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ORGANIZATION

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

(In conformity to Act of Congress approved June 18, 1878,)

SUMNER L. KIMBALL, General Superintendent.

WiLLIAM D. O’CONNOR, Assistant General Superintendent.

CaPT. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector of Life-
Saving Stations.
CAPT. GEORGE R. SLICER, United States Revenue Marine, ) Superintendents of Con-
CaprT. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue struction of Life-Sav-
Marine, ing Stations.

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS.

First District. —CAPT. RUSSELL GLOVER, United States Revenue Marine, Portland,
Maine.

Second District.—CAPT. DANIEL B, HopGspoN, United S8tates Revenue Marine, Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

Third District. —LIEUT. GEORGE E. MCCONNELL, United States Revenue Marine
Bay Shore, New York.

Fourth District. —LIEUT. CHARLES H. MCLELLAN, United States Revenue Marine,
Tom’s River, New Jersey.

Fifth District.—LievT. W. A. FaiLING, United States Revenue Marine, Chinco-
teague, Virginia.

Sixth District. —LiruT. EDWIN L. WADE, United States Revenue Marine, Norfolk,
Virginia.

Seventh District.— * * *

Eighth District. —CAPT. LEONARD G. SHEPARD, United States Revenue Marine, Gal-
veston, Texas.

Ninth District.—CAPT. JonN G. BAKER, United States Revenue Marine, Oswego,
New York.

Tenth District.— * * *

Eleventh District.—Lir.ut. FRANK H. NEwcoMB, United States Revenue Marine,
Chicago, Illinois.

Twelfth District. —CaprT. Jonx W, WHITE, United States Revenue Marine, East
Oakland, California. N

LiEvT. CHARLES F. SHOEMAKER, United States Revenue Marine, on special duty,
Washington, D. C.

L1EUT. THOMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue Marine, on special duty, Wash-
ington, D. C.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS.
First District.—JonN M. RIcHARDSON, Portland, Maine.

Second District.—BENJAMIN (', SPARROW, East Orleans, Massachusetts.
Third District.—HEXRY E. HUNTTING, Bridgehampton, New York.
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Fourth District.—JoHN G. W. HavENS, Metedeconk, New Jersey.

Fifth District. —BENJAMIN S. RICH, Onancock, Virginia. )

Sizth District.—JosEPH W. ETHERIDGE, Manteo, North Carolina.
“ Seventh District. —CHAMPLIN H. SPENCER, Daytona, Florida.

Eighth District. —WiLLIAM H. HuTCHINGS, Galveston, Texas.

Ninth District.—DAvID P. DoBBINg, Buffalo, New York.

Tenth Distriot. —JEROME G. K1AH, Sand Beach, Michigan.

Eleventh District.—NATHAN:EL ROBBINS, Benton Harbor, Michigan.

Twelfth District. —CAPT. JOUN W. WHITE, United States Revenue Mariune (Acting),
East Oakland, California.

ASSISTANT DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT.

Third District. —NI1CHOLAS BALL, New Shoreham, Rhode Island.
BOARD ON LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES.

CapT. FRANK R. BABY, New York City, President.

Cart. J. H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector Life-Saving
Stations. .

CaAPT. D. A. LYLE, Ordnancoe Department, United States Army.

LieuT. T. D. WALKER, United States Revenue Marine, Assistant Inspector Life-
Saving Stations, Recorder.

BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, Superintendent Second District, Life-Saving Service.

Davip P. DoBBINS, Superintendent Ninth District, Life-Saving Service.

Jounx C. PATTERSON, Keeper Station No. 1, Fourth Distriot, Life-Saving Service.

'



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE, '
Washington, D. C., November 24, 1882.

Sir: Ihave the honor to submit the following report of the operations
of the Life-Saving Service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and
of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for the maintenance of
the Service for that period, in accordance with the requirements of
section 7 of the act of June 18, 1878.

A compilation of the statistics of wrecks and casualties which have
occurred on or near the coasts and on the rivers of the United States,
and to American vessels at sea or on the coasts of foreign countries,
collected under authority of the act of June 20, 1874, is included.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

SUMNER 1. KIMBALL,
General Superintendent.

Hon. CHARLES J. FOLGER, -

Secretary of the Treasury.
¢






OPERATIONS

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

188R.

(O]






REPORT

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

¥
OPERATIONS.

Document No. 424,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. ;
Life-Saving Service.

There were one hundred and eighty-nine stations embraced in the Life-

Saving Establishment at the close of the last fiscal year. These were
distributed upon the sea and lake coasts as follows :
First District (coast of Maine and New Hampshire) .....ccoveceeeoaenaaanan.. 7
Second District (coast of Massachusetts) ......cceeieeieceeioaeceeecacanscnne 15
Third District (coast of Rhode Island and Long Island) ................. ceeene 37
Fourth District (coast of New Jersey)...c.cceeeceeecaioee ioeceesocaneaacenas 40
Fifth District (coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles)........... . §
Sixth District (coast from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras)...................... 24
Seventh District (eastern coast of Florida)....ccceeniieiiiiiiianiieaiiannnn. 5
Eighth District (GUIf CORSE) . .. nnnnneeceeaes cenneneeeeeen e e eeencnnnes 5
Ninth District (Lakes Erie and Ontario).......ccceoeeeeiinieioiiiceecaacanans 10
Tenth District (Lakes Huron and Superior).....ccccoieceiciciacaacicancas saue 12
Eleventh District (Lake Michigan)....c..coeiriiiarniimmioieeiaenianne. eee 16
Twelfth District (Pacific CoaSt).....ocieiieieamatimieieciccetacacecacaneaces 7
0] 7 189

Of the above stations,one hundred and forty-four were on the Atlantic,
thirty-seven on the Lakes, seven on the Pacific, and one was at the Falls
of the Ohio, Louisville, Kentucky.

The periods of the employment of surfmen at such ofsthe stations
as were manned with crews daring any portion of the year, which pe-
riods respectively constituted what is termed the active season, are
shown by the following statement:

Employment of surfmen, season of 1881-'82.

Tt o
. .14
-1 PR-E -
2 Stations. 23 ,Sé Period of employment.
[1,2,3,4,5 6,808 7 cceeeiinnnene : 7| 4 Septo
1, 1
1‘ 1,2,3,4,56,and 7. 7 49 Decemberl 1881, to April 30, 1882, inclusive.
f 11,2,3, 4,5 6,7,8,9, 1o ll 12, 13 14 - 15 90 ' September 1 1881 to November 30, 1881, inclu-
d 15. .
21 1,;?:«24 5,6,7,8,9,10, 11,1213, 14, 15| 105 . Decembcrl 1881, to April 30, 1882, inclusive.
and 15. J

an
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Employment of surfmen, season of 1831-'82—Continued.

The Seventh District, comprising the eastern coast of Florida, is
excluded firom the foregoing statement for the reason that surfinen are
not employed at the stations, which in this case are simply provisioned
houses of refuge, the character of the Florida coast for the most part
making escape from stranded vessels comparatively easy, aud the main
danger to shipwrecked persons being of perishing from hunger.and thirst
after gaining the shore, as the region is very sparscly inhabited. The
houses of refuge are in the charge of keepers, who with their families are
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required, after every storm, to search the beaches for several wiles in
opposite directions, as a further protection to such persons as may have
been cast ashore.

STATISTICS.

According to the reports of the district officers there were two hun-
dred and eighty-seven disasters to documented vessels within the field
of station operations during the year. There were two thousand two
hundred and seventy persons on board these vessels, of whom two thou-
sand two hundred and fifty-eight were saved and only twelve lost. The
estimated value of the vessels involved in these disasters was $3,266,080,
and that of their cargoes $1,492,277, making the total value of the
property imperiled #4,758,357. Of this amount $3,099,987 was saved,
and $1,658,370 lost. The number of vessels totally lost was sixty-seven.
In addition to the foregoing there were nfty-eight instances of disaster
to smaller craft, as sail-boats, row-boats, &c., on which were one hundred
and twenty-eight persouns, all of whom were saved. The property in-
volved in the latter disasters was 87,870, of which 86,470 was saved
and 81,400 lost. The results of all the disasters to vessels within the
scope of the service, including the smaller craft, aggregate, therefore, as
follows : .

Total number of diSaSters. ...oueeie ceeeiieiiiaeioeaiiacaaiaaeaene, 345
Total value of property involved.. ......ccvveeieeiecnrininenanannnn. $4, 766, 227
Total value of property saved.... ... vemean e eeenieene [ cevee. $3,106,457
Total value of property 108t.......cce ioeaae ot iiiiieneiiraiieiianeanen 81,659, 770
Total number of personsinvolved.... ....cociaeieeieieraaaiaanan. 2,398
Total number of persons saved.........cveciiiiemienaceiiianenann.n 2, 386
Total number of persons 108t ....ccc.ieiiiiiniiiaiiieaeeannennns 12
Total number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.............. 468
Total number of days’ succor afforded................ . 1,379
Number of vessels totally 108t........cvieiiieiaeaeninniceann ceeneee 67

The apportionment of the foregoing statistics to the Atlantic, Lake,
and Pacific coasts, respectively, is shown in the following table:

* Including the river station at Louisville, Kentucky.
i Including 18 persons not on vessels in tables.
¢ Including 45 days’ succor to persons not on vessels in tables.
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The apportionment to the several districts is as follows:

First District. -
Number of disasters. ... ..cciuetiit it iiiiit i iiiiiiaceteaeaenaaaann 42
Value of vessels. ..co.uueeeaae e ieeaceaaceaacnaecancancaenncennnens $161, 45(
Value of CArgOoes. ..ot it iait e cieticaeaccaaaaeeeaecanacennanan $:36, 00C
Total value of Property .. ... cccer i cieeiaie e ceceeacaeaneacanannaas 2197, 450
Number of persons on board vessels........cccocuoiteeiineaiiieacanaannn 206
Number of persons saved.............cc...... e eee e eecteceeeseeaaanas 206
Number of persons 108t .....coc.uenimiiiii oo iiiiiiiiaceecaaeaeaeaann None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ..................... 1
Number of days’ succor afforded .......ccccoeeieeiiaeaireaenacennnnnnn 11
Value of property 88ved .......cccueuiooceioaaeeaeecneenneeeannnaana §169,150
Value of property 108t. .. ... .cuiunoieieiiii it iaiai e ceeaiaae s 28, 300
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels..........ccooveeenannn.. 4

Second District. .

Number of disasters.. ... coieieeiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaieaiiaaiilionasl eeee

Value of vessels. . ......ceeieioenoiiiiiiaetiaiaciaieeeanteaaaeeanaans

Value of CAPEO0e8. . .cuu et it et atieciee it ateeacaneetaaaeaaan

Total value of property........ ..o ciiioiiiiieiemeeaioteetacaceaaaan

Number of persons on board vessels. ... ......cceeieieeiereneacaeanecaans

Number of personssaved......cooeeceeiniareaaaannn.

Number of personslost. ... ....cccoiieiioiiiitiaianiaiacatineaeeaennanan

Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ................c.... 51
Number of days’ succor afforded ... ..cececoeoeaiaiaeeeaoaniaranacaaann 89
Value of property 8aved.. ... ccceeeoietaiaianiineieacnaiaercnenaa... $207,705
Value of property 108t.......cceeeieeeietaiaenieeaeenaecacacnncanaeancnns $61, 675
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels............... ........ 8

Third Distrigt.
Number of disasters........cooviiiir i it e 30

Value of vessels...........coiuiiimiiiiiiiii i iiiiiiiiiaieieeeieaenanea.. $354,510
Value of cargoes......cceuiiieneiiiiieiiiiiicieieieaneaecenananaeeea. $97,955
Total value of property.......coei ittt ciiieeene... $452,465

Number of persons on board vessels.........coueieiiiiieeeaaarraneecnann. 212
Number of persons saved...... . ® . i iiiiiiiiaiiiciaeaaeaneaaan 212
Number of Persons 108t. . ... i oot i iiecaerecrceeecacaneennnn None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ..................... 49
Number of days’ succor afforded .......oc.ioiiiiiiiniieiiaiaaacnacnns 163
Valne of property saved........ccc.ecieiieacereacccacecaccancncascsncanes $320, 305
Value of property 108t. .ccoen caeeoeiinoiiniiaeaecaaaann . $132, 160
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...........cceenveennne. 8
Fourth Distriot.

Number of disasters. ... .....cuioiriitoiieiiiitiieciceteanonceaneans 39
Value of vessels. ... ..o uieeeiiearteeecacenecrccacaceacececscasscconnns 8514, 095
Valueof Cargoes. ... ... . it iiitiiiiiiaatiaiiitenectcatncancnecenaans 8485, 067
Total value of Property ......cc.ceiiiatoaeaeeiiecatoaeecasenceeseenancans £999, 162
Number of persons on Loard vessels........cciciiirieieaciecnrnnaananas 7
Number of persons saved................. eveacerscectecactcesecsrecrnnna 273
Number of persons 108t.......coien it iiiii ittt iii it tteecacananan. 1
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations...................... 9
Number of days’ succor afforded .. ..... ..o iiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 416
Value of property saved.....ooeieiiieiiiiiiaiiiieneacnenennnenen... $396,452 -
Value of property lost............... feteteeeeieeaeeaeaaa.. $602,710

Number of disasters involving total loss of \essels ....................... 6
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Fifth District.
Number of di8a8terS..ccueaeee caeenietiereeeierireieieieneeecannceennns 33
Value of vessels ................ e ceetctececteancecccecacsasancnacnann $299, 240
Value of CArgoes.....coceeeieenninenennenan et eeecccaaccecaccsaaan 8157, 860
Total value of Property....ceee e ieeeaeieiiieecneecerecenaneceeceenena. $457,100
Number of persons on board vessel8......cccveurieemneiiiieiiaacaans 222
Number of Persons BAVed. .c.ceeeieenacetanciecacarroaasceraasceanasenns 220
Number of persons 108t . ... coceeeceeneniececeoceeacececnecaccacoceccens 2
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ..cccecoeceeeennncaee 71
Number of days’ succor afforded .........cocioivinmeiaanaa.s e cacaenaaas 207
Value of property saved.. . ... oneiiiineueeeracecarancneeeeneancenns $331, 085
Value of property lost.......cccooovvennnen. e eecececcsacesacaaacannnaann $126, 015
Number of disasters involving total loss of VeBSelS. ... eeennnninennnenns 12

' Sixth District.
Number of QdiSA8terS. ... .ccvutieir oottt cieieeeiarecnaraannn 10
Value of ves8018.. e eeeeneeeeienececaeceacasanannnennenennnnnnna $137,500
Valne of CArZOe8.. ..o oe it ieee i aeacaaecaceeaancacannnaccsanaeeaaneeas $100,075
Total value of property. .. .. ..cocieeioiiieeacracnanneaeanan veeeeenann $237,575
Number of persons on board vessels.. .. ......ccieiiooiiiiiaeniaanannn 93
Number of persons saved ... ... ... iioiiiiii it e 86
Number of persons 108t. . ..ottt ii ittt aacccaaeaann 7
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations..................... 43
Number of days’ 81ceor AffOrded ... ..ou o veeeeenneeneeneeneancennaneeannn 153
Value of ProPerty 8AVed.. .. .. ....eeenennnneeeennnrnnanannensnioeennnanns $150,700
Value of property 108t .. .. .. ocueieiriiii it ie i iieaai i iccaaaaaana-.. $86,875
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels........................® -7

Seventh District.

(There were no disasters in this dlstnct during the fiscal year within the field of

station operations.)
Eighth District.

Number of disaBter8...covietae it ittt iiiiaiiiciiiiiiti e et rannaaan 13
Valne of vessels. . .. .cceuennnnoiieeceeieeeieaceananasancansnacennnen-anaa $54,700
Valne of CArgoeB.. .. .coiviiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccetatenccceainccncnsnanas 88,300
Total value of Property......ccoceeeeon ciiiiiiimiieciacecenececcennnneees $63,000
Number of persons on board vessels. . .......ccoceeiaiaiaiaiaeccacnannnn 56
Number of Persons 8avVed.........cuneeceeeaeaeeecnvcaccaeacoancaaaeanes 56
Number of persons 108t.. ..o iooeeniiieat ot iiii i iiceiaeanacaaecanes None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ..................... 1
Number of days’ succor afforded ...........ciiieiroieiariaaiaaancnaans 10
Value of property 8aved.. ......ceueoaeciiascaceneaencacsaracacen-aene  $49,200
Value of propertylost.......coeeeoeieeeeicaeiceececeacaccaaneeceanaan S13,800
Number of disasters involving totalloss of vessels...............ccoienann 3

Ninth District.
Number of disa8ters.cccunn oottt iiiei et aececencteceaaaceaneannnnn 61
Value of vessels. . ... .ccoeuoiiie it aiiiece i aieceaecaceanceaacaanenaaa. $689;980
Value of CATZOOB. oo ounneiee aacaeaetaaaaaeaaaeeeneeensenanaeenena. $371,865
Total value of property.........ccoiceoiiiiiaeeeeelecnicnennn....-.81,061,845
Number of persons on board vessels...... ... ...cciieiominneiiinniannnnn 665
Number of persons B8Ved.....ccc.enniiaiiiiiiiiiieiieneeienaeeannanans 665
Number of persons 108t . ... ccouenieiitiiiiiaeaieiiiactiiaiaaeiananannn None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations............c.coce-nun 25
Number of days’ succor afforded. ...........cooieinmiiiiiiiiiiiiien. 74
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Value of property saved.....coc.oeveinitiiiineniiitiieenaaannen e §Y27,810

Value of property lost.. ... ... i iiiicei i - §134, 035
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessel§....................... 6
Tenth District.

Number of disasters.......counoimiooi e 18
Value of vessels.. ..cceniooien o ceie et cececaacacioccccncnaccnncnana.. 8161,465
Value of CATZOeS. . oo oot i it aiietcoee ettt ameeacecaecaaennn 818, 250
Total value of property...... ..ccoeimeieiiiiiiiieieaeiieearaieecaen... 8179,715
Number of persons on board vessels........c.ceeiemiiiaiiiionaneicnnnn. 106
Number of persons 8aved ........oooieiioeen i it iieea e 106
Number of persons 1ost. ... ceee it it cieiiaaan s None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations..................... 10
Number of days’ succor afforded . ...... oo iiiiiiiiii .. 16

Value of property saved.....oco oo iiiiiiiii ittt aia e, $163,995
Value of property 1o8t.....ceecnieeeiciiaiiiieieieineneeeeeeenennna.. §15,720

Numbyr of disasters involving total loss of vessels........................ None.
Eleventh District.
Number of di8a8tEIS.ceeetieeen core cacacesecceecnnceronsaceescnnnnnnans 61
Value of VesBel8. .o caee o cein taceieccceienaceccccceacas sonecnecaaanances $395, 615
Value oOf CAIZO0eS ceeeer iovurrtemeeiiictetieeatcsaesesecncrccaconnnns cann 85, 545
Total value of Property.coc.. cooeen et iieioeeairiieicaticeaeevaacnnane. $481, 160
Number of persons on hoard vessels...........ccceiveeann... ®eeeaeieaan. 311
Number of persons 8aved .....cccuecnieieeeieiieneeiaeecseescenecnenn. 309
Number of persons 108t ... cvueeeann ciiiimeerieiacaeeeaennie caneee 2
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ..................... 58
Number of days’ succor afforded. ... coce cineieoieniaicaancaaceaaannnn 132
Value of property 8aved coeeee councaceeecaacanccne cecanaocaceccoccs cacnnn $388, 985
Value of property 1ost ... ..o i it ie e ieiccitceaacticana e 892,175
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...... .o eeenianaa.o. 6
Twelfth District.
Number of diBasters coeuee covmnt it et iiiii it ieteee oot 7
Value of vesselS..ucue ceieiieennimeeneiieeiacenecnnnns eeeeerceeae e 8315, 000
Value Of CAIZOeB . .cceeeeceeiieen caetiecneecacaenceacencsanssosencanan $52, 375
Total value of Property....c..cecen cueeaoaecaeececcceeccaecacecace anenn- $367,375
Number of persons on board vessels .....ccc...... eeeetedeeeeeeceeaaeaan 91
Number of persons saved ... .. ..o iimemn it aeiaacaeaa et caaan, 91
Number of persons lost ....... e ececeeecacceecesecacacesaaccesoecnn anaan None.
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.........c.ceeeeenen.. 32
Number of days’ succor afforded ..... e teeectimsectieseansccaacttanasasaans 43
Value of property 8aved -..c.cceeeemeeettnmcee iocnceceeencnncnsnaecennens $1,070
Value of property 108t .. .c.ceeeeeceaeeaacn caacceececcesesnaecacaccannnn $366, 305
Number of disasters involving total lossof vessels ... .cccvvveeiananaana.. 7

To the namber of persons mentioned in the foregoing statements as
saved should be added twenty-nine persons rescued, who had fallen
from wharves, piers, &c., and who would certainly have been drowned
but for the assistance rendered by life-saving crews.

The investigations held in each case show that the twelve persons
lost during the year were entirely beyond human aid.

The number of disasters exceeded those of any previous year by forty-
four, but the loss of life is smaller, with one exception, than that of any
former year.
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The assistance rendered in saving vessels and cargoes this yedt has
been unusually great, two hundred and ninety-eight vessels having
been worked oftf when strahded, piloted out of dangerous places, repaired
when damaged, or assisted in similar ways by the station crews. There
were also seventy-six instances where vessels running into danger of
stranding were warned off by the night signals of the patrol, and most
of them thus probably saved from partial or total destruction.

In the year’s operations, the surf-boat was used two hundred and
eighty-four times, making three hundred and eighty-one trips. The
self-righting and self-bailing lifé-boat was used eleven times, making
fifteen trips. Smaller boats were nsed ninety-eight times, making one
hundred and twenty-one trips. The river life-skiffs at Station No, 10,
Ninth District, Louisville, Kentucky, were used thirty times, making
one hundred and eleven trips. The breeches-buoy was used seventeen
times, making one hundred and seventy passages. The wreck-gun was
employed nineteen times, firing thirty-four shots. The rabber life-sav-
ing dress was used upon four occasions. The heaving-stick was used
thirteen times. There were landed by the surf-Loat three hundred and
twenty-seven persons; by the life-boat twenty-seven; by the small boats
forty-three; by the river life-skiffs one hundred and twenty-four; and
by the breeches-buoy one hundred and fifty-eight. By surfmen swim-
ming to them, five were rescued, and three men coming from a wrecked
schooner in the ship’s boat were assisted to land by a surfman swim-
ming to theh and helping the boat through the breakers. By casting
lines over vessels, the life-saving crews brought ashore, without other
apphances, ten persons, and rescued nine by dragging them out of the
surf and undertow, In one instance, a disabled man lying at the foot
of a cliff overhanging the sea, seven hundred and eighty feet high, was
rescued by one of the life-saving party, who was lowered by his com-
rades down the frightful escarpment at the end of a line, by means of
which both men were then drawn up to the summit.

As previously mentioned, twenty-nine persons were taken in various
ways from the water, into which they had fallen from wharves, piers, &c.

The table given below contains a summary of results in the field. of
life-saving operations since the introduction of the present system :

GBNEl:tAL SUMMARY
Of disasters whick have oocurred within the scope of life-saving operations from November

1, 1871 (date of iniroduction of present system), to close of fisoal year ending June 30,
1882.°

Total number of disasters........ ... .. il 1,692
Total value of vessels .......cceeuieeimieiieiiiiiiiiiaiicacnnenn. $19, 355,905
Total value of CArZoes. cuue e et ieaet ceeeeaceecneecaneanns $9, 922, 809

* It should be observed that the operations of the Service during this period have
been limited as follows: Season of 1871-'72, to the coasts of Long Island and New
Jersey; seasons of 1872-'74, to coasts of Cape Cod, Long Island, and New Jersey;
season of 1874-75, to the coasts of New England, Long Island, New Jersey, and coast

11849—-2
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Total.value of property involved ... ... coe.iiiiiiiii ittt iiaaaaan $290,278,714
Total value of propertysaved ..........cc.cieiiiirneainainecannea..... $18,065,352
Total value of property lost...... ....cioe . ciiiiietiiiniianeneaaa.. $11,213,362
Total number of persons involved *..... ... ... .. iiiiiiiiiiianiaatanns 14,702
Total number of pPersons 8aved. « ...cv.cceereoenaeaaeeacenecaonen cananse 14, 295
Total number of lives lostt....... oo i it iiiiiiiaet i iiiicieane, 407
Total number of persons succored . ... ceeeie o iiaieiaennennennnns 3,078
Total number of days’ succorafforded ...ee. oo ceee i ionennneannnn. B, 429

LOSS OF LIFE.

The disasters involving loss of life during the past year within the
scope of the operations of the Service are four in number. The ensuing
narratives give a circumstantial account of each case, and establish the
relation borne to each by the life-saving crews.

WRECK OF THE NELLIE.

The first wreck of the year involving loss of life within the scope of
life-saving operations was that of the Nellie, a small, half-decked,
schooner-rigged, scow-built boat, hailing from Detroit, Michigan, and
bound from Holland to Charlevoix, Michigan, having on board a crew
of only two men, named Hancock (brothers), and a small cargo, con-
sisting mainly of fruit and vegetables. The investigating officer, Lieut.
Walter Walton, of the Revenue Marine, assistant inspector of the
Eleventh District, found that this vessel attempted on thg morning of
September 4, 1881, during a gale from the southwest and a heavy sea,
to pass in between the piers at, the entrance of the harbor at Muskegon,
when she broached to and almost immediately capsized, her crew of
two men being swept overboard and drowned be¢fore any assistance
whatever could be rendered by either the life-boat crew or the tugs
then lying alongside the piers a short distance inside the pier-heads.

According to the testimony of reliable witnesses, the accident was
of as brief duration as it was sudden and unforeseen, not more than
three minutes elapsing from the upsetting of the craft to the final dis-
appearance of the two unfortunate sailors.

Immediately after the vessel capsized, the tugs, some four or five in
number, lying alongside the river bank sounded their whistles to alarm
the station crew, and instantly the tug Alice Campbell, casting off her

from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras; scason of 1875-'76, coasts of New England, Long
Island, New Jersey, coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, and coast from Cape
Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1876-"77 and since, all the foregoing, with the
addition of the eastern coust of Klorida and portions of the lake coasts and during
the past two years the coast of Texas.

* Including persons rescued not on board vessels.

t One hundred and eighty-three of these were lost at the disasters of the steamers
Huron and Metropolis—in the case of the former when the stations were not open,
and in the latter when service was impeded by distance —and fourteen others in the
same year, owing to similar causes.

{ Including castaways not on board vessels embraced in tables.



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 19

lines, steamed ont to the entrance, but too late to be of any service, the
two sailors being nowhere in sight, and the capsized hull drifting to the
northward behind the north pier, her cargo washing out and floating
away. ) )

Among the first to witness the sad accident was Mr. E. P. Bates,
United States harbor inspector, who testified that he watched the move.
ments of the Nellie from the trestle-work on tlie south pier, and saw her
before she reached the entrance. She was going before the gale under
the jib alone, and riding the sea pretty well. Bhe had got abreast of
the entrance and was drifting past when the crew tried to get more sail
on the craft to hold her up. She slued broadside to the strong river
current on one side, and a high combing sea on the other, and was tipped
or capsized by a large comber, which threw the boat on her beam ends;
a second capsized and buried her completely out of sight, enough to
permit a third moderate breaker to pass over her. When she reap-
peared he saw that the vessel was bottom up, and that a man was to
leeward trying to climb up on ber bottom, and as she rolled to wind-
ward he was thrown up on the lee bilge. Soon another comber broke
all over the submerged hull, and still the poor fellow held on. He then
attempted to get astride the center-board, and in so doing turned his
head to leeward as though looking for his companion, whose head the
witness thought he could discern among the floating wreckage drifting
behind the outer end of the north pier. The vessel had then drifted to
within fifty to seventy-five feet of the pier-heads, when she was caught
in an eddy and swung around for some little time. Then a big sea fol-
lowed and buried the man hanging on to the vessel,and he disappeared
and was not seen again. The vessel reappeared with her masts stick-
ing through her hull. She had evidently touched ground; that is to
say, her mast-heads had struck the bottom. The whole thing occurred
in less than two minutes, as the combers followed each other swiftly.

On being interrogated as to the possibility of the two sailors being
rescued by the life-saving crew, Mr. Bates declared that had the best
kind of a boat’s crew been within two hundred feet to leeward of the
capsized vessel—as they necessarily would have been to leeward in row-
ing down the channel against both wind and sea—they could not have
reached her in time to effect a rescue.

The Nellie was duly discovered by the surfmen at the station, and
immediately upon the occurrence of the disaster and simultaneously
with the sounding of the tug-whistle, Surfinen Beauvais, Poitras, and
Dion, snatching up a heaving-stick and line, ran with all speed to the
pier-head, upwards of one thousand yards distant, supposing the vessel
would drift in behind the north pier, where a line could be got to her;
but they were too late to succor the hapless men. They only found the
vessel bottom up and her crew gone.

Three days after the accident a body was found by a tug captain
floating in the river not far from the station. Aninquest was held, and
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the body identified as that of one of the ill-fated crew. A constant
watch was maintained by the station patrolmen for the remains of the
other man, but without avail.

WRECK OF THE THOMAS J. LANCASTER.

The next instance of loss of life within the range of station operations
took place from . the schooner Thomas J. Lancaster, a month after the
disaster to the Nellie. The followingaccount of the disaster is from the
report of the investigating officer, Lieut. Frank H. Newcomb, of the
Revenue Marine, assistant inspector, Sixth Life-saving District:

“ The schooner Thomas J. Lancaster, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
George L. Hunter, master, six hundred and fifty-three tons, left Boston,
Massachusetts, on Thursday, September 22, 1881, bound to Savannah,
Georgin, with a cargo of a little over one thousand tons of ice. Her crew
consisted of the captain, two mates, steward, and five seamen, and the
captain’s wife and three children were passengers; thirteen all told. At
midnight on the 4th of October the vessel was about eight miles off Bodie’s
Island light, coast ot North Cardtina. The wind waslight from the north-
west, and the sea smooth. Theamatetook charge of the watch at midnight,
and was steering south by west, according to the testimony of the man
at the wheel, when the vessel grounded. Between 3 and 4 in the morn.
ing a heavy squall struck the vessel from the north-northeast, and while
the crew were engaged in taking in sail she stranded, with her head to
the westward, pointing inshore. The point of disaster was about three
and a half miles north of Life-Saving Station No. 18, Sixth District,
North Carolina, and justnorth of the Loggerhead Inlet, which is closed
up. Asthe sea was making rapidly and breaking over the rail, and the
vessel commenced to pound heavily, the large boat was launched over
the side of the vessel to leeward, with the intention of taking toit at day-
light and trying to land. It was not then known whether the schooner
had stranded on the main beach or on some outlying shoal. Thesecond
mate and three men got into the boat to keep it from being smashed
against the side of the vessel. The rest of the crew were engaged in
collecting clothes and supplies to put in the boat. Soon after the boat
was launched a red light was seen inshore, which afterward proved to
be the Coston light of the patrolman from Station No.18, who first dis-
covered the wreck. The boat, which was hanging by a new three or
three and a half inch line from the vessel, was shipping water constantly,
and one man was at work bailing it out with a bucket to keep it free.
About half an hour after the boat was launched a sea swept it away,
parting the painter and drowning two of the men, while the second
mate and other man succeeded in holding on to a rope fast to the vessel
which led to the stern of the boat. The second mate’s leg was broken,
it is supposed by getting a turn of the rope around it, and he was sup-
ported in the water alongside the vessel until two of the crew, who
heard them calling for help, let a bow-line down over the side and hauled
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them on board, the second mate first, then the man. The second mate
was put in the galley for safety. About this time the seas dashed in at
the cabin windows and the vessel commenced to break up aft. The
captain’s wife and three children were then taken to the forecastle,
but the water coming in there, they were moved farther forward to
the windlass-room. After this the vessel’s decks commenced to break
up and the ice to come out. All hands then took refuge on the top-
gallant forecastle. The second mate was lashed in the fore-rigging.
The mate took one child out on the bowsprit, and Mrs. Hunter was
lashed to the bitts with the youngest child, eighteen months old, in her
arms. The other child was put in charge of the steward. Pretty soon
a sea washed over the forecastle and swept the child from the steward
down to leeward under the jib-sheets. The captain went after it aud
succeeded in getting hold of it, but another sea came and washed it
away from him overboard. The same sea took the baby from its
mother’s arms and washed it overboard, and both children were lost.
In trying to save his child the captain was badly hurt, being dashed
against the capstan and cat-head by the seas. Soon after another sea
was shipped, which washed the captain off the starboard bow over-
board. As the current swept him around the bow, he caught hold of
the bobstays and climbed up on them. After resting there awhile, he -
crawled over the port bow and seated himself alongside his wife, who
was then lashed in the port fore-rigging with the steward and second
mate. The captain and the rest of the survivors took refuge on the
bowsprit and jib-boom.

¢ By this time the life-saving men from Station/N 0.18 had appeared upon
the scene and commenced operations. The wreck had been discovered
by Benjamin O’Neal, a substitute for the No. 1 surfman, who was home
sick. He was on the northern patrol from 3 A. M. to sunrise. It was
about 4 A. M.; the weather was misty and thick, and as soon as he made
out that a vessel was ashore he burned his red light and started for the
station, which he reached about daybreak, and immediately called the
keeper. The crew were aroused, and while two of them went after their
horses, the rest, including Stanley Midgett, a volunteer who had been
hauling wood to the station, started with the mortar-cart, containing the
beach apparatus. The south patrolman had not yet returned. They
succeeded in getting the mortar-cart some distance, when the force of
the gale compelled them to stop. The two men with their horses then
joined them, and they again started up the beach in the face of the
gale. When about half a mile on their way they were joined by the
~ south patrol, who hitched on his horse, making in all a force of eight
men and three horses hauling the mortar-cart. They arrived at the
scene of the wreck about two hours after they started, probably be-
tween 7 and 8 oclock. At times they were up to their knees in the
water running across the beach from sea to sound, which, with the
almost constantly shifting sand under the mortar-cart wheels made the
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hauling extremely diffigult and exhausting. The Signal Service oper-
ator, whose sworn statement was taken, testified that the gale com-
menced at Hatteras, about half past 3 in the morning. At 5 A. M. the
velocity of the wind was sixty-four miles per hour. At Kittyhawk it
was blowing at the rate of sixty-seven miles. At noon the wind had
moderated to forty miles. From then until sundown the average ve-
locity was about thirty-five miles per hour. As the wreck occurred
about half way between Kittyhawk and Hatteras it is presumable that
the force of the gale was about the same there. At times on the way
up the beach the sea was washing pieces of the wreck-stuff against the
the wheels of the mortar-cart.

¢ As soon as possible after reaching the scene of the wreck the gun
was placed in position and fired. The vessel was lying nearly head
on to the beach at a distance estimated to be about three hundred yards
from high-water mark. The first shot took the line through the mizzen
rigging, and probably dropped over the stern into the sea. One of the
men on the wreck attempted to reach the shot-line, but before he could
work his way aft the strong current setting to leeward, between the
wreck and the shore, acting on the bight of the line, hauled the shot
back through the rigging into the sea. The line was then hauled

" ashore, the men faking it down in the box and on the beach as it came
in. A second shot was then fired with an eight-ounce charge of pow-
der, which parted the line close to the shot. A third was. then fired
with a six-ounce charge with a like result. The shot-line was then
taken to the cart to keep it clear of the water on the beach, and faked
down on the pius so as to leave the dry end up when ready for use. A
fourth shot was then fired with a six-ounce charge, which threw the
line across the head stays, the bight running down to the end of the
jib-boom, where it was caught by oue of the men on the wreck, who
took a turn with it around the jib-boom to hold it, but not Lefore the
current bad swept the line down so that the shot had been drawn up
to the top of the water under the jib-boomn. About this time the keeper
and crew of Station No.17arrived. The wreck had been discovered from
the window of that station at daylight by one of the surfinen. As
soon as they could get ready they started with their boat-wagon down
the beach to New Inlet, where they crossed on the inside, landing at
the fish-houses on the sound side of the south point. They waded
across the low beach through the water to the wreck, carrying with
them the station medicine chest, seven cork jackets, a Merriman suit,
and two heaving-lines and sticks. Upon their arrival they joined the
crew of No. 18 in their efforts to establish communication with the
wreck.

“The men on the wreck having succeeded in getting the shot-line to
the top-gallant forecastle, the tail-block and whip-line were bent on at
the shore end, and they attempted to haul it aboard. As soon as the two
parts of the whip-line reached the water, the current swept them to lee-
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ward and the men on the wreck were unable, through exhaustion, to haul
the whip-line off any further. The life-saving men then walked the shore
end of the shot-line to windward and bent on a single part of the whip,
but the men on the wreck were unable to haul that off. The hawser
was bent on with the same result. Then the tail-block and double-whip
were again bent on and walked to windward repeatedly, and slacked
away to enable the men on the wreck to haul them off a little at a time ;
but after getting the whip off nearly half way the sailors, evidently tired
out, stopped hauling, and made the shot-line fast. The life-saving men
from No. 18, upon their arrival, were nearly worn out with their extra-
ordinary exertions in hauling the mortar-cart under so many difficulties,
which, added to the labor performed in their attempts to open commu-
nication with the wreck by means of the beach apparatus, and the fact
that they had had nothing to eat since the day before, makes it almost
incredible that they were able to do anything at all. There is no doubt
that their failure, through no fault of their own, to work the apparatus
successfully and take the survivors off the wreck promptly had a de-
pressing effect upon them, as they had gone there in the belief that all
hands would be rescued from the wreck in a short time. The keeper of
No. 17 was suffering from the effects of a severe attack of fever; and
this crew, also, had bad nothing to eat since the day before. Notwith-
standing all this, the two keepers, seeing that nothing more could be
done with the beach apparatus, decided to send to No. 18 for the surf-
boat, hoping that the wind and sea might moderate so that the sur-
vivors could be rescued before dark. Under the circumstances, it is
evident that this was the only course te pursue. Accordingly, three of
the crew of No. 18, with two horses, were started down the beach to the
station after the surf-boat. On the way down they met one of the surf-
men returning with a shot-line that he had been sent after when the
second shot had parted the line. They took him, with his horse, back to
'fhe station,and hitched on to the boat-carriage, but were unable to haul
1t up the beach with their three horses. Soon after the men had left
for the surf-boat a seaman, John Lilley, jumped overboard and swam
¥ for the shore. He was met in the breakers by the keeper of No. 18 and
some of his men and landed safely. The keeper of No. 18 testitied that
the current was running so strong that it would sweep him off his feet
when waist-deep in the water. After this another seaman jumped off
the wreck and tried to swim ashore, but was drowned in the attempt.
The keeper of No. 18, who had tried to reach him, upon coming out of
the water staggered and fell on the beach completely exhausted and
taken with a severe chill. He was put into his cart with the man who
had been saved, and taken to the station. On the way down he met the
keeper of Station No. 19 coming up on his horse, and requested him to
do all he could to rescue the survivors. The mate of the vessel, after
the seaman was drowned, tied a cork fender to himself, and with a piece
of shot-line around the line which was still fast between the vessel and
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the shore,attempted to make his way to the beach. Before any assistance
could be rendered to him from the shore he disappeared under the water
and was seen no more.

“ When the keeper of No. 19 arrived at the wreck, bein g the senior
in commsdnd, he started the entire crews of Nos. 17 and 18 to bring
the surf-boat from the latter station. It was now probably nearly 3 in
the afternoon. An extra shot-line baving been brought in the mean-
time, the keeper of No. 19 determined to make an attempt to send cork
Jjackets off to the wreck, it being improbable that the survivors could be
taken off before dark. He fired one shot, which fell short, and then, cut-
ting the shot-line off at the shore end, fired another, which also fell
short, although he testifies that one of the men on the béach said he saw
a man on the wreck throw the bight of the line overboard from the end
of the jib-boom, where it had lodged. This was probably a mistake, as
no one on the vessel knew of the circumstance. About sundown Cap-
tain Hunter fell off the bowsprit, apparently unable to maintain his
position any longer, and drifted to leeward with one arm through a life-
preserver. He never reached the land. Just before dark the keeper of
No. 17 and the men who had gone for the boat returned without it, hav-
ing been unable to hanl it upthe beach. They decided to return across
the inlet to their station in order to get something to eat and to resume
their patrol of the beach for the night. This they accomplished after a
severe struggle, the men having to wade with their boat across the
shoals whenever they could obtain a foothold. The keeper of No. 19
also retarned to his station, leaving two or three men from No. 18 on the
beach to keep watch. About7 P. M., the wind having moderated a little,
the keeper of No. 18 having rested and partly recovered from his sick-
ness, started with four of his men and four horses to haul the surf-
boat up to the wreck. They succeeded in getting her up there in
about three hours from the time of starting. They remained on
the beach all night, keeping up a fire and making several futile
attempts to launch the boat. It was not until the next morning
that they were enabled to get the boat clear of the beach. They
succeeded in getting under the bow of the wreck, but could not
hold on and were obliged to come ashore again. The sea was still
very rough and the boat was constantly shipping water. They then
waited until about 8 A. M., when, the tide having fallen and the sea
moderated a little, they made another attempt to launch, which was
successful. " They made fast to the vessel under the bow, and, sending
two men on board, lowered the survivors into the boat, and watching
their chance, all hands were landed safely on the beach. Thesurvivors,
six in all, were Mrs. Hunter, her child, the second mate, two seamen,
and the steward. The child djed that night at the station from exposure
in spite of all efforts made to save it. Harry Brien, one of the seamen,
testified that after the captain had fallen overboard he came in off the
jib-boom that evening about half past 9 and found that the child had"

. .
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glipped from its lashings and was hanging head down by its toes along-
gide of the bowsprit. He picked it up and covering it with canvas laid
it on top of the bowsprit. After they had landed, the keeper of No. 16,
with three of his men and three from No. 17, arrived at the wreck, also
the keeper and crew of No. 19. The keeper of No. 17 was sick and had
sent for the keeper of No. 16 to take hia place. The survivors were
taken to No. 18 and made as comfortable as possible, the keeper and
. men placing their clothes and possessions generally at their disposal.
Keeper Midgett’s wife or some other woman from the peighborhood was
with Mrs. Hunter constantly while she remained at the station, attend-
ing to her wants. The box of clothing shipped to Station No. 17 by the
‘Woman’s National Relief Association was subsequently sent for and the
contents placed at the disposal of the survivors. The supply of women’s
underwear, and men’s clothes and shoes, and tea, sugar, and beef-extract
were needed especially, and proved to be of great benefit to the surviv-
ors, who were completely destitute. The broken leg of the second mate
received all the attention possible until the arrival of the Marine Hos-
pital surgeon from New Berne, North Carolina, who attended to it.
Mrs. Hunter, under the care of her triend, Mr. Vanderherchen, of Phila-
delphia, who had been sent for, and the two seamen and steward, were
taken to Elizabeth City in the revenue sloop Saville on their way North,
and free passes were procured for the two seamen to Boston and for the
steward to New York.

¢ It was reported that the captain’s body was robbed of $75 after it
was found on the beach. This story is entirely without foundation, and is
anjust and cruael to the life-saving men, who made coffins for the dead

at their own expense and buried them decently, besides helping the -

survivors in many practical ways, without thought of or desire for
Tecompense. .

Tt should have been mentioned before that while Keeper Midgett and
the crew of No. 18 were trying to open communication with the wreck
on the first morning with the beach apparatus, a citizen came up the
beach and reported that a dead body had washed ashore down below.
It was reported the next morning that the body was warmn when first
discovered. Had it been known -at the time, an attempt might have
been made to resuscitate it. '

¢ Mrs. Hunter was sufferihg so much from exposure and bddily in-
Jjuries received during the time that she was on the wreck, in addition
to the loss of her husband and three children, that it would have been
impossible to elicit any information from her in regard to the cause of
the disaster. As Hatteras light bears due south from Bodie’s Island
light, and the vessel was steered south by west after passing the last-
named light, it would seem that a mistake was made in the course
either by the captain or mate, neither of whom appear to have been
familiar with the coast. The vessel had been altered from a center-
board to a keel schooner, which may account partly for her breaking up

-
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80 soon. She was a total wreck, nothing being saved from her but part
of her sails and running and standing rigging. The captain and three
children, mate, and two seamen had been picked up and buried on the
beach at last accounts, leaving only one seaman to be accounted for.

¢ In view of the foregoing facts, 1 respectfully submit the opinion
that no blame attaches to the men of the Life-Saving Service for failure
to rescue the crew of the Lancaster sooner than they did. The failure
to work the beach apparatus was caused by want of proper action on
the part of the crew of the wreck in hauling the whip-line off. From
the position of the wreck after the disaster, I am confident that if they
had taken the shot-line to the capstan on the top-gallant forecastle
there would have been little difficulty in getting the whip-line off, when
all would have been saved in a short time. Also, if all hands had
taken to the rigging at first they would probably have been taken off
safely in the end.”

WRECK OF THE SLOOP DAUNTLESS.

The third wreck of the year involving fatality within the scope of
station activity was that of the sloop Dauntless, which took place on
the 21st of February, 1882. The following narrative of the occurrence
is given by the officer who conducted the investigation—Lieut. T. D.
Walker, of the Revenue Marine, an assistant inspector of the Life-Sav-
ing Service:

¢“The sloop Dauntless, of Chincoteague, Virginia, twelve and a half tons
burthen, with a crew of three men, viz., Sewell Collins, John W, How-
ard, and James Taylor, left New Inlet, Virginia, for Chincoteague on
the morning of February 21,1882, with a cargo of planting-oysters. A
fresh southerly wind prevailed all day, causing a rough sea, the vessel
running up the coast under the jib and double reefed mainsail. The
survivor, Howard, states that the weather was so boisterous and squally
that he advised the captain (Collins) to run into Metomkin or Gargathy
Inlets for a harbor before sundown, as he feared the danger of attempting
to enter Chincoteague Inlet after dark. When off Wallops Island,
soon after sunset, the deck-load was washed overboard. At about the
same time the strap of the jib-sheet block was carried away, and after
getting the sail under control they set it ¢ bobbed.’ By this operation
but a small portion of the head of the sail was presented to the wind,
and the sloop was under tolerably snug canvas. As she neared the
outer buoy off Chincoteague Inlet the sky became overcast by an inky
cloud, which came up from the westward and brought a violent shift of
wind from that direction. This compelled a dead beat to windward to
enter the harbor. The tide, however, was flood, and in their favor.
Howard reports that although the sloop was provided with the usual
running lights, none were used, the only lamp lighted being a small one
in the cabin.

“After making two or three tacks in the channel the main gaff broke
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' in two and split the sail, the latter very soon blowing completely out of
the bolt-rope. The sloop was then on the port tack and rapidly near-
ing the north side of the channel, where lies what is known as Fox
Shoal, a spit of sand extending from the southerly end of Chincoteague
Island, between Chincoteague and Assateague Inlets.

“To beat in with no after-sail on the vessel was impossible, and to
allow her to run before the gale seaward would be dangerous in the
extreme, as she was poorly equipped and without the means of batten-
- ing the hatches. Captain Colling quickly decided what he would do.
Calling Howard to relieve him at the wheel, he ran forward and let go
both anchors. The sudden jerk with which the vessel brought up as
the ground-tackle held her was so great that Howard was pitched vio-
lently forward over the cabin and onto the hatches, where he fell on
his back. He says the sea almost ¢ pitch-poled’ her. Upon swing-
ing to her anchors she lay right in the breakers on Fox Shoal.

¢ The hatches were soon washed overboard, and before long the sloop
filled and sunk on the shoal. This compelled the crew to take to the
rigging, oue of them, Taylor, going up on the port side, while Collins
and Howard ascended to starboard. It appears that Collins started
up first, but Howard, who was the stronger and the more robust of the
two, passed him in the rigging and reached the mast-head, while Col-
lins remained about half way up. Collins had the reputation of being
a daring and reckless man, but the realization of his mistake in attempt-
ing the passage of the inlet in the night, and the dreadful peril in which
he found himself, seemed to completely overcome him, as Howard re-
lates that he said very little beyond reproaching himself and expressing
regret that he had not taken Howard’s advice and sought shelter in
one of the other inlets before nightfall. Taylor, a youth nineteen years
of age, when halt way up the port rigging, was washed off. "He grasped
a rope hanging from the broken gaff, and Howard quickly slid down
and assisted him back into the rigging. Howard tried to persuade
them both to climb higher, but they scemed unable to do so, and Col-
lins soon gave up, and was washed away. The death of Collins ap-
peared to dishearten Taylor, for he said to Howard, ¢ Collins has gone,
and I am going too. This brought Howard down again to his assist-
ance. It wasof no use, however, and Howard was compelled to ascend
again for his own safety. The air was bitter cold, and Taylor soon
afterwards dropped into the water and was swept out of sight in an in-
stant. Howard says that while he was endeavoring to help the poor
tellow he seemed fully conscious of his inability to hold on much longer,
and uttered a tender message to his father and mother, to be delivered
by Howard, in case the latter survived. Taylor’s death must have oc-
curred shortly before 9 o’clock, and from that time onward Howard’s
vigil was a lonely one. Perched as he was on the lower mast-head, with
his arms around the topmast, the thumping of the vessel as the more
heavy seas struck her would at times almost throw him off. With the
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falling of the tide, however, the wreck became steady, and his Qosition
then was not so bad. His principal danger after that was of becoming
80 benummbed with cold as to be unable to hold on until daylight. To
ward this off he kept in motion as much as possible by beating his
body with his hands.

¢ Although these events occurred at a distance of but a little over
three miles from the station (No. 7, Fifth District), nothing was known
of the disaster by the life-saving crew until daylight. When it is stated
that the extreme southerly limit of the station patrol, namely, the north-
erly side of Assateague Inlet, is a mile and a half distant from where
the wreck lay; that a considerable area of shoal and broken water in-
tervened; that the night was a very dark one, and that no signal of
any kind was made from the vessel, which was also without lights, it
can be readily understood why she was not seen during the night.

“The sloop was discovered by Surfman Henry Birch, with the aid of a
glass, at early dawn (5.25 o’clock), and ten minutes later (5.35) the boat
was out and on its way to the beach. The wreck was reached, after a
hard pull, at ten minutes past 7. Considering that an hour and a
half was consumed in pulling the boat to the scene of disaster, it is ap-
parent that even at that hour, with a low tide, the sea was rough.

«On arriving alongside the sloop she was found to be practically a
total wreck, with the steru gone and the hull full of water and beyond
hope of saving ; 8o, after satisfying themselves that there was no one on
board, they pulled in to the beach and there discovered footprints as
of one person going in the direction of Chincoteague village, about
three miles distant. 1t seems that as the tide receded the sea fell with
it, so that towards daylight Howard found he could descend from aloft
without danger. On reaching the deck he spent a few moments in vig-
orous exercise to recover the full use of his limbs, and then, ascertain-
ing that the water alongside was scarcely knee-deep, he aprang over
the rail and started for the shore, which he soon reached, thankful, in-
deed, for his escape from the fate which had overtaken Collins and
Taylor. He proceeded up the inner beach as far as a fish factory, a
mile or two above the inlet, where he took breakfast (it being then day-
light), and procured a hat to replace the one he had lost, and then con-
tinued on to the village, where he telegraphed to the families of Collins
and Taylor the sad news of their death. The life-saving crew, after
following the footprints some distance and satisfying themselves that
the person who made them had reached a place of shelter, returned to
the station for breakfast at about 9 o’clock.

“A brother of Captain Collins inforined me that the captain had been
repeatedly remonstrated with by himself and others for his reckless-
nessin running in and out of the inlets after dark, as even the most expe-
rienced boatmen and fishermen rarely attempt such a thing unless the
sea is smooth and other conditions are equally favorable. He also said
he had long expected just such an accident, and was not at all sur-
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priced at it. He freely concurred in the opinion expressed by others
that under the existing circumstances it was impossible for the life-sav-
ing patrols to have discovered the wreck during the night with nothing
but the mast showing above water. If a signal had been made as soon
as the vessel anchored it is probable it would have been seen, and the
past record of the crew of Station No. 7 would lead to the belief that
they would have responded by launching the boat. Buteven then, when
we remember how quickly the two men were lost, it is doubtful if they
could have reached the wreck in time to do more than rescue Howard.
It seemed to be the belief of sea-faring men familiar with the inlet that
if the captain, instead of anchoring when he found his vessel unman-
ageable and in the breakers, had allowed her to drive well up on the
shoal, they would all have escaped, whereas, by anchoring on the edge
of the spit, the complete wreck of the vessel and the loss of his own
life and that of another was the result. The bodies of the men had not
been found at the time of my visit, although searching parties from the
station had scoured the adjacent shores daily, both inside and outside,
for more than a week after the disaster. Garments, supposed to have
been worn by the lost men, were picked up, however, and this leads to
the conviction that the bodies will never be recovered.

¢ The above is believed to be a true statement of the case, and in
view, therefore, of all the facts, I respectfully submit that the death of
Collins and Taylor was not due to neglect of duty on the part of the
crew of Life-Saving Station No. 7, and that the latter are entirely free
from blame in the matter.”

WRECK OF THE W, J. 8TAIRS,

The same officer who made the investigation in the case of the Daunt-
less, Lient. T. D. Walker, of the Revenue Marine, also investigated
the circumstances attending the fourth and last wreck of the year
which occasioned loss of life, that of the bark W. J. Stairs, which took
place on the coast of New Jersey, on the 1st.of March last. His re-
port of this disaster is given below :

#The bark W. J. Stairs, one thousand and sixty-two tons burthen, of
Maitland, Nova ‘Scotia, Kenneth McKenzie master, bound from Liver-
pool to New York, with a cargoef one thousand two hundred tons of salt,
grounded, at 9.30 p. M., March 1, 1882, on the outer baroff Long Branch,
New Jersey, about one mile north of Life-S8aving Station No. 5, Fourth
District.

#There was a light breeze from the southward, with thick fog. The
mate (McAuley) describes the latter as so dense that he could not see
objects the length of the vessel distant. A long easterly ground-swell
was breaking in tremendous surf upon the bar. When the bark struck
she was moving slowly through the water, making a west course, under
topsails, jibs, and the mizzen stay-sail ; the foresail being clewed up and
other sails furled. The mate was in the rigging at the time, anxiously
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peering into the fog for the Highland and Sandy Hook lights, which he
knew were not far distant.

« Instantly every man was on deck, and an attempt made to head
the vessel off-shore by the proper disposition of the sails. In this
they did not succeed, owing to the lightness of the breeze; but the
sea very soon cut her stern to the northward and thus brought her
broadside to it, with a heavy list seaward. In that position her decks
were immediately flooded by the seas which tumbled over the rail in
quick succession and with such volume that before long the bulwarks
were carried away and the decks stove in. This settled the fate of
the vessel, and compelled the crew to take refuge on the poop ; the sails,
which until then remained set, being allowed to run down by cutting
the halyards. Although within three bundred and fifty yards of the
bluff, which at that point is twenty-five or thirty feet high, nothing
could be seen of the shore except the dim outline of the houses, which
was occasionally visible for a few moments through the fog. The crew
burned oakum saturated with oil as a signal of distress; but finding
this method of communication useless, it was abandoned, and prepara-
tions were made for launching a Loat. While this was being done a
heavy sea dashed over tke wreck and swept the boat away.

¢ By midnight the crew began to realize the peril of their position,
and they hallooed from time to time in the hope of attracting the atten-
tion of people on shore. These cries were heard by Walter Taber and
others at their homes, as well as by the watchman on duty atthe West
End Hotel, Louis Bolten. Taber fixesthe time at which he was aroused
as about midnight, while Bolten, who, it is to be supposed, was wide
awake and on the alert, first heard the outcry at 1 o’clock (March -2).
Taber arose and dressed, and, in company with his wife and brother, pro-
ceeded to the beach, where, after locating the vessel, they built a fire;
doing nothing farther until the arrival of the life-saving crew. The
watchman, however, without loss of time, after ascertaining whence the
cries came, hurried south to the station, and gave the alarm at about
2 o'clock.

¢ Surfman Chasey had the north patrol from 8 p. M. to midnight. He
saysin his testimony that he neither saw nor heard anything that would
lead him to suppose there was a wreck on the bar; the fog being so
heavy as to partake almost of the nature of rain. As the mate states
that no outery.was made until midnight, it is probable Chasey had al-
ready passed southward and was out of hearing; especially when we
recall that what little wind prevailed was from the south, which would
carry the sound in the opposite direction. In this connection it should
be remarked that the patrols between Nos. 4 and 5 are compelled to
traverse the bluff instead of the beach, on account of the series of jet-
ties constructed to prevent the further emcroachment of the sea.
These jetties or rows of piling extend from the foot of the bluff out be-
yond low-water mark in some places and render travel at night exceed-
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ingly difficult, especially in storiny weather, as it is only at low-water,
and then by watching their opportunity between the seas, that the men
can pass themn. :

“Surfman Robert Lloyd relieved Chasey at midnight, or soon after,
and he also passed the wreck on his way north without discovering any-
thing amiss. Accepting his evidence as true, it is apparent that Taber
had not then kindled the fire or it would certainly have attracted atten-
tion. It was not until his return, at a little after 2 o’clock, that he dis-
covered the dim outline of the sails and spars of the vessel through the
fog, and at the same time saw the fire below him, on the beach, with
two or three persons standing near. Without delaying to burn the
usual signal to the stranded vessel, he at once hurried forward to arouse
the life-saving crew. When half way to the station, he met Keeper.
Green, lantern in hand, running towards the wreck. Green told him
the hotel watchman had given the alarm, and that the rest ot the men
were following as rapidly as possible with the beach apparatus. He
also directed Lloyd to continue on and take his place at the cart.

“ Keeper Green reports the time of leaving the station with the
apparatus as a quarter past 2, and of arrival abreast of the wreck as
halt an hour later, or a quarter before 3. The cart was quickly un-
loaded and the gear arranged for use, and in fifteen minutes from the
time of the arrival of the life-saving crew, (say 3 o’cluck), the gun was
fired and the shot-line thrown to the vessel. The shot just cleared the
main-topsail lift, and there it hung by the line until the mate sprang
aloft and with the aid of one of the seamen passed it down on deck.
This operation was an extremely dangerous one, as the wasts were
swaying and jerking terrifically, and threatened to fall at any moment ;
in fact, the fore and main masts did fall, with a crash, a few minutes
after the mate reached the deck. With the falling of the masts, the
bark began to break up; the stern, on which the men were congregated,
breaking off just forward of the mizzen rigging as clean almost as if
sawed completely through. This portion of the hull remained in posi-
tion, listed off-shore, with the port rail almost in the water, while the
sailors clung to the opposite or starboard rail as far aft as they could
get. The breaking of the vessel asunder was distinctly heard on shore,
the sound of it being likened to the rattling of musketry.

“The imperiled crew readily understood the purpose of the shot-
line, and commenced hauling it on board. This was slow and laborious
work on account ot the strong set or current which carried the bight of
the line, as paid out from the shore far away to the north and entangled
it with the drifting wreckage. Upon securing the whip-block, it was
hitched to one of the mooring bitts on the starboard quarter, and the
sailors made signal of that fact by shouting to the people on shore.

“ While the crew auxiously awaited the sending off of the hawser,
the mizzen-mast fell over the side, and almost simultaneously the stern
careened towards the shore, throwing the meén who were clinging to the
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now partly submerged rail into the water. They had before this taken
the precaution to stretch life-lines across the deck, from rail to rail, and
were thus enabled to climb fo the opposite rail on the port quarter. It
was at this moment, when every man was struggling for his own safety,
that the cabin-boy, Charles Dixon, was lost. The mate (McAuley) con-
_veys some idea of the desperate situation of the crew when the stern
shifted to starboard, by the remark that he ¢did not expect to see half
of them gain the opposite rail’ He also says, ¢ There was much con-
fusion ; every one gasping for help in the water; and when we were all
safe on the other side, the boy was missed.’

¢ It appears that the boy clutched the boot of a man just above him;
the man, with no strength to spare and intent on his own preservation,
passed a rope to the poor little fellow, and then withdrew his foot from
the boot. The boy must have been utterly helpless and benumbed from
the exposure of the preceding hours, for he was unable to retain his
hold of the rope, but fell backward with an agonized shriek into the
water and was swept away. But for the life-lines rigged, as before de-
scribed, it i8 probable many others would have been lost.

¢ The canting of the stern inshore placed the whip-block and lines
attached beyond reach of the men, and their communication with the
beach was thus practically cut off. It must have been about this time
that the line was chafed asunder by the mass of broken timbers brought
into contact with it in the surf. The break was immediately discovered
by the men who held the shore end of the line, and the fact was reported
to the keeper. The fog was still impenetrable, and in their uncertainty
of the position of the people on the wreck, the life-saving crew decided
to await daylight before attempting to re-establish communication.
The south patrol from No. 4 at 4 o'clock came through to the scene of
the wreck on failing to meet any one from No. 5, and assisted in all the
subsequent operations.

“Just before daylight a peculiarly thrilling episode occurred. All the
station life-saving apparatus was on the ground, and the gun loaded in
readiness to again carry the line over the wreck. During a momentary
lightening of the fog it occurred to the keeper to burn a Coston signal,
in the hope that it would be seen by the crew and encourage them. Its
effect was speedily known. The steward of the ship, a colored man,
upon seeing through the mist the faint ruddy glare of the patrol light
and the indistinct figures upon the bluff, was so elated at the prospect
of his ultimate deliverance that he commenced singing the song popu-
larly known as ‘The flag that mnakes you free,” his shipmates joining in
with an energy that sent a thrill through all who heard the melody
above the roar of the surt. The effect on shore was electrical. Several
of the beachmen assured me that it was like magic. The fear had been
growing upon them that several of the crew had perished, but the vol-
ume of the ontburst when the chorus was reached soon dissipated it.
The sea was all this time driving the stern, little by little, nearer to the
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beach, so that towards daybreak they were within hailing distance, and
the luckless sailors were able to report their number and condition to
those on shore. Fortunately, the fog dispersed with the approaching
day, and disclosed the men to plain view. No time was lost in bringing
the gun to bear, and then it was again fired. The shot went whizzing
through the air, bat withont the line, the latter falling to the ground
a moment after the shot left the gun. It had parted near the shot. The
end was quickly secured to another shot, and that carried the line di-
rectly among the group of sailors. The breeches-buoy was soon rigged,
and in less than half an hour later the survivors, thirteen in num-
ber, were safely landed,and were on their way to the station. They
were in a pitiable condition, being nearly destitute of clothing, be-
numbed, and badly bruised. Upon arrival at the station, at near 7
o’clock, they were at once given a hearty breakfast and dry clothing, it
being found necessary in doing the latter, to send out and beg from the
neighbors what was lacking after the supply belonging to the station
men was exhausted. The men left by train the same day for New York.
Excellent service was rendered by W. H. Bennett, jr., C. H. Sexton, J.
‘W. Lane, and one or two others not belonging to the service.

¢The point to be determined by the investigation is whether the
life-saving crew is responsible for the loss of life incident to the wreck.
It is clearly established by the evidence that the fog was so dense as
to be almost impenetrable the length of a ship. It is also undisputed
that the patrol was properly kept. The fact that the ship was not dis-
covered by Chasey on his return to the station shortly before midnight,
and that Lloyd failed to see her as he passed the scene going north,
may be accounted for by the remark of the mate, who, when asked if it
was possible for the patrols to have seen the vessel earlier said, ¢ How
could they? We did not shout for some time; the vessel being so good
and strong, it was thoughtshe would hold out until daylight.” That the
life-saving crew made good time in reaching the scene when once noti-
fied, and that not a moment was lost in establishing communication
after their arrival by means of the shot-line, is beyond doubt. When
this was done, however, their future progress was stayed by the acci-
dental breaking of the whip-line, a contingency which it was impossi-
ble to guard against. The current along shore, an old and powerful
enemy of life-saving operations, had carried the line into entangle-
ment with the floating wreckage, which before long cut it in twain.
The boat was at hand on the beach, but it was simply impossible to
render effective service with it, the sea being so high. If the rapidity
with which the nearly new ship was broken in fragments was not am-
ple evidence of the height and force of the surf, the statement of the
mate that ‘the sea came in like a wall and swept everything before it’
is sufficiently conclusive. They had no alternative, and were compelled
to await the clearing of the fog or for daylight.

“It was at about the time the people on shore were endeavoring

11849—-3 .
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to get the first whip-line into shape for sending off the hawser, uncon-
scious of the real condition of the wreck, that the boy was lost. The
entire chain of circumstances surrounding the wreck were peculiar.
Owing to the great draught of the vessel, she lay on the edge of the bar,
estimated as at least three hundred yards from the bluff. Add to this
the density of the fog and the tremendous sea rolling in and we can
realize the difficulties to be overcome. The ship became a complete
wreck, and her broken and twisted timbers fringed the beach for the
distance of a mile within six hours after she struck. Under these con-
ditions it is a wonder that more lives were not lost. In point of fact,
the life-saving crew had all the survivors ashore and at the station within
five hours from the time the alarm was given. At Long Branch the
opinion was general that the life-saving crew did all that it was possible
for them to do, and the survivors spoke enthusiastically in ¢heir praise.
1 therefore respectfully submit that no blame should rest upon the keeper
and crew of Station No. 5 for the loss of life involved in this disaster,
as it is clear that they worked energetically and well to save every per-
son on board the ill-fated bark.”

The foregoing narratives clearly show that in each case of fatality,
the life-saving crews did their duty, and could not have done more. It
may be remarked that the twelve lives thus unavoidably lost were
just half the number of the preceding year.

DEATH OF LIEUTENANT WALTER WALTON.

The death annals of the Service for the year have a melancholy ad-
dition in the demise of one of the ablest and most devoted officers ever
attached to the establishment, Lieutenant Walter Walton, of the Reve-
nue Marine. At the time of his decease Lieutenant Walton was stationed
at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as assistantinspector of the Eleventh Life-Sav.
ing District. He had made the tour of his coast at the opening of navi-
gation on the Lakes in the spring, carefully inspecting every station,
as was his wont, and putting each of the crews through the manual of
drill and exercise in the use of the wreck ordnance and life-saving ap-
paratus, and he returned to his headquarters suffering with a severe
cold contracted from exposure to the raw atmosphere of the wintry
beaches while engaged upon this duty. His ailment unfortunately
developed in malignity, and rapidly ended in a disease of the lungs,
from which he died on the 18th of May, 1882.

1t is regretted that materials are not available for a complete account
of a career which the meager outlines that can be given show to have
been of peculiarnobility and sterling worth. Itisknown that Lieutenant
‘Walton was born in England, and when a lad between twelve and fif-
teen years of age he entered our merchant marine, taking service in a
Maine vessel as a cabin-boy. He remained on board this ship for five
years, conducting himself so well that he gained the position of second

TS
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officer. For two or three years after he left her he continued in the
mercantile marine, when the war broke out, and he gallantly enlisted in
the Union Army as a private, entering the cavalry arm of the regular
service. He was soon promoted to the rank of sergeant, and for a short
tune served as an orderly to General McClellan. Later, availing him-
self of the privilege granted to seamen who were serving in the land
forces, to enter the Navy, he was appointed as a master’s mate, and
before long won promotion to the grade of ensign. He served to the
end of the war and for a couple of years thereafter, or until 1867, when he
was honorably mustered out of the volunteer service. In November of
that year he was commissioned as third lieutenant in the Revenue Ma-
rine. In 1870 he was promoted to be second lieutenant in that serv-
ice, and in 1873 he rose to the grade of first lieutenant. In De-
cember, 1872, he had been detailed for duty in the Life-Saving
Service, and he acted as assistant inspector on the coast of New Jersey
until October, 1873. It was the period of the reorganization of the
Service, from whence proceeded the years of its developmeut and effi-
ciency. There were then stations (such as they were) only on the
coasts of Long Island and New Jersey—coasts which subsequently
formed the Third and the Fourth Life-S8aving Districts. The New Jer-
sey stations shared in the general inchoate condition of the service at
that time, and Lieutenant Walton did much toward bringing the newly-
made district into noble working order. His conduct of affairs was so
excellent that in 1873 he was transferred to act as inspector on the
coast of North Carolina, where the Sixth Life-Saving District had
been just created, and there was need of special energy and skill. His
work here was even more radical and thorough than it had been on the
coast of New Jersey. The praectical organization of the district was ef-
fected by him, and he personally superintended the construction of a
number of the stations. Certain conditions on this coast necessitated in-
cessant thought and care, which Lieutenant Walton gave freely, and
which bore fruit in a remarkable growth of efficien¢y in the life-saving
operations upon this perilous shore. During an interim of this period
—that is, for six months of the year 1876—he had charge of the strik-
ing life-saving exhibit on the borders of the lake at the Centennial Ex-
position in Philadelphia—an exhibit which was a prominent attraction
amidst the carnival of objects composing this great international spec-
tacle. To him was due the arrangement of the typical station (after-
wards removed for service to Cape May) which formed a principal part
of the life-saving exhibition. It is proper in this connection to say that
his personal comeliness and dignity and the perfect and unvarying af-
fability and courtesy with which he received the many thousands of
visitors which the life-saving show allured, were strong factors in the
favor with which it was received. At the close of the Exposition
Lieutenant Walton returned to his arduous duties in the Sixth District,
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where he remained until April, 1879, when he was transferred for duty
as assistant inspector to the Eleventh Life-Saving District, coast of
Lake Michigan, where, as already stated, he died on May 18, 1882.

At the time of his death he was about forty years of age. In his
personal appearance there was an air of distinction which had its coun-
terpart in the elevation and rectitude of his character. He was tall,
elegantly formed, with a waist almost too narrow for his manly breadth
of chest, straight features, brown eyes, dark flowing hair aud beard,
regular and handsome teeth, and the brunette complexion of the Nor-
man Englishman, deepened by his life of almost constant exposure to the
sun and wind. His demeanor was extremely courtly and affable, and
the unmistakable dignity of his carriage was tempered by an equally
evident simplicity and good nature. Probably, the prevailing impres-
sion he gave was of gentility, and this was heightened by the scrupu-
lous neatness and sobriety with which he dressed. It was a trait that
his handsome dark face flushed easily, most frequently with niiive pleas-
ure at the appreciation of his action as an officer or a gentleman. In
a word, a brave, able, gracious, kindly, simple, honorable, faithfal hu.
man being—a pleasant grace in any social meeting; a trained judgment
for every rising problem; an executive capacity that never failed; a
bower-anchor for the lightest or the gravest trust; a friend to look to
in any need; the magnet once, as he has now become the lasting regret,
alike of acquaintance and comrade. Such, in brief, was Lieutenant
‘Walter Walton,an English boy who became in the truest sense an Amer-
ican man, and in the service of the adopted country he loved found
through all his life his sufficient ideal of honor in the glad and thorough
discharge of simple duty. Itseemed characteristic of him that the first
years of his early manhood should be given, as an ardent volunteer, to
that greater life-saving service, the improvised Army and Navy, which
saved the life of the nation, and that nearly all the years following
should have been devoted, with a zeal that savored of a similar choice,
to the service which has for its aim the safety of the life of the sea-
‘farer. The officers in charge feel that no words could more than do
justice to the ardor, the fidelity, the signal intelligence, the unremit.
ting activity of all faculties and powers, which he brought to the per-
formance of his district labors. His heart was thoroughly in his work,
and if ever wearing thought and care in the tasks of guarding life im-
periled by tempest in the surf upon the coast,constituted a sacrifice,
guch a sacrifice was made by this devoted and gallant officer. Little
wonder why the Life-Saving Service has succeeded. The souls of such
men as he have entered it, and it has become an incarnation.

To the glow such a life leaves there is a shadow. Lieutenant Wal-
ton was poor. He had only his little pay as an officer of the Revenue
Marine, and dying suddenly, he left a widow and four children. It is
sad to record that they are unprovided for, and the pathos of his loss
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is deepened by the remembrance of the poverty bequeathed, like a fate,
to his wife and little ones.

DEATH OF WILLIAM R. GARRISON, ESQ.

In the month following the decease of Lieutenant Walton, the Life-
Saving Service suffered another loss in the death by a deplorable rail-
road accident of William R. Garrison, esq., who had succeeded to the
position of president of the Board for the examination of life-saving
appliances, made vacant by the resignation of R. B. Forbes, esq. Mr.
Garrison was well known as the second son of Commodore C. K. Gar-
rison, being, like his father, eminent through his connection with the
celebrated steamship lines to California, New Orleans, Savannah, and
Brazil. He had within three weeks of his death taken possession with
his family of a new cottage he had built at Long Branch, and was
accustomed to go up daily to New York on business; always, however,
in the boat of which he was one of the owners. By a curious fatality,
on this particular morning (June 29, 1882) he missed the boat, and for
the first and only time took the train on the New Jersey Central Rail-
road. Within half an hour after starting the cars pitched over the
bridge at Parker’s Creek, the one in which he was seated overturning
as it crashed down into the mud and water. The tram-way had been
recently repaired, and one of the rails was imperfectly spiked down.
This caused the track to spread, and was the means of throwing the
train oft the bridge. Among the victims of the disaster, several killed
and a great number badly bruised and wounded, was Mr. Garrison.
He died from concussion of the brain on the morning of July 1, the
second day after the catastrophe.

He was born in 1834 and was therefore forty-eight years old at the
time of his decease. The steamship property in which he and his father
had become so celebrated, and through which large fortunes had been
made for both, was disposed of several years ago. Of late years father
and son had been largely interested in railroad and other corporative
enterprises, and their high rank among the business magnates of the
great metropolis is well known.

Mr. Garrison was prominent in social circles and a member of several
of the leading New York clubs. He was popular through his remarka-
ble intellectual and manly qualities, and much beloved by his friends.
In personal appearance he was an example of physical strength and
grace, being tall, straight, and broad shouldered. He left behind him
& wife and four children—three daughters and a son. His connection
with the Life-Saving Service as president of its Board, was of too re-
cent date for more than record, but much was expected from his power-
ful good sense and executive ability in this capacity, and it is felt that
the establishment has sustained a serious deprivation in losing the
services which he had generously and with his usual public spirit placed
gratuitously at its disposal.
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EXAMINATION OF KEEPERS AND CREWS.

Shortly after the commencement of the active season in September,
1881, the keepers and crews of the stations upon the Atlantic coast
were subjected to the usual physical and protessional examination. It
is needless, however, to note the results of this examination, inasmuch
as the passage of the act of May 4, 1882, with its provisions for extend-
ing to men disabled in the line of duty, and to the widows and orphans
of those who might perish in the same way, benefits somewhat anala-
gous to those conferred by pension acts, made it practicable and desir-
able to institute anothet examination, involving stricter tests of physi-
cal soundness, which has resulted in not simply supplying the service
with thoroughly sound men, but furnished the possible claimant for the
benefits provided by the act with a certificate showing his physical con-
dition at the time of his entrance upon duty, thereby sparing him the
necessity of proving his prior condition in the event of his becoming
entitled to those benefits, and at the same time protecting the Govern-
ment from imposition by barring out claims which might be made on
account of disabilities contracted at a time anterior to enlistment into
the service, or to the enactment of the law. The fullowing regulations,
which were published with reference to this examination and to subse-
quent admission into the service, show the course pursued under the
provisions of the act referred to:

1. The keepers and crews of life saving and life-boat stations will be
required to undergo a thorough physical examination by medical offi-
cers of the Marine Hospital Service detailed for the purpose, and cer-
tificates of such examination showing the exact physical condition of
each man will be filed in the office of the General Superintendent.

2. Hereafter each keeper, before the enlistmeunt of a person for the first
time in his crew, will require him to produce a certificate of examination
by a medical officer of the Marine Hospital Service, showing his exact
physical condition, and that he is physically qualified to perform the
duties of a surfman in the service, and will furnish him with a copy of
Form 1800, containing a notice to the medical officer that he has been se-
lected for enlistment if found qualified, and a request for his examina-
tion. This will secure him an examination, without expense, by the
medical officer, who will also furnish him with the proper certiticate,
which the keeper will transmit to the General Superintendent, together
with the report of the change in his crew on Form 1811.

3. No person will hereafter be originally enlisted into the service as
a surfnan who is over the age of forty-five years.

4. No person who is over the age of fifty-five years will be re-enlisted
unless he produce a certificate from a medical officer of the Marine Hos-
pital Service that he is found to be physically qualified to perform all
the required duties.

5. Every keeper over the age of fifty-five years will be required an-
nually, on or before the first day of September, to produce a certificate
from a medical officer of the Marine Hospital Service that he is physi-
cally qualified to perform all the duties pertaining to his position.

6. Whenever any keeper or member of a crew becomes entitled to the
benefit of the provisions of section 7 of the foregoing act, he should
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make application to the General Superintendent for such benefit, re-
citing explicitly the manner in which his disability was incurred, and
all the circumstances connected therewith. This statement should be
sworn to and accompanied with the affidavits of witnesses testifying to
the facts from personal knowledge, and a certificate from a medical
officer of the Marine Hospital Service—if one is accessible, if not, from
a physician in good standing—showing the nature of the disability in
question, and the probability of its having been caused as stated in the
application.

7. Upon the death of any member of a crew of a life-saving or life-
boat station, by reason of perilous service or any wound or injury re-
ceived or disease contracted in the Life-Saving Service in the line of
daty, the keeper of the station to which such member belonged will
forthwith notify the General Superintendent of the date, cause, manner,
and all the circumstances of the event so far as is within his knowledge,
and will also state whether he left a wife and children, and how many
of the latter under sixteen years of age. In the case of the death of a
keeper, the acting keeper will supply the above information.

Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the foregoing regulations do not apply to vol-
unteer crews of life-boat stations enrolled under the authority of section
6 of the act of June 20, 1874, as they are not affected by the provisions
of section 7 of the act herein published; nor does paragraph 1 apply to
surfmen who have already undergone the required examination.

Upon the request of any claimant to the benefit of section 8, explicit
instructions for procedure will be given.

ESTABLISHMENT OF STATIONS.

.«

The station at Cape Fear, North Carolina (Sixth]District), which was
mentioned in the last annual report as in process of completion, has
been finished and put in operation. The station at Bolinas Bay, Cali-
fornia (Twelfth District), mentioned in the last report as then receiving
its equipments, has likewise been put in operation.

Satisfactory proposals, which could not be obtained last year for the
station at Peakéd Hill Bars, Cape Cod, Massachusetts (Second District),
between Stations Nos. 7 and 8, and for the station at Muskeget Island,
near Nantucket, in the same district, have been received since tue date
of the last report, and under them both stations have been ,completed
and accepted.

Three new stations, authorized by the act of May 4, 1882, are in pro-
cess of erection upon the North Carolina coast—one between Stations
Nos. 17 and 18, one between Nos. 21 and 22, and one three miles south-
west of Hatteras Inlet.

Sites have been selected and titles secured for the stations provided
for by the same act, at Damariscove Island, Maine ; Hunnewell’s Beach,
Maine ; Cape Elizabeth, Maine; and Jerry’s Point, near Portsmouth,
New Hampshire.

A gite has also been selected for the station which the act authorizes
to be built between Cohasset and Scituate Harbor, but title has not yet
been secured.

Initial steps have been taken for securing sites for the station author-
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ized to be established at Lewes, Delaware, and for the five stations be-
tween Cape Henlopen and Cape Charles.

REBUILDING, REMOVAL, AND REPAIR OF STATIONS.

The old station at Deal Beach, New Jersey (No. 6, Fourth District),
which was little more than a boat-house, and was extremely incommodi-
ous and had become dilapidated, is being replaced by a new station,
meeting the full requirements of the service.

Station No. 34 (Third District), near Far Rockaway, Long Island,
which was in danger from the encroachments of the sea, has been re-
moved about two thousand feet to the westward, to a site generously
donated to the Government for the purpose by Mr. Newbold Lawrence,
of New York.

Station No. 36 (Fourth District), on the coast of New Jersey, has also
been removed to another site, its safety being threatened by encroach-
ments of the sea.

The march of town improvements made it necessary to also remove
Station No. 5, in the same district.

Station No. 4, also in the Fourth District, has been extensively re-
paired and strengthened during the year.

Extensive repairs which were found to be needed on the five houses
of refuge on the Florida coast are being made.

At Stations Nos. 1 and 2, First District (Maine), sheds have been
constructed for the reception of apparatus and stores.

BOARD ON LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES.

The practical solution of several problems connected with life-saving
apparatus has had the effect of considerably lessening the number of
plans, devices, and inventions of this nature presented for consideration,
a result which has made it practicable to accomplish the desirable ob-
Jject of consolidating into a single organization the two Boards hitherto
existing for the examination of such matters. This consolidation has
been made, the newly created body being named the Board on Life-
Saving Appliances, the composition of which is given below. The origi-
nal president of this Board was William R. Garrison, esq., whose death
by an unhappy accident, after a brief incumbency, has already been
recorded. His place was filled by another citizen of distinction, Capt.
Frank R. Baby, of New York City.

The following are the rules and regulations of the new Board, which
are submitted for the information of persons interested :

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF ENE(I,!BSBOABD ON LIFE-SAVING APPLI-

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.

1. FRANK R. BaBY, President.

2. Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector of Life-
Saving Stations. rany
3. C%pt. Davip A, LYLE, Ordnance Department, United States Army.
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4. Lieut. TROMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue Marine, Assistant Inspector
of Life-Saving Stations, Recorder.

5. BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, Superintendent Second District, Life-S8aving Service.

6. Davip P. DoBBINS, Superintendent Ninth District, Life-Saving Service.

7. JoHN C. PATTERSON, KZeper Station No. 1, Fourth District, Life-Saving Service.

The devices, inventions, and apparatus submitted for the action of
the Board will be divided into two general classes:

CLASS I.— Wreck Ordnance.
CLASS I1I.—Miscellanecous Apparatus.

* SUBJECTS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD.’

CraAss 1.— Wreck Ordnance.
Mortars.
Guns and their appurtenances.
. Rockets.
. Line-carrying projectiles.
Shot-lines.
Faking-boxes, &c.
. Powder and other ammunition.
. Equipments, implements, &c., connected with wreck ordnance.

R Ry Ny

Crass TI.—Miscellaneous Apparatus.

Surf-beats.
Life-boats.
Life-rafts.
Life-cars.
Life-preservers.
Life-belts.
. Patrol lanterns.
. Signals.
. Working-lines.
10. Blocks and tackles.
11. Sand-anchors.
12. Boat-wagons and devices for transportation of apparatus.
13. Such other matters as may be referred to the Board by the Gen-
eral Superintendent of the United States Life-Saving Service.

.

.

© 00 =IO G 0N

1. The Board will meet at the call of the president, for examination
and discussion of such devices or apparatus as may be referred to it by
the General Superintendent of the Life-Saving Service.

2. A majority of the Board shall constitute a qunorum at any properly
called meeting.

3. The province of the Board is to examine, test, and report upon
such devices a8 may be referred to it by the General Superintendent ;
and it will not enter into protracted discussions with inventors or their
agents a8 to the principles involved in methods of improvement in plans
submitted, or how defects may be remedied.

4. In order to expedite the business of the Board, and prevent un-
necessary expense to the Government, the president of the Board may,
at his discretion, refer for special investigation any device, invention,

* Inventors will take notice that the duties of this Board do not include action
:{on any life-saving plans, devices, or inventions to be used or carried on shipboard,

e examination of these being the province of the Board of Supervising Inspectors
of Bteam-Vessels.
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%r sugject to a committee consisting of one or more members of the
oard.
"~ Such committee, after completion of the duties assigned to it, shall
submit a written report to the full Board.

6. Due notice of meetings of the Board will be sent to persons whose
inventions have been referred to it.

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

I. No person will be admitted to the meetings of the Board, to the
experimental trials, or to the firing-ground, except the agents or in-
ventors of the apparatus under discussion or trial.

1I. All experiments or trials will be conducted under the immediate
supervision of the Board, and by its employés alone. Inventors or
exhibitors may have the privilege of displaying their apparatus, if de-
sired, and of having the performance of the same noted in the record.
Any gun, rocket, or device in which explosives are used, to be first fired
with at least three rounds of the maximum charge by its exhibitor as a
safety test, before submission to the Board.

III. The handling of the apparatus by agents or inventors, at any
time after being submitted to the Board, is forbidden, except in the
case of the display test above noted.

IV. Any apparatus, models, or plans which have been submitted to
the Board and entered upon the record, will remain in the possession
of the Board for such time as may be necessary for thecompletion of
the examination, the trials, and the final report upon the same.

V. All persons desiring to submit devices or inventions for the action
of the Board will be required to forward their applications to the Gen-
eral Superintendent in writing, embracing in detail the following points
in the order named :

First. Name or designation of device to be submitted.

Second. Whether or not covered by caveat or letters patent.

Third. Nomenclature of each separate part of the device stated in
list form, with reference letters corresponding to letters on aceom-
panying drawing.

Fourth. Detailed description of device.

Fifth. Kinds and qualities of materials used.

Sixth. Dimensions of all parts.

Seventh. Weights of principal parts, and total weight of apparatus.

Eighth. Price at which device or apparatus will be furnished to the
Government.

Ninth. Construction, stating method of manufacture or fabrication
of each device in detail.

_ Tenth. Description of method of using the apparatus in actual serv-
ice.
Eleventh. Describe action of projectiles and line when used.

Twelfth. Accurate drawings must accompany all applications. Full-
sized drawings preferred, but drawings to scale of very large parts will
be accepted.

Thirteenth. Claims of inventors or exhibitors for their devices will
be set forth specifically in full, and in numerical order.

Fourteenth. Letters of transmittal, addressed to the General Super-
intendent of the Life-Saving Service, Treasury Department, Washing-
ton, D. C., will accompany above descriptions, drawings, &c.

VI. All apparatus connected with any device or invention will be
delivered, at the expense of the agent or inventor of same, at such point
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and at such time as the Board may direct, and returned at the expense
of said agent or inventor when no longer required by the Board.

VII. It is to be understood that the Government is to incur no ex-
pense for ammuuition or other articles used in the actual trials or tests
of any apparatus presented for consideration.

There have been two meetings of the new Board, the proceedings of
which are given in full in another part of this report.

THE WOMEN’S NATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION.

The donations of clothing and cordial food to the life-saving stations
have been continued during the year by the ladies of the Women’s
National Relief Association. Up to this date they have provided for
sixty-tive stations, and on several occasions of shipwreck the supplies
have come into signal use for the benefit of the rescued. It appears that
food and clothing from the donated boxes were given to thoselanded from
the wreck of the brig Clara J. Adams, on the coastof Cape Cod,on Septem-
ber 19, 1881; the schooner Thomas J. Lancaster, on the coast of North
Carolina, on October 5, 1881; the schooner J. H. M., on the coast of
Long Island, on January 11, 1882; the yacht Florence Anna, on the
coast of Lake Ontario, on August 17, 1382 ; the brig Albert Miller, on
the coast of Lake Michigan, on August 30, 1882; the brig Thetis, on
the coast of New Jersey, on March 16, 1882 ; the steamer Pliny, on the
coast of New Jersey, on May 13, 1882 ;- the schooner Mary Shields, on
the coast of Cape Cod, on September 12, 1882; the schooner Fawn, on
the coast of Cape Cod, on November 12, 1882; and a fishing boat con-
taining seven persons, on the coast of Cape Cod, on November 14, 1882.
In addition to the sixty-five stations supplied, the Association have noti-
fied the office of their readiness to send boxes of food and clothing to
seventeen stations more, designations for which have accordingly
been given. The benefit of these supplies can best be appreciated by
those who have suffered for hours the drench of winter seas upon a
wreck, and at last have reached the station with almost dying hearts.
Next in appreciation to these should be the men and officers of the
Service, whose constant contact with sufferers from the sea must make
them realize the gracious nature of the relief the benevolence of the As-
sociation has afforded.

AWARDS OF MEDALS.

During the year medals have been awarded in four cases for heroic
acts of life-saving.

The instance first in order was that of Mr. Isaac H. Grant, the keeper
of Whitehead light-house, on the coast of Maine, who, on the 7th of
August, 1881, was the hero of a remarkably prompt and gallant rescue.
At about 8 o'clock in the morning of that day two men, named Thomas
‘Wilson and John Lynch, mate and seaman on board the schooner Vicks-
burgh, of Bangor, Maine, went out in a yawl from their vessel, which was
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at anchorin Seal Harbor. There was a dense fog, a strong breeze, with
frequent squalls and a heavy sea, and at 9 o’clock, when the boat had
been absent from the vessel an hour, and was about a mile to the east-
ward of Whitehead light-house, she suddenly capsized. The men con-
trived to get astride of the bottom, and clung to the keel, but were
repeatedly torn off by the violent seas, although they as often managed
to regain their position. Their cries for help were drowned by the roar
of the waves, and the dense fog prevented alike their being seen from
or seeing the shore. In this pitiable condition of suffering and struggle
they continued for three hours, a strong current caused by the ebb-
tide meanwhile bearing them out to sea, and the prospect of their being
lost rapidly becoming imminent, when the fog fortunately lifted and
disclosed them to the keeper of the light-house as they tossed, clinging
to the yawl’s bottom, far out on the rough waters. Keeper Grant
acted at once with admirable forethought and energy. He dispatched
his daughter with the alarm to the keeper of the life-saving station,
about a mile away, and while the girl sped on her errand launched his
own boat, with the aid of his son Frank, and put out to the rescue. So
stormy was the sea after getting past the lee of the light-house that he
wag forced to throw over sail and ballast to keep the boat from swamp-
ing. He soon found that the nearest way to the perishing men was
across a dangerous shoal, and time being precious, he risked this peril,
and after a hazardous pull came up with the sutferers, who by this time
were 80 helpless that they had to be lifted into the boat. They were in
a frightful condition, exhausted, benumbed with cold, their trouser-legs
chafed off at the knees by the abrasions of their struggles in keeping
their hold of the boat’s bottom, and the skin and flesh excoriated for
spaces each as large as a man’s hand, forming ghastly woands. The
keeper of the life-saving station soon came up in a boat better than that
by which the rescue had been effected, and to this they were transferred
and taken to the light-house, where their hurts were bandaged and every
attention was bestowed upon them. The silver medal of the Life-Saving
Service was bestowed upon Mr. Grant in recognition of his humane and
gallant service upon this occasion.

A similar medal was awarded in 1879 to Mr. John H. Rapp, a wood
and coal dealer at the foot of Rivington street, New York, in commem-
oration of two courageous rescues of persons from drowning. To this
the gold medal of the Service has this year been added, Mr. Rapp hav-
ing since the former award saved several persons from a watery grave.
Of these, one was a lady who was being carried away by a strong un-
dertow off the beach at Rockaway, in the summer of 1880, and was res-
cued by Mr. Rapp swimming to her, and after much difficulty and
struggle, bringing her to land in a state of exbaustion. Incident to
this feat was the rescue of his own wife, who had been bathing, and
upon his retarn to the beach became almost insensible, in the agitation
of the hour, and sinking down in the edge of the surf, was being swept
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away by the undertow, when seized and landed by her husband. In
February, 1881, Mr. Rapp saved a man named David Roach, who, in
attempting to step on board a schooner, fell from the ice-covered string-
piece of the dock alongside which the vessel lay, and became almost
unconscious in the water from having severely gashed his head against
the schooner’s chain-plates as he fell. He was rescued by Mr. Rapp
leaping into the water after him, and with great effort and struggle
buoying him up against the edge of the dock, upon which, the tide
being high, he succeeded, by desperate exertion, in rolling him. In
June of the same year he rescued a boy from drowning in the East
River, and another in the following July. Mr. Rapp is about thirty.
eight years of age, and appears during his life-time to have saved from
drowning about thirty persons. Besides the two medals of the Life-
Saving Service, he holds the gold medal of the New York Benevolent
Association, and also a gold medal from & private citizen whose child
he saved from the water sonte years ago.

The silver medal of the Service was awarded to William Ross, a brave
sailor belonging to the revenue cutter Perry, who, in June, 1877, leaped
overboard into the Niagara River, at Buffalo, and saved from drowning
a fellow-sailor, named Charles Bates, who had fallen from the gang-
way, and was in especial danger from not knowing how to swim.

A similar medal was awarded to Samuel S. Cox, a valiant member of
the New York municipal police, who was proved to have saved from
drowning at various times four persons. One was a man named Terence
Cook, whom, in July, 1878, Officer Cox got from the East River by
jumping in after him, at the risk of being crushed between a lighter
and the dock, where the man was struggling. Another was a boy
whom he pulled from the water in August, 1879, by clambering down
upon a hawser between the dock and a vessel alongside. A third was
another boy whom he rescued in May, 1881, as he was finally sinking,
and the fourth was still another, whom Officer Cox saved in July of the
same year by jumping into the East River after him.

CONCLUDING REMARKS.

) F It is cause for satisfaction that this is the first annual report of the

Service which can dispense with appeals or recommendations to Con-
gress, and the Service itself is to be congratulated that those heretofore
made were so amply responded to at the last session as to leave little
or nothing to be desired in the way of legislation for some time at least.
The act of May 4, 1882, has placed the establishment in a better condi-
tion than it has ever been in before, completely dispelling the apprehen-
sions held at the date of the last report, when the Service was threatened
with disintegration on account of the meager compensation of its officers
and crews, and when it began to seem impracticable to longer hold to-
gether the splendid body of men whose achievements had been of such
high utilit;. The provisions of the law which secure ampler pay to the
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keepers and crews, and afford some recompense to such as may become
injured in the line of duty, and relief to their widows and orphans in case
of death, have not only conserved the organization of the station corps,
but greatly increased its morale, making the men feel that their services
are appreciated, and inspiring them with fresh zeal and ardor in the
discharge of their twofold daty on patrol and at wrecks. The increase
of the pay of the district superintendents, although not as great as it
should be, must have the effect of encouraging this group of worthy
men, whose positions as governors of the several provinces of life-saving
effort are of such incontestible gravity, arduousness, and responsibility.
The establishment of new stations at points of danger to shipping, as
‘recommended by the last report, and of others by the independent action
of Congress, must also greatly promote the objects for which the Life-
Saving Service was created, namely, the rescue of life imperiled by
coast shipwreck, the saving of marine property from the hazards of the
surf, and, incidentally, the protection of the revenue. And, finally,
although deserving of primary and paramount mention in respect to its
utility, the provision of the law which formally exempts the district offi-
cers and the station.keepers and crews from the countrol of politics, and
gives irretrievably and beyond contest, the operations of life-saving into
the hands of the ablest experts, must result in the greatest and most
enduring good to the service. This end, maintained by personal effert
and struggle, under great and often disheartening difficulties, season
after season for ten years,is now secured bevond quarrel. The for-
mation of the district service upon professional and moral gualification
only, to the exclusion of political or other considerations, is at length a
point guarded by statute.

The Life-Saving Service has now existed a full decade. Prior to 1871,
like the cloud no biggerthan a man’s hand, it was an unconsidered trifle—
its central habitat the corner of a kindred office at the seat of Govern-
ment, its coast existence a thin line of weather-broken huts upon the
beaches of Long Island and New Jersey—huts scantly furnished with
poor equipinents, and only one of every two provided with men. No be-
ginning could well have seemed more unpromising; yet it was a begin-
ning—the outset-of anorganized grapple with death in the surf for the
lives of sea-farers; and nothing could have been more striking, in con-
trast with the frequent catastrophes which had previously disgraced our
coast, than the success of that first yearof rude but disciplined effort, with
its unbroken record of rescues—not a single life lost by shipwreck during
the twelvemonth, along the stretch of the two beaches which then made
the narrow domain of the Service! From that initial success the institu-
tion spread, under the action of Congress, to the coasts of Rhode Island
and Massachusetts ; a couple of years later, to all the Atlantic beaches;
by 1877 to the Lakes and the Pacific, until now nearly every point of
danger to shipping upon our coast has been provided with stations,
either actual or authorized, and the necessity for this form of protection
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to life involved in peril by marine disaster, has the deepest and broad-
est recoguition in thought and fact. Before 1871 there was probably no
other arm of the public service so little held in esteem, as there was
none more withered and feeble; and the failure of a measure in Con-
gress in 1869 for manning the makeshift stations of that day and the
bare success which attended the later effort of the same session to put
crews at alternate stations, would seem to indicate that any vigorous
endeavor made in Congress at that time would have sufficed to scatter
all there was of a life-saving system to the four winds. To day, in the
face of the accomplished reductions in mortality by coast disaster, which
stand to the credit of the life-saving agency, it is certain that there is
no department of the public service a proposal to abolish which would
meet with a more instant and undebating rejection ; and the antithesis
is indeed complete between that frail edifice of ten years ago, which one
eloquent breath in Congress might bave blown into the limbo of things
that were and are not, and the stronghold the Service now consti-
tutes, tenoned and mortised in the national conviction and bearing its
immense trophy of deliverance, the accumulated triuamphs of many a
desperate struggle with surf and storm.

The reason for the change—for the grown prestige and deep-based
foundation—is not far to seek. It is the success that has succeeded, and
that is all. The skill of no limner could add such a blazon to the leaf
a8 that which is formed by the brief statistics of the decade given on
the seventeenth page of this report. That table is the record of over
fourteen thonsand people preserved from destruction; of more than three
thousand brought to the stations drenched, frozen, and starving, vearly
spent from the torture of the breakers, who found there succor in fall
measure; and of three-fifths of twenty-nine millions’ worth of imperiled
ships and cargoes recovered from the swallowing sea. The whole credit
of this great and beneficent result—a result the more admirable because
achieved within the little cycle of only ten years—is not claimed for the
Life-Saving Service, but how large its share in it has been, its published
records show and all men recoguize, and it is equally shown and recog-
nized that the large portion of the salvage, both of life and property,
directly effected by the life-saving crews, involved in a multitude of in-
stance the exercise of that homely and powerful heroism which fronts
death and the peril of death without intervention and without blench-
ing, and which makes the worker and his work dear to the heart of
mankind. Not less recognized, and forming an element in the general
appreciation, is the singular fuct of the small mortality which shades
the record of the ten years’ rescues. It is remembered that the life-
saving stations are deliberately placed, by elaborate selection, at the
worst points that exist for shipping, at the places where liability to
shipwreck is greatest, and where consequently there is the greatest pos-
sible hazard to seafarers, especially when tempest adds its own peculiar
perils to the perils of the fatal bar or the bad surf and undertow ; yet



48 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

it is under these worst conditions that fatality, through the efforts of
the life-savers, has been so rare and deliverance so frequent. The
sparseness of the loss marks the efficiency of the aid. It is a strik-
ing fact, established by careful statistics, that since 1876 the loss of life
upon the coasts of the country has been reduced nearly seventy-five per
cent. No means exist for comparison prior to that date, as it was not
until then that statistics of this kind began to be collected under the
authority of Congress, although if the traditions of frightful coast dis-
aster could be accepted as a basis, the percentage of reduction in
mortality from coast shipwreck could be put much greater. But it is
certain that while in 1876, and before that, one person out of every
twenty-nine persons on wrecked vessels was lost, there has been a con-
stant decrease, until now there is but one lost out of every one hundred
and thirteen. This is a rednction of very nearly seventy-five per cent.,
and it is referable almost entirely to the operations of the Life-Saving
Service.

The subject is capable of an even more telling exhibit. It has been
established in previous reports that during the twenty years preceding
the organization of the Service, five hundred and twelve persons are
known to have been lost on the coast of New Jersey and Long Island
alone, although if full statistics could be had, the number would be
known to be very much greater. Still, at the lowest obtainable figure,
five hundred and twelve persons were lost on those two coasts alone
within twenty years—that is to say, twenty-five persons per annum. In
& contrast almost violent to this result, we can set the mortuary record
of the past year of the establishment. Throughout the whole domain of
the Life-Saving Service, covering the Atlantic, the Pacific, the Lakes,
and the Gulf coast, there have been but twelve lives lost, less than half
the namber of fatalities known to have annually occurred in the little
stretch of a couple of hundred miles, which makes the coast of Long
Island and New Jersey—the actual number of those fatalities being
probably twice as great as has come to knowledge. But whether twenty-
five or seventy-five per annum perished from marine disaster within
those narrow boundaries, the opposing record, gleaned from the whole
amplitude of national coast now guarded by the life-saving stations,
shows a death-list of only twelve!

These are among the triumphs of our life-saving system. Facts so elo-
quent are in themselves enough to account for the stability of the Serv-
ice in general regard, and may fitly round the story of its first decade,
and light the promise of the one to come and those that are to succeed.
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[NoTE.—The following statements of services of crews were inad-
vertently omitted from the last annual report.]

January 30, 1881.—The steamer Bristol, belonging to the Great
Western Steamship Company, of Bristol, England, 1,274 tons register,
stranded on the coast of Long Island about three-quarters of a mile
west of Shinnecock light-house, at 9.30 A. M., during a thick snow-storm.
She had ten passengers and a crew of thirty-eight persons on board, and
was bound from Bristol to New York, with a cargo of tin and coal, the
total value of vessel and cargo being estimated at one hundred and
eighty thousand dollars. The steamer grounded about four or five hun-
dred yards from the beach. The patrol from Station No. 15, Third
District, was on the alert, and discovered her almost as soon as she
struck. He instantly hurried to his station, a mile and a quarter dis-
tant, and gave the alarm. The life-saving crew obeyed the call with
alacrity, and were soon speeding in their surf-boat to the stranded ves-
sel to proffer assistance. On boarding her they found the crew at work
throwing cargo overboard in an attempt to lighten her. The captain
expressed confidence that she would soon float, and the aid of the life-
saving crew was therefore declined. He requested them, however, to
convey a dispatch to the nearest telegraph office on the main-land ac-
quainting the agents of the steamer at New York of the accident. By
the time this request was complied with the force on the beach was
augmented by the arrival of the crews of the adjacent stations, Nos. 14
and 16, who had hurried to the spot as soon as they learned of the acci- -
dent. As the bours rolled by %nd the position of the steamer remained
unchanged, notwithstanding the efforts of her crew, it was resolved to
again board her. It was past noon, and the captain had by this time
realized that he needed all the assistance he could get, and when the
three life-saving crews pulled alongside their offer of aid was thankfully
accepted. They therefore turned to with a will and helped carry out
an anchor astern, with hawser attached, and by this means, after an
hour or two of hard heaving, the steainer was successfully hauled from
her dangerous position and enabled to proceed on her voyage to New

ork, where she arrived next day, apparently uninjured. It would be
difficult to estimate the value of the service thus rendered, but there
can be no doubt the life-saving crews present contributed very materi-
ally towards saving this valuable vessel and the greater portion of her
cargo.

January 30.—The steamer St. Albans, of Grand Haven, Michigan,
436 tons register, while on a voyage from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to
Ludington, Michigan, with a cargo of flour and live-stock, encountered,

.
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when about sixteen miles northeast of Milwaukee, immense fields of ice,
which caused her to spring a leak and sink. The leak was discovered
between 10 and 11 o’clock in the forenoon, and the vessel soon began
to settle, but the crew and passengers—twenty-one of the former and six
of the latter, making a total of twenty-seven souls—succeeded in push-
ing off in the boats, four in number, before the steamer went downmn.
Fortunately the weather was not bad at the time of the disaster, the wind
being light from the northwest and the sea smooth, although it was
bleak enough to occasion severe discomfort to the unfortunate occu-
pants of the open boats, who were, moreover, unable to make the land
-on account of the great masses of broken ice, which made progress well
nigh impossible, and who were destined to spend nearly twenty-four
hours on the lake in unavailing efforts to reach terra firma. To add to
the misery of their situation, after a day and a night spent on the cold
waters, the weather thickened by the morning of the 31st, and the
wind blew from the northeast in a gale, with flurries of snow, while the
boats still labored, involved in the floating ice-pack. -

At about 8 o’clock that morning Keeper John'Evenson, of Life-boat
Station No. 15, Eleventh District (Milwaukee), was going up the beach
from his house to the station, when two fishermen came running up to
him with the news that there were boats with people in them out amidst
the ice off North Point. Keeper Evenson at once hastened out onto
the pier, and through the flurrying snow saw the boats himself, blackly
dotting at unequal distances the drift of rough field and porridge ice.
The season of navigation having closed, the station was not open for
service, but the keeper lost no time in collecting fromm the gatbering
crowd a volunteer crew, and also got a couple of men to build fires at
the station and get it in readiness to receive the people to be rescued.
The surf-boat was then launched through the ice-pack, and, with the
aid of the crowd dragged by a line out to the end of the pier. The near-
est of the four boats was then drifting past the piers to the southward,
some distance away, and the surf-boat began to work towards her, the
men fighting the ice with oars and boat-hooks every inch of the way.
Finally, after crunching along for about a hundred yards, the surf-boat
got near enough for her crew to cast the heaving-line over the boat, in
which were seen nine men and two women. The surf-boat was then
headed back with the other in tow, and after a considerable struggle
with the ice, got the convoy under the south pier, where the ice-cakes
were piled up by the waters ‘in a solid mass, the entrance to the piers
being completely blockaded. The sufferers were then seized by the crew
and passed up over this mass to the crowd upon the pier, who hurried
them away to the life-boat station, where every attention possible was
bestowed upon them. It was from the group thus rescued that the loss
of the St. albans was first learned.

The other three boats were meanwhile drifting amidst a vast field of
broken ice northward of the piers, at a distance too great to be reached
by the boat. As they were in the neighborhood of the breakwater at
the foot of Buffalo street, the keeper thought that lines might be got
to them by the wreck ordnance, and engaging a large box-sleigh with a
double team he loaded it up with the Lyle gun,ammunition,and shot-lines,
and drove with his volunteer crew to the breakwater, accompanied by
Lieutenant Walter Walton, then an assistant inspector of the service.
Upon arriving they found a densely packed crowd, through which they
worked to the front with some difficulty with the wreck ordnance. They
found, however, that the gun was not required, the police and citizens
having already laid planks and firemen’s ladders out over the heaped-up
ice,and started out with a light clinker-built boat to one of the three boats
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which had hbecome wedged amidst the masses; but under the directions
of Lieutenant Waltoun and the keeper, the end of a shot-line was passed
out and secured to a line attached to the light boat, and the half-frozen
people having been taken on board, the crowd on the breakwater hauled
away, dragging the boat over the hummocked ice upwards of three
hundred and fifty yards, until the sufferers were within reach, when
they were taken up and cirried away to the station. Considerable
danger attended from first to last this method of rescue, as the field over
which the persons rescued were borne was composed wholly of cakes of
ice piled up in an improvised riprap by the rough action of the wind and
sea, and on the way the keeper and several others, accidentally getting
off the pathway of planks and ladders, broke through and went down to
their knees, but managed to scramble up and regain the narrow cause-
way. *

1{1 the meantime another of the St. Albans’ boats had contrived to
get near shore, half a mile further north, in the vicinity of the Lake Shore
Railroad depot, and the people on board had been helped to land by the
police and citizens. The fourth and last boat had drifted south of the
barbor entrance, and Keeper Evenson, under the direction of Lieuten-
ant Walton, lost no time in mounting his sleigh and driving down to
the vicinity, followed by Lieutenant Walton with the hook and ladder
company. The keeper on arriving went out on the south pier and found
that a party of brave volunteers, under the direction of Mr. Thomas
Davidson, of the firm of Wolf & Davidson, shipwrights, had taken the
station surf-boat, which the keeper had left upon the beach, and effected
the rescue ot the people in the last St. Albans’ boat—four men and two
women. One of the women was alost chilled to death, and was carried
to the station on a fireman’s short ladder, where every care was be-
stowed upon her, and a physician procured in attendance until she was
beyond danger. Food, stinulants, and hot coffee were given freely to
the rescued at the station, and all that was possible was done for their
comfort. The four women saved left the next day for Ludington. Two
of the men were kept at the station until the 2d of February—two days
after the rescue—when one of them, a sailor, was sent to the Marine
Hospital for treatment, and the other, an old Irishman, seventy years
of age, and without a home, was taken to the Catholic Asylum.

The bare recital affords but a faint conception of the thrilling circum-
stance of this rescue, of which the wild gray day, the gale, the flurrying
snow, the vast spread of rugged and groaning ice in which the imbedded
boats with their miserable imperiled loads were drifting, the active and
excited groupsot the rescuers in their daring labor,and the throngs upon
the piers and beach against the background of city buildings, were com-
ponents. It was an incident of the affair that a boat containing three
men lowered from the tug Nashua to aid in the rescue, became stuck in
the floes and helplessly drifted past the harbor piers. They were finally
rescued by three young men who put out in a light boat, attached to
- lines from the shore, operated by a part of the life-saving crew and
some men from Wolf & Davidson’s shipyard. Some property which had
been taken into the St. Albans’ boats in leaving the steamer was brought
ashore by the life-saving crew, and turned over to the owners of the lost
vessel. The life-saving work was effected without further damage than a
pretty thorough scratching and scarring of the surf-boat by the jagged
tsilu'face of the ice, and the loss of a boat-hook broken in fighting the

0es.

The whole number of persons comprised in this fortunate rescue, in-
cluding the three saved tfrom the Nashua, was thirty. The official re-
ports show that great praise is due to the police of Milwaukee, and also
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to Hook and Ladder Company No. 1, commanded by Assistant Chief
Engineer John T. Black, of the Milwaukee Fire Department, for their
well-disciplined and energetic efforts upon this occasion. A hearty
meed of praise is also due to a number of private citizens, who appeared
as volunteers and toiled with the ardor and steady purpose of trained
veterans. Chief among these may be mentioned Frank Otto, Frederick
Jacho, and Ferdinand Jokum, who shot out in a light skiff through the
dangerous posh of ice and water to the relief of the men from the
Nashua. Honorable mention is also due to Mathias Warras, Martin
Scharping, Louis Block, Andrew Konke, John Rehorst, Theodore Egg-
ers, James Semore, and Thomas J. Corbett, who, under the direction of
Mr. Thomas Davidson, saved the last lot from the St. Albans. The
men who served as volunteers under Lieutenant Walton and Keeper
Evenson were John Peterson, Gus Riboltd, Frank Otto, William Eggers,
John Eggers, Joseph Davidson, George Thompson, G. H. Thompson,
George Duncan, and Thomas J: Dailey. To them, to Keeper Evenson,
and to the people of Milwaukee generally the gratitude of the survivors
of the wreck was directed in the subjoined card, which appeared in the
Republican of that city shortly after the rescue:

¢“To the Editor of the Republican :

‘“We, the undersigned, survivors of the wreck of the propeller St.
Albans, lost in Lake Michigan on Sunday, the 30th day of January last,’
desire to place upon record the sentiments of gratitude we entertain
toward Capt. John Evenson, of the Milwaukee life-saving station, for
the admirable manner in which he has treated us from the hour when
he (Fallant.ly assisted in our rescue from the small boats, to which we
had committed our lives, to the present time. His efforts looking to
our comfort have been untiring, and we can never forget him, his brave
volunteer crew, or the citizens who have so nobly seconded his edeav-
ors in our behalf. We also owe a deep debt of gratitude to the good
people of Milwaukee generally, for their genunine philanthropy mani-
fested in many deeds for our welfare, and for the kindness we have ex-
perienced at their generous hands. And in behalf of the passéngers
and crew of the ill-fated vessel, we subscribe to this small acknowl-
edgment, '

“ EDWARD CASEY, Captain.
¢“ A, R. CALDER,
“ First Engineer.
¢ FRANCIS MCQUILLAN,
¢ Steward.
* MILWAUKEE, February 2, 188L”

June 9.—On this date Surfman John Kelly, of the Barnegat Inlet
life-saving station (No. 17, Fourth District), rescued two men from the
bottom of a capsized skiff in Barnegat Bay, about a mile and a quarter
north of the station. The station at the time was closed for the sum-
mer season. It appears that Kelly, who had been out fishing, was seek-
ing an anchorage for his boat during the northeasterly gale and rain-
storm then prevailing, when he discovered the skiff bottom up, with
two men clinging to it. Kelly, being well to windward, at once squared
away, and by skillful maneuvering succeeded in picking the men up,
and then, as quickly as possible, landed them at a place called Harvey
Cedars, where, upon reaching tfle hotel, they were furnished with dry
clothing and restoratives. They had been in the water some time when
rescued, and would doubtless very soon have been drowned bat for the
prompt action of Surfman Kelly.

4 I
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July 1, 1881.—At about 6 o’clock in the morning the schooner Eliza
Gerlach, of Cleveland, carrying a crew of seven men bound, from Buffalo,
New York, to Kenosha, Wisconsin, with a cargo of coal, struck on the
bar at the entrance to the harbor of the latter place while proceeding in
in charge ofa tug. The crew of the life-saving station (No. 16, Eleventh
District) went quickly to work with their boat and ran the necessary
lines from the schooner to the pier, and after heaving steadily upon the
capstan for several hours they succeeded in getting her safely into the
barbor without damage. ’

July 2.—At 5 o’clock in the' evening the schooner William Gilbert,
bound in to Big Sandy Creek, Lake Ontario, New York, arrived off that
place and made signal for a pilot to take her in over the bar. As the
water in the creek was very shallow at the time and it would be impos-
gible for the vessel to get in without striking upon the rocks in the
channel, the crew of Station No. 1, Ninth District, at the mouth of the
creek, went out and warned the captain against attempting to run in,
thereby preventing accident and causing the vessel to bear up for
another port of discharge in the vicinity.

July 3.—While a number of persons were standing on the pier at Sea
Breeze, Lake Ontario, about four miles east of Charlotte, New York,
the railing against which they leaned gave way, and Henry Williums, of
Rochester, was precipitated into the water. One of the surfmen of Sta-
tion No. 4, Ninth District (Charlotte, New York), happened to be pres-
ent at the time and immediately plunged into the lake and rescued him
from drowning.

July 4.—At half past four in the afternoon the lookout at Station No.
11, Eleventh District (Chicago, Illinois), observed a small boat with one
man in it capsize on Lake Michigan, off the Exposition Building, about
a mile south of the station. The life-saving crew put off with all the
haste possible to the rescue, but before they could reach the spot the
man had been picked up by a passing boat and was safe. They righted
the boat, however, and bailed it out and towed it ashore all right.

July 4,—At 1 o’clock in the morning, as one of the surfmen of Station
No. 16, Eleventh District (Sheboygan, Wisconsin), was patrolling his beat
to the northward of the station, he saw a man stumble off the steamboat
whart into the river. Hastening to the spot he found the height of the
wharf too great for him to reach the man by hand, so seizing a pole
lying near he extended it to himn, and was about to attempt to haul him
out when assistance in the person of his comrade on the south patrol
arrived. The splash in the water had attracted the attention of the
patrolman on the opposite bank, and realizing the situation at once he
threw off a portion of his clothing and jumped in and swam across,
reaching the spot in time to assist his comrade on the wharf in getting
the man safely landed. The latter gave his name as Peter Graves, and
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stated that he had stumbled overboard in the darkness while walking
dowu the wharf to meet his daughter, whom he expected by the incom-
ing steamer. But for the timely and effective aid of the two surfmen
he would in all probability have drbwned. ,

July 5.—At 5 o'clock in the afternoon the four-masted barge J. H.
Rutter, 1,224 tons, of Detroit, with a crew of five men and one passen-
ger, and loaded with iron ore from Escanaba, Michigan, while entering
the harbor of Fairport, Ohio, in tow of the tug Urania, grounded on the
bar about three hundred feet outside the harbor piers. The surf-boat
of Station No. 7, Ninth District, about six hundred yards distant, was
immediately launched, and the life-saving crew proceeded to assist her
by running lines and heaving her off, after which she was towed safely
into port. . .

July 5.—On this date, at 10 o’clock in the morning, during the preva-
lence of a thick fog, the crew of Station No. 10, Tenth District (Lake
Superior), discovered the schooner Prince Alfred heading directly for
the beach and in danger of stranding. By timely signals they succeeded
illl] warning her off, the vessel quickly going about and standing off
shore,

July 9.—The schooner Ringgold, of and from Oswego, with a crew of

two men and loaded with coal for Big Sandy Creek, Lake Ontario, New
.York, while making the last-named place, at 10 o’clock P. M., was un-
able to find the channel buoys at the mouth of the creek on account of
the darkuess of the night and the smoky condition of the atmosphere.
Upon blowing a horu as a signal for assistance it was heard by the
lookout at Station No. 1, Ninth District, and the fact reported to the
keeper. A beacon-fire was at once kindled on the shore as a guide to
the entrance, and then the keeper with two of his crew launched the
station dingey, and pulled out to the vessel to point out the location of
the buoys. By the aid thus rendered the schooner was nearing the third
buoy, when the keeper noticed that she was also drifting toward the
rocks to leeward, so jumping on board he assisted in working her to
windward, and then piloted her in and made her fast for the night.

July 10.—At 5 o'clock in the afternoon, during a violent storm of
wind and rain, the steam-yacht John Bueg, of Rochester, New York,
having on board a party of twelve excursionists, consisting of two men,
two women, and eight children, was driven ashore ove mile and a half
east of the harbor piersat Charlotte, Lake Ontario, New York. She was
discovered by a surfman of Station No. 4, Ninth District, who waded out
to herin the surf, carried the children in his arms, and then assisted the
women to the shore. The yacht was subsequently towed off by a
steamer, having sustained but slight damage.

July 11.—At 2 o’clock in the morning the schooner Sunrise, of Chi-
cago, 439 tons, from Buffalo, New York, to Erie, Pennsylvania, with a
crew of nine persons, mistook the lights in attempting to make port,
and got aground cn the point one mile north of Station No. 6, Ninth
District, at Erie. The patrolman discovered her immediately and re-
ported at the station, and at 2.30 A. M. the surf-boat pulled alongside.
The captain of the Sunrise availed himself of the services of the life-
saving crew to convey him in the surf-boat to Erie, to procure a tug.
The life-saving crew returned in tow of the tug to the stranded schooner,
ran her hawser to the tug,and then remained on board until she was
pulled off, at about 4 o’clock.

July1l.—The tug Lizzie, of Saint Catharine’s, Ontario, with the dredge-
boat Canada No. 4 in tow, from Fort William, Lake Superior, for Saint
Catharine’s, grounded about one-eighth of a mile north of Thunder Bay
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Island, Lake Huron, at half-past three in the morning. There were five
men on board each vessel. The accident was discovered by the patrol-
man from Station No.6, Tenth District, on the island, but before he could
reach the station to report, the steamer’s alarm-whistle was heard by the
keeper, who at once aroused the other members of the crew and ordered
the boat out. The station is near the southerly end of the island and
distant about a mile and a half from where the vessels lay. Just as the
life-saving crew sighted the steamer and her tow, as their boat rounded
the island, they also saw the patrolman running to meet them. It took
but a short time to pull in to the beach and pick him up, and they were
soon under way again, reaching the steamer in half an hour after the dis-
covery of the accident. Both vessels were hard and fastin an extremely
dangerous position in case the weather should set in bad. Fortunately
the wind was light and the water smooth. The life-saving crew carried
out an anchor and endeavored to heave the steamer off, but without suc-
cess; Su, at the request of her captain, the keeper took his station sup-
ply-boat (sail) and proceeded to Alpena, Michigan, eleven or twelve
miles distant, for a tug, his crew remaining by the steamer with their life-
boat to be ready for any emergency. The trip was expeditiously made,
and in five hours from the time of starting he had the tug E. H. Miller,
of Alpena, alongside. The station crew lost no time in running the
necessary iines, and the Miller soon pulled the Lizzie afloat. The latter
then proceeded to haul the dredge off, but before it could be done the
tow-line fouled her propeller-wheel, and thus disabled she drifted
ashore again. Seeing what had happened, the Miller again steamed
alongside and hauled the Lizzie afloat, and then rendered a like service
to the dredge, after which she towed them both around the island, in
front of the station, where they anchored,and disentangled theline from
the Lizzie’s propeller and made necessary repairs. The services of the
Miller being no longer required she returned to Alpena,and the station-
keeper piloted the Lizzie and her tow to a safe anchorage between
Thunder Bay and Sugar Islands, to await a favorable opportunity to
proceed on their voyage. The captain of the Lizzie was very thankfal
for the aid rendered by the life-saving crew, and freely expressed the
opinion that they were the means of saving his property,valued at nine
thousand dollars,as if it had not been floated before the wind freshened
it would have all been lost.

July 11.—At a little after 2 o’clock in the morning the steamer Dela-
ware, of Erie, Pennsylvania, 1,732 tons register, carrying a crew of
twenty-five persons.all told, bound from Chicago to Milwaukee and
thence to Erie, with a cargo of corn, stranded on Racine reef, about two
and a half miles from the harbor of Racine, Wisconsin, the accident
being occasioned by the thick, rainy weather then prevailing on Lake
Michigan. The cause which led to the mishap also prevented her from
being sighted from the Racine life-saving station (No. 14, Eleventh Dis-
trict) until daylight, when the life-boat was at once manned and the
crew went off to her assistance. Upon arrival on board it was learned
that the captain had sounded no distress signal when the vessel struck,
but that the first officer had been dispatched ashore two and a half
miles south of the harbor, in one of the boats, to telegraph to Milwaukee
for the assistance of steam-tugs. The captain very gladly accepted the
keeper’s offer to stay by him and aid in getting the steamer off. A few
hours later a Racine harbor tug came out with a gang of men to lighten
the vessel by discharging cargo. The life-saving crew worked hard all
that day and night and until the following afternoon (July 12), with the
exception of a short intermission to take proper care of their boat, the
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removal of cargo continuing until noon (12th), when three powerful tugs
arrived from Milwaukee, twenty-five miles distant. With their aid and
that of the Racine tug the Delaware was hauled safely afloat at about 2
o’clock, and taken at once to Milwaukee for repairs, having lain on the
reef for about thirty-six hours.

July 12.—In the excitement and confusion existing on board the many
small craft in the vicinity of the steamer Delaware, above named, at the
time she was floated off, a boat lying near by was stove and capsized,
and its occupants, two men residing at Racine, thrown into the water.
The life-saving crew went quickly to their assistance and rescued them,
and afterwards took their boat in tow and conveyed them back into the
harbor, the men reaching home not much the worse for their ducking.

July 13.—At about midnight the schooner Sunbeam, of Tuckerton,
New Jersey, with a crew of three men, and a cargo of grain, lying at
anchor off Cape May steamboat landing, Delaware Bay, parted her
chain during a heavy squall and went ashore about one mile northwest
of Station No. 40, Fourth District, New Jersey. She was discovered
the next morning, July 14, by the keeper of the station, who mustered
his crew (the station being closed for the summer) and went to her as-
gistance. On account of the low tide the life-saving crew could do noth-
ing until evening, when, with lines procured from Relief Station, No. 41,
near by, they planted her anchors off-shore, and, after several hours
spent in continuous effort, succeeded in heaving her off, in good condi-
tion, at 12.30 A. M., July 15. '

July13.—A.D.Marshall, of Lincoln, Nebraska, aged thirty-seven years,
visiting Kenosha, Wisconsin, while attempting to get into a small row-
boat from the dock at that place, fell into the river, and would have
drowned but for the timely arrival of Surfman No. 2 of Station No. 13,
Eleventh District, Lake Michigan, who jumped into the river and sus-
tained him until assistance arrived.

July 14.—An intoxicated man fell overboard from a skiff, at Charlotte,
Lake Ontario, New York. A surfman of Station No. 4, Ninth District,
witnessed the accident and, hastening to the spot in a skiff, rescued him
from drowning.

July 15.—A party of gentlemen from Rochester went in bathing, in
the afternoon, at Charlotte, Lake Ontario, New York. Soon after enter-
ing the water one of the party, Mr. Henry C. Hulbert, struck out from
the others with the intention of swimming across the Genesee River,
which flows into the lake at that point. Being known to his friends as
an expert swimmer, no anxiety was felt on his account, but when within
twenty-five feet of the opposite shore he gave out and called for help.
Before assistance could reach him, however, he had gone down. Word
was at once sent to Station No. 4, Ninth District, half a mile distant,
and the keeper with two of his crew proceeded to search for the body.
‘When found it had been under water an hour and a half, and life was
extinct. An attempt at resuscitation was made by the life-saving crew,
but without avail.

July 16.—At 11 o’clock in the forenoon a fishing-boat with three men
in it capsized on Lake Michigan, about ten miles north of the harbor of

" Saint Joseph. TFortunately the schooner Lizzie Doak, of that port, was
passing at the tine, bound in, and she at once picked the men up and
took the boat in tow. Upon the schooner’s arrival in the harbor the life-
saving crew (Station No. 10, Eleventh District) went oft and helped
right the boat, and then bailed it out and put it in complete order again.

July 17.—The sloop-yacht Laura May, of Charlotte, New York, with
two men, capsized on Lake Ontario, through the misinanagemeunt ot her



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 61

crew, about a quarter of a mile east of the Charlotte piers and half a
mile from shore. The accident was discovered by one of the surfmen
of Station No. 4, Ninth District, who, with a comrade, went out to the
rescue in the station dingey. They found the men clinging to the yacht,
took them into the dingey and safe to shore. The yacht was subse-
quently towed to leeward of the piers, where she was righted, bailed
out, and then taken into the harbor.

July 17.—The keeper and one of the surfimen of Station No. 6, Tenth
District, Thunder Bay Island, Lake Huron, were on the way in the sta-
tion supply-boat to Alpena, Michigan, for provisions. At 2 in the after-
noon, when about in the middle of Thunder Bay, and three miles dis-
tant from the city, they discovered two men in a skiff, which was half
full of water, unmnanageable, and driving rapidly out intq the lake
before the strong northwest wind prevailing at the time. The station-
boat went to their relief, took the men on board and the skiff in tow,
and proceeded to Alpena. It was a timely rescue, as one of the skiff’s
oars was broken, and the men were vainly endeavoring to make the
land with the one remaining oar and a piece of board. Tbeir efforts
had failed thus far, and the situation was hourly becoming worse.
They had been adrift since 7 in the morning, and when picked up were
well-nigh exbausted and badly frightened. As the wind increased to a
gale by nightfall, and continued to blow hard all the next day, there
can be but little doubt that the station relief which camne so opportunely
saved the lives of the two men.

July 21.—As Mr. S. W. Robinson, of Cleveland, Ohio, was out for an
evening pullin his canoe on the Cuyahoga River the swell from passing
steamers capsized the canoe and threw him into the water. Fortunately
it was not far from the life-saving station (No. 8, Ninth District), and
the accident was seen by the lookout. The keeper at once jumped into
the station ‘skiff with one of his crew and pulled to Mr. Robinson’s
aggistance, taking him in the skiff to the station, where he was furnished
with dry clothing, and thus enabled to proceed again in the canoe,
which the station crew had bailed out and placed in proper order
for him.

July 22.—A young man named Joseph Ryan, of Buffalo, New York,
while bathing oft thé light-house pier at that place, was seized with
cramps and sunk. One of the surfinen belonging to Station No. 5,
Ninth District, about a quarter of a mile distant, was on duty at the
pier and saw him disappear. Without a moment’s hesitation, he
plunged into the water and succeeded in grasping Ryan by the hair
and brought him safely to the shore. The man’s death was inevitable
but for the timely aid thus rendered. 4

July 22.—At 2 pr. M. the captain of the steam-tug John Gregory, of
Green Bay, Wisconsin, requested help from the keeper of Station No.
14 (Racine), Eleventh District, Lake Michigan, to search for three empty
scows which had broken lvose from his vessel during the gale of the
night previous, on the trip from Chicago to Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.
The life-boat was immediately launched and manned, and in tow of the
Gregory went out through a heavy swell and discovered the scows
stranded on the beach seven miles north of the station. Notwithstand-
ing an exceedingly heavy surf, the life-saving crew managed to board
the scows, taking with them a small line attached to the steamer’s haw-
ser, which they hauled in and made fast. When this was accomplished
they signaled the tug,and she pulled the scows off. During this opera-
tion the hawser accidentally fouled the steamer’s propeller-wheel, and
it was only after considerable difficulty and risk that the life-saving
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crew succeeded in clearing it. Before resuming the voyage the Gregory
towed the scows into Racine; in order to pump one of them out, it hav-
ing filled with water while in the surf.

July 24.—At 4 o'clock in the afternoon one Henry Munzer, of Buf-
falo, New York, while bathing in the lake at that place, was seized with
cramps and was in imminent danger of drowning. The surfman from
Station No. 5, Ninth District, on duty at the pier, saw the man’s peril,’
and, jumping into the water, swam to his assistance and succeeded in
rescuing him.

July 24.—Two of the crew of Station No. 11, Eleventh District (Chi-
cago, I1linois), put off in a sail-boat and rescued a man named Van In-
wagen, who had been overtaken by a severe squall while out in a skiff
for an afternoon sail in the harbor. The squall had disabled the boat
and it was half full of water, Mr. Van Inwagen being almost exhausted
when picked up from his efforts to keep the craft from capsizing.
After receiving every necessary attention at the station, the man was
sufficiently recovered in a few hours to leave for home, his skiff in the
meantime having been put in good order again. He had a fortunate
escape, for when rescued he was fast drifting out into the lake, and he
could not have kept afloat much longer in the condition the boat was in.

July 24.—During the same squall which came near resulting disas-
trously to Mr. Van Inwagen, as before stated, the other members of the
crew of the Chicago station also rendered good service. It seems that
the mate of the schooner J. O. Moss had rigged the yawl belonging to
that vessel and gone out into the basin for a sail. The squall overtook
him and capsized the boat, the mate, named Robinson, being thrown
into the water. The accident was seen from the station, and the men
at once put off in the surf-boat to Mr. Robinson’s assistance. Before
they could reach him, however,'he was picked up by three men who
were passing in a small skiff belonging to the yacht Anon. The dan-
ger was not over by any means, for the skiff was too small to sustain
the increased load, and rapidly filled with water, and would have sunk
under the weight of the four men but for the t.imeiy presence of the life-
saving crew, who took all four of them into the surf-boat, and towed
the skiff ashore, the crew recovering the capsized yawl later and taking
it alongside the scheoner where it belonged.

July 24.—At 4 oclock in the afternoon a westerly squall passed
over the city and harbor of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and shortly after-
wards an alarm reached the life-saving station (No. 15, Eleventh Dis-
trict) that a pleasure-boat had capsized out on the lake, about a mile
and a half north of the piers. The crew responded quickly to the call
for aid, but, upon pulling some distance in the direction indicated, they
met the capsized boat coming in, in tow of another craft, and its occu-
pants safe. They learned, however, from the rescuing boat that there
was another boat, with five boys in it, well off-shore to the southward
and eastward. ’fhey accordingly started in search and found the boat
about two miles out, with the boys, fortunately, all right. Theboat was
at once taken in tow, but before reaching the harbor a steam-tug came
along, bound in, and assisted both the surf-boat and her charge safely
inside before nightfall.

July 25.—Tn the afternoon an open sail-boat belonging to Eli Stevens,
of Port Ontario, Lake Ontario, New York, having on board the owner,
his wife, and two children, was running from the above-named place to
Little Salmon Creek, when she encountered a heavy southwesterly
squall, which carried away her canvas, and in this condition she
was drifting rapidly out into the lake when overhauled and assisted
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to port by the crew of Station No. 2, Ninth District (Little Salmon
Creek). It appears that the lookout at the station observed the boat
approaching when yet three miles off, and before the squall had reached
her. Realizing the danger to which she would be exposed when struck
by the squall, he reported the facts to the keeper,. and the surf-boat was
immedijately lannched and pulled to her assistance. On the way out,
the storm burst upon the lake with all its fury, and the two boats were
temporarily hidden from each other. It was during this time that the
accident occurred. As the squall passed away to the northward Mr,
Stevens’s boat was again sighted by the life-saving crew, drifting out
into the lake in an unmanageable condition. They were scon alongside
and, after transferring the people to the surf-boat, took the disable(i
boat in tow and proceeded with her into Little Salmon Creek, reaching
their station shortly afterwards.

July 25.—A: few hours later (9.30 p. M.), the two patrolmen from the
Sheboygan Station (No. 16, Eleventh District) heard the faint sound
of a steamer’s whistle away to the northeast, as though in distress. It
was at once reported at the station, and the life-saving crew put off as
quickly as possible in the direction of the sound. The night was very
dark, and after pulling out into the lake some three or four miles, and
seeing nothing—the faintness of the signals indicating that the vessel
was still a long distance off—they returned to the harbor and obtained
the assistance of a harbor tug. Upon going out the second time they
found the vessel, which proved to be the steamer John Gregory, of Mil-
waukee, at half past one in the morning (26th), ten or twelve miles off-
shore, in charge of a tug, which had just reached her and taken her in
tow. The captain of the Gregory reported the vessel disabled by the
breaking down of her machinery, and, while thanking the life-saving
crew for responding so promptly to his call for assistance, informed
them that with the aid of the tug first to arrive he could now reach port
without trouble, and their services would therefore not be required.
Upon thus finding they could be of no assistance, the boat was put
about and the life-saving crew returned to their station, arriving there
at half-past three, having been out on the lake about six hours.

July 29.—Telesford St. Peter, jr., of Chicago, Illinois, aged six years,
son of the keeper of Station No. 11, Eleventh District, Lake Michigan,
accidentally fell overboard from a row-boat in Chicago Harbor. He
clung to the gunwale of the boat until assistance arrived from the sta-
tion and was rescued without injury.

July 29.—At Kenosha, Wisconsin, Joseph Smith, aged nine years,
while amusing himself in a skiff at the end of the harbor piers, was cap-
sized, and would have drowned but for the timely assistance of a surf-
man of Station No. 13, Eleventh District, Lake Michigan, who pulled out
in a row-boat and rescued him.

July 30.—At noon the day following the rescue of Joseph Smith the
crew of the same station discovered a hat floating in the river near the
Main street bridge. Recognizing it as belonging to a boy named James
Clare, residing in the vicinity of the station, it was surmised that he
had fallen into the water. They at once commenced dragging the river-
bed, and after an hour’s search, succeeded in grappling the body. Im-
mediate efforts for his resuscitation were made, but it was too late, as
life was extinct. '

August 2.—The schooner Watchful, of Providence, Rhode Island, 139
tons burden, with a crew of four men, while proceeding in ballast from
Saco to Tennant’s Harbor, Maine, encountered thick, foggy weather,
and before her crew were aware of it she was among the breakers on .
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Brown’s Ledges, about three hundred yards to the westward of Station
No. 5, First District, on White Head Island. The anchor was instantly
let go te prevent her going on the rocks. It was then about 4 o’clock
in the afternoon. The station was closed for the season, but the keeper
was on hand with one of his crew, and fortunately heard the rattle of
the chain as the anchor dropped under foot. Hurrying along the beach
in the direction of the sound, he soon discovered the schooner, through
the fog, right in the midst of dangerous breakers. Upon hailing the
vessel, he was requested by the captain to come off to his assistance.
Prompt action was necessary, as the falling tide would, in half an hour,
leave her on the rocks. He could do but little with one man, and
there was no time to go in quest of the rest of his crew. Three
Yachtsmen, however, who were visiting the island, volunteered their
aid, and helped to man the boat and board the schooner. Under
the direction of the keeper, the anchor was quickly weighed, and the
vessel skillfully worked clear of the rocks into deep water, where, as
the wind died out, she anchored for the night. The vessel being safe,
the party returned ashore and housed the boat, after which the keeper
accompanied by one of the regular members of his crew, who arrived
later in a small skiff of his own, went on board again and remained
until 4 the next morning, when they assisted in getting her under way
and then lett her to pursue her voyage uninjured. But for the prompt
aid afforded the schooner she would no doubt have sustained serious
loss, and perhaps become a total wreck.

August 2,—At about 8 o'clock in the morning, during the prevalence
of a dense fog upon Lake Huron, the crew of Station No 2, Tenth Dis-
trict (Point aux Barques, Michigan), heard the signal-whistle of asteamer
apparently to the northeast of the station, the sharpness ot the sound
indicating a call for assistance. The life-saving crew put off at once in
their boat, and after pulling about two miles they found the steamer
City of Concord, of Port Huron, with the schooner L. L. Lamb, of the
same port, in tow, bound to Port Hope. The captain of the steainer, in
explanation of his signals, stated that he was uncertaiu of his position
on account of the fog, and desired to know the bearing and distance of his
port of destination. The necessaryinformation was at once given by the
keeper, and the two vessels shaped their course accordingly, and were
thue enabled to reach Port Hope soon afterwards without further de-
tention.

August 3.—The keeper of Station No. 5, First District, had scarcely
got ashore, after seeing the Watchful safely off on her voyage, when
one of the men who assisted in relieving that vessel discovered, through
a rift in the fog, a schooner anchored near the South Breakers, a dan-
gerous ledge of rocks about one mile southeast from the station, with a
signal of distress flying. Notifying the keeper, the two men boarded
her in a skiff and found her to be the John S. Ingraham, 293 tons, of
Rockland, Maine, whither she was bound, in ballast, from Boston, and
that she was short-handed through sickness among the crew, and there-
fore unable to work up the bay to her port of destination. All told, there
were eight on board, thiree being passengers, one of the latter a woman.
The wind being very light, the keeper advised the captain to remain
where he was until a breeze sprang up, and that then he would bring
assistance. He also arranged with him wbat signals should be made in
case of urgent need, and then returned ashore to notify such of the sta-
tion crew as were within reach to be in readiness for a call as soon as
there was wind enough to move the vessel. The weather remained
calm, however, all day, aud nothing could be done. At 11 A. M. next

A N
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day (August 4), they were favored with a breeze, when the keeper again
boarded the schooner with three of his men, assisted in getting her
under way, and piloted her to a safe anchorage in Seal Harbor, below
Rockland.

August 3.—On this date the crew of Station No. 9, Ninth District
(Marblehead Point, Obio), dragged for and recovered the body of a man
pamed Joseph Light, who bad been drowned a day or two previous at
Lake Side.

August 5.—At about 10 o'clock in the forenoon, William Eggers and
Edward Krause, of Two Rivers, Wisconsin, lett that place in a small
skiff, bound to Manitowoc, and when some miles down the coast were
overtaken by a furious squall, which crippled the boat so as to render
it unmanageable. For a time the wind was from the eastward aud the
boat drifted towards the land, but when it was within two hundred
feet of the beach the wind suddenly shifted into the northwest, and the
situation changed. The prospect of being blown out into the lake seems
to have made young Krause desperate, for he sprang overboard with
the intention of swimwing ashore, but the poor fellow’s strength gave
out and he was drowned, his companion being powerless to help him.
Eggers, completely terrified at the sad fate of Krause, drifted about for
some time after the accident, and finally succeeded in reaching the
shore. He at once made the best of his way back to Two Rivers, and
reported Krause’s death at the life-saving station (No. 17, Eleventh Dis-
trict). The life-saving crew responded promptly to his request for aid
in searching for the body and repaired to the spot in two boats, taking
with them a seine for sweeping the lake, Eggers accompanying them as
a guide. The search was prosecuted with vigor the remainder of that
day and until the afternoon of the next (5th), but without success, it
becoming apparent that other methods must be resorted to. Accord-
ingly on Sunday afternoon (7th) the keeper prepared a long grappling-
line and renewed the search, being assisted by some of his crew and a
party of volunteers. After sweeping the bottom for some hours they
found the body just before midnight, and it was at once conveyed by
the keeper to Two Rivers and delivered to the sorrowing relatives.

August 6.—The schooner Tillie E., of Provincetown, Massachusetts,
93 tons, with a crew of three men and laden with coal from Weehawken
for Provincetown, sprung a leak when about five miles south of Point
Judith. Tle weather was foggy, with a light sonthwesterly breeze.
Seeing she thast sink before long, the captain, in order to save the lives
of himself and crew, ran her ashore half a mile west of Station No. 2,
Third District (Point Judith, Rhode Island). She grounded at 8 A. M.,
but as the station was closed for the season and the crew disbanded,
her position was not discovered by auy person on shore until 11 o’clock,
when a member of the life-saving crew happened in the vicinity,
and, seeing the schooner, he at once hurried to the point and tele-
graphed the fact to the station-keeper at Narragansett Pier, five or six
miles distant. The keeper, in company with another member of his
crew, drove in haste to the station, and as the sca was sinooth they
l«umched a fishing-skiff and pulled down the shore to the wreck, reach-
iug her in an hour after receiving the dispatch. Finding her (leserted
they landed on the beach and found her crew safe, in the company of
the sartman who had reported her. The latter, after telegraphing to
the keeper, had returned, 2nd on meeting the schoouner’s crew, they hav-
ing come ashore in their own boat, he assisted in landing their effects.
T Iu keeper's ofter of the hospitalities of thy station was gladly accepted,
and they remained there tive days. When they were ready to leave,
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he furnished them with a letter to the railroad officials at Narragansett
Pier, by means of which they obtained free transportation to their homes,
they being destitute of funds. Their vessel became a total wreck, al-
though part of the cargo was saved.

August T.—'Two mmen belonging to the schooner Vicksburg, of Bangor,
lying at anchor in Seal Harbor, between White Head and Spruce Head
Islands, Maine, who went out from the vessel in a boat and were cap-
sized, were rescued by the keeper of the White Head Island Light-
House, aided by the keeper of Life-Saving Station No. 5, First District.
For particulars of this rescue see page 43, under caption ot *“Awards of
Medals.”

August T.—At about 8 p. M., at Racine, Wisconsin, during the preva-
lence of a fresh northeasterly gale, the crew of Station No. 14, Eleventh
District, Lake Michigan, observed a small schooner endeavoring to make
the harbor. As she needed the services of a tug and there was none at
hand, the life-saving crew took her line and succeeded in hauling her
from the end of the north pier safely into the river.

August T.—At the same station (No. 14, Eleventh District), and on
the same date, as the crew were engaged in warping the schooner be-
fore referred to into the river, a boy named Joseph Caurtin, ten years
of age, carelessly gotin the way of the line attached to the schooner and
was knocked overboard from the pier. The life-saving crew promptly
went to his assistance and succeeded in saving him from drowning.

August 8.—On this date, as the crew of Station No. 8, Tenth District
(Hammond’s Bay, Lake Huron), were on their way in their boat to
Rogers City, Michigan, for provisions, they sighted the small schoouer
Josie Burns, of Alpeua, anchored out in the lake, apparently deserted.
Upon reaching her, however, they found oue man on board, who was
very sick and unable to work the vessel into port, she being bound from
Alpena to Rogers City with a cargo of ice. The life-saving crew at
once took charge and got the vessel under way and conducted her to
her place of destination and there procured for the man medical aid.

August 8—A man named Anthony Dufty, forty-three years of age,
of Racine, fell into the river at that place about noon, and was drowned.
The body was recovered by the life-saving crew (Station No. 14, Elev-
enth District) after it had been under water for half an hour. Imme-
diat_(]a and prolonged effort was made for his resuscitation, but without
avail.

August 8.—At 1 o’clock in the afternoon the crew of Station No. 17,
Eleventh District, sighted a small fishing-hoat coming into the harbor
of Two Rivers, partially disabled by the breaking of her tiller. Three
of the surfmen at once went off in the station skiff and met the boat,
and accompanied it in over the bar, ready to assist in case of need.

August 8.—Half an hour after the above occurrence the Two Rivers
crew (No. 17, Eleventh District), discovered a fishing-boat in a disabled
condition about two miles northeast of the station, she having carried
away her sail while endeavoring to beat into the harbor against the
strong southerly wind then prevailing. The boat was soon afterwards
observed heading for the beach to leeward of the harbor. The life-
saving crew, realizing at once the danger of an attempt toland through
the heavy surf, started at the top of their speed along the beach to-
wards the boat and arrived just in time to be of great service in help-
ing the fishermen ashore and saving their boat and its cargo of fish,
the men being very thankful for the aid thus rendered them.

August 10.—At sunset the sloop-yacht Hattie B., of Boston, five tons,
having on board a party of five young men, bound on a holiday excur-
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sion to Martha’s Vineyard, stranded on Shovelfull Shoal, oft Monomoy
Point, Massachusetts, while endeavoring to beat up through the slue
between Handkerchief and Shovelfull Shoals into Chatham Bay, for a
barbor. The wind at. the time was strong from the northward and dead
against her. The shoal upon which she stranded becomes partially dry
at low-water and dangerous eddies and currents exist around its mar-
gin, rendering navigation extremely dangerous to those unacquainted
with the locality. There are no habitations at the extremity of the
point, the nearest, a mile or two distant, being occnpied by fishermen
from the main-land who carry on operations from Monomoy Beach. The
accident was seen by a fisherman retaurning from the point, and upon
reaching the settlement he reported the fact to the keeper of Station
No. 13, Second District, who also follows the avocation of fisherman
during the sumnmer months, when his station is closed and the crew dis-
banded. The latter at once called for volunteers to accompany him to
the point and rescue the people on board the sloop, aud all who were
present, thirteen in number, responded. Arriving in boats, after dark,
they found the yacht in the breakers, nearly full of water, running-
rigging unrove, sails torn, and the small boat stove and thus rendered
useless; in fact, she was almost a wreck, while the excursionists were.:
in a truly pitiable condition. The edge of the shoal where they were-
stranded was far distant from the desolate-looking beach, and as aid.
was scarcely expected from that quarter they endeavored to attract the
attention of vessels passing through Vineyard Sound by burning every-
thing of an inflammable nature on board as signals of distress. They
even stripped off their garments and attempted to burn them, in their -
efforts to make their perilous position known. While some were thus
engaged, others, despairing of succor from the outside, attempted to-
construct a frail raft out of the cabin doors, a water keg, and some -
oars. Becoming despondent at the ill success of their efforts, all their -
valuables were collected and secured upon the person of the most ex-
pert swimmer of the party, who, charged with messages to the relatives .
and friends of the rest, was about to attempt to reach the shore through.
the surf, when, to their great joy, the rescuing boats came up. Taking
in at a glance the true state of affairs, the fishermen saw that the half-
naked youths were entirely out of their element on board such a craft.
in such a place, surrounded by swift-ranning cuarrents, tide-rips, an
breakers which require the skill of experienced persons to encounter
and pass, even in the daytime, without danger. They immmediately set
to work and pumped the yachtout, rove the halyards and sheets afresh,
and then making what sail was possible, succeeded, with the aid ot the
strong breeze, in driving her off the shoal into deep water; after which
they run the vessel to a comparatively sate place under the lee of Mon-
omoy Island, and anchored for the night. This done, the young men
were conveyed ashore to the fishing settlement, where they were made
comfortable and their clotbing dried; then, after partaking of a good
supper, they returned on board their yacht, accompaunied by the station-
keeper and others of the rescuing party, who volunteered to see them
clear of danger and safely on their way. Next morning, after effecting
temporary repairs, the keeper piloted the yacht clear of the shoalsinto
Vineyard Sound, and then left ber ou her course for Edgartown. Upon
their return to Boston the party united in addressing the following let-
ters to the General Superintendent of the Life-Saviug Service, and the
keeper of the station, in acknowledgment of their deliverane from the
serious danger which had threatened them.
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¢“To the Hon. SUMNER I. KIMBALL:

“ DEAR S1R: We, the undersigned, would like to acknowledge our
gratitude and thanks to Capt. Nathaniel E. Gould, of Life-saving Station
No. 13, Second District, Chatham, Massachusetts, for the services render-
ed us on the night of Wednesday, August 10, who with two boats’ crews
rescued us from Shovelfull Shoal, near Mouomoy, Massachusctts. We
would all bave certainly been drowned but for their timely assistance,
as the distance from shore and the roughness of the water would have
prevented us from saving oursclves. As it was in the inactive season of
the Service, we thought it our duty to mention their bravery to you.

¢ Most respectfully,
“Victor L. SECHE.
“ FRANK Q. LEMAN.
¢ MoNTE P. SMITH.
“ VARNUM H. WAUGH.
“ JAMES P. PENNYWICK.
"t BosTON, September 19,1881.”

“ SEPTEMBER 19, 1851.

¢« MYy DEAR FRIEND CAPTAIN GouULD: Having a few moments of
leisure, I thought [ could use them to no better advantage than to give
them to you. It would be very hard to forget you or your face after
what you did for us on that eventful night, and afterwards on the beach,
and your trouble in piloting us out in the bay. You may feel assured
that it was service we will never forget. I live in the hope of some day
repaying you with interest. .

«“ All the boys had a meeting a few nights ago, and we talked over
the trip and our disaster, and all were loud in their praises of you and
the brave men who rescued us from a watery grave.

“ T thought it would be no harm to write to the Life-saving Servico
at Washington mentioning the service rendered us that night, and, if
'{)mlll think proper, will oblige us by forwarding it to the Hon. Mr. Kim-

all.

“T remain, respectfully,
¢ VICTOR L. SECHE.”

Awugust 11.—Shortly before 4 o’clock in the morning the west patrol
from Station No. 10, Tenth District (Lake Superior), observed a large
passenger steamer steering a course that would have taken her ashore
in a very few minutes, the hazy condition of the atmosphere preventing
her people from seeing the land. He at once burned his patrol signal,
and the steamer thus warned altered her course just in time to avoid
running hard aground.

August 11.—At half-past 7 o’clock in the evening the crew of Station
No. 17, Eleventh District (Two Rivers, Wisconsin), heard distress sig-
nals from a steam-barge which had passed the harbor apparently all
right half an hour previous, steering south towards Manitowoc. A fresh
gale was blowing from the south and the sea was quite heavy, but the
keeper ordered the life-boat out at once, expecting the aid of a tug which
had promised to follow the life-saving crew and pick up their tow line
as soon as the boat cleared the breakers at the entrance. This the tug
failed to do on account of the great risk of swamping, and the life-boat
therefore set out alone into the lake. It was extremely arduous work,
and atter pulling for two hours iu the darkness in search of the vessel,
during which they made but three miles to windward and found no trace
of the barge, it was deemed useless to proceed further, it being evident
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that assixtance had reached the vessel from Manitowoc. This proved
to be the fact, for soon after returning to the station the keeper dispatched
one of the surfmen to the place named and it was there learned that the
barge had arrived safely, having been towed into port, in a disabled con-
dition, by another steamer.

August 13.—At 5 p. M. the lookout on the roof of Station No. 16,
Eleventh Iistriet, (Sheboygan, Wisconsin), discovered a sinall sail-boat,
with peopleinit, drifting to the southward, and apparently unmanageable.
She was then about two miles southeast of the station,and amile from the
nearest shore. The surf-boat was at once manned, and the life-saving
crew put oft to the rescue. A fresh breeze was blowing from the north-
east, making the lake quite rough. The occupants of the boat were
three young men, residing at Sheboygan, who had gone out for an after-
noon sail. The rudder had become unshipped and was lost, and as
there were no oars in the boat, the frail craft was fast driving before
the wind and sea when her perilous position was observed from the sta-
tion. Drenched to the skin, and with their boat half full of water, the
boys were badly frightened at the prospect of a night’s drift upon the
lake, and perhaps of being drowned before assistance could reach them.
Their joy can therefore be imagined at seeing the life-saving crew ap-
proaching, and finally draw up alongside. It took but & moment to
transfer them to the surf-boat which was at once headed towards the
land, and the sail-boat towed to the nearest safe place and secured.
The young men were then conducted to the station, and provided with
dry clothing until their own wet garments could be dried, after which
the life-saving crew completed their task by returning to where they
had left the sail boat, and hauling her onto the beach for the night.

August 14.—The steam -tug George D. Seymour of Ogdensburgh,
New Ymk with some barges in tow, became ‘disabled, by the blowing
oft of her (,ylmder head, while on Lake Ontario bouml from Montreal
to Oswego. The lm-rges at once made sail, and attempted to tow the
tug to their port of destination. When about tifteen miles to the west-
ward of Big Sandy Creek, the vessels were sighted by the keeper of
Station No. 1, Ninth Dl'itl‘lct located at that pomt It was then 2
o'clock in the afternoon. They made but slow progress, and an hour or
two later the keeper observed that the barges had dropped the tug,
and were proceeding without her. The tug was closely watched from
the station, with the aid of the glasses, and at about 6 o'clock she
hoisted a signal. The surf-boat was at once manned and pulled out to
her. On the way out the wind freshened, and the lake became quite
rough, giving the men a hard pull. Arriving alongside at 8 o0’clock the
captain informed them that as the wind was moderating, and the night
would probably be fine, the only assistance he desired was that the life-
saving crew should renew, by telegraph, a message he had sent by the
barges, to Oswego, for a steamer to tow him in. “The life-sav ing crew
therefore returned to their station,reaching it at 11 p. ., and dispatched
the message as requestgd

August 15.—At 5 o'clock in the evening the sloop Julia A. Reid, of
Somers Point, New Jersey, with twelve persons on board, bound from
Absecom on a short pleasure trip to sea, drifted ashore on the south
side of Absecom Inlet, New Jersey. The wind was very light from the
northeast and the sea quite smooth. The life-saving station at the inlet
(No. 27, Fourth District) was closed for the season, but the keeper was
on hand and witnessed the accident. He at once assembled a boat’s
crew, composed of three ot his own men and four volunteers, and pro-
ceeded alongside in the surf-boat. The vessel was well up on the beach
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and the excursionists had got ashore without assistance before the ar-
rival of the boat. As the sloop was not equipped with suitable lines
for such an emergency, the keeper procured a hawser from the station
and with that bent to her anchors and carried off shore they succeeded,
after three hours’ labor, in heaving ber off in good shape. DBut for the
service thus promptly rendered the sloop would in all probability have
filled with water at next high tide, and thus have suffered considerable
damage.

August 15.—Two hours af.er safely mooring the Julia A. Reid inside
the harbor the keeper of Station No. 27 sighted the schooner Heury
Disston, of Norfolk, Virginia, lying becalmed about two miles off-shore.
He knew she had gone out early in the day with an excursion ay
numbering about one hundred and thirty, expecting to return before
dark. The wind dying out and the tide being agaiust her, the schooner
was unable to reach port. Being a small vessel of but 40 tons bur-
den, she, of course had not sleeping accommodations for so large a num-
berof people. The keeper knowing that some of them would be alarmed
at the prospect of remaining out all night and that all would be seri-
ously inconvenienced on account of their number, mustered a crew
and went off in the surf-boat and offered to take all ashore who desired
to go. About fifty availedl themselves of the offer and were safely
landed, three trips being made, thelast load reaching the beach at four
in the morning (August 16). The rest of the excursionists preferred
remaining on board, and did not get ashore until some hours later, when
a favoring breeze sprang up and epnabled the schooner to reach the
wharf inside.

Awugust 15.—At half-past 7 in the evening the sloop Frolic, of Chi-
cago, Illinois, with two men on board, while running into the light-
house slip in Chicago Harbor, collided with and was capsized by the tug
R. Prindiville, which was steaming out of the harbor with a vessel in
tow. The accident was witnessed by the lookout at Station No. 11,
Eleventh District (Lake Michigan), and the crew at once put off in the
surf-boat to the sloop’s assistance. Arriving alongside, they found the
two men belonging to the sloop had been taken on board the tug, and
that the latter, without stopping to land them, had proceeded out into
thelake. Thelife-saving crew, therefore, endeavored to right the sloop ;
but failing in this, as she was full of water, they towed her into the
light-house slip and made her fast in a safe place until the return of her
crew.

August 16.—At 6 o’clock in the morning the crew of Station No. 15,
Eleventh District (Milwaukee, Wisconsin), were called upon to grapple
for the body of a boy drowned the day previous about balf a mile north
of the station. The place was very rocky and the surf quite bad, and
the crew, after dragging the bottom for about four hours, failed to find
the corpse.

Awugust 18.—The schooner Fiat, of Big Sandy Creek, Lake Ontario,
New York, whither she was bound from Oswego, having five persons
on board—one a passenger—and a cargo of coal and flour, grounded at
8.30 A. M. on a large bowlder near the entrance to the creek. Fortu-
nately the wind was light and the water smooth. The accident was
seen from the life-saving station (No. 1, Ninth District), a quarter of a
mile distant, and the crew at once hastened to her assistance. Having
no warps on board the schooner long enough for use in getting her
afloat, the station lines were sent for. Running one of these lines to
the north bank of the creek from the bow of the schooner, another was
bent to an anchor and carried ount from aft, and an attempt made to
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heave her oft the rock. Their first efforts failing, the captain went
ashore to procure the aid of a vessel to lighter the cargo. During his
absence the station crew made another and more vigorous effort, which
resulted suecessfully, the schooner being tloated without damage. The
schooner was then warped into the creek and made fast to the wharf,
after which the men returned to their station.

August 18.—Ada McMartin, twenty years of age, fell into the water
from the west pier, uear the light -house, at Oswego, Lake Ontario, New
York and, on rising to the surface, was rescued by the light-keeper
and his assistant. She had been under water some time, and, although
conscious, was very much exhausted. The light-keeper placed her in
charge of the keeper of Station No. 3, Ninth District, who arrived just
as she was taken from the water, and conveyed her to the station and
took the proper steps for her recovery. Symptoms of congestion be-
coming apparent, the keeper applied the necessary remedies, which are
always on hand at the stations for such cases and in the use of which
the men of the Service are fully instructed. Medical assistance was also
sent for, two physicians responding to the call. Upon examining the
patient and learning what had been done, the physicians expressed ap-
proval of the treatment, and soon afterwards left, fully satisfied that
their services were not needed. In a few hours the young lady had
sufficiently recovered to permit of her transfer to the city hospital for
further treatment.

August 18.—On this date the crew of the Milwaukee station (No. 15,
Eleventh District) went out in their surf-boat and assisted the surveyor,
engaged in determining the range-bearings of the piling driven outside
ﬂlle harbor for the new breakwater in course of construction at that
place.

August 20.—At 4.30 P. M. a report reached Station No. 16, Eleventh
District «Sheboygan, Wisconsin), that two boys, named Hugo S. Steel
and Edwin J. Deotting, aged nine and seven years, respectively, had
been drowned that afternoon while bathing in the river. The life-saving
crew at once proceeded to the scene in their boat, equipped with the
necessary appliances, and after grappling for ten or fifteen minutes over
the spot where they had disappeared both bodies were recovered.
They had beeh under water nearly two hours, and a physician who was
present, after examining them, pronounced life extinct. The bodies
were therefore placed in charge of the coroner for the necessary inquest.

August 23.—Two men, residents of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, in attempt-
ing to reach Two Rivers, a few miles distant, in a small sail-boat, mis-
took the entrance to the latter harbor, and came near running their
boat into the surt on the beach. Being unaccustomed to the manage-
ment of boats, they would probably have fared badly but for the prompt
assistance of three of the crew of Station No. 17, Eleventh District
(Two Rivers), who put oft in time to prevent accident and towed the
boat safely into the harbor.

August 27.—8hortly before 6 o’clock in the evening an alarm was
given at Station No. 15, Eleventh District (Milwaukee, Wisconsin), that
a skifl’ with two boys in it had capsized near the south pier, a short dis-
tance from the station. The surf-boat was run out and the life-saving

- crew reached the spot a few wminutes later, but the boys were already
safe, one of them having been instantly picked up by « boat lying near,
while the other little fellow had climbed up on the dock without assist-
ance. The crew righted and bailed the skiff out and towed it to the
station, where they putitin good order so the boys could returnin it up
the river to their homes.
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September 1.—At 11 A. M. the crew of Station No. 2, Ninth District
(Salmon Creek, Lake Ontario, New York), heard a steamer’s alarm-
whistle, apparently not far from shore, although nothing could be seen
of her on account of the dense smoke from forest fires which hung
heavily over the lake. The life-saving crew went off in the direction of
the sound, and after pulling about two miles east of the station found
the steamer Thomson Kingsford, of Oswego, whither she was bound from
a Canadian port, with a crew of ten men and a cargo of lumber, lying to
not far from shore, unable to find ber way. She had overrun her reck-
oning, and the captain was anxious to communicate with the shore to
ascertain his true position. The keeper informed him of his where-
abouts, giving the bearing and distance of Oswego, and then, after see-
ing the steamer well on her way, returned to his station.

September 2.—At 4 in the afternoon, while a number of boys were
playing on the whart at Charlotte, Lake Ontario, New York, one of the
number, named Frank Allen, lost his balance and fell into the water.
An alarm being given, four surfinen of Station No. 4, Ninth District,
near by, and a number of other persons who were in the vicinity, has-
tened to the spot. The body was recovered after being under water
nearly thirty minutes. Earnest efforts were at once made towards re-
suscitation, and it was not until an hour and a half after it was taken
from the water, and all possibility of success had vanished, that the at-
tempt to restore respiration was relinquished. The child was very deli-
cate, and life was no doubt extinct when the body was found.

September 3.—At half-past nine in the forenoon the lookout at Station
No. 16, Sixth District, (Bodie’s Island, North Carolina), reported a sail-
boat with one man in it,drifting with the ebb tide out of the inlet towards
the bar, and in danger of capsizing in the breakers. The life-saving
crew at once went to the man’s assistance, and, after towing his boat
safely inside, aided him to land.

September 3.—Henry Hobart, aged twenty-eight years, fell overboard
while at work on the Government pier at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and
immediately sunk. Word was at once sent to Station No. 16, Eleventh
District, a quarter of a mile distant, and the keeper, with five surfmen,
equipped with grapnels, boat-hooks, and the needful appliances for the
resuscitation of apparently drowned persons, hastened to‘the spot. On
arriving they found that his fellow-workmen had recovered his appar-
ently lifeless body after he had been under water ten or twelve minutes.
After forcing open his tightly clenched jaws the life saving crew pro-
ceeded at once to apply the method used in the service for his resusci-
tation. He soon gasped for breath, and thus encouraged the men per-
severed in their efforts to restore respiration. It was not until they
had worked upon him an hour and a half, however, that his pulse was
perceptible. In the meantime a physician had been sent for and he,
upon arrival, approved of what was being done and advised its contin-
uance. The manipulation was kept up for nearly three hours, and then,
when breathing had been thoroughly established, he was placed on
board a tug lying at the pier and conveyed to the station, where every
means was adopted for his complete restoration. As anevidence of his
utter prostration it was reported that he lay fifteen hours in a state of
unconsciousness, and further that he did not recover his speech until -
the second day after the accident. Four days’ careful nursing at. the
station, in which the life saving crew took regular turns, brought him
well enough to stand removal, in the opinion of .the physician who reg-
ularly visited bim, and he was then taken home in a carriage. The
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shock to his system was too great, however, as congestion of the lungs
supervened, and his death resulted therefrom a few days afterward.

September 4.—At 1 o’clock in the morning, the British steamer Scindia,
1,423 tonsregister, of Hull, England, bound from Halifax, Nova Scotia, to
Norfolk, Virginia, in ballast, with a ¢crew of thirty-three persons,stranded
in thick weather on the outer bar of Hog Island, Virginia, one mile
from Station No. 9, Fifth District, and the same distance from the
shore. The patrolman saw her coming on, and endeavored in vain
to warn her off by swinging his lantern and buruming Coston lights.
As quickly as possible he reported to the keeper, and the surf-boat was
launched, though with difficulty on account of the high sea, and pulled
out to her. It was 4 o’clock when the life-saving crew boarded her and
found her pounding hard, with the sea breaking heavily around her,
and the men in a state of great excitement and alarm. After consulta-
tion with the eaptain, the life-saving crew proceeded to assist in throw-
ing overboard ballast to lighten her, and in carrying out anchors to
windward, with the view of heaving her off. When the tide fell it be-
came necessary to suspend operations for a time, but at the earliest
moment possible the work was resumed, and by four in the after-
noon the steamer was safely floated off and ready to resume her voyage.
The officers of the Scindia expressed much thankfulness for the assist-
ance rendered. Had it not been for the service of the life-saving crew
the vessel would probably have become a total wreck.

September 4.—The Canadian steamer California, of Montreal, bound
down the lakes to the Saint Lawrence River, was observed by the crew
of Station No. 1, Ninth District (Big Sandy Creek, Lake Ontario, New
York), standing off and on abreast the station, as though uncertain of
her position and wishing to communicate. The air was thick with
smoke fromn forest tires raging in the lake region, thus rendering nav-
igation both difficult and dangerous. The keeper, therefore, put off from
the station and gave the captain his true bearings, which enabled him
to proceed at once on his voyage.

September 4.—The scow Nellie, of Detroit, Michigan, bound from
Holland to Charlevoix, Michigan, with a cargo of fruit and vegetables,
capsized off the harbor of Muskegon, at 8 o’clock in the morning, while
secking shelter from the gale then prevailing upon Lake Michigan.
Her crew of two men were lost before assistance could reach them from
the life-saving station (No. 8, Eleventh District), a quarter of a mile
distant. (See page 18.)

September 4.—The schooner Sarah Ann Johnson, of South Haven,
Michigan, fourteen tons burden, having a crew of two men, bound from
Muskegon, Michigan, to Kenosha, Wisconsin, with a cargo of lnmber
and laths, encountered a strong southwesterly gale, with rain, when off
Grand Haven, and lost some of her sails. She was immediately kept
away towards the last-named port, for a harbor. While rununing for the
piers the steering apparatus became disabled by the breaking of the tiller,
and in this unmanageable condition she missed the entrance and drove
ashore at 8.15 A. )., about seventy yards south of the south pier and half’
a mile southwest of Station No. 9, Eleventh District (Lake Michigan).
The accident was observed by the kecper, who ordered his crew out
and immediately proceeded in the surf-boat across the river to the south
pier. whence they soon reached the schooner on foot. The vessel had
gone high up on the Leach and her men were easily assisted ashore by the
life-saving crew. The latter at once conveyed them to the station,
where dry clothing was loaned them until their own wet garments could
be dried, and other necessary provision made for their comfort. The

o
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schooner was subsequently hauled off, having sustained but slight dam-
age, and proceeded op her voyage.

September 6.—At 11 o’clock in the forenoon the schooner Wave Crest,
of Sag Harbor, New York, 300 tons buraen, bound from Georgetown,
District of Columbia, to Bristol, Rhode Island, with a cargo of coal,
struck on Black Rock, on the south shore of Block lsland, about two
miles south-southeast of Station No. 5, Third District. Asis frequently
the case with such accidents in the locality named, the stranding of the
schooner was occasioned by the dense fog prevailing at the time. She
had eight persons on board, one of whom was a passenger. Before long
she was discovered by the station patrol, who quickly summoned his
comrades, the life-saving crew reaching her in their boat within an hour
after she struck. The keeper’s offer of assistance was gladly accepted,
and the life-saving crew set to work without delay in an effort to heave
the vessel off. This they succeeded in doing by 2 o’clock in the after-
noon, and the schooner again foated in deep water. It was found, how-
ever, that the rudder was disabled by contact with the bottom. With
his vessel thus crippled the captain desired the services of a tug to tow
him to port. He therefore landed aund in company with the keeper pro-
ceeded across the island to New Shoreham, where a steamer was en-
gaged, and the schooner soon afterwards left in tow for her destination.
By the energetic action of the life saving crew it is probable the vessel
was saved from total wreck, as the shore on which she struck is gquite
a dangerous one, being fringed with rocks and bowlders and exposed to
the full sweep of the broad Atlantic.

September 7.—The crew of Life-saving Station No. 2, Tenth District
(Point aux Barques), Lake Huron, signalized themselves on this date by
sturdy service at sea, after equally sturdy service on land, their action
in both cases appearing in the terrible relief given by a Western forest
conflagration. For several days the whole wild country in the neigh-
borhood of the Point aux Barques Station had been on fire, and anxiety
and alarm prevailed everywhere. The life-saving station, which is near
the water and on the edge of the woods, had remained unmenaced, but
in the afternoon of September 5 the fire camne suddenly roaring toward
it, with a frightful energy which seemed to portend the total destruc-
tion of everything in its path. The stout-hearted keeper at once rallied
his men to fight the flames. All hands sprang to action. The old surf-
boat was launched, and the new one placed on the pier ready for launch-
ing. Everythingin the nature of a vessel was filled with water, includ-
ing two pork-barrels and two buckets set up on the roof of the station.
The boat-wagon, oil, tools, spare oars, and all the apparatus and appli-
auces were hurriedly removed from the house and put down near the
lake, asfaras possible from the conflagration,and the station powder was
alsore moved toa place of safety. Asthelight-house near by (about three
bhundred yards distant) was by this time in great danger, the keeper dis-
patched five of his men to help Mr. Shaw, the light-keeper, to fight the
fire, which they did successfully. Meanwhile the fire was raging around
Mr. Shaw’s farm, a mile northwest of the station, and all the buildings
upon it, including three barns, were in flames. Indeed the whole beach
and all the woods in that direction were in conflagration, and the black
smoke rolled down in a uuniversal cloud, scarcely pierced by the red
wefts of awful flame. The keeper knowing that Mr. Pethers and his
family were up at the Shaw farm in the heart of this dreadful scene,
grew fearful for their safety, and bravely resolved to go at once to their
rescue. It was then about 5 in the evening, and as it was impossible
to travel along the blazing beach (the woods in that region growing
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near the water’s edge), the keeper and his men launched the surf-boat
and pulled with all their vigor to the farm. They found Mr. Pethers, his
wife and five children, and George Shaw, lying on the ground, nearly
suffocated with the smoke—so far gone, in fact, that they had to be
carried to the boat. But for the timely aid given them they would
have surely perished. The boat returned with them to the station, and
the night was spent in watching the fire, the danger being immminent.
At 8 o'clock in the evening, the conflagration came again with a rush to-
ward the station, and the crew fell to fighting it with all their energy.
The surf-boats were launched, the hawsers, hauling-lines, and all cord-
age submerged in the lake, and everything combustible was taken
away from the station to the water’s edge. The house was, of course,
kept drenched with water. It was a terriblenight. Everything around
the gallant out-post was swathed in smoke and flame. The efforts of the
men continued until daybreak, By the morning of September 7, the
station-house seemed out of danger, all around being black char, but
the whole country beyond was still on fire.

Toward morning of that date, as several vessels were proceeding
down Lake Huron in tow of a steamer, one of them, the schooner-rigged
barge C. Amsden, of Vermillion, Ohio, became separated from her con-
sorts by the breaking of the tow-line. She was a vessel of 184 tons
measurement, and was bound from Alpena, Michigan, to Toledo, Ohio,
with a full cargo of lumber. At the time of the accident the vessels
were about eight miles from the nearest land, Point Aux Barques light-
house being that distance oft' to the westward. She had eight persons
on board, including the captain’s wife, two children, and a stewardess.
A fresh northerly gale was blowing, and the steamer had about all she
could attend to in keeping before the sea, which was very rough, and
making towards Sand Beach harbor of refuge, some miles down the
coast. Under these circumstances the steamer was compelled to leave
the Amsden to her own resources untilt the other vessels could be taken
to a harbor, as an attempt to round to and pick her up would probably
result in the breaking adrift of the entire convoy, with possibly disas-
trous consequences. Before sail could be set and the barge brought
under proper control, she broached to and commenced laboring heavily
in the trough of the sea, the result being that she sprung a leak and
soon became water-logged. In this unmanageable condition, with the
vessel making a southwesterly drift in the direction of the land, it be-
came & question with ber crew whether she would hold together util
the beach was reached or break up beueath their feet and become a
wreck while yet far from land. The sea was steadily increasing and
matters had assumed a very serious aspect. The undertaking was an
extremely hazardous one, but the captain finally resolved to take to his
boat and abandon the vessel, preferring the risk of such a course to that
of remaining on board. The yawl was therefore lowered, and by the
captain’s skillful management all hands reached terra firma in safety,
after a perilous trip, at a place known as Whisky Harbor. It was at
half-past 10 in the morning when they broke adrift from the tug, and
the sun was an hour past the meridian when the people landed on the
Michigan shore and sought the nearest house for shelter. In the mean-
time the crew of the life-saving station had observed the vessel part
company with the others, but owing to her great distance in the offing
were unable to tell whether she was in trouble or not. They were then
busily engaged replacing the apparatus in the house, whence it had
been removed as related when the danger was most imminent. Watch-
ing the vessel as they contiuued their labors, it svon became apparent,
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although no signal was displayed, that she was helpless and in need of
assistance. The surf-boat was therefore launched and manned. The
men were much fatigued fromn loss of rest and their protracted and un-
remitting labors at the fire, but the prospect of succoring their fellow-
beings lent them renewed strength as they gallantly set out on their
errand of mercy. When within a mile or two of the vessel she was
seen to fetch up on an outlying reef about three and a half miles distant
from the station. TFearing this would enhance the peril of those who
might be on board, although no sign of life could as yet be seen, the
station crew tugged at the oars with increased energy, and by 2 o’clock,
after a bardy struggle with the heavy sea, had the satisfaction of reach-
ing her side. It was not until then that they discovered her abandon-
ment. Not a soul was on board. Her hoat being also gone, it was
supposed the people had taken refuge on board one of the other vessels,
which were now out of sight to the southward. The idea of their land-
ing seemed out of the question. The barge was full of water and lay
hard and fast on the reef, head to the sea, which constantly broke over
her fore and aft. The cabin on deck was a complete wreck. Her posi-
tion rendering it dangerous for the boat to remain alongside, the keeper
hastily collected such articles as could be saved and then shoved off on
his return, reaching the station about 4 o'clock, with the determination
to again go off when the sea went down. With moderate weather, next
morning, the life-saving crew made another trip, finding the condition
of the barge unchanged. More property was saved, and this time a
landing was made at Whisky Harbor, some miles from the station, and
there they found the barge’s people safe and sound. After learning
the particulars of the disaster from the captain, and promising all the
aid in his power towards getting the vessel off, the keeper left, taking
three of her people to the station for shelter. That afternoon the
steamer arrived off the station and signaled with her whistle for the
life-saving crew. She was in search of the Amsden, but unable to find
her on account of the dense smoke from the forest fires, which still over-
spread land and water. An unsuccessful effort was made to pilot the
steamer to the reef, but darkness coming on, the attempt was aban-
doned. Two days later (September 10) the captain of the barge, after
arranging everything towards floating the vessel, sent to the station
for his three men. The life-saving crew accompanied the latter off,
taking with them the property saved. The barge came off the reef the
following day, and at once proceeded in tow to Sand Beach for repairs,
preparatory to resuining her voyage.

September 7.—As the regular watch from Station No. 5, Eleventh
District, was on duty patroling the south pier of the entrance to Man-
istee Harbor, Lake Michigan, at 3 in the morning, he noticed a vessel
making for the harbor during the prevalence of a fresh northwesterly
gale. The lake was very rough, and as there was some risk in the at-
tempt to enter the river in the darkness, he paused to observe her
movements as she coursed rapidly onward. Suddenly, when near the
south pier, she swerved from the channel and drove in towards the
beach south of the harbor. The fact was she bad struck upon a sunken
crib oft the pier-end and knocked a hole iv her bow, through which the
water rushed in such volume that she sunk in eight feet of water,
about oue hundred ‘and twenty yards from the beach. The patrolman
instantly dashed off to the station and gave the alarm, and in a very
few minutes the surf-boat was atloat and away. The station abuts on
the harbor, and it was therefore necessary to pull down between the
piers. This was simple enough, but when the end of the piers was
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reached the gallant little craft encountered the full fury of the wind
and sea. There was no faltering, but with a bold dash through the
heavy waves which combed and broke in tumultuous confusion about
the harbor mouth, they were soon outside, and then rounded the pier
with sturdy strokes towards the vessel. In twenty minutes the spot
was reached. The vessel was submerged almost to her deck, and the
crew were in the rigging. The men had been driven aloft, as she went
down, by the overwhelming seas which swept her deck from one end to
the other. Lying stern to the sea she aftorded but little lee for the
boat, which was brought to under her bow. Here the utmost skill was
necessary to prevent the boat from being swamped by the angry waters
which at intervals overswept everything, and it was only by watching
the lulls between the seas that the sailors in the rigging counld descend,
one at a timne, and hastily clamber over the bow into the boat, which
would then be pushed off clear until the next man could follow with
safety. When the entire crew, five in number, were thus safely trans-
ferred, the boat was successfully beached, and the sailors were escorted
to the station, by the keeper, for shelter, the rest of the life-saving
crew remaining on the beach to recover such property as drifted ashore.
It was now ascertained that she was the topsail schoouner-rigged scow
Christie, 147 tons burden, of and from Milwaukee, Wiscousin, for Otter
Creek, Michigan, with a cargo of flour and feed, and that she was seek-
ing refuge at Manistee froy the gale when the accident occnrred. At
daylight communication w?s established with her by means of lines,
and the life-saving crew Lusied themselves all day in saving such ar-
ticles as were not ruined Ly the water. The cargo, however, was a to-
tal loss. After landing all movable property, including the sails, they
nailed canvas over the break caused by striking the crib, and then
with the aid of a steam-pnmp the vessel was freed of water, and by
midnight of the 10th she was raised and taken safely inside the harbor,
Next day the station crew assisted in making such further repairs as
were necessary to permit her to be towed across the luke to Milwaukee
for permanent repairs.  Besides the gallant work of taking the people
off their sunken craft, amidst darkness and storm, there is not a doubt
that the saving of the vessel was mainly due to the exertions of the
life-saving crew, who labored faithfully and well towards the accom-
plishment of that end. They also fed and lodged the Christie’s crew
during the entire period of their involuntary detention at Manistec.

September T.—At noon the crew of Station No. 13, Eleventh District
(Kenosha, Wisconsin), discovered a steamer about six miles distant,
southeast of the station, apparently disabled. The weather was bad
at the time, but the life-saving crew went off as quickly as possible to
ofter assistance, the trip being quite an arduous vne on account of the
Leavy sea setting in from the northeast. The steamer proved to be the
Corona, of the Goodrich line, bound down the lake to Chicago, with
passengers and freight. She was temporarily disabled by the blowing
out of one of the stay-bolts in the boiler, and the engineers were busily
at work repairing the damage. The captain thanked the life-saving
crew for going off to him, and informed them that the only assistance
they could render would be the landing of one of his passengers who
desired to go ashore, and the delivery of a dispatch at the nearest tele-
graph office. notifying the agents of the steamer of her detention. After
remaining on board until the repairs were nearly completed, the life-
saving crew returned and landed the passenger aud forwarded the
eaptain’s dispateh, the steamer soon afterwards proceeding on her way
all right.
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September 8.—The bark Florella, of New York, 838 tens, with thirteen
men, while running in to Delaware Break water, for orders, with a cargo
of iron ore from Lisbon, Portugal, ran ashore at 8.45 r. M., at Cape
Henlopen, during a thick fog. "The accident was discovered half an
hour later by the patrol from Station No. 1, Fifth District, who at once
reported it at the station. She was boarded as soon as possible by the
life-saving crew and assistance offered. The captain thought nothing
could be done without a tug, and requested them to send to Lewes for
one, which was done. The bark sustained some damage, but was
hauled off a few days later, after throwing overboard about two hundred
tons of cargo to lighten her.

September 8.—Willie Burns, a child of gix years, got beyond his depth
while bathing in Genesee River at Charlotte, New York. He rose to
the surface three times and then sunk. A surfman ot Station No. 4,
Ninth District (Lake Ontario), bearing cries for help, ran to the spot
and rescued the boy. A few smart slaps on his chest served to revive
him; the water was forced from the air-passages and the child was taken
to his home, where he soon fully recovered.

September 8.— At about 3 o’clock in the afternoon the schooner Emily
Stephens, of Portland, Oregon, bound in over Colummbia River Bar, got
caught in the breakers on the southerly edge of the Middle Sands and
was obliged to anchor to prevent going ashore and being wrecked. Her
signal of distress was sighted by the peoplgat the light-house at Cape
Disappointment, Washington Territory, and it being supposed she was
hard aground, word was at once sent to the life-boat station in Baker’s
Bay (No. 3, Twelfth District), on the inner side of the cape. As the
service at that point was dependent npon volunteers to man the life-
boat, the keeper hurried to Fort Canby and obtained a crew, composed
of non-commissioned ofticers and privates of Company F, Fourth United
States Artillery, and two civilians, one of whom was the post-trader at
the fort, and started as quickly as possible for the vessel, several miles
distant. In the mean time the tug Brenham had already left the fort
whart, and at the time the boat got off was steaming at full speed to
the schooner’s assistance. In order to reachthe vessel the life-boat had
to skirt around the easterly margin of the shoals, across which the ebb
tide was setting with frightful rapidity, and the energies of the men
were taxed to the utmost to prevent the boat from being swept into the
breakers: The Brenham being a powerful tug, constructed expressly
for that dangerous locality, had gained such a start on the life-boat
that she arrived on the scene long before the latter could have doune so
under the most favorable circumstances. The sea was breaking close
to the schooner and she was so completely surrounded by the high-
crested surt that it would have been almost madness for the tug to go
alongside. The happy expedient was therefore adopted of heaving to to
windward and attaching asmall line to a piece of cord-wood and allowing
it to drift down within reach of the schooner. When communication
was thus established, the tug’s best hawser was sentonboard, and, with-
out taking time to heave up the anchor, the schooner was released from
her perilous situation and towed safely into the river, the life-boat crew
arriving just as she got inside. The keeper in his report states that
the boat’s crew behaved splendidly, and that although unaccustomned to
such work they needed no urging in their gallant effort to reach the dis-
tressed vessel.  The return trip was not without its dangers and diffi-
culties, for the tide was dead against them most of the way and the
water exceedingly rough, the men upon reaching their quarters being
pretty well worn out from the fatigue and excitement ot the jouruney,
the entire distance traversed out aud in being about sixteen miles,

Al
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September 9.—The propeller Skylark, of Benton Harbor, Michigan,
while passing down the canal at that place on the night of September
8, bound to Saint Joseph, struck a floating log and knocked a hole in
her bottom, the vessel reaching the latter place in a sinking condition.
She was kept afloat with steam-pamps long enough to enable the crew
to discharge the cargo, and was towed the next morning (9th) onto a
shoal abreast of the lite-saving station at Saint Joseph (No. 10, Eleventh
District), where she rapidly filled with water. The life-saving crew ve-
sponded promptly to the call for assistance, and rendered effective serv-
ice in making temporary repairs 8o as to permit the vessel to be pumped
out and taken back to Benton Harbor, two of the men being compelled
to work waist-deep in the water for several hours while engaged in stop-
ping the leak.

September 9.—At 10 o’clock in the night the patrol from Station No. 11,
Eleventh District (Chicago, Illinois), discovered a scow belonging to the
Government, loaded with stone for the new break water at that place,
adrift in the barbor. Upon his reporting the fact to the keeper, the life-
saving crew at once turned out, boarded the scow, and secured it in a-
safe place for the night, thus probably preventing it from doing damage
by fouling vessels in the barbor.

September 10.—At about 7 o’clock in the morning the crew of Station
No. 3, First District (Maine), observed a distress signal flying at the
fishing camp on Fisherman’s Island, a short distance north of Crumple
Island, upon which the station stands. They immediately launched
their boat and proceeded to the island, and there found a fisherman
dying of dropsy, and no one with him but his wife. The poor fellow
died soon after their arrival, and after rendering all the aid possible
the life-saving crew put off to Jonesport, on the main-land, and reported
the facts and had the case properly attended to, returning to their sta-
tion in the afternoon.

September 10.— At about 10 o’clock in the forenoon, during the preva-
lence of a dense fog, the lookout at Station No. 2, Fifth District (Reho-
both City, Delaware), discovered a brig heading in towards the beach,
and in danger of running ashore. A warning signal was at once made
fll'om the station, and the vessel quickly altered her course and stood
clear.

September 10.—Frank Curtis, a boy seven years old, while playing on
the dock in front of the Station No. 4, Ninth District (Charlotte, Lake
Ontario, New York), lost his balance and fell overboard. Hearing the
splash, one of the station crew hurried to the water’s edge, and there
- 8aw the boy struggling at the bottom as though entangled in the thick
growth of weeds and unable to extricate himself. The surfman dived
instantly and brought the Loy to the surface, and then with the assist-
ance of the keeper, who had followed from the station, lifted him safely
upon the dock. The little fellow was little the worse for his ducking,
although his escape from drowning was doubtless a very narrow one.

September 10.—As the steamer Dabhlia, of the United States Light-
House Establishent, was delivering fuel for the steam fog-signal at
Thunder Bay Islani, Lake Huron, a fresh gale sprang up from the south-
east, which compelled her to seek shelter under the lee of the island,
leaving a working party of thirteen of her crew on shore, the heavy
sea preveuting them from going oft in their own boat. As the captain
was anxious for their return on board, the crew of Station No. 6, Tenth
District, located upon the island, promptly went to their aid and took
the men off in the station boat.

September 10.—At half past 1 in the afternoon, the crew of Station
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No. 17, Eleventh District (Two Rivers, Wisconsin), discovered a schooner
off Rawley’s Point, six miles northeast of the station, fiving a signal of
distress. She was dnmng away to the northward .m(l westward before
the strong southeasterly wind then blowing, The weather had been
rainy and very thick all the forenvon, preventing the vessel from be-
ing seen earlier. A steam-barge wasobserved lying near her, as thongh
rendering assistance. The barge soon afterwards left, and a tng was
then seen to stop near the schooner. The coast north of Rawley’s Point
trends a little to the westward, and before long the schooner was hidden
fromn view behind the point. When the vorth patrol came in he also re-
ported the schooner with the tug in company. As the movements of
the two vessels puzzled the keeper somewhat, he proceeded asfar as the
point alone, to find upon arrival that the schooner had anchored off a
place called Two Creeks, six miles further north, apparently all right,
the tug having parted from her and gone south. It was dark when he
returned, aud an early start in the morning was determined upon, so
as to reach the vessel by daybreak. Accordingly, at 2 o’clock A. 1.,
September 11, the life-saving crew set out in the surf-boat and arrived
alongside the schooner, after an arduous pull of twelve or fourteen miles,
at half-pust 5, finding her water-logged and not a soul on board. She
was the L. B. Shepard, hailing from Chicago, to which place she was
bound from Manistee, Michigan, with a cargo of lumber and shingles.
Upon landing at Two Creeks, a mile and a half distant, they met the
schoouer’s crew, sevenin number, who had gone ashore the previous eve-
ning. The captain was looking for a team to take him to Two Rivers
for a tug to tow his vessel to Manitowoe for repairs, the heavy sea of
the day before having caused her to leak badly. As no team could be
found, he was very glad of the keeper’s offer of passage in the surf-boat,
and upon reaching Two Rivers the tugs M. A. Gagnon and Commodore
Nutt were engaged to tow the schooner into port, the keeper and others
of the life saving crew accompanying him, at the captain’s request, to as-
sist in bandling the vessel. The schooner arrived safely in Manitowoe
at half-past 6 in the evening, the captain expressing, when the men left
for their station at Two Rivers, the heartiest thanks for the assistance
he had received from them.

September 11.—At 1 o’clock in the morning one of the pwtrolmen of
Station No. 8, Ninth Districs (Cleveland, Uhm), aroused his comrades
with the report that a schooner was driving ashore a short distance
west of the harbor piers. The wind was blowing a gale from thie north-
west and the sea ran high. The surf-boat was quickly put into the
water, and reached the vessel alinost as soon as she fetched up. Before
the people could be taken off; however, a succession of heavy seas cane
toppling in and swamped the boat so completely that it was with much
difficulty she was backed in to the beach tor the purpose of freeing her
of water. When this was done and they were about to push out for a
second attempt, another danger counfrouted the life-saving crew. The
schooner’s deck-load of railroad ties had broken adrift and began tum-
bling in upon the beach thick and fast. As the schooner lay three hun-
dred yards from the shore, and the whirl of waters between was thic kly
strewn with floating logs, an attempt to go oftf now would have in-
volved the almost certain destruction of the boat, and placed the crew
in imminent peril of life and limb. It was therefore resolved to bring
out the breeches-buoy apparatus and rig it from the west pier. As
the apparatus-cart could not be taken over the crib-work forming the
pier. it became necessary to carry everything down by hand, iuvolving
considerable labor. When, however, all was in readiness, the first shot
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from the gun carried the line directly on board. It was found that the
people on the schooner were ignorant of the method of rigging the gear;
so one of the surfmen, attired in the Merriman life-saving suit, haule(i
himself on board by the whip-line and took charge of the operations at
that end. The whip-line and hawser were quickly rigged, and soon five
of the sailors were safely landed with the breeches-buoy. The crew
numbered seven in all, but two of them, the captain and stewardess,
concluded to try to remain on board until daylight. From those ashore
it was learned that the schooner wuas the John Walters, of Picton, On-
tario, bound in to Cleveland, with a cargo of railroad-ties, from Provi-
dence Bay, Ontario. The captain had brought his vessel to in the
offing, with both anchors down, hoping to ride out the gale until morn-
ing. In this, however, he was disappointed, the wind and sea being so
heavy that the anchors refused to hold. Fortunately the gale was of
short duration, and by daylight the sea had gone down sufficiently to
permit all hands to go on board and commence operations for getting
the schooner off. What remained of the deck-load was first thrown
overboard and then she was pumped out, so that by noon they were in
readiness for the tug which had been engaged vo haul her afloat. The
sea was still rather too rough to allow the steamer to go alongside, and
the life-saving crew took their hawser in the surf-boat and ran it be-
tween the two vessels. This being done, the steamer started her engine
under a good head of steam, and in a short tiine succeeded in pulling
the schooner safely off and towed her into the harbor, the principal
damage being the loss of her rudder. The deck-load having driven
well up on the beach, was all saved.

September 11.—At noon of this day the crew of Station No. 4, Elev-
enth District, Pointe aux Becs Scies, Lake Michigan, discovered pieces
of a steamer’s hurricane deck, water-casks. and some bedding drifting
to the north, past the station. The keeper ordered the boat launched,
and was;about to go off and tow it in-shore when a dispatch came from
the district inspector, who was then at Frankfort, Michigan, a few miles
distant, with information of the foundering of the British steamer Co-
lumbia, of Montreal, Canada, during the night previous, abreast of
Frankfort, about six miles from land and seven miles southwest of the
station. The dispatch also directed him to institute immediate search
for bodies which might wash ashore. A patrol was at once established
on the beach, while the boat went out to recover the wreckage, which
was now floating past in large quantities. Considerable property, con-
sisting of trunks, life-preservers, and other articles, was recovered and
cared for until called for by the agents of the owners of the lost vessel.
Three bodies were found some days later in the vicinity of the station
by members of the life-saving crew and citizens who assisted in the
search. They were turned over to the coroner of the county, who also
took charge of six other bodies recovered near Frankfort.

September 11.—At half-past 5 in the evening, while the keeper and
part of the crew of Station No. 17, Eleventh District (Two Rivers, Wis-
cousin), were absent on board the schooner L. B. Shepard, assisting in
taking her to Manitowoc for repairs, two men living at the last-named
place, who were considerably under the influence ot liquor, started for
home in a small sail-boat. They left Two Rivers all right, but before
going far it was noticed by the men left on duty at the station that
the boat was unmanageable in the heavy sea, and that she was fass
drifting into the breakers northward of the harbor. The surfmen at
once went to the rescue, and getting on board the boat they brought it,

11849——6
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with the two men, safely into the river, the men afterwards proceeding
home by land.

September 13.—On this date, at the request of the commanding officer
of the United States Light-House tender Violet, one of the crew of Sta-
tion No. 11, Fifth District (Smith’s Island Vlrgmla), went on board
that vessel and piloted her in over Great M’achlpongo Inlet Bar, Hog
Island, some twenty miles up the coast, and back.

Sep tember 14.—The three-masted schooner City of Augusta, of Au-
gusta, Maine, 580 tons register, with a crew of eight men, bound from
Gardiner, Maine, to Philadelphia with a cargo of ice, stranded during
a thick fog about a mile and a half east of Station No. 6, Second Dis-
trict (Race Point, Cape Cod), at 4 o’clock in the morning. She was
discovered half an hour afterwards by the life-saving patrol as he trav-
ersed his beat, and the news was at once conveyed to the station. The
surf-boat was launched without delay, and by a little after 5 it was
alongside the schooner. She lay on the outer bar, four hundred yards
from the bLeach, and the captain was very desirous of obtaining the
services of a tug before she drove further in. The keeper, therefore,
landed and proceeded to Provincetown, geveral miles distant, and tele-
graphed to Boston for assistance. TUpon returning to the vessel it was
decided to make instant and vigorous effort to reliecve her. The sails
were trimmed aback and an anchor laid off shore, and by hard heaving
on the part of her own crew and that of the life-saviug ‘station she was
tloated from the bar before the tug could arrive, and proceeded on her
voyage uninjured.

September 14.—At 3 in the afternoon a small boat, in which Mr. Har-
rison Babeock, of Rochester, was out for a sail on the Genesee River,
at Charlotte, New York, was struck by a puft of wind and nearly over-
set. The suddenness of the movement caused the steering-oar to slip
from its place,and Mr. Babeock thereby lost his balance and pitched
overboard. He managed tocling to the boat, however, until gssistance
arrived from Station No. 4, Ninth District (Lake Ontario), the keeper
of which witnessed the accident, and at once put off with his crew and
rescued him.

September 15.— At 2 o'clock in the afternoon, as Uriah Dyer, a Well-
fleet fisherman, was attempting to land on the bLeach at Cahoon’s Hol-
low, Cape Cod, Massachusetts, with a catch of fish, his boat capsized
in the heavy surf at a point about two hundred and fifty yards east of
Station No. 10, Second District, and he was thrown into the water.
The life-saving crew ran quickly to his assistance, and while two of the
men rushed into the surf and dragged him out, the others saved the
hoat and its lading.  Mr. Dyer, being a cripple, would in all probability
have been drowned but for the prompt aid thus extended to him.
After partaking of a good dinner at the station, he was able to leave
for his home all right.

Neptember 15.—On this date the crew of Station No. 1, Third Dlstrlct
(Narragansett Pier, Rhode 1sland), put off jin the surf- boat and rescued
a man who was attempting toland in a small boat through a very heavy
surf, the wind at the time being strong from the northeast. But for the
assistance thus rendered the boat would have been dashed upon the
rocks and the man probably lost, as he had been taken violently sick
and was unable to belp himself.

September 15.—At about 9 o’clock in the evening the steamer Starke
Brothers, a Milwaukee Harbor tug, picked up in Milwaukee Bay a yawl
half full of water, with two men in it, who reported the schooner
Napoleon, to which they belonged, one being the captain as well as
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owner of her, stranded in White Fish Bay, at a point about nine miles
north of the harbor piers. The schooner hailed from Milwaukee, whither
she was bound from Pierport, Michigan, with a cargo of wood and tan-
bark, and had a crew of five men. She had been caught in a violent
shift of wind from the eastward, which, accompanied by heavy fog,
drove her ashore at 7 o'clock, just after dark. Lowering a boat, the
captain started for Milwankee, with one of his men, in quest of assist-
ance, leaving three men on board. The passage was a very rough one,
and the two men were indeed thankful when the tug fell in with them.
They were towed at once to the life-saving station inside the harbor
piers (No. 15, Eleventh District), and upon the facts being reported to
the life-saving crew the latter launched their surf-boat and proceeded
without delay, in tow of the tug, to the relief of the three men left on
the vessel, the captain accompanying them. The night was stormyand
dark aund the trip dangerous, and when about half way to the schooner
the tug found it necessary for her own safety to cast off the tow-line
and return to port, leaving the surf-boat to battle her way alone to the
stranded vessel. The men toiled manfully at the oars, and when near
the supposed locality of the disaster a light was seen shining dimly
through the misty atmosphere. It remained in sight but a short time,
however, for scarcely had the boat been headed towards it when it sud-
denly disappeared. Surrounded by the darkness of the night, with a
boisterous sea to contend against and no mark to guide them, the men
were almost discouraged. They were in momentary danger of being
ingulfed by the seas, which several times half filled the boat. Still,
there was no thought of turning back with their mission unaccom-
plished. Presently a fog-horn was heard in-shore, and upon pulling in
the direction of the sound they were at last rewarded by the discovery
of the object of their search lying in the breakers, the three men hav-
ing been driven to the rigging for safety. The task of getting the men
into the boat was attended with much difficulty and risk, the boat fill-
ing three or four times during the operation, and it was not until after
midnight that their purpose was accomplished and the men landed
upon the beach abreast the vessel safe and sound, although both
rescuers and rescued were drenched to the skin and shivering with the
cold. The friendly shelter of a neighboring farm-house was soon found,
and all hands partook of some refreshment, after which they returned
to the beach and kept vigil until daylight. By that time the sea had
subsided considerably, and ere long the tug Starke Brothers made her
appearance in the offing in scarch of the life-saving crew, for whose
safety considerable apprehension had been felt. Launching from under
the lee of the stranded schooner, they pulled out to the steamer, which
then towed them back to Milwaukee, the men reaching their station at
7 A M. After breakfasting aund taking a short rest they again went to
the vessel, accompanied by the captain, and stripped her of sails and run-
ning rigging, which were taken to the city, it being 7 in the evening when
they got back to the station. Next morning, at half-past 6 (Septem-
ber 16), they again proceeded to the vessel, in tow of the steamer Dex-
ter, the latter having contracted to float the Napoleon off. On arrival
they assisted in removing the deck-load and rigging the pump, and
then when pumped out she was hauled oft and started in tow of the
Dexter for Milwaukee. She leaked badly, however, and made so much
water that before reaching the harbor she capsized. The services of
the life-saving crew were again necessary at this juncture to take off the
wrecking party, eight in number, and transfer them to the tug. TUpon
gaining the harbor the schooner was righted after hauling her along-



84 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

side another vessel, to which the necessary purchases were rigged, and
she was then towed to a ship-yard for repairs. This day’s work was a
very arduous one for the life-saving crew, and it was pot until 11.30
P. M. that they returned with their surf-boat to their quarters, thor-
oughly fagged out, and glad to be able to seek much-needed rest.

September 16.—Two men started out in a small skift' from Salmon
Creek, New York, for a fishing excursion on Lake Ontario. Lacking
experience in the management of boats, they soon found themselves
drifting rapidly out into the lake before a strong southerly gale, which
they were unable to make beadway against in an attempt to return.
The man on the lookout at Station No. 2, Ninth District (Salmon Creek),
had watched the movements of the two men, and seeing they needed
help notified the keeper, who, with three of his men, jumped into the
dingey and suceeeded in overtaking the skiffabout two miles from shore.
The men were badly frightened and had almost given up in despair,
when, to their great joy, the station-boat was descried coming to their
rescue. A line was passed to them and the skiff was towed safely back
into the creek. The air was full of smoke from the forest fires raging
in the vicinity, and but for the vigilance of the life-saving crew the skiff
would soon have drifted out of sight.

September 17.—At bhalf-past 3 in the morning tbe south patrol from
Station No. 6, Fifth District (Pope’s Island, Maryland), found the
body of a colored man in the surf, which was recovered and decently
interred by the life-saving crew.

September 17.—At 2.30 A. M., during the prevalence of a strong south-
erly gale upon Lake Huron, the schooner Colonel Hathaway, of Detroit,-
lying at the wharf at South Harrisville, Michigan, loading lumber for
Springport, was wrenched from her moorings and driven ashore. The
morning was intensely dark and rain fell in torrents, but the schooner
drove so far up on the beach that her crew of five men found no diffi-
culty in saving themselves without aid. While drifting in, the Hatha-
way collided with the schooner Garibaldi, also of Detroit, which was
loading at the same wharf, and she too broke adrift and drove ashore.
The crew of this vessel, five in number, were equally fortunate in getting
ashore without trouble. 'Word being sent about noon to the life-saving
station at Sturgeon Point (No. 5, Tenth District), six or seven miles
distant, that two vessels were ashore at South Harrisville, the crew at
once repaired to the scene to offer their services. The crew of the Hath-
away were busily at work stripping their vessel, but requiring no assist-
ance. Finding nothing could be done for the Hathaway, the life-saving
crew went to the aid of the Garibaldi. After discharging her cargo of
lumber and tan-bark, which had been received on board for conveyance
to Mount Clemens, Michigan, they pumped her out and assisted in heav-
ing her within reach of the lines of a steam-barge, which then took hold
and hauled her afloat. She came off in a leaky condition, but never-
theless reloaded her cargo and proceeded to her port of destination in
tow of the steamer which assisted in getting her oft. The Colonel Hatha-
way became a total wreck where she lay, although the greater part of
her cargo was saved.

September 17.—On this date the bark Rival, of and from San Fran-
cisco for Knapton, Washington Territory, with a cargo of hay and
shingles, was wrecked upon Peacock Spit, Cape Disappointment, at
the entrance to Columbia River. There were twelve persons on board,
including the captain’s wife and a Columbia River bar pilot. From the
reports received it appears that the captain had engaged a steam-tug
to tow him in over the bar (north channel), it being nearly dead low-
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water and a strong southerly wind blowing at the time. The steamer’s
hawser had been passed on board the bark, but before it could be made
fast the end slipped from their grasp, and to avoid going onto the
shoal to leeward an anchor was quickly fet go to hold her. By ill luck,
the sudden jerk with which she fetched up parted the chain, and the bark
stranded on the spit before she could be checked by the second anchor,
which was instantly dropped. The sea was very rough, and the bark
at once commenced pounding so heavily that it became necessary to
slip the anchor to allow her to drive higher up, to save her from going
to pieces. The disaster occurred at about noon, and the keeper of Sta-
tion No. 3, Twelfth District—which at that time was a volunteer station,
the apparatus being worked upon occasions of disaster by a volunteer
crew—on learning of the wreck soon after its occurrence, at once called
for volunteers to man the surf-boat. A full crew, composed of non-com-
missioned officers and privates of Company F, Fourth United States
Artillery, stationed at Fort Canby, and two citizens, quickly assembled
and the boat was started for the wreck. The journey around the point,
the distance being a mile and a half, dead in the teeth of the gale, against
a heavy sea, was quite a difticult one, and it was nearly 2 o’clock when
the boat neared the bark. They had nearly reached her when the keeper
observed the people lower a life-boat and then get into it as quickly as
possible and shove off, heading at once for the shore. The keeper,
therefore, without touching at the vessel, followed the boat in, ready in
case of accident to render assistance. Ninoc of the bark’s crew were
conducted to the station by the keeper and comfortably housed and fed
until the next day, when they returned on board and saved as much of
the cargo and outfit as possible, the damage to the vessel precluding
all chance of saving her, she having driven inshore to within two hun-
dred feet of the beach during the night. The volunteer crew behaved
very gallantly on this occasion, and it was from no tardiness on their
gart that the vessel was not reached before the sailors left in their own
oat.

September 18.—The keeper of Station No. 12, Eleventh District (Grosse
Point, Illinois), dragged for and recovered the body of Mr. Abraham
Snyder, seventy-five years of age, accidentally drowned theday previous
while fishing from the pier at Evanston.

September 19.—At about midnight of the 18th the brig Clara J.
Adams, of Lubec, Maine, stranded on the east end of Peaked Hill Bar,
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, during the prevalence of a hard northeast
gale, with thick weather. There was also a very high sea, and it was to
sheer stress of weather, in conjunction with a strong westerly current
setting into Massachusetts Bay that the disaster was due. The brig
had a crew of eight men, and was bound from Booth Bay, Maine, to
Philadelphia, with a cargo of ice. She was discovered at 1.30 a. m. by
the life-saving patrol, who hurried to his Station (No. 8, Second Dis-
trict), two miles to the westward, and gave the alarm, it being 2 o’clock
when he rushed into the house and aroused his comrades. Asthe beach
was in a terribly soft condition, one man was at once dispatched by the
keeper to a neighboring farm-house for a team, while the others got
the boat out on its carriage ready for a start. The horses reached the
station in twenty minutes, and were hitched to the boat-wagon, and
started at the best pace possible towards the wreck, abreast which they
arrived at quarter-past 3. The team was then sent back for the cart
containing the beach apparatus, the driver being instructed to make
all the haste he could. Nothing but the dim outline of the vessel, lying
head on, could be seen amidst the tremendous confusion of the breakers



86 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

upon the outlying bar, three hundred yards and more from the beach ;
and before a definite plan of action could be determined upon the keeper
and crew of the next station west (No. 7) arrived upon the scene, the
wreck lying nearly midway between the two bouses. It was then half-
past 3,and the two keepers at once joined in consultation as to the best
course to be taken. The conditions were such that to launch the boat was
unusually hazardoug, and the distance and darkness rendered the pros-
pect of successful communication by means of the shot-line extremely
doubtful. At this juncture word came that it was impossible for the
now thoroughly jaded horses, owing to the bad condition of the beach,
to haul the apparatus without assistance. The men of No. 8 were there-
fore detailed to render the required aid, while those of No. 7 remained
on the ground ready with the boat for any emergency. The horses had
come nearly to a standstill three-quarters of a wile off, and when the
surfmen reached the spot some manned the drag-rope while others put
their shoulders to the wheels, and by dint of hard pulling and pushing
over the soft and yielding sand the apparatus was slowly got to the
scene of intended operations. It was still dark and stormy, and while
waiting for day it was decided to bring an extra boat down. The crew
of No. 7 therefore, in turn, proceeded with the team to the relief station
between Nos. 7 and 8 for the spare boat kept there in reserve for just
such occasions as the present. The first glimmer of dawn now began
to appear in the eastern sky. Although it was yet too early to see the
vessel plainly, the men, in their eagerness to get a line to her, fired the
gun as soon as it was ready. The shot missed its mark, either falling
short or going wide, it could not be seen which. It was quickly haunled’
back and the line faked on the sand for another shot. With an increased
charge of powder, the second missile passed directly over the vessel,
but the line was chafed in two by some part of the rigging over which
it was dragged by the shot. The third shot was equally fruitless, the
line parting over the vessel. It seems that the keeper erred in using
the smullest or No. 4 shot-line, having mistaken, in the darkness, the
distance of the vessel from the shore. Haa either of the larger sized
shot-lines been used, communication would doubtless have been estab-
lished at once. At about the time the third shot was fired, the crew of
No. 7 arrived with the extra boat. It was now seen that the vessel
must ere long break up under the terrific strain to which she was being
subjected by the tremendous combers which broke against and over her
from one end to the other, the masts tottering as though ready to fall
at any mowment. The crew could be seen clinging to the weather side
of the forecastle, peering anxiously towards the shore for help. They
were indeed in deadly peril, and the sight nerved the little band of life-
savers to extra effort. They realized that whatever was done must be
done quickly. Both boats were therefore launched into the angry
waters, it being agreed before starting that the crew of No. 8, with their
lighter boat, should make a bold dash for the vessel, while the men of No.
7, in the relief boat, should lay to just inxide the heaviest line of breakers
in reserve. It was an anxious moment for all. To go alongside the
wreck would involve the almost instant destruction of the boat. The
keeper therefore approached as near as he dared, and shouted for a line
to hold the boat up to the sea, which was breaking all about him. With
the line thus obtained from tbe brig, supplemented by skillful use of the
oars, the boat was kept in position long enough for the entire crew to
be taken oft. The hoat, nearly gunwale deep with its living freight, was
now successfully backed in to the beach, under convoy of the relief
boat, the latter remaining near so as to be of service in case of a capsize.
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It was a gallant rescue and well and nobly done. The shipwrecked
crew were conducted at once to the station (No. 8), where dry clothing
and much needed refreshments were at once furnished ; the scanty ward-
robes of the surfmen being so largely drawn upon that some of the lat-
ter were compelled to remain in their wet garments. The brig became
a total loss. The crew received shelter and care at the station for three
days. Before departing for their homes the officers indited the follow-
ing letters, acknowledging their gratitude to the Life-saving Service,
and extolling the bravery of the two crews in so fearlessly putting off
to the rescue at the peril of their own lives:

“ LIFE-SAVING STATION No. 8,
“Qutside of Cape Cod, September 20, 1881.
“To Captains WORTHEN and FISHER,
“Of the Life-Saving Service :

“DEAR SIRS: 1 desire to express in behalf of myself and crew the
gratitude we feel for the timely and gallant rescue of our imperiled lives
from the wreck of the brig Clara J. Adams, which stranded and went
to pieces off the back of Cape Cod at midnight, September 19, 1881.

¢ We realize that but for the brave efforts of Captains E. P. Worthen
and crew of Life-Saving Station No. 8, and Isaac Fisher and crew of No.
7, who launched their boats through a high and dangerous surf and
rescued us, we should all have found watery graves.

“We take pleasure in testifying to the heroism of these officers and
their crews, and to the efficiency of the Life-Saving Service.

“Yours truly,
“M. G. Dow, Master.
“JOHN ARMSTRONG, Mate.
“A. S. WILSON, Second Mate.”

September 19.—A farmer residing about two miles distant from Station
No. 2, Ninth District (Salimon Creek, L.ake Ontario, New York), brought
word to the station that two of his neighbors, also farmers, had been
drowned the day previous, while tishing ow the lake. He stated that one
of the bodies had been recovered shortly after the accident, but that the
other had not yet been found. The life-saving crew at once turned out
to look for the missing body, and after several hours’ search found it the
next morning (September 20), soon after daylight. and conveyed it to
the home of the deceased.

September 20.—A young man who fell down in a fit upon the beach,
while the crew of Station No. 4, Fourth District (Monmouth Beach,
New Jersey), were drilling, was restored by their exertions and carried
home.

September 20.—At 7 o’clock in the morning, the lookout of Station No.
1, Ninth District, Lake Ontario, saw a schooner standing in for Big
Sandy Creek. At the entrance of the creek she hove to,and thegeeper
of the station, with two surfmen, pulled out to herin the dingey. They
found her to be the schooner William Gilbert, bound from Trenton, On-
tario, to Woodville, New York, with a cargo of lumber, and that she
wanted to be piloted into the river. The keeper boarded the schooner
and took her into the entrance of the river, but the water being un-
usually low she grounded onthe bar. As she bad no line long enough
to reach the shore, the keeper sent to the station for one, which was
made fast to the river bank, and the other end taken to the schooner’s
windlass and hove upon until, with the aid of her sails, she was forced
over the bar and enabled to proceed up the river to her destination.
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September 20.—The crew of Station No. 2, Tenth District (Point aux
Barques, Lake Huron), upon learning that a large quantity of lnmber
had gone adrift some two or three miles down the lake shore, went at
once to the spot and succueded in recovering about ten thousand feet of
it, hauled it out of the water to a safe place, and turned it over to the
dwner.

September 20.—The steamer Arundell, of Port Huron, bound from
Alpena to Bay City, Michigan, with passengers and freight, became
partially disabled by the breaking of the cylinder-bead and connecting-
rod of one of her engines. In answer to her signals for assistance when
about three miles northeast from Station No. 5, Tenth District (Stur-
geon Point, Michigan), the crew of the station went off to her and
brought ashore a message from the captain for delivery at the nearest
telegraph office asking the aid of a tug to tow his vessel into port.

September 20.—The schooner Two Brothers, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
carrying a crew of seven men, bound from Frankfort, Michigan, to
Chicago, Illinois, with a cargo of lumber, ran ashore at 7 o’clock in the
morning, during the prevalence of thick foggy weather, about four
miles north of-Station No. 11, Eleventh District (Chicago). She was
discovered soon after striking, by the north patrol, and the alarm was
given at the station. The life-saving crew turned out as quickly as
possible with their boat,and after a hard pull against the strong north-
erly wind then blowing they reached the vessel in good season, and
offered to assist in getting her off. Upon learning that the captain had
gone ashore to telegraph for a tug, they pulled in to the beach to await
the arrival of the latter, arranging with the men on board to make sig-
nal in case they should be needed. The steam-tug arrived soon after
noon and pulled on the schooner for about two hours, the life-saving
crew in their boat running the necessary lines and carrying messages
between the two vessels. It soon became evident that the schooner
must be lightened considerably before she would float off, so the tug
gave up the attempt for that day and returned to the harbor. the cap-
tain and crew of the schooner following soon afterwards in the surf-
boat, and landing at Chicago at 4 o’clock. On the next day (21st) the
services of two steam-tugs and a lighter were engaged, and after the
removal of a part of the cargo the schooner was hauled off without
damage and taken into port.

September 21.—The schooner E. B. Fithian, of Camden, New Jersey,
with a crew of three men, bound from Hog Island, Virginia, to New
York, with a cargo of sweet potatoes, stranded on the south bar of
Hereford Inlet, New Jersey, a mile and three-quarters from the shore,
and the same distance from Station No. 36, Fourth District (New Jer-
sey). At noon,a few minutes after the accident, she was discovered by
the station patrol. The life-saving crew boarded her at once, and as-
sisted at the pumps until she floated oft the bar, after which she bore
away Jor Maurice River, Delaware Bay, for repairs, having eighteen
inches of water in the hold.

September 21.—Shortly after midnight the Canadian schooner Aurora,
of and from Port Hope, Ontario, for Oswego, New York, with a cargo
of lumber, in attempting to make the last-named port under shortened
canvas, during a fresh northeasterly gale, missed the entrance and drove
toleeward, afoul of thenew Government pier. Theaccident was witnessed
by the two patrolmen from Station No. 3, Ninth District (Oswego), who
hurried to the station and gave the alarm. The life-saving crew atonce
put out to the assistance of the vessel. It was found on reaching her
that she was in no immediate danger of breaking up, and that the best
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service they could render would be the immediate procurement of a tug.
This was accordingly done, the life-saving crew pulling as quickly as
possible back into the harbor, and returning shortly afterwards with
a tug, which soon towed the schooner out of her perilous situation and
moored her safely inside.

September 22.—As a lady and gentleman named Rutherford, of New
York, were out for an afternoon sail in a small yachtcalled the Gipsey,
on the Navesink and Shrewsbury Rivers, their boat capsized under the
pressure of a sndden gust of wind, and they were thrown into the water.
They managed to cling to the boat until the arrival of assistance from
Station No. 3, Fourth District (New Jersey), the crew of which wit-
nessed the accident and hastened to the spot. When taken from the
water into the surf-boat they were both much exhausted. The life-sav-
ing crew conveyed them to the station and made them as comfortable
as circumstances permitted, and then returned to the river and towed
the capsized craft into shoal water, where she was righted with some
difficulty, bailed out, and put in proper trim again.

September 23.—The small sloop-yacht Petrel, owned at Cambridge,
Massachusetts, with two persons on board, bound to Marshfield,
stranded at quarter-past 7 in the evening, about two and a half
miles south of Station No. 3, Second District (Scituate, Massachusetts),
and was discovered soon afterwards by the patrol from the station and
reported. As the evening was very dark and squally, although the
water was smooth, the keeper dispatched two surfmen ahead along the
beach, with lanterns, to guide him to the spot where the vessel lay, he
starting at same time in a dory, with three others of his crew. Upon ar-
riving at the vessel she was found afloat and at anchor, the wind hav-
ing shifted and caused her to swing off from the beach. She was leak-
ing badly, however, and nearly full of water. Her two men were then
on the beach. They reported that soon after the yacht grounded they
let go an anchor to hold her in case she floated off,and then jumping
over the side waded ashore, fearing to remain longer on board. It was
well the precaution of anchoring had been taken, as she soon afterwards
swung off to the full scope of her cable. The life-saving crew went to
work and bailed the vessel out and took her round into North River,
where she was anchored in a safe place,after which they conducted the
two men to the station, furnished them with dry clothing while their
W'etl garments were being dried, and made them comfortable for the
night. .

September 24.—At noon the crew.of Station No. 29, Fourth District
(north side of Great Kgg Harbor Iulet, New Jersey), observed signals
hoisted on two small schooners lying in the inlet, about two miles south-
west of the station. The surfmen had noticed them in the same posi-
tion for an hour or two, and until the signals were made supposed they
were at anchor, waiting for a breeze to proceed to sea. The life-saving
crew at once launched their boat and went off, finding both vessels on
the shoals, having been carried there by the current setting across the
chaunel. The first reached was the Hattie J., of and from Somers
Point, New Jersey, for New York, with a cargo of wood. Her crew
numbered three men, all residents of Somers Point. She had sprung
aleak and was partly full of water. As the tide was ebbing and there
was no immediate need of their services, the life-saving crew decided to
push on to the other vessel and ascertain her condition, promising to
return soon. The second schooner proved to be the J. and C. Merritt,
also from Somers Point for New York, with a cargo of menhaden oj],
She had the same number of men as the Hattie J. She was lying ¢
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with a good prospect of getting off. The life-saving crew therefore car-
ried out one of her anchors with a hawser attached, and then assisted
in heaving taut and getting everything in readiness to float the schooner
on the next flood-tide. The keeper then proceeded with his men back
to the Hattie J., her position being more critical. It was about 2 o’clock
when they got back to the last-named vessel, and her anchor was also
carried out the same as the Merritt’s. As the flood-tide was now mak-
ing, and the schooner labored heavily in the breakers, the next move
was to throw over the deck-load to relieve her. When this was done
they commenced heaving upon the hawser, and by 6 o’clock she was
afloat, although water-logged and inside the bar. She had not pro-
ceeded far when she rolled over on her side and became almost unman-
ageable. In this condition the schooner was swept by the flood-tide
onto a shoal within the inlet, where she stuck hard and fast. As it was
now dark, and nothing further could be done that night, her crew were
conducte({ to the station for shelter. In the mmean time the crew of the
Merritt bad not been idle. With the aid they had received from the
life-saving crew in planting an anchor in deep water, it was found a
comparatively easy matter, when the tide swelled, to heave their vessel
off, after which they put back into the bay to repair damages. Next
day (September 25) the life-saving crew assisted in stripping the Hattie
J. of her light sails and rigging, and on the day following helped get a
schooner alongside, and after rigging the necessary purchases she was
hove upright and taken to Baker’s wharf for necessary repairs. Her
cargo was all lost.

September 24.—On this date the surfman on lookout at Station No. 11,
Eleventh District (Chicago, Illinois), reported fire in a pile of cedar
logs lying on the opposite bank of the river. Two of the crew were at
once dispatcehed to the spot with buckets, and in a short time they had
succeeded in putting the fire out.

September 25.—At 1 o’clock in the afternoon the schooner George F.
Carman, of Patchogue, Long Island, whitber she was bound, from Hav-
erstraw, on the Hudson, with a cargoe of brick, and having a crew of
three men, stranded on Fire Island Inlet Bar, about four miles west of
Station No. 25, Third District (Long Island). The accident was dis-
covered immediately upon its occurrence, by the man on the lookout at
the station, and reported to the keeper. The life-saving crew immedi-
ately went off in the surf-boat, and upon arrival alongside the schooner
carried out one of her anchors to heave her off by. - The tide was ebb-
ing, but as the wind and sea increased very rapidly, and there was dan-
ger of the vessel bilging where she lay, the captain decided to throw
cargo overboard to lighten her. Meantime the keeper of No. 25 made
signal to Station No. 26, west of the inlet, for assistance, which was
promptly responded to, the crew of that station at once going oft. The
two life-saving crews constituted & good working force, and while some
of the men threw cargo overboard, the rest manned the hawser, and
after six hours’ arduous labor the vessel was hauled afloat, in a leaky
condition, and taken inside and anchored abreast the station for the
night; a sufficient number remaining on board to keep the pumps
going, to prevent her from sinking, while the others returned to their
respective stations to maintain the necessary patrol of the beach. Be-
ing now in smooth water and but a few miles from her destination, the
schooner proceeded safely across the bay next morning. But for the
timely aid of the life-saving crews she would doubtless have bilged and
become a wreck upon the bar.

September 26.—At 7 A. M., the Brig Maria W. Norwood, 477 tons, of
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Camden, Maine, whither she was bound, from Boston, in ballast, hav-
ing a crew of six men and two passengers on board, in attempting to
run out of Seal Harbor, Maine, where she had been anchored the pre-
vious night, was swept by the current afoul of Burnt Island Ledge, at
the entrance of the harbor. As the brig struck heavily upon the rocks
in passing over them, the captain at once brought her to an anchor.
The lookout at Station No. 5, First District (White Head Island), ob-
serving the danger to which the vessel was egposed, reported the fact
to the keeper, and the life-saving crew at once went off to extricate her.
Although the brig was afloat, the swell was so heavy that she occa-
sionally touched bottom. Prompt action was necessary, and a kedge
was therefore carried out into deep water by the station crew, and then,
after weighing the anchor, she was warped safely into the channel, clear
of the rocks. This done, sail was hoisted and the brig proceeded on
her voyage, apparently uninjured.

September 26.— At 3 o’clock in the afternoon the lookout at Station No*
9, Ninth District (Marblehead Point, Ohio), saw a small boat capsize on
Lake Erie, about two miles east-northeast of the station and a mile and a
half from land. The station crew put off at once to the rescue, the boat
proving to be the R. B. Hayes, owned and sailed by Williamn Beatty, of
Kelley’s Island, Ohio. She had encountered squally, blustery weather,
and was en route to the above-named place from Sandusky City. After
rescuing Beatty, who was clinging to the bottom, the life-saving crew
righted his boat and bailed her out, and then after setting the sail and
plllltting everything in order started him on his course for home in good
shape.

September 27.—The crew of Station No. 3, Ninth District (Oswego,
Lake Ontario), launched the surf-boat and rowed out four miles east of
the station to a lighter which was stranded with a load of stone for the
new pier at Oswego, and made fast and carried out to a neighboring tug
a four-inch hawser which they had brought with them, by means of
which the lighter was pulled off without damage.

September 28.—At 11 A. M. the schooner-rigged fishing-boat Whapper
Knocker, of Bucksport, Maine, while running for Cranberry Island Har-
bor, with a load of fish, lost her reckoning in the dense fog which pre-
vailed at the time and drifted into a very dangerous locality among
the rocky ledges on the south side of Little Cranberry Island. Thetwo
men forming her crew becoming alarmed at sight of the breakers all
around them,let go the anchor to prevent her from drifting on the rocks,
and sounded their fog-horn for assistance. Fortunately they were with-
in half a mile of Station No. 4, First District (Little Cranberry Island),
and the signals were heard by the life-saving crew. The latter quickly
responded to the call and proceeded to the vessel in their surf-boat.
Being thoroughly familiar with the rocks and currents of the locality,
the station crew got the boat under way and towed her out clear of
danger and into the barbor, whither she was bound, to the great relief
of her crew.

September 23.—One of the patrolmen of Station No. 3, Second Dis-
trict (Scitnate, Massachusetts), saw a vessel running too near the
beach for safety, and warned her off by burning his red Coston light.

September 29.—Shortly before midnight the schooner William Sturgis,
263 tous register, of and from Chicago, I1linois, for Ludington, Michigan,
in ballast, while attempting to enter the last-named port during a strong
Southerly gale, missed the entrance and drove ashore about four hun-
dred feet north of the harbor piers. The accident was seen to occur by
the life-saving patrol, and within twenty minutes after the vessel struck
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she was boarded by the crew of Station No. 7, Eleventh District
(Ludington), and assistance oftered, the keeper proposing to heave the
vessel under the lee of the north pier, where the water was compara-
tively smooth. This the captain declined, his idea being to let the ves-
sel fill with water, and thus steady her and prevent her from pounding
to pieces, expectilg to pump her out after the abatement of the storm
and float her off. He was afraid that should they move the vessel and
the wind subsequently sfift to the westward she would be more likely
to become a wreck by dashing against the pier. He also refused to
leave the vessel, and although she bilged right where she lay, he and his
men remained on board until after the subsidence of the gale, and then
they landed in their own boat. The life-saving crew maintained a watch
on the vessel, however, until the people did come ashore. The schooner
becoming a wreck, the captain expressed regret afterwards that he
had not adopted the course suggested by the keeper of the station, for,
as events proved, she would have been altogether safe had that advice
been followed.

September 30.—At daylight, the lookout at Station No. 1, Ninth Dis-
trict (Big Sandy Creek, Lake Ontario, New York), reported a small
steamer about four miles northwest of the station, drifting before the
stiff southeasterly gale then blowing, and apparently unmanageable.
The boat was at once launched and the life-saving crew put off to render
what assistance was possible. It proved to be the yacht-built steamer
E. A. Van Horn, of and for Oswego, New York, from the Saint Law-
rence River, with a general cargo. She was a small vessel of but ten
tons and had a crew of two men. Her machinery had become disabled
the evening previous, and, with no ground tackle on board to anchor by,
sbe was driving northward in the trough of the sea, perfectly helpless.
The captain wished to be towed inshore if it were possible, and in case
that could not be done proposed to abandon the vessel. The keeper
promised to do his best, and taking the steamer’s line started with her
in tow towards the shore. Upon getting close in, the gale freshened so
much that it was deemed advisable to beach her, to prevent her from
dashing onto the rocks at Drowned Island, a short distance to the lee-
ward. As soon as she struck one of the life-saving crew was sent to
the nearest telegraph office with a dispatch to Oswego for a tug, while
the rest returned with the keeper to the station, five miles distant, for
lines to bold her until the tug could arrive. The lines were scarcely
needed, however, for that purpose, as by the time they got back the
vessel had become firmly imbedded in the sand. When the tug arrived,
at 4 in the afternoon, her own lines and those of the station were brought
into use and an effort made to float the yacht off. It was no easy task,
however, and at 8 p. m. they were compelled to suspend operations for
the night, the tug returning to port, while the life-saving crew remained
a few hours longer to remove all valunables to the shore. This being
done, the life-saving crew returned to their station soon after midnight
to change their wet clothing and seek much needed rest, two men being
hired by the captain to watch the yessel until daylight. At 7.30 a. m.
(October 1) the life-saving crew again proceeded to the vessel and got
everything in readiness by the time the tug arrived to resume operations.
The tug parted the lines several times, but utterly failed to move the
yacht. A second tug was therefore telegraphed for and more vigorous
efforts made. It was of no avail, however, and the tugs gave up the
attempt and returned to Oswego. As the life-saving crew had done all
that it was possible for them to do, they also left, reaching the station
at near midnight. The vessel had sanded so deeply it was evident the
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best plan was to raise her up and construct launching ways under her.
This was accordingly done, under contract with parties having the neces-
sary appliances for such work, and then, with the aid of a tug, she was
hauled off the beach in due season and towed to Oswego for repairs.

October 1.—The keeper of Station No. 30, Third District (Short
Beach, Long Island), saw two boys upset in a small boat in the bay,
hurried to their rescue, righted and bailed their boat, and helped them
to get home.

October 2.—At 8 A. M. the crew of Station No. 7, First District
(Rye Beach, New Hampshire), observed a’small schooner-rigged boat
adrift, about one mile south of the station, and apparently with no one
on board. The keeper and two of his men at once put off in a dory,
and upon reaching the boat found her only occupant, a man named
Johnson, lying in an unconscious condition. They at once took charge
and sailed the boat back into Rye Harbor, where she was made fast
and the man properly cared for. ’

October 2.—The keeper of Station No. 1, Ninth District, (Big Sandy
Creek, Lake Ontario), got a message at half-past 9 o’clock in the
morning that a horse was caught in the quicksands at the South Wind
Gap, and at once went with his crew and a line and sncceeded in extri-
cating the animal.

October 2.—At 11 o’clock in the forenoon the schooner Fiat, of Sandy
Creek, New York, bound from Trent, Ontario, to Woodville, New York,
lumber laden, and with one passenger and a crew of four men, grounded
upon the rocks of the inner bar at the entrance to Sandy Creek, about
half a mile southwest of Station No. 1, Ninth District. The accident was
occasioned by the too great draught of the vessel for the depth of water
on the bar, she being deeply laden. The life-saving crew witnessed the
accident and put off at once to the schooner’s relief. There were no lines
on board suitable for heaving her off, so the keeper sent ashore for one
of the station lines, as on a previous occasion when the same vessel met
with a similar accident. The line was at once run to the river bank and
taken to the windlass and a strong effort made to heave the vessel off,
but without success, it being evident that some of the cargo must be
removed to lighten her. The men accordingly discharged a large por-
tion of the lumber, which was rafted alongside, and also carried out
an anchor from the stern, and when everything was in readiness they
succeeded, after hard heaving and rolling the vessel by shifting the
booms from side to side, in working the schooner over the bar and into
the river without damage, the time occupied in reaching this result be-
ing nearly five hours.

October 3.—At 7 A. M. a person called at Station No. 2, Ninth District
(Salmon Creek, Lake Ontario, New York), and reported theloss of a small
boat called the Ada, and requested that the station crew be on the lookout
for it. It appeared the boat had broken from its moorings in the creek
during the night and drifted out into the lake before the southerly wind
then prevailing and by daylight was out of sight. The keeper prom-
ised compliance with the man’s request, expressing the belief that if
the wind Veered the boat could be recovered. Fortunately, the wind
canted on shore during the forenoon, and at 4 in the afternoon the miss-
ing boat was reported in sight, far away in the offing—too far, in fact,
to make it out very distinctly. Three of the life-saving crew at once
put off in the surf-boat under sail and recovered the boat, and by 7
o’clock bad it safely in the custody of its owner.

October 3.— At half-past 2 o’clock in the morning one of the patrolmen
of Station No. 14, Eleventh District (Racine, Lake Michigan), heard
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some strange steam-whistling out in the lake, over which a heavy fog
was prevailing. The surf-boat was at once launched, and, rowing out
in a southerly direction, found the side-wheel steamer Corona lost in
the fog and unable to find the harbor. Following the lantern in the
stern of the surf-boat, the Corona was safely piloted in.

October 4.—About 9.30 P. M. the keeper of Station No. 6, Second Dis-
trict (Race Point, Cape Cod, Massachusetts), observed a steamer’s lights
approaching from the eastward along the coast, apparently very close
in. He watched intently for a few moments, and then, becoming satis-
fied that unless she changed her course she must soon strike the bar,
he called his crew and instantly dispatched one man along the Leach
with a Coston signal to warn her off if possible, while he and the rest
quickly followed with the beach apparatus. The wind blew a gale from
the northwest ard there was a heavy surf breaking upon the shore. By
the time the life-saving crew arrived abreast the vessel, then about a
third of a mile east of the station, it was found she had anchored right
on the bar, about two hundred yards from the beach, and the sea was
making a clean breach over her fore and aft. It was also seen that she
was a small vessel and that ber position was one of great danger. The
apparatus was speedily unloaded from the cart and arranged for the pur-
pose of establishing communication, and the keeper was just on the
point of firing the gun when the steamer’s cable parted and she was
hurled with great force ashore, bow on. The state of the sea may be
imagined when it is remarked that the vessel almost pitch-poled in
the surf, before fetching up. As she came well in, the gun was dis-
carded, and the life-saving crew sent a line on board by means of the
heaving-stick. The whip-line quickly followed, and, there being no time
to set up the apparatus in the usual way, as the vessel was fast break-
ing up, the crew, three in number, after making the block fast, at-
tached the line to their bodies, shouted to the life-saving crew to haul
ashore, and then jumped overboard and were quickly drawn to the beach
through the surf, safe and sound. They were at once taken to the sta-
tion and furnished with dry clothing and made comfortable. The vessel
proved to be the A. H. Glover, a small propeller of nine tons, owned in
Boston, whither she was bound from Nantucket, Massachusetts. She
was shortly a total wreck. 'The men were cared for at the station until
arrangements could be made for their departure for home by rail, two
days after their rescue. With the terrible sea running, it would have
been almost impossible for the men to have reached the shore without
assistance, and all three of them expressed the liveliest gratitude to the
life-saving crew, freely stating that but for the aid so promptly rendered
they could not have escaped with their lives.

October 4.—At 8 o'clock in the evening the schooner Moonlight, of
Milwaukee, 777 tons measurement, in entering the harbor of Cleveland,
Ohio, with a cargo of iron ore from Escanaba, Michigan, struck and
grazed past the end of the west pier, and, thusdetlected from her course,
came in violent contact with the east pier, where her bow fouled the
schooner-barge J. Godfrey, and was held there, while the stern swung
back against the west pier, the vessel thus lying across the channel and
for a time blocking it completely. The crew of Station No. 8, Ninth
District, were quickly on hand to render all the assistance possible. A
fresh northeasterly gale was blowing and the sea ran very high, ren-
dering the situation of the Moonlight critical indeed, as she wallowed
broadside to the sea, every roll adding to the danger. In a very short
time the bowsprit broke short off at the knight-heads, and immediately
after the foremast snapped in twain ten feet above the deck and fell
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over the side. A large hole was also stove in the starboard quarter by
contact with the west pier, and into the breach thus made the water
poured in large volume,threatening tosink the schooner where she lay.
If the barge Godfrey had promptly veered ber moorings and shifted her
berth the Moonlight would have at once swung clear. Instead of this,
however, the Godfrey’s crew refused for a time to move, despite the ur-
gent entreaties of the captain of the Moonlight and the keeper of the
station. Seeing at last that if something was not done soon his own
vessel would receive serious damage, the captain of the Godfrey per-
mitted the keeper to cut away the lanyards of her fore-rigging. Thus
freed, the Moonlight was swung clear, head up the river,and a tug was
enabled to drop alongside and tow her into smooth water above the
railroad bridge, the life-saving crew lending eflicient aid by running
lines, taking in sail, and clearing away the wreck of the foremast and
bowsprit. But for the release of the Moonlight, as above narrated, she
would have soon sunk where she lay and thus obstructed the channel and
prevented the entry and departure of vessels for perhaps several days,
until she could have been raised and removed. Considering the size
of the vessel and the nature of her cargo, the difficulty of such an un-
dertaking will be readily understood. The labors of the life-saving
crew contributed in a great measure to prevent what would have been
a serious obstruction to the commerce of the port of Cleveland.

October 5.—Theschooner Clement, of Machias, Maine, bound from Jones-
port to Rockport with a cargo of wood and piling, encountered, when
oftf Mount Desert, a fresh northerly gale, which split her sails and caused
her tospring a leak. In this condition she hauled up for Baker’s Island
and anchored under its lee with a signal of distress flying. The signal
was discovered by the crew of Station No. 4, First District, on Little
Cranberry Island, at about 5 in the afternoon, and they at once launched
and went off to her assistance, arriving on board at 6 o’clock. Her
crew numbered but three men, so the life-saving crew took charge,
manned the pumps, and after several hours’ pumping succeeded in free-
ing her of water, after which, at 11.30 p. 31., she was got under way and
beat up into Cranberry Island Harbor and safely anchored at about 4 a.
M. (October 6). The captain of the Clement declared that he should
very soon have been compelled to abandon his vessel, but for the timely
and energetic assistance of the life-saving crew, in which case she
would probably have been totally lost.

October 5.— At 9.40 A. M. the lookout at Station No. 4, Second District
(Gurnet Point, Massachusetts), reported a schooner, which proved to be
the Winnie Lawry, of Waldoborough, Maine, ashore on Brown’s Island
Shoals, Duxbury Bay, about a mile south-southwest of the station. It
appears the schooner was bouad from ’oughkeepsie New York, to Bos-
ton, with a cargo of molding-sand, and being driven to leeward in Mas-
sachusetts Bay by stress of weather during a strong northerly gale, she
had sought refuge inside Gurnet Point until the abatement of the storm. .
The mishap was caused by the ebb tide out of Duxbury Bay,which swung
the schooner onto the shoals as she rode at anchor. The life-saving
crew went oftf as quickly as possible, and upon boarding the schooner
found it would be useless to attempt to float her oft while the gale
lasted. The keeper, therefore, prevailed upon the captain and crew to
leave the vessel and take shelter at the station until the gale moderated,
promising to send to Boston for the assistance of a tug. Upon reaching
the station, one of the surfmen was dispatched by land to the nearest
telegraph oftice, at Duxbury, with a message to the underwriters at Bos-
ton, reporting the condition of the schooner. The gale abated the fol-



96 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

lowing night, and by daylight next morning a powerful steam-tug was
on the spot from Boston. The crew were taken back on board the
schooner, and in a short time she was pulled off the shoal by the
steamer, and then after recovering both anchors, in which the station
crew assisted, she was taken in tow to her destination.

October 5.—The schooner Adelia F. Cohn, of and from Philadelphia
for Richmond, Virginia, with a cargo of coal, had a stormy run down
the coast after leaving the Delaware, and when nearing Chesapeake
Bay blew away some of her sails and sprung a leak. The gale was
from the northeast, and there was a very high sea running. It was be-
tween 2 and 3 in the morning when the canvas was lost, the schooner
being then about twelve miles off shore from Smith’s Island. The leak
seemed to gain on them, so the captain concluded to try and beach her
to prevent her from sinking. She was therefore hauled up for the land
under the double-reefed mainsail and bobbed jib. At 5 o’clock, as the
schooner labored in towards the beach, she was sighted by the patrol
from Station No. 11, Fifth District (Smith’s Island, Virginia), who at
once burned a Coston light to warn her of danger. The signal was not
heeded, however, and as she continued on it became apparent to those
on shore that an attempt was being made to heach her. It was for-
tunate, as the sequel proved, that the effort failed, owing, probably, to
the southerly set of the current, which swept the schooner rapidly to
leeward. There was, however, danger that the schooner would strike
on the outlying shoals between Smith’s Island and Cape Charles.
Both anchors were therefore let go when the captain found he could
not Leach his vessel, and then he hoisted his colors, union down, for
assistance. The life-saving crew had watched the movements of the
vessel with considerable anxiety from the time she was reported by the
patrol soon after heaving in sight at 5 o’clock, and as soon as the dis-
tress signal was shown they launched their surf-boat, with the help of
the two keepers of the light-house, and went off to the vessel. It was
too rough to go alongside, as the sea broke over and around her, and
the five men composing her crew were therefore, after some difficulty,
taken into the boat from the end of the main-boom. They were at once
conducted to the station and cared for. By good luck the schooner
outrode the gale, and with the return of moderate weather the next day
the life-saving crew took the sailors back on board, assisted in pump-
ing her out and getting her under way, and then, after seeing her clear
of the shoals and out of danger, returned to their station, the schooner
proceeding safely to Norfolk.

October 5.—The schooner Thomas J. Lancaster, of Philadelphia,
bound from Boston for Savannah with a cargo of ice, and having thir-
teen persons on board, including the family of the captain, was wrecked
a few miles north of Station No. 18, Sixth District (Chicamicomico,
North Carolina), at half-past 3 in the morning during a furious north-
easterly gale. [For the particulars of this disaster see page 20.]

October 5—At 11 A. M., during the prevalence of a heavy gale from
the north-northeast, the weather being squally and thick, the lookout
at Station No. 20, Sixth District (Little Kinnakeet, North Carolina),
sighted a small schooner under close-reefed foresail and jib scudding
down the coast before the wind. When nearly abreast of the station she
was observed to haul in towards the land, as though it was intended to
beach her. The life-saving crew at once started out with their ap-
paratus to her assistance. When near the surf another schooner was
seen coming from the northward and also apparently edging in towards
the beach. The first schooner, which proved to be the Charles, 33 tons



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 97

register, of Beaufort, North Carolina, struck about a mile south of the
station soon after the life-saving crew got out. She went head on with
the seas sweeping her deck from qne end to the other, and did not fetch
up until almost high and drv. The surfmen pushed forward with all the
haste possible, and in a few minutes were abreast of the vessel. She °
was 50 well up that one of the surfinen waded out with the whip-line
until he was waist-deep in the surf, and then grasping the gear of the
martingale managed to climb on board and make the tail-block fast to
the foremast, fér the purpose of aiding the landing of her crew. Three
persons were on board—two men and a boy. They refused to leave the
vessel until their effects could be gathered together, the captain descend-
ing to the cabin and locking himself in. There was no time for parleying,
as the other schooner was fast nearing the breakers and the life-saving
crew must proceed to her as quickly as possible. The captain was there-
fore informed that if he desired the assistance of the station crew it must
be accepted at once. This brought him to reason, and he and his crew
were soon transferred to the shore and conducted to the station. The
Charles was from Broad Creek, Neuse River, North Carolina, bound to
Baltimore, Maryland, with a cargo of lumber. The captain reported
encountering the first of the gale the night previous when to the north-
ward, abreast of Currituck Beach light, and that he had lost his yawl
and most of the deck-load, besides springing the fore-gaff. By the time
the latter was repaired so as to carry sail on it the stormm had increased
to such severity that he was compelled to run before it and ultimately
to beach the vessel to save himselt and crew. The hull of the schooner
being uninjured the captain subsequently contracted with a party to haul
her across the beach and launch her in Pamlico Sound, and thus saved
his vessel, he and his crew receiving shelter at the station while the
work was going on.

October 5.—By the time the crew of the Charles were safely ashore,
the schooner which the life-saving crew had seen coming down the
coast astern of her had also stranded about a quarter of a mile south of
the station. She struck the bar at about noon. The life-saving crew
(No. 20, Sixth District) hurried towards her as quickly as the bad con-
dition of the beach would permit, the water in some places being almost
knee-deep at the foot of the beach hills, well above ordinary high-water
mark. To add to the difficulties of travel the wind blew a furious gale
right in their teeth. As afterwards learned, the schooner was the H. W.
McColly, of New York, 111 tous measurement, bound from Broad Creek,
Neuse River, North Carolina, for Philadelphia, with a full cargo of pine
lumber. Her crew numbered five men, all told. Like the Charles, she
had encountered the first outburst of the gale the previous night, when
far to the northward, and by morning had lost most of her sails, part of
the deck-load, and was leaking badly. In this condition she was run
ashore, having scudded before the gale until it becamne no longer safe to
do 80; her captain, from his knowledge of the coast and of the existence
of life saving stations, realizing that it was the only chance he and his
men had for their lives. The schooner brought up on the outer bar,
about two hundred yards from the beach. She lay stern to the sea,
which at once commenced breaking over her with such irresistible vol-
ume that the crew were compelled to take to the rigging for safety, the
captain ascending at the main while the rest went up forward. By the
time the life-saving crew arrived the sea and current had cut the vessel’s
stern around off-shore.  The wreck gun was soon placed in position and
fired, the shot lodging the line across the end of the jib-boomn. Watch-
ing their opportunity between the seas the men in the fore-rigging

1184¢——17
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quickly descended and went out on the boom and secured the shot line,
and by that means, after considerable difficulty, owing to the action of
the current upon the lines, succeeded in getting hold of the whip, the
tail-block of which they made fast to the flying-jib stay. The hawser
was then sent off, and also made fast above the block. At this moment
the crew of Station No. 21 arrived upon the scene, and with their assist-
ance the hawser was quickly tautened, and everything arranged in
working order for bringing the people ashore. While the life-saving
crews were hauling the breeches-buoy oft, however, an accident oc-
curred which, as events proved, nearly resulted fatally. The schooner
had during this time gradually swang around until her head peointed to
the northward, thus bringing the jib, which remained set, flat aback.
This had the effect of canting her bow off-shore and throwing her stern
towards the beach, thus fonling the lines. The strain was too much
for the hawser, as it stretched and surged, for after the men on the
beach had slacked as much of it as they dared without letting go alto-
gether it snapped in twain, the sudden jerk throwing the wmate from
the jib-boom into the surf. The man was at once swept by the current
to the southward, along the shore. Seeing his peril, three surfmen
quickly donned their cork life-belts and followed down the beach to a
point some three hundred yards distant, where, by venturing out until
the surf actually broke over their heads, they succeeding in reaching
him and bringing him safely ashore. He was pretty well exhausted
when rescued but stoutly refused to go to the station for shelter until
he could see his shipmates also safe on land. The schooner once started
from where she first struck now began working along the bar to the
southward and ere long the tail of the whip-block also parted, thus
for the time completely severing connection with the beach. The life-
saving crews quickly hauled the lines out of the surf, and after clearing
them of turns and kinks reloaded the cart and moved along abreast of
the schooner, watching an opportunity to again use the gun. It soon
came and the line was once more dropped within reach of the people on
board. At this time the schooner was lying parallel with the beach,
head to the northward, having turned completely around since leaving
her first position. The whip was again hauled off and the tail-block
made fast as before, to the flying-jib-stay. When this was done the
beachmen, as a precautionary measure, sent off four life-preservers.
Three of them were secured and put on by the steward and two seamen,
who were thus made comparatively safe. The other life-preserver
fouled in the wreckage alongside and was lost, leaving one man, the
captain, without any. It was extremely fortunate that even three of
the belts reached themn, for they were scarcely in their possession when
the schooner again swung around with the same result as before, viz

the parting of the line. At the time it broke one of the sailors nad
just started in an attempt to reach the beach hand over hand on the
line. He was of course thrown into the surf, but by great good luck
managed to retain his grasp until quickly drawn ashore by the life-sav-
ing crews. He was slightly injured by contact in the surf with floating
lumber from the deck-load, but a little brandy from the medicine-chest
soon revived him. As soon as the lines were rearranged, another shot
was fired. The schooner changed her position so rapidly, however, that
the line fell beyond reach of those on bLoard. It was quickly hauled
back and tbe fourth fire dropped it once more over the head stays. In
the mean time the vessel was fast becoming a wreck. The stern had
been burst in and the warer alongside and to leeward was thickly
strewn with lumber and wreck stuff. Secarcely had the remaining men
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in the rigging secured the shot-line for the third time when it was cut by

contact with floating wreckage. With praiseworthy perseverance the

surfmen again hauled back the broken line, and, after changing it end

for end, again shot it over the vessel’s jib-boom. The bight of it, as the

current swept it alongside, was secured by the sailors in the rigging,

but they were so benumbed and stiff, and in such an awkward position,

that their effort to haul out the whip-line failed. As the situnation be-

came more and wore critical, the two men who had life-preservers om
resolved to attempt swimming to the beach, leaving the captain alone-
in the rigging. They had scarcely left her when the schooner fell over:
on her side. It shonld be remembered that during all this time she had

kept steadily in motion, preserving the same relative distance from the

shore, with a mad whirl of waters between, which would have swamped

any boat attempting to leave the beach. The two men, buoyed upon

the crests of the waves by the cork-belts, gradually worked themselves .
shoreward and were at last thrown within reach of the surfmen, who,

joining hands, waded out asfaras possible, grasped them and carried them

tothe beach hillsclear of theswash of the water. Oneof them was insensi-

ble, but by the energetic application of the method in vogue in the Service

for the resuscitation of apparently drowned persons he was soon brought

to and taken to the nearest house for shelter. All but one, the captain, .
were now safe. He clung to the rigging, anxious, but evidently with

stern determination, although the very loneliness of his position, sur-

rounded by the terrible waters, was in itself appalling. At about half-

past 3, just as the life-saving crews were about to fire again in the

hope of placing the line within his reach, to haul him ashore by, the main-

mast broke off and he was thrown into the surf. He exhibited rare

coolness and presence of mind, and made agallant and successful strug-

gle; for quickly disengaging himself from the wreckage he clambered to

the rail which was outof water, and thence by degrees reached therigging

of the foremast, which stillremained intact. Thismovement was watched

by the surfmen with intense interest, and as soon as he was again

ensconced in the rigging the sixth and last shot was fired. At this

juncture the man lost his hold and was swept out of sight, apparently

under the wreck. His disappearance was but momentary, however, for

to the great relief of those on the shore, he quickly reappeared on the

surface amidst the fragmeunts of timbers and planking, and catching at

the first piece within reach flung his arms and legs around it with the

grip of death or despair. By great good luck the piece of timber to

which he clung was cast shoreward by the sea, and willing bands were

ready to grasp him as soon as he was within reach. When drawn

ashore he was insensible. He was at once taken to a place of shelter

and by proper manipulation and the administration ot the usual remedies

was soon brought to consciousness.

Darkness had now overtaken themn, and as soon as the men were able
to travel the rescuers wended their way to their respective stations, the
wrecked crew reaching No. 20 with the men of that station at about
half past 8. Here, after changing their wet garments and partak-
ing of warm food, all hands except those whose turn it was to patrol the
beach, sought relief in much-needed rest after the excitement and ex-
posure of such an eventful day. The crew of the McColly remained at
the station several days until able to leave for their homes, their unfor-
tunate craft having becomne a complete wreck. The crew of No. 20 thus
had eight shipwrecked sailors on their bands, those of the Charles re-
maining until their vessel was floated off. It should be mentioned that
one of the surfimen ot No. 20 had a narrow escape while wading into the
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surf to the assistance of omne of the sailors. He was knocked almost
senseless by a piece of timber, and it was only with considerable diffi-
culty that he was rescued by his comrades. The action of the crews of
these two stations (Nos. 20 and 21) on this occasion was certainly very
creditable, and to their perseveraunce under adverse cirit mstances,
coupled with great gallantry in wading out into the surf at the peril of
- their own lives, is due the saving of all those on board the McColly.
October 5.—At 3.45 A. M., during the prevalence of a hard northerly
. gale, the Canadian schoouer Richardson, of Kingston, Ontario, in at-
" tempting to run into Oswego, whither she was bound from the first-
named port with a cargo of barley, mistook the lights, and fouled the
west pier, where she quickly became a wreck. The accident was wit-
" nessed by the patrolmen from Station No. 3, Ninth District (Oswego,
‘Lake Ontario, New York), and upon the alarm being given at the sta-
‘tion, the surf-boat was launched and the life-saving crew proceeded at
~once to the vessel. They found that the crew, six in number, had just
‘been taken oftf by a steam-tug lying near. The sea was so’ heavy that
the schooner had already commenced breaking up ; the life-saving crew
therefore remained in the vicinity and saved all the property they could,
only (i:'easing thieir labors when there was scarcely a vestige of the ves-
sel left.

October 5.—The crew of Station No. 16, Eleventh District (Sheboygan,
Lake Michigan), spent most of the day in ineffectually grappling for the
body of Edward M. Brown, a watchman on the Government pier, who
was supposed to be drowned, as a boat belonging to him was found
floating about the barbor, the man being missing. On October 26 fol-
lowing a body was found thrown up on the beach three-quarters of a
mile south of the station, which was identified as that of the uufor-
tunate watchwman.

October 6.—At daylight the crew of Station No. 1, First District
(Carrying Point Cove, West Quoddy Head, Maine), sighted a schooner
at anchor some four miles east-southeast of the station. She did not
appear to be in distress, and as no signal was made it was supposed
she had simply anchored to await the abatement of the wind, which at
the time was blowing strong from the northwest. The keeper ordered
a close watch on the schooner, in case she should signal for assistance.
At 11 A. M. the lookout observed a boat leave her side and attempt to
reach the land, but the gale was too much for it and the effort had to
be abandoned, the boat returning to the schooner. Judging from this
that there must be something wiong it was determined to board her.
Upon arriving alongside the keeper found the schooner to be the Eclipse,
of Eastport, Maine, bound from Dennysville to Rockland, with a cargo
of wood, and that she had encountered a heavy squall the afternoon
previous, which split her sails and started her leaking badly. In this
condition they had anchored her during the night, about two miles
from the land, her crew, three in number, being almost exhausted by
their efforts to keep her free. The life-saving crew at once turned to
and pumped her out and made temporary repairs on the sails, and then
worked her up into a safe harbor, where she was enabled o repair
damages and obtain new sails before proceeding on her voyage.

Uctober 6.—A barge getting too close to the bar east of Station No.
12, Tenth District (Sucker River, Lake Superior), was warned out of
danger by the red Coston light of one of the patrolmen.

October 7.—As the Vixen, a small sloop belonging at Bay Shore,
Long Island, New York, was passing in through Fire Island Inlet from
a fishing trip outside, the man on board imagined he saw a school o
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fish just beyond the bar. Being desirous of obtaining a full fare he put
. about at once, and while recrossing the bar, where the sea was very
sharp, the boat capsized. Fortunately the tide was flood, and the mau
managed to cling to the boat until it was cast upon the beach near the
inlet, half’ a mile west of Station No. 25, Third District. The accident
was witnessed by the lookout at the station, and the life-saving crew at
once turned out and hastened to the man’s assistance. The use of the
surf-boat was unnecessary, as the water was shoal enough for them to
wade out to the capsized craft. The man was taken to the station and
furnished with dry clothing and refreshment. The life-saving crew
then returned to the beach with the necessary gear, and after several
hours’ hard work hanled the boat to a safe place.

October 7.—The fishing schooner Lucy, of Green Point, Long Island, .
New York, with a crew of two men, while cruising oft Sandy Hook,
New Jersey, stood too close in to the beach, and in attempting to go
about, misstayed and grounded on the bar. The accident occurred at
about noon, nearly opposite Station No. 1, Fourth District (Sandy
Hook). The life-saving crew were promptly on hand with their boat,
and after carrying out an anchor from the vessel and putting two of
their number on board to assist her crew in heaving upon the warp, they
pulled off outside of her with a tow-line, and by watching their oppor-
tunity when the seas lifted her, soon succeeded in floating the schooner
off without damage, before she had time to become imbedded in the
sand. The captain was very grateful for the timely aid of the life-sav-
ing crew, as without it his vessel would soon have bilged and become a
total wreck.

October 8.—The schooner Northern Light, of Booth Bay, Maine, with
a crew. of two men, while on a voyage from Calais, Maine, to Salem,
Massachusetts, laden with lumber, put into Seal Harbor, betwcen
‘White Head and Spruce Head Islands, during the prevalence of a fresh
southwesterly gale. After coming to, the captain found he had an-
chored in shoal water. In attempting to change his erth the vessel
grounded on what is known as Allen’s Rock. The accident occurred at
about 5.30 P. M., and was seen and promptly reported by the lookout at
Station No. 5, First District (White Head Island, Maine). The life-
saving crew quickly went off in their boat to the schooner’s assistance
and when the tide had risen sufficiently forced her off the rock an(i
piloted her to a good anchorage, where they left her safe and snug.

October 8.—At 1 P. M. the keeper of Station No. 1, Second District,
(Plum Island, Massachusetts) discovered a small sloop yacht laboring in
the surf about two miles south of the station. He and his crew at once
proceeded to the spot in a dory and found the sloop full of water, and
the four men who had been on board of her safe upon the beach. It
appeared they were bound to Ipswich from Newburyport, and in ran-
ning down the coast had, without a thought of the danger of such an
undertaking, attempted to beach their vessel so as to enable them to
land. Upon reaching shoal water and finding their yacht was rapidly
filling, the men scrambled ashore as quickly as possible. The life-sav-
ing crew towed the yacht back abreast of the station, and there, with
the aid of tackles, hauled her above high-water mark for necessary re-
pairs, she having been quite badly strained in the surf. .

October 8.—The keeper of Station No. 22, Sixth District (Creed’s Hill,
North Carolina,) had a good box made and buried the dead body of a
man which one of the patrol had found three fourths of a mile north of
the extreme point of Cape Hatteras—probably one of the sailors of the
Thomas J. Lancaster, wrecked October 5.
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October 8.—At half-past 4 o’clock in the morning, a northeast storm
prevailing at the time, the brig Ramirez, of New York, bound from Apa-
lachicola, Florida, to Aransas Pass, Texas, with a cargo of railroad ties
and baving a crew of eight men, stranded at the north end of Mustang
Island, oue-half mile east of Station No. 5, Eighth District (Texas),
about one hundred yards from the heach. She was attempting to enter
the pass at the time she went ashore. The disaster was witnessed by
the station patrol and immediately reported, and ten minutes after 5 the
life-saving crew reached her in the surf-boat. There was a heavy sea
running, and it was not without some difficulty that they were enabled
to convey the crew safely ashore. The men received shelter at the sta-
tion until arrangements could be made by the captain for their transfer
to the main-land. The cargo was subsequently saved, but the brig be-
came a total loss.

October 8.—At 11 o’clock at night one of the surfmen of Station No.
11, Eleventh District (Chicago), recovered a yawl belonging to the Illi-
nois Central Railroad Company, which had got adrift, and returued it
to the company. )

October 9.—One of the patrolmen of Station No. 22, Third District
(Patchogue, Long Island), warned off with his Coston light a steamer
standing into danger.

October 9.—The sloop Mary Ann,of and from Cobb's Island, Virginia,
with a crew of two men, bound out of Ship Shoal Inlet, at the southerly
extremity of the island above named, on a trip to Sea Side, eastern
shore of Virginia, while bugging the shore too closely, ran aground on
the point about three hundred yards to the southward of Station No.
10, Fifth District. The accident was discovered and reported by the
station patrol soon after its occurrence, and the life saving crew quickly
responded, and proceeded to the sloop’s assistauce. She lay in the surf
pounding heavily and quite near the beach; near enough, in fact, for
them to wade out to her without difficulty. After planting her anchor
oft-shore in deep water, and putting two men on board to aid her crew
in heaving upon the cable, the rest of the life-saving crew standing
waist-deep in the water gradually winded ber around head to the sea,
and then, by watching their opportunities, and pushing when the seas
lifted her, moved her a foot or two at a time, until completely afloat. As
she was now leaking quite badly and unfit to proceed to sea, the life-
saving crew completed their good work by taking her back into the
harbor for repairs.

October 9 —The crew of Station No. 21, Sixth District (Big Kinnakeet,
North Carolina), were engaged in making a coffin for the body of the
little child lost from the Thomas J. Lancaster, on October 5, and found
two wiles south of the station.. When coftined it was carried by some
of the men to its mother, then lying ill at Station No. 18.

October 10.—At half past 8 o’clock in the evening one of the pa-
trolmen of Station No. 16, Sixth District (Bodie’s Island, North Caro-
lina), saw a vessel near the breakers, and warned her oftf by burning a
red Coston light. :

October 11.—At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the light-house buoy-ten-
der Iris, while setting a buoy on Norton’s Ledge, caught the chain
mooriug of the old buoy in her propeller and became perfectly helpless.
The crew of Station No. 1, First District (West Quoddy Head, Maine),
came to the rescue, and after failing to procure the assistance of a tug,
launched the surf-boat, got the lines onto the buoy, and helped to clear
and unshackle it, so that the tender could work her engine, which
being cffected, she steamed into harbor without further aid.

-
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October 11.—At half past 4 o'clock in the afternoon’ the schooner
Wm. P. Hood, of Somerset, Massachusetts, from Boston to Philadel-
phia, in ballast, and having a crew of nine men, in entering the Dela-
ware River, endeavored to cross the rips at Cape May Point and
grounded, the tide at the time being very low. The accident was wit-
nessed by the crew of Station No. 40, Fourth District (Cape May, New
Jersey), who at unce weut out in the surf-boat and assisted in getting
the schooner atloat uninjured, after which the keeper piloted her safely
into the channel and she proceeded to her destination.

October 11.—During the night one of the patrolmen of Station No. 7,
Fifth District (Assateague Island, Virginia), sighted a vessel standing
in towards Ship Shoal nearly abreast the station. He ignited his red
Qoston signal to warn her off, and the vessel at once went about in
time to escape stranding on the shoal.

October 11.—At 10 o’clock at night the wind was blowing a gale, and
the schooner James G. Gilmore, of Cleveland, Ohio, loaded with six
huudred tons of limestone, showed a torch as a signal for a tug. One
of the patrolmen of Station No. 10, Eleventh District (Saint Joseph,
Lake Michigan), endeavored to get the captain of the tug to go out to
her, but failed. The schooner at nearly midnight attempted to make
the harbor without a tow, under foresail and staysail (all her otherncan-
vas having been carried away outside) but missed the entrance and went
north of the north pier, fortunately close in, so that she got out a line,
which the two patrolinen of the life-saving station, who were on the
pier, at once made fast, thus checking the headway of the vessel before
she went bard aground. One of the patrolinen then rowed the captain
across the river, where he procured a tug, which arrived at 2 o’clock in
the morning and took her in tow.

October 11.—The crew of Station No. 17, Eleventh District (Two
Rivers, \Visconsin), turned out and spent the afternoon in helping to
move a scow and pile-driver away from the heavy surf up the river to a
place of safety.

October 12.— At 2 o’clock in the morning the schoonerJ. M. McInnis
of and for Corpus Christi, Texas, from Calcasieu, T.ouisiana, with a
cargo of lumber, stranded on Matagorda [sland, about half a wile south-
east of Station No.4, Eighth District (Texas), at a point just inside of,
Pass Cavallo Bar. She was sighted under way rather close in-shore, at
8 o’clock the evening previous by one of the surfinen of the station as
he passed along the beach on patrol. The man attempted to warn her
oftf by swinging his lantern, but instead of changing her course and
standing off-shore she came to anchor and soon afterwards extinguished
her hghts. The patrolman perceiving nothing amiss proceetled on his
way, and upon returning over his beat saw ber lying in the same place.
He reached the station at near midnight and reported the facts to the
keeper, who instructed the next outgoing patrol to keep a sharp look-
out un thevessel. She ren-ained in plain sight at anchor until the moon
becine obscured by clouds, when she was lost to view in the darkness.
Nothing appeared to be wrong, and as no signal was made, the patrol-
man passed on to the southern limit of his beat. Upon returning,
however, he was astonished to find that she had dragged her anchors,
and was in the surf within a few feet of the Government breakwater,
and the crew of four men ashore, they having swung themselves off the
end of the flying jib-boom onto the breakwater and thus reached the
beach without trouble. He at once aroused his comrades at the station,
but when the life saving crew arrived the captain declined their proffer
of assistance. When, however, the prospect of saving his vessel became
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doubtful, he was very glad of their aid in the efforts to float her and in
removing the cargo,all of which was saved. It was finally determined
to make extensive repairs on the vessel as she lay upon the beach, the
work progressing so slowly that it was not until September 4,1882, that
it was completed and the schooner in readiness for laundnng Ou that
date the station crew again offered their services, and taking advantage
of the extra high tide caused by he northeasterly gale then prevailing,
they succeeded at 2 o’clock in the morning (5th), after a few hours of
arduous labor in getting the schooner once more atioat, both her anchors
being lost in the operation by the parting of the cables. Unfortunately
the rigging had been neglected while the vessel was undergoing repairs,
and a8 soon as a strain was brought upon it, when the schooner filled
away under her canvas the main-shrouds gave way and the mainmast
was sprung about twenty feet above the deck, thus crippling the vessel.
In this predicament, with the gale then blowing and a high sea, it was
impossible to work up into the pass, and there was no alternative but
to bear away for Aransas Pass, some forty-five miles to the leeward,
where they arrived at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, after a stormy passage.
After the life-saving crew had assisted in procuring new ground-tackle
for the schooner and mooring her safely under the lee of Mustang Is-
land,they returned to Pass Cavallo the next day on a schooner bound
up the coast, reaching their station at 9 o’clock in the evening, after an
absence therefrom of forty-eight hours.

B l'lrlllm following letter was afterwards published in the Cuero (Texas)

etin:

¢ To Captain Jas. Hill and crew of the United States Life-Sqving Sta-
tion at Saluria, and a pilot in charge :

¢ GENTLEMEN: The undersigned, for himself and in behalf of the
agent and owner of the schooner called the J. M. McInnes, of Corpus
Christi, most respectfully tenders his sincere thanks for the prompt and
valuable assistance rendered during the storm that prevailed on the
night of September 4, 1882, in hauling from the beach near Pass Cav-
allo, the stranded schoonmer herein named, and especially for the un-
avoidable risk of life and privation endured whilst beating off a lee
shore and finding a port of safety in Aransas.

¢ Very respectfully,
. “ JAs. McCopPIN.
“ INDIANOLA, TEXAS, October 16, 1882.”

October 12.—At 11,50 A. M. the schooner A. Boody, of Detroit, Michi-
gan, with a crew of three men, bound from Black Rock to Buffalo, in
charge of the tug Mollie Speucer, parted her hawser, and before she
could be stopped drifted down on Horseshoe Reef, at the head ot Ni-
agara River, three-quarters of a mile from the shore, and about a mile
and a half from Station No. 5, Ninth District (Buffalo, New York). The
accident was seen by the station lookout on duty at the pier, and upon
his giving the alarm the life-saving crew at once pulled out to her
assistance. On reaching the vessel and finding that both her anchors
were down, and that she was thus held upon the reef, the life-saving
crew veered away the cables and allowed her to drive safely over the
rocks into deep water, after which they ran her hawser to the tug, and,
when all was in readiness, slipped both anchors, and enabled the tug
to tow the schooner safely to her destination.

October 15.— At about half past 3 in the afternoon, as three swall
vessels were running in over Absecom Inlet Bar, New Jersey, from the
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fishing-ground off Atlantic City, one of them, the R. M. Mc¢Cristal, a
cat-rigged boat, with three men on board, capsized when about i mile
and a half east-southeast of Station No. 27, Fourth District (Atlantic
City, New Jersey). The wind was fresh from the southward, and upon
reaching the bar under a press of sail, the boat had encountered a short
ugly sea, caused by the tide setting counter to the wind, which threw
her on her beam ends. The station crew were watching the movements
of the vessels at the time, and upon witnessing the accident they im-
mediately put off to the assistance of the people who were now strug-
gling in the water. By the time they reached the Mc(ristal, however,
the three men were safe on board of the sloop Elwood Becker, having
been picked up by that vessel very soon after the M¢Cristal went over.
The life-saving crew, therefore, went to work and cleared away the mast
and sail from the capsized boat and put them on board the sloop Tillie
Covert, the other vessel in the vicinity at the time of the accident, and
then, with the latter’s assistance, towed the McCristal safely into the
harbor, where she was delivered to her owner, the principal loss being
that of her cargo of fish, which was washed out when she overset.
October 16.—The body of an unknown wan, mnuch decomposed and
mutilated, having evidently been in the water for a fortnight, was found
on the beach between 1 and 2 o'clock at night by one of the patrolmen,
about two miles from Station No. 14, Third District (Good Ground,
Long Island), and brought to the station and the coroner summoned.
October 16.—The British ship Fernglen, of Sunderland, England,laden
with clay ballast,and bound from Wellington, New Zealand, to Portland,
Oregon, wtnt ashore about 4 o’clock in the morning on Clatsop Spit,
off Cape Disappointment, Washington Territory, about two miles from
land, and four miles southeast by east of Life-boat Station No. 3, Twelfth
District. There was on board a crew of twenty men. The accident
appears to have been due to ignorance of the coast. At the time of
stranding the weather was cloudy, with a good southeast breeze and
an ordinary surf, although the wind strengthened and the sea rose soun
afterward. The vessel was discovered at the station by daybreak, lying
with sail on her to help her off, and the keeper (Alfred T. Harris) got to-
gether with considerable difficulty a crew of volunteers, some of them citi-
zens and some soldiers from Fort Canby, and-at low water, in the begin-
ning of the afternoon, launched the life-boat and went out to her. After
a very hard pull, through atleast a mile of surf, the life-boat reached the
vessel. When within half a mile of her, her captain hoisted a signal of
distress, thinking, as the breakers at that point began to Le the most
terrible, that the life-boat crew would quail and relinquish effort for
his relief, and imploring them thus not to desert him. They continued
on, and a tug also hove in sight, which caused the lowering of the dis-
tress signal, and soon after the life-saving crew came up alongside,
and Keeper Harris boarded the ship. The captain appeared to be con-
fident of the vessel coming off the spit, for he positively refused toleave
ber, and seemed mainly desirous ot having a good pilot on board in
those unknown waters, strenuously urging the keeper to remain with
bim. This the keeper offered to do upon the condition of the life-boat
being hoisted out of the surf, which the captain, however, did not want
to have done, on the ground that the boat would hamper the movements
of the vessel, and tried to induce Keeper Harris to remain on board
and let his crew return without him. The keeper, being responsible for
the safety of the crew, refused, and, after remaining on board a couple of
hours, left the vessel, first giving the captain his course in case he got
afioat again, and arranging for the display of a bright light in the miz-
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zen 80 long as all went well, to be changed to a red light in case of
danger. The life-boat crew then rowed over to Fort Stevens, on the
Oregon shore, and had the sentry instructed to keep a lookout through
the night for danger signals from the ship; none, however, were shown.

By 9 o'clock the next morning, the wind arose and blew a furious
gale throwing down chimneys and uprooting trees, and accompanied
with thick fog and very heavy rain and sleet. The entrance to the Co-
lumbia River, between the shores of Washington Territory and Oregon,
has a submarine formation of spits and shoals, intersected by two deep
channels, and fqr a radius of five or six miles between Cape Disappoint-
ment and Point Adams this formation causes a mass of breakers,
which were now lashed by the wiud into indescribable turbulence, the
whole sea a8 far as the eye could reach being alive with tumbling foam.
To launch a boat in this condition of the surf and sea was impossible.
The tempest continued all that day and through the night without
abatement.

At half past 6 on the morning of October 18 Keeper Harris sighted
the ship for a moment through the driving sleet. She had driven in some
distance during the night, and still had sail on her, about the same as
she had bad two days before. The keeper had meanwhile procured two
experienced boatmen from a watering-place named Illwaco, some miles
up the cape, which, with the boatmen he could procure from his own
neighborhood, gave him a crew of only six. He could have got soldiers
from the fort, but the daungerous state of the sea made it desirable to
man the boat only with surfmen. As the storm had somewhat abated,
be determined to start out in the life-boat with what men he had, his
intention being to run over to Fort Stevens, on the Oregon shore, where
there was a prospect of procuring two more surfiuen. The launch was
accordingly made, the life-boat Leing taken in tow by the tug Brenham.
There was a lull in the wind as the life-boat held its way in the wake
of the tug through the tremeudous sea, and in running across the south
channel, near the Oregon shore, the thick atmosphere cleared a little
and the crew canght sight of the Fernglen lying on her beamn ends.
The cessation of the wind made Keeper Harris determine to endeavor
to reach the ship now, and after getting as near the shoals that border
the south channel as the tug dare take him, he let go the tow-line, and
the life-boat began to drop down toward the wreck. As the life-savers
drew near, they could see more distinctly the ship heeled over on her
starboard side, her masts in the water, and her company of twenty men
clinging to the rail on her port quarter, well away from the sea, and
secure for some time. Among the group the captain and mate could
be recognized.

The keeper swung his hat to the sailors, and they returned the signal
and seemed to be in good spirits. Suddenly, when the life-boat had got
within about two bundred yards of the wreck, the wind began to blow
as hard as ever, and as it was from the southeast, right in the teeth of
the advance, progress was impossible, and thé life-boat, beaten back
dropped away to the tug and was again taken in tow. The tug towed
the boat about two miles, and as much to windward as was possible in
80 fierce & gale, and the life-boat then hoisted sail, let go her line, and
again bore down for the wreck. When as near as it was safe to run,
the sail was lowered and the men took to the oars. A desperate strug-
gle to reach the vessel now began. It was a chop sea, the waves leap-
ing and spouting their foam high in the air, and their tops incessantly
broken off and scattered by the furious wind, so much of them shower-
ing upon the devoted life-boat crew that the men, toiling at their oars,



s

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 107

hip-deep in the water which half filled the boat, were deluged with a
rakink fusillade of spray, which dreve without intermission straight
in their 1aces and assailed both breath and sight, the keeper especially
being 8o choked and blinded by the fierce rain that he began to be
unable to inanage the steering-oar. Aware at the same time that his
men were fast giving out, although there were nomne better, as he re-
ports, both for strength and skill, he was forced to accept repulse and
bear away again for the tug. The life-boat this time had got nearer
to the wreck than before—&o near, indeed, that the sailors on board had
tried to float out to her crew lines buoyed on cork fenders, with the
view of aiding them to approach; and before leaving, the keeper re-
peated signals previously given them, to the effect that he intended to
renew his attempt to get near the wreck from the windward. The tide
was then at flood, and, knowing that the ebb would run the sea down,
he made sure of reaching the ship at the next effort. The life-boat
dropped out to the tug, which gave the crew her line, and towed them
to Kort Stevens, where the keeper expected to be able to angment his
crew. This tow, like the others of that day, was, so the keeper states,
frightful. The boat-being a life-boat, and therefore unsiukable, bowsed
along, diving as she went, into the successive seas of the channel,and
all but drowning the men on board. Tbe crew, besides, were in their
shirts and stockings, being thus stripped ot all impediment to free ac-
tion in the event of a capsize, and as it took some time to reach the
fort, they were all blue and stiff with cold by the time they arrived. At
the fort the keeper engaged another man, the only one available, and
got a bottle of brandy, part of which he served out to his frozen crew,
reserving the remainder for the weakest men on board the ship.

At 1 o’clock in the day the ebb had run the sea down considerably,
and although the water was still enormous the life-boat started away
again under her foresail, ran up well to windward, and bore down for
the wreck. The whole tremendous scene was veiled in fog and driving
sleet, and the situation of the Feruglen was for a long time a. matter
ot guess-work; but at length the life-boat crew sighted the bottom
of the hull turned up toward them, and drove the boat straight for it.
As they drew near they dropped the sail and took to the oars. It was
observed then that the vessel was broken in two amidships. The life-
boat anchor was let go and her crew hailed the ship, all together, sev-
eral times, but got no answer. Surprised at the silence,they slacked
down under the stern near enough to have jumped aboard, and to their
utter astonishment found that the sailors were gone. A crazy freak
would seem to have seized them, and they had left the ship in a whale-
boat. Presently they were caught sight of, just in time to avert their
destruction, as they were about entering the breakers on the other side
the channel below Sand Island. The keeper instantly signaled the
tugs (two or three of which were now to leeward), and they answered
by blowing their' whistles and starting in pursuit of the sailors, whom
one of them presently overhauled and took on board. Their safety,
therefore, was, after all, owing to the presence of the life-boat crew,
whose intervention prevented the fatal consequences which would in all
probability have followed their departure from the vessel. This was the
substantial end of a hard and dangerous adventure. After finding
that the twenty sailors were on board of the tug, the life-boat crew took
a line from her and were towed into Astoria, returning the next morn-
ing (October 19) to the station. The ship was of course lost.

October 18.—The schooner Forest Queen, of Boston, with a crew of
four men, while running into Plymouth Harbor for shelter during a north-
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erly storm of wind and rain, grounded upon Brown’s Island Shoals, about
a mile south by west of Station No. 4, Second District (Gurnet Point,
Massachusetts). The accident occurred at 3 in the afternoon, and the
life-saving crew, one of whom saw her strike, at once put off' to her as-
sistance, taking with them a hawser and a kedge anchor. On the way
out to the vessel the kedge was dropped in deep water and the hawser
which was attached thereto taken on board, with the view of heaving
the schooner off. The captain of the schooner, although unacquainted
with the locality and quite ignorant of where the best water was to be
found, objected to the course proposed by the life-saving crew and in-
sisted upon attempting to haul her off in another direction. Although
the station crew were as thoroughly familiar with the shoals and dangers
of the locality as it was possible for them to bLe, they acquiesced in the
captain’s wishes, and leaving their own anchor where it lay carried out
one of the schooner’s anchors in the direction desired by the captain
and endeavored to heave ber off. The attempt failed, and the anchor
was shifted a second and a third time, at the captain’s behest, with
equally poor success. It was now getting late and the situation was
becoming serious, and the captain began to realize that men whose whole
lives had been passed in that locality should know better than he the
exact configuration of the shoal and where the best channels were.
He therefore resigned the direction of aftairs to the keeper, who lost no
time in laying a kedge to re-enforce the one originally planted on his
way out to the schooner, and in a very short time he and his men had
the satisfaction of getting the vessel atloat and anchoring her in five
fathoms of water, where the holding ground was good and the vessel
perfectly safe. It was well she came off thus the same day, for by day-
light next morning the shoal was one mass of breakers, and the vessel,
an old one, would have become a total wreck.

October 18.—One of the day patrol of Station No. 2, Third District
(Point Judith, Rhode Island), discovered throngh the dense fog pre-
vailing a small steam-yacht, running directly for the beach, and already
80 near that a stone could have been thrown on board. By blowing a
shrill whistle and shouting, the patrolman made her navigators under-
stand their danger, and the yacht steamed off-shore.

October 18.—At 5 o’clock in the afternoon the schooner Fiat, of and
from Oswego for Woodville, Big Sandy Creck, Lake Ontario, New York,
with a general cargo, and having a crew of four men, grounded on the
inner bar at the mouth of the creek. The mishap was witnessed by the
crew of Station No. 1, Ninth District, at the east side of the entrance,
and they at once put off in their boat to the schooner’s assistance. The
keeper finding she had no line sufficiently long for use as a warp to the
river bank, sent back for one of the station lines. This was at once
made fast on shore and hove taut, and then the life-saving crew went
to work lightering the cargo, and between that and heaving on the line
they succeeded, after several hours’ hard work, in getting her safely
overthe bar and into the river, it being near midnight when they returned
to their station. :

October 19.— At 11 o’clock in the forenoon, the schooner Lizzie, of
Machias, Maine, bound from Two Rivers, Nova Scotia, to New York,
with a cargo of timber, which had put into Quoddy Roads for a harbor
the day previous, during a heavy easterly gale with thick weather,
parted her cable and drove up into Quoddy Bay, where she came to
with her light anchor and hoisted a signal of distress. The crew of
Station No. 1, First District (Carrying Point Cove, West Quoddy Head,
Maine), put off at once in answer to the signal, and upon learning of
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the schooner’s loss, and that her crew of four men were o much ex-
bausted from exposure and work as to be unable to recover the lost
anchor without assistance, took charge and dropped her down to her
old berth, grappled for and recovered the anchor, and then, after put-
ting her under snug canvas and getting her under way, they piloted
her clear of danger, and thus enabled her to proceed down the coast on
her voyage to the westward with a fair wind. .

October 19.—At daylight. the keeper of Station No. 15, Second Dis-
trict (Surfside, Nantucket, Massachusetts), upon ascending to the look-
out platform on the roof of his station, discover¢d a vessel apparently
ashore several miles to the westward. The boat was at once called
away and launched, the life-saving crew getting oft at a quarter before
6 and arriving alongside the vessel two hours later (8.45 A.».). It
was the schooner Frank M. Noyex, of and for Boston, from Baracoa,
Cula, with a cargo of fruit. They had mistaken Sankaty Head light
for the light upon Gay Head and shaped their course accordingly, the
vessel striking the beach about seven miles west of the life-saving sta-
tion at 2 o’clock that morning. The fact that the stranding occurred
some miles beyond the ordinary patrol limits of the station will account
for the schooner not being seen until daylight. Fortunately the weather
was fine and the sea smooth and no immediate danger was apprehended.
The captain had already landed and gone over to town on the north
side of the island, in quest of assistance. Upon the latter’s return, at
half past 11, the keeper informed him thathe was from the life-sav-
ing station, and oftered to aid in getting the schooner off, but the cap-
tain declined the offer with thanks, having employed other assistance,
The life-saving crew therefore left, arriving home in the afternoon. The
vessel afterwards came oft without damage. Although it so happened
that no assistance was required ou the occasion, the life-saving crew ex.
hibited commendable diligence in proceeding to the vessel as soon as
she was seen and oftering théir services, the pull to and from her being
a long and arduous one, and on that account their conduct is deserving
of mention.

October 19.— At about 8 in the morning, as two of the crew of Station
No. 10, Fourth District (opposite Point Pleasant, New Jersey), were
out fishing abreast of their station, nearly two miles from shore, they
discovered a boat bottom up, with two men clinging to it. The boat
was about a quarter ot a mile off, and the surfinen quickly dropped
their fishing-gear and pulled to the rescue, finding the men in an al-
most exhausted condition, they having been in the water at least thirty
minutes. The men had put oft from Point. Pleasant that morning after
fixh. but the sea becoming quite rough their boat had swamped and
capsized, and in this coundition it rolled over and over with them, the
pour fellows being washed oft several times before the arrival of their
rescuers. In fact, their strength was almost gone when they were
taken from the water. The boat was righted and bailed out and towed
ashore through the surf, and the men were conducted to the station,
where they were at once furnished with dry clothing and restoratives,
remaining there until their own clothing could be dried and they were
sufliciently recovered to travel homeward. Their discovery by the
surtmen was extremely fortunate, for beside the fact that they could not
bave beld on much longer it should be stated that their boat was a very
small one, a mere speck upon the water, and therefore not likely to be
noticed at its great distance from the shore with the sea as rough as it
then was. .

October 19.—Between 9 and 10 o’clock in the morning two schooners,
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one the Crissie Wright, of Philadelphia, from Providence, Rhode Island,
in ballast, with a crew of seven men, the other named Hattie Perry, of
and from New Bedford, with a crew of five men, and laden with lnmber
and sperm oil, while bound through Cape May Channel into the Dela-
ware, en route to Philadelphia, grounded on the north shoal off Cape
May, New Jersey, the former about a mile and a quarter and the latter
a mile and a half from Station No. 40, Fourth District, near the light-
house on the cape. They were seen to strike by the station crew, who
immediately put off in the surf-boat to their assistance. The Crissie
Wright was lying easy and in no immediate danger. It was low-water
and she was therefore likely to float when the tide swelled. Axs her sails
had been lowered, the life-saving crew assisted in sctting them again to
the best advantage for belping her off, and then after pointing out to
the captain where the best water was to be found lett him and proceeded
on board the Hattie Perry. This vessel was deeply laden, and as she
was pounding heavily her position was more serious. The station men
assisted in hoisting ber sails also, and remained on board for three
hours helping at whatever was necessary to be done, and finally worked
her off and piloted her into the chanuel, thus enabling her to resume
her voyage without sustaining any damage. In the mean time the Cris-
sie Wright had also tloated off and proceeded into the bay.

October 19.—The sloop Zulu Chiet, of and from Atlantic City, New
Jersey, for Yorktown, Virginia, with four passengers and a crew of two
men, while ranning down the coast before a fresh northeasterly gale
and quite a rough sea, kept too close in-shore and struck the bar off
Hog Island Inlet, Virginia, at a point about half a mile from the beach.
The accident occurred at 11 o’clock in the day, in plain view of the crew
of Station No. 9, Fifth District, a mile and a half distant on Hog Island,
who at once launched the surf-boat and went to the sloop’s assistance.
She was pounding heavily and lay in a very dangerous position. The
life-saving crew went to work without delay and carried out her anchors,
and by that means succeeded after a couple of hours’ hard heaving, in
saving the vessel. Her crew reported that their yawl had been swept
overboard, and that they were entirely out of fresh water. They were
also without the means of lighting a fire, having no matches on board.
Although unable to furnish them with a suitable boat to replace the
one lost, the life-saving crew brought off a supply of fresh water and
other necessaries from the station, and then, with specific advice from
the keeper as to the best courses to steer to avoid outlying shoals
further down the coast, the men proceeded ou their way rejoicing, thank-
ful for their escape from shipwreck. Had the sloop remained aground
a few hours longer her destruction would have been certain.

October 20.—At 8 o’clock in the morning the crew of Station No. 13,
Eleventh District (Kenosha, Wisconsin),sighted a schooner in the offing,
five miles from shore, flying a signal of distress. The surf-boat wusat
once launched, and after a hard pull against the strong northeast wind
and heavy sea then prevailing they reached the vessel, which proved to
be the North Star, of Green Bay, Wisconsin, to which place she was
bound from Chicago, with a cargo ot corn, her crew numbering five
men. She was leaking badly and partially disabled by the loss of spars
and sails, having been in collision the night betore with the schconer
George B. Sloan. The captain was anxious to reach Racine for repairs.
The lite-saving crew, therefore, assisted in bringing the vessel to anchor
oftf Kenosha, and then landed with the captain to telegraph to Racine
for a tug to tow her to that post. As no tug could be.obtained, the
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captain decided to putinto Kenosha; so a small fishing steamer was en-
gaged and the vessel was towed safely into that-harbor.

October 21.—A gentleman named Moses Richards, seventy-four years
of age, a resident of Painesville, Ohio, while fishing from the end of the
pier at Fairport, Ohio, fell overboard, and being unable to swim, nar-
rowly escaped drowning. The accident, which was caused by the slip-
periness of the pier, was witnessed by the lookout at Station No. 7,
Ninth District, about two bundred and fifty yards distant, and he and
the rest of the life-saving crew at once dashed down the pier to the
rescue. The first man to arrive quickly grasped the old gentleman, and
with the aid of the others he was soon lifted onto the pier and taken to
the station. There he was furnished with stimulants and dry clothing,
and by the time his own wet garments could bedried at the station fire
he was sufficiently recovered from the shock to be able to travel home-
ward. The water at the time was quite cold and the air chilly, and the
man would soon have perished but for the activity of the life-saving
crew in rescuing him and applying the necessary restoratives.

October 22.—The schooner J. H. Eels, of Camden, Muine, to which
place she was bound from Dover, New Hampshire, in ballast, having a
crew of three men, got becalined when off White Head Island, coast of
Maine, and to avoid being carried by the ebb-tide onto Red Ledge, a
dangerous reef of rocks three-quarters of a mile to the westward of the
island, at the lower part of Wheeler’s Bay, came to anchor about half a
mile from Station No. 5, First District, which is situated on the island.
It was at 1 o’clock in the atternoon, and the life-saving crew, ovserving
the schooner’s peril, at once put off and proffered their assistance. The
captain was very glad of their, timely arrival, saying that his vessel
was short-handed, and that he was unatquainted with the locality. The
keeper at once took charge, and, as soon as a breeze sprung up got the
schooner under way and piloted her safely clear of the rocks and around
White Head Island into Muscle Ridge Channel, where he left her to
proceed on her way up Penobscot Bay to her destination. Before the
life-saving crew left him the captain expressed much thankfulness for
the service rendered, saying that without their aid he would probably
have lost his vessel on the rocks, which at that point are very numerous,
and render navigation of those waters extremely dangerous.

October 22,—At half-past 11 o’clock in the day, a cat-rigged boat
was seen in distress in the bay, and the crew of Station No. 20, Third
District (Smith’s Point, Long Island), putting out in the surf-boat to
her assistavce, found her in a water-logged condition, with only two
boys on board. The men succeeded in freeing her of water, got her
under way, and she proceeded to her destination.

October 22.—As the Amelia, a small cat-rigged yacht owned at Som-
ers Point, New Jersey, was running mto Great Egg Harbor Inlet, from
a fishing trip off-shore, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, she capsized in the
surf upon the bar and threw her crew of two men overboard. Fortu-
nately they managed to cling to her, as she lay on her broadside, until
another small yacht, the Palmer, Capt. Elijah Townsend, which was
coming in astern, ranged up alongside a few minutes afterwards and
rescued them. The crew of Station No. 29, Fourth District, a mile and
a half distant on the northerly side of the inlet, saw the occurrence and
at once put off in their surf-boat to render assistance. While they
were on the way, the Amelia had struck upon a shoal spot inside the
bar, where she righted and was then driven up on the beach, full of
water, just north of the inlet. The life-saving crew, assisted by the

¢ Amelix’s men, who had landed from the Palmer upon the latter’s arrival
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inside, made fast a line to the stranded yacht, and succeeded, after a
hard pully in getting her afloat, and then took her into the inlet, where
arrangements were made with another vessel to tow her up the bay to
Somers Point, for such repairs as were rendered necessary by the acei-
dent. While great praise is due to the crew of the Palmer for rescuing
the two men, the life saving crew deserve the credit of saving the ves-
.sel, for she would very soon have bilged and become a wreck had they
not floated her off as quickly as they did.

October 22.—Scarcely had the crew of Station No. 29, taken the
Amelia safely inside Great Egg Harbor Inlet, as above related, at about
half-past 5 in the evening, when another small vessel was observed
to anchor outside the bar, about two miles from shore, and hoist a signal
for assistance. The station crew, although quite exhausted by their
exertions in saving the Amelia, at once started out in the surf-boat with
the intention of boarding her. The wind and tide were strongly agaiust
them, and upon nearing the bar, after a hard pull, it was found that
the sea had increased to such an extent since afternoon as to make the
chaunnel impassable by the boat in the darkness then upon them, the
passage being one mass of high combing breakers, which it would be
madness for them to attempt encountering. They therefore reluctantly
abandoned further effort for the night, and returned on shore. The
next morning they were oftf by 5 o’clock, but the sea was still large, and
it was only after a trying struggle for two long hours that they suc-
ceeded in overcoming the dangers of the inlet bar and reached the
vessel, it being 7 o’clock when they drew up alongside. The craft
proved to be the George Anderson, also of Somers Point. She was in
good condition, but her crew ot three men, upon arriving off the bar
from a fishing cruise the evening before, had found the surf too danger-
ous for them to attempt its passage, and had therefore signaled for
assistance, with the intention of leaving her where she lay and going on
shore for the night. As the bar was still too rough for the yacht to
run in, the men took passage in the surf-boat and were conveyed safely
ashore, leaving their craft still at anchor. On the next day (October
24), in the afternoon, the life-saving crew again crossed the bar with
the Anderson’s men, in the hope that the state of the sea was such as
to permit them to bring the vessel in. The trip was a fruitless oue,
however, for although they managed to get on board, free her of water, -
and make everything suug, the bar was altogether too rough for them
to attempt its passage. All hands therefore returned on shore again.
On the 25th the sea was still very heavy, and nothing could be done;
but on the morning of the 26th, the surf having subsided considerably
during the night, the station boat was launched at half-past 7 and
the Anderson’s men again taken to her. This trip was attended with
good results, for with smoother water on the bar they got the yacht
under way, and then under the favoring influence of a fair wind she
was soon piloted safely into the inlet, the life-saving crew then return-
ing to their station, while the vessel proceeded up to Somers Point,
whither she was bound.

October 22.—On this date the crew of Station No. 8, Fifth District,
(Cedar Inlet, Virginia), rescued three men from a capsized boat, about
balf a mile distant from the land, under the following circumstances :
At 9 o’clock in the morning several small fishing boats from Locustville
and other points on the main land, came down to the inlet with the in-
tention of going out fishing. A fresh southerly wind was blowing, and
as the sea was quite rough on the bar the fishermen landed upon the
point of the beach for an iuterchange of views as to the chances of going |
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out and returning safely through the surf. Of the eight boats assem-
bled, but three took the risk and ventured out, the rest remaining inside.
It was a dangerous undertaking, and the keeper of the station upon
seeing the boats set out, instructed his men to be on the alert and keep
a sharp watch upon their movements. They passed out in good style,
and everything went well until 3 in the afternoon, at which hour
the boats were reported as returning shoreward, the sea then being
much worse than when they went out. The keeper at once ordered the
surf-boat down to the edge of the surf, and all hands from the station
stood by ready to launch in an instant, if necessary. The headmost
boat came in over the bar splendidly and was soon in smooth water.
The second boat, upon reaching the bar, a little later, was overtaken by
a heavy sea, which disabled her rudder, and immediately afterwards a
second one spun her around broadside to and upset her, throwing her
occupants, three men, into the water. The surf-boat was immediately
launched and the life-saving crew put oft with vigorous strokes, and after
a pull of half a mile reached the capsized boat and rescued the men, who -
were clinging to the bottom, and took them safely ashore. They then
turned to meet the third boat, anticipating a similar accident to her.
She came in, however, in goo& style and needed no assistance. The
station crew therefore returned and conducted the three men to the
station to dry their clothing and afford them an opportunity to recover
from the effects of their exposure, one of them being so chilled and «ex-
hausted as to require the administration of stimulants and careful nurs-
ing for a time before he was able to journey to his home across.the bay.
He had been washed off once, and in the struggle to regain the bottom
of the boat he lost some of his clothing and was in a state of semi-nudity
when rescued. His wants in that respect were supplied from the store
of clothing placed at the station for the use of shipwrecked people by
the Women’s National Relief Association. The good work rendered by
the crew of the station was supplemented by the recovery of the boat
and its restoration to its owner.

October 23.— At 1.30 p. M. the schooner Williamine, of Boston, bound
from Richmond, Maine, to Baltimore, with a cargo of ice, and having a
crew of eight meun, grounded on Handkerchiet Shoal, two and a half
miles from Mounomoy Point, Massachusetts, her captain being unac-
quainted with the locality. The crew of Station No.14, Second District
(Monomoy Island), went out to her, a distance of six miles from the
station, and assisted until evening, which was as long as the captain
desired their services, in throwing overboard cargo to enable her to float
at high water next morning. The life-saving crew would have remained
longer, but the captain had meanwhile contracted with a party of
wreckers to save the vessel, and as the further assistance of the station
men was unnecessary, it was declined with thanks. The schooner came
off a few hours later and proceeded on her voyage.

October 23.—The crew of Station No. 3, Third District (Watch Hill,
Rhode Island),discovered at daylight that the Watch Hill Reef can buoy
had broken adrift, and was drifting out to sea with wind and tide, being
then a mile away. The surf-boat was at once launched, and pulled after
the buoy, which was taken in tow, moored safely near the station, and
the collector of the port notified.

October 24.—At a quarter past 10 a5 night the schooner Helen R.
Law, of and from Gloucester, Massachu ietts, bound to the banks on a
fishing cruise, with eleven men on board, all told, while working to the
eastward against a fresh easterly breeze with thick rainy weather, got
caught close in among the rocky ledges off the southwesterly point of
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Little Cranberry Island, and was compelled to anchor to avoid striking
on them. Her crew had mistaken the light upon Baker’s Island for
that on Egg Rock. The place in which she anchored was about one-
fourth of a mile west by south of Station No. 4, First District (Little
Cranberry Island), two of the patrolmen discovering and reporting her
at their station soon after she came to. The life-saving crew launched
their boat, and upon boarding the vessel found her in such dangerous
contiguity to the rocks, which nearly surrounded her, that it was deemed
unsafe to attempt to move her in the misty darkness then prevailing.
It was therefore decided to wait until morning, the keeper first satisfy-
ing himself that the anchors would be likely to hold, and that she would
not take the bottomn at low water, and then placing one of his men, who
was a good pilot, in charge. At daylight they again went on board,
and after working her clear of the ledges she was piloted into Cran-
berry Island Harbor, where she could ride out the storm in safety.

October 24.—The schooner Laurel, of Ellsworth, Maine, bound from
Boston to Bangor, in ballast, with a crew of three men, while attempt-
ing to beat around White Head Island into Seal Harbor, Maine, for ref-
uge during a strong northeasterly gale, with rain, misstayed in going
about for an oft-shore tack, and, to save striking upon the rocks, was
compelled to anchor in an exposed and dangerous position. She came
to at 8 o’clock in the morning, about forty yards from the shore, and
distant three-quarters of mile from Station No. 5, First District, located
on the opposite side of the island. Fortunately, oneof the surfinen was
in the vicinity at the time the schooner anchored, and the captain hailed
him with arequest for assistance. The man dashed off at once to alarm
his comrades, and iu half an hour from the time she anchored, the life-
saving crew were alongside in their surf-boat. The schooner was in
imminent danger of dragging onto the rocks, and whatever was done
must be done quickly. At the captain’s request the keeper took charge,
and with his crew got the schooner under way, and skillfully worked
her clear ot all danger and ran her safely into Seal Harbor, where he
anchored her, and atter furling her sails, left her safe and snug. The
station crew certainly saved the vessel, for her situation was such that
she would soon have driven ashore, and, with the sea then running, her”
destruction would have been speedy and complete.

October 24.—At 11 o’clock in the forenoon Capt. R. B. Ross, of the
schooner Hattie LEarl, ot Racine, Wisconsiu, bound from Ludington to
Chicago with a cargo of cedar posts and shingles, reported at Station
No. 11, Eleventh District (Chicago, 1llinois), that his vessel had been
run into at 4 o’clock that morning by the schooner Green Bay, while
lying at anchor off-shore, about six miles northeast of the harbor, and
her stern so badly stove that she became water-logged, he and bis crew,
five in all, being taken oftf and brought to port by the tug-boat Little
Giant. Upon hearing the story the keeper at once oftered to go out to
the vessel with his ecrew and endeavor to save her, but the captain
thought the weather too rough for anything to be doue, the wind at the
time blowing fresh from the northeast with a heavy sei. The employ-
ment of a tug was then suggested, the keeper volunteering to go out
with the latter and render all the assistance in his powgr. Captain
Ross assented to this, remarking at the samne time that he feared the ves-
sel might roll over on her side as soon as she got broadside to the sea on
her way to port. This had no deterrent effect on the men, and they,
one and all, volunteered to go wherever the keeper should lead them.
Two tugs were therefore at once engaged, one of them, the Union,
taking the surf-boat with the life-saving crew in tow. Upon reaching
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the vessel she was found full of water, and the sea dashing over her
fore and aft. Watching their opportunity, three of the men sprang on
board, fully instructed what to do, while the rest in the surt-boat lay
close by ready to assist their comrades should the schooner capsize as
the captain feared. The task of hauling a tow-line on board and making
it fast to the foremast was a perilons undertaking, and still more so
that of unshackling and slipping the cable, the danger to life and limb
from the floating mass of' cedar logs which formed the deck-load being
exceedingly great. At last, after two hours of very difficult work, they
succeeded in slipping and buoying the chain, and the schooner was
taken in tow to the harbor, where she arrived without further mishap
the same afternoon, to the great relief of the captain, who was part
owner of the vessel. .

October 25.—As the Helen R. Law was being piloted into Cranberry
Island Harbor, as previously described, another vessel was discovered
apparently ashore several miles to the westward, in the vicinity of what
is known as The Nubble, the southernmost point of Mount Desert
Island, Great Cranberry Island intervening so that she could not be
seen fromn the station (No. 4, First District). The surf-boat was at once
manned by the life-saving crew, who reached the vessel after a hard
pull at about noon. It proved to be the schooner Good Intent, of and
from Lubec, for Boston, with a cargo of smoked herring and oil, and
having a crew of two men.. She had run on the rocks the nightpre-
vious at the east side of Bennett’s Cove, near Tremont, Mount Desert,
about tive miles due west-southwest from Little Cranberry Island. The
vessel was bilged and full of water, and her crew safely ashore. The
life-saving crew offered their services, but as a party of wreckers had
agreed to get the vessel off, the offer was thankfully declined. The
schooner was subsequently saved. Although the life-saving crew could
render no particular service on this occasion, they are justly entitled to
the credit of having made a long and toilsome journey with their boat,
in tempestuous weather, for the purpose of saving life and property if
necessary.

October 26.—During the forenoon a fishing-smack, while working up
to the anchorage in Quoddy Bay, coast of Maine, encountered a heavy
squall, during which her yawl went adrift. They were unable to pick
the boat up while the storm lasted, and it was therefore abandoned.
The yawl would no doubt have drifted to sea before the gale had it not
been sighted by the crew of Station No. 1, First District (Carrying Point
Cove, West Quoddy Head), who quickly put off and brought the boat
ashore, and subsequently restored it to its owners.

October 26.—The schooner Banuer, of Ellsworth, Maine, with a crew
of two men, bound from Gouldsborough to Cranberry Isles, in ballast,
while riding at anchor during a northwesterly gale, parted one ot her
cables and dragged ashore on the west side of Little Cranberry Island.
The accident occurred at about 3 in the afternoon, and the crew of
Station No. 4, First District, upon discovering it, proceeded to the place
as quickly as possible in their surf-boat. The schooner was found high
and dry upon the beach and her erew safely ashore.  As nothing effect-
ive could be done at that time on account of the lowness of the tide,
it was resolved to defer operations until high water. Accordingly at
11 o’clock that night the life-saving crew again proceeded to the vessel,
but the sea was so extremely rough, the spray flying half-mast high,
that it was then seen that any attempt to move her before the subsid-
ence of the storm would be useless. The weather remained bad until
the morning of the 29th. On that day, the sea having gone down, they



116 UNITED STATES LIFE-8AVING SERVICE.

turned to and dug away the sand outside of her, thus forming a chan-
nel, and then, after planting anchors off-shore and rigging purchases
thereto, they succeeded in heaving the schooner afloat in good condition.
This done, the life-saving crew swept for and recovered the lost anchor,
and afterwards piloted her into Cranberry Island Harbor, to the great
reliet of the captain, who was also part owner of the vessel.

October 26.—A+t half-past 8 in the morning, as the crew of Station
No. 5, First District (White Head Island, coast of Maine), vere out
watching a fleet of coasting vessels beating up past the island into Seal
Harbor for refuge during a fresh northwesterly gale, the schooner
Marecellus, in trying to avoid the schooner Lyra, which was but half a
length astern of her, on the same tack, struck upon Hay Island Ledge,
about half a mile northeast of the light-house upon White Head Island.
In an instant the Lyra went crashing into the stern of the Marcellus,
carrying away the latter’s yawland the davits to which it hung, as well
as the stern rail. The Lyra’s bow was badly stove by the collision, her
water-ways forward were started and her port anchor went overboard,
taking the cat-head with it. The life-saving crew at once hurried to
the spot in their boat, reaching the Lyra fifteen minutes after the col-
lision. It appears both schooners were lumber-laden and bouud to
Boston, the Lyra, which hailed from Deer Isle, having loaded at Bangor,
while the Marcellus was from Ellsworth, where she belonged. The
Mavrcellus carried a crew of four men, and the Lyra.a larger vessel,
had five. As soon as the life-saving crew arrived the Lyra’s anchor
was tripped and the schooner allowed to drop astern, and then, after
bringing ber to under the lee of Seal Island, with her starboard anchor,
the port one was hove up and secured, the sails were furled and she
was pumped out and made as snug as possible for riding out the gale.
Attention was then given to the Marcellus, which vessel they reached
about 11 o’clock. It was found she had swung clear of the rocks on
the flood tide and anchored, although not entirely out of danger. The
captain was very glad of their coming, and expressed anxiety to get the
vessel into the harbor. Before anything could be done, however, and
while they were preparing to shift her berth, the chain by which she
rode parted and the anchor was lost, all she had left being a kedge,
which was not sufficient to hold her. It appeared she had lost the
other bower a few weeks previous. They hoisted sail as quickly as pos-

- sible and then worked her up into Seal Harbor, where, as she had no
ground tackle to depend upon, she was rounded toin a handsome man-
ner and secured to the mooring-buoy belonging to the Spruce Head
Granite Works under the sheltering lee of Spruce Head Island, in a
perfectly safe berth. After furling sails the life-saving crew assisted
the captain in obtaining materials for repairing his yawl, damaged by
the Lyra, and aided him in other ways to place the schooner in sea-
worthy condition again. The captain of the Marcellus, in submitting
a statement of the accident to the collector of customs at his home port,
as required by law, closed his report as fullows: *The crew of White
Head Station boarded us and did noble work and got us off without
damage.”

October 26.—The crew of Station No. 4, Third District (Block Island,
Rhode Island), hearing that the top-sail of the schooner Mystery, then
lying in the harbor, was adrift from the gaskets and liable to be blown
away, went on board, in the absence of the schooner’s men, and secured
the sail. A little later they rendered the same service to the schooner
Laura E. Gamage.

October 27.—At daylight the patrol from Station No. 1, First District

il
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(Carrying Point Cove, West Quoddy Head, Maine), discovered a schooner
at anchor in dangerous proximity to Black Rock, Quoddy Bay. A
heavy westerly gale was then blowing, and the situation of the schooner
was at once reported at the station. The schooner proved to be the
Idlewild, of Lubec, whither she was bound from New York with an a8-
sorted cargo. Her crew numbered four men. They had split their
sails during the night and lost an anchor, and had been compelled to
come to in their present position with their only remaining anchor to
avoid going onto the rocks, which were close under their lee. The life-
saving crew went-to work and assisted in repairing the sails so as to
set them reefed, with a view of working the vessel to a place of safety.
This done the windlass was manned to get the schooner under way.
Before they could heave short, however, the chain parted and the sec-
ond anchor was lost. The schooner was quickly tilled away, just in
time to clear the rocks, and’ beat up into the bay, the gale being still
very heavy and the sea high. As the schooner was now without hold-
ing gear of any kind they worked close up to the schooner A. L. Mitchell,
Iying in the bay in comparatively smooth water with both anchors
down, and hailed her with a request for a hawser to make fast to until
the tide would permit them to enter LLubec Harbor. The captain of the
Mitchell responded by paying a hawser over the stern, which was quickly
picked up by the life-saving crew, and the Idlewild was thus enabled
to lie astern of the former vessel until the tide turned, when they cast
off, and the schooner was piloted up to Lubec and snugly moored to
the wharf without damage to hull or cargo, the keeper and his men
then returning across the bay to their station several miles distant.
This vessel, when boarded, was in an extremely critical position, and it
was undoubtedly due to the exertions of the life saving crew that she
was saved.

October 27.—On this date, at 2 in the afternoon, during the prevalence
of the samge storm which nearly wrecked the Banner, as before men-
tioned, the schooner Schuyler Colfax dragged her anchors and drove
ashore high and dry on the west side of Great Gotts Island, seven or eight
miles west-southwest of the station on Little Cranberry Island (No. 4,
First District). She was entirely hidden from view at the station, and
the life-saving crew knew nothing of the disaster until the following
day at 10 o’clock, when a passing vessel hailed the station and notified
the crew of its occurrence. It will be remmembered the men had been
out a portion of the night previous in attendauce upon the schooner
Banper, besides each in turn taking his tour of duty en patrol. The
weather was yet too rough for anything to be done for the relief of the
Banner, and the keeper therefore decided to proceed at once to Gotts
Island and ascertain the nature of the disaster,and,if possible,render as-
sistance. It wasa longand hard pull against an adverse gale and head
sea, and the vessel was not reached until afternoon. They learned that
the schooner was fromn Gloucester, Massachusetts, with a crew of eleven
men, bound to the George’s Banks, fishing. The keeper’s offer of assist-
ance was thankfully declined by the captain. Being high and dry and
badly sanded, the only way to save her was by digging her out, and for
that purpose a party of wreckers, possessed of the requisite appliances,
had been engaged, The life-saving crew therefore returned to Cran-
berry Island the same afternoon. This case was in some respects simi-
lar to that of the Good Intent, stranded near Tremont, Mount Desert,
a day or two previous. The station crew had a longer and more ex-
hausting pull to the Colfax, but nothing in the way of assistance could
be rendered by them in either case, the facts being recorded simply to
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-show the great distances frequently required to be traversed by the
-crews in certain localities where it sometimes happens that no other aid
is at hand.

October 27.—One of the patrolmen of Station No. 6, Second District
(Race Point, Massachusetts), saw a schooner standing into danger and
warned her off by firing his red Coston light. )

October 27.—The crew of Station No. 11, Eleventh District (Chicago,
1llinois), were called upon to grapple for an anchor and chain belonging
to the Government, lost near the new breakwater outside the harbor.
After sweeping the bottom for about an hour the anchor was found and
recovered by them.

October 29.—One of the patrolmen of Station No. 1, Second District
(Plum Tsland, Massachusetts), found a fishing dory at 11 o’clock at
night pitching about in the surf, which he hauled out. The boat was
subsequently identified by its owner.

October 30.—The schooner Proctor Brothers, of Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, laden with fish for Cranberry Isles, while running for the har-
bor during the prevalence of a thick rain-storm before daylight in the
morning, miscalculated her position and went ashore on the bar between
Baket’s and Little Cranberry Islands, at a point aboat half a mile south-
southeast of Station No. 4, First District, on the last-named island.
The schooner was discovered by the two patrolmen on duty, who hur-
ried to the station with the alarm, the life-saving crew reaching her in
their boat at quarter-past 4, or balf an hour after she struck. She
grounded at high water at a place where the ebb-tide would leave her
dry. As usual with fishing vessels, she had a large crew, numbering
twelve men, all told. There did not appear to be any immediate dan-
ger of the vessel bilging or breaking up, as the sea was comparatively
smooth, so it was arranged that all hands except the captain should re-
main on board, while the latter accompanied the life-saving crew ashore
to obtain proper gear for hauling the vessel off. The personal effects of
‘the crew were taken ashore at the same time and stored at the station,
a8 a precautionary measure in case it should be found necessary later
on to abandon the vessel. Atlow water the cargo was landed and her
anchor carried out, with the assistance of the life-saving crew, and then,
with everything in readiness, at the next high water the schooner was
hauled off without damage and piloted clear of the dangerous ledges
surrounding her and into the harbor, the life-saving crew returning to
their station at about 5 in the evening.

October 30.—Bhortly before 8 o’clock in the evening, during the prev-
alence of a thick fog, the seuth patrolman from Station No. 7, Second
District (Peaked Hill Bar, Cape Cod, Massachusetts), sighted a bark
running along the coast, inside the bar, and in imminentdanger of strik-
ing. She was so close to the beach that his warning signal was instantly
seen and the vessel hauled off into deeper water, happily without ground-
ing on the bar.

October 30.—At 5 o’clock in the morning the British iron bark, Lam-
merlaw, of Liverpool, England, bound fromn Newcastle, Australia, to
Portland, O1egon, with a cargo of 1,125 tons of coal, mistaking the
Shoalwater Bay light for that at Cape Hancock, struck on the south end
of the north breakers, north of the entrance to Shoalwater Bay, Wash-
ington Territory, about seven miles from shore. There was a very heavy
sea at the time: of the disaster, and the atmosphere was obscured by
‘requent squalls. Two hours later, at 7 o’clock, Mr. Albert T. Stream,
the keeper of Life-boat Station No. 2, Twelfth District (Shoalwater
Bay), went out on the hill near the station to take a survey of the bar
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with the glass, but could see nothing, as a big squall from the south-
west was then sweeping across the horizon. At half-past 8, going
over to the Shoalwater Bay light-house near by, he met Mr. Sidney
Smith, the light-keeper, who told him that he had caught sight of a
vessel in the breakers. Keeper Stream at once determined to go out,
it possible, to the rescue. His initial difficulty was to procure a crew,
as the station at this lonely point is quite isolated, there not being more
than four or five white men within a radius of ten miles. The main re-
liance was upon an Indian village about two miles from the station, and
thither, at the request of Keeper Stream, the light-keeper hurried to
endeavor to muster a crew. In this endeavor he failed, only three of
the, Indians being willing to face the high wind and raging sea, and he
kept on to South Bend Mills, about fifteen miles distant, where he.got
the tug South Bend to come down with some men. They arrived at the
station at about 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Meanwhile, Keeper Stream,
with the aid of Assistant Light-keeper Tilben and several ladies belong-
ing to the mission, had launched the surf-boat and got ready for the
enterprise. Seven men had been brought down by the tug, and they
took their places at the oars. The start was then made, the surf-boat
being in tow of the tug.

For about three miles of the stormy journey the tug continued to
tow the boat, but darkness tell and the surf ran very heavily, and the
captain, in view of the increasing danger made by the wild night and
sea, refused to tow the surf-boat further. The staunch and steadfast
spirit which Keeper Stream showed all through this adventure now
came out in the request to the captain of the tug to stand by him until
morning. This solicitation, however, was negatived. The captain of
a San Francisco schooner was on board the tug, and four of his sailors
formed part of the volunteer crew of the surf-boat. The keeper failing
to get the tug to remain through the night, now tried, with the consent
of these men, to indu¢e their captain to allow them to stav with him,
but he would not consent, and the men were reluctantly obliged to go on
board the tug, which put back to South Bend, leaving the brave keeper
no course (since to remain or to go on was now impossible) but to pull
back to the station in the dark against the tide, with only three men
left to help him, one of them, named Field, having previously served at
Station No. 3.(Cape Disappointment).

The station was reached by half-past 8. After sending the three
men with him to bed, with the waming to be ready for action in the.
morning, the keeper started out and burued some Coston signals to the
distant wreck, to let those on board know that help was coming. There.
were fifteen men, including the captain, on board the stranded vessel.
They saw the keeper’s lights, and after a little while he bebeld the dark
horizon flare for a few moments with their answer. Then he set out
through the darkness for the Indian village, and roused the three men,
Light-bouse George, Light-house Charley, and Indian Bob, who had been
willing to go out in the boat the day before. They were of the same
mind still, and accompanied him back to the station.

The tug had promised to return by daybreak,-but did not reach the
station until balf-past 10 in the forenoon. The keeper, however, did
not wait for her. Before dawn he assembled his crew of six men, and
after getting something to eat, they manned the surt-boat and started.
It was then 3 o’clock in the morning. They pulled down the bay against
the tide for six miles; then, as the sea grew rougher, they were com-
pelled to anchor and wait for daylight.

When the day broke it disclosed the vessel only a mile away. She

| .
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lay with her hull well buried in the turbulent floods, and the surf
every moment flying in great sheets over her. The black figures of her
men were all seen aft, some upon the top of the cabin, some up in the
mizzen rigging. All around this lamentable sight the sea ran and burst
terribly. The time had come for the surf-boat to make her perilous ad-
vance to the rescue, but at the spectacle of the stretch of raging water
which daybreak had revealed, two of the Indians in the boat quailed,
and refused to row, declaring that it would be impossible to get nearer
the wreck. The third Indian, Light-house George, bebaved nobly and
stood by his oar. But the others were inflexible in their dismay, and
the baffled keeper, unable to go on without their aid, was obliged to
wait until the tug came.

This was not until noon. , Assoon asthe tug came snorting into view
the keeper rowed up to her and changed his two Indians and two others
of his men for four of the men she had on board. The start was then
made for the wreck, the danger and the difficulty increasing at every
boat’s length. The whole region is one of extensive shoals, and con-
sequently of broken water when any swell or sea is on. In the tem-
pestuous weather of the last two days, the great field of shallow waters
literally raged, and the wreck stuck out aslant, the center of an abattis
of flying chutes and cataracts. There was positively no lee for the
boat’s approach ; the breakers ran and volleyed around the hull on
every side. Amidst this turmoil the boat inched up to the wreck,
the men keeping a terrible grip upon the oars and straining for their
hold agaiunst the sea. Once the boat half filled and was quickly bailed,
and an oar snapped in twain, but finally, by hazardous maneuvers, eight
of the men upon the wreck were taken off, two of them being hauled
through the surf by a line. One of the eight was the captain, who was
disabled, having been knocked down by the wheel when the vessel first
struck. Another tuf, the General Garfield, had made its appearance
upon the scene, and lay at the edge of the breakers, three-quarters of a
mile away ; and the keeper finding it impossible in such a sea to at-
tempt to get more into a boat so heavily laden, made for this tug, and
put the eight men saved on board of her. He then returned to the wreck
and entered upon another struggle for the remainder. The boat was
twice half filled in this encounter, another oar was broken, and the
keeper was once thrown down and his right arm hurt, but one by one
the seven men on board were rescued, and by 3 o’clock in the afternoon
the gallant keeper and his men rowed out of the array of breakers to
the tug South Bend, upon whieh he placed his pleiad of saved. The
tug then took the surf-boat in tow and foamed back to the station.

Thus ended this fine rescue, which might have been accomplished
twenty-four hours earlier if Keeper Stream could have promptly got
together a crew. Without the intervention of the keeper the long and
miserable vigil of the unfortunate crew of the Lammerlaw, held above
their surf-buried hull, would have had a tragic ending. They had no
means of escape from their perilous situation. A life-boat which the
vessel had on board was smashed to pieces before it could be got from
the deck, in an effort to Jaunch when the bark first stranded. After
this disaster there was no moment which the men upon the wreck did
not feel might be their last. Even when the surf-boat came upon the
scene and entered upon its hazardous and daring maneuvers for their
deliverance, the moments were still franght with peril—peril, indeed,
graver and more imminent, since the issues are those of immediate life
or death in the hour when the surf-boat engages in its combat with the
sea.
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The Lammerlaw, as previously stated, was a British vessel, and the
British Government showed its appreciation of Keeper Stream’s con-
stancy, courage, and ability by awarding him a medal in commemoration
of his conduct of the rescue.

October 31.—Keeper Stream’s labors did not end with the rescue ot
the crew of the Lammerlaw. During the return he saw from the surf-
boat a bark lying at anchor with her sails clewed up, south by west of
the station, about fifteen miles away. He watched her through the
glass until sundown, when a fog came rolling in and shut her from
view. It did not seem probable that the vessel was aground, but at 6
o’clock Mr. Sidney Smith, the light-keeper, came over and told Keeper
Stream that he thought she was in the breakers. After consultation,
the light-keeper generously volunteered to relieve his exhausted con-
Jrére by going again to South Bend Mills for men, and, the wind having
gone down, he started in a dingey. At3 o’clock in the morning (Novem-
ber 1) he returned with the tug General Garfield and a crew of men,
bringing the news that the tug South Bend was also coming with an-
other crew. As it was not known, and could not be, in the continuance
of the fog, whether the bark, in the event of her being in the breakers,
was ou the beach or on an outer spit known in that region as the Nine-
foot Patch, it was decided to go out to her with the wreck-gun and
apparatus, as well as the surf-boat, the intention being to use either as
occasion might demand. The ordnance and its appurtenances were
therefore put on board the General Garfield, and as the South Bend
did not arrive, the first-named tug started at 6 o’clock with the surf-
boat in tow. The vessel was found at ten miles’ distance, stranded
about two hundred and fifty yards from shore, head to the surf, on the
beach of Ledbetter Point, and proved to be the British bark G. Brough-
ton, of Liverpool, bound from Brisbane, Australia, to Portland, Oregon,
ballasted with coal, and having on board a crew of eighteen men. She
had mistaken in the fog the entrance to Shoalwater Bay for the entrance
to Columbia River, the shape of the land not being discernible, and at
4 o’clock in the afternoon had let go her anchor in eight fathoms of
water. Before long, however, as there was a strong flood-tide and a
heavy surf running, her cable parted, and about dark she had drifted
onto the beach.

The keeper landed near a settlement called Oysterville, where he pro-
cured a team to haul the gun and apparatus. These had to be carried
by the men through half a mile of quicksand until firm ground was
reached, where the team could get to them. A little after sunrise the
life-saving party arrived upon the beach with their load, abreast of the
bark. Her mizzen-mast was gone, but she showed no signal of distress,
and it was evident that those on board were in no immediate danger.
The keeper, therefore, concluded to wait until low water, as the tide
was then ebbing fast. The ebb before long left the vessel with not more
than a foot of water under her stern, and the captain waded ashore. He
declined help, as there was no immediate peril to his crew. The bark,
ten feet deep in the sand, and leaking badly, was manifestly lost, with
only a prospect of saving her rigging. In view of the discovered sitna-
tion of affairs, the toil and travel of the keeper and his men were fruit-
less, and they returned to the station, on November 2, with the boat and
apparatus, after a season of activity which had lasted thirty-two hours.

October 31.—At midnight of the 30th the three-masted schooner Katie
Collins, of Philadelphia, bound from Jacksonville, Florida, to Perth Am-
boy, New Jersey, with a cargo of lamber, went ashore during a strong
southeasterly gale, with thick, stormy weather,on Assawaman Beach, at
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a point abont half a mile south of the inlet of that name, and ten miles
southwest by west of Station No. 7, Fifth District (Assateague Beach,
Virginia). She was discovered through a rift in the fog by one of the
station men at a quarter before 11 in the morning, and fifteen minutes
later the life-saving crew set out in the surf-boat with the intention of
boarding her. The sea was 8o rough that the journey would have been
made by land but for the fact that three inlets intervened. The wind
and sea were right in their teeth and steadily increasing, so that by
the time they were half way to the vessel it was only by tremendous
effort that they could keep the boat head to. The long pull was begin-
ning to tell on them, and with the slow progress made it was evident
the vessel would not be reached before night-fall ; in fact it was a ques-
tion whether they could reach her at all. The boat was therefore put
about and headed back to the station, where they arrived late in the
afternoon, after many hairbreadth escapes from swamping. The state
of affairs was at once reported to the district inspector, Lieutenant
McConnell, who was at Chincoteague, a few miles distant, with the
revenue sloop Report. That officer immediately sent word to the keeper
to meet him with the surf-boat at Chincoteague Inlet before daylight
next morning for an early start down through the inside passages.
Accordingly, at half-past 5 on the morning of November 1, the Report
proceeded with the surf-boat in tow, the life-saving crew having left
their station to meet that vessel at 3 o'clock. The sloop towed the
boat as near to the stranded vessel as possible, the life-saving crew still
having to pull some miles through narrow and tortuous channels after
casting off before getting abreast the vessel to a point where they could
land on the inner beach and haul the boat across the island to the surf,
the men being assisted in taking the boat over by a party of some fitteen
volunteers from the main-land, who had been attracted thither upon dis-
covering the vessel ashore. The party reached the beach at a quarter past
3 in the afternoon, and at once putoff to the schooner, thelife-saving crew
being accompanied by Lieutenant McCounnell and oue of the crew of the
Report. The schooner lay in the breakers nearly a quarter of a mile from
the shore. She had eight people on board, including the captain’s wife,
all but two—the mate and one of the seamen—being down with fever,
the captain’s wife being so ill that it was deemed unsafe to move her
that day. As the vessel was lying easy, and there did not appear to
be any immediate danger, the life-saving crew, at the captain’s request,
decided to remain on board all night. The surf-boat was accordingly
hoisted on deck, clear of the surf, and the men told off into watches to
keep the pumps going through the night. At 10 the next morning(No-
vember 2) the surf-boat was lowered and all hands safely landed, the
captain, his wife, and two men being taken on board the revenue-cut-
ter, which was lying at the anchorage where Lieutenant McConnell had
left her the previous day, and conveyed to Chincoteague for medical
treatment, the party arriving at that place at 7 in the evening. The
life-saving crew returned at the same time to their station, being towed
back to the place whence they started at the inlet by the Report. They
were all quite exhausted by the arduous labor and exposure to which
they had been subjected since the schooner was discovered from the sta-
tion, about fifty-six hours previous. As soon as the Report arrived at
Chincoteague the captain of the schooner telegraphed to Norfolk for the
services of a wrecking company, who responded with all the haste pos-
_ sible, arriving the following day. The schooner was subsequently

floated off without damage and with no other loss than that of her deck-
load, which they were compelled to jettison to lighten her. The con-

T,
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duct of the life-saving crew upon this occasion was highly commended
by the inspector.

November 1.—Information having reached the crew of Station No. 3,
First District (Crumple Island, Muine), that a dismasted vessel had been
sighted about five miles down the coast, the life-saving crew went at
once in quest of her in their boat for the purpose of assisting her into
port. After making diligent search for some hours, or until nightfall,
they were compelled to return to the station unsuccessful, it being evi-
dent that she must have received assistance from some other source
and reached a harbor in safety.

November 1.—At 3 o’clock in the morning one of the patrolmen from
Station No. 3, Second District (Scituate, Massachusetts), discovered a
vessel in danger of running ashore, being very close to the beach. He
instantly burned a Coston signal, and the vessel thus warned at once
tacked and stood off.

November 2.—The British brig Zetland, of Liverpool, Nova Scotia,
bound from Turk’s Island to Philadelphia, with a cargo of salt and a
crew of nine men, encountered thick, drizzlysweather, lost her reckon-
ing, and at half-past 4 o’clock in the morning stranded three hundred
and fifty yards from shore and two miles southwest of Station No. 30,
Fourth District, New Jersey. Fifteen minutes later she was discovered
by the patrolman, who hastened back to the station and gave the alarm.
The keeper procured a team and had the surf-boat conveyed to a point
nearly abreast of the wreck, at which he arrived at 6 A. M., finding the
keeper of the next station (No. 31) already on the ground. This keeper
accompanied the crew of No. 30 to the schooner through a rough surf,
and they took ashore seven of the brig’s crew. In the mean time the
boat belonging to No. 31 had arrived and the keeper of that station re-
turned with her to the brig and brought ashore the two men of the crew
who remained on board and the crew’s baggage. The eaptain of the Zet-
land had died on the 30th of October, and had been buried at sea.
Yessel aud cargo were a total loss.

November 2.—At 7.30 A. M. the schooner-barge James F. Joy, of Erie,
Pennsylvania, bound from Bay City, Michigan, to Tonawanda, New
“York, lumber laden, with a crew of seven persons, one of whom, the
cook, was a woman, while attempting to make Niagara River, in tow of
the steamer Empire, during a dense fog, missed the channel and stranded
on Lime Kiln Shoals at the head of the river on the Canada side. About
an hour later the fog lifted, and the logkout at Life-Loat Station No. 3,
Ninth District (Buftalo, Lake Erie), discovered both vessels ashore. The
keeper inmediately mauned and launched the surf-boat and pulled two
and a half miles tQ the scene. The weather was fine and the water
smooth, and no assistance being needed at the time, the life-saving crew
returned to the staticn at 9.30 A. M. At 6 p. M. a messenger arrived
at the station who reported that the James F. Joy was leaking badly
and needed assistance. The surf boat was imumediately manned and
pulled off to her assistance. On arriving the surfmen relieved her crew
at the pumps. At midnight the wind freshened and blew a westerly
gale. The rising water floated off the barge and the life-saving crew
then ran out her anchor and gave it the length of the chain. The ves-
sel dragged down the river and past the water-works crib, bringing up
to her anchor about five hundred yards above the international bridge.
At the request of the captain the keeper went ashore and telephoned
to Buffalo for a tug to take her up the river. At daylight the tug ar-
rived. The life-saving crew then hove up her anchor, and after seeing
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lh;er s3afely through the drawbridge returned to thestation at 9.10, Novem-
er 3.
The master of the James F. Joy gave the station crew the following
testimonial :
¢ BUFFALO, November 2, 1881.

“ This is to certify that Capt. Thos. Williams and his crew came on
board of the schooner James F. Joy, of Erie, Pennsylvania, on the night
of the 2d day of November, 1881, and rendered us assistance to pump
ship all night, also in saving the vessel from going against the bridge
and water-works pier, which would have materially damaged the vessel
and caused loss of life, and also procured assistance by going after a
tug, and saw us safe through the bridge on our way to Tonawanda,
where we arrived all right in tow of the tug Maud S. I am well satis-
fied with the work that the life-saving crew has performed for me on
the night above mentioned, and would recommend them as a verily good
crew of men.

“ WyM. CHRISTIE, Master.”

The steamner Empire, which had stranded, as already stated, while
towing the schooner, was visited at the same time by the life-saving
crew, but could only be got off by tugs, which were procured, and the
vessel released by their aid.

November 2.—A row-boat, having on board two men and a young girl
of fourteen, which was going down tlie Manistee River towards the har-
bor, capsized when about a hundred feet abreast of Station No. 5,
Eleventh District, Lake Michigan. One of the men swam to the dock
and was helped ont by the life-saving crew. The remaining man en-
deavored to swim ashore with the girl, who was his daughter, on his
back, but she, being frightened, began to struggle violently, and dragged
him under. The danger of the two being drowned was so imminent
that there was no time for launching the boat, and the keeper, pulling
off his outer clothing, swam out, caught the father and daughter as
they were sinking for the third time, and succeeded in bringing them
in to the dock, where they were helped up by the rest of the crew.
They were Swedes, and as, not speaking English, they could not make
themselves understood by the keeper, e took them to the home of a
Swedish family near by, where they were cared for.

November 3.—On the day following the return of the crew of Station
No. 7, Fifth District &Assa-teague Beach, Virginia), from the schooner
Katie Collins, one of the patrolmen reported, at half-past 10 in the
morning, another vessel apparently ashore several miles to the south-
ward, in the vicinity of the Collins. The crew mustered at once, and
the beach apparatus was placed in the boat and a start made with the
intention of going to the vessel’s assistance. The gale had subsided
somewhat and the men experienced less difficulty in getting oft than
when they went over the same ground a day or two previous, although
the sea was yet quite rough. After pulling some miles along the coast
it became apparent that the supposed wreck was a steamer belonging
to the wrecking company, which had come from Norfolk in response to
the call for assistance from the captain of the Katie Collins, as before
related. The men kept on some distance further, until thoroughly sat-
isfied of the correctness of their conjectures, and then put about and
returned to their station, where they arrived late in the afternoon, after
a long pull; which was all the more exhausting fromn the fact that they
had not yet recovered from the effects of their labors on the three pre-
vious days.
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November 4.—The mid-watch patrols from Station No. 11, Third Dis-
trict (Easthampton, Long Island, Néw York), reported at an early honr
the discovery of a steamer some miles off-shore, apparently at anchor,
showing signals of distress. The surf was very rough, and the keeper
deemed it imprudent to go off nntil daylight, a close watch being kept
on the vessel in the mean time. When it was light enough, the surf-boat
was launched and the life-saving crew went out, the vessel lying about
four miles from the beach. She was the steam-collier Lancaster, of Phil-
adelphia, bound home from Boston, in ballast, the vessel having been
disabled the night before by the breaking of her shaft. The captain re-
quested the keeper to telegraph to the owners at Philadelphia to send a
steawer to tow him to port, declining, with thanks, any further assist-
ance from the life-saving crew. The dispatch was forwarded as quickly
as possible, and in response thereto the desired aid was sent, the Lancas-
ter reaching port in due season without further mishap.

November 4.—At half-past 10 o’clock in the morning the crew of Sta-
tion No. 1, Fourth District (Sandy Hook, New Jersey), put off in their
surf-boat, in the midst of a furious westerly gale, to the assistance of
the dismasted sloop Ocean Star, of Somers Point, New Jersey, anchored
off the coast two or three miles south of the station. Tbey reached
the sloop by great effort, but before anything could be done by the life-
saving crew a steam-tug arrived alongside and her offer to tow the ves-
sel to New York was accepted by the captain. The return trip was
even more arduous than that to the vessel, the boat narrowly escaping
being blown out to sea, and the men being utterly exhausted by the
time they arrived at the station.

November 4—The steamer, John McDonnell, of Philadelphia, bound
from Nansemond River, Virginia, to the former place, with a cargo of
railroad ties and a crew of six men, encountered bad weather and sprung
a leak. In this condition she stranded, in a storm and gale at midnight,
on Carter’s Bar. She was discovered about four miles distant by the
patrolman of Station No. 10, Fifth District, (Cobb’s Island, Virginia,)
at about 6 o’clock in the morning, who at once reported her. She had
. filled immediately after striking, and her lights were put out and her
cabin so tlooded that her crew were unable to make any light to attract
the notice of the patrol. When the life-saving crew reached her the sea
was breaking heavily over her, only the top of her house being out of
water, and on it the crew were huddled together, worn out with cold and
exhaustion. They were taken on board the surf-boat and conveyed to
the station, where they arrived at 9 A, 3., and were furnished with dry
clothing and a comfortable breakfast. At 11 A. M. the life-saving crew
returned to the wreck and found the crew of Station No. 11 (Smith’s
Island) on board. The two crews united in fishing from the cabin such
papers and articles of clothing as could be reached. Her sailors were
sheltered and succored at the station three days. The vessel and cargo
were a total loss,

November 4.--The schooner Westside, of Oswego, bound from Cleve-
land to Chicago, with a cargo of coal and a crew of seven persons,
missed stays in attempting to make a harbor at Sand Beach, Michigan,
and stranded on a reef just outside the harbor. The disaster occurred
abouf 8 o’clock in the evening, during a northwest storm with snow,
and the life-saving crew of Station No. 1, Tenth District (Lake Huron),
at once manned the life-boat and went out to her relief through a heavy
sea in company with the tug Kate Williams, rendering considerable as-
sistance in running lines and getting her into the harbor, then assisted

\
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to heave up ber anchor and get her under way, and returned to the sta-
tion.

November 5.—At half-past 7 in the evening, a large three-masted
schooner was seen standing towards the beach at Hog Island, Virginia,
and would have stranded without doubt a few moments later but for
the promptness of the south patrol from Station No. 9, Fifth District,
who quickly made signal with his Coston light, and thus warned the
people on board of their danger; the schooner’s helm being put hard
down, she swung head oft shore, just in time to clear the bar.

November 6.—The schooner Hickman, of Barnstable, Massachusetts,
bound from Bangor, Maiue, to Islip, New York, with a crew of five men,
encountered a gale of wind when two miles south of Station No. 25,
Third District, Long Island, in which she split her foresail, parted the
main-peak halyards, and ran down before the wind to a point nearly
abreast the station, where she anchored about half & mile out, at 3 o’clock
in the afternoon. The next morning she set a signal of distress, and the
life-saving crew at once manned the boat and went out to her. They
found that the injury her foresail had received bad rendered her unman-
ageable, and, boarding her, they spent two hours of hard work in reev-
ing new halyards and repairing the foresail.

November 6.—At 2 o’clock in the afternoon, the crew of the station
at Cape Henlopen, Delaware (No. 1, Fifth District), launched their boat
and pulled half a mile from shore and recovered a vessel’s mast, sup-
posed to have belonged to a schooner wrecked a few days previous on
the Joe Flogger Shoal, Delaware Bay.

November 6.—The schooner barge Jupiter, of Port Huron, Michigan,
bound from Bay City to Tonawanda, New York, with a crew of six men
and a cargo of lumber, and in tow of the sted un barge Mills, became
water-logged and unmanageable during a gale in the night of November
5, and parted her tow-line. She dropped anchor off Presque Isle, Lake
Erie, about three miles northeast of Station No. 6, Ninth District, Erie.
At daybreak, she was sighted by the life-saving crew, who mmmul the
surf-boat and went out to her assistance. She was found to be in a bad
condition. The captain requested the life-saving ¢rew to return to town
and procure a tug to tow the Jupiter into port, which they did. They
then returned to the barge, assisted in running lines, heaving up anchor,
and getting her into port.

November 6.—At half past 4 in the afternoon the lookout at Smtlou
No. 8, Tenth District (Forty-Mile Point, Hammond’s Bay, Lake Huron),
dwcovcred a small boat, a mere speck upon the water, “about six miles
distant, to the north of the station, dvifting out into the lake, apparently
unmmmgemb]v Two of the life-saving crew at once put off in a sail-
boat to the rescue, the wind at the time blowing hard enough from the
southeast to compel them to double reet their sails before starting. The
boat was reached at about dusk, some miles out from theland, with a
man and a boy in it, both of them wet to the skin and nearly perished
with the cold, their boat being balf full of water. Tbhey were at once
transferred to the rescuing boat, and their own frail craft, which was
little more than a skiff, taken in tow to the station, where the two sut-’
ferers received every care and attention until completely recovered and
able to return home. - Darkness overtaking them without succor would
have been fatal, for they could never have survived the night in the
condition xhey were in when found.

November 7.—At 3 o’clock in the afternoon the new steamer Baton
Rouge, of Saint Louis, bound without eargo from Jeffersonville to her
hailing port, and having on board a crew of twenty-tive persons, while

Al
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descending the Falls of the Ohio in charge of a pilot, stranded on the
left-hand reef of the falls in consequence of a change in the current.
The keeper of station No. 10, Ninth District (Louisville, Kentucky), im-
mediately launched the life-boat and went with his crew to the rescue.
They ran a hawser from the vessel to the Government mooring-buoy,
landed the pilot and two others, laid an anchor and hawser for the
steamer and assisted her crew to get a strain upon the hawser. From
this time forward they maintained communication between the vessel
and the shore, carrying her crew and other assistants to and fro, day
and night, whenever required, assisting at the windlass when it was
necessary, carrying out supplies of food and fuel,and watching the
steamer by night until November 24, seventeen days after the strand-
ing. On that day there was a sudden rise of water, and the vessel floated
oft the rocks and swung round. Having steam on at the time, her haw-
sers were cut away and she passed safely over the falls.

November 7.—The schooner Rover, of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, carry-
ing a crew of two men, and bound from Fish Creek to Two Rivers, in
the same State, with a cargo of tan-bark, stranded on the bar while en-
tering the harbor at the last named place, about one hundred feet west
of Station No. 17, Eleventh District (Lake Michigan). The accident
took place at about 11 o’clock in the morning, and the life-saving crew
were quickly on hand to aid in getting the vessel afloat. The sea was
quite rough and caused her to pound heavily. As there were no lines
on board the schoouner suitable for the work of relieving her, the station
hawser was brought into use, and in a short time the life-saving crew
succeeded in getting her afloat. When about to proceed up the harbor,
however, it was found that her rudder was disabled.. In this dilemma,
with no steam-tug on hand to tow the vessel, it became necessary to
repair the damage at once. The schooner was therefore hauled in to
the wharf near by, and enough of the cargoremoved to lighten her and
enable them to put the rudder in working order again, the captain upon
leaving expressing his grateful acknowledgments for the timely services
of the life-saving crew.

November 8.—The keeper of Station No. 10, Ninth District (Louis-

ville), went out at 4 o’clock in the afternoon to the rescue of a man
and two women in a boat which had got into the strong current and was
being carried over the falls. The boat was taken in tow and got into
still water.
. November 8.—The north patrol from Station No. 1, Tenth District
(Sand Beach, Michigan), when passing abreast of the steamboat wharf
at that place on his way back to the station, shortly before 8 o’clock in
the evening, was startled by a loud splash, as thongh some one had
fallen overboard. Hurrying down the wharf in the direction of the
sound, he soon discovered a man struggling in the water. A line was
quickly thrown to the drowning man, and, with the aid of some men
whom the surfman had summoned to his assistance, the poor tellow was
lifted safely onto the wharf. It was fortunate that the watchful patrol-
wan bappened to be passing at the time and heard the splash, for the
man was completely under the influence of liquor, and as he uttered no
cry for help he would have been drowned in a few moments.

November 9.—A vessel’s quarter-board, bearing the name Viola May,
was cast ashore in the vicinity of Station No. 7, Second District (Peakéd
Hill Bar, Cape Cod, Massachusetts), and as the weather was foggy, and
the crew feared that a vessel of that name had been wrecked in the
vicinity, they launched the surf-boat and pulled several miles up and
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down the eoast on either side of the station. Their search was not,
however, rewarded by the discovery of any vessel.

November 9.—At 10 o’clock at, night one of the patrolmen from Station
No. 10, Fifth District (Cobl’s Island, Virginia), sighted a vessel stand-
ing in over the shoals, and in danger of stranding. He at once flashed
his Coston signal, and the vessel, thus made aware of her peril, imme-
diately tacked and went off shore.

November 9.—The schooner Otsego, of Au Sable, Michigan, bound
from that place to Sand Beach, Michigan, heavily laden with lumber,
and having on board five passengers and a crew of three men, broke
ber center-board and became disabled. Failing, in this plight, in the
endeavor to make the harbor at Sand Beach, she dropped her anchor,
which, however, proved too small to hold her, and she began to drag
out fast into the lake, where, although the weather was not stormy, she
would probably have foundered, being really not seaworthy through
her injuries, and besides very heavily loaded. In this situation she put
up signals of distress, which were seen immediately at Life-saving{Station
No. 1, Tenth District. It was then nearly 8 o’clock in the evening, and
the vessel was about a mile and a half from the station. The keeper at
once manned the surf-boat and rowed out to the schooner. Ascertaining
her condition, he had her five passengers conveyed ashore, and sent out
a tug to her, which safely towed her into harbor.

Norember 10.—At 11 o’clock in the morning the schooner Aurora, of
Machias, Maine, bound from Boston to Millbridge, Maine, with three
men and no cargo, split her sails in a sqaall when about twelve miles
southwest of Station No. 5, First District (gWhite Head Island). Her
crew managed with part of the mainsail and jib to get under the lee of
White Head Island. About half an hour before she reached her anchor-
age she was discovered by the station patrol, but as a strong northwest
wind with squalls was prevailing, nothing could be done to enable her
to continue her voyage until the wind moderated. A careful watch was
- kept over the vessel during the afternoon and night, and the following
morning, the wind having abated, the life-saving crew boarded her with
the surf-boat at 7 o’clock. Their proffered assistance was gladly ac-
cepted. They got ap the schooner’s anchor, and using her jib and the
reefed mainsail (the latter was split badly below the single reef), they
beat her into Seal Harbor. Huere, after anchoring, they repaired her
sails 8o that she was in condition to continue her voyage the next day.

November 10.—At an early hour a surfman of Station No. 3, Third
District (Block Island, Rhode Island), reported to the keeper that he
had seen the red light of a patrolman burning near Napatree Point,
about three and a bhalf miles distant. The keeper, Ly the aid of the
marine glass, was able to distinguish a schooner, with part of her main-
sail up, lying stern to the wind, and flashing signals of distress. She
appeared to be on the rocks at or near the place where the schooner
Open Sea was wrecked two years previously. The keeper at once
roused the crew, and the surf-boat was launched and pulled for the
schooner, which proved to be the Mary H. Stockham, of Philadelphia,
bound from Elizabethport, New Jersey, to Gardiner, Maine, with a crew
of six persons and a cargo of coal. She was on the sands a few yards
distant from the place where the keeper had located her. The tide was
rising, and the vessel was beginning to move, heading for the rocks.
The life-saving crew immediately set to work to tow out the long hawser,
with the kedge attached, and place it at a point to windward, after
which, by means of the forward capstan, a strain was hove oun the hawser
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sufficient to keep the schooner’s bows from falling off towards the rocks
a8 the tide rose. The life-saving crew then assisted the sailors to get
sail on the vessel, and after her auchors had been recovered she pro-
ceeded on her way all right.

November 10.—One of the patrolmen of Station No. 21, Third District
(opposite Bellport, Long Island, New York), found a yawl in the surf
abreast of the station. It was hauled to a place of safety by the life-
saving crew+and notice thereof sent to the New York Herald for pub-
lication. This had tho ‘desired effect, for in a few days the boat was
claimed in a letter fromn the agent of the owners of the New York pilot-
boat Ariel Patterson, from which vessel it had been lost. The life-sav-
ing crew, as requested by the person thus claimming the property,
took it across the bay to Bellport and forwarded it by railroad to New
York.

November 11.—The schooner Aurora, of Machias, Maine, carrying a.
crew of three men, bound to Millbridge from Boston, in ballast, expe-
rienced heavy weather on the trip, and during the prevalence of a.
severe squall from the northwest lost and split some of her sails. This-
occurred at 11 o’clock in the forenoon of November 10, White Head
Island bearing northeast about twelve miles distant. In this partially
disabled condition the schooner managed to work up under the lee of
‘White Head lsland, where she anchored at half-past 2 in the afternoon,
in sight of Station No. 5, First District. The station crew saw her
anchor and understood her condition, but as she was in no danger of
going ashore, and nothing could be done for her while the gale lasted,
the keeper ordered a special watch kept on her until opportunity offered
for boarding her. The next morning (November 11), at 7 o’clock, after
the wind had abated somewhat, the surf-boat was launched and the
life-saving crew went on board and offered assistance. The captain of -
the schooner gave them glad welcome, as with his small crew he had
been able to do but little in repairing damages. The keeper at once-
took charge and hove up the anchor, and with snug canvas on the vessel"
(close-reefed mainsail and jib) beat her up into Seal Harbor, where she
was safely anchored, after which the life-saving crew helped repair the
sails and place the schooner in condition to resume her voyage the
next day, upon the subsidence of the gale.

November 11.—The crew of Station No. 10, Ninth District (Louis-
ville) at half-past 7 in the evening, heard cries of distress from the
cross-dam of the Falls of the Ohio, and hastening out in the boat, res-
cued a man named Peter Juntz, who was found standing on the over-
tlowed pier, with the water fast rising around him, and he in danger of
being swept off and drowned. ,

November 11.—The captaio of the barge Bertchie reported at Station
No. 1, Tenth District (Sand Beach, Michigan), the loss of the barge’s
yawl, which had gone adrift out of the harber. As he had no means
of recovering it, three of the life-saving crew at once started in search,
and found it about a mile and a half north of the station, with two holes
stove in it. After repairing the damage so as to make the boat man-
ageable, it was taken to the station and restored to its owner.

November 11.— A boat belonging to the city, stolen from Lincoln Park,
Chicago, by three men, on November 10, and used by them to fish from
some crib-work three miles from Station No. 11, Eleventh District, got
loose in the afternoon, drifted ashore, and broke up on the beach,leaving
them to spend the night on the crib, surrounded with water and unable
to get ashore. Their plight was reported at the station by a policeman
at half-past 8 in the morning (November 11), and the surf-boat was at

11849—9



130 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

L ]
once launched and pulled out to their aid through a heawy sea, arriving
near them at half-past 10, not without having shipped a great deal of
water, the wind and sea being astern. The three men were safely got
on board, and the boat, not being able to land in the neighborhood on
account of the stone-paved beach, which would have broken her to
pieces, was let drop down with the current nntil a sand beach was found,
where she landed. On her way down with the current a sunken rock
- stove a hole in her bottom. Immediately upon landing, the three men
were arrested and locked up for their larceny. °

November 11.—The crew of Life-boat Station No. 14, Eleventh Dis-
trics (Racine), Lake Michigan, had occasion to render service during
‘what, up to that date, was the severest storm of the season. There was
‘a heavy gale, with rain, from the southwest, the breakers ran in ter-
rible mounds, and all around the piers at the entrance of the harbor
was a mass of furiously sheeting foam. The life-saving crew, on the
watch for disaster, noticed toward sundown several vessels running
north for safety under bare poles, and two of them made safely into the
harbor of Racine. Observing this, the master of the schooner Lavinda,
of Cbicago, bound to that port from Hamilton, Michigan, with a cargo
of shingles and a crew of five men, endeavored, having already run past,
to make the same haven, but, involved in the heavy breakers at the har-
bor’s mouth, the vessel became unmanageable, struck the south pier

" with such violence that she stove in, immediately became water-logged,
~and in five minutes was a wreck. While she wallowed helplessly
around, sinking and beating herself to pieces on the pier, the life-sav-
ing crew sprang for the life-boat and put out to her assistance through
the tumbling seas. By sturdy effort they got alongside and managed
to run a line from the wrecked vessel to the steam-tug R. Wetzel, which
had steamed out to her relief, and soon got her in tow and safe into har-
bor. 1t was half-past 5 in the afternoon when the disaster occurred.
The heavy sea prevented the return of the life-boat into the station,
and tge men moored her in a sate place up the river until the storm
abated.

November 12.—The schooner H. A. Lamars, of Cleveland, bound from
Port Stanley to her hailing port, laden with wood, and having a crew
of five men, sprung a leak during stormy weather and became water-
logged. In this condition she was seen by the crew of Life-saving
Station No. 7, Ninth District, Fairport, Lake Erie, when about two
hundred yards east of the harbor, endeavoring to effect an entrance.
The crew watched her for two hours, and perceiving that she was be-
ing carried by the heavy sea and current to leeward of the harbor, they
prepared to launch and went out to her. It was then a little after
6 o’clock in the evening. The life-saving crew assisted in giving her
more chain, and as the seas were breaking over the vessel and en-
dangering their boat, they got the sailors aboard as quickly as possible
and took them to the sthtion, where they were provided with food and
beds. The seamen were much- exhausted, having been at the pumps
twenty-four hours without food. The next morning, November 13, the
captain got a tug to tow the schooner inside, but the sea ran so heavy
the tug could not get alongside. The surf-boat was again launched, and"
rendered assistance by taking the vessel’s crew aboard, and, running a
line trom the tug to the schdomner, assisted in heaving up her anchors.
The anchors had fouled, and one of them had to be abandoned. Finally,
when the tug steamed off with the schooner, the latter was dragged into
the trough of the sea and rolled over. The surf-boat, which was also in
tow, hastened to the rescue, got all hands aboard, and again took them
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to the station, where they remained four days. The vessel and cargo
were lost.

November 12.—At 8 o’clock in the evening the schooner Homer H. Hine,
of Vermillion, Ohio, bound from Au Sable to Cleveland, with a crew of
five men and a cargo of lumber and shingles, unshipped her steering-
wheel and lost her rudder in a somewhat rough sea, though the weather
was clear. The accident happened about twenty-four miles southeast of
Station No. 1, Tenth District, Sand Beach, Lake Huron, and eight miles
from shore. The vessel made signalsof distress,and adispatch was imme-
diately sent to the life-saving station, requesting the keeper to send
the tug Oswego to her relief. The life-boat was manned and went out
to the tug, but the captain was not willing, in view of the rough sea,
to go out before daybreak, and the keeper then engaged the tug Balize,
and put the life-boat and its crew in tow of her. They reached the
schooner at midnight, and found her in the condition above described and
‘also leaking. The keeper put half his crew on board of her to assist in
heaving up the anchor, which occupied two hours, the vessel having
out not less than sixty-five fathoms of chain. At 2 o’clock in the morn-
ing, everything being 1n readiness, the tug started back to port with
both schooner and life-boat in tow. The assistance rendered by the
life-saving crew was important, for the vessel’s crew was not suflicient
to heave in the chain, which, together with the anchor, would have had
to be abandoned but for the aid rendered.

November 12.—On November 11 the steam-barge H. C. Schnoor, of
Cleveland, bound from Toledo, Ohio, to Alcona, Michigan, laden with
lumber and having on board a crew of twelve men, struck on the bar
off Alconaat 110’clock at night, aboutthree hundred yardsfrom theshore.
A strong southeast gale prevailed at the time, and there was a heavy sea.
At 8 o’clock in the morning of the next day (November 12) a team
came with the news from Alcona to Station No. 5, Tenth District,
(Sturgeon Point), about four miles and a half from the scene of the dis-
aster. The keeper at once got ready to start for the wreck, and in half
an hour was on the road (which was a bad one) with two teamns, one
bearing the wreck ordnance and the other the surf-boat. An hour
later they arrived, and launched the surf-boat, but the surf was ~o
heavy that they failed to get alongside the barge, and were obliged to
return with the boat partly tilled with water. The wreck-gun was then
resorted to, and the gear having been set up, the mate was brought
ashore by the breeches-buoy. Before operations could be continued a
mischance occurred. The life-saving crew were obliged to work from
a point of land so narrow that they could not spread sufticiently to keep
the lines apart and prevent them from intertwisting, and the heavy
current caused the lee part of the whip-line to foul with the hawser. Be-
fore the lines could be cleared the wind fortunately changed and beat
down the sea, and the surf-boat was launched and took the captain
&‘who had been on shore at Alcona) and the mate back to the barge.

he immediate danger having ended with the subsidence of the wind
and sea, the life-saving crew returned to the station in the afternoon.
The next day (November 13) they went out in the surf-boat at a little
after 1 o’clock and worked until half-past 4 in running lines from the
barge to the tug Mocking Bird, which at that hour succeeded in pull-
ing her off.

November 12.—At 7 o’clock in the morning, during a southeast gale,
the crew of Life-saving Station No: 13, Eleventh District (Kenosha, Lake
Michigan), sighted the schooner E. P. Royce, of Ludington, Michigan, fly-
inga signal of distressina heavy sea about ten miles out. The vessel was
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bound from Ludington to Chicago, with a cargo of lumber and a crew
of six men, together with a woman, the captain’s wife. The life-boat
was at once manned, and reached her in an hour. The life-saving crew
found her full of water. She had sprung a leak during the night and
become water-logged. They let go her anchors, and then started in the
life-boat for Racine, in order to procure a tug, taking with them the
captain’s wife and two of the men, who ‘were ¢ntertained at Life-saving
Station No. 14, at that port, as the other seamen were subsequently.
Reaching Racine by 9 o'clock, the life-saving crew procured two tugs,
with which they returned to the wreck and worked on her until they
got her into Racine, at 5 o’clock in the afternoon. The captain expressed
himself in gratetul terms to the life-saving crew, without whose aid he
said his vessel and crew could not have been raved in the heavy sea
then running and the strong southerly gale.

November 14.—The schooner C. W. Dexter, of Calais, Maine, bound
for Boston from her hailing port, with a cargo of lumber and a crew of
four men, dragged her anchors while getting under way, and stranded
near Long Point, Spruce Head, about a hundred yards from shore and
a mile and a half from White Head Island, coast of Maine, the location
of Life-S8aving Station No. 5, First District. Intervening land and trees
separated the vessel and the station from sight, and the captain, after
a fruitless attempt to kedge off the vessel, sent a boat’s crew around to
the station for assistance. They arrived at 10 o’clock in the forenoon,
and the station men manned the surf-boat with alacrity, and in half an
hour were alongside of the schooner. Her anchors were under her bows,
and they hove them up, unshackled the chain, bent on a hawser, carried
out an anchor and line, took up the kedge, and waited for the tide. By
4 o'clock in the afternoon it lowed, and they hove off the vessel; then
made sail, took her into Seal Harbor, anchored her, furled her sails, and
returned to the station.

November 14—The yacht Bunnie, of Tom’s River, New Jersey, going
about noon, with one man on board, from Squan to Barnegat, having
split her mainsail in a sudden change of wind, was in danger of being
capsized, and set a signal of distress, which was responded to by the
crew of Station No. 11, Fourth District (Swan Point), New Jersey, who
went out to her in the surf-boat, worked her in under cover of the beach
and anchored her. The man on board remained at the station until the
next day, when the keeper detailed a member of the crew to pilov him
in the yacht to Barnegat.

November 14.—At half-past 3 in the morning the surfman on patrot
southward from Station No. 15, Sixth District, to the north of Oregon
Inlet, North Carolina, sighted a steamer running dangerously close to
the beach. He at once burned his Coston signal, and the vessel taking
warning from it quickly altered her course just in time to avoid striking
on the shoals oft the inlet. ) ' '

November 14.—The barge Bay City, of Port Huron, bound from Buf-
falo, New York, to Harrisville, Michigan, with a cargo of hay and a
crew of seven persous, stranded in beavy weather, at half past 7 in the
evening, about four miles south of *tation No. 5, Tenth District. The
crew ot the station went out to ber, but found tbat vothing could be
done for ber until tbe arrival of a tug and steam-pump for which the
captain had sent. The vext day the crew again rowed out to her in
response to a signal sbe huad set, but upon reaching her found that she
bad been just pulled off by the tug. -

November 15.—At 9 o'clock in the morning the crew of Station No.
4, Third District (New Shoreham, Block Island), went off in their boat
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to the assistance of two men who had gone out fishing and were in dan-
ger of being blown to sea by the severe gale which had sprung up dur-
ing their absence. the men being utterly unable to get back without
aid. The life-saving crew succeeded in bringing the men and their
boat back into the harbor. :

November 15.—At 1 o’clock in the day, while a gale was raging over
Lake Ontario, Keeper Doyle, of Life-saving Station No. 4, Ninth Dis-
trict (Charlotte, Lake Ontario), was notified that the custom-house had
Teceived a telegram stating that a vessel was in distress and drifting in
toward the beach neara high bluff known as The Devil’s Nose, about
twenty-two miles west of the station. Several boards and staves, in-
scribed with supplications for help, had drifted ashore in the neighbor-
hood and been found upon the beach. It was evident to the keeper
that the vessel in question was the schooner Marquis, of Toronto, Can-
ada, 424 tons burden, bound from Fair Haven, New York, to that place,
with a cargo of coal and a crew of eight men, which had been in tow of
the steam-tug Robb on the night of Novenber 14, and on account of the
severity of the gale and the breaking of the tow-line had to be aban-
doned at sea by the Robb, which had run into the harbor at Charlotte
for shelter by 9 o’clock in the morning of December 15, at about the

" time that the unfortunate Marquis, dismasted, and, with her steering-
gear broken, was tumbling helplessly in upon The Devil’s Nose, with the
wash of a heavy surf pouring over her. The brave keeper at once de-
termined to go to the assistance of the distressed vessel, although the
twenty-two miles distance at which she lay placed her beyond the scope
of his duty ; and gathering his crew of eight men, seven of them en-
rolled surfmen and one a volunteer, he started down to the steam-tug
Robb to engage her to go with himn and his men in search of the wreck.
The master of the tug consented, and began to get up steam, while the
life-saving crew put the surt-boat on board, together with the Lyle gun
and apparatus. The tug was soon ready for the start, and was wear-
ing around for her voyage when she was hailed from the pier with the
news that her rudder was unshipped. Upon examination this was
found to be the case, and the keeper and his men left the unnavigable
vessel, taking on shore the surf-boat, wreck-gun, and apparatus. The
surf-boat was at once placed upon its carriage, the station cart loaded
with the wreck-ordnance and hauling-gear, and four stout horses were
bharnessed up to haul this double load to the scene of the wreck.

The keeper and his men piled in with the boat and apparatus, and at
3 dclock in the stormy afternoon they set out on their rough and se-
rious journey. They held their way within sight of the lake for about
two miles, when a detour became necessary, caused by the obstacle of
a body of water known as Braddock’s Bay, which makes in from the
lake, communicating therewith by a species of gap or outlet, like a
neck, in which the water was seven feet deep. As it was impossible
for the horses to ford this gully, the rescue-party were obliged to take
a rowul running around Braddock’s Bay; and as this road, for the dis-
tance of seven miles from Charlotte, would keep themn tive miles back
from the lake, thus rendering it impossible to catch sight of the wreck
in case she should come drifting down toward them, the wary keeper
detailed one of his men to keep along shore in sight of the water, and
meet them seven miles on, at a point where the town road ran near it.

The patrolman obeyed his instructions, seeing nothing of the vessel
in his trudge along shore, and rejoined the rescue party at the point
named. The indomitable march then continned along the miry road in
the gathering twilight, through a region of woods and farms, sparsely
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inhabited. Whenever the lake was neared inquiries were made at the
nearest bouse, or of any stray wayfarer, in regard to the wreck. As
evening fell it was definitely ascertained that the vessel was lying near
The Devil’s Nose, and the party pushed on with renewed energy and
ardor. The darkness of a stormy night sooun obscured the region, and
the most serious part of the toilsome journey through an impeding
gloom was now entered upon. In brief], for more than six hours the
dark march of the men and horses continued over the tempest-beaten
road, and it was in the dead of night, or about half-past 1 o’clock (16th),
that the little band caught sight of the vessel’slights out in the murk
above the sea.

In a few minutes they were on the beach, and two of them quickly
lighted a fire, while the others, seeing that the wreck was held by her
anchors, launched the surf-boat through the flying breakers and pulled
out to her. They boarded her, and found the main and mizzen masts
gong and the iron castings of the steering-gear broken. The foremast
stood and the hull was sound. The keeper concluded that the rudder-
head should be mortised and fitted with a tiller, to enable the vessel to
be steered, and he and his men returned to the shore to get a piece of
timber of which to fashion a tiller, taking with them the captain, who
desired to procure some ship-stores, the vessel being without provisions.
They landed near the fire, which now lit the beach and the wild play of
the waters. Provisions were obtained at a neighboring farm-house,
and a stick of timber hewed from the adjacent woods, and the men
again pulled out to the schooner. All hands now fell to work at clear-
ing the wreck and getting ready for the voyage to Charlotte, whither
Keeper Doyle intended to take her. As morning dawned, however,
a steamer was seen coming from the east, and proved to be the Robb,
which had repaired her rudder and come out to the rclief of the Mar-
quis. As the wind was now moderating and canting to the south, it
was concluded that the Robb should take the schooner in tow to To-
ronto, and accordingly, at half-past 9 -that morning, the tug started
with her convoy, and the life-saving crew pulled back to shore. There
they loaded the boat onto its carriage, and returned as they had come,
arriving at the station at Charlotte by half-past 6 o’clock in the evening,
thus endiug their heroic toil of over thirty hours.

November 16.—At 2 o’clock at night the barge Cyclone, of Buffalo,
bound from Bay City, Michigan, to Tonawanda, New York, with a cargo
of lumber and a crew of seven men, together with the captain’s wite, in
tow of a tug, parted her tow-line off Mohawk Light, about thirty-five
miles west southwest from Buffalo. She soon worked into the trough
of the sea, became water-logged, and lost the greater part of her deck-
load. At half-past 8 o’clock in the morning the lookout of Station No.
5, Ninth District (Buffalo, Lake Erie), discovered her being taken in tow
by the steamer Conestoga, and reported to the keeper. When the ves-
sel arrived at the pier the life-saving crew went on board, moored her,
and conducted her exhausted crew to the station, where they remained
about six hours, and were provided with dry clothing and nourishing
food; the captain and his wite being accommodated on board a tug.

November 15.—The schooner G. H. Ely, of Cleveland, bound from that
place to Black River, Ohio, in ballast, with a crew of seven men, was
in tow of a tug during the night off Cleveland, when a northwest gale
set in, with thick weather and a high sea, and the tug was compelled
to let her go. The schooner then dropped her anchors, but dragged
until, at 2 o’clock in the morning, she struck the west pier at the entrance
of Cleveland Harbor, when the crew of Station No. 8, Ninth District,
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came to her assistance. The keéeper procured a tug, wbnt out to her,
and ran a hawser from her to the east pier, where he had already sta-
tioned a portion of his men, who hauled taut upon the line, while those
on board slipped her anchors. The tug then took her in tow to a place
of safety. The life-saving crew subsequently assisted in recovering her
anchors. -

November 15.—The three-masted schooner John Schuette, of Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, bound from Escanaba, Michigaun, to South Chicago, Illi-
nois, with a cargo of iron ore and a crew of seven men, struck the bar
about three hundred yards from shore, at 2 o’clock at night, while en-
deavoring to come into Sheboygan, and began to pound very heavily.
The wind was brisk at the time and the sea high. The patrol of Sta-
tion No. 16, Eleventh District, saw her at once and reported the disas-
ter at the station, and in a quarter of an hour the surf-boat was along-
side. The life-saving crew found her lines all frozen and in bad "condi-
tion, and, pulling back to the station, got the 4}-inch hawser, one end
of which they fastened to the vessel and the other to the weather
pier, then, heaving in upon the capstan, they got the vessel off the bar,
hove her to the south harbor piers, and worked her up the river to a
safe anchorage by 8 o’clock.

November16.—Theschooner Dauntless, of Cherrystone, Virginia, bound
from Cobl’s Island to the former place with a cargo of oysters and a
crew of three men, stranded on the shoals of the middle ground be-
tween Bone and Cobb’s Islands, about a mile from shore, at 7 o’clock
in the morning. She was almost immediately discovered by the keeper
of Station No. J0, Fifth District, who had the surf-boat launched and
pulled out to her. The life-saving crew ran out her anchor, hove the
cable taut, and waited for the tide to rise. As soon as the schooner
began to lift on the flow they hove her off, and she went safely on her way.

Norenlber 16.—The schooner Nevada, of Oswego, New York, bound
from Cape Vincent, Lake Ontario, to Erie, Pennsylvania, with a crew of
eight persons, and laden with iron ore, misstayed and went ashore at
3 o'clock in the morning on Presque Isle, about one mile and a half
north of Station No. 6, Ninth District, Lake Erie. She was discovered
at once by the life-saving patrolman and reported to the keeper. The
surf-boat was launched and manned without delay and pulled out to
her assistance, arriving alongside at 5.30 A. M. The schooner waslying
easy and in no immediate danger. At daylight the tug Erie was sig-
naled, and when she came up the life-saving crew assisted in running
bawsers and getting her safely into port;.which was accomplished in
about four hours, the vessel having sustained but slight damages.

November 17.—At half-past 7 in the evening the south patrol from
Station No. 9, Fifth District (Hog Island, Virginia), sighted a vessel
standing too close in towards the beach. He instantly gave warning of
her danger by swinging his lantern and then burning a Coston light.
The vessel at once attempted to go about. She was not quick enough,
however, for in going in stays she grounded on the bar at the inlet.
Fortunately the tide was coming in, and before the life-saving crew could
reach her in their boat, as they endeavored to do, she swung clear and
stood oft-shore. .

November 17.—The crew of Life-saving Station No. 8, Eleventh Dis-
trict (Muskegon, Michigan), had a rough time on this date. A fresh
southwest gale was streaming through the thick atmosphere, and there
was a tremendous surf and sea. About daylight the station lookout
saw from the north pier at Fort Sherman a vessel (which proved to be
the schooner Espindola, of Milwaukee, bound therefrom to Muskegon,
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with a crew of three men and no cargo), lying at anchor abreast of a
bluft about a mile frowm shore, in the locality called The Scotch Bonnet,
about five miles northwest of the station. 'The schooner had a reefed
main-sail set, and was flying a flag at her main-topmast, whether union
down or not the distance made it impossible to discern. Supposing
she wanted a tug, the keeper crossed the river and notified several
tug captains, all of whom, however, refused to go to haer, averring that
she was too near the bar to enable them to be of any assistance to
her. Lieutenant Walton, at that time assistant inspector, who had
been notified by the keeper and accompanied him to the piers, then
ordered the crew to launch, and definitely ascertain what the schooner
wanted. Inafew minutes the surf-boat was outside and pulling through
the heavy sea, which was quartering, or chasing her astern, and with
such force that once, in the act of heading to it, the oars were unship-
ped from the thole-pins and two of them lost, the crew letting them
go and resorting to the spare oars to prevent the boat being over-
turned. In the meantime the schooner had dragged her anchors, and
went clean onto the beach under the bluffs—so high up, in fact, that
two young fellows of her crew jumped overboard into two feet of
water and landed ; the third man, the captain, had left the vessel some
time before in a boat in quest of a tug, been capsized and nearly
drowned, reaching the shore in a state of unconsciousness. Not know-
ing that she was deserted, the life-saving crew, upon getting abreast of
{le vessel, began to back in towards her, stern first. Just as they got
to the outer bar a big green sea combed over the boat from stem to
stern, filling ber to the gunwales and floating the oars up out of the
pins. The boat had hardly recovered from this savage onset, and the
keeper was trying to head her to the next coming sea when the steering-
oar broke in his hands. The boat at once fell off broadside to, and the
huge comber rolled her over, bottom up, shooting her men from her at
one discharge into the sea. Sustained by their cork belts they at once
struck out for the beach. The undertow was awful, but despite its
strength they all contrived to land, and were met by the men from the
stranded schooner, from whom they learned the situation of affairs.
The boat presently came tumbling in within reach, and was seized and
hauled up on the flood-wood which strewed the shore. She hadsustained
little damage beyond splintering her bow and stern benches. The steer-
ing-oar and one other had been broken, and the heaving-stick and boat-
hook, with their lines, were lost. These losses and damages, howerver,
were sufticient to decide the keeper not to return in her to the station
against the heavy gale and sea, and Lieutenant Walton, having arrived
upon the scene on foot, hired a team and had tbe boat taken.to the
station, whither the crew also got back by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, un-
injured from their rough adventure, but wet to the skin and very hun-
gry. The schooner was subsequently got off by a tug.

November 17.—At about 11 o’clock in the forenoon the British ship
Edith Lorne, of Dundee, bound from Portland, Oregon, to Queenstown,
for orders, with a cargo of 1,250 tons of wheat, and having nineteen
men on board, including the pilot, while standing out over Columbia
River Bar, by way of the north passage, stranded on the Middle Sands
at a point known as The Elbow, on the south side of the channel. The
disaster was quickly discovered by the keeper of the life-boat station,
two miles distant, at Cape Disappointment, Washington Territory (No.
3, Twelfth District), who at once fired an alarm-gun and proceeded to
muster 4 volunteer crew, there being then no regularly paid force at
that station, as before stated in this record. Two men came hurrying
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from a place called Illwaco, a mile or two distant, in response to the
sigpal, and six more were obtained from the British ship Napier, an-
chored in the bay. The ill-fated ship lay in the breakers, and it was
feared her crew would attempt to lower their own boats, in which case
some if not all of them would certainly be drowned. The rescuing party
therefore put off as quickly as possible in tow of a steam tug, which
dropped them a mile and a half from the ship, unable to approach nearer;
the men then taking to their oars and pulling the rest of the distance,
reached the vessel at 2 o’clock. As the situation was one of great dan-
ger, and the seas were breaking completely over the vessel, the captain
decided, after consultation with the pilot, to abandon her at once. Ten
of the crew were therefore taken into the boat without waiting for their
effects, and, after a hard pull through the heavy sea, put on board the
tag which awaited them in the south channel. It was 5 in the afternoon
when the remaining nine men were taken off, the ship at that time
pounding in such a manner that the captain expressed the greatest ap-
prehension that the spars would tumble about their heads before the
boat could shove off. When the landing was reached, at about 6 o’clock,
all the men but tke captain and pilot were provided with quarters at
Fort Canby, the keeper conducting the two latter to his home. The
volunteer crew behaved with great gallantry, and it was no doubt due
to their excellent conduct, under the experienced directions of the
keeper, that not a life was lost by this disaster. During the night the
ship drove over the shoals, and by daylight the next morning (Novem-
ber 18) she lay sunk on the farther side of the south channel, near the
edge of Clatsop Spit, and it was only after many hours of extremely
dangerous and difficult work that the wrecked men, who had now in
turn manned the life-boat, were enabled, under the leadership of the
keeper, to save their personal effects by fishing them up through the
open hatches of the submerged vessel, the boat making two trips on
that day and returning with the last load at 8 o’clock in the evening.
The ship and cargo were a total loss.

November 18.—At half-past 8 o’clock in the evening, during a heavy
northeast gale, the British schooner Russia, of Toronto, Canada, bound
from Port Maitland, Canada, to Erie, Pennsylvania, with a cargo of
barley and a crew of six men, failed to obey her helm, owing to the
heavy current, while endeavoring to make her harbor, broached to, came
into collision with the Presque Isle pier with a shock that knocked the
beacon light-house oft its foundation, and at once began to pound with
terrible violence upon the pier. The keeper of Life-saving Station
No. 6, Ninth District (Erie, Lake Erie), rushed with his men to her as- .
gistance, and succeeded by means of hawsers in holding her to the pier.
The sea, however, was 8o heavy, and so increaging in fury all the time,
that the vessel continued to strike the pier, and soon with such violence
that the keeper burned two red Coston lights in succession to sammon
a tug to her relief. As none came, he dispatched two of his men in a
dingey up to Erie (about a mile and a half distant) to summon one, and
as the vessel was fast filling, and he and his men expected to see her
knocked to pieces every minute, they helped the crew to get onto the
pier, and then, under the master’s orders, assisted in letting go the
hawsers. The released vesselrecoiled from the pier into shoal water,
where she sunk in a few minutes. The crew were taken to the station
furnished with dry clothing, and