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ORGANIZATION

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

(In Conformity to Act of Congress approved June 18, 1878.)

SUMNER 1. KiMBALL, General Superintendent.

‘WiLLIAM D. O’CONNOR, Assistant General Superintendent.

Capt. JaMEs H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector of Life-
Saving Stations.

Capt. GEORGE R. SLICER, United States Revenue Marine,} Superintendents of Con-

Capt. JaMEs H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue \ struction of Life-Sav-
Marine, ing Stations.

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS.

First District.—Capt. THOMAS W. LaY, United States Revenue Marine, Portland,
Maine.

Second District. —Capt. JoHN C. MITCHELL, United States Revenue Marine, Boston,
Massachusetts.

Third District.—Lieut. GEORGE E. MCCONNELL, Umted States Revenue Marine,
Bay 8hore, New York.

Fourth District.—Lieut. CHARLES H. MCLELLAN, United States Revenue Marine,
Tom’s River, New Jersey.

Fifth District.—Lieut. W. A. FAILING, United States Revenue Marine, Chincoteague,
Virginia.

Sixth District.—Lieut. EDMOND C. CHAYTOR, Umted States Revenue Marine, Nor-
folk, Virginia.

Seventh District.— * * *

FEdghth District.—Capt. JOHN A. HENRIQUES, United States Revenue Marine, Gal-
veston, Texas.

Ninth District.—For Lake Ontario: Capt. DAvID C. CONSTABLE, United States

Reveunue Marine, Oswego, New York.
For Lake Erie: Capt. DANIEL B. HoDpGSDON, United States Rev-
enue Marine, Erie, Pennsylvania.

Tenth District.—Capt. SAMUEL S. WARNER, United States Revenue Marine, Detroit,
Michigan.

Eleventh District.—Lieut. JAMES H. ROGERS, United States Revenue Manne, Chicago,
Illinois.

Trwelfth District. —Capt. JOHN W. WHITE, United States Revenue Marine, East Oak-
land, California.

Lieut. THOMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue Marine, on special duty, Wash-
ington, D. C. 5
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DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS.

First District. —JOHN M. RICHARDSON, Portland, Maine.

Second District. —BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, East Orleans, Massachusetts.
Third District. —HENRY E. HUNTTING, Bridgehampton, Long Island, New York.
Fourth District,—JoHN G. W. HAVENS, Point Pleasant, New Jersey.
Fifth Distriot. —BENJAMIN 8. RicH, Onancock, Virginia.

8ixth District. —JosepH W. ETHERIDGE, Manteo, North Carolina.
Seventh District.—CHAMPLIN H. S8PENCER, Port Orange, Florida.
Eighth Distriot. —~W1LLIAM A. HUTCHINGS, Galveston, Texas.

Ninth District.—Davip P. DoBsBins, Buffalo, New York.

Tenth District. —JEROME G. KIAH, S8and Beach, Michigan.

Eleventh District.—NATHANIEL RoBBINS, Grand Haven, Michigan.
Twelfth Distriot.—THOMAS J. BLAKENEY, San Francisco, California.

ASSISTANT DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT.

Third District.—WiLLIAM G. CASWELL, Narragansett Pier, Rhode Island.
BOARD ON LIFE-S8AVING APPLIANCES.

Capt. FRANK R. BaBY, New York City, President.

Capt. JaAMES H. MRRRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector Life-S8aving
Stations.

Capt. Davip A. LYLE, Ordnance Department, United States Army.

Lieut. THoMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue Marine, Assistant Inspector Life-
Saving Stations, Recorder.

BeNJAMIN C. BPARROW, Esq., Superintendent Second District, Life-8aving Service.

Davip P. DoBBINS, Esq., Superintendent Ninth District, Life-Saving Service.

JonN C. PATTERSON, Esq., Keeper Shark River Station, Fourth District, Life-8aving
8ervice.



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washington, D. 0., November 28, 1884,

SIr: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the Life-Saving Service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884,
and of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for the maintenance
of the Service for that period, in accordance with the requirements of
section 7 of the act of June 18, 1878.

A compilation of the statistics of wrecks and casunalties which have
occurred on or near the coasts and on the rivers of the United States,
and to American vessels at sea or on the coasts of foreign countries,
collected under anthority of the act of June 20, 1874, is included.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
SUMNER I. KIMBALL,
General Superintendent.
Hon. HuégH MOCULLOCH, :
Secretary of the Treasury.
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Document No. 685.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, g
Life-Saving Service.

REPORT

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

OPERATIONS.

There were two hundred and one stations in the Life-Saving Estab-
lishment at the close of the last fiscal year. Their distribution apon the
sea and lake coasts was as follows:

First District (coast of Maine and New Hampshire) .......cceeceeieniiotaaaaa. 8
Second District (coast of Massachusetts). ...........cociiimiieinninannnn... 18
Third District (coast of Rhode Island and Long Island). .....cccveeeenaianaa.... 37
Fourth District (coast of NeW Jersey).... cccc eceae caceceeoccacoocecacacecnccen 41
Fifth District (coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles)..........ccccc...... 15
8ixth District (coast from Cape Henry to Cape Fear River)..................... b1
8eventh District (eastern coast of Florida and coast of Georgia and South Caro-

1 X 5
Eighth District (Gulf coast) ... ceeeeuenenniminiiiiiiiiiienerieeceieecncenns 5
Ninth District (Lakes Erie and Ontario) . ... ccoecovniiimeiniiniiiiiiianennnn.. 10
Teanth District (Lakes Huron and Superior) ...........coeeeicineicainaiaceccee. 12
Eleventh District (Lake Michigan) ©.......cc.oieietiiiiiiiiionen caeennnnnn. 16
Twelfth District (Pacific coast). ... ..o ooiit oot it iiaiiiaaaaaaaas 7

7 201

One hundred and fifty-six of these stations were on the Atlantic,
thirty-seven on the lakes, seven on the Pacific, and one at the Falls of
the Ohio, Louisville, Kentucky.

The periods of the employment of surfmen at such of the stations as
were manned with crews during any portion of the year, which periods,
respectively, constituted what is termed the active season, are shown by
the following statement :

11
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Stations.

Quoddy Head, Cross Island, Crumple Isl-
and, Cranbel Isles, White Head,
Fletcher's Neck, and Rye Beach.

Hunniwell's Beach

Plum Island. Davis Neck, Fourth Cliff,
Gurnet, Manomet Point, Race Point,
Peaked Hill Bar, High Head, Highland,
Parmet River, Cahoon's Hollow, Nausett,
Orleans, Chatham, Monomoy, Surfside,
and Muskeget.

Coskata

Narragansett Pier, Point Judith, Watch
Hill, New Shoreham, Block Island, Ditch
Plain, Hither Plnin.ihpen e, Amagan-
sett, Georgica, Mecox, uthampton,
Shinnecock, Tiana, Quogue, Petunk, Mo-
riches, Forge River, Smith's Point, Bell-
ggﬂ« Blue Point, Tone Hill, Point of

oods, Fire I.hnd‘ QOak Island, Gilgo,
Jones’s Beach, Zach’s Inlet, Short Beach,
Point Lookout, Long Beach, Far Rock-
away, Rockaway, Rockaway Point, Co-
ney Island, and Eaton’s Neock.

Sandy Hook, Spermaceti Cove, Seab:
Monmouth h, Long Branch.
Shark River, Sprlnf Lake, Squan 3
Bayhead, Mantoloking, Chadwick’s,
Tom's River, Island Beach, Cedar Creek,
Forked River, Barnegat, Loveladies Is-
land, Ship Bottom, Long Beach, Bond’s,
Littfe Egg, Little Beach, Brigantine, At-
lantic C t{‘ Absecom, Great ﬁ Ocean
City, Peck’'s Beach, Corson’s Inlet, Sea
Isle Cl'tg. Townsend's Inlet, Tatham's,
Hereford Inlet, Holly Beach, 'Turtle Gut,
Cold Spring, and Cape May.

Harvey's Cedars

h
.

South Brigantine

Cuﬁe Henlopen, Rehoboth Beach, Indian

iver Inlet, Ocean City, Green Run In-
let, Pope's Island, Assateague Beach,
‘Watchapreague, Hog Island, Cobb's Isl-
and, and Smith’s Islund.

Lewes and Parramore's Beach

North Beach

Cape Henry, Seatack, Dam Neck Mills,
ittle Island, False Cape, Wash Woods,
Currituck Inlet, Whale's Head, Poyner’s
Hill, Caffey’s Inlet, Paul Gamiel's Hill,
Kitty Hawk, Kill Devil Hills, Nag's
Head, Bodie's Island, Oregon Inlet, Pea
Island. New Inlet, Chicamicomico, Gall
Shoal, Little Kinnakeet, Big Kinnakeet,
Cape Hatwn%Cmed's Hill, Durant's,
Ocracoke, and Cape Fear.
@ Ly

San LuirSalnﬂa. Aransas, and Brazos....

Wallop's Beach.ee.ee eieernienniaaneennn.

Employment of surfmen, season of 188384,

Period of employment.

Qant.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1883,
to November 30, 1883, inclusive, and 7 at each
from December 1, 1883, to A pril 30, 1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from January 14, 1884, to April 30, 1884,
inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1883, to
Novewmber 30, 1883, inclusive, and 7 at each from
December 1, 1883, to April 80, 1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from January 17, 1884, to April 30, 1884,
inclusive.

6 surfmen at each astation from September 1, 1883, to
November 30, 1883, inclusive, and 7 at each from
December 1, 1883, to April 30, 1884, inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1883, to
November 30, 1883, inclusive, and 7 at each from
December 1, 1883, to April 30, 1884, inclusive.

.| 6 surfmen from September 21, 1883, to November
30, 1883, inclusive, and 7 from December 1, 1883,
to April 80, 1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from December 15, 1883, to April 30,
1884, inclusive.

6surfmen at each station from September 1, 1883, to
November 30, 1883, inclusive, and 7 at each from
December 1, 1883, to April 30, 1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen at each station from March 1, 1884, to
April 80, 1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from March 14, 1884, to April 30, 1884,
inclusive.

7 surfmen from March 22, 1884, to April 30, 1884,
inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1883, to
November 30, 1883, inclusive, and 7 at each from
December 1, 1883, to April 30, 1884, inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from S
to April 30, 1834, inclusive.

7 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and from April 17, 1884, to June 30,
1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and from 'April 16, 1884, to June 80,
1884, inclusive.

o
P

(W
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Employment of surfmen, season of 1883-'84—Continued.

Stations.

Period of employment.

© | District.

10 S:;ld 113:0011 Thunder Bay Island, and Mid-
o .

land

Point aux Barques, Grindstone City, Ot-
tawa Point, and Sturgeon Point.

Hammond's Bay...cceeveienanaaaieiaanan

Vermillion Point, Two Heart River, and
Muskallonge Lake.

11

Manistee, Muskegon. 8aint Joseph, Ke-
nosha, Racine, and Sheboygan.

Grand Point au Sable and Evanston

Ludington, Grand Haven, Chicago, and
Milwaukee.

Two Rivers.........c.ocoeimeiiinniiiaaon.

Cape Disappointment.......ccccc.oevaeee..
Humboldt Bay and Golden Gate Park.....

8 surfmen from Jaly 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and from April 16, 1884, to June 30,
1884, inclusive.

1 surfman from July 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and from April 15, 1884, to June 80,
1884, inclusive.

8 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and from Aprii 19, 1884, to June 30,
1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and from April 12, 1884, to June 30,
1884, inclusive.

8 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and from Aprli 11, 1884, to June 30,

1884, inclusive.

1 surfman from July 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and 8 from April 10, 1884, to June 80,
1884, inclusive.

6 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to June 30, 1884, in-
clusive.

8 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1888, to De-
cember 10, 1883, inclusive, and from April 10,
1884, to June 30, 1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1883, to De-
cember 10, 1883, inclusive, and from April 10, 1884,
to June 30, 1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to December 10, 1883,
inclusive,and from A pril 12,1884, to June 30, 1884,
inclusive.

7 surfmen at each satation from July 1, 1883, to
November 30, 1883, inclusive, and from Aprlf 27,
1884, to June 30, 1884, inclasive.

7 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to November 30, 1883,
inclusive, and from April 28,1884, to June 30,
1884, inclusive.

6 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to November 80, 1883,
iuclusive, and from May 5, 1884, to June 30, 1884,
inclusive.

7 surfmen from July 1, 1883, to November 30, 1888,
inclusive, and from April 16,1884, to June 80,
1884, inclasive.

8 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1883, to
November 30, 1883, inclusive, and from Apri'l 1,
1884, to June 30, 1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen ateach station from July 1, 1883, to No-
vember 30, 1883, inclusive, and from April1, 1884,
to June 80, 1884, inclusive.

8 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1883, to De-
cember 31, 1883, inclusive, and from April 1, 1884,
to June 30, 1884, inclusive.

8 yurfmen from July 1, 1883, to December 15, 1883,
inclusive, and from April1, 1884, to June 30, 1884,
inclusive.

8 surfmen from November 1, 1883, to April 30, 1884,
inclusive.

6 surfmen ateach station from July 1, 1883, to June
30, 1384, inclusive.

The coast of Florida, being without crews, for reasons given in former
reports, is excluded from the foregoing statement.

STATISTICS.

The reports of the district officers show that during the year there
were three hundred and thirty-seven disasters to documented vessels

within the field of station operations.

On board these vessels there

were four thousand two hundred and fifty-three persons, of whom four
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thousand two hundred and thirty-seven were saved, and only sixteen
lost. The estimated value of the vessels was $7,075,975, and that of
their cargoes $3,454,050 making the total value of the property involved
$10,530,025. Of this amount, $9,090,134 was saved,and $1,439,891 lost.
The number of vessels totally lost was sixty-four. There were, besides,
one hundred and two disasters to smaller craft, such as sail-boats, row-
boats, &c., on which were one hundred and seventy-nine persons, one
hundred and seventy-five of whom were saved and four lost. The
value of the property involved in the latter disasters was $77,915, of
which $71,220 was saved and $6,695 lost.

The results of all the disasters to vessels within the scope of the Serv-
ice, including the smaller craft, aggregate, therefore, as follows :

Total number of disasters .......cccieiuimoeieiiieeniinacecnanan. 439
Total value of property involved ..ccceceuecann i i iiaae ... $10, 607, 940
Total value of property saved ........ccceueeeeiicant cimeieennannnn $9, 161, 354
Total value of property 108t ... .ccceeeirent tomear covienennntcaennnns $1, 446, 586
Total number of persons involved. ... ...cceeeieiiitiiiieiinieiiaennn 4,432
Total number of persons 8aAVed...... ccoeeiemnniieniareeeenencannn. 4,412
Total number of persons Jo8t .........coeieiieiimomiiiiiiaaaanan.. 20
Total number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations............. *532
Total number of days’ succor afforded .........cccveeeereaanennnnan.. t1,319
Number of vessels totally 108t ...c.ceeeeeomiamnoiiiaaiaiiaii .. 64

The apportionment of the foregoing statistics to the Atlantic, Lake,
and Pacific coasts, respectively, is shown in the following table :

* Including the river station at Louisville, Kentucky.

The apportionment to the several districts is as follows :

First Distriot.
Number of disa8ters ... oo i i e 52
Value of vessels.......cuemnioaamn it caeeeiatieece i ieaenaaeas $264, 540
L2 3L T g T R $63, 200
Total value of Property «....ccccacaeammemae i iiiiiaciiieciieenan. $327,740

* Including 73 persons not on vessels in tables.
tIncluding 103 days’ succor to persons not on vessels in tables.
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Number of persons on board Vessels.... ... coceveeaciroecnecacecacannan- 346

Number of persons BAVed...cc.e. ceeeeeteeene caerntcaeesceaceoctsacenscasns 346
Number of persons 108t ..o . oo oeen et i it iiiicieaanen None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 32
Number of daye’ succor afforded ....... ... ...l 50
Value of property 8aved ....ee ceoeeienemeaiientiiietcens cacann sanennas $166, 205
Value of property 1o8t . ... .. ocieoamee e $161, 535
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ...................... 5
Second District.
Number of @isa8ters. . .. ... ocoot et e iiii it tree ceeraaes 40
Value of vessels.......cooieeeeneieiieiininenaian.. cocecnaeanaannnn $285, 935
Valne of CArg08B. v cun o oon e it aa et et cietteceeaaa e $57, 450
Total value of Property .......c.cciiemeetiiiiiimiaeiieeecnann sennns $343, 335
Number of persons on board vessels ............ooce ciiiiiiitiaanaannn 239
Number of persons 8aved . ... ... .ueeetciit oot aaacaeeincececanaanaaann 239
Number of persons 108t ... ..o e e None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .................... 51
Number of days’ succor afforded .......cccoveeeeveiiiiiiiiaiian.. Neeemnn 99
Valne of propertysaved.......ccoceoeenneiaananan.... e eeeceee e $266, 015
Value of property 108t......coeeeeiiinnn it iieiiniieeoane cecacaaans - $77,370
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ................... ... 9
Third Distriot.
Number of disasters. ... ... e ot iiiiiiiieeetrecieieannanens 46
Value of vessels ... ... ueen e i iit it cie e ea e icaaae e $591, 730
A Y LTTIT LYY T $220, 040
Total value of Property .......ceeenoeemmn e eeciiiiieiiacnencnnans $811,770
Number of persons on board vessels. ...oc. veeeeniuie it ciinianaaaaans 348
Number of persons 88Ved. ..cc.vceueerueeeaeirenuens cacenccnnnaocacann 344
Number of persons Jost......oooo oo aae.. 4
Number of ‘shipwrecked persons succored at stations .................... 99
Number of days’ succor afforded .......ccoeeimimiiimaeiiiii i e, 238
Value of property8aved. ... .. .ccoeciemeeomeciieiitciecieeareenanans $753, 254
Value of property lost... ... ... ool $58, 516
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels .c.cecccceeenaaan.. ... 6
Fourth Distriot.
Number of disasters.. ... .ccoceuememenme it ai e, 65
Value of vessels..ccee covmceamacececeaaaaceiaccineeaccntanceecncncenans $2, 208,170
Valule Of CATZOeB...cun maeneeiacnaeeiacccs caeecaaeccesacacnnnnenannss $960, 525
Total value of Property ....cc.eeeenioenetiinmiiieineniieeiaeanennnaaa. $3, 168, 695
Number of persons on board vessels. ...............ccoo.iieiiiiii.. 1,176
Number of persons 8aved ...... .ccceriennniiiininiiieiiiiicaetannnnnn.. 1,163
Number of persons 106t . ... ..cccvem s iimmaniei i, 13
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .................... 34
Number of day#’ succor afforded ... .ccaeeaee i, 188
Value of property 8aved. ... .c..enemeene i niaieaiiiiiiiiaeiaaaa $2, 960, 440
Value of property 1ot ..coce e oot ciemaniien it $208, 255
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ...................... 13
Fifth Distriot.
Number of disasters..... csevecacann concees e eeeeenceecenaceniocaaecncnnn 45
Valne of vessol8.ccuee caee cccccecnccnsoacecccaresanacecnns cececcccssaene $622, 250

Value of CATZ0O8 ceunvnueacceoocncecosanesseneeocnncsissoccoccsensaene. $265,405 .
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Total value of Property...... .cceeeieceetcoccceeconecacaceoacacaacanns $387, 655
Number of persons on board vessels ........c.oceeeeerieenimacanannnn. 284
Number of persons 88Ved . ... .c...cccoeceecens coaccrancncecoanceccanacens 284
Number of persons 108t ...... .ccoercoin i iiiiiiieiiietcccatcaanans None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ...........c........ 33
Number of days’ succor afforded.........ceecieeiimeiinceiimcannnnanns 9%
Value of Property 8aved.... ....c.ceueeeevaetenciiencencancenocnocn canes $794, 580
Value of property 108t.... .ccceu e cienaieenieccntcranceeceennnneanns $93,075
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...................... 8
Sixth District.
Number of disasters. ... ..ccceeuieiieiiiiiiiitiiieracacieceencancneans - 18
Value Of VeB80l8 .....cocueoeeeueeeerocaacerceace cemecannecceenasnacesnns $275, 400
Value of CArg0oes ......cooun e iiiiiiiietteeieieeececetecmecnannn- $74,300
Total value of Property ........coc.ceoeiietoaceiecaeeieaeianennceeaan $349, 700
Number of persons on board vessels.........cccciemeeameenmeeeicanannn 137
Number of persons 8aved........c.cceceeeieiieiontarecaceecconcececeonnn 137
Number of persons lost........cueeenimmen it iiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiaaaae None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 51
Number of days’ Buccor afforded...........cooeeemieriacnnnaannnns e 221
Value of property 88ved . ... .cccvt caveieccnt coneceonacceeenceenaceonnans $235, 890
Value of property 108t ... ..o ciiieioiiiiiitiieetciacaeicecet canens $113,810
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.......c.c.ccovuenanns 6
Seventh Distriot.
Number of disasters...........ccceveeinnnn. e teeeetetnactene e aaan 1
Value of vessels ... ...coceeieieeenaeaceenracaeecacaasascaccanaasacenn $4,000
Value of CArgoes...... . oot eeeniieecetnienceieececoecennenannn «...- Nocargo.
Total value of Property...cce cceecueciceeeeaneeneencereoeceneoccscans $4, 000
Number of persons on board vessels.. .... .cc.ccceeeececencnrcnacacaancan- 6
Number of persons saved............... sev eacccececssncaorcannasneanss 6
Number of persons 108t. ..........cceeiiiiiiii it iiieiieeeeeaanas None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.............cee.. ... None.
Number of days’ succor afforded . ... .....cccciieoiieicetcoeacaeecacnanen None.
Valne of propertysaved........ .ccciiiiiiiiiiiiaieieieivecenseeea. .. Nothing.
Value of property 108t.. ... . ... ittt it tirees tecmeenccaae e $4, 000
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...................... 1
Eighth Distriot.
Number of disasters... ... ... iecee it iiiie it icececacacanann 8
Value of vessels ... iveeeiiinin it ittt et tiiericeteceneaas $632, 200
Valne of CArgoeB...... oottt it it iiiaee e e e aaan.. $546,400
Total value of property...... ..o oot iieiitiiietaeaeoceaatancannn $1, 173, 600
Number of persons onboard vessels. ............ooieiiitiiitcaeanennnn. 420
Number of persons saved.... .......ccceceiienioioaannnnn., e eeamaeaaana 420
Number of persons 108t.. ..cceeon ot ienn ot iiiiie it iaiictcacaaaanann None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .................... 10
Number of days’ succor afforded.........coooeei i iiaiiiiiiiaan .. 50
Value of propertysaved...........ccoimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiacanennaaa.. $1,140,450
Value of property 1ost. ... ... i iiit i iiit i ieteiietaeene caen $38, 150
Numberof disasters involving total loss of vessels ...................... 1
Ninth District.
Number of disasters. .....co.oinomeetiiia iiiietcicieciaccaes ceeennas 61
Value of ves8els «coee oot it it et ciiietcteea e aaanan $575, 610

Valune of CATZO08 ... ..cuen it iiiitiitcet tecee tacaae temac nnnanns $218, 192
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Total value of Property ...c e ceee oot iieireiaieieececaonncannennan $793, 802
Number of persons on board vessels ......ceeeeeiementiceerciinnaannn. 399
Namber of Persous 8aved ...c.oceeoiin ciatiieoeecmreiieaetcaaeccannss 399
Namber of persons lost ... coeeammoan oo are e e Noue.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .................. .. 39
Number of days’ succor afforded...oo. oo aaean i 43
Value of property saved ..o oeueieeneniieitenmievemacncesenanacnanaas $706, 695
Valueof property lost... ... ... e iieeaaaeean $7,107
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ......ceeeeiiiaia. 6

Tenth District.

Number of disasters ..o et it iiiiii it iieettiraeecaecanaaann 35
Value of vessels oot iieant it eie cetiie e e aeea s §729, 300
Value of Cargones. ... oo iimoit i cieeiie cieeit tiee i caecee caee caean $329, 848
Total value of Property coeeee voeeit iiiiitiietieeeet taccnt aere camnannn 81,059, 148
Number of persons on board vessels .oceo. veeenn ciiee ciitciiiernannen 334
Number of persons saved oo o ioein i it ce et ce et ceccae e iaaanan 334
Number of persons 108t. ..o iien iiiiiiinniienaa. . e eteeeeeeiena None.
Number.of shipwrecked persons succored at stations........coc.oceea... 58
Number of days’ succor afforded - .o.veeon it iiiiiiiaae e 148
Value of property saved.oc. oo o oot ia e iaiaee ceaceecoacaeaaaanas 8881, £90
Value of property lost. ..o .o i it e it tiaeeiccnanannn $177,258
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ... oooveiiiiaiaa.. 1

" Eleventh District.

Numnber of Qisasters ... oot iiitiiiiir cieieiicee veeecacaccnnanans 61
Valne of vessels oo oot it e i it iccecceccccacacenaaean 8412, 725
Value of Cargoes ..o .eieeees caeeiniaaeann vans e e taeanaaaa— $185, (20
Total valule Of ProPerty cooe o ciie et caaccerececaeeaaencaes cceeeaneas  $0Y8,345
Number of personson board vessels ... ... i iiiniiiiaiiiiniiannan.. 339
Number of persons 8aved .oo. oo it it iee ccveaaiameaaa e 338
Number of persons 108t. ... ceeeien it it e cii ceeeecnaane e 1
Nuwber of shipwrecked persous succored at stations.........cceeeee.... 51
Number of days’suceor afforded ...e.oooon it iiiiiciinotnaeacnannnes : €3
Valne of property saved . .. oceeamieiincieaiaeceiecceenaecnnncanna. 8406, €60
Value of property 1ost.. .. oooe ettt iie i cee e reee e 8191, 485
Number of’ disasters involving total loss of vessels. ... ................. 8

Tuwelfth District.

Number of disasters............ R 7
Value of VeRSEIS .. oo it it e cie it eaeeceene e menmnnaeanaeeee  $042,100
Valtie Of CaTOCS. . oo ottt et iaace ceaeie ceemameecacceaeenaee. $343,0C0

Total value of Property .. .coe oo it ioi et et cteccac smccersmmaneecans 81, 085, 1CO
Number of persons on board vessels ....... eeeeetteanacteccesecsnnnnnnn 404
Number of persons 8aved .c. cveevene ot cieeieiemenent e ceecsencannaans 402
Number of persons JoSt . ..o veueir i iiiecireiaiceececacccnnacecnnnns D]
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .................... 1
Number of days’ snccor afforded ... .ot ionriienaeae i 1
Value of property saved.... coooee ot iiiae i ce ceie i i e $349, 075
Valuo of property Jost. ...cee oo uiemin it ieicee aiiea i ieaen caen $236, 025
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessel8..cceeveiini i nn. None.

In addition to persons saved from vessels, there were twenty-one per-
gons rescued who had fallen from wharves, piers, &c., and who would
have perished without the help of the life-saving crews. The investi-

11514 L. 8——2




18 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

gations held after each case of loss of life show that the twenty persons
who perished were severally beyond human aid, and that in ne instance
could their loss be attributed to any failure in duty ou the part of the
life-saving crews. Two of themn were men so intoxicated that they in-
stantly drowned from a capsized boat; one was swept from a vessel by
the floods which burst over her when she stranded; eight probably per-
ished in a panic-stricken attempt to inake their way to shore in the
darkness, hand over hand, on the life-lines just sent them by the life-
saving crew, whose further action they should have awaited; two were
wreckers suddenly drowned by the capsizing of their own boat alongside
a stranded vessel ; two were fishermen, lost in the same way, two miles
from a station; four perished in endeavoring to swim ashore from a wreck
which the shot-line had already reached; and one, a woman, on board
the same vessel, was killed and knocked overboard by a blow from a
swinging gaff.

The number of dlsmstors during the year exceed by twenty-three the
nwnber of the year preceding, which was seventy-one more than in any
previous year in the history of the service. The amount of property
involved was 83,365,220 greater than in the preceding year, but the
amount lost was $124,434 less than that of the preceding year, while the
amount saved was $3,489,654 more. The number of lives lost was one
more than in the preceding year, but the proportionate loss of life be-
tween the two years is exactly the same. The assistance rendered dur-
ing the year in saving vessels and cargoes has been much larger than in
any previous year—three hundred and ninety vessels, which is fifty-three
more than in the preceding year, having been worked off when stranded,
repaired when damaged, piloted out of dangerous places, and similarly
assisted by the station crews. There were besides two hundred and
forty instances—one hundred and fifteen more than in the preceding
year—where vessels running into danger of stranding were warned off
by the night signals of the patrols, most of them thus being probably
saved from partial or total destruction.

In the year’s operations the surf-boat was used four hundred and
thirty-four times, making seven hundred and sixteen trips. The self-
righting and self-bailing life-boat was used fifty-eight times, making one
hundred and fifteen trips. Smaller boats were used one hundred and
forty-three times, making two hundred trips. The river life-skiffs at
the Louisville Station, Ninth District, were used twenty-eight times,
making thirty-five trips. The breeches-buoy was used seventeen times,
making one hundred and eighty-six passages. The wreck gun was em-

" ployed seventeen times, firing thirty-three shots. The rubber life-sav-
ing dress was used upon seven occasions. The heaving-stick was used
twenty-two times. There were landed by the surf-hoat four hundred
and seventy-two persons; by the. life-boat, two hundred and seventy-
two; by the small boats, seventy-seven; by the river life-skiffs, forty-
eight, and by the breeches-buoy one hundred and fifty-eight. A boat-
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swain’s chair was used in landing thirty wreckers'who had gone on board
to get a vessel afloat. Twelve persons were assisted to land by means
of a line which was held by a surfman on patrol. Two persons attempt-
ing to land in a dory were assisted ashore by surfmen wading into the
surf, while others held fast to lines attached to their bodies. Four were
rescued by means of a heaving-line and a hawser, the men sliding down
the hawser over the side of the vessel, while two surfmen with lines
around their bodies, held by their comnrades on shore, received them as
they struck the water and assisted them to land. Eight persons were
rescued by heaving-lines being attached to their bodies, the surfmen on
shore drawing in the lines while others waded in and assisted them
through the surf; and one was rescued from a capsized boat by a surf-
man jumping into the water and assisting him to land.

As previously mentioned, twenty-one persons were taken in various
ways from the water, into which they bad falten from wharves, piers,
&c.

The table given below contains a summary of results in the field of
life-saving operations since the introduction of the present system :

. GENERAL SUMMARY

.

Of disasters which hare occurred within the scope of life-saving operations from November 1,
1871 (date of introduction of present system), to close of fiscal year ending June 30, 1334.*

— Total numberof disasters....... ... i, 2,547
M Totalvalue of vessels. ... ..o i iiiiei e rcaaae caan $31, 665, 600
Total value of cargoes. ... ..o i e $15, 463,714
—~ Total value of propertyinvolved.... ... .. . . .o iiiiiaiiieaanaaana.. 847,129, 314
— Total value of property saved ... .. ... .t iiim i it aaa 332, 893, 346
= Total value of property lost. ... ..ottt it it iiia e e $14, 230, 968
= Total number of persons involved t. ... ... ... .. ...l 23,217
= Total nnmber of persons saved .. ... ...l 22,771
= Total number of liveslost} ... oo i i 446
Total nnmber of persons succored § ... ... .. iiiiiiiiiiiaaln. 4,261
Total number of days’ snecor afforded ... ... ... ... . il 11,627

* It shounld be observed that the opcmtlous of the Service during tlns permd have
been limited as follows: Season of 1871-'72, to the coasts of Long Island and New
Jersey ; seasons of 1872-774, to coasts of Cape Cod, Long Island, and New Jersey;
season of 1874-'75, to the coasts of New England, Long Island, New Jersey, and coast
from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1875-'76, coasts of New England, Long
Island, New Jersey, cqast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, and coast from Cape
Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1876-'77 and siuce, all the foregoing, with the ad-
dition of the castern coast of Florida and portions of the lake coasts, and during the
past four years the coast of Texas,
t Including persons rescued not on hoard vessels, .
t One hundred and eighty-three of these were lost at the disasters of the steamers
Huron and Metropolis—in the case of the former when the stations were not open,
and in the latter when service was impeded by distance—and fourteen others in the
same year owing to similar causes.
¢ Inclnding castaways not on board vesscls crubraced in tables
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LOSS OF LIFE.

The shipwrecks attended with loss of life during the year, within the
field of life-saving operations, have been six in number. A circuwmstan-
tial narrative of each case is herewith given.

WRECK OF A SKIFF.

The first fatal dizaster of the year tvook place on July 29, 1883, in the
neighborliood of the Watch Hill Station (Third District), Rhode Island.
At about 5 o’clock in the afternoon a skiff, with three men on board, be-
longing at Westerly, Rhode Island, was capsized in Watch Hill Cove
about two hundred feet from shore. The weather was clear at the time
and the sea smooth, but a fresh northwest wind was blowing with occa-
sional squalls. Themnen in the skiffwere very tnuch intoxicated, and, not-
withstanding the state of the wind, were carrying full sail. They were
-also, owing to their condition, all trying to steer at once, and were in
the midst of a wrangle for the possession of the helm, when a puff of
wind struck the sails, and the boat went over. Two of the men, proba-
LIy Lecause so full of liquor, were at once strangled, and sunk to the
bLottom without an effort. The third was sufficiently master of himself
to swim to the wharf and was saved.

The accident took place at a time of year when the stations on the
Atlantic coast are closed for the season, and the crews are off duty.
Watch Hilly as is well known, is a notable sammer resort, and has sev-
eral lotels, and Keeper John F. Nash, of the Watch Hill Station, who
was at his house onc-third of a mile distant, had his attention called to
what bad occurred by seeing the guests running down to the cove
wharf. He immediately hurried to the scene, and, learning what Lad
happened, leaped into a boat and pulled out to the spot where the skiff
bad capsized. There e could sce one of the bodieslying at the Lottom
of the cove, and at once fished it up with a boat-hook and put back
with it to the shore. It had then been under water for twelve minutes.
The body of the other man was recovered and brought in immediately
by other persons, having been submerged a couple of minutes longer.
Surfman Edward P. Clark, the first member of the station crew, had
meanwhile been attracted Ly the crowd on the wharf and come upon
tho scene, and be and the keeper, with the aid of Dr. Collins and some
otherg, at once fell to work to restore the two men by the method of
resuscitation practiced by the service. The effort was vigorously made,
and continued for an hour and a quarter. It was of no avail. At the
expiration of the time named, the physicians present pronounced both
men dead, and the corouner, after viewing the Lodies, had them removed
without inquest. 1t was quite evident that death in both cases had
been immediate.

WRECK OF THE STEAMER PROTECTION.

The second fatal wreck of the year was that of the steam tug Pro-

tection, and took place on the 13th of November, 1883, during a mem-
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orable storm on Lake Michigan. The tng was owned by the Vessel
Owner’s Towing Company of Chicago, Illinois. On the 10th of Novem-
ber, at 7 o’clock iu the evening, she started from Saint Joseph, Mich-
igan, with the schooner Arab in tow, intending to take the lutter ves-
sel to the west shore of the lake in the vicinity of Racine. The Arab
bad run ashore near Saint Joseph several days previously and had just
been pulled off the beach by the tug. She wasloaded with green hem-
lock lumber, and as she was leaking badly from her recentdisaster, sho
had two steam-puinps forward to keep her free.  On board the Protec-
tion were the captain, pilot, engineer, two firemen, a deck hand, a cook,
and a wrecking master—eight men inall. The people on the Arab con-
sisted ot her captain, mate, steward, three scamen, together with two
engineers and two firemen who were in charge of the steawm-pumps—
the whole number Leing ten.

At the time of starting there was bright moonlight, with light, airs and
an easy swell of the sea from the westxard. The night continued calm
and splendid, and the two vessels held their course west by north across
the lake without incident until about 4 o’clock in the morning, when
suddenly the people on the tug heard cries from the schooner, which
was about five hundred feet in the rear, and saw commotion on her
decks. The next sight was her sailors rushing aft, while the schooner
rolled over and plunged down by the head, sinking in a half perpen-
dicular position, and lying aslant in the water, with only about ten feet
of her port quarter sticking up. To this part of the vessel the sailors
were presently seen clinging, making the night echo with their eries.
In explanation of this astouuding spectacle, it came out subsenquently
that only one of the two steam-pumps on board had been. put in use,
one having been found sufficient to keep the vessel free. Ifor some
reason, bhowever, it became difficult to keep steam on the pump, and a
movernent was made to put the other one in operation. In the mean-
time the leak gained on the schooner beyond the caleulation of those on
board, and Lefore steam could be got up on the second pumnp, the catas-
trophe happened, the weight of the two pumps forward aiding to send
the bow of the vessel down. ,

No time was lost on Loard the tug in moving to the relief of the
schooner’s crew. The pilot instantly rang to stop and back the vessel ;
and now cosued another misfortune. In backing, the propeller canght
tlie tow-line and twirled it up like a reel until it stopped and disabled
theengine. Onecanimagine the general amazement. The tugz had all at
once become perfectly helpless, and could no longer move to the assist-
anco of the schooner's crew. In this exigency, a small boat was
Iaunched from her with speed, and rowed to the rescue. It was found
on coming up alongsido the wreck that one of her men, William Kelly,
an engineer of the pumps, bad been drowned. Ile had been standing
forvard when the schooner made her lurch for the depths, and (prob-
ably crushed by the overturning pumps) had goue down with her bows.
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Four of the men, clinging to the ansubmerged port quarter, were at
once taken to the tug in the boat, which presently returued and deliv-
ered the other five.

It is not without some show of reason that the idea of perfidy is at-
tached to the sea. There are times when it seems as if the elements
lay in wait to take advantage. Up to the moment when the tug had
fouled Ler propeller with the tow-line, she had been riding through the
light swells of a sea rich with moonlight, in a gentle and scarce-felt
western wind. The weather could not have been finer. But no sooner
did the propeller become snarled up with the line so that it could not
move, and the vessel lay helplessly drifting before the sea, than the
wind began to blow stiffly and the swells to rise. The men on board,

- geeing this sinister change, fell to work at once to free the propeller
from its tangle, and for four hours steadily worked at it. At the end
of that time the sea had grown so large that they were forced to stop.
By 10 o’clock in the forenoon it had Lecome a swollen ocean, before
which the vessel drove inertly, and the wind had gone to the northwest
and was blowing hard. ,

Amidst this gathering tempest the tug still rode splendidly, although
deprived of the use of herengines. At about 11 o’clock (November 11)
a large propeller, the H. C. Akeley, of Grand Haven, Michigan, laden
with corn and having a crew of eighteen men, surged up on the horizon
astern, and in response to the steam whistle of the Protection came
plowing down the stormy waste and took her in tow, heading about
north, or toward the Manitou Islands. The wind was constantly in-
creasing. By the afternoon it had become a fearful gale, the records of
the signal office at Grand Haven giving its velocity at fifty-two miles
an hour. The sea was also tremendous, and the Akeley began to make
very bad weather. She rolled heavily, and it was evident from her
motions that she had shifted her cargo. With every roll the seas
washed clean over her. At about 7 o’clock in the evening her steering
gear became disabled, her engines stopped, and she fell oft' helplessly,
broadside to the sea. Sail was made upon her, but the wind blew
away her mainsail and mizzen, and she could only drift like her consort,
the tug, which still continued in her tow. At 4 o’clock the next morn-
ing (November 12) one of her boats was swept overboard, and about
10 o’clock in the forenoon her smoke-stack toppled over and was
lost. All this time the tug hung on to her tow-line, but by swinging off
to leeward, so as to keep her head to the wind, she rode the seas much
better than the Akeley. The gale moderated somewhat during the after-
noon and the vessels continued to drift. At about 6 o’clock in the even-
ing the Protection found that the line was apparently unwound from
her wheel and that her engines would work, and supposing that she was
then about thirty miles from South Haven, cast off from her tow and
started for Grand Haven, the intention being to coal up and then return
to the relief of the Akeley. She ran about 10 minuntes, when it was dis-
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covered that the rope still clogged the wheel and the engine would work
ouly to back her. The only resource was to let her drift as before, which
she did all night. Iu this way she approached the land, and at about
9o’clock the next morning (November 13), she dropped her anchor about
half a mile oft the townof Saugatuck, on the eastern shore of Lake Mich-
igan. ‘ ‘

A great thiong of people soon swarmed upon the beach, summoned
by the screaming of her whistle. She lay some distance north of the
harbor piers, under a gloomy sky of driving cloud, riding well, though
pitching and tossing fearfully in the tremendous sea. Every other
instant her decks and the wind-blown figures of her men were shown
to the excited crowd as she rolled. A weft of awning, fastened to an
oar stuck upright in her bow, streamed and flapped in the gale as a sig-
pal of distress, and the screech of her whistles was never still. It
appeared as if nothing could be done for her under the surrounding
conditions. The state of the sea prevented any available boat from
getting out to her. Her entrance into the passage, forty feet wide be-
tween the piers, was equally forbidden, as the harbor mouth was barred
by a mass of monstrous breakers. After a hasty conference on the
part of some of the leading citizens present, it was decided to send for
the nearest life-saving crew.

This was at Grand Haven, but a telegram to that station soon brought
the news that the men were at a wreck nine miles to the southward.
Another dispatch was then sent to the keeper of the remoter station at
Saint Joseph, over sixty miles distant, asking him to come to the assist-
ance of the tug. Upon receiving it, th¢ keeper (William L. Stevens)
attempted to open communication with the district superintendent at
Grand Haven, but found that be had gone with the crew to the other
wreck, and at once decided upon responding to the call from Saugatuck,
despite the unusual distance.

After a couple of hours of intense activity,arrangements were effected
by Keeper Stevens with the agent of the Chicago and West Michigan
Railway for the transportation of the life-saving apparatus. A telegram
was then sent to Saugatuck announcing the coming of the life-savers,
The station was leftin charge of surfman No. 1, and the keeper and the
remaining seven men of the crew loaded the wreck ordnance and other
appliances, together with the mortar-cart, into a boat for ferriage across
the river. The passage was attended with serious risk, for a heavy sea
from the outside was bursting into the stream, making it rough and dan-
gerous. As a measure of safety a line was run across, and Ly this
means the boat with its load was pulled over. Upon landing the cart
was loaded up and trundled with all speed to the depot. There were
but ten minutes to spare before the time for the starting of the train,
and all hands fell to work to unload the mortar-cart and take it off' its
wheels, 80 us to get it into a baggage car, no flat-car being available. At
12.55 all were aboard and the train raced out of the depot on its way.
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By 3 o’clock in the lowering afternoon, the life-saving party reached
Richmond, on the banksof the Kalamazoo River, having run a distance
of fifty-one miles. The tug Ganges was awaiting them, sent by the peo-
ple of Saugatuck to transport them thither. In a few minutes the ap-
paratus was lugged on board and the boat steamed off. The distance
was thirtcen miles down a bending strean, so shallow that several times
during the voyage the tug rubbed bottom hard. By 5 o'clock in the
afternoon the life-saving party arrived, and landed near the light-house,
proceeding thence with the mortar-cart and its load to the beach abreast
of the wreck. The latter was still riding at anchor. Two attempts had
been made during the afternoon Ly fishermen and sailors to get out to
ler in a large Mackinac fishing-boat, hut were baffled by the violence
of the wind and sea. She was beyond shot-range, and nothing could
be done for the present except to keep the apparatus ready for imme-
diate use in case she should part her bawser and drilt nearer shore. It
was counsidered that so long as her anchor held she was safe.

At 6 o'clock the wind hauled to the northwest; flurries of snow thick-
cned the air, and there were signs of deepening tempest. The growing
force of the storm sharpened the vigilance of the watchers on the beach,
and the time passed until 9 o’clock, when all at once the whistles on the
tug broke out with shrill continuity in the distress signal. 1t was the
token that the vessel had begun to drag her anchor. To the men on
board this was a supreme moment. They had judged, amidst all anx-
iety, that they were in reasonable security so long as the tug held to
her moorings. It was now evident that the bull beneath them wonld
soon be in the rending and shattering breakers, and giving themselves
up for lost they shook hands all round and bade each other good bye,

On the beach it went like wild fire that the tug had begun to move.
The keeper and his men saw that her drift was to the southward, and
that she would fetch up, if anywhere, south of the south pier. It was
therefore necessary to cross the river, and the apparatus was at once
hauled to the bank, where Captain Kendrick, of the Government tug
Graham,received it on board and transported it to the other side. There
a force of excited citizens aided the life-saving crew to land and dragit
to the beach,abreast of which the drifting vessel was expected to strand.
Their aid was of great service, for the way was of the roughest descrip-
tion. A large pond on the inside of the beach compelled the landing
of the apparatus on the south pier, which was formed of crib-work—
that is, compartments filled to the top with rough stones—and these be-
ing uncovered, the crowd had to overlay witha track for the wheels of the
mortar cart, which they improvised by tearing up the plank walk made for
the use of the light-keeper. The cart was thus haunled along the pier until
the beach was reached, which, as usual with the lake beaches, was per-
feetly corduroyed with dritt-wood of every description.  Every onc that
could get at the drag ropes took a hold, and the cart went joggling and
plunging, drawn by main force,over the wild strew of obstructions. - The
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scene in the windy darkness and whirling snow, witl: the rough figures
of the toilers, the monstrous lights and shadows made by the lanterns,
and the roar of gale and sea, can be only faintly imagined. Theroad was
so nearly impracticable that, despite herculean labor, progress was slow,
and it was fortunate that when about half the destined distance was
achieved, a way considerably clearer of obstacles was found near the
sand-hills, thus enabling the haulers to make better time. The distance -
from the south pjer to the locality at which it was foresecn the wreck
would come in was about half a mile, and the best part of an hour was
consumed in reaching it. It was a place where the beich was about one
bundred feet wide, rough with stumps and thickly strewn with logs and
drift-wood. Backing it was a rampart of white sand-Lluffs, rising
abruptly, and crested with a dense growth of pines and underbrush.
Several fires kindled on the beach by the life-saving party were soon
straining in the wind, and the white fronts of the sand-banks, acting as
reflectors, threw the glare of the flames far out upon the mass of waters.
The same weird light aided the operations of the life-saving crew as
they hurriedly got the wreck-gun and appliances ready for action.
Meanwhile the tug had passed the piers and continued to drift on
her southward course, gradually working in nearer the excited congre-
gation the lit beach revealed to those on board. She drifted quarter-
ing, or half stern foremost, and her whole company were clustered ab
her bows, watching the shore. They had not known until now of the
presence of the life-saving crew, and the first hope they had felt since
the dragging of the anchor reanimated them as they saw in the vast
fluctuations of light from the beach-fires the files ot the life-savers and
their allies planging forward down the sands with the mortar-cart
behind them. They wcre thus braced as they entered their worst dan-
ger with the consciousness that organized effort was on foot for their
assistance. The storm appeared to angment as they approached tlhe
surf. Itis certain that the snow fell and whirle:dl around them in in-
creased profusion. The tug lifted and dropped like a dead hulk on
the surge'of an awful sea, staggering and quivering as she dritted
ander the shocks of the battering wind. Presently, when about two
hundred yards from the beach, she struck the outer bar with a great
crash. The sea at once made a clean sweep over her.  She con-
tinued to rise and fall, striking the Lar with shivering shocks, while
the floods burst across her from end to end, smashing and rending.
In a few moments the pilot house was broken in, the doors of the en-
gine-room and the cabin were beaten down, and théhall was half full
of water. One of the firemen, Williamm Grace, who was standing aft,
near the fantail, was swept overboard, and iuzstantly perished. The
tug continued to pound upon the bar, s'owly working over, sea after
sea sbhecting across her. In the midst of all the harly-burly, the spee-
tators on shore were astonished to see a young fellow get up quietly out
of the surf, and walk coolly, streaming with water, to a neighboring fire.
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It was one-of the sailors from the tug. He had put on a life-preserver,
plunged overboard, and, by one chance in a million, reached the shore.
Before long the vessel had pounded over the bar into deeper water,
.and at length brought up with her stern solid in the sand. The men
on board then slackened away the line which had been bent to Ler ca-
ble to give her scope to ride by, and she swung around with her stern
to the sea, which continued now and then to shoot over her. The wreck
gun was soon trained upon her, and the shot flew, carrying the line
across her stern. The line, bowever, parted near the shot, and be-
fore the men on board could seize it, a sea washed it overboard. A sec-
ond shot was immediately fired, and the line fell directly amidships,
where it was caught. It was now about 10 o’clock. By half-past 10
the hawser and hawling lines had Leen drawn out and set up between
the vessel and the shore; the breeches-buoy had been rigged on, and
the hauling home of the men from the wreck began.

The work was attended with no common difficulties. The hawser
and the tail-Llock of the whip-line had both been made fast to the tim-
ber-head or pawl-post, so that they iuterfered with each other, and al-
though thirty-five or forty men were pulling on the whip-line, it worked
very hard. The tug, moreover, was rolling heavily and continually forg-
ing ahead, which compelled the life-saving crew to constantly shift the
crotch aud readjust the hawser. As, despite incessant exertion, the
hawser could not be wholly kept from sagging, the convulsive roll of
the hull alone being sufficient to keep it from being made taut, it fol-
lowed that the men in the Lreeches-buoy were more or less dragged
home through the water, thongh with such rapidity that, as the keeper
testified, they left a streak of foam behind them. During the whole op-
eration, the snow came down in such a blinding whirl, that the tug was
nearly hidden from view, and the weather was bitterly cold. The men
landed from the wreck, and the men nearest the water landing them
had their clothing freeze upon them at once at the first contact with
the air. During the rescue, Keeper Stevens and two of his men, taking
the advance post of danger in order to be of the most service, stood
waist deep in the surf at the hauling lines, and immediately upon com-
ing out their clothes froze stiff upon them.

It was - half-past 10 when the first man was hauled ashore. At half-
past 11 the last oue of the fifteen on board was safely landed. Each
man as soon as rescued was taken to the fire and stimnulants given
him. As soon as they were all landed, twelve of them were taken in
the tug Graham up to the hotel at Saugatuck, where they were shel-
tered and provided with dry clothing and food. The cook of the vessel
got ashore in the worst condition of any, being so exhausted that he
was helpless. He was taken, with two others, by the keeper and surf-
man Lysaght up to the neighboring light-house, where they stripped
and rubbed him, and he was supplied with warm clothes by the kind
light keeper. These ministrations ended, the keeper and his man walked
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through the wintry night, with their clothes frozen stiff as buckram,
up to the hotel at Saugatuck, where they arrived. at 2 o’clock in the
morhing. The next afternoon the life-saving crew returned to the Saint
Joseph Station by the way they came, arriving early in the morning of
November 15.

In several marked respects, including the distance of sixty-four miles
traveled by the life-saving crew to effect their magnanimous purpose,
this case of rescue may be considered unparalleled in the annals of the
service. But for the gallant aid rendered them it is more than proba-
ble the fifteen men on board the Protection would have perisbed. It
will be seen that the efforts made by the brave citizens of Saugatuck to
get out to them in a boat were baffled by the terrible wind and sea.
Adrift in an unmanageable vessel, their places of shelter rapidly break-
ing away under the shocks of gale and wave, they would in all likeli-
hood have soon frozen to death, or become the prey of the surf, but for
the action of the little corps of life-savers.

It is a cause for double regret that the single life lost from the tug
was a needless sacrifice, due to the victim’s own rashness. He had been
repeatedly warned by his comrades of the danger of standing at the
stern, a position which eminently exposed him to the onset of the seas
breaking over the hull. He was a young man of twenty-five, a favorite
with all who knew him, and foremost in the efforts made for the safety
of the tug during her perilous voyage. The only relic of him was a
mutilated body, supposed to be his, which was found fourteen days after
the wreck on the beach ten miles north of Saugatuck.

WRECK OF THE BARKENTINK ELMINA.

The second wreck of the year which involved fatal consequences
within the province of the service took place on the 8th of January,
1884, near the Long Beach Station, Fourth District, New Jersey. The
vessel was the barkentine Elwmina, of Salscombe, England. Her com-
plete destruction, together with the loss of her entire crew, obscured her.
record at the time, but it was subsequently ascertained that she was
bound from Natal, Brazil, to New York, with a cargo of sugar in bags,
and that her crew consisted of eight men. The following narrative
gives the circumstances of her shipwreck so far as they could be estab-
lished by the sworn testimony obtained upon official investigation:

At nightfall on the 8th of January a violent east-southeast gale was
blowing on the New Jersey coast, the rain was coming down in torrents,
and thesnrf wasraging. Atabouthalf-past7intheevening two brothers,
Charles and Thomas Crane, who lived with their father a few hundred
yards south of the Long Beach Station, went down upon the beach to
haaul their fishing skiff out of reach of the tide, and while so engaged
8aw through the wind-blown deluge the red light of a vessel out in the
dusk on the sea. It disappeared alinost immediately, and the young
men concluded from its proximity to the shore that the craft to which
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it belonged had struck upon the bar, which was about two hundred
yards from shore. One of them accordingly ran to the life-saving sta-
tion to give the alarm, while the other hastened lhome to inform his
father, that the team which the latter was under engagement to furvish
upon occasion for station use might be harnessed and ready for the call.

The keeper of the station, James Sprague, at once sent for the lorses,
which in a few minutes were hitched on to the mortar-cart. The two
patrolmen out had returned to the station just about the time the keeper
bad been notified of the wreck, and the entire crew, therefore, together
with Mr. Crane and lis two sons, started away with the load of wreck-
ordnance and apparatus.

In a short time the party arrived opposite the vessel, which was
abreast of a point three-quarters of a mile south of the station. The
tide was just turning on the flood, ahd the smif was alrecady so high and
dangerous as to preclude boat service. The rain came driven on the
strong gale right from the sea, thickening now and then into violent

ain-squalls which made the dark air impeuetrable. Nothing could be
_ 8een beyond the distance of a few feet while these squalls lasted, but in
the intervals the vessel could Le descried two hundred yards away, ap-
parently on the outer side of the bar, her bows headed toward the beach,
her foresail and foretopsail set, and looking, through the downpour,
like some large phantom, dark against a deeper darkuess. A dim spot
of light, low down, vaguely indicated a lamp in her cabin.  Some chango
in her shape shortly after the arrival of the crew upon the ground de-
noted the clewing up of the foretopsail. The foresail remained set to
the last.

No time was lost in Leginning operations for the rescue. A red Cos-
ton light was burned to let the men on board kuow that help was at
hand, and a cheer, appavently from all hands, responded to the crimson
blaze of the signal. Mr. Crane was sent back with his horses to the
station for the surf-boat in case a possibility of using it should arise.
It Leing still low water, the apparatus was taken as near the surf as’
possible, and the gear arranged for setting up. The crew were ranged
on the crest of the beach, four or five feet fron the water.  Before them
was a towering rabble of breakers, through which a strong- current
swept to the southward. Behind them darkened away a level beach,
thiree bundred yards wide, ending in a ridge of beach-hills.

The wreck-gun was speedily placed in position, aim was taken with
the aid of the dim light visible on the vessel’s hull, and the shot-line
flew. There was no doubt that it reaclied its destination, for in hauling
upoun italittle, the men felt it sawing across something, but this sense of
contact soon ceased, and the linc came away, and was hauled back to
the beach. .

A second and a third shot were fired without result. The fourth shot
carried the line over the vessel, but was concluded to have fallen out of
reach, as it was uot bauled upon. It was now about 10.30, and by this
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time it was evident that the ship’s company were all aloft, for the heavy
seas were visibly tumbling in huge floods over the hull. The rain bad
somewhat slackened, and the vessel could be descried sharply carecned
to the northward, her bows to the shore, and her head appearing to Le
settling. It was a matter for general wonder that she did not work in
over the bar nearer the shore. With the wind, sea, and tide all urging
her, and all tremendous, she should have driven so near the beach that
the rescue of her men would have been swift and easy. The reason was
subsequently suggested to the officer who conducted the official investi-
gation, by an examination of the relics of the wreck. The probability,
amounting to a moral certainty, is that upon nearing the bar the crew
of the barkentine committed the fatal error of dropping the anchor. In
this case, the vessel wounld be held, unable to move forward, an object
for the sea to Leat to pieces.

Between this time and midnight the patrols from the Ship Bottom
Station to the north and Bond’s Station to the south appeared succes-
sively on the beach and were at ouce sent back to summon the crews of
their respective stations. Keeper Sprague and his men, deeply troubled
at the disheartening conditions under which they were working, were
yet stung to anxious effort by the consciousness that the rising tide
would soon drive them back to the very beach-hills; when with three
hundred yards added to the distance between them and the vessel, effort
would be impossible. The gun was thercfore again carefully trained
upon the wreck, aimed at the foretopsail yard, and fired. An iostant
after, above the stormy roar of the surf, a faint cheer came from the sea.
This denoted that the people on board had caught the line.

The life-saving crew at once fell to work like men inspired.  Quickly,
yet with extreme care, Keeper Sprague strictly superintending the op-
eration lest any mistake should be made, they bent on the tail of the
whip-block to the shot-line, widely spreading apart the double line of
the whip to prevent the two scctions from twisting together as it went
from them, hauled off into the darkness by the men of the barkentine.
The whip-line crept away slowly and steadily, nearly all of it Leing
taken from the reel before the cessation of its movement denoted that
the block had reached the vessel.

Ununder the hard conditions of the hauling it took the sailors in the
rigging an hour to get the whip-line out. Midnight had arrived, and
just then Keeper Marshall, of the Bond's Station, came upon the beach
with six of his men.

An appalling incident now occurred. Although negative in char-
acter, it was at once recognized as savagely sinister, and broke upon
the minds of the men with the startling force of catastrople.

The hawser had been bent on to the whip-line to be bauled out to the
wreck, and after waiting a reasonable time to allow the tail-block to Le
made fast by the sailors, to whom, being invisible, signaling ‘was im- -
possible, both life-saving crews manned the whip and began to pull
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away. Suddenly they found the whip-line tense in their hands, with
not an inch of give to it. Startled at the unexpected resistauce, they
strained violently upon the line, but without avail. Instead of circu-
lating through the block, taking out the hawser in its passage, as was
expected, it remained stifly drawn under the tension of the haulers,
like a rope made fast at the end. Under the circumstances, hardly any
occurrence could have been more dreadful.

The terror of the incident seemed intensified by a degree of quietude
which had strangely fallen upon the scene. The wind had suddenly
died away to almost a calm. This cessation of the airy tumnult induced
a sense of stillness, despite the noises of the surf and sea. All effort
to start the whip-line had ceased. The men could only stand in a sort
of stupor, gazing out into the roaring gloom at that specter, the mere
shadow or rough sketch of a vessel, which could be seen through the
quietly-descending screeu of rain with her masts sharply slanting to the
northward from the dark riot of waters on her hull. This was viewed
with the awful feeling that in all probability there was no help for the
wretched beings clinging invisibly to those black spars.

Presently, Keeper Sprague following the long recession of a sea, rushed
down into the edge of the surf as near the wreck as he could get, gave
a pealing hail, and asked if they could not clear theline. In the follow-
ing silence, it was thought by some ou the crest of the beach that a faint
voice came from the wreck. Of this, there is no certainty, nor indeed
likelibood.

The wind now went to the southwest, backed quickly to the south.
east, and blew again with frightful violence. The register at the near-
est Signal Service station gave its velocity at sixty-eight miles an hour.
Driven before it was a flood of rain mingled with volleys of scattered
spray from the breakers. The surf was rapidly swelling with the rising
tide, and added its menace to the growing fury.

At 1 o’clock Keeper Truax and six men from the Ship Bottom Station
arrived upon the beach, together with three men from Beach Haven.
The whole group consisted of twenty-c¢ight men. All hands now manned
the whip-line in another effort to make it work free. It was useless.
From the first, every known means had been employed to clear it, but
without avail.

By this time the tide was mounting to full flood and the surf had bLe-
come horrible. Wind, wave, rain, spray, were all commingled in a vast
and disorderly onset of tempest, deafening, blinding, drenching, batter-
ing, in & tremendous darkness lit only by livid flashes from the breakers.
The great seas were now bounding with terrific uproar upon the crest
of the beach where the crews were gathered, bursting far and wide in
sheeting foam, and spreading back npon the lower levels to the barrier
of sand-hills. Every other minute the ‘men were in imminent peril.
Frequently they were washed from their feet, regaining their foothold
in the seething flood by desperate struggle. They might have retreated
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to the beach-hills for safety, but, faithful to their conceived duty, they
braced themselves, hoping that so long as they kept near the surf, they
might yet.be able to pull from it some struggling sailor. It was felt
that the end was near. Through the dreadful chaos of the tempest,
the vague shape of the vessel could be half-seen, careened northward,
swarmed over with breakers, the masts almost dipping in the sea.. It
was evident that the hull must soon be smashed to pieces uuder the
weight of the avalanches flung upon it, and no praise is too great for
the indomitable men who held their perilous ground so staunchly, ob-
durate in the resolution to save what dying wretches chance might
sweep near the shore. The beach at length became so overswept that
to maintain a foothold on it was impossible. Even then, when the ne-
cessity of retreat was forced upon them, the yearning to rescue any cast-
aways that might get near land kept them from falling back to the
beach hills. There was an old wreck, the remnant of a hull, on the
beach near by, upon which the sand had gradually accumulated, form-
ing a sort of huge mound or hummock. To this elevation they betook
themselves in a body. The surf-boat was there as a means of escape,
and they were still near the breakers, which momentarily hurled sheet-
ing seas of foam around the base of their place of outlook. From this
post they still kept watch upon the sea.

About 3 o’clock there was heard through the deafening tumult a faint
but ominous crashing of timbers. Every eye was strained upon the -
gloom. The vessel had disappeared. At the samne moment both parts
of the whip-line snapped near the shore. All was over.

In the forlorn hope that some of the men from the wreck might still
be washed near shore, the brave group held their position. They re-
mained until nearly 4 o’clock. By this time the tide, which was extraor-
dinary, had reached its full height; the whole beach back to the very
hills was covered with a furious flood, which was tearing its way througb
the interspaces into the bay behind; and the old hull on which the
crews were gathered, overswept by the seas, began to rock and surge
dangerously in its bed. It was as useless as perilous for them to remain
longer, and launching the surf-boat they gained the beach-hills with
some difficulty, where they staid until 7 o’clock in the morning.

At about that hour the day broke drearily over the miserable scene
of shipwreck. The ghastly light revealed a barren waste of plunging
waters, from which a shapeless fragment of wreck protruded blackly,
and aun expanse of beach studded with salt pools left by the ebbing
tide, and strewn with fragments of wreck, life-bnoys, buckets, and the
like, which the sea had washed ashore. The ship’s name was discov-
ered from being painted on some of these. It has been mentioned that
the barkentine, as was subsequently learned, had a cargo of sugar in
bags, and it is an item of curious interest that among the great mass of
wreck débris of all sorts, widely scattered over the sands for miles, not
one of these bags was ever found. The sugar, of course, had dissolved
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and washed out of its envelopes, and the whole beach smelled of it for
days afterward, but there was not a trace of the guuny-cloth which had
covered it,

Some time elapsed before it was discovered that the number of the
lost crew was cight.  Ou the day after the wreck five of their bodies were
found—three of them near the Ship Bottom Station, one near the
Harvey’s Cedars Station, and one near the Loveladies Island Station—
all to the northward of the place of wreck.

It is probable, as already suggested, that the dropping of the bark-
entine’s anchor as she neared the bar, thus preventing her fromn driving
shecr ashore before wind and sea, was the primary cause of this fatal
disaster. The immediate cause was obviously the failure of the whip-
line to work in the block, and this falure was a standing mystery to
the life-saving crews. But three days afterward, on the 11th of Jan-
nary, Mr. Joseph K. Ridgway, an agent for the underwriters, was at
work with his men digging ouni the remnants of the wreck which had
Deen washed ashore, when he came upon the foremast aud yard, and
upon clearing away thoe sand found the whip-line, readily recognizable
Ly the red yarn woven into one of the strands, The secret was at once
laid bare. Instead of the whip being attached by the tail of the block,
both parts of the line were found to have been gathered together,
wound around the yard and tied twice. Of course in this position
the line was perfectly immovable. At first it seemed incredible that
sailors, who know so well the use of a tail-block, should voluntarily
bhave done such & thing as make fast the line below it. That their
action was optional, however, appeared the next day upon the further
discovery of the block, perfectly intact, with a piece ot its own proper
rope still in it. The inability of the life-saving crews to proceed with
the operation for sending out the breeches buoy to the relief of the
sailors was thus fully acecounted for. On the other hand,. the con-
duct of these hapless men in destroying their only chance for de-
liverance may be conjecturally explained with reference to their sit-
uation. Tle vessel lay canted over on her starboard side, with tons of
water momentarily thrown upon her hull. From these incessant fierce
burials there was but one place of refuge. This was up in the rigging,
whither tlere is no doubt the sailors betook themselves at an early
stage of the disaster. They clung to masts slanting giddily in dark-
ness over the awful tumbling of the seas, swayed to and fro and rock-
ing in their steps with every convulsive roll of the hull, and threaten-
ing every minute to topple down. Under the horrors of their condition
the men must have become quite unmanned, and it is probable that
when the whip-line reached them, afraid that the mast might fall at
any moment, and unable through terror to await their rescue when
there was a chanee, however desperate, of at once gaining the shore,
they solidly fastened the line and attempted to come in on it, sailor
fashion, band over hand. This view is confirmed by the fact that De-
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yond the cheer which greeted the arrival of the whip-line no voice was
heard from the vessel during the couple of hours before she went to
pieces. Had they attached the whip by the tail-block and nerved

themselves to remain on the swaying spar, a few minutes would have

sufficed to bring them safely to land by the breeches buoy. As it was,

exhanstion must have soon overtaken them, and they doubtless dropped

from the line one by one into the sea.

It will be seen how little is known of this melancholy disaster. The’
sorrowful story is resolved into the fact that eight men perished in
darkuoess and silence, amidst a doleful monotony of tempest, without
availing themselves of the means of escape the life-saving crews had
faithfully and ably supplied. All else that can be told relates only to
the efficiency of the latter, and it is their record that despite the dark.
ness and the gale, they laid the shot-line three times across the wreck,
and established the conditious of rescune. It is not their fault that these
conditions were not taken advantage of. The tragic fate of the poor
sailors has the offset of the skill brought into play to save them, and the
noble constancy which watched over them to the end through along
night of hardship and peril.

WRECK OF THE BRIG AUGUSTA.

A third wreck attended with loss of life was that of the British brig
Augusta, and occurred an eighth of a mile from the Block Island Sta-
tion, coast of Rhode Island, on March 24, 1884. The brig belonged at
8t. John, New Brunswick, and was bound from New York for that place
with a valnable assorted cargo, mainly of provisions. She had on board
a crew of eight men, her captain included, and one passenger. At about
twenty minutes of seven in the morning, the weather being thick and
rainy, the tide falling, and the surf low, she stranded, owing to the fog,
two hundred yards from shore, on the west side of Block Island. She
was immediately discovered by patrolman John Ball, who ran to the
station with the news, and by 7 o’clock Keeper Samuel Allen and
his men had boarded her, the sea then being quite smooth, and there
being no appearance of turbulent weather. The captain and crew were
brought ashore and cared for at the station, and the captain telegraphed
to his owners for orders. At half past fourin the afternoon he received
instructions to employ wreckers to get the vessel afloat, and the station
men reconveyed him and his crew to the vessel, and then returned to the
station.

A party of wreckers were engaged from the island by the captain
apnd they ran out a hawser and anchor and endeavored to heave the
brig afloat with the rising tide. It would seem that operations had been
delayed too long, for between 4 and 5 o’clock the sea, which had been
smooth all day, began to rise. By half past 6 the increase was alarm-
ing, the brig began to roll until her gunwales nearly dipped into the
water, and despite the heavy anchor which held her she was driven in

11514 L s—3
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almost her length, grinding and rasping over the rocks, broadside on.
When she finally brought up she lay in her rocky cradle. still rolling
fearfully.

Darkness soon began to fall, and the sea appeared to grow heavier.
The brig continued to rock and grind, and every now and then a great
leaf of water came sheeting over the gunwale. In a few moments her
seams began to open under the strain of her motion, and she leaked
badly. The wreckers saw that matters were getting worse rather than
better, and determined to make for the shore.

They had a large boat alongside and a small boat lying off to seaward
af a littledistance to prevent her beingdamaged. Thelatter was manned
by two young wreckers, second cousins, Alfred Dunun and J. A. Dunn, jr.
The men on board hailed them to approach, with the intention of land-
ing some of their own number in this boat, and the young boat-keepers
at once bent to their oars with the intention of coming up in the brig’s
lee. They were just rounding the stern, when a wave came rolling in
from behind, caught the boat on the broadside, and, quick as light,
flirted it over. A number of the wreckers had already got into the
large boat, while some were on board the vessel, but the sudden acci-
dent so astounded and stupefled them that they could only stand in a
sort of paralysis, seeing by the gleams of their lanterns the young men
struggling in the swells, but making no movement for their rescue.
Only an old man, the father of one of the victims, was roused by the
situation, and, frantically leaping into the ship’s yawl, which lay along-
side half full of water, tried, with a thwart for an oar, to paddle out to
them. He failed, and in a few moments the young men drowned before
the eyes of the terrified gazers, while the wretched father, exhausted
and like one dying, was only saved by throwing himself flat on the
thwarts of the boat, which was swept along, sea after sea rolling over
it, until it was cast ashore with its half-inanimate burden.

The wrec¢kers, appalled by the catastrophe which had in a manner
flashed upon them, hastily sought the refuge of the rocking vessel,
while some persons on the beach bounded away for the station. -

The keeper at once responded to the summons, and in a short time he
and his men were on the beach abreast of the brig with the surf-boat.
But noting the wild activity of the breakers which spread before him,
he hesitated to order the launch, fearing that once alongside, the crowd
of excited men would throw themselves in a mass into the boat, which
capsized in such a sea would leave no chance for life to any one. After
a few moments’ deliberation, he decided to send back for the gun and
apparatus.

They were soon brought, the station being not far distant. The first
shot from the Lyle gun laid the line across the foretop-gallant braces,
and the whip-line and hawser were soon aboard, but on attempting to
send out the breeches-buoy, the life-saving crew found to their sudden
discomfiture that the lines had fouled and would not move. The people
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on board had fastened them so near together that they had become en-
tangled, and every effort to clear them failed. Desperate at this exas-
perating stroke of fortune, the keeper now ordered the perilous launch,
rendered doubly perilous by the rocky shore over which the breakers
threw their floods. A torch was burning brightly on board the vessel,
and the way of the boat was lighted through the dangerous swells.
By 10 o'clock the lee of the wreck was reached, and with prudent man-
agement thirteen persons were got on board and safely landed. The
remainder appear to have taken heart and effected a landing in their
own boat. The brig was filling very fast when the boats left her, and"
during the night she bilged and became a total wreck.

It is evident that the loss of life in this case was purely accidental—
the affair of a moment and wholly unconnected with any action of the
life-saving crew. .
WRECK OF TWO FISHING BOATS.

No farther fatal disaster occurred within the limits of the service until
the 5th of May, 1884, when the lives of two fishermen were lost by the
swamping and capsizing of their boats in the mouth of the Columbia
River, balf a mile from shore and two miles southeast of the Cape
Disappointment Station (Twelfth District) Washington Territory.

The boats appear to have belonged to canning establishments, of
which there are a number in this locality, the business of catching and
putting up salmon having become considerable on the upper part of
the Pacific coast. The work of the catching is conducted in cat-rigged
boats, which with their nets and fitments are severally valued at from
$500 to $700. Each boat is invariably manned by two men, often total
strangers, not even knowing each other’s names, and commonly chang-
ing company every day. In the lower part of the Columbia River
there are annually employed at least two thousand of these boats,
manned by fonr thousaud fishermen. During the season the fishing
goes on day and night, and it is a common sight to see a thousand
boats at a time plying their occupation at the mouth of the river. For-
merly the men did not fish below Astoria, but gradaally, daring the
last three or four years, tempted by the desire to make large catches,
their fleet has crept down lower and lower, until finally the channels
below S8and Island, which is in the river’s mouth, are thickly studded
with its sails, and the daring fishermen even venture over the shoals
to the outer edge of the bar at the entrance, where the sea may readily
and swiftly become tremendous. Thus it will be seen safe fishing
grounds have been exchanged for others terribly perilous. In a clear
atmosphere the risk is less, as in the event of the sea beginning to
rise the approach of danger may be seen from afar, and the boats can
have time to get away, even at the sacrifice of their nets, which are of
considerable value. But in thick or foggy weather, or at night, the case
is very different. When the tide turns to flood it encounters the strong
flow of the river, and instantly, although the sea may have been at dead
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calm a moment before, it becomes all feather-white with foam. If at
the same time, as frequently happens, a strong west or southwest wind
springs with the turn, the ocean heaps up in stupendous ridges and
pours in over the bar in undulations as terrific as the eagre of the
English estuaries or as a tidal wave. There may be then hundreds
of boats outside. Unless the atmospheric conditions are such as to
have enabled the fishermen on board to see the change, they find the
tranquil waters npon which they were floating, suddenly exchanged
for a sea yawning and cleaving in all directions, and their boats
thrown in confusion in and out of the troughs of monstrous surges
or overcombed by unexpected waves. The effect to the victims is that
of an awful transformation scene. They are caught in an immense
snare, almost instantaneously created for their destruction, and for-
tunate, indeed, are they who do not perish. How many are lost an-
nually is not known. There is reason to believe that the number is
considerable. Boats and nets, more or less damaged, are frequently
picked up on Sand Island or on the river shores, as many as twenty hav-
ing been discovered at one time. Occasionally one or two bodies are
found. It is more than suspected that the annual mortality from this
class of wrecks is great, although data in the matter are almost wholly
wanting.

This statement explains the disaster of May 5 previously referred to.
At about half past 4 o’clock in the afternoon of that date Keeper
Alfred T. Harris of the Cape Disappointment Station had ascended,
with the purpose of maintaining a good lookout, to a high point of the
cape on which the light-house stands. The weather was clear, but a
strong westerly wind was blowing and the sea was very high. As
the keeper stood, in company with the Signal Service observer, look-
ing over the great expanse of rough water, he saw through his glass,
at a distance of about two miles, a fishing boat, with two men in it,
swamp in the outer breakers beyond Sand Island, and then capsize.
He immediately ran down hill with the observer to the store of the
post-trader, where he fortunately found some men, from whose num-
ber he got a crew of Bix volunteers. Without further delay than served
to rig this crew in the cork life-belts of the service, the surf-boat was
launched from the station and rowed with vigor to the scene of disas-
ter. It was all up hill and down dale across the watery ridges and hol-
lows, the waves being so high that they could not be looked over from
the boat when she went down into the troughs, but in thirty minutes
the distance of two miles was achieved, and the life-saving crew came
upon a capsized boat with a man lashed to it. Every sea swept com-
pletely over him. His companion was gone. A fury of excitement
went through the crew, and the surf-boat fairly jumped under the oars
to the rescue. It was but the work of a minute to cut the man’s lash-
ings and he was landed on board. He was no sooner safe than the
keeper discovered by the different color in which she was painted that



{

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 31

the wrecked boat was not the one he had seen capsize. As the surf-
boat rose to the crest of the wave he looked all around, but could
descry no sign of the first disaster; the second had evidently taken
place while the surf-boat crew were on their way. Seeing a group
of fishermen on the beach at Sand Island, the keeper gave the order
to pull ashore, and on arriving gave the rescued man into their care,
and learned from them that s boat had just drifted in, which, on a
hasty inspection, proved to be the boat that had first been seen to
capsize. The surf-boat, which had reached the shore half full of water,
was at once hurriedly bailed out, and desperately pulled off again
to windward in the direction where the wreck had been seen to take
place. The keeper kept his eyes strained upon the sea. Finally, by
careful watching, he saw, when about five hundred yards from the
shore, a black object weltering on the foam of the breakers. It was a
huge net, all tangled into a bunch, sustained by its cork floats, with a
man’s head in the center of it. The head was only at times above
water. Every other moment the surf broke seething over the whole
mass, and it is marvelous how the man clung to life as he did under
thesesuffocating inundations. Thesurf-boat crew understood at a glance
the plight he was in, and, with a rousing cheer, bent to the oars, and
lifted the boat at almost a stroke over the breakers to his side. Every
hand clutched at him and he was dragged on board. He was nearly
lifeless and quite unable to speak. The difficulty of disentangling him
from the net is quite indescribable. It was found to be snarled up
almost inextricably around ‘his limbs and body, and there was not a
button of his clothing which was not wound up in its meshes. His res-
cuers worked with feverish haste, for there was immediate need for
getting him ashore, and after some delay they succeeded in freeing him
from the net, and headed the boat for the station. The men stripped
off their coats to cover him, and all the way one man was employed in
chaflug his feet and hands to restore the circulation of blood as much
a8 possible. Immediately upon reaching the wharf the port surgeon
was sent for, and the nearly lifeless man was carried to the station,
where stimulants were given hin, and he was stripped and put to bed,
rubbed well with flannels, rolled up in hot blankets, and bottles of hot
water and hot irons put at his feet. In two hours he was able to talk
of his rescue.

The whole adventure lasted from 5 to 7.30 o’clock, a period of the
fiercest excitement for the little group of life-savers. Few can realize
the intensity of wild passion which goes to the accomplishment of a
rescue. In this case the narrowing down of the interest in each suc-
cessive instance to a single human life created a keener thrill than
had ever before visited the station. The name of the second man res-
eued, a8 will be seen, from the very brink of death, was William Hanter,
He was unable to give the name of the man who had been with him in
the boat, and who was drowned. The name of the man first saved was
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" not obtained, owing to the hurry of re-embarking for the second rescue,
nor could the name of his drowned companion be learned. In both cases
the disaster was due to the men remaining out too long in the effort to
save their nets, and being caught by the inrush of the seain its powerful
first flood, and it manifestly belongs to the category of disasters which
might be prevented by the prohibition of the fisheries below Sand
Island. Besides the peril to the lives of the men engaged in the work,
there is the serious danger to navigation, with another involved hazard
to human life, arising from the presence of the nets in the channels be-
. yond the bar. It has been shown a few pages back, in the case of the
. steamer Protection, how that vessel was lost by her propeller becoming
fouled with cordage. We may yet have to deplore the fact that some
one of the large steamers plying in and out of the Columbia River had
her screw wound up in the meshes of a net, at once became nnmanage-
able, and falling off, broadside to, in the mountain surges of the Pacific,
went to utter destruction. Such a calamity can only be averted by
prompt legislation.

WRECK OF THE S8CHOONER L. AND A. BABCOCK.

A rotten vessel which went to pieces within two hours, the schooner
L. and A. Babcock, was the last fatal wreck of the year within the
scope of life-saving operations. The disaster occurred on the 26th of
June, 1884, some time after the stations on the Atlantic coast had closed
for the season, and the crews were off duty. It appears that the
schooner, which was owned at Absecon, New Jersey, sailed on the 23d
of June from Philadelphia for Boston, with a cargo of hard coal, having
on board a crew of six men, and one passenger, a woman, the wife of
the mate. - At about four o’clock in the afternoon of t