schooner was steered for

«Tn
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the beach. She struck, as near as could be judged, some five or six
hundred yards off, at a point about three miles north of Cape Hatteras.
When the cart became disabled and there was no prospect of getting
it over the beach, orders were given for the men to hurry along and
meet the crew of the Hatteras Station, on whose beach it was now ob-
vious the vessel would strike if she was headed for the shore. The
keeper rode one of the horses as fast as he could for a half mile or so
in advance, when he dismounted and tied the horse to a telegraph pole,
so that some member of his crew following after could secure a rest by
riding the animal and.also hurry thequicker to the scene of operations.
The keeper then ran down along the beach, passing the vessel just as
she struck the bar, until the surfman on the horse overtook him,
when he remounted and galloped on until he met the crew of the Hat-
teras Station, who were hurrying to the schooner’s assistance as fast as
the condition of the beach, the beating rain, and strong head wind
wonld permit. The vessel struck at about twenty minutes of 6 o’clock.
The work of the life-saving wen now proceeded under the direction
of the keeper of the Hatteras Station. The latter, as soon as he re-
ceived word that the vessel was in distress in the vicinity of the Big
Kinnakeet Station, ordered out the apparatus-cart. Some ponies be-
longing to the surfinen were canght and hitched to it, and all hauds,
pushing and helping as best they could, started up the beach with the
gear. Before the two crews could join forces the mainmastof the craft
was seen to topple and the foremast almost immediately did the same.
Both kept gradually going over, and finally fell together into the sea,
the vessel entirely disappearing. It was & sudden and unlooked-for
collapse, and a moment afterwards nothing could be seen in the waves
but a confusion of wreckage, most of which began to drift towards the
cape. The keeper of the light-house, who witnessed the occurrence,
testified that the schooner went to pieces just seventeen wminutes after
she struck. The expectation of rescuing the entire crew, which had
stimulated the life-savers to pat forth their ntmost endeavors, now van-
ished,but they were yet hopeful of saving at least some of them. Their
efforts, therefore, were not once relaxed. When they reached a favor-
able spot the gun was quickly placed in position and a line fired over
the floating wreckage. The keeper thought that he could make out
two of the sailors amongst the débris and a bystander testified that
the line fell across one of them, but that he made no effort to secure it.
As soon as it was found that the line was not made fast the surfmen
bent on several cork jackets and attempted to float them by the action
of the current within reach of some of the shipwrecked people, but the
surf was so high that the life-preservers could not be sent off shore.
Just at this time one of the schooner’s crew was discovered on the
cabin. The gun was, therefore, hurried to a new position and quickly
loaded and tired—a No. 4 line (the smallest size) being used on account
of the great distance. This went true to the mark and fell within easy
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grasp of the man, who immediately made it fast and waved his hands

to those on shore. The line was then carried by the beach party to

windward and held taut so that the wash of the sea might bear the

cabin to land, a plan that was considered safer than putting an undue
strain on the line which might break it. Notwithstanding the great
care that was exercised, however, the line parted. The gun was now
reloaded and a No 9 line fired. The heavier line was used because
those which had already been thrown were still in the surf and for the
reason also that the cabin had drifted nearer the shore while the bulk
of wreckage had worked farther off and beyond range. The line fell to
leeward of the house and had to be hauled in and fired again. It this
time fell just out of the man’s reach. It must be borne in mind that
much of the time the cabin, which was buta small portion of the schooner,
was entirely hid from view by the furious seas which constantly swept
over it. The gathering darkness and the varying force of the wind
also added to the difficulty of accurately firing the line. Furthermore
the object was so small that the line had to fall within very narrow
limits to insure the man’s getting it. The wonder is that any line at
all was successfully thrown within his reach. The house being unable
to long resist the heavy seas was quickly demolished on entering the
inner breakers. It is doubtful whether the man was seen after the
cabin went to pieces. One of the surfinen, nevertheless, hastily buckled
on a cork jacket and fastening a line around his waist plungedinto the
surf to the rescue, but the heroic effort proved futile. The wreckage
of the cabin was carefully examined after it reached the shore but no
trace of the man could be found. Meanwhile the rest of the drifting
wreckage had been swept to sea and out of sight.

The keeper and crew of the Creed’s Hill Station (six wiles to the
westward of the Cape Hatteras Station) had arrived during the opera-
tions and joined in the work. Darkness had now shat down and noth-
ing remained but to watch the shore. Anu effective patrol was main-
tained throughout the night and the two following days, but nothing
came on the beach. Many persons of the vicinity had rendered willing
and efficient aid in the efforts to rescue the shipwrecked, and a num-
ber of them remained far into the night keeping vigil with the life-
savers. On the 19th the sea had gone down sufficiently to enable the
station men, together with a party of wreckers, to go off in a boat to
the wreck. The stern of the vessel, which was found fast to the débris,
was cut loose and towed ashore. By sawing out some of the planks
her name was ascertained.

From a careful investigation of this case, in which exhaustive testi-
mony was taken, there can be drawn no other conclusion than that the
Service crews did all in their power to save life. The long continued
blow from the east and northeast Lad produced a fearful sea and surf,
the latter being almost if not quite as dangerous as any ever before
experienced on this exposed portion of the coast. It was utterly im-
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possible for an open boat to live, or even to be successfully lannched
from the beach, and so there was no way by which the surfmen could
reach the schooner when she first came to anchor oftf the Big Kinna-
keet Station.

The diligence of the crews in theig efforts to reach a position abreast of
the schooner when she was beached is unquestionable. The accident to
the cart belonging to the Big Kinnakeet Station, as subsequent events
proved, did not affect the result in any way. The men put forth their
strongest endeavors and acted with great promptness .and judgment,
and the sad loss of life was due to no faifure in effort or error in execu-
tion. The vessel broke up so quickly that had they been abreast of
her when she struck they could not in the limited time at their disposal
have effectually set up and worked the beach-apparatus.

Three of the bodies, without marks of identification, one of which was
supposed to be the captain’s, were subsequently found on the beach
between the Big Kinnakeet and Cape Hatteras Stations. They were
deceutly buried by the life-saving men.

CAPSIZING OF THE YAWL BELONGING TO THE SCHOONER MARY 8. BRADSIIAW,

The last instance of fatality occurred June 1, 1889, about a quarter
of a mile from the Creed’s Hill Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North
Carolina, during the inactive season when the regular life-saving crew
were off duty. .

The schooner Mary S. Bradshaw, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, sailed
from Charleston, South Carolina, May 28th, bound for her home port.
She had a crew of seven men and a cargo of phosphate rock. In a
southeast gale which she encountered, her sails were blown away and
she began to drift towards the Diamond Shoals, off Oape Hatteras. The
weather was foggy, with a high sea running, and the vessel being old
began to leak badly. She was therefore brought to an anchor; this
at about daybreak of June 1st. The captain knowing, under the condi-
tions that prevailed, that he was beyond signaling distance from the
shore, being some nine miles off, determined, in view of the critical situ-
ation of the schooner, to attempt to gain the land in his small boat.
The crew accordingly abandoned the vessel and pulled for the shore.
When they had reached the outer bar the yawl was discovered by the
wife of the keeper of the Creed’s Hill Station, who imnmediately sent a
boy for her husband, he having but a short time previously started for a
store about three miles distant to obtain necessary provisions. The
sailors, instead of waiting outside the line of breakers to see whether
any assistance could be rendered them from the beach, started through
the surf, which was sweeping in with great fury, when their boat was
quickly turned end over end and the occupants dashed out. All except
the steward, Thomas Williams, reached the shore in safety. The
latter was not seen alive after the capsize, and from tho bruises which
were found upon his head when the body was recovered three days
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later, it was judged that he was fatally injured at the time the boat
upset, and was consequently drowned immediately. The keeper, who
put back with all haste when the messenger overtook him, reached the
scene just as the survivors were landing. He at once conducted them
to the station, where they were properly cared for and furnished with
dry clothing from the stores placed at the disposal of the Service by
the Women’s National Relief Association.

At the time of the accident the surf was so heavy along the beach
that it would have been impossible to launch a boat and go to the res.
cue of the imperiled men. Tlie only chance of aiding them would have
been by means of a line which might have been fired to them when
they were outside the breakers. It appears, however, that the captain
fully realized that a boat could not be got clear of the shore to their as-
sistance, and so he resolved to take the desperate risk of landing, the
chance of success seeming to be as ome in a hundred. It is little less
than a miracle that all were not drowned.

It is plain that the loss of this life happened under conditions which
made its prevention oy the Life-Saving Service practically out of the
question. The keeper, on the 4th, found the body of the steward
and gave it a decent burial.

The schoouer, the day after being abandoned, was taken in tow by a
steamer to Baltimore. She was badly damaged although not more than
one-fifth of her cargo proved a loss.

DEATH OF WILLIAM D. O'CONNOR.

One of the saddest cases on the death roll of the year is that of Wil-
liam D. O’Connor,the late Assistant General Superintendent of the Life-
Saving Service, which occurred in the city of Washington on the 9th
of May, 1889, ’

The stroke was peculiarly painful to all who had ever enjoyed the
privilege of his personal friendship, because to them his death was not
only the extinguishment of a shining light, but the departure of a sin-
gularly delightful and lovable companion. Few persons, and none bat
those most truly constituted of gentleness and grace, have held their
friends by such strong yet tender cords as he.

It is appropriate that these pages should bear more than formal trib-
ute to his services, for he was more than a formal servant.

William Douglas O’Connor was born in Boston, January 2, 1832, and
there mingled in his veins that good blood of Scotch and Irish ances-
try which has so often taken high place in the pathways of distinetion.
His youthful years gave not only early but certain promise of extraor-
dinary character and ability. Endowed with an exuberant imagina-
tion and an intensely poetic temperament, he naturally found delight
in the realm of art, and was an ardent worshiper at her shrine. In
painting, to which his boyhood fancy first inclined, he acquitted him-
self in such manner as to show that success lay easily within his reach,
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In poetry also he manifested excellent gifts. At the age of twenty,
however, he turned his attention to the wider fields of literature, and
took an editorial desk in the office of the “Boston Commonwealth,”
a prominent daily newspaper established for the advocacy of free-soil
principles. From 1854 to 1860 he was a member of the editorial staff
of the ¢ Philadelphia Saturday Evening Post.” In the latter year he
publisbed a powerful romance entitled ¢ Harrington,” and during the
following years of his life many other productions of his facile and trench-
ant pen enriched the literature of the times. Of these the most notable
in fiction are “The Ghost” and ¢ The Carpenter,” and in the field of
controversy, “The Good Gray Poet” and % Hamlet’s Note-Book.” The
former are characterized by an abounding wealth of sentiment and
vivid imagery depicted with captivating grace and fluency, while the
latter exhibit a complete mastery of every polemic weapon. .

In 1861 he entered the civil service of the United States as corre-
spouding clerk of the Light-House Board, becoming chief clerk in 1873,
From 1874 to 1875 he was librarian of the Treasury Department; from
1875 to 1878 was a clerk in the office of the Revenue Marine Division,
with which the Life-Saving Service was then connected, and on the 28th
of June, 1878, was made Assistant General Superintendent of the Life-
Saving Service. He brought to the latter not only a mind richly stored
with valnable attainments, but a heart full of the love of humanity,which
through long subsequent years he thoroughly dedicated to the great
work intrusted to this department of the Government.

How much the Service owes to his untiring and loving fidelity none

fully know save those most closely associated with him officially. Be-
sides discharging his administrative duties in the office, he was largely
engaged in the preparation of the Annual Reports of the Service. For
this important task he possessed, in addition to nature’s bounteous gift
of clear and powerful expression, the skill and cultivated judgment
which come with long and critical experience. The labor of preparing
a volame of this character involves an amount of patient application
verging upou drudgery, and isliable in unskillful hands to impart a
shade of dullness to the pages. No such defect ever marred Mr. O’Con-
nor’s work.

Most of the accounts of shipwreck involving the loss of life, which
have greatly enhanced the interest of the reports, are from his pen.
Such reports, being of an official character and usually Jimited to the
naked recital of facts, would seem to afford little opportuuity for that
play of imagination and descriptive power which are so esuential to en-
list and sustain the interest of the general reader, but s>me of these
narratives are couched in langnage at once so apt and graphic, with
illustration so vivid and fascinating as almost to make the story a real,
present transaction, taking place with all its heroism and b .rror, within
the reader’s actual vision.

To his daily associates especially was it given to witness, in the days
of his declining strength, that unusual combination of amiable qualities
which 8o much endeared him to all his friends, Always distinguaished
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by an affability that never lacked dignity, nor ever suggested coldness,
his later days took on a tinge of patient and uncomplaining endurance
of physical misfortune which added the final touch to the fine fabric of
his character.

AWARDS OF MEDALS.

During the year a number of medals were bestowed in recognition of
acts of heroism in saving life.

The first case was that of Charles Gibbous, jr., a yonng lawyer of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who was awarded a gold medal. Theevi-
dence presented shows that, on or about the 28th of July, 1883, near
the Engleside Hotel, Beach Haven, New Jersey, a fatal accideut was
averted by the timely and heroic effort of the gentleman named. In
the middle of the day, while a number of persons were bathing, a young
man, who was unable to swim, was carried into the breakers beyond
. his depth. A fresh breeze had been blowing some time from the south-
east, causing a short and rough sea, and there was a strong current set-
ting up and somewhat off the shore. A line was immediately formed
by the people on the beach, who firmly joined hands and waded out
within reach of the helpless man, bat just as they were on the point of
rescuing him, the one at the end of the liue having grasped lis out-
stretched hand, a huge wave broke over the party, separating and con-
fusing them, and washing the drowning man still farther into the break-
ers, At this critical juncture Charles Gibbons appeared on the scene,
almost breathless, having run a considerable distance. Without hesi- -
tating an instant, unthoughtful of all personal peril, he dashed past
the crowd, plunged into the surf and struck boldly out irr the direction
of the imperiled man, who seemed to be hopelessly struggling for life.
Gibbons succeeded in reaching him when he was nearly exhausted by
fruitless and frantic efforts to save himself, and after a desperate strug-
gle, involving the imminent peril of his own life, brought him to where
the group of men stood ready to lend their assistance. On reaching
the beach Mr. Gibbons was nearly overcome by his exertions, while the
rescued man was so far gone, that sinking on the sand he lost con-
sciousness. The attentions of the bystanders, however, soon brought
him to and he was aided to hisbath-house. Mr. Gibbons’s act combined
the highest order of manly courage and nobleness of purpose, and chal-
lenged the admiration of all who witnessed it.

A silver medal was next bestowed npon William J. Venable, a life-
guard at Coney Island, in the employ of the Ocean Navigation Pier
Company. It is claimed that from 1879 to 1888 he was instrumental, in
one way or another, in saving more than thirty lives. The following
cases were submitted in testimony of his brave acts, which were found
to justly entitle him to the award made. It appears that on or about
the 1st of October, 1881, a lady and gentleman, whose names are an-
known, while bathing off Couney Island got beyond their depth and
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were in imminent peril of their lives. Venable, who witnessed their
predicament, dived from the iron pier, swam out and assisted them to
the shore. On the 5th day of July, 1883, Venable jumped into the
breakers from his boat and after several attempts rescued a drowning
man, by the name of August Bohle, whohad sunk to the bottom. After
safely taking him to the shore, Venable, by producing artificial respira-
tion, resuscitated him. The 10th of September of the same year a Mr.
Tweedle came very near being drowned in the surf opposite Rauch’s
Hotel. He was some three hundred yards from the shore, and every
moment added to his danger. Venable quickly manned a boat, which
he skillfully impelled against a strong wind and tide, and reached
the struggling man just in time to save him. At. another time, in
August, 1884, discovering Mr. Jagmetti, the chef of the Hotel Brighton,
in risk of losing his life in the surf, Venable plunged in and swam to
his relief. Jagmetti was completely overcome when he reached the
shore in charge of Venable, and had the latter not used vigorous meas-
ures to revive him would doubtless have died. Finally, July 31, 1887,
-Venable sprang into the surf to the rescue of an unknown man, who
was making violent but apparently futile struggles to maintain himself
above water, and brought him to the beach. He was very much ex-
hausted, but under Venable’s careful treatment was soon restored.

The third case was in relation to the rescue of four of the crew of the
schooner Havana, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This vessel sailed Sep-
tember 30, 1887, from Escanaba, Michigan, bound to Saint Joseph, in the
same State, with a cargo of iron ore and a crew of seven men. The
night of October 2nd, she encountered a strong gale and high sea, and
early the following morning (30th,) anchored oft her port of destination,
the captain considering it unsafe to run into the harbor on account of the
heavy breakers that choked the entrance between the pier heads. Up
to this time no difficulty had been experienced in keeping the schooner
free with one pump, but as soon as her anchors were down the leak in-
creased, and the seas washing over her amidships, the main pump could
not be worked. At about 7 o’clock after vain endeavors to signal a tug,
the crew becoming exhausted and the water gaining steadily in the hold,
the cables were slipped and under some head sail the craft was started
for the beach. The wind having hauled to the southward was blowing
almost parallel to the shore and, with no after sail, the vessel decks-to
and waterlogged, could not be steered directly towards the land. After
drifting along before the wind for nearly two hours she went to the bot-
tom taking all hands down with her. The masts remaining out of water,
the crew on coming to the surface took to the rigging. The mainmast
soon fell and the three men on it, which included the captain, were
drowned. The other four sailors still clang to the foremast. As soon
ag the Havana’s condition became known at Saint Joseph, Capt. Charles
Mollhagen and Engineer Angust Kuehn, who were the owners of the
small fishing steamer Hannah Sullivan, held a hurried consultation as to
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whether they could get their vessel over the bar at the harbor entrance,
where a continuous line of seas were breaking with great violence. The
undertaking was a venturesome one and seemed impossible to accom-
plish, but the men were large-hearted and resolute and determined to
make the attempt. The machinery, parts of which were disconnected,
was quickly put together and the tug got ready. If she struck the bar
there was no chance of escape, the hard earnings of many years would
go to the bottom of the lake, and those on board doubtless perish in the
waves leaving their families penniless. Besides, there was no certainty
that any one alive was on the ill-fated vessel. Only a single mast and
the fragment of a topsail flying in the gale could be seen above water.
It was a heroic moment and the on-lookers felt its inspiration as only
those can feel who see the courage of true manhood put to a crucial test.
The tug with a crew of nine on board finally set forth on her errand of
mercy. Shesuccessfully breasted the furious seas that one after another
swept her from stem to stern and momentarily threatened to engulf her.
The brave crew remained steadfastly at their posts and the undaunt-
ed hand at the helm guided her safely over the bar. After a ran of
eight miles from the harbor piers the sunken schooner was reached.
The tug steamed to'windward, lowered a small boat which by means
of a line was dropped down to the standing mast and three of the
sailors were rescued. The fourth man, who was the. mate, was so far
gone with exhaustion that he could not get into the boat. The tug
approached him as near as she could and a heaving-line was thrown
him. This he made fast around his waist and was hauled through the
water safely on board the steamer, which put back and entered port
without mishap. Taking into consideration the attending circum-
stances, more daring and laudable rescues than this rarely fall within
the province of life-saving work. It was not the first time that Captain
Mollbagen had imperiled himself in behalf of others. On several for-
mer occasions he had nobly and fearlessly saved life at the risk of his
own. Gold medals were awarded to him and Eugineer August Kuehn
and a silver medal each to the men who made up the tug’s crew on that
day, as follows: John Carrow, J. H. Langley, August Habel, Robert
Mollhagen, Alexander Cran, Louis Mollhagen, and George W. Schnei-
der.

A deserved tribute to bravery was the award of a silver medal to
Augustus L. Heckler, of New York City. The story of Lis heroism is
as follows: On Augnst 11, 1885, a young gentleman and lady, Mr. Mor-
ris and Miss Bridener, of Baltimore, who were in the surf at Asbary
Park, New Jersey, ventured beyond the life-lines for the protection of
bathers, and were swept by the undertow into deep water where they
were in imminent danger of losing their lives. The young man, forta-
nately, did not lose his presence of mind, but made efforts to keep his
companion afloat while he lustily called for assistance. Mr. Heckler,
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who was on the shore, hearing the cries for help, plunged into the sea
and struck out vigorously for the pair, who were every minute becoming
more exhausted and helpless by exertions to save themselves. Heckler,
by powerful strokes, swam an unerring course to the imperiled couple,
while the people who lined the beach stood eagerly and breathlessly
watching his intrepid movements. He reached the young lady and
brought her to the shore in an unconscious condition. He then returned
and assisted the young man, who by this time was very weak, to a place
of safety. It was some time before.Miss Bridener was fully restored.
Mr. Heckler’s daring and humane act was extolled by all who witnessed
it and gained him a well-earned reputation for manly courage. He
was also awarded a medal by the Life-Saving Benevolent Association
of New York for the same exploit.

The fifth award was a gold medal to William A. Harris, of San Ber-
nardino, California, in token of his courageous conduet in saving a youth
from drowning on August 2, 1886. On this date four gentlemen and
Harry Willis, a lad sixteen years of age and son of one of the party,
were seining for fish at the mouth of the Santa Margarita Creek, which -
empties inso the Pacific Ocean three miles north of O ceanside, in the
county of San Diego. The surf at the time was heavy and there was a
strong undertow. Young Willis was' at one end of the seine, farther
out than the others, when the current caught him and swept him a long
distance off shore beyond the breakers. In spite of his desperate
efforts to get back he was carried seaward until all hope of rescuing
him seemed gone. Mr. Harris was standing on the beach and witness-
ing the perilous situation of Willis, ran to -the ocean’s edge, hastily
throwing off his clothes as he went, and sprang in. Gaining deep
water he struck out for the struggling boy, who could not now be seen
from the shore except at intervals when the swell would lift him into
view. After a long and arduous swim Harris reached the lad who by
this time was enervated and helpless, and started with him for the land.
They were hidden so long by the swell of the sea from the anxious gaze
of the spectators that for awhile it was feared that both were drowned.
They however finally appeared in sight and Harris by great exertion
brought the youth safely to the shore. All on the beach had despaired
of the boy’s life as they thought he surely had been borne beyond reach
of succor. Mr. Harris’s daring and noble exploit merits the highest
mark of distinction.

On the 21st of August, 1888, three men were rescued from drowning
in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, by the gallant work of a young
woman and a girl living at the light-house depot at Castle Pinckney.
It was about midday and blowing a gale from the southwest with a
heavy sea running. Three men and a boy, who had been out fishing,
had their yawl suddenly capsized by a furious squall, about a hundred
and fifty yards from the wharf. The boy, who was a good swimmer,
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struck out for the shore, which he finally reached in safety. Mean-
while, one of the men clung to the capsized boat, and the other two,
after being buffeted about by the waves, managed to reach the piles of
the wharf, where, owing to the strong tide and rough water, they were
barely able to sustain themselves. Their loud cries for help attracted
the attention of the inmates of Castle Pinckney, who happened to be
all females, the keeper at the time being absent attending to some offi-
cial duties. Maud King, a girl of thirteen, the grand-daughter of the
master of the light-house tender Wistaria, seeing the perilous situation
of the men, determined to go to their rescue and ran down to the wharf,
where after great difficulty and risk she lowered a boat from the davits
into the water and got into it. Her mother tried to dissuade her from
the undertaking, which seemed rash and hopeless ; but the girl, inspired
by a noble purpose, was resolute and unflinching. Mrs. Mary Whiteley,
her aunt, then consented to accompany her, and together they manned
the oarsand pulled through the boisterous waves, jeopardizing their own
lives, to the assistance of the imperiled men. It was ouly through the
undaunted exertions of this young woman and girl who so fearlessly
faced danger, that the three fishermen, exhausted and on the point of
perisbing, were got into the boat and brought to the shore. They were
cared for in every way, and whep fully restored were taken to their
homes in Charleston, being deeply grateful for their preservation. The
brave rescuers were each awarded a silver medal in consideration of
their heroic act.

Officer Dennis O’Hara, of the police department of New York City
was the next to receive a medal of honor. It appears that at about 2
«’clock in the morning of December 2, 1885, a woman by the name of
Bridget Garrity accidentally fell from Pier 1 into the North River,
where she was in great danger of drowning. Her cries attracted a
number of persons to the vicinity, among them Patrolman O’Hara of the
seccend precinet police station. There was a very strong tide running.
The woman managed to keep afloat by grasping a rope, but was speed-
ily becoming exhausted. O’Hara quickly divested himself of his coat,
vest and shoes and plunged into the river. He caught the woman
and swam with her to a boat that was moored near by and which en-
abled him to hold her above the surface until a ladder could be lowered
from the pier. They were then assisted safely ashore. The woman,
who was almost unconscious when rescued, was taken to the Cham-
bers Street Hospital and cared for. Officer O’Hara’s deed was a hu-
mane and courageous one, accomplished as it was, on a dark, cold
winter’s morning. The others present showed no disposition to Lazard
their lives in bebhalf of the unfortunate woman, and had it not been for
the patrolman’s promptness she would undoubtedly have perished.
O’Hara was awarded a silver medal.
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A silver medal was conferred upoa Walter Olaus, a farm lad of the
province of Ontario, Canada, for bravely rescuing, on October 15, 1836,
four sailors from the wrecked schooner 0. M. Bond, of Oswego, New
York. This vessel was on her way from Detroit, Michigan, to Buffalo,
New York, when she encountered a severe gale on Lake Erie and her
cargo shifting became unmanageable and was driven ashore in the
evening of October 14th, about three miles west of Rondeau, Ontario.
Two of the crew were lost overboard ; the others, including the captain,
Stephen Lefaiver, remained in the rigging through the night suffering
excessive hardship and were discovered by Claus early the following
morning. Thestorm was unabated, and a dangerous sea raged bet{ween
the schooner and the shore, a distance of at least an eighth of a mile.
Claus procured a skiff which he launched and at great personal peril
rowed out through the breakers to the craft. He succeeded, after four
successive trips, in bringing the distressed sailors to the shore. They
were treated with considerate kindness by the Claus family who con-
tributed to their wants and comfort in every way within their power.
The schooner became a total loss, and it was doubtless due to the bardy
efforts of young Claus that those on board survived. His father, Mr.
James Claus, was instrumental in the rescue and deserves great praise.

By reference to the Annual Report of the Service for 1886-'87, under
date of December 4, 1886, there will be found a brief account of the
rescue of five men from the stranded schooner D. H. Ingraham, of Rock-
land, Maine, by the life-savers of the Hereford Inlet Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey. It will be noted that these lives were
saved under exceptional circumstances and by the exercise of consum-
mate skill and bravery. It was between 10 and 11 o’clock at night, dur-
ing a furious northeast gale and blinding snowstorm, that the beach
patrolman descried the gleam of a torch in the direction of the north
bar, two miles from the station. Notwithstanding the severity of the
weather and the impenetrable darkness of the night, the crew unfalter-
ingly launched their boat and set out in the tremendous seas that were
sweeping along the shore. There was nothing to guide them save the
faint glimmer of light that could be seen on the vesscl only at intervals
through the thickness of the storm. The misstroke of an oar or an
error of judgment in approaching the bar would almost to a certainty
have proved fatal. After a pull lasting more than two hours, seldom
equalled for hardihood, indomitable courage and skillful maneuvering,
these men arrived alongside the schooner. Her cargo of lime was found
to be on fire and the sailors were in great trepidation lest they should
be compelled to abandon the craft in their frail yawl, a course that
could only have resulted in disaster. They were taken without delay
into the surf-boat and after a hazardous trip back were safely landed
on the beach.” The life-savers were well-nigh exhausted when they got
to the station and all the party were covered with ice and snow. At
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sunrise the schooner was a total wreck. Some of the oldest residents
of the neighborhood who were familiar with the particulars of this case,
declared that they had never before known a boat to board a vessel in
the night in such a storm, and that the rescue was the most daring
within their knowledge. Had the captain.and his crew been obliged
to take to their own boat, an expedient that could not have been much
longer deferred, they would have been swept on the south bar and inevi-
tably lost. In testimony of their intrepid services on this occasion, the
keeper, Christopher Ludlam, was awarded a gold medal and each of
the following members of his crew a silver medal: W. W. Hildreth,
8. 8. Hand, 8. C. Godfrey, Millard Ware, P. 8. Ludlam and Jason
Buck.

The next instance was the award of a silver medal to Harry A. George,
a youth of eighteen, who pluckily saved from drowning a companion
who had broken through the ice while skating. The evidence shows
that on January 28,1888, George, in company with William Werten-
baker, a lad twelve years old, went to skate on a pond in the grounds
of the University of Virginia near Charlottesville. Ice had been taken
from one end of the pond, but that portion had frozen thinly over the
night before, giving the appearance of a clear and unbroken sheet, which
was found by the boys to be perfectly safe at the western side. Young
Wertenbaker being the first to get on his skates struck out, but on
reaching the thin ice broke through at a place some thirteen feet deep
and went under. George did not see his friend fall in, but his attention
was soon attracted by the noise of rending ice and the splash of water
aud he at once hastened to the spot. After vainly trying to push a
plank to the struggling lad he plunged in to hisassistance. Withcon-
siderable difficulty he cleared away the broken ice and finally grasped
‘Wertenbaker, who was becoming much exhausted, and succeeded by
¢ treading water” in keeping his head above the surface. A student of
the university who saw the accident together with Dr. J. O. Gordon,
who at the time happened to be riding by, broke off the limb of a tree
and attempted to get it to the youths but it proved to be too short. A
small boy, who meanwhile had arrived on the scene, then stretched
himself on the ice, the men holding him by the’ feet, and managed to
get near enough to the hole to push the limb within reach of Werten-
baker. The latter, by the aid of George, who was still holding him up,
was then landed on the top of theice. He was almostunconscious and
was taken to a neighboring house and cared for. George after being
relieved of his charge got safely ashore, but was chilled through and
very weak. Too much cannot be said in praise of his prompt and
courageous action. He unhesitatingly sprang to the rescue of his com-
panion without removing any of his clothing or even his skates, and
had it not been for his presence of mind Wertenbaker would surely
have drowned. As far as known neither of the boys suffered any ill
effects from their adventure.

T
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The eleventh award was in the case of Private James Manning, of
Company B, Sixth United States Infantry, who at great risk to him-
self rescued a comrade from drowning at Grand River Crossing, Utah,
June 6, 1886. It seems that the ferry-boat at that place broke from its
moorings and Captain D. H. Murdock and a soldier by the name of
Edinands were thrown overboard and swept downstream by the swift
current. Manning was also on the boat when the accident occurred,
but managed to retain his position. He was knee-deep in water and
expected the craft to be either swamper or carried over the rapids a
short distance below. Without a moment’s hesitation he threw off his
" clothes, jumped into the river and swam to the aid of Captain Murdock.
Before the latter could be reached, however, he had sunk for the last
time. Edmunds, who could swim, succeeded in grasping a floating
board which sustained him. He was, nevertheless, much frightened
and with his clothes and boots full of water was drifting rapidly down
the river, being unable to gain the bank. Manning seeing that his
efforts to save Captain Murdock were of no avail, swam to Edmunds,
seized the board which supported him and towed him towards the
ferry-boat. When within about ten yards of it a rope was thrown out
which Manning caught and gave to Edmunds and then swam to the
boat alone. It is quite certain that the soldier would have drowned but
for the timely assistance of Manning, who in his heroic endeavor to save
both lives placed his own in great jeopardy, as the strong and treach-
erous current of the river was a menace to the most expert swimmer.
He was the recipient of the silver medal of the service.

The Government next granted a silver medal to private John Coyle,
United States Army, for bravely saving a lady’s life at Yellowstone
Park, Montana Territory, August 9, 1888. The following Orders No.
62, issued by the regimental commander shortly after the occurrence,
give a brief account of Coyle’s courageous act:

¢“ HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-SECOND INFANTRY,
“ Fort Keogh, Montana, August 25, 1888.

“The colonel commanding is pleased to announce to the regiment an
act of heroism and gallantry displayed by Private John Coyle, Com-
pany B, Twenty-second Infantry, while on duty in camp at the ¢Old
Faithful Geyser, Yellowstone Park. A lady stepping too close to the
vent of the geyser, and becoming frightened at the hissing steam,
stepped backward into a pool of almost boiling water, then made a
leap forward toward the mouth of the geyser, into which she certainly
would bave fallen and lost her life but for the prompt action of Private
Coyle, who, risking his own life, sprung forward into the pool of hot
water rescuing the lady, both being badly scalded.

¢ Such commendable and exemplary conduct entitles Private Coyle
to great praise, and the thanks of the regimental commander are
hereby extended to him.

« By order of Colonel Swaine:

“W. H. KELL,
« First Licutenant, Twenty-second Infantry, Adjutant.”
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The silver medal of the Service was bestowed upon John F. Condon,
of New York City. The testimony submitted in the case shows that in
February, 1886, Henry Schaefer, a lad eight years of age, fell through
the ice of a pond oun One-hundred-and-seventieth street, near Fulton
avenue, and was unable to get out by his own exertions. Condon, who
was near by at the time, plunged boldly in amidst the broken ice and
brought the half-drowned boy out of the water. The pond was large
and deep and Schaefer’s life was undoubtedly saved by Condon’s
prompt and fearless act. At another time Condon rescued a young
man, named James Beane, from drowning in West Farms Creek, a trib-
utary of Long Island Sound. Beane, who was in bathing, had ven-
tured beyond his depth and being unable to swim was in imminent
danger. Condon observing his strunggles instantly sprang to his aid
and at much personal risk succeeded in bringing the man safely to the
bank. This exploit was made especially hazardous by the swift cur-
rent and great depth of the stream.

The fourteenth award was made to John T. De Liesseline, of Charles-.
ton, South Carolina. In the morning of August 13, 1888, the keeper
of the insane department of the City Hospital gave the alarm that an
inmate of the institution, Eliza Higgins, had thrown herself into the
Ashley River at the foot of Calhoun street, with the purpose of com-
mitting suicide. De Liesseline, who happened to be in the vicinity, im-
mediately plunged into the stream and after swimming about a hundred
yards to where she was last seen, dived to the bottom of the river and
succeeded in grasping her and bringing her to the surface. He then
swam with his burden to the shore and made a safe landing. The un-
fortunate woman was only restored.to consciousness after the applica-
tion of the most energetic measures. The place where she went under
was some thirteen feet deep, and De Liesseline’s alacrity and ready
courage were all that saved her. It is stated that he has rescued
several persons from drowning on previous occasions. He was awarded
a silver medal.

On page 27 is narrated in detail the circumstances attending the
rescue of four of the crew of the schooner Oliver Dyer by the surfmen
of the Jerry’s Point Station, (First District,) coast of New Hampshire,

November 26, 1888,

- Lieutenant Shoemaker’s report of this case tells on the part of the
life-saving men a story of indomitable courage, untiring energy, stardy
fortitude and dauntless heroism, in which devotion in behalf of suffer-
ing humanity was put to an unsparing test. A gold medal was awarded
to each member of the Jerry’s Point crew, which consisted of Keeper
Silas H. Harding and Surfmen G. W. Randall, E. S. Hall, Ernest Rob-
inson, S. F. Wells, John Smith, and W. A. Amazeen

The last case was the award made to a number of volunteers of the
Massachusetts Humane Society, who were instrumental, by their heroic
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efforts, in saving thirteen lives from the schooners Gertrude Abbott and
H. C. Higginson during the furious northeast gale and snow-storm that
swept the New England coast on November 25th and 26th, 1888. 'The
storm was particularly severe in the vicinity of Boston Bay and Harbor,
where extensive damage was done to shipping. Many vessels were
driven on the Nantasket, Cohasset, and Scituate beaches, and other
sections of the Massachusetts coast, and a large number of lives and
much property were lost. In fact the storin was the most destructive
experienced in this locality for many years.

In the atternoon of the 25th the veteran life-saver Captain Joshua
James, of Hull, observing several vessels dragging their anchors in
Nantasket Roads, called together a crew of sturdy fishermen and got
the society’s surf-boat, the R. B. Forbes, ready for use. No sooner had
this been done than a large schooner stranded a short distance west of
Toddy Rocks, but the sea was so high that it was thought best to fire
a line to her and 1and the crew by means of the breeches-buoy. With
the assistance of a number of residents of the neighborhood this task
was successfully accomplished. Meanwhile the coal-laden schooner
Gertrude Abbott, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, struck the rocks about
an eighth of a mile to the eastward and hoisted a signal of distress in
the rigging. She was so far off that it was at once apparent that com-
munication could not be effected with the beach-apparatus. It was
now growing dark, the tide was high, and the storm was raging with
increased fury. These conditions prompted James and his men to wait
for lower water before attempting a launch. A fire was set ablaze on
a bluff so that the vessel could be kept in view. The tide fell but little,
owing to the violence of the gale, and between 8 and 9 o’clock at night
the men decided not to delay longer, but to undertake to board the
schooner. They managed to launch the surf-boat through the furious
breakers and bent vigorously to the oars. Two of the crew were obliged
to bail cons‘antly to keep the boat from swamping. The vessel was
lying head-to, and the volunteers after a desperate pull got near
enough to heave a line on the bow. The eight sailors then swung
themselves by meaus of ropes into the boat and a start was made for
the beach. The wind and sea were sweeping wildly along the shore,
which made the return exceedingly hazardous; besides, the boat
being crowded, with little or no room to work the oars, was hard to
manage. When within two hundred yards of the beach it struck a
rcek, filled, and rolled one side deep under. The occupants quickly
shifted to windward and succeeded in righting the boat, although one
man fell overboard, but fortunately was hauled in by his comrades
before the sea could sweep him beyond reach. Captain James admon-
ished every one to stick to the boat as long as possible. It struck the
rocks a number of times and was buffeted along at the mercy of the
waves, the men just managing with the few oars that were left to keep
it headed for the shore so that the sea might heave it in. It is a won-
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der that it was not completely capsized in the breakers or demolished
amongst the ledges. Finally it was thrown upon the rocks in shoal
water and all hands promptly jumped ount and scrambled safely ashore.
The schooner’s crew were immediately taken to a neighboring house
and comfortably cared for. This was a notable rescue and one that
put to the test the noble qualities of every member of the boat’s crew.
Actuated by the highest motives, they set forth amidst untold peril
and trinmphed by their cool courage and determination of purpose.
There are few examples of greater heroism. During the remainder of
the night a strict watch was kept along the beach, und at 3 o’clock in
the morning of the 26th Captain James was again called out. The
wind was blowing with unusual violence, accomnpanied by rain and sleet.

At daybreak James had assembled another boat’s crew, composed in
part of those who had gone with him to the Gertrude Abbott, and they
pulled out to the sunken schooner Bertha F. Walker and took from the
rigging seven men who were in danger of perishing.

In the latter part of the forenoon Captain James and his men were
summoned to the assistance of the schooner H. C. Higginson, ashore on
Nantasket Beach. The reader is referred to page 29 for an account of
this disaster, showing the part taken by the United States life-saving
" crew of the North Scitnate Station. When it became evident that the
efforts of the volunteer forces to bring off the sailors by means of the
breeches-buoy would fail, Captain James and his men launched their
large surf-boat, the Nantasket, which had been brought to the scene. The
sea was very rough and breaking heavily along side the stranded vessel.
After a hard pull the boat was rowed near enough to the schooner, which
was lying stern to the shore, so that the men could throw a line on board.
A sailor who was in the mizzen rigging then came cautiously down the
shrouds and tying the line around his body leaped overboard and was
hauled into the boat. The latter by dint of hard work on the part of
the’oarsmen was then forced forward abreast of the mainmast. The
rest of the sailors, four in number, were in the fore rigging and very
much exhausted from their long exposure. It was with the greatest
difficulty that they worked their way, by aid of the hawser which had
previously been sent to them, to the main rigging; then fastening lines
to themselves they in turn jumped into the breakers and were hauled
one by one into the surf-boat and taken safely to the shore amid the
enthusiastic cheers of many spectators who were anxiously watching
the proceedings from the beach. The half-starved and half-frozen men
were quickly conveyed in carriages to the home of Selectinan David O.
Wade, of Hull, where they were rubbed dry, warmed and furnished
with a change of clothing. Three of the schooner’s crew lost their lives
at this wreck. The captain and one other were washed overboard in
the night and a third died in the rigging from exposure.

The Humane Society’s men by their zealous and unswerving work
rescued some twenty-eight people from different vessels in distress

™
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during this great storm. When it is considered that they imperiled
their lives practically without hope of reward, influenced solely by the
desire to succor their fellow-creatures, too much praise can not be ac-
corded them. Gold medals were awarded to Captain James and the
following men who composed his crew at the rescue of those on board
the Gertrude Abbott: G. F. Pope, L. F. Galiano, A. B. Mitchell, Joseph
Galiano, O. T. James, A. L. Mitchell, E, T. Pope, J. L. Mitchell, Fred-
erick Smith and H. W. Mitchell. Upon those who did not partici-
pate in that rescue, but who with some of those already mentioned
made up the boat’s crew that went to the H. C. Higginson, silver medals
were conferred. These were Kugene Mitchell, Alfred Galiano, George
Augustus, Eugene Mitchell, jr., and W. B. Mitchell.

ESTABLISHMENT OF STATIONS.

~

Three new stations located respectively at Matomkin Inlet, Virginia;
at the east end of Galveston 1sland, Texas; and at Michigan City, In-
diana, and mentioned in the last report as under contract for construc-
tion, have since been completed and put in eperation. The station at
Oak Island, North Carolina, although completed, has not yet been
placed in commission. New stations are in process of construction at
Point Allerton and Cuttyhunk, Massachusetts; Point Adams, Oregon;
and at Point Reyes, and Fort Point, California.

REBUILDING, REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT OF STATIONS.

The stations at Point Judith, Rhode Island; Napeague, Long Island;
and at Great Egg and Hereford Inlet, New Jersey, which were building
at the date of the last annual report have been completed. The She-
boygan Station, Wisconsin, has also been rebuilt. Contract has been
made for the reconstruction of the station at Humboldt Bay, Califor-
nia. It was also found necessary to make repairs and improvements to
the stations at Cranberry Isles, White Head, Hunniwell’s Beach, and
Cape Elizabeth, Maine ; Deal Beach, New Jersey; Fairport, Ohio; and
Point Betsey, Michigan. On account of the encroachments of the sea
the stations at Hunniwell’s Beach, Maine; Far Rockaway, Long Island;
Brigantine, New Jersey ; and Hog Island, Virginia, were moved to safe
localities.

TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION.

Telephonic communication has been established between the Big
Sandy Station, Lake Outario, and the custom-house at Woodville, New
York, a distance of three and a quarter miles. By this means connection
is had with the telephone and telegraph facilities of the vicinity, which
will enable the life-saving crew to promptly receive tidings of wrecks
and other casualties occurring beyond the station patrol limits. All the
stations from Montauk Point to Coney Island, coast of Long Island, are
now being connected by telephone, and the system, when completed,
will prove in many ways of signal advantage to the service,
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THE WOMEN’S NATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION.

The thanks of the Service are gratefully given to the Women’s Na-
tional Relief Association for the liberal supplies of clothing, delicate food
and restorative cordials that it has donated during the year for the
relief of the shipwrecked. By this means the society supplements
and assists the efforts of the Life-Saving Service in an effective manner.
Like Florence Niglitingale, in the Crimean war, and the Sanitary Com-
mission in our own civil war, the ladies of this association step in to re-
lieve, in their own peculiar way, the distressed and suffering and many
a storm-beaten mariner has blessed them for their kind gifts and timely
assistance.

During the year the stores of the association were used to supply
the needs of persons rescued from the sloop Minnie M., at the Evanston
Station, coast of Lake Michigan, on July 31, 1888; the catboat Phsl.
Sheridan, at the Gurnet Station, coast of Massachusetts,on August 28,
1888; the schooner Lewis Clark, at the Lewes Station, coast of Dela-
ware, on September 6, 1888 ; the schooner H. A. De Witt, at the Chat-
ham Station, coast of Massachusetts, on September 26, 1888; the
schooner Isaac H. Borden, at the Point Judith Station, coast of Rhode
Island, on October 9, 1888 ; the schooner Richard Morrell, at the Coney
Island Station, coast of Long Island, on October 12,1888; the schooner
John F. Warner, at the Middle Island Station,coast of Lake Huron,on
October 18, 1888; the schooner Reed Case, at the Ship Canal Station,
coast of Lake Superior, on October 19, 1888; the schooner Sallie C.
Morton, at the Cape May Station, coast of New Jersey, on October 21,
1888; the schooner J. I. Worthington, at the Quoddy Head Station,
coast of Maine, on November 6, 1888; the schooner Ella, at the Reho-
both Beach Station, coast of Khode Island, on November 25,1888; the
schooner Oliver Dyer, at the Jerry’s Point Station, coast of New Hamp-
shire, on November 26, 1888; the barkeutine Alerander Campbell,
at the Block Island Station, coast of Rhode Islaund, on November
27, 1888; the steamer George Appold, at the Ditch Plain Station, coast
of Long Island, on December 9, 1888 ; the schooner H. Bird, at the
Quoddy Head Station, coast of Maine, on January 9, 1889 ; the barken-
tine Walter S. Massey, at the Cape Hatteras Station, coast of North
Carolina, on January 18, 1889; the schooner James B. Anderson, at the
Durant’s Station, North Carolina coast, on January 21, 1889 ; the schoon-
er Allie R. Chester, at the Ocracoke Station, coast of North Carolina, on
January 21,1889 ; the British bark Violet, at the S8hip Bottom Station,
New Jersey coast, on January 31,1889 ; the schooner John H. McManus,
at the Cahoon’s Hollow Station, coast of Massachusetts, on March 21,
1839 ; the schooner Hattie Lollis,at the Nag’s Head Station, North Car-
olina coast, on April 7, 1889; and the schooner Mary S. Bradshaw, at
the Creed’s Hill Station, coast of North Carolina, on June 1, 1889,
Clothing was also furnished to a man who fell into the water near the
Racine Station, coast of Lake Michigan, on July 1,1888; to a man from
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a small boat capsized near the Little Beach Station, New Jersey coast,
on November 26, 1888; to four persons caught by the rising tide near
the Rockaway Station, Long Island coast, on November 26, 1888 ; to the
pilot of the bark Powell, landed at the New Shoreham Station, coast of
Rhode Island, on Janunary 10, 1889; to a man drowned near the Mon-
mouth Beach Station, New Jersey coast, on March 25, 1889; to the
crew of a catboat capsized near the Coney Island Station, coast of
Long Island, on April 13, 1889; to eight persons from two row-boats
capsized near the Evanston Station, coast of Lake Michigan, on May 7
and 17,1889, respectively; and to two men from a canoe capsized near
the Cleveland Station, coast of Lake Erie, on May 18, 1889. ‘
The stores of thirty-three stations have been renewed by the associa-
tion during the year, and supplies have been sent to six additional ones.

CONCLUSION.

The record of the year continues to show the maintenance of the same
high standard of discipline and efficiency that has heretofore distin-
guished the Service. The district superintendents and the inspecting
officers deserve the highest credit for their fidelity in executing the
tasks confided to them. Their work has been characterized by con-
scientious, persevering and judicious effort.

Too much praise can not be accorded the keepers and crews of the
stations for their steadfast zeal and unselfish devotion in the discharge
of the daties that have devolved upon them—duties, which in many
instances were especially burdensome and dangerous.

The necessity for appropriately uniforming the men of the Service
has grown constantly more apparent. The reasons for this are not dif-
ficult to see. Frequently the work of station crews is of such a nature
that it is of the greatest importance that the keeper should be able to
instantly identify his men, in order to properly control and direct their
movements in the operations of rescue. When the employment of
crews first became a feature of the Service the stations were*few and
mostly located on desolate beaches remote from settlements. The need
of uniforms was not then so apparent; but now that many of the sta.
tions are either in, or adjacent to thickly populated localities the condi-
tions are changed. The beach in proximity to a wreck is often thronged
with excited people wearing the ordinary clothing of fishermen and
other residents of the vicinity, and in such a crowd the life-saving men
are not easily distinguishable. There is then the same necessity for
the surfmen to be in uniform, as for tiremen at a great fire or policemen
in a mob. It is not uncommon that the crews are regarded with sus-
picion when they attempt to board foreign vessels, on account of their
rough and unofficial appearance, and on several occasions they have
been mistaken for beach-combers and picaroons, and have had their
offers of aid rejected even when life was in jeopardy. Now and then
complaints are made that the men of the Service have been guilty of

15726 L 8——5



66 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

gross misconduct and violation of law by being concerned in the plun-
der of stranded vessels and their cargoes. In the investigation of
these charges it is generally found exceedingly troublesome to deter-
mine the guilt or innocence of the men on account of the difficulty of
identification. A uniform would greatly lessen this trouble and protect
the men from slanderous and unfounded accusations. Keepers in
charge of property saved from shipwreck have to rely upon the assist-
ance of their crews in shielding it from depredation until it is turned
over to those legally entitled to receive it, or until the Secretary of the
Treasury gives instructions relative to its disposition. This guard-
ianship frequently lasts several days. Disreputable characters that
resort to the beach for the purpose of plunder do not yield to the
life-savers the respect and obedience that would be shown them if
clothed with the insignia of authority. Many other good reasous could
be given for the introduction of a measure of this kind in the Service.
In general it may be said that a uniform not only inspires the respect
of the public, but fosters habits of neatness, sense of responsibility, self-
respect and csprit de corps—all most essential for the efficiency of the
Service; and experience has shown beyond doubt that when any corps
of men in the exercise of governmental functions come in contact with
a miscellaneous out-of-door public it is far better that they should be
uniformed. This has long been recognized in various branches of the
public service—such as the naval, revenue-marine, marine-hospital,
light-house, customs and postal services—and the same is true of pri-
vate enterprises and corporations. Its necessity in the Life-Saving
Service i8 not less than in any of the cases cited. This is very gen-
erally recognized by the men themselves. In three entire districts
they have for several years past asked and obtained the permission
of the Department to procure uniforms at their own expense, and indi-
viduals in other districts have also frequently expressed a similar de-
sire. But while the adoption of a uniform for the Service has been
contemplated for some years, the matter has been put off from time to
time for fear that it might canse some embarrassment to the too mea-
gerly paid men. The enlargement of the Service, however, and the
more frequent demands upon the station crews resulting from the growth
of our commerce and the greater number of wrecks, have rendered it
imperative that action should not be longer postponed. At the close of
the last active season, therefore, measures were taken for putting the
crews in uniform as soon after the commencement of the current sea-
son as practicable, and on August 5, 1889, a circular was issued pre-
scribing an appropriate outtit for the keepers and surfmen and giving
suggestions for procuring it at the best advantage.

On several previous occasions recommendations have been made
that the compensation of the surfmen be increased and that the benefit of
the pension laws be extended to the officers and men of the Service and
to the widows and minor children of those who perish in the line of
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duty. These recommendations are again earnestly remewed. Their
adoption would be but a simple and long neglected act of justice to a
body of men upon whose employment are imposed conditions to which
few others are subjected. The hardships endured, dangers encountered
and toils undergone by these faithful and stout-hearted men certainly
entitle them to remuneration more worthy of their labor and undaunted
spirit and more nearly approaching that accorded to others in less try-
ing and hazardous occupations. Now that a uniform for the Service
is required, another very good reason for the increase of compensation
presents itself. No appropriation is available to defray the cost that
this change will impose, and therefore the men will be obliged to pur-
chase their own outfits. The clothing prescribed is as simple and in-
expensive as is compatible with the requirements and interests of the
Service and of such a character as to be readily convertible into ordi-
nary apparel ; nevertheless the necessary outlay, small as it may ap-
pear, will be felt to be something of a tax upon the men. The propriety
of increased pay and pensions was very fully discussed in the report
of 1888, pages 48 to 62, incluvive, to which attention is again invited.

.
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July 1, 1888.—In the latter part of the afternoon a party of three
boys started in a small sloop out of the harbor of Oleveland, Ohio, for
a pleasure sail. On their way they hauled up alongside the west pier
to take on board a companion. The latter in attempting to get into
the boat leaped against the sail and caused a capsize. The boys were
thrown into the water and although unable to swim three of them for-
tunately succeeded in getting back to the boat. The fourth sank out of
sight. The accident was discovered by the watch of the Cleveland Sta-
tion, (Ninth District,) and the life-savers immediately hastened to the
scene. Surfman Distel being the first to arrive at the pier bravely
and without a moment’s hesitation sprang into the river where the boy
went down and managed to bring him in an almost lifeless condition
to the surface. A line was thrown out by means of which the surf-
man safely reached the pier with his charge.

July 1.—Early in the morning Surfmen Lounderville and Foran, of the

Two Heart River Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, heard cries
for assistance. Rushing to the river’s bank, they saw a young man-
struggling in the water some distance from shore and in danger of
drowning. The two surfmen plunged into the river, swam to the man
and brought him safely to the shore.
-~ July 1.—Earlyin the morning a man who was fishing near the Racine
Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, fell oft the dock into the
lake. As he could not swim he would probably have been drowned but
for his speedy rescue by the surfman on watch duty. The man was
furnished with clothing from the supply donated by the Women’s Na-
tional Relief Association, which he returned to the keeper after his own
had been dried.

July 2.—During a fresh northeasterly blow on the morning of this
date, a dory anchored near the Gurnet Station, (Second District,) Coast
of Massachusetts, dragged among the breakers and soon filled with
water. The keeper, observing the circumstance, summoned a man to
assist him, (his crew being disbanded for the inactive season,) took a
small boat and shortly succeeded in getting the dory to a place of safety
and afterwards restored it to the owner.

July 3.—At 3 o’clock in the morning the crew of the Ship-Canal Sta-
tion, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, recovered acat-rigged fishing-boat
that was found by the patrol full of water on the beach a mile and a
half northeast of the piers and restored it to the owner.

July 3.—Twenty minutes after the crew of the Ship-Canal Station,
(Tenth District,) Lake Superior, had returned from the fish-boat, recov-
ered as above described, a yawl with three men in it arrived at the station
and reported the schooner Belle Stevens, of Duluth, Minnesota, ashore at
the mouth of Salmon Trout River, nine and a half miles to the southwest-
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ward. She had a crew of four men, and was bound, without cargo,
from her home port to Marquette, Michigan. The accident was caused
by mistaking a couple of lights on the beach for those at the ship-canal
entrance. There was a strong southwest wind blowing with a heavy
sea. A tugwas needed to assist in floating the schooner, and after con-
siderable difficulty, the keeper succeeded in engaging one to go to the
scene later in the day. The life-savers proceeded to the vessel in the
surf-boat, arriving alongside at about half-past 1 o’clock. They ran out
an anchor and tried to heave her clear, but the bottom being flat rock
the anchor would not hold. Several efforts to free her, therefore, proved
ineffectual. At about dusk the tug put in an appearance and the surf-
men sounded out deep water for her. . They then ran her tow-line to
the schooner, and in about half an hour pulled her afloat. She was
towed to Hancock, on Portage Lake, and found to have suffered little
or no damage. Her crew were very thankful for the valuable aid
rendered by the station men.

July 4.—Two bodies washed ashore about three miles west of the
Cape Elizabeth Station, (First District), coast of Maine, and were re-
ported to the keeper. He took charge of the remains and sent word to
the coroner. The men were supposed to have belonged to the schooner
Nellie Bowers, of Camden, Maine, which had been lost on the 25th of
February, 1888, near Richmond’s Island.

July 4.—At 4 o'clock in the afternoon a sloop containing two men
capsized in Sheepshead Bay channel, a short distance nertheast of the
Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York.
A fresh south wind was blowing and the accident was due to the carry-
ing of too much sail. The keeper, who saw the boat go over, speedily
summoned a man who was near at hand, (the regular life-saving crew
being off duty at this season) and put off to the scene in a skiff. The
imperiled men were rescued and their sloop was towed to the shore,
where the life-savers righted it and bailed it out. The men, who had ex-
perienced a very narrow escape from drowning, were members of a
boat club on Manhattan Beach.

July 4.—During the heat of the day a young man somewhat under
the influence of liquor, was bathing from the old breakwater at Buffalo,
New York, when he suffered a sunstroke and lost consciousness. For-
tunately he was not in the water at the time. Word of the accident
was sent to the Buffalo Station, (Ninth District,) and the dinghy was
speedily dispatched to the place. The surfmen found the young man

lying on the breakwater perfectly nude and exposed to the full force -

of the sun’s rays. They took him to the station, where he was put into
a cool place and cared for. When he had sufficiently recovered he was
restored to his friends.

July 4.—Just before 8 o’clock in the morning the boatman on lookout
duty at the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky,
saw a skiff containing a man in the strong current of the middle chute
of the falls a quarter of a mile northwest of the station. The life-sav-
ers quickly put off and rescued the man and towed his skiff to the bank.

July 4. —Towards evening the tug Washburn, of Buffalo, New York,
bound down Lake Huron, was seen from the Pointe aux Barques Sta-
tion, (Tenth District,) to stop about two miles to the eastward. After
drifting awhile she blew her whistle for assistance. The life savers
had kept a close watch of her, and when she showed signs of distress
at once put off to her in the life-boat. It was found that in cross-
ing a reef, which juts out some distance from the shore, a large stone
had lodged in her propeller and disabled her, The surfmen by means
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of an iron bar succeeded after working an hour in removing the ob-
struction. The steamer, apparently undamaged, then continued her
course. Being new, without anchor or outfits, she would have drifted
hard on the reef and doubtless been wrecked had not assistance
promptly arrived. Having no boat, those on board could not have
worked the stone clear. The captain was very grateful for the timely
aid of the station men. The vessel was on her way to Detroit, Michi-
gan, and had a crew of four men. _

July 4.—At about twenty minutes past 7 o’clock in the morning the

~tug Crusader, which had towed a raft of boom-poles to Oqueoc River,
Michigan, came to off the Hammond’s Bay Station, (Tenth District,)
Lake Huron, and some of her crew landed and reported to the patrol
that the tug had picked up a small capsized sail-boat, witha man cling-
ing to it, about four miles north-northeast of the station. The life-
savers were asked to take charge of the boat, which had been left with
the rescued man at the mouth of the river. Accordingly they at once
rowed to the spot indicated, two miles distant, and after righting the
craft-and bailing it out, towed it to the station, where the damage it
had sustained was promptly repaired. It appears that the man met
with the mishap the previous night during a squnall near Horseshoe
Harbor, some fourteen miles northwest of the station. The surfinen
furnished him with dinner and supper, and secured him means to reach
Cheboygan, where he lived. He warmly appreciated the kindness
shown him.

July 5.—In the afternoon the seven-year old son of a family living
about a mile from the Little Kinnakeet Station, (Sixth District,) coast
of North Carolina, was missed from his home. Search was at once in-
stituted, and the child was shortly found in thesurf, apparently drowned.
He was quickly brought to the shore. There were no signs of life, but
a surfman, who during the active season is a member of the station
crew, now arriving, took charge of the boy and with the assistance of
the gentleman who had made the rescue applied the method of resusci-
tation in use in the Service. The effort was successful, and after artifi-
cial respiration had been practiced for some time the boy was restored.
The prompt action of the surfman saved the child’s life.

July 5.—In the afternoon at about half past 2 o’clock a lighter loaded
with chain and containing three men, capsized while going from & tug
to the shore in the vicinity of the Hammond’s Bay Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) Lake Huron. Two of the men reached a yawlboat, which was

"alongside the lighter, while the other was thrown into the lake. The
yawl becoming fouled, the occupants could not go to the assistance of
their comrade who was in danger of drowning. The keeper, noticing
their predicament, quickly put off in a skiff, and rescued the struggling
man and brought him safely to the shore. The life-saving crew then
succeeded in towing the lighter to the station dock, where they righted
it and bailed it out. The three men were then enabled to resume their
work, being none the worse for their ducking,

“July 5.—During the afternoon word was brought to the Racine Sta-
tion, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, that a seven-year-old boy
named Harry Parkinson, had been drowned at a place three-quarters
of a mile up the river. The crew rowed to the spot and after dragging
for half an hour recovered the body. It had been under water about
two hours.

July 6-7.—On these dates the keeper of the Bethel Creek House of
Refuge, (Seventh District,) eastern coast of Florida, found twenty-
four cases of five-gallon cans of crude petroleum that had washed up on
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the beach. The oil was afterwards ascertained to be a part of four
thousand cases jettisoned by a British steamer bound to Havana from
New York. The underwriters were duly notified of the recovery of the
property, and gave instructions as to its disposition.

July 6.—In the evening of this date word was received at the Louis-
ville Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky, that a small boy
had been drowned in the Ohio River near an island- two miles east of
the station. The life-savers manned a boat and proceeded with lines
and drags to the place indicated, and after several hours’ search suc-
ceeded in recovering the body. They conveyed it to the station and at
once notified the coroner.

July 6.—With the aid of his glass the keeper of the Sturgeon Point
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, discovered, about 5 o’clock in the
afternoon, the lumber dock at Harrisville, Michigan, to be ablaze. The
surf-boat was immediately launched and the crew hastened to the scene,
where they rendered valuable service in extinguishing the fire that had
caught in some floating lumber that was drifting towards and endan-
gering the steam-boat dock. .

July 6.—Early in the morning a man fell from a pile of lumber into the
Manistee River, Michigan, and was drowned. The accident occurred
about one-fourth of a mile from the Manistee Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, and the surfmen were attracted by the cries of
the man’s companion. They immediately pulled to the place in two
small boats and assisted to recover the body. Life was extinct when
the body was found, and long-continued efforts at resuscitation proved
futile. The coroner took charge of the remains.

July 7.—At a quarter of 2 o’clock in the morning the steamer Cum-
berland, of Sandusky, Ohio, caught fire from some unknown cause
while lying alongside the wharf in Fairport Harbor, a quarter of a mile
south of the Fairport Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie. The fire'was
discovered by the lookout, who immediately gave the alarm. The life-
savers put their force-pump and hose in the surf-boat and summoning
a tug that was near by, proceeded with all haste to the imperiled ves-
sel. In a short time the station crew had two streams, one from their
own and the other from the tug’s pump, playing on the fire, and a few
minutes afterwards a dredge was brought alongside which added a
third stream. Meantime assistance had been telephoned for to the fire
department of Painesville, two miles distant. The surfmen and others
present, by means of the pumps and buckets of water, kept the flames
in check until a steam-engine and firemen arrived. Then the combined
forces made a vigorous fight and finally subdued the fire. Consider-
able damage was done to the vessel. She wasloaded with iron ore and
had a crew of sixteen men.

July 7.—During a yacht race at Chicago, Illinois, in the afternoon of
this date, one of the contesting sloops with five persons on board, while
nearing the goal under a large spread of canvas, was capsized, throwing
her occupants into the water. Two surfmen from the Chicago Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, who had been sent by the keeper to
sail over the course in company with the yachts in order to render as-
gistance in case of mishap, immediately proceeded to the unlucky craft,
picked up her crew and with the sloop in tow, took them to the shore. °,

July 7.—In the afternoon, at about half-past 1 o’clock, a gravel lighter
was seen adrift half a mile northeast of the Evanston Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan. The wind, which was fresh, was carrying
the lighter towards a pier south of the station where she would have
been dashedto pieces. The life-savers quickly put off in their boat and
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after getting alongside, two of them boarded the craft and made a line
fast to her and she was towed to the station and secured under the lee
of the breakwater. Later in the day the captain and the owner of the
schooner Antelope, of Ohicago, Illinois, arrived at the station and in-
formed the keeper that they had lost the lighter in the morning by the
parting of her tow-line about four miles to the northward. They were
very glad that she had been taken care of and warmly thanked the sarf-
men for saving her.

July 8.—In the afternoon the breeze freshened up in the vicinity of
the Bethel Creek House of Refuge, (Seventh District,) ®astern coast of
Florida, and at sundown was blowing hard from the southeast. A man
and a boy bound southward in a small open boat finding the wind too
strong for their little craft came to the station for shelter and were
lodged for the night. -

July 8.— About the middle of the forenoon the lookout at the Holland
Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, saw a sail-boat, half a mile
or 80 to the northwest, lose her mast in a sudden squall. He quickly
gave the alarm and with a!l speed the surf-boat was launched and pulled
to theplace. The craft was the sloop-yacht Mokawk, of Holland, Michi-
gan, with three men on board. They were taken into the surf-boat and
with theyacht in tow the life-savers returned to the harbor. They were
warmly thanked by the yachtsmen for the well-timed assistance they
had given.

July 10.—Late in the afternoon the wind shifted to the southeast and
A storm set in while religious services were being held on the beach near
the False Cape Station, (Sixth District,) coast of Virginia. Thirty-six
persons in attendance applied to the keeper for shelter and were housed
in the station for the night.

July 11.—Towards evening the steam lannch Pauwtuxet, of Boston,
with two men on board, stood slowly in by the Gurnet Station, (Second
District,) coast of Massachusetts. It was noticed that she barely had
steerage-way and was getting dangerously near a sand bar. A local
pilot quickly put off in his dory and directed her to a safe anchorage.
At the same time the keeper, having secured the services of two men,
(the station being closed for the summer,) went alongside the launch in a
small boat and found that she had exhausted her supply of fresh water
for the boiler. The keeper and his men therefore made two trips with
buckets and a barrel and provided the little steamer with enough water
to take her into the harbor where she could be fully supplied.

July 11.—At 5 o’clock in the afternoon the watch of the Big Sandy
Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario, reported a small steam yacht a
mile or so to the southwestward trying to work up towards the sta-
tion. She had been caught in a heavy wind and rain squall. A rough
sea was running along shore, and the craft, being close in, was very
near the breakers. The life-saving crew immediately launched their
boat and put off to her assistance. When they were about half way to
her she headed for the beach. The surfmen reached her just as she
stranded. It was found that she had been overtaken by the squall quite
a distance out on the lake, and had run to within & hundred yards of
the shore and anchored, but the cable parted and those on board,
having no alternative, were compelled to beach her. She was of light
draught and went well up, so that the crew of four men easily reached
a place of safety. The life-savers hauled their boat out on the beach,
waded through the surf to the yacht, and at once commenced work on
her. By diligent effort they finally succeeded in getting her into deep
water and haaling her clear of the line of breakers to a safe berth in
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Big Sandy Creek. She received no damage. r'he prompt action of the
surfmen was all that saved her from destraction, as the wind continued
to increase, making up a heavy sea that would soon have cowpletely
wrecked her. She was the Mary Stewart, ot and from Rochester, New
York, bound to the St. Lawrence River. Her crew were made com-
fortable at the station, where they remained three days. The weather
then moderating, they were enabled to proceed safely on their journey.
All the bedding, etc., belonging to the yacht, which by reason of the
accident had become soaked with water, was dried at the station and
put in order. On the 16th the life-saving crew awept for and recovered
her lost anchor, and several days later turned it over to the captain,
who called at the station on his return to Rochester. The subjoined
letter, in relation to the service rendered in this case, was received at
the Life-Saving Bureaun: .

¢“Big SANDY, NEW YORK,
“July 11, 1888.
“This is to certify that while coasting and caught by too great a storm
we cast anchor about a hundred yards from shore, but our line parting,
we were compelled to beach our boat, which was saved by the prompt
and timely assistance rendered by the life saving crew under Mr. T. M.
‘Williams, surfman No. 1, in charge of Big Sandy Station.
“A, G. WRIGHT,
¢ Owner of yacht Mary Stewart.

“To the GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
“ Washington, D. C.?

July 11.—The lookout of the Charlotte Station, (Ninth District,) Lake
Ontario, discovered, about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, a small boat adrift
being carried by the wind in a northeasterly direction. The surf-boat
put out at once and the boat was overtaken about a mile from the sta-
tion. It proved to be a yacht'’s dinghy, which had been blown off the
pier. The surfmen towed it safely back to the harbor.

July 11.—At 3 o’clock in the afternoon the lookout at the Ludington
Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, digcovered a capsized yacht
two miles to the westward. He instantly gave the alarm, and the life-
saving crew at once launched the surf-boat and pulled out into the lake.
They were soon overtaken by a tug, which had also started to the res-
cue, and were towed the rest of the way. Two ladies and two gentle-
men were clinging to the capsized craft; they were shortly taken into
the surfboat, which the tng then towed to the station, whence the
drenched parties were at once transferred to their homes. The life-
savers, still in tow, again went to the yacht, got a line from her to the
tug, righted her upon reaching the harbor, and turned her over to the
owners in good condition. She was the sloop Water Witch, of Luding-
ton, and had been upset in a sudden northwest squall.

fuly 11.—At 10 o’clock in the forenoon the small schooner Cora Bell,
of Marquette, Michigan, bound to South Haven, in the same State, stood
in for the harbor before a fresh southwest wind. Just as she passed
the pier heads, her rudder unshipping, she became unmanageable and
was forced to anchor. The cratt swung against the north pier, receiv-
ing some slight injuries. The men of the South Haven Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan, who chanced to be in their boat at the time,
hurried to the place and offered their assistance. They ran lines to the
pier and warped the craft well up into the river out of danger. The
captain, who was accompanied only by his wife and two small children,
fully appreciated the help extended by the life-savers.

A1 T
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July 12-13.—In the forenoon of the 12th, two sail-boats from Plym-
outh, Massachusetts, were caught off Gurnet Point, several miles from
home, by a fresh westerly blow, against which they could make no
headway and were obliged to anchor near the Gurnet Station, (Second
District.) There were four persons on board, who at once landed and
went to the station. As one of the boats had a poor anchor, the keeper
sapplied a line and large grapnel. He also provided shelter over
night for the storm-bound party.

July 12.—The schooner Nellie D. Vaughn, of Provincetown, Massa-
chusetts, bound thither from Elizabethport, New Jersey, with a cargo
of coal and a crew of four men, at half past 6 in the morning struck a
rock off Watch Hill Point, coast of Rhode Island, and commenced to
fill. The captain was obliged to run her ashore on Narragansett Beach,
three-quarters of a mile northeast of the Watch Hill Station, (Third
District.) A strong west breeze was blowing at the time, with a rough
sea. The crew took to their yawl and succeededin making a safe land-
ing and were conducted to the station by the keeper, who gave them a
warm breakfast. As soon as the surf sufficiently moderated to admit
of working on the vessel, the keeper, who at this season was the only
member of the life-saving crew on duty, assisted the sailors to save the
sails and rigging. This was not accomplished until the 13th. On the
14th work was resumed and the starboard anchor and nearly all the
cable wererecovered. The vessel became a complete wreck, only about
five hundred dollars being realized from her sale. Three of her crew
were sheltered and cared for at the station five days.

July 12.—At 10 0’clock in the forenoon the steamer John Rodgers, be-
longing to the Light-house Establishment, while entering Fire Island
Inlet, coast of Long Island, New York, grounded on what is known as
the Steamboat Shoal, about two miles west ot the Fire Island Station,
&’;l‘hird District.) The weather was clear, with a strong westerly breeze.

he regular life-saving crew having been disbanded for the summer,
the keeper was the only one at the station, and on seeing the accident
quickly put off to the vessel in a small boat. Efforts were at once
begun towards working her off the shoal, but the rapidly falling tide
for a time delayed the success of the operation. At low water an an-
chor was run out, and at the next full tide the craft was hove safely
- afloat and anchored. The next day, at the request of the commander,
who was the inspector of the light-house district, the keeper piloted the
steamer out of the inlet and assisted to set the channel buoys. The
subjoined letter was subsequently received by him in recognition of his
services :
¢ TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
¢ OFFICE OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD,

“ Washington, July 20, 1888.
¢« Mr. CHAS. E. WICKS,

¢ Keeper of Fire Island Life-Saving Station, New York :

“S81r: The inspector of the third light-house district has informed
the Board of the kind and valuable assistance rendered by you on the
oceasion of the grounding of the tender Jokn Rodgers in Fire Island
Inlet, July 12, 1888,

« The Board desires to express to you its appreciation of the assistance
rendered, and begs that you will accept its thanks for your services in
behalf of the Light-house Establishment.

¢ Respecttully, yours, ‘R.D. E
“R. D. EVANS,

“« Qommander U. 8. N., Naval Secrctary.”
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July 12.—In the evening at about 8 o’clock, during a strong northerly
wind, the small sloop-yacht Ripple, which had been lying at anchor in
the outer harbor, some four hundred yards from the Cleveland Station,
(Ninth District,) Lake Erie, filled with water from the heavy seas sweep-
ing over her and breaking adrift from her moorings, capsized. The life-
savers at once manned the dinghy and went to her assistance. They
fastened a line to her and towed her ashore, where she was righted and
bailed out. The surfmen then, by means of tackles, hove her up on the
beach to a safe place.

July 12.—At about noon the schooner Harriet Ross, of Chicago, Illi-
nois, with a cargo of cedar posts, and carrying a crew of five men, ran
into Sand Beach harbor of refuge, Lake Huron, and anchored. A fresh
north wind was blowing and a high sea running. The captain called at
the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) and reported his vessel leak-
ing badly, and that he was in need of immediate assistance. The surf-
men quickly manned their boat and put off to the schooner, which had
five feet of water in the hold. They at once set to work at the pumps,
and kept them going steadily until balf past 4 o’clock in the afternoon,
when the sailors were enabled to get at and stop the leak, which was
found under the cabin floor. The schooner had met with the accident
the previous day, and while crossing Saginaw Bay the crew had been
obliged to throw overboard some five hundred posts. She was from
Bratton’s Dock, near Middle Island, Michigan, bound to Detroit, in the
same State.

July 13-14.—The sloop-yacht Ella Miller, of Somers Point, from At-
lantic Oity, and bound to Hereford Inlet, all in New Jersey, while at-
tempting to enter the last-named harbor an hour before midnight of
the 12th, ran ashore on the north point of Five Mile Beach, half a mile
east of the Hereford Inlet Station, (Fourth District.) This being the
inactive season on the Atlantic coast, the keeper was alone at the
station. He did not discover the accident until 4 o’clock the next morn-
ing (13th), when he fouund her high and dry on the beach. After pro-
curing rollers and jack-screws he assisted the crew of two men to move
the craft down to the water, and then ran out a kedge. On the high
tide they hove her afloat, but the anchor failed to hold and the wind
drove her back upon the beach. On the 14th similar operations were
repeated, and shortly before midnight they floated the sloop and took-
her to a safe anchorage. The light-house keeper assisted in the work
on both days. The yachtsmen were sheltered at the station until their
craft was released.

July 13.—At 6 o’clock in the evening the schooner Daniel Brown, of
Detroit, Michigan, bound to Chicago, 1llinois, with a cargo of cedar
posts and seven men on board, in hauling out from Turnbull’s Landing,
Michigan, where she had loaded, struck on a reef about a hundred aud
fifty yards from the dock. Low water caused the trouble. The scene
of the accident was four miles south of the Middle Island Station,
(Tenth District,) Lake Huron. Although no signal for assistance was
made by the vessel, the life-savers, recognizing the danger of her posi-
tion should the wind shift and freshen, launched the surfboat and
pulled alongside of her. They helped the sailors to heave on a kedge
that had been planted, but it failed to hold under the heavy strain
brought upon it. The surfmen then assisted to run out the port anchor,
but this alsv, for the time, availed little, as the vessel’s stern was found
to be very hard aground. At last, after several ineffectual trials to
dislodge her it was decided to shift a portion of the deck-load forward.
The life-savers entered upon the task with a will, and when enough had
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been moved they manned the windlass and continued heaving until the
schooner floated. She had apparently sustained no damage. The cap-
tain warmly thanked the station crew for their valuable services. The
weather outlook was not at all favorable, and with the wind freshen-
ing and hauling to the northward it was fortunate that the vessel was
got off the shoal.

July 14.—The keeper of the Ocean City Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey, saw a schooner run ashore at 3 o’clock in the
afternoon, on the north bar of Great Egg Harbor Inlet, about a mile
and a half to the northeastward of his station. His crew was off duty
for the summer and could not readily be called together. He there-
fore pulled to the schooner in a small boat, and assisted her crew of
five men in running out a kedge. Early on the flood tide by making
sail and heaving on the windlass they floated the craft, and the keeper
piloted her into the bharbor, receiving the captain’s earnest thanks.
The schooner was the Centennial, of Somers Point and from May’s
Landing, both in New Jersey, bound to New York with a cargo of
wood.

July 14.—In the afternoon the keepers of the Wachapreague and the
Paramore’s Beach Stations, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, having
assembled their crews, (the stations were closed at this time for the inac-
tive season,) went to the schooner Lady of the Lake, of Crisfield,Maryland,
stranded and sunk on Dawson Shoals, about a mile and a quarter east-
southeast of the tirst-mentioned station. The life-savers stripped the ves-
sel of sails and other removable articles, but could do nothing further.
She had struck upon the shoal the night before (13th,) while skirting too
closely along the beach on her way from New York to Baltimore with a
cargo of salt. Being old and weak she had shortly bilged and filled with
water. The sea being moderate, her crew of four men had easily landed
in their own boat. Three of the men were entertained at the Wacha-
preague Station for three days. Schooner and cargo became atotal loss.

July 16.—At 9 o’clock in the forenoon the catboat Qur Own, of and
from Brooklyn, with two men on board cn a pleasure trip, ran ashore
about one hundred and fifty yards south of the Shark River Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, where she was in danger of go-
ing to pieces. The station being closed for the summer, the keeper sum-
moned a man to help him, went to the stranded craft and soon had her
afloat. He then sailed her into the inlet to a place of safety.

July 16.—During smoky weather, between 12 and 1 o’clock in the
- morning, the steamer Thomas Davidson, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
bound to Ashtabula, Ohio, froin Escanaba, Michigan, with a cargo of
iron ore, and having on board six passengers and a crew of eighteen
men, ran aghore at Hard Wood Point, some five miles to the northward
* of the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron. No signals
were made by the vessel and her condition was not known by the life-
saving crew until 4 o’clock in the morning, when the mate came ashore
for assistance. The keeper accompanied him to the telegraph office,
where a message was sent for a tug, after which shovels and buckets
were purchased and a gang of men was hired to aid in the work of float-
ing the vessel. The surfmen manned the life-boat and with the steam-
er’s yawl, containing the men and implements, in tow proceeded to the
scene of the accident. The life-savers assisted to throw overboard
about five hundred tons of her cargo, the task not being finished until
late in the night. Then a couple of tugs worked her clear. She was
somewhat damaged, but able to continue her journey. In addition to
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the portion of cargo jettisoned, about a hundred tons had been put on a
small schooner. The surfmen did not get back to the station until half-
past 2 o’clock in the morning of the 17th. They had labored assidu-
ously for nearly twenty hours.

July 17-19.—Towards evening of the first of these dates, a vessel was
seen approaching the North Carolina coast, a few miles to the westward
of Cape Hatteras, and shortly after 7 o’clock she stranded between the
Creed’s Hill and the Durant’s Stations, (Sixth District,) and nearer the
first-named. This being the inactive season, the life-saving crews were
disbanded, and the keepers were therefore delayed in protfering assist-
ance through having to send some distance to summon their men. No
time, however, was unnecessarily lost, the keepers having sent out as
soon as the vessel’s signal of distress sa small flag at half-mast,) could
be seen. The life-saving crews arrived at the wreck at about 8 o’clock
and found her to be the German brigantine Annchen, of Papenburg. The
sea being smooth, the crew had landed in their own boat, and the life-
savers returning ashore, found them abreast of the vessel. There were
seven all told. The brig had loaded spirits of turpeuntine at Savannah,
Ga., and was bound to Glasgow, Scotland. Early in the morning
of the 16th, when some 42 miles off shore, she had sprung a bad leak,
and being unable to make any harbor the captain found it necessary to
beach her. The crew were taken to the Durant’s Station, where they
remained two days. During the forenoon of the 18th the Creed’s Hill
crew took the captain on board his craft and helped to save a number
of articles of value. The greater part of the cargo was subsequently
saved in a damaged condition, but the vessel became a total loss.

July 18.—Late in the afternoon a smallboat containing seven men was
capsized in the Ohio River near Louisville, Kentucky. The men were in-
toxicated and consequently could not managetheirover-laden boat in the
strong and dangerous current of theriver. Those who could swim were
unable to assist their less fortunate companions, and three of the party
were drowned. The mishap occurred at the end of Two-Mile Island,
about one and one-quarter miles east of the .Louisville Station, (Ninth
District,) Kentucky. Half an hour after the accident the keeper of the
station was notified. A boat was launched and the life-saving crew
proceeded to the place indicated to drag for the bodies. The search was
long and wearisome, and it was not until early the following morning
(19th,) that the men met with any success. Two bodies were recovered,
taken to the station, and later delivered to the city authorities. The
work was afterwards resumed, and the remains of the third man were
found and turned over to the brother of the deceased.

July 18-19.—The crew of the Muskegon Station, (Eleventh District,)
Lake Michigan, during the forenoon went to a point about a mile north
of the station, and hauled a stranded sail-boat, which they found half
buried in sand near the water’s edge, out to a place of safety on the
beach. The little craft had sailed out of the harbor the day before, had
been left at anchor overnight—the party having disembarked and -
camped near the lake—and had dragged ashore in a southwest blow
which had sprung up during the night. The owner, thinking she
would go to pieces, had stripped her of everything. There was at this
time too much sea to permit launching the sail-boat, but towards even-
ing, the sea having moderated, the life-savers again launched their surf-
boat, pulled to the place, got the cratt afloat and towed her to the sta-
tion. The party, which included the owner of the boat and six members
of his family, (four women and two children,) proceeded to the station
on foot and were hospitably entertained until the following noon, at
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which time the keeper and his men had finished the necessary repairs -
to their craft. The grateful pleasure-seekers resumed their way and
reached their destination, White Lake, without further mishap.

July 19.—At half past 7 o’clock in the morning, during a southwest
blow, the coal-laden schooner A. Boody, of Detroit, Michigan, while
making for a shelter in Beaver Harbor, in tow of a steam barge, got out
of the channel and stranded sowme four hundred yards southeast of the
Beaver Island Station, (FEleventh District,) Lake Michigan. The keeper
having observed that the steamer was standing too close to the north
bank for safety had jumped into a small boat and pulled out to warn
her, but before he could reach the place the schooner was aground.
He went on board and by his knowledge of the channel materially
assisted the steamer in getting the craft afloat. This work occupied
about two hours, after which the keeper piloted the two vessels inside.
They were from Buffalo, New York, bound to Green Bay, Wisconsin,
and the schooner carried a crew of seven men.

July 20.—Shortly after noon the schooner Honest Abe, of Bangor,
Maine, from Cohasset, bound to Millbridge in the same State, in the
thick fog then prevalhng ran off her course and in among the ledges
about half a mile west-northwest of the White Head Station, (First
District.) - She was instantly brought to anchor near Norton’s Island
Reef, where the keeper discovered her a few minutes later. The sta-
tion crew having disbanded for the summer, the keeper quickly sum-
moned four of them to his assistance,launched a small boat, and boarded
the schooner. There was a heavy sea heaving in, and the vessel lay in
a dangerous position. The life-savers carried out a kedge and assisted
her crew of three men to warp her out clear of the ledges, when they got
her underway and took her into Seal Harbor and anchored her.

July 20.—About 8 o’clock in the evening the little son, aged five years,
of the keeper of the White River Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake
Michigan, while playing on the pier abreast of the station fell into the
lake. Surfman William Vananroy, who was near at hand and witnessed
the accident, jumped in after the llbtle fellow and brought him safely
ashore.

July 21.—About 7 o’clock in the evening of this date a drunken man,
who was walking along the beach close by the water’s edge, toppled
over into the surf and would have drowned but for his speedy rescue
by the keeper of the Rockaway Point Station, (Third District,) coast of
Loung Island. The keeper secing the mishap from the station lookout
hurried to the spot and dragged the helpless man ashore. When res-
cued he was drifting rapidly away tfrom the beach.

July 21.— At twenty minutes after 10 o’clock in the forenoon a skiff
with a man in it was scen by the lookout of the Louisville Station,

Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky, to be in danger above the cross-
am of the falls of the Ohio River. The life-savers quickly put off in
their boat and brought the skiftf safely to the station. The occupant
was unacquainted with the locality and not aware of the peril of his
situation.

July 22.—About 2 o'clock in the afternoon word was received at the
Santa Rosa Station, (Eighth District,) coast of Florida, that two men
from a picnie party at Fort Pickens, inexperienced in the management
of a boat, had been carried out to sea by the strong ebb tide, which
was running at the rate of six miles an hour, The keeper summoned
to his aid two men, the regular crew being off duty av this season, and
set out in search of the missing party. After sailing in various direc-
tions some twelve or fifteep wiles and examining all the buoys on
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the bar and in the vicinity, the boat was discovered abandoned and
full of water, on the beach, three miles westward of Fort McRae. Foot-
prints in the sand leading in the direction of the fort dispelled all fear
as to the safety of the men, so the keeper proceeded to free the boat of
water, and took her in tow for Fort Pickens, where she was delivered
to the owner. The two men shortly afterwards were ferried across
the bay and joined their friends.

July 22.—While the lumber-laden barge R. N. Rice, of Bnffalo, New
York, was being towed out of the harbor by the steamer Huron City
she fetched up on the bar about a hundred and fifty yards northwest of
the Muskallonge Lake Station,(Tenth District,) Lake Superior. She
was loaded too deep to pass the channel. The life-saving crew manned
their boat at once and started to her assistance, but before they could
reach her the tow-line to the steamer parted. The surfmen ran another
hawser between the vessels and then boarded the barge, which was
found to have spryng a leak. She had already made some twenty-two
inches of water. The life-savers pumped her out, after which the
steamer dredged out a channel and in about two hours’ time succeeded
in pulling the barge clear. The latter had a crew of six men and was
bound to Michigan City. .

July 23.—Two persons were very gallantly rescued on this date near
the Rehoboth Beach Station, (I'ifth District,) coast of Delaware, as the
following account will show. Mrs. H. M. 8chooley and Mr. W. M. S.
Brown, boarders at the Bright House, a summer hotel at Rehoboth
Beach, were bathing in the surf opposite the hotel, when before they
realized it they were carried by the undertow out beyond their depth.
Brown being a good swimmer immediately made efforts to assist his
companion back, but the task was beyond his strength, and becoming
exhausted he shouted loudly for help from tbe shore. His cries were
heard by a young man, C. Allen Maull, of Lewes, Delaware, but seven-
teen years old, who dashed out to his assistance. Seizing hold of Mrs.
‘Schooley he succeeded in keeping her afloat at great risk to himself,
until Mr. Walter Burton, the manhger of the hotel, who was indoors at
the time, upon hearing the outery on the beach, rushed out and hastily
removing his coat and shoes, swam to young Maull’s aid, and between
them Mrs. Schooley was brought safely ashore. Mr. Brown in the
meantime had drifted further off and was still calling piteously for
help when Keeper Thomas J. Truxton of the Rehoboth Beach Station,
who happeuned to be in the hotel when the manager rushed out, and
had followed him throwing off his coat as he ran, sprang into the surf
and by strong strokes soon reached the drowning man and brought
him also in safety to the beach amid the plaudits of the assembled
crowvd. It was a narrow escape for both Mrs. Schooley and Mr.
Brown, the latter being unconscious when he was landed and requiring
tdhe attention of a physician. He was confined to his bed for several

ays.

July 23.—At about 10 o’clock inthe forenoon the alarm was given at
the Louisville Station, (Ninth Distriet,) Louisville, Kentucky, that a
small flat with two boys on it was in a perilous position above the cross-
dam of the falls. The life-savers at once put out on the river, overtook
the flat before it reached the most dangerous current, and brought it to
the bank. The boys narrowly escaped being swept over the falls.

July 24.—The crew of the Ship-Canal Station, (''enth District,) Lake
Superior, rowed to Portage Lake, six miles south of the station, and
recovered a fishing-boat that had been capsized without serious results
tﬁe previous day. They righted it, bailed it out, and delivered it to
the owner.
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July 25.—Between 11 and 12 o’clock in the forenoon the watch of the
Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, sounded the alarm and
reported that a small sloop-yacht had capsized near the breakwater, a
third of a mile northwest of the station. Several of the surfmen at
once put off to the scene in the dinghy and found the sloop bottom up
with her crew of three men clinging to her. The life-savers promptly res-
cued them from their perilous position and took them into the dinghy
until the sloop was righted and put inorder, when the men re-embarked,
having suffered nothing further than a good drenching.

July 26.—At about twenty minutes past 6 o’clock in the evening the
patrol of the Middle Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, while
making the circuit of the island, discovered a schooner ashore on what
is known as Can Buoy Reef, about two miles southeast of the sta-
tion. A thick fog had prevailed throughout the day, but at the time
mentioned it lifted sufficiently to make distant objects visible. The
surfman hurried to the station and made report, whereupon the life-
savers manned the surf-boat and pulled to the scene. The vessel was
found to be the Canadian schooner M. L. Breck, of Kingston. She was
loaded with lumber, bound from the Spanish River, Ontario, to Detroit,
Michigan, and had on board a crew of seven men and three of the cap-
tain’s children. She was about three-quarters of a mile from the land.
An anchor had been run out on the port beam and the surfmen turned
to and assisted to heave upon it, but it soon became evident that she
could not be got off or swung around from that quarter. The keeper
then advised the planting of a kedge astern, where there was deeper
water. This suggestion was acted upou, and after sail had been taken
in the windlass was manned and all hands continued heaving until
about 10 o’clock at night, when the vessel floated. The surfmen then
aided to set-the canvas, but the wind having almost died away it was
found that she would be in danger of again drifting on.the reef if an
attempt was made to sail her out. The port anchor was therefore used
to hold her while the station crew carried out the kedge, with & long
scope of line attached, to the northward. By heaving on the kedge
the schooner was hauled out clear of the reef to where there was plenty
of sea room. She then filled away and the surfmen, after picking up
the kedge, as a further precaution ran a line to her bow and assisted
to tow her to a safe offing. The schooner had sustained no perceptible
damage and resumed her voyage. The captain warmly thanked the life-
saving men for their valuable assistance, and stated that he could not
otherwise have dislodged his vessel withont sending for a tug, which
would have consumed much time ard entailed heavy expense. Besides,
being on a dangerous reef and lee shore, had bad weather set in the
schooner might have suffered the most serions consequences.

July 27.—In the evening of this date a visitor at the Evanston Sta-
tion, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, while in bathing with one of
the surfmen, got frightened in attempting to swim to the outer bar,
lost his strength, and sunk where the water was only a little over his
head. He was rescued by the surfmaun and carried ashore in an appar-
ently lifeless condition. The keeper and several members of the crew
who were on the beach immediately proceeded with the method em-
ployed in the Service for resuscitating the apparently drowned, and in
a short time induced respiration. The man was then carried into the
station and after two hours of judicious treatment was fully restored
to consciousness. Being utterly exhausted, thongh unable to sleep, he
was given an opiate and kept in bed until morning, when a carriage was
procured and he was sent to his lodging house,
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July 27.—At 10 o’clock in the forenoon word was received at the
Milwaukee Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, that the steamer
Rand, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, had gone ashore during a fog, about
8ix miles north of the station. At the time of the accident she was
bound home from Manistee, Michigan, with a cargo of lumber and a
crew of twelve men. The life-savers launched the surf-boat and pro-
ceeded to the vessel in tow of a tug. The surfmen assisted to transfer
the Rand’s deck-load to a lighter that had been brought along, after
which the tug succeeded in pulling the steamer afloat. The station men
then re-stowed the deck-load and the steamer proceeded on her voyage.

July 27.--A boy seven years of age, while fishing from the dock near
the Sheboygan Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, slipped and
fell into the water. He could not swim and would probably have
drowned but for one of the surfmen, who seeing the accident, ran to
the child’s assistance and pulled him out.

July 28.— At half-past 5 o’clock in the morning the keeper of Crumple
Island Station, (First Listrict,) coast of Maine, who is alone at the sta-
tion during the inactive season, set out for Jonesport for stores. On
the way he fell in with the British-schooner Lillie G., of St.John, New
Brunswick, ashore in an exposed position on Horse Rock, near Saw-
yer’s Cove, about seven miles northeast of the station. Four of the
station crew and two other men were already on board, rendering every
assistance in their power. The vessel was from her home port, bound
to Rockland, Maine, with a crew of four men and a cargo of wood.
Through mistaking a buoy she had stranded half an hour before the
keeper reached the place, immediately beginning to leak. All hands
manned the pumps and kept her free until the tide floated her, when
they made sail and worked her out into the channel. Her only damage
waa the loss of her false keel.

July 28.—Early in the morning of this date the keeper of the Cleve-
land Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, was requested by telephone
to send some of his crew to search for the body of a boy who had been
drowned in the Cuyahoga River, about six miles from the station. Two
surfmen were immediately dispatched in the small boat, with the neces-
sary appliances for dragging the river and they arrived at the place of
the accident at 2 o’clock in the morning. After six hours’ work the
body was recovered and given in charge of an undertaker.

July 28.—A large scow laden with lumber, while entering Manistee
Harbor, Michigan, in tow of a steam-tug, struck the head of one of the
piers and lost about four-fifths of her load overboard. The crew of the
Manistee Station, (Illeventh District,) Lake Michigan, quickly manned
their surf-boat and gave their assistance in recovering the lumber.
After working about seven hours they got the craft reloaded and took
her inside the piers. e

July 30.—An eighteen-foot cat-boat, the Lillie B., of Sheepshead Bay,
New York, was seen at abont 2 o’clock in the afternoon by the keeper
of the Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island,
about three-quarters of a mile southeast of the station, in danger of
capsizing. There was a fresh south wind blowing. The regular life-
saving crew being off duty at this season the keeper quickly manned
o skiff and put off to the boat, which on his arrival was nearly on its
beam ends in the trough of the sea. There were two gentlemen and
a young lady on board. The keeper took the latter into his skiff and
then properly trimmed the sail so that the men, who said that they
needed no further assistance conld get to the point of beach for the
purpose of reefing down and where the young lady could sgain join
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them. After standing off shore awhile they headed for Sheepshead
Bay Ibnlet, but bhad not run far before the boat capsized. The keeper
speedily pulled to the scene, and after working almost an hour and a
half, got the craft to the beach, where with the aid of another man, it
was righted and bailed out. The party were then taken up the bay.

July 31.—The sloop Little Fred, of Lewes, Delaware, while lying at-
anchor near the Cape May steamboat landing, New Jersey, early in the
morning, was caught by a drifting hulk, dragged from her anchorage and
finally forced ashore some two hundred yardssouthwest of the Cape May
Station, (Fourth District.) The keeper, who is alone at the station dur-
ing the summer months, went at once to the aid of the crew of three
men, and on the following flood tide they got the craft afloat and took
her back into the harbor.

July 31.—During the afternoon word was brought to the Louisville
Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky, that 2 man lmd been
drowned at Jeffersonville,on the Indiana side of the Ohio River. With
drags and lines the surfmen immediately set out for the place in one of
the station boats. They recovered the body and delivered it to friends
of the deceased who were waiting on the shore. The man had been
bathing in the river.

July 31.—The small schooner Norman, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, from
Sheboygan, in the same State, bound to Holland, Michigan, when
abreast of the Muskegon Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan,
and about a mile. off shore, encountered a squall of wind and rain. She
lost nost of her canvas, and the lime which constituted her cargo caught
fire. Shortly after daybreak she was towed into the harbor and moored
near the station. The keeper and his crew boarded her at once and
after working two hours and a half unloaded the vessel and suc-
ceeded in extinguishing the flames. The vessel had a crew of only
two men, and they would have been nnable to save her without assist-
ance. The loss sustained was comparatively slight.

July 31.—At a quarter past 6 o’clock in the evening, a yacht was
seen from the Evanston Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, in
tow of a steamer. Shortly afterwards the tow-line was cast off and the
yacht, hoisting her jib, headed for the shore at a point about a mile
north of the station. At the same time a flag of distress was set. The
life-saving men were quickly mustered and set off in the surf-boat for
the vessel. The wind was fresh and squally with heavy rain. The
yacht continued running for the beach, and was in the breakers before
the station crew were sighted. Then her helm was put hard down and
she stood out to meet the surf-boat. The latter went alongside and
found her to be the sloop Minnie M.,of and from Chicago, 1llinois, bound
to Mackinaw, Michigan, with four passengers and a crew of three men
on board. She was in a sinking condition, and the captain intended to
beach her as the only means of saving her. The crew of the yacht had
their life-preservers on expecting to be thrown into the surf. The cap-
tain was especially solicitous about his wife, who was one of the passen-
gers, and bad been sick all day, and requested the station men to con-
vey her ashore. Before she could be transferred to the boat, however,
she fainted from fright and exhaustion, but was finally taken to the
keeper’s house and provided with dry clothing and comfortably cared
for. A number of valuables were also taken off. The keeper ad-
vised the captain of the yacht to try and keep her afloat as long as pos-
sible and sent three surfmen on board to assist at the pnmps. It was
learned that she had sprung a leak in the forenoon off Waukegan, Illi-
nois, and as the water gained very rapidly, she was put about for Chi-
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cago. She soon became water-logged and could carry only a jib. At
about 3 o’elock in the afternoon she was taken in tow by a steamer.
Her crew, becoming worn out from continuous pumping and bailing,
were compelled to cut the tow-line and run for the beach in the hope of
preventing the craft from sinking and saving themselves, the sea being
- too high to transfer the people to the steamer. -After the captain’s wife
was landed the surf-boat returned to the sloop and as it was found that
with the assistance of the life-savers, the leak could be kept under con-
trol, the keeper put another man on board and the yacht was headed
for Chicago. The surfmen landed another of the passengers and fur-
nished him with dry clothing, part of which was from the supplies do-
nated by the Women’s National Relief Association. The yacht con-
tinued on her course, starting under a jib alone, but by hard work with
buckets and the pump the water in her was lowered so that, after a
while, she was able to proceed under a close-reefed mainsail. Arriving
off Chicago a tug met her and towed her to the dry dock. The surfmen
who accompanied her then returned to Evanston. The wife of the cap-
tain of the sloop, and the other passengers landed by the life-savers,
remained at a boarding-house near the station until they could leave
for their homes. )

August 1.—The fishing-tug John Cowan, of Grand Haven, Michigan,
caught fire, and burned while at anchor on the fishing ground in Platte
River Bay, Lake Michigan, her crew of four men being ashore at the
time at work on their nets. The crew of the Point Betsey Station,
(Eleventh District,) were notified by telephone and at once manning
their surf-boat, pulled to the tug, a distance of some seven miles—but
could render little assistance. They helped to get up the anchor, how-
ever, and towed the hulk into shoal water, where it soon filled and sunk,
becoming a total loss. The fishermen, wishing to return to their homes
in Frankfort, were taken in the surf-boat as far as the station.

August 2.—About 6 o’clock in the evening of this date the schooner-
yacht Ramona, of New York, bound to Providence, Rhode Island, from
Portland, Maine, having on board six passengers, and a crew of nine-
teen men, stranded on Great Point Rip, some two and a half miles north
of the Coskata Station, (Second District,) Nantucket Island, Massa-
chusetts. The station being closed for the summer season, the keeper,
who discovered the craft a few minutes after the accident occurred,
launched the small hoat and went to the scene. The vessel’s kedge
was out, but the crew had ceased heaving as the tide was ebbing rapidly.
Acting upon the keeper’s advice they resumed operations, and suc-
ceeded in sluing the vessel somewhat. The mainsail was trimmed and
hauled to starboard, when she slid off the shoal and was safely an-
chored in the bay. In consideration of the service rendered by the
keeper, the owner volantarily presented him with a sum of money.

Awugust 4.—At about 4 o’clock in the morning the schooner John 8.
Richards, of Detroit, Michigan, was towed into Fairport Harbor, Ohio,
leaking badly. The crew of the Fairport Station, (Ninth District,) Lake
Erie, boarded her and pumped for three hours, lowering the water in
the hold some fourteen inches. They then returned to the station for
breakfast by which time the captain had secured a sufficient number of
men to work the pumps until he could discharge the cargo which con-
sisted of iron ore. The vessel was on her way from Escanaba, Michigan,
to Buffalo, New York, and had sprung a leak in midlake.

August 4—Up to 11 o’clock in the forenoon a thick fog prevailed in
the vicinity of the Crisp’s Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior. At
that time it lifted somewhat, when the day-watch made out a steamer
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and her consort, the latter apparently aground, a mile and a half west
of the station. The life-savers at once manned the surf-boat and pulled
to the scene. They found the vessels to be the steamer H. B. Tuttle, and
the schooner Queen Oity, both of Cleveland, Ohio, bound home from
Ashland, Wisconsin, with cargoes of iron ore, and carrying crews of
twelve and ten men respectively. The schooner had been run ashore
during the thick weather. The surfmen lost no time in procuring
shovels from the station, and after continnously working until 10
o’clock at night, being assisted by the crew of the Two Heart River
Station who arrived on the scene in the evening, jettisoned about a
hundred tons of the vessel’s cargo. She was then successfully pulled
afloat, little or no damage having been sustained. During the opera-
tions the life-savers ran all the necessary lines and whén the schooner
was off helped to make sail on her. The captain of the steamer thor-
oughly appreciated the prompt and effective aid rendered him and ex-
pressed his gratitude in the warmest terms.

August 4.—The evening patrol from Muskallonge Lake Station,
(Tenth District,) Lake Superior, returned to the station at 9 o’clock,
and reported a steamer off shore to the westward sounding distress sig-
nals. The surf-boat was at once launched and rowed in the direction
indicated. A pull of about four miles brought the life-savers alongside
of the steamer Huron City, of Chicago, Illinois, lost in the fog and de-
sirous of entering the harbor. The keeper piloted the steamer through

_the channel and to the dock, where she was made fast.

August 5.—An hour before noon the schooner Ann Cooley, of Somers
Point, New Jersey, while attempting to leave Little Egg Harbor,
stranded on a shoal some two miles to the southward of the Little
Egg Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. The keeper wit-
nessed the mischance and quickly manned the surf-boat with volun-
teers—the regular crew being off duty for the summer. They pulled
to the schooner and found her to be lying uneasily and in danger of
of being badly damaged. The tide was falling, but they lost no time in
running out an anchor and after some vigorous work on the windlass
succeeded in heaving the craft atloat. The captain desiring to return
to the harbor to ascertain the extent of the injuries received, the
keeper piloted the shooner in. She was found to be leaking considera-
bly, but was not otherwise injured. The captain expressed much grat-
itude for the prompt release of his vessel from her perilous situation.
The schooner, which was laden with brick from Croatan, North Caro-
lina, and bound to Atlantic City, New Jersey, had on board five men,
two of whom were passengers.

August 5.—At about half-past 3 o’clock in the morning a telegram
was received at the Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie,
that the tug Allie May, of Cleveland, was ashore at Dover Bay, some
twelve miles west of the station and that assistance was needed. The
life-saving crew procured a hawser and engaged the local tug Dread-
naught to tow the surf-boat to the scene of the accident. It was found
that besides the Allie May two lighters were also ashore. 'These ves-
sels had been trying during the night to raise the tug Paddy Murphy,
which was burned at this place the previous spring. A héavy sea
making up they were compelled to abandon the operations and while
the tug was towing the lighters farther out into the lake a line got foul
of her propeller and disabled her. The lighters were then cast adrift
and the tug’s anchor failing to hold her, all three vessels were driven
ashore. The surfinen ran the hawser from the stranded tug to the
Dreadnaught, but it was unequal to the strain brought upon it and
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parted. The broken ends were bent together and a second attempt was
made to pull the tug clear, but this proved as unsuccessful as the first.
A telegram was then sent to Cleveland for a heavier line which, later
in the day, was brought by the tug Tom Maytham. The life-savers
used the surf-boat in running the line to the Allie May and the two
tugs after some hard work finally succeeded in getting her clear. The
surfmen then carried lines to the lighters and they were also pulled
off. The three vessels were towed to Cleveland, having suffered but
little damage.

August 5.—An eleven-year-old boy accidentally fell into the Obio
River from the foot of Floyd street, four blocks from the Louisville Sta-
tion, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky, early in the evening and
was drowned. The life-saving crew was notified of the accident, and
providing themselves with grapnels and lines, proceeded in their boat
to the place indicated. After dragging half an hour, the search was
rewarded by the recovery of the body, which was taken to the station
and subsequently given into the custody of the city coroner.

August 5.—At half past 12 o’clock in the morning the lookout of the
Sheboygan Station, (Kleventh District,) Lake Michigan, noticed a boom
of logs drifting down the river. He alarmed the station crew and they
proceeded in a small boat to secure the logs, which were rapidly float-
ing towards the lake, where they would have been lost. The boom was
towed back to the ship-yard where they belonged and properly made
fast. The following morning the owner of the logs warmly thanked
theslife-saviug crew for having saved hie property, which was valued
at $150. -

August 6-7.—On page 139 of the report of 1837-’S8 will be found an
account of the stranding of the steamer Laketon, of Port Huroh, Michi-
gan, near the Muskallonge Lake Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior,
and the rescue of seven of her crew. The accident occurred during a
northeast gale October 23, 1887. It was not until August 6th of the fol-
lowing year that efforts were made to float her. In the morning of that
date the owner arrived on the scene and the life-savers began work on
the vessel. A clump of piles was driven in the lake abreast of her, to
which the surfmen made fast a large hawser. They then rigged a double
purchase and succeeded in heaving her off the beach. By means of the
station anchor she was kedged into deep water, after which the life-
saving crew towed her with the surf-boat alongside the wharf. They
had used hand pumps to free her and she leaked very little when they
left her. All the next day (7th,) the surfmen worked putting aboard
fuel and her outfit, which had been stored at the station for more than
nine months, They also assisted to repair her engine and kept her
pumped out. The following afternoon she left for Sault de Ste. Marie,
Michigan.

Awugust 6-9.—About the middle ot the afternoon of the 2d, the small
schooner Rambler, of Detroit, Michigan, from Saint Joseph, in the same
State, without cargo, when about fifteen miles off Chicago, Illinois, to
which place she was bound, encountered a heavy northerly squall of
wind and rain and capsized. The tour men constituting her crew man-
aged to crawl upon the bottom of the boat, where they clung to the
keel for three hours. The craft then turned on her beam ends, so that
the men were able to hold on by the rigging, and in this situation the
remained for twelve hours, at the end of which time the steamer A. B.
Taylor, of Grand Haven, Michigan, arriving in the vicinity discovered
their perilous case. She took the men on board and into port, and after-
wards returned to tow the craft into Chicago harbor. On the 6th the
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keeper and crew of the Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michi-
gan, worked hard and steadily for nine hours pumping her out. Watch
was kept on board by the surfmen until the 9th, when the schooner was
towed back to Saint Joseph. She was but slightly damaged. One of
her crew received five days’ shelter and sustenance at the station while
the vessel remained in Chicago.

Awugust 8.—At about noon three persons were pleasure sailing in Sand
Beach Harbor, Lake Huron, in the small sloop Lalla Rookh, when, in
going about, the center-board struck bottom and the boat capsized. Two
of the occupants were taken ashore in a small skiff that happened to be
near while the third remained on the sloop. The life-savers of the
Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) pulled to the scene, righted the
boat and after towing it to the break water, bailed it out.

August 8.—Towards evening two young men started from Thunder
Bay Island, Lake Huron, for Alpena, Michigan, a distance of at least 12
miles The wind at the time was blowing hard from the southwest
and increasing, with a heavy sea running. The weather was so bad in
fact, that the men were able to proceed only about 4 miles to a fishing
station on the main-land. After remaining there some little time, with
no prospect of reaching their destination, they started back for the
island, on which the wind was now blowing a gale. The crew of the
Thunder Bay Island Station, (Tenth District,) saw trouble ahead as
the boat came in sight under her foresail with the boom dragging in
the water. It was seen that the occupants were unable to steer her and
the wind was 8o high that they could not get the sail down. On reach-
ing the breakers she broached to twice and came very near capsizing.
The keeper called out to the men tolet go their anchor, which they did.
The surfmen then sprang into the lake in hopes of saving the boat from
damage, but before they could do anything she dragged broadside on
the beach. The young men, who were drenched to the skin, were pro-
vided with dry clothing, given supper, and sheltered over night. The
following morning the life-savers ran out an anchor and succeeded in
getting the boat off. Itwas considerably damaged. The two men,
from their want of knowledge in handling a boat, had narrowly es-
caped losing their lives.

August 9.— A lady who had swum out to the ‘bar at Long Branch,
New Jersey, unattended, upon attempting to return to the beach found
the outward current too strong for her and though a fine swimmer was
obliged to call for help. Surfman Rundquist, of the Long Branch Sta-
tion, (Fourth District,) and two companions who were at work on the
bluff mending their nets, heard the cries, ran to their boat, pulled vig-
orously to the place and rescued the exhausted swimmer. The lady
afterwards said she should certainly have given up but for the encour-
agement of seeing the approaching boat, and that being utterly tired
out, she could not in any event have kept up longer.

August 11.—At 3 o’clock in the afternoon two young ladies and two
Boys in a rowboat attempted to cross Great Egg Harbor Inlet, New
Jersey. The tide was running out very fast and their boat becoming
unmanageable drifted rapidly toward the bar. The keeper of the
Ocean City Station, (Fourth District,) observing their peril hastened to
laanch a small boat which lay on the strand. Then as he had only one
small oar he took the end of a shot-line in the boat and sculled out to
the aid of the terrified young people. He reached them just as their
boat was entering the line of breakers, where without doubt they would
have been capsized and drowned. He quickly made the line fast to the
boat, which was then hauled safely to the beach by the people who had
gathered to watch the rescue.
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August 12.—In the afternoon of this date the watchman on duty at
the Saint Joseph Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, put out at
fire on the south pier which had caught from the sparks of a passing
steamer and would have done much damage had it not been discovered
early and promptly extinguished by the surfman.

August 12.—A small flat-bottomed ferry boat found adrift in the
river was picked up by one of the surfmen from the Sheboygan Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, and taken to the station. The re-
covery of the boat was advertised, and after remaining a long time at
the station was claimed by the owner, who thanked the crew for having
saved and cared for his property.

August 13.—About 9 o’clock in the morning, during a northeasterly
breeze with rain, the sloop Ida, of Boston, Massachusetts, with a crew
of two men and nine passengers, bound home from Bar Harbor, Maine,
while getting under way to run into Biddeford Pool, misstayed and
fetched up dangerously near a ledge of rocks three-qarters of a mile
north of the Fletcher’'s Neck Station, (First District,) coast of Maine.
The station being closed for the summer, the keeper with the assist-
ance of a man who lived in the neighborhood, launched the small boat
and boarded the craft. They helped reef the sails and work her clear
of the rocks and into the Pool.

August 13.—At half past 7 o’clock in the morning two men started
with the sloop-yacht Guenn, of New York, to sail from Watch Hill,
Rhode Island, to Stonington, Connecticut, but when a short distance
from the Watch Iill Station, (Third District,) the strong wind and rain
caused them to discontinue their journey. Not having an anchor, they
tried to improvise one by tying together threeiron rods. These failed to
bold on being thrown overboard, and the craft dragged ashore on Napa-
tree Beach, half a mile northwest of the station. The latter was closed
for the summer, but the keeper, who was on duty, proceeded immediately
to the sloop’s assistance and found that the two men had abandoned
her. Half an hour later a steamer arrived on the scene and the keeper
by means of the yacht’s boat ran a hawser, being aided by two surfmen
belonging to his regular crew in the active season, who had reached
the spot. The steamer pulled the sloop afloat undamaged and towed
her to Stonington. It was there learned that she had been stolen a
couple of nights before.

August 13.—Towards evening the sloop-yacht Ohristiana, of Sheeps-
head Bay, New York, ran aground a quarter of a mila to the northward
of the Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island. Be-
sides the sailing-master, there was a pleasure party on board, eonsisting
of a gentleman and three ladies, all but one of whom were elderly peo-
ple and invalids. A fresh wind was blowing with a good deal of a sea
running, and the craft striking on the ebb tide soon became fast. The
weather being chilly, the occupants were very anxious to get ashore.
At the time of the accident the keeper and his son were out on the bay
in a small skift; and on seeing the sloop strand they at once pulled to her.
Ascertaining the situation, they piroceeded ashore and obtained a
larger boat, with which they took oft the party and after a hard row
succeeded in landing them safely at a convenient point about a mile
and a quarter up the bay. The keeper then returned to the yacht and
assisted to float her. She came off unharmed at about 8 o’clock.

August 13.—On this date a fresh northerly gale with thick, rainy
weather prevailed in the vicinity of the Big Sandy Station, (Ninth Dis-
trict,) Lake Ontario. At about half past 4 o’clock in the afternoon, as
a heavy squall cleared away, the lookout sighted a schooner standing

ST
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in for the land before the wind. A close watch was kept on her and it
was soon observed that she was laboring heavily in the seas and was
ander short sail. Her movements indicating that she was in a bad
way, the life-boat was launched and got ready for immediate use. As
she continued to keep her course it became obvious that she was run-
ning for the beach. Accordingly the life-savers beunt to the oars, pulled
through and beyond the line of breakers, and rowing outside the latter
some two miles to the southward, reached the vessel a few minutes
after she struck. She proved to be the Delaware, of Belleville, Ontario,
loaded with coal, bound home from Charlotte, New York. While
anchored under South Bay Point, Canadian shore,one of her chains
parted, and the remaining anchor failing to hold she was compelled to
slip and run for shelter across the lake. She soon began to leak badly
and the captain deemed it advisable to beach her. The surfmen took
off the crew, consisting of four men and a woman, and conveyed them
together with their personal effects, to the station, where they were
made comfortable for the night. The next morning, the sea having
moderated, the life-savers again boarded the schooner and found her in
an easy position. The following day (15th,) considerable water ran into
her and listed her over. The captain went to Oswego to procure as-
sistance, and during his absence the station crew made several trips to
the vessel, but nothing could be done in the way of floating her until
means arrived for the discharge of her cargo. At daybreak of the 19th
a steamer and lighter put in an apprarance and the surfmen went off
to render whatever aid might be required of them. After the schooner
was freed of water, a sufficient portion of her cargo was removed to in-
sure her release. The life-saving men ran a hawser and the steamer
pulled the vessel off without furtber trouble. The surfmen then went
back to the station and obtained the articles that had been stored there
-and returned them to the sailors. The latter had received shelter
nearly a week.

August 13.—For an account of the capsizing of the yacht Collingwood,
of Toronto, Canada, at the mouth of the Genesee River, near the Char-
lotte Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario, whereby one life was lost,
see page 19.

August 13.—In the forenoon the crew of the Louisville Station,
(Ninth Distriet,) Louisville, Kentucky, put off in their boat and rescued
two boys who were on a flat in the middle chute of the falls. The strong
current made their position one of extreme danger. The life-savers
towed the flat to the station and safely landed the occupants.

Awugust 14.—The lumber-laden schooner, Eva I. Shenton, of Crisfield,
Maryland, and from North Carolina, ran ashore in the afternoon, half
a mile south of the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District,) coast of
New Jersey. She was bound to Atlantic City and was standing into
Absecon Inlet at the time in charge of a pilot. The life-saving sta-
tion being closed for the summer, the keeper made up a volunteer crew
as soon a8 he could, and accompanied by the keeper of the adjacent
Absecon Station, pulled to the schooner’s assistance. A hawser from
the station was taken in the boat, but upon arriving on board it was
found that the position of the vessel on the shoal prevented the advan-
tageous use of the kedge. At the captain’s request, therefore, the life-
savers, in company with the schooner’s crew, which numbered five, set
to work to lighten the vessel. Some ten thousand feet of lumber was
thrown overboard, and shortly after midnight, the tide rising and the
wind blowing fresh from the southeast, the men made sail and forced
the vessel off the shoal. The keeper then took her into the harbor,leav-
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ing her in a snug berth. She was not injured, but the lumber thrown
overboard and lost.

August 14.—A northerly storm on Aungust 13th drove the yacht
Amelia, of Rochester, New York, from her anchorage at the mouth of
the Genesee River, onto one of the piles of the old east pier a few
hundred yards southwest of the Charlotte Station, (Ninth District,)
Lake Ontario. A hole was stove in the yacht and she filled and suuk.
On the 14th the life-savers put a chain around her, raised her and
temporarily stopped the leak by nailing canvas over the hole. They
then pumped her free and towed her to the pier near the station, where
the owner took charge of her.

August 15.—About midnight the keeper of the Monmouth Beach
Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, (which was without a
crew, the station being closed for the sumuer,) discovered a fire in the
wooden breakwater some two hundred yards from the station and about
fifteen feet from which stands a small church. Securing a fire-bucket
and other necessary articles from the station and the assistance of a
man who happened to be uear, the keeper succeeded in extinguishing
the lames. The two men worked until daylight, their efforts result-
ing in saving several hundred dollars’ worth of property.

August 15-16.—On these dates the crew of the Middle Island Sta-
tion, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, were engaged in picking up logs
that bhad drifted upon the island and in towing them to the station,
where they were hauled well up on the beach. The logs bore the
owner’s mark and had apparently broken adrift from a raft.

August 15.—Shortly after 4 o’clock in the afternoon a seaman of the
steamer Alaska, of Erie, Pennsylvania, arrived at the North Manitou
Island Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, reporting that ves-
sel ashore about four miles to the southward and requesting the help
of the life-saving crew. The steamer had just stranded, having got out
of her course in the fog which prevailed at that time and which pre-
vented her being seen from the station. The surf-boat was at once
launched and pulled rapidly to the scene. The keeper took charge of
the work and directed the cargo, as far ag practicable, to be shifted aft.
The surfmen ran an anchor out astern and made an unsuccessful at-
tempt to heave her afloat. They then dropped the bowers and let the
chain-cables run out of the lockers to lighten the bow, after which by
again heaving on the kedge and working the engines they got her off,
1t was now near midnight, and after the station crew had aided in re-
covering and stowing the ground-tackle again, the steamer resumed
her voyage. She was on her regular trip from Buffalo, New York, to
Chicago, Illinois, with a valuable freight of general merchandise and
a crew of twenty-four men.

August 15.—The lumber-laden steamer New Era, of Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, baving stranded about 3 o’clock in the day, during a thick fog,
the crewof the Point Betsy Station, (Eleventh Disirict,) Lake Michigan,
went. to her at once—she lay a mile or so north of the station—and
proffered. their assistance. They commenced by laying out an anchor
and endeavored by this means to heave the vessel off. This failing, a
tug was sent for and after shifting the cargo, the steamer by working
her own engines and with the aid of the tug was finally tloated off. She
was but slightly damaged, and as soon as the cargo was replaced with
the station crew’s help, she proceeded to her destination. She was
bound to Racine, Wisconsin, from Northport, Michigan, with a crew
numbering eight, all told.

August 15.—In the afternoon of this date the crew of the Saint Joseph
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Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, were called to Benton Har-
bor to search for the body of a man who had fallen into the canal basin
and been drowned. The men arrived on the spot in about twenty min-
utes after the accident, and half an hour later found the remains. The
body had been under water nearly fifty minutes, yet from abundant
caution the crew faithfully endeavored for half an hour, according to the
Service rules, to resuscitate life. No evidences of vitality developed
and the remains were accordingly handed over to the coroner.

August 16.—In the afternoon of this date the crew of the Pointe aux
Barques Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, manned the surf-boat
and pulled out about two miles east of the station and picked up a
skiff that was drifting down the lake. A resident of Huron City, to
whom it was found to belong, was duly notified of its recovery.

August 16.—A considerable number of telegraph poles found drifting
in the lake were secured by the crew of the Thunder Bay Island Station,
(Tenth District,) Lake Huron, on this date, and held for the owner.

August 16.—Early in the evening the crew of the Hammond’s Bay
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, recovered the body of a man
which one of the patrolmen discovered floating in the lake about three-
quarters of a mile from the station. The man had been lost from the
schooner Commerce of Chicago, Illinois, eight days previously. The
vessel at the time was at anchor, two miles west of the station, riding
out a gale, during the prevalence of which her yawl broke adrift. One
of her crew jumped overboard to secure the boat but was drowned be-
fore reaching it. At the coroner’s request the life-savers buried the re-
mains,

August 16.—Shortly before 2 o’clock in the morning the lookout at
the Pent Water Station, (Eleventh District,) L.ake Michigan, discov-
ered what appeared to him to be a small skiff drifting past the station.
He called to the watchman on the pier, who launched a row-boat and
set out to overhaul the object. It proved to be two skiffs chained to-
gether belonging to a resident of Pent Water, to whom they were re-
stored.

Awugust 17,—~While a fisherman was attempting to land near the Mon-
mouth Beach Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, his boat
capsized and in so doing the gunwale struck and broke one of his legs.
He was taken into the station, where the keeper gave him remedies from
the medicine chest to allay the pain and otherwise afforded him every
possible comfort until the physician who had been summoned arrived
and took charge of the case.

Awugust 17.—The crew of the Grande Pointe au Sable Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan, removed the deck-load from a small scow,
which had filled and sunk at her anchorage during the preceding night
half & mile north of their station, pumped her out, towed her into good
water and replaced the deck-load. The craft was laden with cedar
posts and ties and was bound to Ludington, Michigan. The captain,
his wife and one man were on board at the time of the accident, but
escaped without injury.

August 18.—During a northerly gale on August 13th, the small sloop-
yacht Gem, of Rochester, New York, was driven from her anchorage, at
the mouth of the Genessee River, onto the flats a short distance south-
west of the Charlotte Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario. On the
18th the life-savers assisted to float her. A chain was passed around
her, she was hoisted clear of the bottom, and towed to a safe berth.

August 19.—The cat-boat Flying Dutchman, of Chicago, Illinois, after
capsizing some six miles north of the Chicago Station, (Eleventh Dis.
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trict,) Lake Michigan, was towed in by a passing tug and dropped near
the station. The life-saving crew took charge of her and subsequently
returned her to the owner. Three young men who were sailing her at
the time of the accident were rescued by the tug.

August 21.—At half-past 9 o’clock at night the wateh of the Cleve-
land Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, discovered that the small
sloop-yacht Mary, which had ‘)een at anchor in the outer harbor, had
broken from her moorings and was rapidly drifting towards the shore.
There was a high north wind with a heavy sea. The surfinen went to
her assistance without delay, but before anything could be done she
stranded. The life-saving crew got a hawser to her and by means of a
tackle, hauled her safely out on the beach. She sustained no damage.

August 21.—During a fresh wind a small sail-boat used for fishing pur-
poses, while moored to a clump of piles a short distance west of the Mus-
kallonge Lake Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, broke loose and
was driven against the breakwater. The boat would soon have gone
to pieces had the day-watch not promptly discovered it. Thelife-saving
crew rowed quickly to the scene, and by throwing a grapple on board
succeeded in making a line fast so that they were enabled to tow the boat
to a safe place. They then bailed it out and hauled it up on the beach.

August 21.—A small boat left on the shore by a man who went about
the beach in the vicinity of the Grand Haven Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, picking up logs, was swamped by a heavy sea.
The surf was making rapidly and the boat would soon have gone to
pieces but for the life-saving crew, who, after freeing it of water, hauled
it up to a safe place.

August 22-26.—A very heavy southeasterly gale prevailed on the 22d
along the Rhode Island coast, and during its height, at about half-past
2 in the morning, the three-masted schooner Earl P. Mason, of Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, bound to Boston, Massachusetts, from Newport
News, Virginia, with a cargo of coal and a crew of seven men, went
ashore a mile and a half north of the Point Judith Station, (Third
District.) The tides being very high she came up to within a third of
a mile of the beach. A tremendous sea was rushing in, which at once
broke furiously over her and caused the crew to take to their yawl for
safety. This being the inactive season the regular life-saving crew were
off duty. At half-past 4 o’clock the keeper discovered the craft and also,
some distance off shore, tite boat containing the sailors. Thinking the
latter would probably make an attempt to land through the breakers, a
course which, if undertaken, would lead to fatal results, the keeper sum-
moned a young man wholived close by, and the two launched a large seine-
boat. By almost superhuman efforts and at imminent peril to them-
selves, they succeeded in working their way against the wind and sea,
and in a wet and well-nigh exhausted condition, reached the schooner’s
yawl soon after sunrise. It was a heroic and fearless act. The keeper,
while there were lives in danger, was unwilling to waste time in calling
together a sufficient number to man the life-boat, and accordingly he
and his companion set out unassisted to rescue the vessel’s crew in the
face of an almost hopeless task. The tide was rising rapidly, which
caused the sea to momentarily increase. There being no chance what-
ever to land at this time, the keeper deemed it best to anchor the boats
and wait until the fall of the tide, when, as the wind had shifted off the
land, the sea would likely run down and less difficulty would be experi-
enced in gaining theshore. Meanwhile, however, the light-house keeper,
taking in the situation, drove to Narragansett Pier and engaged a large
cat-boat to go to the rescae. Shortly before 8 o’clock it arrived on the
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scene and towed the boats to Newport. Astheschooner’s crew had had
nothing to eat since the previous day, the keeper took them to a restau-
rant and gave them breakfast. The captain made a contract with a
wrecking company to float the vessel, and then returned to the station
with the keeper and remained over night. During the next four days
23d, 24th, 25th, and 26th) the keeper, assisted by the keeper of the
renton’s Point Station, who was visiting friends at Point Judith, lent
valuable aid to the wreckers in stripping the schooner of sails, ete., and
by conveying through the breakers in the surf boat, the workmen to and
from the vessel. The keepers also helped to run anchors and rig the
steam pumps and other wrecking gear. In the forenoon of the 26th the
schooner was successfully floated and taken to Newport. She sustained
more or less damage, besides the loss of a third of her cargo.

August 22.—About 8 o’clock in the evening of the 21st, during heavy
weather, the fishing sloop Favorite, of New London, Conuecticut, was
dismasted and sprung a leak several miles off Montauk Point, Long
Island. Her crew, consisting of three men, were obliged to abandon
her in their small boat, and were picked up by the revenue cutter Grant
in the afternoon of the 22d. The sloop was driven ashore a quarter a,
mile east of the Ditch Plain Station, (Third District,) New York. The
keeper was the only member of the life-saving crew on duty at this
season, and having fears for the safety of those hesupposed were on board
the vessel, (not knowing that they had been rescued,) he mustered several
surfmen and caused a strict watch to be kept along the beach. He also
had all the articles of value belonging to the sloop, including the fur-
niture, rigging, anchors, etc., taken ashore and stored in a safe place.
These were subsequently delivered to the owner. The craft soon broke
up and became a total loss.

August 22.—At 2 o’clock in the morning the keeper of the Cape May
Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, was called apon to as-
gist a sloop which had just been blown ashore in an exposed position
near the steamboat landing, a mile and a half northwest of his station.
The regular life-saving crew had not yet gone on daty for the active
season, and the keeper hastily made up a volunteer crew and went to
the sloop, which was the Harry, of Lewes, Delaware, manned by two
men. All worked until daylight discharging her ballast. They then
ran out an anchor, hove the craft afloat, warped her out clear of the
beach, and left her to ride out the northwest gale, which still prevailed.
The next day (23d,) she proceeded to Delaware Break water.

August 22.—In the morning the keeper of the Oswego Station, (Ninth
District,) Lake Ontario, was notified that the body of a man was seen
floating in the lake outside of the west breakwater. The life-saving crew
immediately manned the surf-boat, proceeded to the place indicated, and
recovered the body, which they delivered to the proper authorities.

August 22.—During a strong north wind and heavy sea the sloop-yacht
Lady Ida, which had been at anchor in the outer harbor of Cleveland,
Ohio, broke adrift and narrowly escaped being dashed to pieces on the
rocks. The accident, which was caused by the bolt of the cable shackle
working out, occurred at half-past 6 in the morning. The crew of the
Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, lost no time in manuing
thedinghy and going to her assistance. They succeeded in getting aline
to her, with which they held her until some of them got on board and
made sail. They then ran her about a mile up the bay and anchored her
in a secure berth.

August 22.—At 11 o’clock in the forenoon a telegram was received at
the Oleveland Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, containing the in-
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formation that the schooner Emma C. Hutchinson, of Cleveland, was in
distress near Avon Point, Ohio, some eighteen miles to the westward.
The wind was blowing strong from the north, with a heavy sea running.
The surfmen launched the life-boat and in tow of the local tng John
Gregory, which had been secured, proceeded with all dispatch to the
scene. Arriving there at about 1 o’clock they found the vessel very
near the beach and in a disabled condition, having lost her mizzen-
mast, fore and main top-masts and her yawl-boat, besides being badly
crippled in other respects. The life-saving crew managed to ran aline
from her to the tug, as the latter could not get very near the schooner on
account of the shoal watersurrounding her. Wheun the line was ready
the surfmeun boarded the schooner and assisted to heave up her anchor.
She was taken to Cleveland for repairs. The previous night she had
left that port in tow of the steamer Rube Richards, bound for Toledo,
Ohio. Encountering heavy weather she had broken adrift from her
consort and wasdriven 8o near the shore that the steamer, being unable
to pick her up, was obliged to abandon her. She was unladen and had
a crew of ten men all told.

. August 22,—At 3 o’clock in the morning a schooner anchored in the
harbor of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, which listed so much as to alarm the
lookout of the Sheboygan Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan,
and he went on board to make inquiries. He found the vessel had
shifted her deck-load of lumber, was leaking badly, and had four feet of
water in her hold. The captain needed assistaunce, as his own crew had
been pumping most of the night and were almost worn out. The life-
savers were immediately summoned and went to the disabled schooner
in a small boat. She was then pumped out, and enough of her cargo
discharged to bring her on an even keel. The crew returned to the sta-
tion at 7 o’clock. The vessel was the Evening Star, of and for Sheboy-
gan, Wisconsin, from Traverse Bay, Michigan, and carried acrew of
seven men, all told.

August 23.—In the afternoon of the 21st a tug, the Sweepstakes, of
Detroit, Michigan, was compelled on account of a northerly gale and
heavy sea to cast loose and anchor a raft of logs that she had in tow.
It was not long before the chain parted and the raft, composed of pine
logs, long and short timber, was driven ashore about a mile and a quar-
ter east of the Grindstone City Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron.
The following day the captain of the tug and the man in charge of the
raft called at the station and requested the life-saving crew to try and
grapple the anchor and chain and buoy them. The sea was running so
high that tbis could not be done at once, but early the next morning (23d,)
the surfmen made an effort to recover them, but without success.
They then went alongside the tug, which had returned to the scene with
the crew of the Pointe aux Barques Station on board, for the purpose of
getting the raft. The life-saving men proceeded to the latter and un-
derrun and buoyed the tow-line., In the afternoon the keeper of the
Grindstone City Station piloted the tug near where the raft lay, and
the surfmen ran a line to her. At half past 4 o’clock the raft was pulled
aftloat, and after the station crew had transferred the men and their gear
to the tug she proceeded down the lake with the logs in tow.

August 23,—Two young men who had been bathing in the vicinity of
the Grand Haven Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, launched
their boat late in the afternoon and attempted to return to the harbor.
In the effort to get out through the surf, however, they broke an oar
and became helpless. They were compelled to put back to the shore,
where they left their boat and applied to the keeper for pssistance, The
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latter accordingly sent out two of his crew, who shortly brought the
boat inte the harbor and landed it at the station.

August 24, 25.—The crew of the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) Lake Huron, being notified early in the morning of the 24th that
the barge Eliza, of Saginaw, Michigan, lying at the breakwater, was
leaking, went off to her and kept the pumps going for three hours, when
the captain thought he counld keep her clear without further aid. At 8
o’clock, however, the life-saving crew were again called upon and re-
mained all night on the vessel, working the pumps at intervals. The
barge belonged to a tow, and was bound home from Buffalo, New York,
with a cargo of coal and a crew of six men.

August 24.—About half-past 4 o’clock in the afternoon, during thick
weather, the lookout at the Cape Arago Station, (Twelfth District,)
coast of Oregon, hearing a steamer’s whistle close inshore, took the
station gun to the end of the Cape and fired two shots as a warning.
The vessel immediately hauled off and steamed seaward.

August 25.—At about daylight the watch of the Pointe aux Barques
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, reported a vessel about three and
and a half miles southeast of the station, apparently stranded. The
keeper called out the crew, who quickly manned the surf-boat and pro-
ceeded to the scene. The vessel, which meantime had hoisted a flag of
distress, was found to be the schooner J. 8. Austin, of Cleveland, Ohio,
londed with lumber and having a crew of six men. She was one of a
tow that had approached too near the shore the previous night. The
wind being off the land, with little or no sea, no signals had been made
until morning. The station crew assisted to fill up a barge with lum-
ber from the Austin, after which some fifteen thousand feet was jetti-
soned. The stranded vessel was then worked off by means of the sails,
the surfmen picking up her tow-line with their boat. The captain was
very thankful for this service, as the wind a few hours afterwards
shifted to the north, followed by a heavy sea, and had the schooner not
been released she would in all probability have become a total wreck.
WHile work was progressing on the schooner a man by the name of
William Wilsey, a resident in thelocality, who had arrived on the scene
in a small skiff, attempted to make a raft of the jettisoned lumber, and
was blown off shore some four miles. The life-saving crew, seeing his
predicament, pulled off to him in the suri-boat, taking along his skiff,
which he had left behind. It appears that the man, who was very old
and feeble, had made arrangements for the barge to return and pick him
up after she discharged her cargo at Sand Beach. This plan could
not have been carried out, for the wind changed, as has been noted,
making it impossible for the barge to have got back. Had the surf-
men not brought him ashore he would doubtless have been lost. The
Awustin was bound from Cheboygan, Michigan, to Cleveland. The fol-
lowing card, relative to the aid rendered by the Pointe aux Barques
crew, subsequently appeared in the Detroit Free Press:

“To the Editor :

¢ see by an article in the marine news of your paper of 27th instant
that the propeller Messenger is given the credit of lightering and pulling
the barge J. 8. Austin off the reef at Pointe aux Barques on the 26th
instant, and wish to correct said statement. With the help of the scow
Lucinda Lozen and the life-saving crew at Pointe aux Barques, I lightered
up the Austin so that by throwing overboard about fifteen thousand
feet T got her off and afloat and was well on my way to Sand Beach under
sail when I met the Messenger and she took my line and towed the
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vessel into harbor; and that is as near as she came to lightering and
pulling the Awustin off. I would return my sincere thanks to the life-
saving crew at the Pointe for prompt assistance in helping to relieve my
vessel ; glso the crew at Sand Beach Harbor in getting lumber back on
board again.
“J, W. HAZEN,
“ Master of the J. 8. Austin.
“ DETROIT RIVER, August 29.»

August 25.—The crew of the Two Heart River Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) Lake Superior, were busy the whole day assisting to work a large
raft of logs from the mouth of the river out into the lake. The service
rendered was timely and valuable, for during the following night a
heavy storm came up and the raft would propably have been stranded
and broken had it not been moved out of the river.

August 26.—At Chicago, Illinois, during the afternoong a young man,
while bathing in Lake Michigar, was seized with cramps and being at
a little distance from his companions sunk without their notice. His
friends soun missed him, however, and by diving shortly found him
and took him as quickly as possible to the shore. By this time two
of the surfmen of the Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) who had
been placed on watch in the vicinity in anticipation of accidents,
arrived at the place and took charge of the apparently lifeless body.
The method of resuscitation approved and practiced in the Service was
_actively applied, and after about twenty minutes’ work the efforts of
the surfmen were crowned with success, and the young man was fullv
restored.

Aunqgust 27.—About 3 o’clock in the afternoon the keeper of the Cold
Spring Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, saw a sloop run
aground on the north bar of the inlet about a mile and a half to the
eastward of his station. The station had not at this time been opened
for the active season, but the keeper happening to be at the inlet when
the accident occurred, at once made preparations to go to the assist-
ance of the craft. Taking a cat-Loat, which was fortunately near, and
accompanied by one man, e went alongside. The sloop was the Wil.
liam B. Foster, of Onancock, Virginia, with a party of eight men on a
pleasure trip. Six of these were transferred to the cat-boat and safely
landed. The captain, who with one man remained on board, needed no
farther assistance, and at 9 o’clock at night the vessel being floated by
the rising tide made the harbor in safety.

August 28, 31.—Early in the morning of the 28th the keeper of the
Gurnet Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, assisted
to float a cat-boat, whicli, while gettmg under way, bad gone upon the
rocks, about one hundred and fifty yards to the southwest of the station.
There was only one man with the boat and as he got overboard during
the work and was thoroughly wet and chilled, the keeper took him to
the station and loaned him clothing from the supply kept there through
the efforts of the Women’s National Relief Association. The keeper sub-
sequently became convinced that the craft had been stolen and on the
31st went to Plymouth and conferred on the subject with the police
authorities. Investigation proved that the boat, which was the Phil
Sheridan, of Marblehead, had been stolen from that place, and the man
was arrested. On the following day, (September 1st,) the keeper
turned the boat over to the proper officers.

August 28.— As the patrol of the Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,)
Lake Krie, was returning over his beat between 3 and 4 o’clock in
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the morning, he discovered the sloop-yacht Eole, of Cleveland, adrift
in the outer harbor and in danger of going on the rocks. There was a
fresh wind from the northeast-and foggy weather. The patrol hastened
to the station and alarmed the crew. The dinghy was speedily manned,
and the surfmen, taking with them an anchor and a cable, put off to the
yacht’s assistance. She was found pounding against the rocks and in
danger of doing herself serious injury. The life saving crew ran out the
anchor ahead, then carried the cable on board, and succeeded in heaving
her clear before any material damage wasdone. They afterwards towed
her to a safe berth in the river.

August 29.—Shortly before 4 o’clock in the afternoon word was re-
ceived at the Buffalo Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, that a skiff
containing two men had capsized near the stone breakwater, and that
one of the occupants had been drowned. The life-saving crew hastened
to the spot and dragged for the body, but tailed to recover it until fully
two hours after the accident. The remains were taken to the station,
whence they were removed to the morgue by directions of the coroner.

August 30.—The midnight watch at the South Haven Station, (Elev-
enth District,) Lake Michigan, recovered a small boat that had gone
adrift in the river. It was safely cared for until the owner called for it
some days later.
~ August 31.—Shortly before midnight the wind began blowing strong
from the norih in the vicinity of the Evanston Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan. Soon afterward the lookout discovered a signal
for assistance—a red lantern—set in the rigging of a schooner lying at

‘s the south pier. The crew were called and immediately went over to the
* vessel. They found her on the weather side of the pier, with a heavy
surf rolling in upon her and the captain anxious to get her away. They
asgisted to warp the vessel to the end of the pier, where sail was made
and she stood off shore clear of danger. The next day she came in and
finished discharging her cargo of coal. She was the George O. Finney,
of Buffalo, New York, from Oswego, in the same State, with a crew of
seven men.

September 1.—The captain of the lumber-laden schooner-barge David
Ferguson, of and from Bay City, Michigan, which was lying at the
breakwater, called at the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake
Huron. at 8 o’clock in the morning and reported his vessel leaking badly.
The life-saving crew at once put off in the life boat to her assistance.
They manned the pumps and kept them going until nightfall. The cap-
tain of the barge went ashore at about noon and hired extra men to
proceed with him on his voyage. When the surfmen left the vessel she
was almost free of water, having none forward and only twenty inches
aft. She had a regular crew of eight men and left the harbor that night
bound for Cleveland, Ohio.

September 1.—At 10 o'clock at night the steamer F. and P. M. No. 2,
of Port Huron, Michigan, from Manistee, in the same State, on her way
to Chicago, Illinois, with forty passengers, a crew of twenty-five and a
cargo of salt, while attempting to enter the harbor at Lulington, Mich-
“igan, to land passengers, got aground about five hundred yards north-
west of the Ludington Station, (Eleventh District.) The station crew
went to her and ran lines and hawsers to a steamer and tug-boat which
were endeavoring to get her afloat. They also took ashore in their surf-
boat twenty-two persons who wanted to land, enabling the steamer as
soon as released, which was shortly before midnight, to proceed to her
destination.
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September 1.—A surfman at the Sheboygan Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, recovered a small skiff that was adrift in the
river and took it to the station, where it was kept safely until the owner
called for it.

September 1.—In the forenoon the crew of the Cape Disappointment
Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of Washington Territory, manned the
surf-boat and picked up a small skift that was seen adrift about a quar-
ter of a mile northeast of the station. In the afternoon it was delivered
to the owner, who proved to be the captain of the steamer Jokn West, of
Astoria, Oregon. The skift had been lost the night before during a fog.

September 2.—The British schooner Clara, of Saint John, New Bruns-
wick, from Moncton, in the same Province, laden with lumber and
bound to Boston, Massachusetts, after making Seal Harbor, ¢oast of
Maine, ran upon a ledge some two hundred yards off Rackliff’s Island.
The accident, which was observed by the watch at the White Head Sta-
tion, (First District,) occurred at twenty minutes past 1 o’clock in the
day. The station crew manned the surf-boat, pulled -to the schooner,
which lay about a mile to the northward, and found her uninjured and
resting easily on the rocks. As it was near low water there was noth-
ing to do but wait for the ensuing flood ti:le, which floated her a couple
of hours later. The station men then assisted her crew of five to make
sail and work her to a snug berth in the harbor.

September 2.—Shortly after sunset during a dense fog the attention
of the crew of the Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long
Island, New York, was attracted Ly some ove off shore hailing them.
The keeper and two of the surfmen put off in a skiff and after rowingy
about a hundred yards came alongside the sloop-yacht Hermine, of New
York, with two gentlemen on board. The latter did not know the way
into Shecpshead Bay, and, besides, there being little or no wind they
were unable to continue their course. To spare them the discomfort of
remaining at anchor all night the life-saving crew towed the sloop to a
secure berth in the bay and then conveyed the two men to the station
where they were afforded shelter until the following morning.

September 2—The crew of the Monmouth Beach Station, (IFourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, shortly before 11 o'clock in the day,
pulled to a sloop-yacht in trouble about a mile to the eastward of the
station. While she lay at anchor on the fishing banks a passing
schooner had carelessly sailed too near and the main-boom of the lat-
ter vessel had struck the sloop’s mast. The little craft filled with water
and narrowly escaped capsizing. There were seven men on board, and
they at once began to bail vigorously, but were unable to free her.
They therefore cut the cable and let the sloop drift before the wind and
sea. The life-saving crew upon reaching her assisted to make sail. They
then stood by in their surf-boat while the sloop worked in under the lee
of the land, where everything could be made ship-shape.

September 2,—A horse which while in the care of a boy got over-
board uear the north pier at Chicago, Illinois, was drowned about 9
o’clock in the morning, the wagon to which it was attached preventing
the animal from swimming. A telephone message at once summoned
the crew of the Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan,
to the scene of the accident. The life-saving crew recovered the wagon
and bharness, which had sunk in fifteen feet of water.

September 2.—Between 8 and 9 o’clock in the forenoon the alarm was
given by the lookout of the Cape Disappointment Station, (Twelfth
Distriet,) Washington Territory, that a scow had broken adrift from a
steamer near the bar, and had been abandoned. The life-saving crew
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put off in the surf-boat, and after a row of three-quarters of an hour
reached the scow which had drifted well in toward Peacock Spit. Her
line was found to have been cut. She was taken in tow and the surfmen
had a hard pull of an hour and a half, part of the timne against an ebb
tide, before they got back to the station. Later in the day the steamer’s
captain called and stated that the heavy swell near the bar made it dan-
gerous for him to hold on to the tow, and to avoid disaster he had cast
the scow adrift. -‘He warmly thanked the station men for recovering the
craft, which he thought would otherwise have been lost., She was the
Four Sisters, of Chinook, Washington Territory, and had no cargo.

September 3.—Between 12 and 1 o’clock in the afternoon the keeper
of the Narragansett Pier Station, (Third District,) coast of Rhode
Island, discovered a cat-rigged yacht on the rocks about three hundred
yards south of the station. The life-saving crew were at once called
out and went to her assistance. Finding that she was provided with
no suitable means for working her off, a line and necessary. tackle were
speedily obtained from the station, and in a short time the surfmen
succeeded in getting her afloat undamaged. There was considerable
sea on, and had it not been for the prompt aid rendered, the yacht would
undoubtedly have soon pounded to pieces. The two men belonging to
her were put on board by the station men with the boat which had
been used in running the lines. She was the Elaine, of Newport.

September 3.—During an unusually low tide, at about 11 o’clock in
the forenoon, the yacht Twin Brothers, of Patchogue, New York, with
a crew of two men and a pleasure party of seven on board, grounded
on a shoal about a third of a mile north of the Blue Point Station,
(Third District,) coast of Long 1sland. The keeper quickly manned a
skiff aud put off to her assistance. As there was no prospect of mov-
ing her until a more favorable tide, he loaned his boat to the captain
and assisted the latter to disembark the party, who were conveyed to
their homes. The keeper then returned to the yacht and aided the
man who had been left in charge of her to ran anchors and shift the
ballast, and at high water she was floated off without having sustained
any damage.

September 3 —Shortly before 9 o’clock in the morning as the keeper
of the Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, was
going out of Sheepshead Bay Inlet in his skift, he saw the sloop-yacht
Daisy, of New York, aground on a shoal near E)y, with a fishing party
on board. He pulled alongside and carried an anchor out and in vari-
ous ways assisted in trying to Hoat the craft, but it soon became evi-
dent that she could not be moved until the next favorable tide. There.
upon the keeper conveyed the four gentlemen composing the party, who
were desirous of landing, to the beach where they were enabled to reach
the hotelsin the vicinity. At high water, late in the afternoon, the sloop
came off uninjured and the two men in charge sailed her up the bay.

September 3.—On this date a large bell that had been used during
foggy weather to guide vessels into the harbor at Sheboygan, Wiscon-
sin, and which a heavy sea had washed oft the pier into the lake, was
recovered by the crew of the Sheboygan Station, (Eleventh District.)

September 4.—During the forenoon the sloop Young Folks, of Forked
River, New Jersey, while sailing in Barnegat Bay with a fresh north-
east wind, carried away her mast, badly damaging the deck. The ac-
cident, which occurred some two miles southwest of the Forked River
Station, (Fourth District,) was not observed by the surfmen at that
place on account of the thick weather which prevailed at the time, but
at noon the captain applied at the station for assistance. The life-
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saving crew, equipped with such carpenter’s tools as they thought
needful, went to the sloop and after about three hours’ work made
_ such repairs as enabled her to go on her way. She had a crew of four
meun. .

September 4.—At 2 o'clock in the morning the south patrol of the
Sturgeon Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, found a yawl on
the beach about two miles from the station. He secured it as best he
could and reported the fact to the keeper. Thelife-saving crew manned
the surf-boat and brought the yawl to the station. It was supposed to
belong to a rafting company that was doing business in the vicinity
and the keeper accordingly notified the superintendent, who several
days afterwards sent a tug for it and took it away.

September 5.—Five persons were sheltered over night at the Hither
Plain Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, and
cared for until noon of the 6th., The party, which included two ladies
and a child, had been assisted by the crew to safely land in their sail-
boat through the surf the evening of the 5th. The weather was threat-
ening, which obliged them to seek quarters at the station.

. September 5.— At about a quarter-past 1 o'clock in the morning, the
lookout of the Buffalo Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, reported a
vessel on what is known as the Horseshoe Reef, a mile and a half north-
west of the station. The crew were immediately summoned and man-
ning the surf-boat proceeded to the spot. They found that the tug
Michael Davitt, of Buffalo, had missed the channel and grounded. There
were three men on board. The surfmen ran a hawser from her to an-
other tug, which had arrived on the scene, and in a short time the
stranded craft was pulled afloat.

September 6. —At b o’clock in the afternoon the lookout of the Tiana
Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, saw a cat-
boat capsize during a sudden squall of wind, about half a mile north
of the station. Two of the three occupauts were ladies, who were taken
into a skiff which happened to be near by, before the station men could
reach the scene. The latter, however, were in time to rescue the cap-
tain, whom they found in aperilous position cliuging to the overturned
boat. The surfmen then righted the craft, bailed it out and hoisted
the sail, so that the man could safely reach his home.

September 6.—A sixteen-foot boat, in good condition, washed ashore
near the Long Branch Station, (Foarth District,) coast of New Jersey,
aud was found by one of the patrolmen. A few days later it was re-
stored to the owner, the captain of a sloop, who was in search of it.

September 6-10.—About midnight of the 5th, during a stormy north-
easter, the coal-laden schooner Lewis Clark, of Bangor, Maine, from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, bound to Boston, Massachusetts, mistook
the lights and ran upon the point of Cape Henlopen, fetching up some
fifty yards from shore. There were on board nine persons, inclading the
captain, his wife, child and sister, and a crew of five men. An hour
later the patrolmen from the Lewes and Cape Henlopen Stations, (Fifth
District,) coast of Delaware, approaching the cape on their regular
rounds—the accident occurred about midway between the two stations—
discovered the vessel and hastened to summon their comrades. Upon
receiving the alarm both life-saving crews set out without delay,
Keeper Clampitt and men of the Lewes Station taking their beach-
apparatus and Keeper Salmons and crew their surf-boat. The former
bad a horse to hanl the apparatus cart; the others, as the head wind
and sea prevented rowing the boat to the place, were obliged to drag
it up the beach. The flood tide was making, there was a heavy sea
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ranning and the beach, which was wet and soft, was thickly strewed
with wreckage and heavy timbers, rendering the progress of the life-
savers very slow and difficult. When half way to the cape, Keeper
Sulmons found it necessary to procure a horse to help his crew with
the boat, and both crews arrived shortly after 3 o’clock. One of the
keepers hailed the vessel and in reply was informed by those on board
that the schooner was leaking very badly and they wanted to abandon
her. The heaving confusion of wreckage rendered it impossible to
cross the surf with the boat. The Lyle gun was accordingly prepared
and the shot-line thrown across the vessel at the first fire. After three
of the crew had landed, the captain having sent word that he was
afraid to send the ladies and the child in the breeches-buoy through the
rough surf, Keeper Clampitt went back to his gtation with the team for
the life-car, leaving the work at the wreck in the hands of Keeper Sal.
mons. The vessel meanwhile was slowly driving along the beach, so that
the sand-anchor had to be shifted and the hawser set up again, and
before the car could be got to the place the vessel was full of water, the
waves were dashing over her, and she had begun to go to pieces. The
others on board were therefore taken ashore in the breeches-buoy with-
out further delay, and a messenger was sent towards the Lewes Sta-
tion to request the keeper to bring a wagon instead of the life-car, as
the distance to the station—something over two miles—was too great
for the ladies to walk. The wagon soon arrived and the captain’s fam-
ily were conveyed to the house, the members of the crew proceeding on
foot. All were made comfortable with dry clothing from the supply
furnished by the Woman’s National Relief Association, and kindly
cared for until they were enabled to proceed to their homes. During
the forenoon Keeper Salmons and crew endeavored to board the vessel
for the purpose of securing the personal effects of the shipwrecked
people, but the surf was still so high that the boat filled at every
attempt, and all efforts' proved unavailing. On the day following, the
the vessel fast breaking up, a portion of the baggage belonging to the
ladiey washed ashore and was picked up by the surfmen. The vessel
and cargo, however, became a total loss. Three of the party left the
station on the 9th, the others on the morning of the 10th.

September 6.—Shortly after noon a fire in a pjle of planks and shavings
in a lumber yard about tifty yards from the Chicago Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan, was discovered Dy the lookout. The crew
hastened to the spot with the station force-pump and by dint of hard
work succeeded in extinguishing the flames before serious damage had
been done. ’

September 7-11.—About 5 o’clock in the morning of the 7th, the two
patrolinen from the Paramore’s Beach Station, (Fifth District,) coast
of Virginia, reported to the keeper that a schooner had just stranded
two miles to the southward. A fresh easterly gale was blowirg which
made a rough surf. Knowing that it would be impossible to use the
boats, the keeper ordered out the beach-apparatus aud set out with
his surfmen for the wreck. The tide was very high on the beach and
they had to haul the apparatus cart the whole distance through soft
sand and water ankle deep. They arrived, however, at § o'clock
abreast of the schooner, which at this time lay some two hundred and
fifty yards from shore. The Lyle gun was made ready and the shot-
line thrown on board at the first fire. The schooner was headed on
- shore and listed well over, and the strong current swept the line, as the
men were hauling it off, across the head-stays, where chafing caunsed
it to part before the whip could be got on board. The keeper quickly
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hauled the line in, bent it to another projectile, and fired again. At
the same tiine, fearing another failure, he sent one of his men back to
the station to procure a heavier shot-line and some spare projectiles.
The second shot, like the first one, was successful, but before the men
on board had succeeded in securing the whip the shot-line again parted
in the same manner and from the same cause as before. The surfman,
who had made all possible speed on his errand to the station, soon
arrived with the articles for which he had been sent. The cratft had
now heeled completely upon ber beam-euds so that the main cross-trees
were dipping in the water and the crew were forced to cling to the
upper rail, while every breaker washed over them, threatening to dash
them from their places. While in this position two of the men were
considerably bruised by floating wreckage. The Lyle gun being again
in readiness a third shotline was thrown on board, and by leading it
under the head-gear, so as to avoid the chafing which had proved so
disastrous upon previous trials, full communication was shortly estab-
lished. The vessel was rolling so much and working so rapidly iu shore
that the hawser was constautly slacking, but by frequently setting it
taut the life-savers managed to work the apparatus, and the entire crew
of seven men were brought safely to the shore in as many trips of the
breeches-buoy. The vessel was the British schooner Esk, of Lunenburg,
Nova Scotia, with a cargo of fustic from Maracaybo, Venezuela, bound
to Providence, Rhode Island. The shipwrecked men were conducted
to the station, arriving shortly before noon. A hot breakfast was at
once served to them, and dry clothing, drawn in part from the gift of
the Woman’s National Relief Association and in part the contribution
of the surfimen, was provided for their comfort. On the following day
(8th,) the keeper took the captain to the main-land on business connected
with the wreck that by this time was breaking up, and which ultimately
became a total loss. A wrecking company saved about two-thirds of
the cargo. On the 11th the captain and his crew left the station for
their homes. The captain acknowledged the good work of the station
crew by cards of thanks in various newspapers, and also wrote to the
General Superintendent of the Service the following grateful letter:

“ PARAMORE’S BEACH, VIRGINIA, September 11, 1888.

“ DEAR SIR: I wish to give expression to the gratitude I feel for the
poble services rendered to e and my crew by Capt. N. B. Rich and
his crew of the life-saving station at this place. My vessel, the British
schooner Esk, of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, bound froin Maracaybo to
Providence, Rhode Island, came ashore about two miles south of this
station at b o’clock in the morning of the 7th instant during a heavy
easterly gale. We had not been ashore over thirty minutes before Cap-
tain Rich and his crew with their mortar-cart were at the scene. A
line was soon thrown to us, the breeches-buoy rigged, and myself and
crew of six men safely landed, taken to the station, furnished with dry
clothing, and kindly cared for until this date, the vessel having broken
np and become a total loss.

“] remain, very truly,
“ Wu. I'. WATT,
¢ Master, Schooner Esk.

¢“Hon. S. I. KIMBALL,

¢ @eneral Superintendent Iife-Saving Service,
“ Washington, D. C.”
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September 7.—At 9 o'clock at night the schoouer Libbie Carter, of
Grand Haven, Michigan, got under way at South Haven, in the same
State, and attempted to leave the barbor. The wind failed her, how-
ever, and she drifted on the shoal about two hundred feet west-south-
west of the South Haven Station, (Eleventh District.) The keeper with
three members of his crew quickly ran out her lines to the pier and
asgisted to float her and warp her out clear. The craft was bound to
Racine, Wisconsin, with a crew of four men and a cargo of lumber.

September 7.—At midnight of the 6th the lookout of the Racine Sta-
tion, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, reported that a sloop had
missed the entrance to the harbor and was in the breakers south of
the piers. As the night was very dark little could be xeen from the sta-
tion, and the keeper crossed over to the south pier in a skiff to.make
out the situation. He discovered that the sloop had ¢ropped anchor
close in shore and was pitching heavily in the surf. He quickly re:
turned and summoned a tug, which took in tow the life-boat pro-
vided with the necessary lines. It was blowing fresh from the southeast
with a-high sea running, but after three-quarters of an hour of hard
work the surfmen got their boat, which had been dropped down from
windward by the tug, within reach of the sloop, and threw a line on
board. The keeper then directed her cable to be slipped. When she was
free the serfmen shortened up their tow-line and signaled to the tug
to go ahead. At the harbor entrance the sloop’s tow-line parted and
the station men were obliged to go back and make fast another line.
The vessel was then taken into the harbor without further mishap.
She proved to be the Lapwing, of and from Howland, Michigan, with a
cargo of fruit and having only one man on board. He heartily thanked
the life-saving crew for their aid and attributed his safety and that of his
vessel to their energetic action. His sloop was in great danger and
would soon have been wrecked against the piles which protect the
shore south of the harbor. In the afternoon the surfinen recovered the
vessel’s anchor and returned it to the owner.

September 8,9.—In the forenoon of the 8th the barge Genesee Chief, of
Port Huron, Michigan, was towed into Tawas Bay leaking badly. At’
the time the keeper of the Ottawa Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake
Huron, wascrossing the bayin the supply-boat, butlearning the condition
of the vessel he returned at once to the station and ordcred out the life-
boat. The wind being fair, in half an hour the surfmen were alongside.
The captain stated that the barge had been run into by a steamer the
previous night and that he wanted to keep her from sinking until he
conld obtain the assistance of a tug to pump her out and take hertoa
dry-dock at Bay City. The station men at once turned to and kept the
pumps going without intermission for thirty-one hours. At 5 o’clock in
the afternoon of the 9th, word was received that owing to a break in the
telegraph wires, the dispatch which had been sent for a tug could not
reach its destination. The captain concluded,therefore, to ground the
barge in a slip and leave her there until aid arrived. The surfmen
joined in the work and mmade the craft fast. Had it not been for their
timely assistance she would no doubt have sunk. She was without
cargo, bound to Aun Sable, Michigan, from Cleveland, Ohio, with a crew
of seven men. The following letter, in regard to the services rendered
by the life-saving crew, was received by the superintendent of the dis-
trict:

¢ LAKE HURON, October 25, 18S8.

¢« My DEAR SIR: Onthe morning of September 8th I went into Tawas

in a sinking condition and the kind treatment I received from Captain
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Cleary and his noble crew I can never forget. I hope all the crews un-
der your command are equally as willing to assist a vessel that is in
trouble. I wish to say that I think Captain Cleary is a man of good
judgment aud is well worthy of the position he now holds, and that I
-am very thankful for the service rendered me.
“Yours, very respectfully,
' ¢ A, II. SHAFER,
¢ Master of Barge Genesee Chief.
¢Captain J. G. K1an.”

September 8.—About 2 o’clock in the morning the schooner William
H. Chapman, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in attempting to enter the bar-
bor at Muskegon, Michigan, while the wind was light and baffling, ran
to leeward of the south pier, and to avoid stranding was compelled to
anchor. The crew of the Muskegon Station, (Eleventh District,) quickly
pepaired to the place and ran a line to a tug which soon arrived, where-
upon the vessel was towed into port.

September 9.—At 4 o'clock in the morning during a dense fog the
patrol from the Race Point Station, (Second District,) coast of Massa-
chusetts, discovered a schooner ashore some two huudred yards north-
east of the station. Buruning a Coston signal to apprise the people on
board that help was at hand, he hastened to report to the keeper. The
life-saving crew then went to the schooucr in the surf-boat, finding her
hard and fast aground on the inner bar. The tide was falling rapidly
and it was evident that she could not be got off the bar until the follow-
ing flood tide. She was the Ethel Swift, of Provincetown, with a crew
of twenty-seven men, homeward bound from a fishing trip tothe Grand
Banks. The station crew, using two of her dories, ran out and backed
an anchor, then returned to their station to await the tide. Soon after
low water they again went to the schooner and assisted her crew on
the windlass, and shortly before noon they had ber afloat, enabling her
to proceed to her destination.

Septentber 9-13.—At about 10 o’clock on the night of the 9th, during a
south-easterly rain-storm and foggy weather, the north patrolman of the
Point Judith Station, (Third District,) coast of Rhode Island,discovered
awvessel on the rocks some three miles north of the station. She was
about a hundred and fifty yards from the shore, but the night being dark -
and thick it was imposgible to make out whether she was asailing craft or
a steamer. He at once fired a Coston light and was then drivenin a car-
riage with all speed to the station by a coachman who happened tobe pres-
ent, and who was an employé of one of the cottagers in the neighborhood.
There being a very heavy sea runniug, the keeper telegraphed to the
Narragansett Pier Station, next adjacent to the northward, for the crew
there to come to the scene of the wreck with the beach-apparatus, while
the Point Judith crew would try to reach the vessel in the surf-boat.
The west patrol, who by this time had returned, was sent on in ad-
vance to mark out by range lights a safe landing place opposite the
stranded craft. At fitteen minutes of 11 the surfmen got away from
the beach in their boat, and after a hard pull of three-quarters of an
hour in the rain and fog reached the vicinity of the vessel. A white
Coston signal was burned which showed her to be a two-masted schooner
hard and fast on a dangerous reef. The station boat was backed care-
fully alongside, and three of the surfmen jumped on board and assisted
to lower and furl the mainsail. It was only by the most dexterous
management that the life-savers succeeded in keeping their boat from
being stove on the rocks which were thick on every hand. After secur-
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ing a number of valuables belonging to the vessel, the crew, consisting of
three men, were conveyed safely ashore. The crew of the Narragansett
Pier Station had arrived with their apparatus and aided in baunling the
surf-boat up on the beach and inlanding the sailors. The latter, who
were thoroughly drenched, were conducted to the station and comntort-
ably lodged over night, first being provided with dry clothing from the
stock placed at the disposal of the Service by the Women’s National
Relief Association. The schooner was the Isaac H. Borden, of and from
New York, bound to Providence, Rhode Island, with a cargo of kero-
sene. The heavy sea and strong flood tide had thrown her out of her
course onto the ledge. The following day (10th,) the surfmen again
boarded her and brought ashore a dog, the yawl, and some small arti-
cles of value. The captain employed wreckers, who saved the cargo,
but were unable to get the vessel off. She afterwards went to pieces.
The sailors were sheltered and fed at the station four days, when the
kceper secured them a free passage to New York.

September 9.—In the evening the crew of the Kitty Hawk Station,
(Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, floated the small sloop Mary
Ann, of Elizabeth City, in the same State, which having been moored
and left with no one on board during the afternoon, had been blown
ashore in a sudden storm. She had brought up on the beach at the
head of Kitty Hawk Bay, about three-foarths of a mile to the west-
ward of the station, aud as the gale did not abate until after sunset,
nothing could be done for the craft until that time. She was found
upon her release to have sustained no damage.

September 9-11.—At twenty minutes of 7 o’clock in the morning of
the 9th, during thick, smoky weather the attention of the lookout of
the Pointe aux Barques Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, was at-
tracted by the blowing of a horn at short intervals off shore. The life-
saving crew were called, and manning the surf-boat rowed out in the
direction of the souuds and came upon the stranded schooner Sunrise,
of and from Chicago, Illinois. She was on a reef about two miles north-
west of the station. The vessel was loaded with a valuable cargo of
grain and was bound to Buffalo, New York, with a crew of eight men
all told. The captain wanted a tug and lighter, and so the surfmen
pulled ashore and telephoned to Port Huron for all necessary aid.
After partaking of dinner they returned to the schooner and conveyed
ashore the captain, who was desirous of telegraphing to his owners.
The surfmen of the Grindstone City Station also reached the scene and
the two crews remained by the vessel awaiting the arrival of the wreck-
ing outtit. Meantime they endeavored by means of the surf-boats to
carry out astern the schooner’s anchor, but the water was too shoal for
favorable operations. At 2 o’clock in the moruning (10th,) the small
steamer Mary Pringle put in an appearance and attempted to pull the
stranded vessel off, but without success. The life-saving crews then
commenced to lighten her by transterring her cargo to the Pringle.
Another effort was shortly made to float her, but this also failed. The
surfmen resumed work removing her cargo and about noon ran out
an anchor. A good strain was got upon it and the steamer managed
by bhard pulling to swing the schooner round, but could not get her
off. Finally the tag W. B. Castle, of Port Huron, arrived on the scene
and the station men ran her hawser to the Sunrise. At 5 o’clock the
tug pulled her clear, apparently undamaged, and proceeded with her
down the lake to Sand Beach harbor. On the 11th the life-saving
crew at that point were called upon to assist in putting the four thou-
sand bushels of grain that had been lightered back on board. This
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crew worked over seven hours before the task was completed, and in
various ways aided the captain of the vessel in transacting his business.

September 9.—During the afternoon a pleasure party from Ilwaco
arrived in a small open boat at Fort Canby, near the Cape Disappoint-
ment Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of Washington Territory. The
party, however, soon set out on their return, having the wind and tide
against them. While in the lookout about an hour after they had
started, the keeper discovered their boat close by the dock, with sail
lowered, and the occupants trying to pull against wind and tide, occa-
sionally gaining a little, but gradually drifting towards a stronger cur-
rent. He plainly saw that the men knew nothing about managing the
boat and that it left to themselves they would soon drift out tosea. He
therefore called to them to make for the dock and when the boat
reached it he put two surfmen aboard the craft with instructions to
sail the party back to their homes. All were safely landed at llwaco,
and in about two hours the surfmen returned to the station.

September 9.—About midnight during a thick fog the mew of a cat
heard seaward led to the discovery of the abandoned schooner Bessie
Everding, of Sau Francisco, stranded in the breakers about one mile
south of the Golden Gate Park Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of Cal-
ifornia. The patrol had previously noticed firewood and railroad ties
drifting on the beach and when his attention was attracted as above
described, he flashed his signal light and saw the dim outlines of the ves-
sel in the breakers some forty vards from shore. The life-saving crew
hurried to the scene with the beach-apparatus, but soon found that there
was no one on board the craft. When the tide fell they managed to get
to her and examine her condition. About one-half the deck-load was
washed overboard. The keeper then drove to the signal station at Point
Lobos and had a telephone message sent to San Francisco. About day-
light the captain and cook of the vessel appeared on the beach, and
from them it was learued that on the previous evening the schooner had
been anchored near the breakers and a little while later began pound-
ing. Soon the seas broke over Ler, and the crew of six men, not know-
ing their position on account of the fog, took to their boat and safely
reached San Francisco, whither the schooner was bound. The station
men assisted to strip the vessel of all sails, rigging, etc., and guarded
her until the owners arrived. She became a total loss, although about
half her cargo, consisting of railroad ties and firewood, was saved.

September 10.—During a dense fog, at balf-past 2 o’clock in the morn-
ing, the schooner Harry L. Whiton, of and for Boston, Massachusetts,
from Hoboken, New Jersey, loaded with coal and having a crew of seven
men, stranded about five hundred yards west of the Eaton’s Neck Sta-
tion, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York. Thelife-saving
men boarded the vessel in the surf-boat and finding her hard and fast,
with the tide falling, assisted to lay out an anchor. On the nextflood
tide they tried to heave her afloat, but without avail, and during the
pight another unsuccessful attempt was made to dislodge her. The
surfmen then conveyed the captain to Port Eaton for additional help
and a lighter. On the 11th, some forty tons of her cargo having been
removed, she was got off without damage, an increasing easterly wind
having caused unusually high water.

September 10.—During the prevalence of a violent storm of wind and
rain in the afternoon of the 9th, a small sloop broke from her moorings
near the Caffey’s Inlet Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North Caro-
lina, and capsized and sank. Oun the following day (10th,) the life-
saving crew succeeded in raising her.

"\
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September 11.—A man who with a number of persons was bathing near
the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, became ex-
hausted and sunk twice. He was rescued by his friends before the life-
saving men could get to him from the station, but by request the station
crew took charge of him. As quickly as possible the water was drained
from his mouth and he was carried to his home near by, where by
the application of heat to his extremities for a couple of hours he was
restored to consciousness and comparative comfort. - A physician who
had been summoned, upon his arrival praised the crew very highly for
their intelligent treatment of the case, and expressed the opinion that
the means they had employed saved the man’s life.

September 11.—In the forenoon the crew of the Little Egg Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, boarded the lumber-laden
schooner Hattie Lollis, of Wilmington, Delaware, which, having been
in collision the preceding night, was considerably damaged and had
put into the inlet for a harbor. She was from Bangor, Maine, and
bound to Atlantic City, New Jersey, with a crew of five men. The life-
saving crew took the captain up the harbor, where he made arrange.
ments for a tug, and then returned with him to the schooner. Further
assistance not being needed, they soon returned to their post.

September 11, 12.—The schooner West Side, of Oswego, New York, on
her way from Buffalo, in the same State, to Chicago, Illinois, with a
freight of coal, having lost all her sails in a blow was forced to anchor
about 10 o’clock in the forenoon (11th,) near High Island, nine miles
southwest of the Beaver Island Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Mich-
igan. The vessel was on a lee shore and in a dangerous position, and
in the atternoon her captain with three of the crew went to Beaver Har-
bor for a tug, but found none available. The night, was stormy and
threatening and the captain was much alarmed for the safety of his
vessel and the three men still on board. No crew was employed there,
but the keeper took his sail-boat, and with the three sailors from the
schooner and the same number of volunteers, went to her, a distance of
twelve miles by water, arriving an hour before midnight. The keeper
and his three men remained until morning, when the wind having shifted
and moderated there was at the time no further danger an( they re-
turned to the island. The next day a tug, which the captain had in
the meantime secured, took charge of the schooner and proceeded with
her to her destination. :

September 12.—While a surfman of the Coney Island Station, (Third
District,) coast of Long Island, New York, was on his way from his
home to the station in a skiff, he overtook a man in a sail-boat who,
when he attempted to haul by the wind, made little or no headway.
The surfinan observing his poor management assisted him to sail his
boat into Sheepshead Bay and then proceeded to the station. Shortly
afterwards it was seen that the man was again experiencing difficulty
in handiing his boat, which was making no headway, and that unless
he received some aid he would in all probability be obliged to remain
out all night exposed to the weather which was very threatening. The
keeper and one of the crew pulled to the sceue in a small skiff and con-
veyed the man to the beach, whence he was able to walk to his hotel.
The life-saving crew took charge of the sail-boat and the next day de-
livered it to the owner.

September 12.—As Surfman H. M. West, of the Monmouth Beach Sta-
tion, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, approached a party of
bathers while on his way to the village of Seabright, in the afternoon
of this date, he noticed that a mnan who was out beyond the breakers
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acted as if exhausted and that another one of the party was swimming
from that direction inshore. He found that the latter had taken out a
life-preserver, but was unable to render further assistance. The sarf-
man instantly removing his shoes and vest caught up a life-buoy, bent
on a picce of bathing-line that happened to be near and quickly ad-
justed the buoy upon himself; then directing the bystanders to pay out
the line as he went he plunged into the surf and after vigorons exer-
tions reached the man, whom he found unable to belp himself beyond
clinging to the life-preserver. Seizing him firmly the life-saver signaled
to the people on shore, who hauled in the line, thus safely landing both
men.

September 12.—Early in the morning the schooner Lem Higbey, of
Grand Haven, left the harbor at Pent Water on her way to Muskegon,
all in Michigan, with a crew of three men and a cargo of cedar posts.
There was a strong northwest wind with a heavy sea, and the schooner
had not gone far before she shifted her deck-load and listed deeply to
port. She immediately displayed a signal to recall the tug which had
towed her out, but the tug had gone back up the river. One of the
men from the Pent Water Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan,
‘went to notify the tug. In a few minutes, a bad leak being discovered
on board, the signal was lowered to half-inast, the sails were taken in and
the schooner began to drift towards the beach. The life-saving crew
lost no time in pulling to her—a distance of a mile and a half to the
southwest—and the tug arriving at the same time, they ran lines be-
tween the vessecls, and the schooner was taken back into port. Her
damages were slight, and there was a small loss on the cargo. The sta-
tion crew also recovered aud restored to the schooner her yawl, which
had gone adrift. .

September 13.—While two men were fishing in the vicinity of the
Crumple Island Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, a shark struck
their boat, cutting a hole in it and causing it to leak so badly that they
were obliged to run in. They rowed to the station, where the keeper
had the boat haaled out and the hole patched, enabling them to reach
home, where permanent repairs could be made.

September 13.—Early in the morning a dory was discovered adrift
some two miles off shore by the life-saving crew at Race Point Sta-
tion, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts. They launched a small
boat, pulled tQ the dory and brought it ashore. Finding that it be-
longed to the schooner Lizzie D. Barker,the keeper notified the owners
and by their order subsequently sold it and transmitted to them the
proceeds. -

September 14.—About 11 o’clock in the morning word was received at
the Monomoy Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachnsetts, that
the schooner Delaiwcare, of Thomaston, Maine, anchored some three miles
to the south-westward, had a signal of distress set in her main rigging.
Owing to intervening hills the craft was not visible from the station.
The life-saving ciew at ouce put off in their boat to the scene. After
boarding the vessel they were informed by the captain that he desired to
inquire the way into Chatham harbor or some good place where he could
dock his craft for repairs, as she was leaking. The station men mantfed
the pumps and freed her of water. A favorable breeze having sprung
up the captain decided to proceed and accordingly at 2 o’clock got an-
der way. The schooner was bound to Lincolnville, Maiue, from New
Bedford, Massachusetts, light, with a crew of three men.

September 14.—1In the afternoon two men in a sloop-rigged yawl got
into trouble just to the northward of the Ludington Station, (Eleventh
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District,) Lake Michigan, through carrying away their halyards and
losing their rudder. They knew nothing about a boat and were fast
drifting towards the beach. Their predicament being uoted by the
lookout at the station, the life-saving crew went to their assistance and
towed their craft into the harbor.

Scptember 14.—In the morning at half-past 9 o’clock the lookout of
the Kenosha Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, noticed a
small yacht, the Jersey Lily, acting strangely about three miles north-
east of the station. In a few minutes a coat was hoisted at half-mast.
There was a strong southeast wind with a heavy sea. The life-saving
crew put off quickly in the surf-boat, but had not proceeded more than
half way to the yacht when she capsized. The surfmen bent vigorously
to the oars and arrived alongside in- season to save three young men,
all that were on board, who were clinging to the bottom of the boat.
They were conveyed to the station, baving narrowly escaped with their
lives. The yacht drifted ashore five miles to the northward, where she
was picked up and hauled out on the beach.

September 16.— A chest of drawers drifted ashore near the Fort Lau-
derdale House of Refuge, (Seventh District,) eastern coast of Florida,
during the night of the 15th, and was found the next morning by the
keeper and taken to the station. It evidently came from the cabin of
the Duatch brig Albatross, as it contained the ofticial papers and journal
of that vessel and a number of letters addressed to her commander.
The chest and its contents were dried and stowed away to await rec-
lamation.

September 16.—In the morning the steamer Mignon, of Fairport, Ohio,
while proceeding to her fishing grounds in Lake Erie, and when about
two miles from the shore, broke her shaft and became totally disabled.
The crew of the Iairport Station, (Ntth District,) observing her signal
of distress, launched the surf-boat and pulled to her assistance. They
got a line to her, and notwithstanding a strong breeze blowing off shore,
succeeded in towing her safely to the harbor. She had a crew of five
men. :

September 16.~—At half-past 2 o’clock in the morning, in response to a
steamer’s whistle for assistance, the crew of the Sand Beach Station,
(Tenth District,) Lake Huron, manned the life-boat and put off to the
breakwater. 1t was found that the barge David Ferguson, of Bay City,
Michigan, (the same vessel assisted on September 1st,) lumber-laden,
and bhaving a crew of seven men, was again leaking badly, not hav-
ing been docked for repairs. At about 9 o’clock the steamer Burling-

“ton, which had her in tow, came alongside and put in a syphon.
The surfmen pamped on the barge until noon, when their services were
no longer required.

September 16.—Shortly before 2 o’clock in the afternoon a steamer
with a barge in tow came into Sand Beach Harbor, Michigan, with her
flag at balf-mast. The crew of the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) went out in the life-boat and found the barge to be the Noriwcay,
of ort Huron, Michigan, with four fect of water in her hold. She was
from East Saginaw, Michigan, bound to Detr.it, in the same State, with
a load of lumber and a crew of seven men. The station men pumped on
her for over three hours and then by pulling the foresail under the bow
stopped the worstleak. After this their services were not needed, the
captain having secured an extra force of men to assist him.

September 16.—In the forenoon during a fresh southeast wind a man
who was out for a pleasure sail in Humboldt Bay, California, through
mismanagement capsized his boat about oue mile from the Humboldt
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Bay Station, (Twelfth District,) and was in great.danger of drowning,
being unable toswim. Two surfmen who were watching the boat at the
time of the accident immediately put off in the station supply-skiff to
the mau’s assistance and succeeded in rescuing him. With the help of
others who arrived on the scene they righted the boat and towed it
ashore, where it was bailed out. The man walked to his home, while
the surfinen beat back to the station against a strong wind and sea.
The accident was due to the common error among the inexperienced of
tying the sheet fast to the boat. In this case, after the boat was righted,
the sheet was found with several turns around the thwart.

September 17.—About half-past 3 o’clock in the afternoon, during a fog,
a party consisting of two men and two women, en route from Shinnecock
Bay to Rockaway, Long Island, having lost their way and exhausted
their stock of provisions, put into Zack’s Inlet Station, (Third District).
After partaking of dinner, which the keeper ordered for them, they were
supplied with food sufficient to last until they could reach their destina-
tion.

September 17.—During rainy weather, while the evening patrol was
on his way east from the Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast
of Long Island, New York, he discovered the sloop Silence, of Sheeps-
head Bay, ashore on the end of Manhattan Beach, a quarter of a mile
from the station. Soon he met the two men who had been in her, and
learned that in jibing they had run the boat, owing to the darkness, onto
a small reef, After the accident happened they lowered the sail and
carried their anchor up on the beach. As both were wet and cold the
surfmen took them to the station, whither they were going when he met
them, and they were given hot coffee and otherwise cared for. Later
the keeper loaned them oil-skin coats and the patrol conducted them
to the Manhattan Hotel, whence they crossed by roadway to Sheeps-
head Bay. The surfmen meantime went to the sloop, shifted the
anchor, and when the tide rose she floated clear and swung off into
deep water. The next morning the owner came and secured her.

September 18.—At a quarter before 3 o’clock in the afternoon the
schooner Oliver Dyer, of Saco, Maine, bound home from New York, with
a cargo of coal, and carrying a crew of six men, stranded about one-
fourth of a mile from shore and three-quarters of a mile to the north-
westward of the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (First District,) coast of Maine.
At low tide the vessel, which was lying at anchor, grounded. As the
weather was threatening, the captain becoming alarmed for the safety
of his craft set a signal of distress, which was immediately seen by the
day-watch at the station. The life-saving crew at once launched the surf-
boat and went to her assistance. At flood tide they kedged her off the
shoal and anchored her in a safe place. They then returned to their
quarters, having been absent seven hours.

September 19, 20.—Early in the afternoon of the 19th the granite-
laden schooner Cordova, of Deer Isle, Maine, bound to Boston, Massa-
chusetts, from her home port, while entering Seal Harbor, coast of
Maine, struck Long Ledge and instantly sprung a bad leak. The cap-
tain therefore ran her ashore on the flat in the northern part of the har-
bor. The keeper of the White Head Station, (First District,) who was
watching her, immediately called away the surf-boat and proceeded with
his crew to her assistance. They pumped her out and took up the cabin
floor and found the leak, which, after working for some time, they suc-
ceeded in partially stopping. They then returned to their station,
arriving an hour before midnight. The next morning theyagain boarded
her, got her under way and attempted to sail her to Tenant’s Harbor for
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repairs. They had not covered much of the distance, however, before
they lost the wind and were obliged to take the surf-boat out ahead and
tow the schooner back to the flat. They then made further temporary
repairs, which enabled her to resume her cruise on the following day.
She had a crew of three all told and carried one passenger.

September 19.—During the day a number of heavy chains, attached
to large boom-timbers that had evidently broken adrift from a raft,
were picked up by the crew of the Middle Island Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) Lake Huron, and stored in a safe place for the owners, whose
mark they bore. About a hundred logs, which had drifted ashore dur-
ing the past several days, were also secured by the surfmen.

September 19.—Shortly after noon the wife of Keeper William Nequette
of the Sturgeon Bay Canal Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan,
and a friend, a young lady of seventeen, while walking on the dock with
locked arms, by some misstep fell into the canal. The keeper was only
a short distance away and at once ran to the place, his son having seen
the mishap and raised the alarm. He jumped into the water and brought
the women, who were now siuking for the second time, to the surface,
supporting them until the surfmen from the station arrived and helped
to get them out of the water. Their escape from drowning was a very
narrow one, a8 a delay of even a few minutes in the rescue would
doubtless have resulted fatally.

September 20.—On this date the keeper of the Lone Hill Station,
Third District,) coast of Long Island, recovered an anchor that had been
ost by the smnall steamer Empress, of Patchogue, New York, while out

in the bay with an excursion party during a hard blow, and returned it
to the owner.

September 20.—At 11 o’clock in the forenoon the sloop Virginia Bedell,
of Greenport, New York, ran ashore one-fourth of a mile north of the
Sandy Hook Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. Oune of the
surfmen was watching her at the time and instantly reported the occur-
rence. The life-saving crew at once launched their surt-boat and pulled
to the sloop. The tide was falling and the craft was hard and fast
aground, but the surfmen ran out two kedges, and in the afternoon,
on the rising tide, hove her uninjured oft the shoal. The captain who
had only one man on board to assist him was very grateful to the sta-
tion men for their timely aid.

September 21.—Early in the afternoon while two men were fishing from
the sloop-yacht Jennie Havermeyer, of New York, on Rockaway Shoals,
about two miles and a half west of the Rockaway Point Station, (Third
District,) Long Island, a sudden squall of wind overturned the boat and
she swamped. The men took to their yawl and rowed ashore, and one
of them reported the accident at the station. The surf-boat was quickly
Jaunched and the life-saving crew pulled to the scene. With the as-
sistance of a sail-boat they succeeded in towing the sloop into the
inlet. The crew from the Coney Island Station by this time arrived
and aided to get the craft ashore. She was then righted and on the
fall of the tide bailed out and put in condition so that the two men
could again take charge of her.

September 22.—One of the surfmen of the Jerry’s Point Station, (First
District,) coast of New Hampshire, found a dovy that had drifted ashore
a short distance north of the station and delivered it to the owner on
the following day.

September 23.—A small dory and a pair of oars were found in the
breakers by one of the patrolmen of the Plum Island Station, (Second

16726 Ls —8



114 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

District,) coast of Massachusetts, and delivered to the owner the next
day.

September 23.—During thick weather the day-watch at the Crisp’s
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, warned off a steamer standing
into danger, by several blasts of a fog-horn.

September 24.—During the day the crew of the Orleans Station,
(Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, picked up a quantity of
shingles and laths that had washed ashore in their vicinity. They were
hauled to the station on the following day, and finally turned over to the
wreck commissioner,

September 26.—Shortly after midday a gale of wind with rain coming
. up suddenly caused the swall sloop Lizzie Harwood, of Bath, Maine,
moored at & wharf at Fort Popham, to part her lines and drive upon
the rocks, about one mile to the northward of the Hunniwell’s Beach
Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. The life-saving crew were in-
formed of the casualty a few minutes after its occurrence, and at once
went on foot to the scene. By means of a plank laid from the sBhore to
the vessel they were enabled to board her, after which they got out
a line and sprung her clear of the rocks. The surfmen then made sail
and worked the craft into a sheltered cove. At the time of the acci-
dent her crew of three men were absent on Heron Island and owing
to the snddenness with which the wind arose, were unable to get back
to their craft. She was but slightly damaged. The captain expressed
his thanks to the station men for their timely assistance.

September 26.— About a quarter-past 1 o’clock in the afternoon, during
anortheasterly gale and rain-storm, the schooner Emily C. Denison, of and
from Saco, Maine, bouud to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of bricks
and a crew of four men, stranded a third of a mile north of the Fletcher’s
Neck Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. The vessel had parted
one of her anchor-chains and dragged the remaining anchor until it
fetched her up on the south side of the harbor. A signal of distress
was set, which was immediately seen by the life-saving crew, and they
boarded her without delay. Shortly afterwards the schooner Tivano,
Iying near by, was also observed to be dragging, and the surfmen put off
to her assistance (see following account). While absent on this errand
the Denison began dragging again. The station men returned, took
off her crew and landed them. The following day the life-saving crew
assisted in floating the vessel by throwing over a part of her deck-
load. She was then towed to a safe anchorage by a tug, having
sustained but slight damage. Her crew were furnished with supper at
the station.

September 26.—Early in the afternoon, during the gale mentioned in
the preceding case, the schooner Tivano, of Damariscotta, Maine, bound
to Bristol, in that State, from Gloucester, Massachusetts, with a cargo
of salt fish and a crew of two men, dragged her anchors, and stranded
about one-third of a mile to the northward of the Fletcher’s Neck Station,
(First District,) coast of Maine. The life-saving crew (who were aboard
the schooner Emily C. Denison,) observing the vessel dragging, at once
went to her assistance and took off the crew before she went ashore.
On October 1st the craft was floated in a damaged coundition by parties
who had purchased her. Her crew were cared for at the station on vari-
ous occasions while she was ashore.

September 26.—The patrol at the Jerry’s Point Station, (First District,)
coast of New Hampshire, recovered and restored to the owners a small
boat which was adrift oft the island.

September 26, 27.—About the middle of the afternoon of the 26th the
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crew of the Jerry’s Point Station, (First District,) coast of New Hamp-
shire, boarded the schooner Valparaiso, of Deer Isle, Maine, anchored off
the point. A northerly gale prevailed at the time, with a heavy chop-
ping sea, and though no signal had been shown on board, the vessel
was evidently in a dangerous position. They found that she had broken
her windlass and that her chains, which had fortunately been made fast
to the foremast, had been paid out to the end. She also had out a kedge
with some fifty fathoms of line, and as her resources were now exhausted,
the captain fearing the stormn would increase resolved to take his crew
of two men ashore. The life-saving crew piloted them to the station and
kept them over night. The next morning (27th,) the weather having
moderated, the station men went on board with the schooner’s crew
and assisted them to make things ship-shape and to get under way.
The vessel, which was from Boston, Massachusetts, with a general
cargo, bound to Green’s Landing, Maine, then procecded on her cruise.

September 26.—About noon of this date, during a violent northeast
gale and rain-storm, the coal-laden schooner Abbie P. Cranmer, of New
York, bound to Newbury port, Massachusetts, from Philadelphia, Penu-
sylvania, parted her anchor-chains and was driven on Coftin’s Beach,
coast of Massachusetts, a little less than two miles to the westward of
the Davis Neck Station, (Second District). There was a high and dan-
gerous sea running, and the life-saving crew set out to the wreck with
their beach-apparatus. After several trials. they succeeded in firing a
line across the vessel’s jib-boom. Meantime, however, a party of tisher-
men on the beach, encouraged by the abating wind and sea, brought to
the scene the surf-boat of the Massachusetts Humane Society, which is
kept at the Annisquam light-house, three-quarters of a mile from where
the schoonerlay. The sailors, secing the boat, relinquished the line that
bad been thrown to them, and the volunteers, including a member of
the station crew, effected a launch and rescued the people on bLoard.
There were six men and the captain’s wife.. The vessel broke up dur-
ing algale two months later. All but a small portion of her cargo was
saved.

September 26-29.—In the morning of the 26th a furious northwest
gale prevailed in the region of Cape Cod. At half past 10 o’clock the
schooner Anna E. Ketchum, of Philaielphia, caught oftf the cape Ly
the storm while homeward bound from Gloucester, Massachusetts, was
driven on the lee shore something less than a mile to the westward of
the Peaked Hill Bars Station, (Second District). Her anchors were
quickly dropped, but they availed little against the hurricane force of
the wind, and the vessel soon dragged on the shoal, fetching up some
two hundred yards from the beach. Both the west patrol and the
surfmen at the station had observed the vessel’s situation as soon as
she got into tronble. They therefore lost no timein getting the brach-
apparatus started for the scene, and notwithstanding the rain and
sand which the wind drove in tleir faces with cutting force and which
made a struggle of overy step to windward as they dragged the heavy
apparatus-cart, they arrived abreast the schooner almost as soon as
she struck. As the Lyle gun was placed in position the seas swung
the vessel broadside to the Leach, and the first shot carried the line
on board. The whip-line, hawser, and breeches-buoy were in turn sent
off with all possible celerity. When communication was fully estab-
lislied the anxious group on the beach saw through a break in the
storm the men on board assisting a woman up the rigging to the buoy.
The schooner was exposed to the full strength of the gale. The head-
sails were blown to ribbons, and every .onslaught of the fuiious seas
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shook the craft to the last timber. At one part of that trying climb for
life, the lady, who was a passenger on board, became completely un-
nerved and lost consciousness, but the next wave, breaking nearly
mast-head high, drenched and revived her, and she was after much
difficulty, on account of the laboring of the schooner and the shak-
ing of therigging, placed securely in the breeches-buoy. The buoy
was then hauled ashore and the lady taken from it in a fainting con-
dition. She soon recovered, however, sufficiently to walk to the station
with the help of Mr. Robert Lavender, of Provincetown, who had
kindly assisted the life-savers in getting their beach-apparatus to the
place. The others of the schooner’s complement, eight men, one of whom
was a passenger, were landed with satisfactory dispatch, the entire com-
pany reaching the shore within twenty minutes from the time the first
trip of the brecches-buoy was made, and conducted to the station.
The shipwrecked people being wet, cold and exhausted, dry clothing,
stimulants, and food were supplied for their use and all were hospi-
tably cared for at the station until the morning of the 29th. The
Woman’s Relief Corps, of Provincetown, rendered a valuable service
by the donation of a quantity of clothing. On the 9th of October the
vessel, which was laden with paving stones, was floated by a wrecking
company assisted by the station crew, and towed into Provincetown.
She was found to be considerably damaged. The following, published
in the Boston Globe of October 2, 1888, shows the deep appreciation
in which the services of the life-saving crew were held by the rescued
people:
¢ ¢ PROVINCETOWN, September 28, 1888,

¢ ¢ We, the undersigned, passengers and crew of the schooner Anna E.
Ketchum, hereby tender our thanks to Captain Fisher and crew of Life-
Saving Station No. 7, for their prompt and efficient service in saviug
our lives as we struck on Peaked Hill Bars during the_hurricane of
September 26. We were in a heavy sea, which was breaking over us,
and we were expecting every moment that the vessel would go to
pieces. We hardly knew what to do in our predicament, when we
saw the crew of the station hurrying along the beach with their
apparatus. They lost no time in shooting us a line—the first shot
being successful. After rigging the breeches-buoy we attempted to
save the wife of Captain Ketchum’s brother, but it was a difficult task,
as the sea was breaking over us so that it took three of us to hold her
in the rigging while we placed her in the buoy. After a hard struggle
we were successful