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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washington, D. C., November 27, 1879.

Sik: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the Life-Saving Service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879,
and of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for the mainte-
nance of the service for that period, in accordance with the requirements
of section 7 of the act of June 18, 1878.

A compilation of the statistics of wrecks and casualties which have
occurred on or near the coasts and on the rivers of the United States,
and to American vessels at sea or on the coasts of foreign countries,
collected under the authority of the act of June 20, 1874, is included.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
SUMNER 1. KIMBALL,
General Superintendent.
Hon. JOHN SHERMAN,
Secretary of the Treasury.
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REPORT

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

OPERATIONS.

The life-saving establishment at the close of the last fiscal year
embraced 173 stations, as follows:

District No. 1 (coast of Maine and New Hampshire) ............................. 6
District No. 2 (coast of Massachusetts) ..... .cccv . ceeeeoaaer ooan e cemeeas 14
District No. 3 (coast of Rhode Island and Long Isla.nd) ......................... 38
District No. 4 (coast of New Jersey) ..ccc. cceeeiomme iooeeiemcne conn cacenanann. 40
District No. 5 (coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles) ....................... 11
District No. 6 (coast from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras) .. ... .................. 23
District No. 7 (eastern coast of Florida) ...... e et ettt aaa 5
District No. 9 (Lakes Erie and Ontario) ...c.. cooe coiniiaooiiiit it ciean canen 9
District No. 10 (Lakes Huron and Superior) ..cceeveeces coinetioieniiiaoas annn. 9
District No. 11 (Lake Michigan) ..ccc. cout ventviimioier toeee ciiiiiaiaannne. 12
District No. 12 (Pacific coast) ... ..o ot cie it i e iieae ceceecee e 6

The following statement shows the periods of the employment of surf-
men at such of the stations as were manned with crews during any por-
tion of the year, which periods respectively constituted what is termed

the active season.

Employment of surfmen, season of 1878-'79.

Stations. Period of employment.

Number of stations.
Number of surfmen.

September 1, 1878, to A pril 30, 1879, inclusive.
September 15 1878, to April 30 1879 inclusive.

I September 1, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.

®
=]
=N
'S
[
b
™~

, 5,and 6 ..........

-
RoR

2 - I District.

1
2,3
1,2,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11, | 14
i 12,13, 14, and 15. , |

| 5 gg 239 15, 218 22,25, ; 11 66 | September 1, 1878, to A pril 30, 1879, inclusive.
an |
l 4,10, 11,12,13,14,16, | 23 | 138 | September 15, 1878, to March 31, 1879, inclusive
3 17, 19, 20 21 23 24,

26, 27, 29, 31, 32,34, |
{ 35,36, and 38

?
T Co1 e

November 1, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
11



12 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

Employment of surfmen, scason of 1878-'79—Continued.

@ g |
l g & |
5%
i ] 2
Stations. -] s - Period of employment.
< -] -
% | 2 2
£ | 8| B |
) | & | & |
{ I
2. 3,8,10,12, 14,17,19, 18 | 108 | September 1, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
21, 93, 25, 27, 30, 32, | :
34, 35,36, and 39. | i
441 1,4,6,7,9, 11, 13,15, 16, 20 | 120 ; September 15, 1878, to April 15, 1879, inclusive.
18, 20, 22, 24, 28,29, |
31,33,37,38,and 40. | . |
...................... | 1 6 | January 18, 1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
1,7,10,and 11 ......... 4 24 | September 1, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
3,58and9.......... 4 24 I September 15, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
5| 2 e 1 6 | December 17, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
[ S 1| 6 | December 20, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
4 eeee e i 1! 6 | December 25, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
(i1, 138', 5, g;g, 12, 14, 16, l 10 60 ! September 1, 1878, to A pril 30, 1879, inclusive.
and 20.
11 6 } December 17, 1878, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
9... 6 | December 19, 1878, to A pril 30, 1879, inclusive.
6... 6 | January 8, 1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
. 6 | January 16, 1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
13.. 6 | January 17,1379, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
6<119.. | 6 | January 20, 1879, to A pril 30, 1879, inclusive.
. ! 6 | January 23, 1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
22. | 6 | January 27,1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
. i 6 | January 29, 1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
. i 6 | February 1, 1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
23. i 6 | February 25, 1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
4.. ! 6 | March 3, 1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.
2 it e e e 6 | March 7,1879, to April 30, 1879, inclusive.

|
18 | Jnly 1, 1878, to December 15, 1878, inclusive.
| 5 | November 1, 1878, to Dacember 15, 1878, inclusive.
24 i April 1, 1879, to June 30, 1879, inclusive.

-0

32 | July 1, 1878, to December 15, 1878, inclusive.
Anpril 1, 1879, to June 30, 1879, inclusive.
May 15, 1879, to June 30, 1879, inclusive.

OO ©

|
!
6 | July 1, 1878, to December 15, 1878, inclusive.
12 | July 15, 1878, to November 30, 1878, inclusive.
9 ' July 22,1878, to December 31, 1878, inclusive.
9 | April 1, 1879. to June 30, 1879, inclusive.
2 ' Awnril 16, 1879, to June 30, 1879, inclusive.
6 | May 1, 1879, to June 30, 1879, inclusive.

DO O b R OV D UNED bt ek et e e b bt ek et

.
‘ 24 | July 1,1878, to December 1, 1878, inclusive.
|
|
1
|
|
|

It will be observed that Districts Nos. 7, 8, and 12 are omitted in the
foregoing statement. The first of these embraces the eastern coast of
Florida, and contains only houses of refuge, which contemplate no other
life-saving operations than affording succor to shipwrecked persons who
may be cast ashore, and who in the absence of such means of relief would
be liable to perish from hunger and thirst in that desolate region.
Crews of surfmen are not needed here, but the keepers and members of
their families are required to go along the beach, in both directions, in
gearch of castaways immediately after a storm.

District No. 8 embraces the Gulf coast, on which none of the stations
authorized by law have yet been completed, and District No. 12 (Pacific
coast) contains only life-boat stations, depending upon the service of vol-
unteers.
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Experience has made apparent the necessity of employing regular
crews during a portion of the year at several of the life-boat stations on
the Lakes, but the appropriations for the last year were not sufficient to
provide them at all needed points. It was found possible, however,
to furnish crews to the important stations at Chicago and Thunder Bay
Island, and to employ at several others a single expert surfinan, a step
which has resulted in great advantage. It is gratifying to state that the
appropriation for the current year permits the employment of regular
crews wherever necessary.

STATISTICS.

The reports of the district officers show that 219 disasters to vessels
have occurred within the scope of the operations of the service during:
the year. There were 2,105 persons on board these vessels, of whom
2,049 were saved and 56 lost. There were succored at the stations 371
shipwrecked persons, to whom 1,074 days of relief in the aggregate were
furnished. The estimated value of the vessels involved in these disas-
ters was 81,922,276, and that of their cargoes $965,610, making the total
value of the property imperiled $2,887,886. Of this amount $1,445,086
was saved, and $1,442,800 lost. The number of disasters involving the
total loss of the vessels was 54.

In rendering assistance the surf-boat was used 154 times, 260 trips
being made by it. The self-righting and self-bailing life-boat was used
16 times, making 24 trips. The life-car was used on one occasion and
made 4 passages. The breeches-buoy was used 7 times, making 66 pas-
sages. On two occasions the rubber life-saving dress was employed.
The wreck-gun was brought into requisition 13 times, and 43 shots were
fired by it. By the surf-boat 297 persons were landed; by the life-boat,
14; by the life-car, 3; by the breeches-buoy, 87; by the use of the rubber
dress 3 persons were saved from drowning in the surf; and 8 persons
were similarly rescued by surfmen going after them into the undertow,
secured by lines around their bodies, held by the hands of comrades.

In 89 instances vessels were hove off when stranded, piloted out of
dangerous places, repaired when damaged, or similarly assisted by the
life-saving crews, sometimes working in conjunction with other wrecking
agencies, but in most cases by themselves and the ships’ companies
alone. Without this aid both vessels and crews, in many of these in-
stances, would have been destroyed. A detailed statement, showing
exactly what was done by the life-saving crews upon the several occa-
sions of disaster, will be found in another part of this report.

The apportionment of the foregoing statistics to the several districts is
as follows:

District No. 1.
Number of disasters...cceceecee cooae iacces coccaecnccaececccncannncaeanns 40
Value of VeS8eLS . con .ouuen ceeecee e ceaevaccae cacecamacececnacenenanenan-. $134,671
Value of CaArgoes .. .. .ceemnoeeeeieeace coccae cceetesanetoecesnecnanenns $41,889

Total value of ProPerty - .. .. .cceceueeccececacececenmereeennnanoanaes - $176,460
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Number of persons on board vessels. ........cciemeeicacaenaciiinaaaann.. 193
Number of persons 8aved...........cceee ceceeiannnn eeems ceecan e aonaan 192
Number of persons 108t . ... oo coeeeeieieeiiiiiieiieieeiiaceeieeacaaaaaann 1
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations...................... 36
Number of days’ shelter afforded.......cceeevemermae i iiaaeaiao.. 75
" Valne of Property 8aved. .. ... .cceee.eecan occececaacen nacnnananaeanaeanen $119, 965
Value of property 108t . .o oooe cooeioieiaiecaae iiiceiiiiee e ceee e e oo $56,495
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ................. e 7

District No. 2.
Number of disasters. .. ..o ot oot it i iteeee teeeee e 26
Value of vessels .................. et e iceeiacacsicecas e camasaancs $90, 290
Value of Cargoes. . .. .. .ottt i i i ee e $66,700
Total value of property .. ... oot iiiiiiaaie ... $156,990

Number of persons on board vessels. ... ...... ..o il 128
Number of persons saved...... .ceee it iiiiiiiat iiieen iiaee s 124
Number of persons 1ost. ... .. ... ..iii i i i i e 4
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations ...................... 19
Number of days’ shelter afforded..............ccoceiiiiiniiiint iiennninnnn. 48
Value of property saved...... R $112,575
Value of property 108t ......ocoo.ooocaea.. e teeeieceee mesetaen e aann $44, 415
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.................ccoceee. 8

District No. 3.

Number of disasters. ..o .ooeo it e e e ieeae s 28
Valueof vessels........ ..o .ceeueioiaannnn. e ieeceeceecen eeaaemnaane $276, 800
Value of cargoes.......................... e eeat e eean emmmeeaaann $158, 646
Total value of Property ... ..o oot ittt it it ececiae e $435, 446
Number of persons on hoard vessels. ... ....oueceecn ceeeioeeaneaeanaaaan 184
Number of persons saved .. ... ..o oer iiiier tec e aiae eceeaaaan 183
Number of Persons 108t . ... ... cooen oo it et i eeceieeeececeeeaans 1
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations ...................... 70
‘Number of days’ shelter afforded.......ccc . cunomneiinr o ieaaaeanan ceeeae 168
Value of property saved ..o oooio it iiacie e e e eoaaas $212, 126
Value of propertylost................... e eeemar e e .. $223,320
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels............. c.coeoooooe 6

District No. 4.

Number of disasters ..... ............ ........... e emae e aann 48
Value of vesSelS.. .ceu oot iiie iiae et it ceee e taeeeaaanan aene-aa. $345,700
Value of Cargoes .. ... oo it i iiiiet tie ceee et iece ceee oaa. - $114,450

Total value of Property ... i i it it cie e ieae e aeas .... $460, 155
Number of persons on board vessels... ... ... ..o .o i iineiaaiaat 310
Number of persons saved......occe . cooceooie i iaaiL. feee eeeeneaaen 301
Number of persoms 108t . .o oee o ittt it i ittt e e eea 9
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations ...............c...... 137
Number of days’ shelter atforded...... ... ... . i ioiiiiiiaianiiaa. . 457
Value of property saved ........ ... cceeiiiiiitiiieiii i e $222,442
Value of property lost ... ... .o ot i i it e e caaaeaan o... $R37,713
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels. ...... .. ... ... ..... 16

District No. 5.
Number of disasters ... ... ... . i e 11
Value of vessels. ... oot iit i ieeaeaaaa. $82, 800
Value of cargoes ........... ..o iiiiiiiiieaas et $70,242
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Total value of Property .. .. ..ccoeoiemir it it iiiiiia e e et eanenes $153, 042
Number of persons on board vessels.................... . iiiiiiiiaeann.. 77
Number of persons saved ..........coceeoiiniiiiiieiiiieiie i e .77
Number of Persons 108t - . -« .. .uuuteeoe i e ceee i i caaeeaaes None2
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations ...................... 32
Number of days’ shelter afforded ............ .. .. ... il 129
Value of property saved .......... ...ttt $111, 342
Value of property 1ost ... ... ..o i it $41,700
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ......................... 6

District No. 6.

Number of disasters .... ... ... ... . iiiiieiiiiiiiie e

Value of vessels . ... ... oo ittt ceaaaaaaan $200, 000
Value of cargoes ... ...t et iieeeiiceeeeiaa $222,163
Total value of Property ...cee.eeeeeiiiae iioet it cieeet cee e e $422,163
Number of persons on board vessels ..........c.. .o iiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiaan. 80
Number of persons saved .........ooeiiin ittt 61
Number of persons 108t .......cooiiiiiniit i e 19
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations ................ ..... 19
Number of days’ shelterafforded ........ ... ... .o o il 202
Value of property saved .........c. oot ioiineaainaeiaannn.. R et 244,813
Value of property lost ... .. i iea e 177,350
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels .......... e 4

District No. 7.

Number of disasters ... ... ... . ... it 4
Value of vessels ... ... ..ottt ittt et e cee e e e $23, 000
Value of Cargoes ..o oot i e e $55, 500
Total value of property.. ettt teeeeiee ettt caseaeaancaaaeaaa.  $78,500
Number of persons on board vessels ....................................... 40
Number of persons saved .. .... ... oottt it i iiie e .. 38
Number of persons 108t .. ... .o it i i e e i 2
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations ... ...oco oo 30
Number of days’ shelter afforded.... ... . . ... .. ... . il 143
Value of property 8aved . ... .....o.c.oiiie it iiot i iiia et Nothing.
Value of property 108t .. .. ... it i $78, 500
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels........... e 4

District No. 8.
(This district was not in operation during the year.)

District No. 9.

Number of disasters ........................ e e et e 25
Value of Vessels . ... .oooon o it i et e et ieee e $121, 520
Value of CAIZOes. ... .. coeme it i e i $19,945
Total value of property... ... ... ... i it it $141, 465
Number of persons on board vessels ..........................cciiiiiia... 128
Number of persons saved .... ... ... iiiiiii it e e 126
Number of persons 108t .. ... .ouuon ittt i it eae e 2
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations....................... 8
Number of days’ shelter afforded..............oc.o.iieoiiiaiioinanennns 10
Value of property saved .. . ...........o.ooin it i aeaeaaae $105,733
Value of property 108t. ... ... oo e e $35,732

Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...................cco... 2
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District No. 10.

Numberof disasters.......... ..ot eicee e 7
Value of vessels - ... ..o ieioae i aaaartcccesasccoccccacaaccccocaasas $63, 400
Value of CATZO0S. o cue uennn soemee ceee e ceecaaetaceceaencas ceanaecnnnas $13, 400
Total value of Property.cceev ccocee coceneeeieaaanncnnnn. eeeeeieenaen $76, 800
Number of persons on board vessels............ccocieeiiiiiniiiiniinaann-.. 62
Number of persons 8aVed ... cce ccoueen iamene ioneee sanecanencenaecaaenannaennn 62
Numberof persons 108t ... ... coeme it iire i e e None.
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations..........ccccoeeae. ... 5
Number of days’ shelter afforded ............c.cimmeniiiiiiimaiiieean.o.. 7
Value of property 8aved .ccece ccveececece caneeroacaneennnes ceeeeeeeeeas $74,250
Value of property 108t .......coeee ittt iitcae s tieee e $2, 550
Number of disasters involving total lossof vessels....ccceeeee. i oiiiill. 1

District No. 11.

Numberof disasters. .......... .. ...ttt iiaei i 2
Value of vessel8 . ... ccoe it io it it iaie e cectcaca ot aeaen $194,195
Value of CATZ0es ... ...cuieiieeiiin i it iaeieaeecaenaeaaan [P $122,670
Total value of Property. ... ..cece coeeivmniiiiireiiiees iieeaecnnncen. .. $316,865
Number of persons on board vessels .......cccceeemeeiiimee iimmeeiinannnns 185
Number of persons 8aVed ....ceo.cucn coetceeeiietonnee raceionnoeaeneeanns 181
Number of persons 108t ...cc..oomreioioe iiiet it iiicet ceeerieee e e 4
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations............c.coo.oo... 15
Number of days’ shelter afforded .. ......ccceiimanniiimeriimamiiiinan e, 15
Value of property 8aved c.ce .ccoee cecetciittincieieniinnceeianaes caena $188, 090
Value of propertylost. ... .cc. oo iiimer iiicotoatcaeecercoaecanacaneanans $128,775
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...c..... .eccvivanen .. 2

District No. 12.

Number of disasters .............. ettt cetececeiecceatacene camnan e 3
Value of Vessels ..ccu.ooueniiieoie it taiaee temeee e ceee e e caee et $390, 000
Value of CATZO068 - . e cn et e it it it ot teen cei et o $80, 000
Total value of Property .. cce.cceeeieaeemneenacceeoccn cnnn e $470, 000
Number of persons on board vessels ..........c.coeceecoe e anns caenonacn- 718
Number of persons 88ved ...... .cccceoiieiie e ioiecaancaenceacasceananns 704
Number of persons 108t ...... ..ot ieieiiioatcoaaceeeancn comacncccacenn- 14
Number of shipwrecked persons sheltered at stations...c...ccccc .covennnn.. None.
Number of days’ shelter afforded ...... .cccceoicie i iiaeiicineianans None.
Value of property 8aved ....c. cceceicccnntamaae icncarancnas caaacaacaacean $53, 750
Value of property 108t «c..coveeniiiie tiir iiiiit it iceit teecce e ae $416, 250
Number of disasters involving total 10ss of vessels...... ccecaeeeeeeninann.. 2

REMARKS ON STATISTICS.

It will be seen by the foregoing tables that the total number of dis-
asters to vessels occurring within the scope of the Life-Saving Service
is 219. The number is greater than that of any previous year since the
adoption of the present system in 1871 ; a circumstance in part accounted
for by the fact that the range of the service having been considerably
extended during the past year, the disasters upon previously out-
lying coasts have now to be included, and in part by the occurrence
of several gales of exceptional violence, which wrought unusual
damage to shipping, including one, referred to in another place,
which reached the fury of an actual hurricane. The same reasons gen-
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erally explain the increased loss of life of the past year, which, although
greater in the aggregate than that of any preceding year, is not, however,
greater in proportion to the number of casualties, and the number of
persons imperiled, in which relation it remains about the same. The
particular manner in which the loss of life occurred is given in detail
further on. It will be seen that of the 56 persons lost, 16 perished
unnecessarily by attempting to land without assistance from the shore;
19 by the immediate destruction of a vessel upon striking in the hurri-
cane above mentioned; 4 by being instantly swept off vessels upon
stranding; 5 before the life-saving crews, hastening to their aid, could
reach them ; 9 others during energetic operations for rescue; 1in attempt-
ing to swim back to the vessel after he had reached the shore; 1in a
necessary effort to gain the beach in the ship’s boat; and 1 by injuries
received, of which he died some hours after being landed.

The subjoined table gives a summary of results in the field of life-sav-
ing operations for the last eight years, the period since the introduction
of the present system.

GENERAL SUMMARY

Of disasters which have occurred within the scope of life-sarving operations, from November 1,
1871 (date of introduction of present system), to close of fiscal year ending June 30, 1879.*

Total number of disasters........ccoeiocime i it ieiaatcens 797
Total value of vessels ..cooeiceot iiimn it e it et caaana $10, 722,733
Total value of cargoes ....ce....coo..... e e e seee e aanan $5, 923, 294
Total value of property saved... ... ..o oieeen it iimniicanaanaaanas $9, 510, 408
Total value of property lost.......cocor iimear ceee i $7,099, 619
Total number of persons on vessels.......ccceeioeiiiitiiiennienannns 8,392
Total number of persons saved .........ceeeeeniomeaieiieceeiinnnnnn. 8,030
Total number of lives 108t ... . .ceeeeiiiiae i taeccecomnes caen 362t
Total number of persons sheltered ...... ... ... cccimeeneicaner annnn.n 1,753
Total number of days’ shelter afforded.... . ... ... ... ... . ... 4,790

LOSS OF LIFE.

The mortuary record of the year is happily undarkened by any fatality
of great magnitude like that of the Circassian, the Metropolis, or the Hu-
ron, and the individual groups of the lost are severally comparatively
small. Harrowing as each occasion has necessarily and, in some instan-

* It should be observed that the operations of the service during this period have
been limited as follows: Season of 1871-'72, to the coasts of Long Island and New Jer-
sey ; seasons of 1872-'74, to the coasts of Cape Cod, Long Island, and New Jersey;
season of 1874-'75, to the coasts of New England, Long Island, New Jersey, and coast
from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1875-'76, coasts of New England, Long
Island, New Jersey, coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, and coast from Cape
Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1876-'77, and since, all the foregoing, with the
addition of the eastern coast of Florida and portions of the Lake coasts.

tOne hundred and eighty-three of these were lost at the disasters of the steamers
Huron and Metropolis—in the case of the former when the stations were not open, and
in the latter when service was impeded by distance ; and fourteen others in the same.
year, owing to similar causes.

2L8
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ces, peculiarly been, the vastness of catastrophe has been spared, and
has not, as in the cases named, overshadowed the story of service or
failure on the part of the life-saving crews. What the latter have been
able or have failed to do in mitigation of the tragedy which all loss of
life at scenes of shipwreck must involve, will appear in the circum-
stantial narration of each disaster in its order as given below.

WRECK OF THE ALEXANDER NICKELS.

The first wreck of the year, involving loss of life, within the scope of
the operations of the service was that of the brig Alexander Nickels, of
~ New York, bound from Cienfuegos to Boston with a cargo of sugar, which
ran ashore in a violent tempest on September 7 at five o’clock in the even-
ing, a mile and a half south of New River, Florida, and about twenty-three
miles north of House of Refuge No. 5, Seventh District. It appears that
the gale was extremely violent in this locality. The beach was broken
‘through in five places by the sea, one of these being about a mile south
of the House of Retfuge. The surf was also very high, washing entirely
over the beach into the bush. For thesereasons the keeper was unable
" to make the search upon the coast for persons cast ashore, customary
with keepers of houses of refuge after storm, until the 10th of Septem-
ber, upon which date he sallied up the beach, and met the captain of
the wrecked brig, the second mate, and three colored sailors, these five
men being the survivors of the disaster. They were dreadfully ex-
hausted, having had nothing to eat since the evening of the wreck,
except some dead fish which had washed ashore, and which they had, of
course, devoured raw. One man was entirely without clothing, and the
others nearly so. The captain was very lame, and not able to walk by
himself, being-helped on by the others. The party had wandered over
eight miles from the spot where they had got ashore, and were so en-
feebled that it was with difficulty that the keeper got them to the station.
They had at first attempted to go to the northward, but after some travel
found the way impassible, and turning, proceeded in the opposite direc-
tion until they were come upon by the custodian of the House of Refuge.
To this asylum they were now conveyed by him, supplied with clothing,
and for seven days succored and cared for, at the expiration of which
. period they were furnished with two days’ rations, and left for Key
West.

From information given by the captain, it appears that after the brig
stranded, he, the second mate, and one of the men reached the shore
upon the top of the forward house, which was torn from the deck by
the seas. Another man was washed ashore, and one gained the beach
by swimming. These five were the persons saved. A sixth, the first
mate, perished when the brig first struck. He had got into a small boat,
which was launched immediately upon the stranding, and was engaged
in bailing it out with a bucket, when the boat capsized, righted with the
mate still in her, but instantly capsized again, broke loose, and was
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swept upon the beach, and the unfortunate man was never seen alive
again. His body was found several days after by the keeper of another
House of Refuge, No. 4, seventeen and a half miles from the wreck, and
nine miles above this station, and was buried by him. Two other men
belonging to the crew had been washed overboard and lost when the
vessel was at sea. ' '

WRECK OF THE SEVRE.

Next in the list of fatal disasters of which the service takes cogni-
zance, is the wreck of the French brig Sévre, bound from Tampico, Mex-
ico, to Havre, France, with a general cargo, and having on board a crew
of ten men, including the captain. The vessel was caught in a heavy
gale on the 6th of September, 1878, before which she ran until the 11th,
when she drove ashore and struck at three o’clock in the morning on thé
coast of Florida, 16 miles north of House of Refuge No. 1, Seventh Dis.
trict. The crew all swam ashore safely after the vessel struck, but one
man in attempting to swim back to the ship was drowned. - Eight of the
men were found by a man named Peter Wright, and conducted by him
to Titusville. The remaining man was found by the keeper of the House
of Refuge, far gone with hunger and thirst. He was taken to the station
and kept for ten days before he was fit to travel.

WRECK OF THE PEARL.

Six days later, on September 13, 1878, another life was lost from the
steamer Pearl, of Detroit, Mich. This vessel was moored inside the piers
of the harbor of Fairport, Lake Erie, during a northwest gale, which
became so violent, and raised such a sea in the harbor that, at eight
o’clock in the morning, two barges broke their moorings and drifted down
on to the Pearl, jostling her with such force that she parted her cables,
tore several piles out of the pier, and swept out into the lake where a
heavy sea was raging, and where in attempting to get back she went
ashore 160 rods east of the harbor. As the steamer drifted away, 20
of her crew of 26 leaped for the pier. Nineteen of them reached it
in safety, but one fell short and was drowned. The current in the river
was 8o strong that the crew of Station No. 7, Ninth District, composed
at that time of volunteers resident in the town, could not get across to
the station on the other side, and obtaining a yawl from one of the
barges, they pulled out to the stranded steamer and took off the 6 per-
sons left on board, one of whom was a woman.

WRECK OF THE A. 8. DAVIS.

The next fatal wreck of the year, relevant to the operations of the
service, was that of the stanch ship A. S. Davis, which took place in the
memorable gale of October 22 and 23, a mile and a half north of Life-
Saving Station No. 2, Sixth District, North Carolina. A brief reference
to this singular and terrible disaster was made in the last annual report,
and also to the storm in which it occurred; one which will long be re-
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membered in the middle region of the Atlantic seaboard, along which
its track was marked by peculiar havoe. Thirty churches and hundreds
of dwellings were unroofed or seriously injured in Philadelphia. In
Norfolk the ruin was serious. New York, Newport, Albany, Trenton,
and Baltimore suffered considerably, and all through New Jersey, Eastern
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, manufactories and
workshiops were destroyed, innumerable dwellings racked and over-
thrown, trees uprooted, and barns and out-buildings scattered. In some
localities farms and meadows were flooded and whole herds of animals
drowned by the rising of the waters. The ravage in Chesapeake Bay was
indescribable. Numbers of the truck and oyster boats were sunk or
stranded. One of the large bay steamers suffered theloss of 20 lives, swept
away by thesea. Inoneinstancethe galedrove aschooner fromn heranchor-
age sheer into the woods. Most of the coast islands were flooded or
submerged, to the great danger of their inhabitants and the destruction of
property. The fury of the tempest upon the open beaches may be readily
conceived. Many of the life-saving stations were damaged, and some
nearly destroyed. At one place the house was suddenly invaded by the
sea at two o’clock in the morning, and, as the doors of the boat-room
burst in under the rush of the flood, the crew escaped in the floated
surf-boat by rowing out through the portal, their heads nearly grazing
the lintel, while the building was ripped from its sills and whirled in-
land. Another neighborhood was submerged and the station torn from
its position. At still another, the sea burst through the station windows,
filling the house, from which the crew rowed out, as in the instance
previously cited, in the surf-boat. In many localities the beaches were
cloven through with new inlets, breaking up the beat of the patrols.
The oldest surfmen testify that in all their experience they never knew

. such a wind and sea. Five of the crew of Station No. 2, on the North
Carolina beaches, aver that, although they have lived all their lives on
this coast and have followed surf-fishing a great many years, they never
saw such a gale and+sea combined as raged on that night and morning.
Another deposes: ¢ The surf was the biggest I ever saw, and ran full
with the hills. I have been on this coast all my life and had to do with -
the surf since I was old enough, and I know I never saw such a night
«or such a surf before.”

The storm of which these witnesses speak began (October 22) with a
fresh wind and rain from the east. By sunset the wind had increased
to a strong gale, and the surf was raging. Even then the launch of a boat
would have been impossible. At eight o’clock,according to the register of
the Signal Service, the wind was blowing 25 miles an hour ; by eleven it
had increased to 44; at one o’clock it was driving at the rate of 50
miles; within the next hour, and up to two o’clock, it reached the fear-
ful height of 84. The surf was furiously spreading and leaping beyond
its usual limits, reaching the beach hills, which, in places, it rent and
tore away. Nothing living was abroad, except, here and there, miles

-
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apart, the solitary patrolmen staggering on through the utter darkness
in the forlorn effort to maintain their watch, drenched by the cataract of
rain, half suffocated by the blasts, and repeatedly and with violence
blown down. To breathe in this atmosphere was well-nigh impos-
sible. No eye could look to windward, for the flying sand. It was
in the height of all this fury that the A. S. Davis drove ashore.

The ship had sailed from Callao, Peru, on the 23d of July, for Hamp-
ton Roads, Va., with a cargo of guano. She was quite a large vessel,
her burden being 1,399 tons; was nearly new, her age being three
years,and was very strongly built. Of the twenty men on board, compris-
ing her captain and crew, her wreck left only one survivor, William H.
Minton. It is from him that the particulars of her loss are derived.
After the tempest began she sailed under only her upper canvas until
the wind blew a whole gale. By midnight her lower main-topsail, which
was new, was blown out of the bolt-ropes and the mizzen lower topsail
was taken in. Finally, with only her fore-topsail and fore-topmast stay-
sail set, she was racing through the darkness with headlong velocity,
amidst the roar of the hurricane, when suddenly, with a shivering
shock, she plunged aground. In a moment all was over with her.
“There was time for nothing after the ship struck,” says the witness,
‘“except for all hands to get into the rigging.” The unhappy men sprang
for the main and mizzen shrouds. At once, behind the vessel,
held by her bows as in a vice, the sea arose like a monntain and fell
down with a stunning crash upon the stern, which it stove in at one
blow, filling the vessel and sweeping over her from end to end. A few
moments of horrible confusion and uproar, and the ship was torn to
pieces. Those who saw the fragments marveled at a destruttion which
had been as utter as it had been speedy. ¢I visited the scene of the
wreck about sunrise on the morning of the 23d,” says the wreck com-
missioner of that region, “and could not conceive it possible that a
ship could be so completely broken up.” The surviving witness sets
the hour of the striking of the vessel at two o’clock. Little more than
an hour later the beach patrolman found her scattered in pieces for a
mile along the shore. In the utter gloom which enveloped the whole
scene of convulsion, no eye could have descried from the beach the brief
and dread dismemberment, nor, had an army of men been gathered
there. could any help have been afforded to either vessel or crew.
From one of those on board, the survivor, the sea tore all his cloth-
ing, save the fragment of a shirt, and threw him, bruised and bleeding,
upon the shore. Of the other nineteen men there were only found, within
forty hours later, the dead bodies of seveunteen, grotesquely clad in
tatters of their former garb, and horribly mangled by the wreckage.
They had voyaged for three months, and over ten thousand miles, to
perish within three hours’ sail of their haven.

In this long night of horror and catastrophe, the sturdy constancy
with which the patrolmen of the Life-Saving Service kept, or strove to
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.
keep, their watch along the whole extent of the tempest-shaken beaches,
is worthy of every admiration. This was the night following which a
station crew on the Virginia coast, putting out in the boat along the
flooded beach in search of a comrade who had not returned from his beat,
found him at length upon a point which had escaped subinersion, the sum-
mit of a beach hillock, where he lay prone, nearly dead, clinging to the
tufted ground, with the water, which had hunted him from place to
place for hours, all around him. On another beach the blast whipped
the lantern out of a patrolman’s hand, and blew the man over a sand-
bank several feet high. One of the surfmen states that ¢ it was all a
man could do to keep his feet, so powerful was the wind.”, Another,
that he “walked his beat with great difficulty; the night was intensely
dark and he could see nothing; the wind frequently almost took him
* off his feet.” It was under such conditions that the heroic watch was
maintained. At Station No. 2, Sixth District, the domain of the wreck
under notice, the first patrol, consisting of two men, one bound north and
one south, started out at sunset and got back at midnight, reporting,
in the words of Keeper Barco, that “it was a dreadful night for any
man to be on the beach.” The tempest was then mounting to its final
frenzy. Nevertheless, the second patrol, consisting of James Balass
and John T. Atwood, set out from the station. The beat of each was
half-way to the next house, a distance of five miles. James Balass took
the road to the south, and did not suceceed in returning to the station
until morning. He was pitched over three times by the wind, and
finally, as the hurricane increased, was compelled to lie down behind
the low breastwork of the beach hills, and await the abatement of the
gale. The other patrolman, John T. Atwood, took the northern beat,
and struggled valiantly forward, literally fighting his way over the
rough beach. It is probable that it was something after one o’clock
when he passed the point abreast of which, about forty minutes later,
the ship was destined to perish. She was at that moment flying toward
him from the sea to her doom. Had slie been then stranded, with the
surf rending her asunder, no sight nor sound of her presence could have
reached him in the darkness and the uproar of the wind and sea. He
struggled on, succeeding in making about four miles of his beat, when
the hurricane became irresistible and he could no longer stand. After
some time, in a partial lull, he set out on his return. The wind soon
veered from east to south-southeast, so that he had to face it directly,
and it blew with great violence, but the rain began to moderate, and,
as he testifies, ¢“it seemed to light up somewhat, so that I could see a
little.” Perhaps no words could better express than these the dreadful
obscurity through which the patrolman had hitherto groped his way.
He had traveled somewhat over a mile, when this livid light enabled
him to perceive picces of wreck of all sizes, washed up along his path
by the surf. They increased in quantity, until the beach became fairly
covered with broken planks and timnbers, in every variety of mutila-
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tion and fracture. These were to him the first tokens that a ship had
been wrecked near by. '

As soon as the patrolman saw the first pieces of wreckage, he began
to search carefully as he walked for whoever might have come ashore
with it, but found no one. Pursuing his way beyond the point where
the strew of débris ended, which was abreast of where the vessel had
run aground, he snddenly observed by the breaking daylight a track
of naked foot-prints in the sand, which he followed for about a hundred
yards, into the beach hills, alternately losing and finding them, until at
length they disappeared. As he went back to the beach he saw there
a naked man. It wasthe sailor Minton. He had glung to a piece of the
ship’s rail when she broke up, and had been flung with it, cut and badly
bruised, upon the shore. Not having been, fortunately, deprived of his
senses, and being without clothing and very cold, he had crawled up to
the sand-hills into which he burrowed up to his neck to keep warm, and
where he lay till daybreak. He had just got out ot his hole, and limped
down to the beach, when the patrolman saw him. As the latter ap-
proached, a young man, named Quidley, who had come down from
the neighborhood, as he expressed it, “to look around,” drew near
from another direction. Patrolman Atwood stripped off his oilskin trou-
sers and helped to put them on the unfortunate sailor; then leaving him
to. be conducted to the station by the youth, hurried on ahead to give
the alarm.

He arrived at the station by five o’clock, and reported the facts.
Keeper Barco, who had been awake all night, instantly set out with his
crew, and for three and a half miles searched the beach. The search
was not discontinued until October 25, resulting only in the recovery of
the bodies, as before described. It was plain that the only person spared
from the dreadful catastrophe was the seaman Minton. He remained at
the station for eight days, during which time his wounds and bruises
were dressed, and he was kept and succored.

Such was the wreck of the A. 8. Davis, as gathered from the official
investigation customary in such cases. It is evident that the sorrowful
loss of life involved could have been prevented by no human power.

WRECK OF THE H. F. POTTER.

On the New Jersey coast, as upon the North Carolina, the hurri-
cane, arriving a few hours later, was scarcely less awful. It is
~ perhaps noteworthy that upon this coast the weather of the day pre-

ceding (October 22) was clear and cool, with a light southwest wind.
By noon, however, it became slightly hazy, and there was a circle
around the sun. It was not until midnight that the storm began, with
a fresh east wind and squalls of rain. Before daybreak of October
23 it had become terrible, and the surf was tremendous. At five
o’clock in the morning, the crew of Station No. 36 (Fourth District),
walked in water. The storm-tide had invaded the house and was six
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inches deep on the lower floors. Presently the surf burst in a furious
flood through the windows, and wrenched the house from its underpin-
ning. Not knowing what would happen next, the endangered crew got
into the surf-boat, and rowed out of the station to the light-house, half
a mile away. By half-past eight o’clock the water had somewhat
abated, and the crew returned to the station. Shortly after, they dis-
covered the three-masted schooner H. F. Potter, of Middletown, Conn.,
bound from Fernandina, Fla., to New York, with a cargo of pine lum-
ber, ashore one mile south of Hereford Shoals, with the waves breaking
over her. An enormous sea was running, but the crew, as soon as pos-
sible, launched the syrf-boat, in a noble effort to reach the wreck. The
vessel lay 800 yards from the beach. With extreme difficulty and dan-
ger, the life-saving crew succeeded in. getting their boat through the
breakers, and had actually managed to make 400 yards of the distance,
when a great wave filled the boat to the thwarts and they were forced
to. put back to the shore.

Another attempt was made shortly afterward, but failed, owing to the
heavy sea and the dangerous masses of wreckage continually thrown off
from the disintegrating vessel. Finally, after a desperate and obstinate
effort, attended with great peril, Keeper Maurice Cresse and his men
succeeded in getting their boat to the wreck, and took off the four survi-
vors of a crew of six, whom they bronght safely to shore. The other two
men had been washed from the rigging and drowned. The men saved
were kept and cared for at the station for four days.

WRECK OF THE SARAH CLARK.

A schooner of 163 tons, the Sarah Clark, of Greenport, Long Island,
N. Y., bound from Jacksonville, Fla., to New York, with a deck-load of
heart -pine lumber, and a crew of s1x men, was at sea laboring heavily
in this gale of October 23, with the water perpetually sweeping over her,
when, at five o’clock in the morning, the fore-hatch was washed off and
the vessel began to fill. An attempt was made to put her before the
wind, in order to get a chance to batten down the hatch, through which
the flood was pouring, when her deck-load of lumber broke loose, tum-
bling in all directions, and the crew fled aft for theirlives. The schooner
was soon filled through the open hatches, became water-logged and un-
manageable, and rolled over upon her beam-ends. The shock of the cap-
size threw the mate overboard, and he was drowned. Soon after a piece
of timber struck a sailor, killing him and knocking him into the sea-
At length, in the violent rolling of the hull the masts broke off and the
vessel righted. Land was made soon afterward, and the schooner, with
four men still clinging to her, was tossed shoreward, and at half past
seven o’clock in the morning stranded one mile east of Life-Saving Sta-
tion No. 31, Fourth District, New Jersey. She was soon discovered by
one of the indomitable patrolmen. He could not get sufficiently near
her to make out her condition, the tide and surt being all over the beach,
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but he hurried back to the station, from whence all hands at once started
for the wreck. At first sight it was thought that every one on the
schooner had been washed off, but soon a man was descried on board,
and active preparations were made for the rescue. The wind was so
violent, and the surf ran so high, that it was thought best to use the
wreck-gun and take the men off the vessel by the breeches-buoy, but
when, after terrible exertion the life-saving crew had dragged the ord-
nance and its appurtenances through the slushy sand and against the
resisting gale to the scene of action, it was found impracticable to get
within firing range of the wreck on account of the surf, which ran riot
all over the beach up to the hills. Despite their fatigue, and the un-
certainty of being able to effect a launch, the life-saving men ran back
to th station for the surf-boat. To prevent it from being blown away,
so great was the stress of the wind, they lashed the boat to its carriage,
and, after a severe tug, arrived, abreast of the wreck.

The perilous and difficult maneuvers incident to carrying the boat
through the frightful ranks of breakers were then entered upon. It was
half past seven o’clock when the stranded hulk was discovered, and
such was the alacrity with which the life-saving crew labored, that, not-
withstanding all the obstacles thrown in their way by the tempest, by
half past nine o’clock they had boarded the wreck and taken off the
four surviving men, whom they brought safely on shore. The men
rescued were all badly bruised and crippled by the floating lumber and
débris tossing about them on the vessel. They were carried to the sta-
tion, provided with dry clothing, and made as comfortable as possible.
It was necessary for three of them, the steward and two seamen, to
remain for twelve days, when, as Keeper Stites says in his report, in
words simple and a little quaint, ¢ they left the station, expressing their
feelings and thanks to us for the kindness and attention shown them,
and departed, apparently feeling very sad, to their homes.” The fourth
man, the captain, remained five days longer.

WRECK OF THE L. C. WOODRUFF.

The services often rendered by the volunteer life-boat crews upon the
Lakes during the past year were in every respect admirable, astheir rec-
ord, contained in another part of this report, shows only tooinadequately.
More praiseworthy even than their feats in saving life and property at
wrecks, was their voluntary assumption of patrol duty, under the most
forbidding circumstances, at seasons when tempests menaced the ship-
ping of those waters. It will be remembered that this guardianship is
only required of regular life-saving crews, the volunteer life-boat crews
appearing at call simply upon occasions for rescue. Nevertheless when
storms gathered upon their coasts, these men, in a number of instances,
without the slightest remuneration, assemmbled and kept vigilant watch
night and day upon the beaches and piers, dividing their little bands
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into reliefs for the more thorough performance of the task so generously
-assumed.

Among these crews, credit is due the men of Life-Boat Station No. 9,
Eleventh District, Grand Haven, Mich., who during a large part of
October and November (1878), when the lake was swept by a succession
of westerly gales, were on the alert, at one time patrolling beach and
piers for two weeks without intermission, half the number alternating
with the other half by night hourly. For most of this period, it was
impossible to go upon the north pier at Grand Haven without being
soaked to the skin by the spray and sea which constantly dashed over
it. There was no fire in the boat-house, where for the whole fort-
night, the men were always in attendance, save when half their number
were out on the tramp in the wind and rain, or the odd moments when
the remainder could get a chance to run home for something to eat, or
to change their wet clothing. Eleven disasters took place during this
time at the port, nine of the vessels being driven ashore. '

The heroic efforts of the station crew had their culmination on Novem-
ber 1, a day in which they gave aid and succor to five wrecks, and res-
cued 29 persons. One of these wrecks, unhappily the occasion for a
series of untoward accidents in regard to life-saving endeavor, was that
of the bark L. C. Woodruft.

On the 31st of October this.vessel was at anchor in Lake Michigan,
off White Lake, a body of water making inland therefrom. The eve-
ning previous all her sails, except her main staysail, had been carried
away in a northwest blow, together with her jibboom, foretop-mast,
and mizzen mast; the latter, however, still held upright by the rigging.
About midnight of the 31st, the wind began to blow from the south-
west, and the vessel so dragged her anchors toward shore, that by four
o’clock in the morning of November 1, her stern was in the cuter break-
ers. Here she held until daylight, when she began to drag again,
and by eight o’clock in the morning, she fetched up on a barin 13
feet of water, when her mizzen mast went over the side. At nine
o’clock the gale had grown so violent, that the crew of the vessel were
obliged to take to the forerigging, the decks being swept by furious
seas, and the situation had become alarming.

The position of the bark was half a mile north of the piers at the en-
trance to White Lake, and opposite a saw-mill, in front of which, pro-
.truding upon the water, was an ugly bank 12 feet high, consisting of
slabs, edgings, and refuse stuff, the whole being covered with sawdust.
The ends of the edgings bristled out all over the bank, Between the
bank and the vessel was an old sunken wreck, an obstruction increased
by an accumulation of refuse stuff from the saw-mill. Within a hundred -
yards was a beach of sand, on which and on the bank an excited crowd
of spectators had gathered from the neighborhood, and from ten to
twelve vessels windbound in White Lake. The captains and men of
these vessels made repeated attempts to launch from the beach a yawl’
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belonging to the schooner Ellen Ellinwood, and go out to the relief of
the crew of the Woodruff, but the boat was swamped at every effort.
Finally, at about nine o’clock in the morning, it was decided to telegraph
from Whitehall, at the head of White Lake, to Grand Haven, for the
assistance of the life-boat crew.

The telegram arrived about eleven o’clock, and by noon Keeper Con-
nell, of Station No. 9, with a crew of four men, all that could be spared
from wreck service then requisite at Grand Haven, started for the res-
cue by special train, taking with him the wreck ordnance and life-car.
The distance was 42 miles, the route taken being by the train to White-
hall, where the life-boat crew, with their apparatus, were transferred
to a tugboat, which carried them across the inland waters of White
Lake to the scene of the wreck, at which they arrived by two o’clock in
the afternoon.

The vessel lay within 150 yards of the shore, with a terrible running
sea breaking over her, and her crew of ten men up in the fore-rigging,
under the eyes of the throng on land. Keeper Connell planted the
wreck-gun on the bank, and at the first shot sent a line over the vessel
Jjust abaft of the main rigging. A tail-block with a one and a half inch
double line was next bent on the shot-line, and the men on the wreck
began hauling it off. An awful sea was then breaking against the bank
and a strong current parallel with the shore was running rapidly. This
current caused one part of the whip-line to sag to leeward, and when the
tail-block at the end was about 40 yards from shore, the line unfortunately
became entangled in the sunken wreck, while at the same time another
part of it fouled in the jagged chevaux-de-frise of the protruding edgings.
While an effort was made to clear the line, the hauling on the wreck con-
tinued, and the shot-line parted. In the midst of a scene of intense
excitement and confusion on the part of the spectators, the whip-line
was hauled in by the life-boat crew, and operations were recommenced.

The second shot fell short, the line being wet; but a third, carrying a
dry line, was successful, and the line was seized by the men in the rigging.
The keeper, in view of the experience of the former trial, judiciously de-
termined to now send out the tail-block with a single part of the whip-
line rove through it, having a bowline in the end, to which another shot-
line was bent on for the purpose of hauling the end of the whip through
the block back to shore after the block should be secured to the wreck.
The tail-block reached the wreck, and was made fast, but unluckily in
hauling the end of the whip-line ashore the shot-line fouled in a sunken
obstruction. In the midstof an attempt to set it free, the excited crowd
insisted, despite remonstrance, upon a volunteer attempt to reach the
wreck by working out the yawl, attached by a painter to the whip-line
suspended between the wreck and the shore, an attempt which resulted in
the boat being capsized, and the five volunteers who had undertaken to
haul themselves outin this way being thrown into the water, from whence
they were rescued with great difficulty, but fortunately without loss.
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The efforts of the keeper and crew, impeded by these accidents and
interruptions, had up to this time resulted only in getting a single rope
stretched between the wreck and the shore, and it was now beginning
to grow dark. In his sworn testimony, obtained in the official investi-
gation of this disaster, the keeper, sustained by the testimony of his
crew, states that at this point he proceeded to make ready the life-car,
with the intention of having it hauled out to the wreck by the suspended
whip-line in the hands of the men on board, arriving at which it could
be drawn back by those on shore. Had this maneuver been executed,
there is no doubt that all on board could have been quickly and easily
landed. Itappears, however, that the captain and some of the men on the
wreck, despairing, in the growing darkness, of help from the shore, and
unaware of any further attempt being made for their relief, had resolved,
at this stage, to endeavor to work themselves along the whip-line toland,
and the keeper while engaged, as he states, at the life-car, looking up
as he heard a shout from the crowd, saw four of the men from the
‘Woodruff in the water making their way along the rope. He at once
rushed for the shore end of the whip-line, but at least fifty excited men
had hold of it, and without listening or heeding, possessed with the one
thought of dragging the sailors to land, they ran pell-mell up the bank,
straining the line until it snapped near the tail-block on the wreck,
thus severing the connection which had been affected with so much
difficulty, and continued their headlong course, hauling the four sailors
rapidly through and beneath the water until the capsized yawl, still
attached to the whip-line, was reached, when boat and men came all
together, over and under, in a terrible manner, to the shore. The cap-
tain, when the yawl was reached, had contrived to seize and hold on
to it, and came in scathless, but the three men were perfectly insen-
sible when jerked up the bank from the sea, not only being nearly drowned
by their sub-marine transit, but having suffered from the severe pounding
of the boat, as it thrashed and tumbled with them through the water.
The keeper at once went to work and succeeded in restoring them to
consciousness by the practice of the method of resuscitation in use by
the service, but one of them, the mate, died subsequently from his in-
juries.

The mainmast of the vessel now went over the side, and her stern be-
gan to break up. All connection with the shore being severed, the six
men remaining on the wreck hastily made rafts of the floating deck
planks, on which they endeavored to land. One sank and was drowned
about 100 feet from the vessel. One came ashore safely a mile and a
half up the beach, and another two miles and a half. Two others got
to the bank abreast of the wreck. The sixth man perished obscurely,
not having even been seen to leave the vessel. Thus of the ten men
on board, two were drowned and one died of injuries incident to his
rescue.

The result must be deeply regretted; yet it is difficult to see how it
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could have been otherwise. The recital of the disaster afforded by
the evidence shows that the keeper and his men were victims of a
series of adverse circumstances, which appear to have been incapable
of mastery, and which baffled measures certainly well taken for the de-
liverance of those on board the vessel.

WRECK OF THE AUSTRALIA.

‘While Keeper Connell and four of his men were preparing to depart
to the wreck of the L. C. Woodruff, the schooner Australia, of Muske-
gon, Mich., laden with lamber and with eight men on board, while en-
deavoring to make the entrance between the piers at Grand Haven,
which is about 400 feet wide, missed, by the strong current drifting her
to leeward, and struck the north pier heavily with her bow, which was
stove in. There was a southwest gale raging with a heavy sea, and the
schooner, with her sails on her, continued to thump along the end of the
pier, with a torrent of water flying over her. During these collisions,
one of her crew jumped safely on to the pier, but another, in attempting
to follow him, was swept overboard by a heavy sea, and after a mo-
mentary struggle was ingulfed and lost. The schooner presently cleared
the end of the pier and worked up within about 20 feet alongside, where
she grounded. The life-boat crew were promptly on the pier, and throw-
ing heaving-lines to her, made her fast, thus preventing her from swing-
ing broadside to, when she would have been thrown into the trough
of the sea, whose billows would have brokeun over her. By the aid of
their heaving-lines, they then drew planks from the deck load of the
vessel to the pier, forming a dangerous gangway, across which, however,
steadied by lines, the six men remaining on board were led in safety.
The rescue was effected by noon.

The remnant of the life-boat crew, under the command of Surfman
John De Young, subsequently, on the same day, saved eight persons .
from the schooner America and eight from the schooner Montpelier in
the life-boat; and by getting a line to the schooner Elvina, which they
did by wading out into the breakers, made her fast, and prevented the
damage which would have resulted from her swinging, as she then was,
against another vessel’s bow in the storm.

WRECK OF THE JAMES A. POTTER.

The wreck nex{ in order, whereby life was lost, within the scope of life-
saving operations, was that of the three-masted schooner James A. Pot-
ter, on the coast of Long Island, which occurred at four o’clock in the
morning of December 22, 1878, three-quarters of a mile east of Station
No. 10, Third District. The vessel was loaded with lumber, and bound
from Pensacola for Boston, with a crew of eight men, including the
captain. Upon approaching the coast a strong current carried her out
of her course, and she struck upon a bar 125 yards from shore. Although
the weather was clear, there was a heavy sea running, which at once
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~made a clean breach over the vessel, and her crew were forced to take to
the rigging for safety. The beach was so flooded by the surf, which ran
in many places sheer to the hills, that the patrolmen were at times forced
to leave it, and make their way by long detours around submerged places
and broad sluices to regain their beat. In this way, when within half a
mile of the wreck, on his way back to the station, the patrolman of the
eastern beat, meetmg with a deep stream pouring from the beach hills,
was obliged to go around a mile before he could come back upon the
beach, so that he did not discover the wreck until about six o'clock,
when he came within sight of it nearly simultaneously with another
patrolman, who had meanwhile started from the station in the same
direction.

The news of the wreck was soon brought by these men to the station,
and shortly after the whole crew were on their way to the scene with a
teamn which the keeper had procured to haul the surf-boat on its wagon,
while the men propelled the wreck-gun and its appurtenances in the
station handecart. The journey was extremely difficult, on account of
the flooded condition of the beach and the frequent quicksand, and
after their arrival the crew were surrounded a number of times with

- water during the operation of getting a line to the vessel.

At the first shot the line fell over the topmast stays, and shortly
afterward the men on board were safely landed by the breeches-buoy.
In the words of the captain of the vessel, ¢ the work was well done and
done quickly.,” The men were badly bruised and one cut in the face
by wreckage from the vessel, which soon becawne a total wreck. They
~ were taken to the station, where their wounds and bruises were dressed
and they were succored for four days. The loss of life involved in this
disaster was that of a single seaman, who was swept overboard immedi-
ately after the vessel struck.

WRECK OF THE DAVID H. TOLCK.

The saddest shipwreck of the year was that of the David H. Tolck,
involving as it did the loss of five lives, although six were saved, and
riveting the attention of the country for many days by the circumstance
of the rescue of a little child on board whose parents perished.

The vessel was a three-masted schooner of 445 tons, bound from Sagua
la Grande, Cuba, for New York, with a cargo of sugar. She stranded
on the bar off Long Beach, New Jersey, at three o’clock in the morning
of February 26, 1879, havmg on board eleven persons. These were a
crew of eight men; the captain, Irving E. Sawyer; his wife, Mrs. Ida
Sawyer; and their little girl, Genevra, eighteen months old.

At first sight, as the vessel struck within 200 yards of the beach, and
only half a mile from the nearest life-saving station, it would seem to have
been, despite the heavy surf then prevailing, a comparatively easy task
to have saved every one on board by the life-lines, all the more that the
weather was not particularly stormy. There were, moreover, three life-
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saving crews upon the beach during the progress of operations, com-
prising in their number surfmen of unquestionable experience and
ablhty, and among the fifty spectators present there were experts whose
names upon the coast are certificates of professional skill in dealing with
the sea,and whose advice and suggestions were available. There appears
to have been no disposition tospare effort, nor were constancy and heroism
wanting, yet the bitter endeavor at rescue lasted a whole day and was
half batfled, when upon similar occasions, and under apparently worse
conditions, deliverance has been the work of an hour; and five persons
perished whom at dawn there was every apparent reason to think would
soon be safely drawn to land. :

At the time it was freely charged that the stranding of the vessel was
due to the captain’s mistaking a patrolman’s lantern for Barnegat Light
and steering his course accordingly. This, however, was not the case,
as the evidence taken in the course of the official investigation which
followed the wreck clearly established. The light referred to was seen
by the captain when he must have been about four miles from shore,
and that he could have confounded the lofty brilliance of Barnegat,
which is a flash-light bursting out every ten seconds frown the summit
of a tower 165 feet high, with the twinkle of a lantern creeping
along the low beach in the hand of a watchman, is a patent absurdity.
The evidence indicates that the captain, when about four miles from
land, supposing himself to be about seventeen, mistook the Tucker’'s
Beach flash-light for that of Barnegat, and, therefore, changed his
course too soon. Even then, however, his error would not have proved
fatal had soundings been regularly taken as they should have been
when approaching so near the land ; but the evidence of the surviving
officers shows that the lead had not been hove since the previous fore-
noon. Consequently, the rapid shoaling of the water was not detected,
and the first intimation of peril was received when the vessel, run-
ning before the wind under all sail, at the rate of eight knots an hour,
struck with a crash, hard and fast aground and the rough seas at once
began to break over her from end to end.

The misfortunes which give an air of fatality to this shipwreck seem:
tohave begun with the very beginning of the nrovement for rescue. The
patrolman of Life-saving Station No. 19 was on the beach nearly abreast
of the vessel as she came on an oblique course toward the land, and
although it was very dark he saw her running lights, and, understanding
her peril, swung his lantern, the instinctive danger-signal practiced by
beachmen. The startled haste with which he did this put out the light.
In an instant he snatched a Coston signal from his haversack, thrust it
into the holder, and struck the plunger, which, by percussion, ignites
the cartridge. But in the hurry, induced by his sense of the immediate
necessity of warning the vessel to tack and stand away from the shore,
he had failed to securely fasten the cartridge in the clamp of the holder,
and as it blazed up it flew from the socket under the stroke of the
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plunger, and fell upon the beach, where it was at once quenched by an
incoming wave. The accident was of little consequence, for the momen-
tary signal was 'seen on board the vessel; too late, however, for at the
same instant she struck. The patrolma.n at once ran for the station and
roused the crew.

In the mean time an attempt was made on board the vessel to back
her off with the foresail, but before long the sailors felt the bottom
crushing in beneath their feet and gave up the endeavor. The pumps
showed 19 inches of water in the hold. All sail was taken in, and the
crew waited patiently until daylight. For a while the captain, who had
been ill for several days,remained in the cabin with his wife and child, but,
as it soon filled with water, they removed to the cabin-top,about three feet
above the deck, where they stood with the first and second mate, while
the sailors were grouped on the top of the forward house. The decks
below them were flooded every instant by the seas whick broke over the
stern, washmg about all movable articles. The ship’s boat, which had
lain on deck across the main hatch, was smashed to pieces. Every one
on board was drenched by the ﬂying water, except the baby, whom the
first mate held carefully wrapped up in his arms.

~ Meanwhile the crew of Station No. 19, roused by the patrolman, had
hurried from the station, under the command of Keeper B. F. Martin,
dragging the boat on its carriage. The vessel could be just seen, like
a sort of shadow, through the smoky darkness, not plainly enough to
distinguish her rig, nor her condition in the water. The first intention
was to go out to her in the boat, but, although the tide was low, the surf
on the beach was so bad that the keeper determined to attempt the rescue
by the breeches-buoy, which, with the wreck-gun and lines, was accord-
ingly brought from the station. Operations by these means were neces-
sarily delayed until daylight should disclose the situation and condition
- of the vessel, the life-saving crew busying themselves meanwhile in
planting the sand-anchor and getting the gear in readiness for action. -
The light of dawn showed the position of the schooner; the gun
was at once placed, and the first shot fired. The shot fell short,
but a second was successful, and carried the line attached over the
wreck between the main-and mizzen masts, where it was caught by
the sailors. By this time the rapidly swelling tide increased the seas,
the violence of which began to break up the vessel about the decks, and
forced the ship’s company to take to the rigging, with the shot-line in
their hands. It was another misfortune that they chose for their posi-
tion the main and mizzen rigging, because it placed them farther from
the shore and less accessible to the life-saving crew, besides putting
them in the very quarter where the seas, tumbling in enormous volumes
over the stern, made it most difficult, if not impossible, to reach them
by the boat, should boat-service in any subsidence of the swollen water,
become feasible. The choice was, however, dictated by consideration
for the captain’s wife and child, who, having been with him on the
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top of the cabin, could most easily gain the mizzen ratlines. The fore-
mast was also working badly in its step, and seemed to be in danger
of falling. Another unfortunate impedimment was the fact that the
position of the sailors up in the rigging, balanced on their frail foothold
of rope, made it impracticable for more than two to haul upon the
shot-line at a time, and greatly diminished the force of the hauling.
To add to their difficulties, the seas came with such tremendous
fury and washed so high as to frequently carry the men on the rat-

lines off their feet and straighten them out almnost horizontally, while
they clung by their hands. The sufficiently terrible labors lmposed by
these conditions were further increased by the shot-line having to be
hauled, together with the 1}-inch whip-line with its block which the
life-saving crew had now bent on to it, through a lateral current be-
tween the wreck and the shore, rushing with a velocity equal to the speed
of a running man, which carried the lines,as they were paid out from
the shore, far to the northward of the vessel, and by thus obliging a
greater quantity to be let go from the .land, augmented the weight to a
degree that made it almost impossible for the unfortunate men on board
to haul. Between eight and nine o’clock the keeper and crew of Life-
Saving Station No. 18 arrived upon the scene, and assisted the crew of
Station No. 19 in their efforts to aid the sailors in getting the whip line
to the vessel, which was done by walking to windward with the gathered-
up slack of the line, and suddenly letting it go—a maneuver which en-
abled those on board to haul in a few fathoms before the current carried
the line again past the vessel. Shortly after the arrival of this crew,
and in the midst of these efforts, the shot-line, which was of the best
quality, perfectly new, with a tensile strength of 624 pounds, suddenly
parted, sundered doubtless by some of the wreckage perpetually thrown
off by the ship and swept along in the current. Thus, in 2 moment, the
labor of several hours was lost, and the whole had to be begun anew.

The scene at this time was dreadful. About 200 yards from the
beach, disclosed by the clear light of day, in the great expanse of
stormy water, the vessel lay careened, stern to the sea; her lower part,
except the starboard waist, bowsprit, and jibboom completely smothered
up in raging surf; empty hogsheads continually coming out of her; her
masts and yards aslant, standing away from the riot of breakers below;
and ten dark figures scattered about up in the main and mizzen ratlines,
some moving, others in quietude, lashed to the rigging. One of these
figures held something like a bundle. It was the mate, with the baby
in his arms. Near by, bound upnght on the cross-work of the ratlines,
was the mother. Forty or fifty spectators watched this spectacle from
the shore.

As soon as the shot-line parted, the life-saving crews hauled back the
whip-line attached thereto. It came ashore so terribly kinked and
snarled that it took a long time to straighten it. As it was clear that
the men on the wreck were unable to haul out the whip-line double,

3LS
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it was determined to unreeve it from the tail-block and send it out
single and without incummbrance. At the time severe censure was
cast upon the life-saving men for not sending out the tail-block, but
this was omitted only after experience had shown that it was useless
to endeavor to send out the double line, to which it is an adjunct,
in the enfeebled condition of the men on the wreck. Nevertheless, it
must be said that the single line might have been passed through the
block, with a bow-line in its end and a shot line attached thereto, to en-
able the life-saving men to haul it back to the shore, as was done at the
wreck of the Woodruff, by Keeper Connell. In this way, and, indeed, in
other ways, the tail;block might have been sent out, and the usual double
hauling-line established, relieving the sailors of any share in the labor of
rescue beyond the pulling out of the single line and securing the block.
The idea, however, does not appear to have occurred to the surfmen
present, nor to have been suggested by any of the experienced wreckers
on the spot as spectators. Had this plan been thought of and carried
into execution the result of the wreck might probably have been mate-
rially changed.

The necessary preparations having been made, another shot was fired,
which missed, but the one following fell near the mizzen-rigging, and
the line it carried was secured by the sailors. The single 13-inch line
was then bent on to it, and, after laborious effort on the part of the poor
men in the rigging, was got on board about one o’clock, and made fast
to the mizzen mast-head, on the starboard or northerly side of the
vessel.

Line communication was now at length established, and the breeches-
buoy was being rigged on for the first transit, when one of the sailors,
named Henry Johnson, became exhausted and fell in an unconscious
state into the sea. . His loss greatly shocked the captain, who was
lashed to the rigging, and Mrs. Sawyer was almost paralyzed by the
.spectacle. '

This catastrophe wasimmediately succeeded by the first rescue. The
‘breeches-buoy, with a bight of the shot-line by which the single part
of the whip-line had been drawn to the vessel attached to it as a
hauling-line, was pulled out to the wreck by those on board. It was
agreed that the second mate, Emanuel Clausen, should make the
endeavor to save the child first of all. For this purpose, holding the
baby in his arms, he took his seat in the buoy, suspended on the traveler-
rope by its pulley-block above the breakers. At a signal the life-
saving crews pulled away at their end of the hauling-line, and the
two began their fearful journey. They had been drawn about midway
when the part of the hauling-line on board the vessel became entangled
in the wreckage of the spanker-boom and could not be cleared by the
men in the cross-trees. It was a moment of supreme horror. The buoy
was held to the wreck by the entangled line, and the baby and her
protector were stopped in the midst of the surf, half-way between ship
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and shore. In this terrible exigency the life-saving crews did the only
thing that could be done—they ran up the beach in mass, hauling with
all their strength, with the design of either clearing or breaking the
line. If the line broke between the shore and the buoy, the infant and
the man would still remain where they were and be quickly drowned
in the torrents of the-breakers. The suspense was short, for presently,
by good fortune, the violent strain broke the line between them and the
wreck, leaving the buoy free to come in. In an instant it was run
through the surf to the beach, and the poor baby and the mate were
seized, lifted out of the buoy, and carried with shouts of exultation to
a wagon near by, which rattled away with them to a place of succor
half a mile distant. .

The excitement of the first rescue at once gave place to the contempla-
tion of the seriousness of the situation of those remaining in the rigging
of the wreck. The traveler-rope alone stretched between the beach
and the mizzen head, and the necessitated breaking of the hauling-line
for the deliverance of the couple just saved left the life-saving crew
without immediate means of again sending off the breeches-buoy. A
hasty consultation was held, and it was resolved to try to reach the
wreck with the boat. The step was desperate and involved extreme
danger. The sea had swollen tremendously, and such enormous
breakers were tumbling over the nearly submerged hull that there was
no more at least than a possibility that a boat might be able to live
alongside, even if it survived the attempt to leave the beach; while
should it prove to be feasible to maintain a position near the masses of
surf which incessantly broke over the miserable wreck, there was still
the terrible problem how the people were to be got down and across
them into the boat. The stake, therefore, rested upon the barest chance,
but it was resolved to stand the hazard. A picked crew was selected
from the men of both stations, Keeper Grimm of No. 18 taking the stroke-
oar; Keeper Martin of No. 19 took off his boots and coat, and seized the
steering-oar; and the perilous launch was made. The boat went oft
gallantly until it reached the fierce current which set between ship and
shore, when, despite the utmost strength of. the oarsmen, it was swept
far northward of the vessel, and the baffled crew were forced to regain
the beach. Another launch was at once made, the point of depart-
ure being taken further down the beach, to allow for the stress of
the current, and the oarsmen exerted themselves to the utmost. They
succeeded in nearly reaching the bar on which the vessel lay, when a
heavy sea struck the boat, throwing one man from his thwart, bruising
the wrist of another, and knocking the keeper overboard. He caught
as he went at the gunwale, which he seized, still retaining his steering-
oar, and was dragged back into the boat by the powerful arm of Keeper
Grimm. The boat meanwhile lost way, and was in the fatal current.
Again baffled, the discomfited crew had to make the shore. '

The failure with the boat caused those upon the wreck to begin to lose
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hope. The sick captain and his wife had meanwhile become insensible,
and within an hour later they both died, lashed to the rigging.

It was now about four o’clock in the afternoon. As soon as the second
attempt with the boat had failed, the station-men endeavored to re-estab-
lish the means of transit from the wreck by supplying the sailors in the
cross-trees with a hauling-line. The Lyle gun was again fired, and threw
a shot-line on to the vessel, but it could not be reached by the men.
Another expedient was then resorted to. Keeper Martin waded out
as far as possible into the surf and bent on a shot-line to the 13-inch
rope, which was still stretched from the mizzen head of the wreck to
the beach, where it was held by a sand-anchor. The rope was then
slacked from the sand-anchor, and, at a signal, hauled in by the sailors
until the shot-line attached to it was in their hands. The breeches-buoy
was then run on to the standing-rope, ready to be worked to and fro by
the newly extended shot-line, and the standing-rope again secured to
the beach by the sand anchor. These operations were assisted in by
Keeper Ridgway, of No. 17, and four of his crew, who had arrived upon
the beach near sundown. Darkness had now set in and rain began to
fall. With the exception of two-or three persons, all the spectators left
the beach, which was thus nearly abandoned to the members of the
three life-saving crews, some of whom kept a bright fire burning to en-
courage the sailors, while the others assisted in getting off the breeches-
buoy to the wreck, which was now undistinguishable. The intensity of
the darkness made the work slow, but two trips were made by the buoy
from the vessel, each bringing in safely two men. One of this quartette
was the mate, from whoin the life-saving crews learned that the captain
and his wife were dead in the rigging, he having examined them some
time before. There were, therefore, left upon the wreck only two living
persons, Frank June and Richard Gordon. They had been all day the
most hopeful and active men on board, and had agreed to leave the ves-
sel last. The buov was hauled out by them, and soon their voices were
heard in the darkness, calling to the crews to haul away. They came
rapidly in, the standing-line swaying in the surf with their weight, when
suddenly the buoy was felt to stop as though the hauling-line was slowly
twining around some part of the wreck. It came on again a few feet by
jerks and finally stopped altogether. The unfortunate men had unae-
countably neglected to cast oft or cut the line behind them before leav-
ing the vessel. Knowing that they could not long remain in the buoy,
with the surf overwhelming them every instant, the station-men kept up
a steady strain upon the shore-line, hoping to make the outer line, which
had fouled in the wreck, give way. The last stroke of misfortune was
now dealt, for it was the line they held that broke, and the hapless men
were soon torn from the buoy by the breakers and drowned. Their
bruised and disfigured bodies were cast up by the surf the next day,
several miles north of the place where they met their doom. The body
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of the man who fell from the rigging at noon came on shore at the sam
time. :

Nothing living was now left upon the wreck, and in the late darkness
the labors of the station crews ended. The next day, under the lead of
Keeper Grimm, they went out in the boat, and brought the bodies of
Captain Sawyer and his wife ashore.

The foregoing is a candid and impartial account of all the essential
circumstances of this melancholy shipwreck. The protracted toil and
endeavor of the life-saving crews resulted in the rescue of six persons.
Five, however, were lost, and in the official investigation which followed,
it became necessary to determine whether this loss was chargeable to
any defect of conduct on the part of Keeper Martin, who was in com-
mand and responsible for all operations at the wreck. It is evident
from the recital that the slow process of hauling the lines on board the
vessel consequent upon the strength of the current and the inconven-
ient position of the sailors in the rigging, and the repeated severance
of the hauling-lines by their fouling with wreck and wreckage, caused
hinderances and disasters in the progress of operations which cannot
be imputed to the keeper in charge. Persistent effort and heroic and
even desperate courage, mark, at different stages, his conduct upon
the occasion: Whether he showed as much skill as he unquestionably
did bravery in the two abortive efforts he made to reach the vessel with
the surf-boat is a question upon which the experts present disagree. By
some it was roundly asserted, as appears in the testimony procured by
the investigation, that the swollen surf and rushing current made the
task impossible, and that even if the boat could have been maneuvered
or forced through such a sea, the breakers pouring over the wreck would
have barred close approach to her imperiled company, already inac-
cessible by their position in the after-rigging. On the other hand, some
experts declared, without, however, impugning the courage of the effort
made, that it failed from lack of ability, and were confident that they
personally could have taken out a boat to the wreck and effected a
rescue. Their declarations must be received with the reflection that
none of them made the attempt, although the opportunity was open,
and the lives of the people on board trembled in the balance. The
situation as regards boat service is perhaps summed up in the dry lan-
guage of a prominent witness, ¢ Outside of the crews of the stations,
I saw none that were at all anxious to go.” It was charged at the time
that there were men upon the beach who were willing to take out the
boat to the vessel, and were prevented, owing to an alleged rule of the
service forbidding the use of the boats by volunteers. Nothing of the
kind is true. There is no rule of the service forbidding any of its appa-
ratus trom being used to save life, in the absence or defect of regular
effort. So far is this charge from being well founded, that the evidence
taken at the investigation shows explicitly that the boat was offered to
the most experienced surfman among the spectators on the beach, with

°
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the proposition to make the attempt to reach the vessel, and was
peremptorily declined, although the human life on board was then at
the highest point of agonized hazard, and no expert of .true manliness
could have shrunk from the endeavor to rescue, save from the convie-
tion of its utter impossibility. That rescue by the boat was at that
time impossible there is little room to deubt; but, although it may be
conceded that Keeper Martin’s failure in this effort was not due to lack
of skill, when no skill could probably have availed, it is still a question
whether his management of the boat upon this occasion was such as to
leave no doubt of his mastership as a surfman. This question the evi-
dence fails to satisfactorily settle, and the officer who conducted the
investigation was compelled to incline to an adverse opinion. It is
plain that any uncertainty in regard to the ability of a keeper in this
respect must be fatal to his tenure in office. There was, however, still
one other point in Keeper Martin’s conduct of operations gravely open
to criticism. The chances of his being able to gain the vessel by the
boat during the day, when the flood-tide had swollen the surf and the
hull was submerged, were of course greatly diminished, if not destroyed.
But at dawn, when he was abreast of the wreck with his crew, the tide
was low, and the question is open whether this was not the opportunity
for a bold sortie with the boat, and perhaps the swift rescue of every
one on board. It is probable that then, if ever, was the opportunity of
gaining the vessel by the boat, and as the trial, though precarious,
.involved the chance of success, in failing to make it the keeper com-
mitted an error of judgment which perhaps cost a day of extreme
‘jeopardy, suftering, and struggle, and the sacrifice of five lives. The
neglect to make the effort with the boat at this early hour was con-
sidered by several of the witnesses at the investigation as a serious
fault on the part of Keeper Martin; and as this view was concurred in
by the officer who conducted the inquiry, to which the doubt in regard
to his mastery at the steering-oar gives cumulative force, the respect
felt for his personal character and for his earnest efforts upon this
occasion could not suffice to make his retention in the service expedient,
and he was accordingly removed.

.
WRECK OF THE SARAH J. FORT.

The wreck next in order of time which involved loss of life within the
range of life-saving operations was that of the three-masted schooner
Sarah J. Fort, of Tuckerton, N. J., bound from Hoboken, N. J., to
Boston, Mass., with a cargo of coal, and took place on April 4, 1879,
about one mile and a half west of Station No. 7, Second District, Cape
Cod. A thick snow-storm was raging, with a strong northerly gale
and a heavy sea, and by an error in navigation the vessel struck on
one of the outer Peaked Hill bars, at one o’clock in the morning, about
a quarter of a mile from the shore. Owing to the darkness and the
snow, together with her distance from land, she could not be discovered
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by the patrolman then on the beach. An hour later, two fresh patrol-
men from Station No. 7, going in opposite directions, encountered small
pieces of wreck-stuff thrown up by the surf at their feet, and, although
supposing them to have come from a vessel sunk near Scituate some
days before, returned to the station to report. They then resumed their
respective beats, and one of them arriving near three o’clock in the
morning about a mile beyond the point where he had met with wreck-
age, found pieces of a boat and deck-plank, and saw dimly sketched
upon the obscurity the outlines of the vessel. Hurrying back to the
station, he roused the crew, who at once loaded the cart with the Lyle
gun and appurtenances and started, under the lead of Keeper D. H.
Atkins, for the wreck.

The sand, converted by the snow and surf into a species of slush, was
in a terrible condition for hauling, and the progress of the men, tugging
their load, was greatly retarded. After getting on nearly a mile, Keeper
Atkins hastened ahead of his men for observation, and upon sighting
the wreck judged her to be too distant to be reached by the Lyle
gun, and, hurrying back, took a portion of his crew to fetch from the
station the Parrott gun, which being a heavier piece of ordnance, he
sapposed. to have a greater range than the other. This was a grievous
error, only extenuated by the circumstance that the Lyle gun had
recently been supplied to the station, apd its powers had not become
apprehended. On his way back the keeper came upon a horse and
cart, which he immediately engaged of the driver to convey the surf-
boat on its carriage, together with extra shot-lines, to the wreck, while
he and his detail took the Parrott gun on a hand-barrow. Making the
most violent exertions, the advanced portion of the crew contrived to
come abreast of the wreck about daybreak, or half past four o’clock,
and the remainder with the heavy gun and the surf-boat arrived within
an hour later. Shortly afterward Keeper Young, of Station No. 6, joined
them with three of his men, followed subsequently by Keeper Worthen,
and two men, of Station No. 8, all of whom lent energetic assistance to
the operations. .

Preparations were immediately made for firing a line to the wreck.
The tide was full, and the magnitude and violence of the surf precluded
boat service. The schooner’s hull was almost buried in the water, which
perpetually rushed over her, and her crew of six men, including the
captain, were up in the fore-rigging, clinging for life. She lay nearly
broadside to, canted over to seaward, her head to the east, her main and
mizzen masts unstepped and tottering, with all their hamper, to a fall,
and masses ofwreck-stuff continually flung off from her already disin-
tegrating frame,’and whirling and leaping about between her and the
shore. About seven o’clock, while the life-saving crew were using the
ordnance, the main and mizzen masts fell.

The Parrott gun and the shot-lines having been speedily. brought
into position by the crews, the firing began, and from this time until



40 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,

nearly noon nine shots were fired, none of which succeeded in reach-
ing the vessel. The firing was directly in the wind’s eye, and the lines
either fell short. or were snapped by the heavy charges of powder em-
ployed to strain the gun’s carrying power to its utmost. Before the
firing ceased, the foremast fell, though it still remained attached to the
vessel, thrashing and plunging about her hull. Fortunately, the tide
had ebbed, which had enabled the men to leave the rigging of the fallen
spar, and hoddle together in the port bow. Although ebb-tide, this
small portion of the wreck, to which the men clung, was the only part
not submerged by the tremendous sea. During all the time of the
firing the vessel steadily continued to break up. About ten o’clock,
while all hands were yet in the rigging, the cook fell into the sea from
exhaustion, and perished, and shortly after the mate also. The survivors
in the port bow were four. .

At low tide it had become in some degree possible to attempt a rescue
with the boat. The keeper, therefore, discontinued further effort with
the gun, and made up a selected crew of four men from No. 7, and three
from No. 6. To these were added Capt. Isaac F. Mayo, of Province-
town, a surfman of great experience and bravery, who had come upon
the beach with a number of citizens from Provincetown, drawn by the
news of a wreck, and now begged.permission to be taken in with the
crew as a volunteer.

The boat was launched and keeper and crew sprang to their places,
but at the same instant the surf boarded her and filled her half full.
She was immediately dragged back upon the beach, emptied, and made
ready for a second trial.

An interval of twenty minutes was allowed in the hope that the con-
tinuing ebb would diminish the surf, and the effort was then renewed
with the same crew. The launch was made, and the boat cleared the
first breaker. The second, however, combed over and filled her. A
moment after, full to her gunwales, she rose on the summit of an enor-
mous sea which cast her and her crew back upon the beach with a heavy
shock, springing five of her timbers and splitting her garboard. The
hardy men spilled from her, scrambling up and hauling her out of reach
of the surf, examined and found her disabled and unfit for service.

It is probable that in the intense excitement and confusion following
this failure, the injuries to the boat were magnified, and that she might
soon have been rudely repaired and got ready for another trial. Another
boat, however, was approaching. During the firing of the forenoon,
Capt. Harvey S. Cook, of Provincetown, coming down to the beach in a
buggy, at the report of a wreck, had driven back again to town, with
the assent of Keeper Atkins, to send a whale-boat to the scene for serv-
ice. The news he brought of the disaster, had started Captain Mayo
to the beach, together with a considerable number of town’s people, who
arrived by a short cut in advance of the team he had engaged at once to
convey the contemplated means of rescue. The boat brought proved to
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be a different and smaller model than that which had been proposed, a
circumstance which happened to be favorable, considering the condition
of the sea. She arrived upon the beach a short time after the failure to
effect a launch of the surf-boat, and Captain Mayo, to whose charge she
appears to have been consigned, assumed command and chose a crew of
fresh men for her, declining to receive on board Keeper Atkinsand sev-
eral members of his crew who pleaded to be allowed to go. In taking
this course, Captain Mayo was undoubtedly justified. The keeper and
his men having eaten nothing since the evening before, and being much
spent by their exertions since about three o’clock in the morning, and
their long exposure upon the wintry beach, could not reasonably be pre-
ferred by the leader of a volunteer effort, to an unworn crew.

As soon as the preliminaries were settled, the launch was made, the
life-saving crews assisting, but the boat instantly filled and had to be
hauled up on the beach and emptied. Upon a second trial, the boat
became half full, but was pulled through the breakers, and bailed
in the comparatively unbroken water outside. The most difficult and
dangerous part of the exploit was then entered upon. The unstable
sea, upon which the gallant volunteers were lifting and falling in
their frail craft,-was encumbered with masses of wreck débris, snarls
of cordage, wefts of canvas, broken planks and timbers convulsively
driving and tumbling on every side; and to pilot the boat through
this obstructing and perilous drift, required as much skill and patience
as courage. The obstacles and dangers thickened as the wreck was
gained, and fresh difficulties were added by the helplessness of the
exhausted men on board, the captain especially being far gone. By
taking time, and exercising great skill and perseverance, they were
finally taken off the wreck one by one. The boat being small, their num-
ber crowded her very much, and made her management on the return
to land no easy matter, the hazard of the surf in a following sea being
always great. Notwithstanding the precautions taken, a heavy wave
swept up under the stern as the boat reached the last breaker, and
threw her end over end, tossing every one on board into the surf and
undertow. An instantaneous rush was made by all on shore, and the
people were seized by scores of hands and dragged from the water.
Some were under the boat, and all were in imminent danger of being swept
away and drowned. It is fortunate that the great crowd of spectators
present made abundant assistance available, as otherwise loss of life
would probably have ensued.

The rescued men from the vessel were nearly insensible with cold and
exhaustion when brought ashore, and their hands were badly frost-bitten.
They were at once conveyed to Station No. 7, where the life-saving crew
upon arriving, faint with hunger and fatigue, were gladdened to find
that food had been prepared for all hands by the keeper’s wife and Mrs.
Mayo, the mother of one of the station men, who had walked out from
town through the storm for the purpose of providing them with this
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comfortable reception. These ladies were also of great service in dress-
ing the frost-bitten hands of the rescued sailors, relieving at the same
time the weary surfmen of this humane duty. The unfortunate men were
at once given restoratives from the medicine chest, and put into warm
blankets. The port physician, Dr. Crocker, upon being sent for by the
keeper, came out to them and assisted in their gradual recovery. Two
of them were succored at the station four days, and the others remained
a shorter period.

The award of a gold medal to Oaptam Mayo, in recognition of the
services he rendered in this rescue, is mentioned in another place. Itis
to be regretted that Keeper Atking’s success was not equal to his efforts
on this occasion. He has always been regarded as an efficient keeper,
and his record for fidelity, courage, and energy at scenes of shipwreck,
is known to the officers of the service. The Lyle gun would probably
have established the desired line communication with the wreck, and
his failure to employ it, through a strange inapprehension of its merits,
must be deplored.

WRECK OF THE GREAT REPUBLIC.

On the 19th of April, 1879, the steamship Great Republic, of San
Francisco, Cal., bound from San Francisco to Portland, Ureg., with a
cargo of general merchandise, a crew of 94 persons including her cap-
tain, and 579 passengers, ran aground in the attempt to enter the
Columbia River at one o’clock in the morning, on the southeast end of
Sand Island, two miles from Life-Boat Station No. 3, Twelfth District.
It was four hours after high water at the time, calm Weather, clear star-
light, and the sea very smooth. The disaster appears to have been oc-
casioned by an error of navigation on the part of the pilot.

It was confidently expected that the steamship would float at the
next high water, and in view of the tranquility of the weather and the
sea, no effort was made at that time to get the vessel off by the aid of
steam-tugs, as might easily have been done, nor to land any of her pas-
sengers, which would also have been an easy matter, Sand Island being
not more than a quarter of a mile away, and the ship having on board
fourteen metallic boats, seven of which were life-boats, together with
eight large fishing-boats, carried as part of her freight.

The vessel was first seen tfrom Astoria at about five o’clock in the
morning, and about the same hour from Cape Disappointment by the
keeper of the life-boat station and the master and pilot of the steam-
tug J. C. Benham. She was seen by them to be aground, but was evi-
dently in no danger and made no signal forassistance. By the afternoon
her officers had engaged the J. C. Benham and several other steam-tugs
to convey the passengers to Astoria, at which work, assisted by the light-
house tender Shubrick, they continued until evening, when an inter-
mission took place, the remainder of the passengers not desiring to
leave the vessel after nightfall.
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By morning the weather began to look threatening. The barometer
fell, the wind blew strongly from the southward, and the sea roughened
considerably. The keeper of the life-boat station, although his-aid was
not required, would have previously gone to the steamship, but for the
want of an efficient crew, which was not obtainable in the immediate
locality ; but now that the weather became menacing, he judged it better
to be on hand, and, obtaining a crew of eight soldiers, he went with
them on board the tug J.C. Benham, taking, also, the surf-boat, mortar,
life-car, and their appurtenances, and was conveyed to Sand Island.

‘When he arrived opposite the steamship the sea was not particularly
rough, although the wind was blowing strongly from the south, with
occasional rain-squalls. The vessel, however, was breaking up in her
fore part, and her boats were actively engaged in taking ashore her
crew and quantities of baggage, the passengers having already been
landed. Seeing that a line stretched between the vessel and the shore
would materially aid the boats in their transit, the keeper fired two
shots in succession from the mortar, with the intention of establish-
ing this help, and, although both shots fell short, owing to the vessel
being beyond range, his design was understood and appreciated by her
commander, and the next boat’s crew ran out from on board to the
beach the required line, which had the foreseen effect of assisting the
boats in landing. ‘

It was near noon when the last of the crew, comprising seventeen per-
sons, put out from the ship for the land, leaving the captain, pilot, and
one other person on board. As nearly as can be ascertained, the steer-
ing-oar broke, which caused the boat, on its passage through the swollen
sea, to broach to, become unmanageable, and, finally, roll over. The
men on board were all, of course, thrown into the water, and fourteen of
them were drowned.

This unhappy accident lengthened the mortuary list of the Life-Saving
Service by the addition of fourteen lives, but it is plain that the keeper
of the life-boat station was in no manner responsible for the loss.
The effort to save the baggage on board the steamship continued
until five o’clock in the afternoon of that day, when the increasing sea,
and the rapid breaking up of the vessel, arrested further endeavor, and
the captain, pilot, and the one man with them, came ashore in one of
the ship’s life-boats, aided by the intervening line. The steamship be-
came a total loss.

WRECK OF THE ZINA.

On the 6th of May, 1879, the schooner Zina, of Machias, Me., bound
from Boston, Mass., to that place with a general cargo, struck at three
o’clock in the morning, upon Eastern Egg Rock, in a heavy sea and dense
fog, several miles distant from the nearest life-saving station, which
was upon Browney’s Island, near Jonesport, Me., and was closed at the
time, the appointed season for station operations having passed. No
news of the disaster reached the keeper of the station for several days



44 ' UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

afterward. When the vessel struck the sea broke completely over her,
washing off the galley and carrying away the cook, who was never seen
again. The schooner became a total wreck, and the remainder of her
unfortunate crew—four persons—escaped upon the rock, where they re-
mained for thirty-six hours without food or drink. They were finally
found by a man named Luther Leighton, who took them off the rock in
a small boat and carried them to a place of succor.

WRECK OF A ROW-BOAT.

On the 26th of May, 1879, the keeper of Station No. 8, Ninth District,
Lake Huron, saw a row-boat, containing a man and a woman, suddenly
capsize by bad management several hundred yards from the pier at
Cleveland. It was about nine o’clock in the morning, and a heavy sea
was running. The keeper instantly made signal for his crew to assem-
ble, and began to get out the surf-boat, but before a launch could be
effected a steam-tug in the lake ran up and saved the man. The woman
appeared to be under the capsized boat and could not be seen, and the
tug was unable to keep alongside the boat in order to right it. When
the surf-boat came up and righted the boat, the woman could not be
found, and six discharges of the Lyle gun, which the crew brought out
subsequently on a scow and fired over the spot, failed to bring her body
to the surface. A

WRECK OF THE NELLIE WALKER.

A sail-boat, named the Nellie Walker, running with two men on board
from Scituate to Plymouth, in Massachasetts, on the 6th of June, 1879, the
weather being clear, though a strong gale was prevailing, with a rough
sea, capsized at three o’clock in the afternoon, a quarter of a mile from
Gurnet Point, in an attempt to wear, or turn the boat, and the two men
were drowned. Two members of Station No. 4, Second District, who
saw the accident, put out from shore at once to their relief, but were
unable to find them. The boat was subsequently picked up three miles
from the point.

EXAMINATION OF KEEPERS AND CREWS.

The annual scrutiny into the qualifications of the keepers and crews
of the life-saving stations in the several districts was made last year
as usual. What is believed to be a marked improvement was effected
in the composition of the respective examining boards charged with
the conduct of the examinations of the stations upon the Atlantic
seaboard. Each board included as formerly, first, an inspector of the
service (an officer of the Revenue Marine), who, in addition to his in-
quiries into the professional qualifications and personal behavior of
. the station men, minutely inspected the condition of the stations
and their appointments; and secondly, a medical officer (a surgeon of
the Marine Hospital Service), who subjected each person to a thorough
test of his physical soundness, and also gave the usual instructions in
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the method of resuscitating the apparently drowned, practiced by the
establishment. To these,in each instance,it was deemed proper to add,in
place of the second Revenue Marine officer formerly detailed for the duty,
a practical surfman of eminence in his profession, qualified by long ex-
perience and ripe judgment to decide upon the professional abilities of
the keepers and crews as they were put through the maneuvers of hand-
ling their boats in the surf before him, or conducting operations with the
wreck-guns and life-car gear in use upon occasions of shipwreck. On
the Lakes and the Pacific coast, in view of the different character of the
organization from that of the Atlantic seaboard—the stations being
mainly life-boat stations—it was deemed expedient and proper to con-
fide the examinations to the inspecting officers and superintendents in
the several districts, as explained in former reports. The same course
was pursued with reference to the houses of refuge on the Florida coast,
where crews are not employed.

The results obtained by the examinations were more than usunally satis-
factory, although, indeed, reflecting credit upon the capacity and thorough.
ness of former examining officers. Of the whole corps of keepers and
surfmen, it was found necessary to set aside one for professional deficiency,
one for relationship to the keeper in charge, one for inexperience, seven
for physical disability, and seven for general unfitness of one kind or
another. Thus, of the entire number of keepers and surfmen, 1,046 in
all, there were found only 17 men whose places the officers believed
could be better supplied. The advance upon the preceding year, when
51 persons were found disqualified, is heightened by the consideration
that the number employed was last year augmented by the increase
in the number of stations, so that the ratio of necessary dismissals
proves considerably less.

This favorable showing, largely due, no doubt, to the faithful win-
nowing processes of former boards, continually bringing the personnel
of the service to greater efficiency, must also be credited to the influ-
ence of the act of June 18, 1878, which, by offering substantial attrac-
tions to keepers of ability and character to become attached to the
stations, has also resulted in greater care in the selection of their crews,
better surfmen being in turn drawn to enter the service by the general
prestige which this legislation has created, and continues to create,

for it.
ESTABLISHMENT OF STATIONS.

The station at Short Beach, now No. 30, in the Third District, the
necessity for which was explained in last year’s report, and which was
then in process of erection, has been completed.

The act of June 18,1878, authorized the establishment of 37 additional
life-saving and life-boat stations. Special efforts were made to complete
and put in operation for the winter of 1878-'79 as many of those allotted
to the dangerous coasts of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and North
Carolina a8 possible, and at the date of the last annual report there was
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reason to believe that the three stations authorized for the Fifth District,
and thirteen of the fifteen provided for the Sixth, could be occupied
in the month of Deecember. The three in the first-named district, and
two in the latter, were all, however, that were opened in that month.
Of .the remaining eleven, seven were manned in January, two in Feb-
ruary, and two in March, the delay being caused by the failure of the
contractors to complete the buildings at the time stipulated.

The three stations authorized to be established at Cranberry Isles,
Scituate, and Watch Hill, in the First, Second, and Third Districts,
respectively, have all been built and are now occupied by crews. The five
stations provided for the Eighth District are in process of erection.
The terms of the contract provide for their completion on the last of
October, but various difficulties have been encountered which have
caused much delay. Only one is about completed, and it is not probable
that the others will be finished before spring.

Three life-boat stations have been built in the Eleventh District (Lake
Michigan), at Manistee, Muskegon, and Kenosha,* respectively, and
another at Ludington is approaching completion.

The act referred to authorized the establishment of eight other sta-
tions, assigning them to the following points: Cape Lookout, and Cape
Fear, in the Sixth District; Sand Beach Harbor, Port Austin, Middle
Island, and the mouth of Portage Lake and Lake Superior Ship-Canal, in
the Tenth District; and Sleeping Bear Point, and Bayley’s Harbor, in the
Eleventh. Sites have been selected for all these except at the mouth of
the ship-canal and at Sleeping Bear Point, and titles have been secured ;
although with reference to the sites at Cape Fear and Middle Island
some legal formalities remain to be complied with. It is expected that
‘all these stations will be established before the close of another year.

" It was mentioned in the last report that efforts were in progress to
secure a site which had been selected for a station at Bolinas Bay, on
the Pacific coast. These have been successful, and the station will soon
be erected. The station authorized for Point Concepgion by the act of
June 20, 1874, has not yet been built, as it has not been found possible
to secure a proper location.

REBUILDING, REPAIR, AND IMPROVEMENT OF STATIONS.

The stations at Wreck Pond and Long Branch, Fourth District, which
were in process of rebuilding at the date of the last annual report, in
place of the old Stations Nos. 5 and 8, have been completed.

*For the site of the station at Kenosha, the service is indebted to Zalmon G. Sim-
mons, esq., who liberally donated a fine lot on Washington Island, opposite the city for
this purpose. It being found desirable to place the station a little beyond one of the
boundary lines of this lot, Samuel Y. Brande, esq., the owner of the adjacent lot.
generously tendered so much of it as might be required for the purposes of the service
In this connection, thanks are also due to the firm of Brande & Thiers for gratuitous
services in connection with the conveyance of title to both lots, and for other valued
favors. )
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In the Fifth District, Stations Nos. 5, 7, 8, 9, and 11, some of which
were nearly destroyed and others seriously injured in the hurricane of
October 23, 1878, were made temporarily habitable at the time, and have
since been thoroughly restored.

‘When certain of the life-boat stations upon the Lakes and Pacific
coast were projected, it was considered necessary to put them in opera-
tion for saving life as soon as possible, and with this view they were
completed only so far as was necessary to make them ready for use,
leaving a number of accessories of secondary importance to be finished
subsequently. During thepastyear alarge portion of this work has been
accomplished. To Stations No. 3, at Oswego, No. 7, at Fairport, No. 8,
at Cleveland, and No. 9, at Marblehead (Ninth District), annexes were
made supplying sheds for the boat-wagons and some required additional
room. The station at Oswego was also moved to another site, which
was donated to the government for the purpose, the foundation on the
previous site having been washed away during a great storm in Decem-
ber last. At Marblehead, the station was also moved forward 15 feet,
and an 80-foot pier built to facilitate the launching of the life-boat.

In the Tenth District, annexes, similar to those at the stations above
mentioned, were made to Stations No. 9, at Grand Haven, No. 10, at
Saint Joseph, No. 14, at Racine, No. 15, at Milwaukee, and No. 16, at
Sheboygan. The Saint Joseph Station was also removed to a more
advantageous site at the mouth of the harbor, and it was likewise
found necessary to change the location of the station at Racine. A new
inclined platform was constructed at the latter station, and one also for
the station at Grand Haven. In the Twelfth District, annexes were
made to Station No. 1, at Neah Bay, and No. 5, at Humboldt Bay. At
the station last named a platform was constructed ' entirely around the
building, being necessary to secure its foundation. At Station No. 7,
Golden Gate Park, a wood-house was erected, a eloset and store-room
built, the attic of the house ceiled, and a wire fence put around the
building.

IMPROVEMENT IN LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES AND METHODS.

The attention of the officers in charge of the service has been espe-
cially devoted during the past year to the ever-important subject of the
improvement of the boats, which are mainly relied upon for the rescue
of persons from stranded vessels. The question of the species of boat
best adapted for this purpose was elaborately discussed in a former re-
port, and, although hospitality has been constantly extended to every
proposition in this direction, neither the trial of new models nor expe-
rience with the old has given reason for any material change in the views
then expressed.

The subject is one of the gravest importance, and it has always been,
and will continue to be, one of anxious solicitude and unrelaxed inquiry
and experiment. It is a subject, also, which presents many and diverse
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problems, not only in its scientific bearings, but in its relation to the
habitudes and even prejudices of the men of the coast whom it is nec-
essary to employ as surfmen. As these men risk their lives upon occa-
sions of going out through the surf at wrecks, it is of course not merely
an obligation to furnish them with the best boats that can be constructed,
but also with boats accommodated (so far as may be consistent with
absolute requirements of another character) to their own wishes, their
own modes of management, and their own notions of the sort of craft
that can best master the surf, in order that confidence may be secured as
the auxiliary of effort. The natural philosophy of the matter is not,
therefore, though sufficiently involved and complex, the only considera-
tion. It is not only necessary, for instance, to determine what particular
form is best adapted to live in broken water, but it is equally necessary
that the boat shall be fitted to the boatman, at least until he shall be
educated to the acceptance of a superior model.

An inquirer journeying from the Isles of Shoals to Hatteras, along .
the stretch of our beaches, would soon find that there is no such thing
in existence as ¢ the best boat”; certainly not in the opinion of the
sagest beachmen. Setting aside the fact that there are particular
localities where coast conformation, the hydrography of peculiar shoals
and bars, the eccentric action of tides and currents, or the habit of the
surf, call for boats of special adaptation to the conflict with these con-
ditions, he would discover, on beaches precisely or essentially the same,
among surfmen of the longest experience and the soundest judgment,
the most radical and irreconcilable differences in regard to the ideal
surf-boat. One man will insist that it should be broad in the stern; on
another beach it is demanded that the stern shall be sharp. Great sheer
is the insistance of this expert; less sheer is the obstinate rejoinder of a
second. Inoneopinion cork fenders are indispensable; another surfman
will grimly strip them off the boat if sent him. The winds do not blow
in a greater variety thanis found in the views of these practical adepts
in the art of surfing.

To conciliate these views, so far as may consist with the efficiency of
the service upon occasions of rescue, is of course obviously necessary,
while pursuing at the same time the constant search for improvement,
and the no less constant effort to reconcile the attained result to the op-
posing convictions of intelligent ‘and experienced beachmen.

The numerous inquiries set on foot among practical boat-builders
and others by the officers in charge of the service, in aid of the develop-
ment of the surf-boats now in general use, to a completer standard of
perfection, in conjunction with the ever-widening interest in the problems
of life-saving created by the successes of the service upon our beaches,
has stimulated inventors in various parts of the country to offer for con.
sideration a number of devices of this special character, together with
improved life-rafts, self-righting life-boats (as distinguished from surf-
boats), and a variety of other life-saving means and appliances. In
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order to secure a thorough examination and discussion of these inven-
tions, together with their trial in the surf or on the beach when practica-
ble, and also to carry out the intention of the act of June 18, 1878, which
provides that the General Superintendent ¢“shall cause to be properly
investigated all plans, devices, and inventions for the improvement of life-
saving apparatus for use at the stations which may appear to be merito-
rious and available,” it has been deemed expedient to organize two boards,
composed of the most accomplished experts obtainable, whose functions
shall cover the objects above named, and whose judgment upon all such
matters, submitted in formal reports to the General Superintendent, shall
aid him in his subsequent action, and thus prevent the public money from
being spent upon projects which do not promise good results.

To one of these boards is confided the consideration of all propositions
relating to boats, rafts, life-cars, transporting carriages, hauling-lines,
and similar contrivances. The other board has charge of whatever per-
tains to wreck-ordnance and its appurtenances.

The list of the officers composing these boards is given in the initial
pages of this report. In determining the presidency of one of them, it
would have been impossible to overlook the honored name of R. B. Forbes.
Specially known in New England by his prominent connection with the
Massachusetts Humane Society, an association which antedates all others.
in effort for the succor of coast.imperiled life, and in which hisactive labors
can never be forgotten, he is also known along our seabeard, and in many
places at home and abroad, as the warm and tireless friend of seafarers for-
more than a quarter of a century. He is, moreover, the author of the first
standard work in this country upon the principal life-saving appliances,
a subject upon which his frequent communications in the public journals-
have also given much information and valuable suggestion. In view of
his authority upon such matters, his connection with the board referred
to forms a guarantee of the fidelity and insight which should characterize
its official action. His acceptance of the position, which carries no pecu-
niary recompense, is consonant with his humane and publie-spirited life.
Associated with him in his duties are, as will be seen, a group of Rev-
enue Marine officers and skilled surfmen, eminently fitted by profession
and experience for the tasks assigned them.

The board for the discussion of projects relating to wreck gunnery is
presided over by the Inspector of the service, Capt. James H. Merry-
man, and is fortunate to comprise among its members Lieut. D. A. Lyle
of the Ordnance Department of the Army, whose marked talents and
professional attainments, already manifest in the service by the inven-
tion of the Lyle gun, have been rendered available to the establishment
in this board by the courtesy of the War Department.

Immediately upon their organization, each board held a meeting and
adopted rules and regulations for its government and for the govern-
ment of inventors in submitting their devices for examination. With

4LS
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a view of extending the information already promulgated in official
circulars from the Treasury Department, these rules and regulations are
herewith subjoined.

RULES AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD FOR THE EXAMINATION OF DE-
VICES AND INVENTIONS RELATING TO WRECK-ORDNANCE DESIGNED FOR USE AT
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING STATIONS. .

Subjects to be considered by the Board.*

Mortars.

‘Guns and their appurtenances.

Rockets.

Line-carrying projectiles.

Shot-lines.

JFaking-boxes, &ec.

Powder and other ammunition.

‘Equipments, implements, &c., connected with wreck-ordnance, and such other mat-
‘ters as may be referred to the board by the General Superintendent of the United
States Life-Saving Service.

The board will meet at the call of the president for the examination and discussion
-of such devices or apparatus as may be referred to it by the General Superintendent of
the Life-Saving Service. A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum at any
properly called meeting. The province of the board is to examine, test, and report
upon such devices as may be referred to it by the General Superintendent, and it will
not enter into protracted discussions with inventors or their agents as to the principles
involved in the devices for the examination of which the board is constituted, nor is
it under obligation to suggest methods of improvement in plans submitted, or how
‘defects may be remedied. Due notice of meetings of the board will be sent to persons
whose inventions have been referred to it.

General regulations.

1. No person will be admitted to the meetings of the board, orto the firing-ground,
rexcept the agents or inventors of the apparatus under discussion or trial.

II. All experiments and trials will be conducted under the immediate supervision
of the board, and by its employés alone.

Inventors or exhibitors may have the privilege of displaying their apparatus, if de-
gired, and of having the performance of the same noted in the record.

Any gun, rocket, or device in which explosives are used, to be first fired with at
least three rounds of the maximum charge, by its exhibitor, as a safety test, before
submission to the board.

III. The handling of apparatus by agents or inventors at any time after being sub-
mitted to the board is forbidden, except in the case of the display test above noted.

IV. Any apparatus which has been submitted to the board, and entered upon the
record, will remain in the possession of the board for such time as may be necessary
for completion of the trials and the final report upon the same.

V. All persons desiring to submit devices or inventions for the action of the board
+will be required to forward their applications to the General Superintendentin writing,
embracing in detail the following points, in the order named :

First. Name or designation of device to be submitted.

Second. Whether or not covered by caveat or letters patent.

* Inventors will take notice that the duties of this board do not include action upon
any life-saving plans, devices, or inventions to be used or carried on shipboard, the
examination of these being the province of the Board of Supervising Inspectors of

Steam-Vessels.
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Third. Nomenclature of each separate part of the device, stated in list form, with
reference letters corresponding to letters on accompanying drawings.

Fourth. Detailed description of device.

Fifth. Kinds and qualities of materials used.

Sixth. Dimensions of all parts.

Seventh. Weights of principal parts, and total weight of apparatus.

Eighth. Price at which device or apparatus will be furnished to the government.

Ninth. Construction, stating method of manufacture or fabrication of each device
in detail.

Tenth. Description of method of using the apparatus in actual service.

Eleventh. Describe action of projectiles and line when used.

Twelfth. Accurate drawings must accompany all applications. Full-sized drawings
preferred, but drawings to scale of very large parts will be accepted.

Thirteenth. Claims of inventors or exhibitors for their devices will be set forth
specifically in full, and in numerical order.

Fourteenth. Letter of transmittal addressed to the General Superintendent of the
Life-Saving Service, Treasury Department, Washington, D. C., will accompany above
descriptions, drawings, &ec.

VI. All apparatus connected with any device or invention will be delivered at the
* expense of the agent or inventor of same at such point and at such time as the board
may direct, and returned at the expense of said agent or inventor when no longer
required by the board.

VIIL It is to be understood that the government is to incur no expense for ammu-
nition or other articles used in the actual trials or tests of any apparatus presented for
consideration.

Adopted at a meeting of the board, June 18, 1879.

J. H. MERRYMAN,
President.
T. D. WALKER,

Recorder.
Approved:

S. I. KiMBALL,
General Superintendent Life-Saving Service.

The following are the rules and regulations adopted by the board pre-
sided over by Mr. Forbes:

RULES AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD FOR THE EXAMINATION OF PLANS,
DEVICES, AND INVENTIONS (EXCEPT WRECK-ORDNANCE AND SIGNALS) INTENDED
FOR USE AT UNITED BTATES LIFE-SAVING STATIONS.

1. Subjects to be considered by the Board.”

Surf-boats and life-boats.

Life-rafts and life-cars.

Boat-wagons and devices for transportation of apparatus.
Patrol-lanterns.

Working-lines.

Blocks and tackles.

Sand-anchors.

* Inventors will take notice that the duties of this board do not include action upon
any life-saving plans, devices, or inventions to he used or carried on shipboard, the
examination of these being the province of the Board of Supervising Inspeotors of
Steam-Vessels.
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Life-preservers and life-belts; and such other matters as may be referred to the board
by the General Superintendent of the United States Life-Saving Service.

2. The province of the board is to examine, test, and report upon such devices as
may be referred to it by the General Superintendent, and it will not enter into pro-
tracted discussions with inventors or their agents relative to the principles involved
in the devices for the examination of which the board is constituted, nor is it under
obligation to suggest methods of improvement in plans submitted or how defects may
be remedied. Due notice of meetings of the board will be sent to persons whose in-
ventions are referred to it.

3. The board will meet at the call of the president for the examination and discus-
sion of such devices or apparatus as may be referred to it by the General Superintend-
ent of the Life-Saving Service.

4. No person not connected with the Life-Saving Service will be admitted to the
meetings of the board, except the agents or inventors of the apparatus under discus-
sion or trial.

5. All experiments and trials will be conducted under the immediate supervision of
the board. Inventors or exhibitors will be required to display their devices at their -
own expense, the privilege being given them of having the performance of the same
noted in the record.

6. Any apparatus, models, or plans submitted to the board, and entered upon the
record, shall remain in possession of the board such time as in its judgment may be
necessary for completion of the examination and trials.

7. Persons desiring to submit devices or inventions for the action of the board will
be required to forward their applications to the General Superintendent in writing,
embracing, in detail, the following points, in the order named:

First. Name or designation of device to be submitted.

Second. Whether or not covered by caveat or letters patent.

Third. Nomenclature of each separate part of the device, stated in list form, with
reference letters corresponding to letters on accompanying drawings.

Fourth. Detailed description of device.

Fifth. Kinds and qualities of materials used.

Sixth. Dimensions of all parts.

Seventh. Weights of principal parts and total weight of apparatus.

Eighth. Price at which device or apparatus will be furnished to the government.

Ninth. Construction, stating method of manufacture or fabrication of each device
in detail.

Tenth. Description of method of using the apparatus in actual service.

Eleventh. Accurate drawings must accompany all applications. Full-sized draw-
ings preferred, but drawings to scale of very large parts will be accepted.

Twelfth. Claims of inventors or exhibitors for their devices will be set forth specifi-
cally in full, and in numerical order.

Thirteenth. Letter of transmittal, addressed to the General Superintendent of the
Life-Saving Service, Treasury Department, Washington, D. C., will accompany above
descriptions, drawings, &c.

8. All apparatus connected with any device or invention will be delivered, at the
expense of the agent or inventor of same, at such point and at such time as the board
may direct, to be removed by and at the expense of said agent or inventor when no
longer required by the board.

Adopted at a meeting of the board, June 20, 1879.

R. B. FORBES,
President.
CHAS. F. SHOEMAKER,

Recorder.
Approved :

S. I. KIMBALL,
General Superintendent Life-Saving Service.
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At the first meeting of the organization whose rules and regulations
are last given the subject of boats was one of the primary topics of dis-
cussion, and Mr. Forbes made an address, chiefly relating to floating life-
saving appliances. It is extremely gratifying to find that the views
presented, though from an independent stand-point, are in entire agree-
ment with those entertained for years by the officers in charge of the
service in regard to the boats adopted by them for the practical use
of the establishment. Apart from the consideration of being thus sus-
tained by an authority which derives weight from long and varied ob-
servation and experience on many coasts, is the satisfaction of finding
the subject discussed in a manner so lucid and comprehensive as to justify
the reproduction here of so much of the address as relates to the topic.
The following is the portion referred to:

¢ It seems to me an appropriate occasion to say a few words on the gen-
eral subject of the sort of boats likely to command the confidence of the
men who are to risk their lives in them. As a rule, I deem it to be im-
portant to consult them as to the best model to give them confidence,
but, in so doing, we must not lose sight of the fact that if we call together
a dozen of the most experienced surfmen of any locality we shall find
great divergence of opinion as to the best surf-boat. One man pins his
faith on a peculiar boat in which he has been fortunate ; another man, well
knowing the weak points of all surf-boats, has got up a new model theo-
retically perfect and wants to try it; another has had great experience
in landing goods from wrecks, and so has become well convinced that an
enlarged Jersey model, with a flat bottom and a broad stern, is the best
surf-boat. It is therefore very difficult to obtain a unanimous opinion
from twelve or more good surfmen.

¢ Having thought much on the subject of surf-boats for localities where
the population is scattered, during my long connection with the affairs
of the Humane Society of Massachusetts, I ought to be capable of
forming a good judgment upon surf-boats, and to be able to say that
a-certain model is the best for our coast and ought to be universally
adopted. Yet nothing can be more inexpedient, for the reason that cer-
tain localities require a wholly different boat from others; so that, as I
have said in the beginning, it will be well, as a general rule, to consult
parties living near the spot.

“Take, as an illustration of what I have said, a boat built under the
superintendence of Captain Snow, of Orleans, and a five-handed boat
built for the Humane Society at Provincetown, and for a long time lo-
cated at Peaked Hill Bar Station. The Orleans boat is full and burden-
some; is well adapted to going off with a large seine and surrounding a
school of bass, and safely landing and going off in a heavy surf. This
boat is good also for wrecking purposes, and as this description of boat
is one which Captain Snow and all his neighbors are accustomed to man-
age, it is the kind of boat they would vote for if called upon to decide
on what is a good surf-boat. The Provincetown boat, at the time she
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was built (about twenty-two or three years ago), was considered by Eben
S. Smith, of that town, a good boat for the locality, and on two memor-
able occasions she has performed good work. Once, in the year 1856,
she went to the schooner Clarendon, on shore in the surf, when the sea
was very rough and the weather very cold, and brought ashore several
of the crew—all who survived; and in April last the same boat, under
the leadership of Mayo, saved several persons from the S. J. Fort. Not-
withstanding these good services, I never considered her a first-rate surf-
boat. She is long and low in the water, and more nearly resembles a
whale-boat than any other of the boats of the Humane Society, and at
this day is not considered a good model by her builder, W. W. Smith, of
Provincetown, in comparison with others built by him more recently
which are pronounced good surf-boats. Now, if we find so great a diver-
gence of opinion as to what is a good surf-boat between Orleans and Prov-
incetown, we cannot be much surprised at finding still greater difference
between Florida and Maine, the Great Lakes and California.

“The splendid boats of the Royal National Life-Boat Institution,
though very well adapted to very rough work, where coast-guard men,
trained life-boat men, steam-tugs, large funds, and an army of ready vol-
unteers are always at hand, would not do on our rough and sparsely-
inhabited beaches, where even horses are rare. The life-boat, as we all
know, is insubmergible, self-righting, and self-bailing, and weighs from
two to four tons. No boat can be considered as having any pretensions
to be called a life-boat which cannot support her crew sufficiently to
enable them to pull ahead against a rough sea if stove.

“ According to my experience, extending over a period of nearly forty
years in this country, to say nothing of considerable experience in surf
on the west coast of America, surfmen prefer to go off in the machines
with which they are accustomed. On some parts of the coast of South
America the balsa, a mere float inflated and made of the skin of animals,
is used when no whale-boat can safely land; on the other side of the
continent we find the catamaran, made of logs of very light, pithy wood ;
in the Pacific Islands we find the canoe and surf-board, with which the
natives, before they were civilized, performed wonderful feats; and on
the northwest coast we have various types of craft, in which the natives
go into very rough waters. None of these would suit the hardy surf-
men of our coasts.

“ While it is well to consult the men who are to go with them, it is also
well to instruct them in regard to improvements at home and abroad,
so that they may some time be coaxed out of the somewhat narrow
groove in which they have been running all their days. This requires
much time and much patience. During many years the seamen of Nan-
tucket, who had been brought up in whale-ships, could not be persuaded
to fit the surf-boats of the Humane Socicty to pull short double-bank
oars; they would use nothing but long oars, putting five in a boat of 23
feet by 6 or 7 beam. On the other side of Boston Bay, where many of the
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young men are brought up in dories, the double-bank surf-boat obtained
favor, and no one could be persuaded to use long oars in a surf. Being
myself quite confident that the double-bank boat was best, I went to
Nantucket and tried a new model double-bank boat of about the general
capacity of their surf-boats. My boat pulled eight short oars and beat
the other so decidedly that all the witnesses were astonished. I attrib-
uted the speed of my boat partly to her model, which enabled her to
row dry, while the other was wet, and partly to the short oars. The
agent at the island caused their boat to be fitted to pull six oars, double
bank. The result of another trial was that my boat beat the other less
than before, but still had some advantage, which I attributed principally
to the model; but my boat being considerably heavier than the other
was not thought so well of for launching in a rough time. The surfmen
at Nantucket are very fond of very light boats, because they can trans-
port them rapidly to the scene of the wreck, and that is the best reason
for having light surf-boats. But the very light boat cannot have suffi-
cient buoyancy to enable her to go on her mission if stoven, or even
enough to enable her crew to come safely to land.

“I think that in the majority of cases the surfmen of Massachusetts, -
whom I know best, prefer to go in a mere shell, without end-tanks, and
without side-floats of rubber or cork. Their argument is to this effect :
the end tanks add to the weight, and, being in the extreme ends, impair
the sea-going qualities, and the side-floats hold considerable wind, and in
rough water impede progress, and in the event of being capsized, while
the end-tanks assist in righting the boat, the side-floats tend to keep
her from righting. ' '

“As to the operation of launching a heavy boat in a surf, if there is
help enough at hand so that the men can take their seats and, awaiting
a good chance, be shoved off, the only objection to weight is in gather-
ing headway; in a well-drilled crew a tolerable heavy boat can be
started by oars quick enough. Great speed is not essential in a life-
boat, and weight has its advantages, inasmuch as a heavy boat once
started maintains her momentum and is not thrown back by a moderate
sea.

“Taking all things into consideration,including the cost of heavy boats:
and the necessity for large crews or horses to transport them, and, last
but not least, the prejudices of surfmen, it still remains an open ques-
tion whether or not the mere shell weighing not over 800 pounds will or
will not, in the long run, save more lives, at smaller cost in lives and
money, than boats having some pretensions as life-boats. I am inclined
to think they will. Money being a very important element, and Con-
gress being unwilling to appropriate enough for increased crews or
horses, and better pay in order to obtain better men, we must seek to
bring about the best results at the least expense.

“If light boats without extra buoyancy be adopted, we can have more
stations, without much increase in the number of employés. If, on the
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other hand, it should be decided to have boats of the Jersey model,
said to weigh from 650 to 1,000 pounds,* more men are indispensable,
or a supply of horses, and the stations should be nearer together, so
that re-enforcements can be more prompt. It may be said that it is
wrong to endanger men in boats having no extra buoyancy; but if the
crews are provided with cork life-belts and be made to wear them when-
ever they go afloat, and are willing to risk their lives in them in prefer-
ence to heavier boats, by all means let them have light boats. The
arguments in favor of them are that they cost much less; they are trans-
ported much more speedily and more easily; they can often be got off
the beach when a heavy boat cannot be; and, as I have before sug-
gested, they may in the long run save more lives than life-boats. But-
in localities such as Scituate Harbor, Rockport, Deer Isle, and many
others, where the boat can be launched and manned in smooth water,
the heavier boat having some pretensions to being called a life-boat will
be best.

“If wrecks would come on shore just where we want them, near to
the stations, means could easily be provided for launching by the help
of warps permanently fastened to buoys, but ships will not be likely to
come on shore near the stations until the charts show their positions by
more conspicuous marks than they now do; and, again, the cost of suit-
able arrangements would be considerable. Still, it is a matter for con-
sideration whether permanent moorings ought not to be planted, and
whether surf-boats or rafts launched by such means could not go by sail
and oars to a wreck sooner by water than by land and the men arrive
there less exhausted. There are, doubtless, localities where moorings
might be shifted and where the hauling-lines would be fouled by kelp
and sea-weed; but if the lines be buoyed up, and perhaps consist of
steel wire, no serious obstruction would ensue. If the stations should
be on an average not over 6 miles apart, within signal distance of each
other, a wreck coming on shore half-way between the two, the boat might
get to her by sea quicker than by the land and the men be less fatigued.
Another good argument in favor of having moorings may be found in
the fact that in general the stations are, or ought to be, located at points
where there is a cove or some good reason for more safely getting afloat
than in the vicinity of -the wreck. If it be settled that there must be
at every station a boat of large capacity weighing about 1,000 pounds,
there ought to be also a small surf-boat for occasional use. Such a boat
could often get off and plant a small anchor to assist in launching the
other, and could sometimes get near the wreck (by land) and establish
communication when the larger boats could not. I understand that on
the occasion of the loss of the S.J. Fort in April last, the men, after
dragging the mortar and the surf-boat over rough ground against a very
strong breeze, were exhausted and were wholly unfit to launch the

* The Jersey model does not necessarily involve great weight. The boats recently
built by the service on this model are very light, capable of being lifted bodily by two
men. Some of the earlier boats were quite heavy.
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heavy boat successfully; so that the rescue made, as I may say, by an
old condemned boat does not appear very extraordinary, manned as she
was by a fresh and selected crew.

“As to the question of pay and of the quality of men, it may be said
that while the pay of $40 per month and finding their own supplies
seems inadequate to furnish a choice of men, it appears large for eight
months compared to the salary of 81400 for the keepers for the whole
year, as they are obliged to visit and eare for the property.

“In offering these remarks I do not wish to be considered as desiring
to dictate to any one, but I offer them in the hope that they may be
productive of some good results by inducing Congress to be more liberal

‘in making appropriations, without which the Life-Saving Service can
never be completely satisfactory.

“In regard to the boat built by my order, and intended to be an en-
larged dory, much lighter than the boat belonging to No. 7 lately
wrecked, I can only say that as she weighs, without any air-cases or
oars, over 1,100 pounds, she must be considered a failure in carrying
out the design; all I hope for is that she may answer to replace the
wrecked boat. The transporting wheels and axles, which require but
a few minutes to ship and unship, work satisfactorily ; the only question

- in my mind is whether or not the whole weight of the boat and oars
coming on two bearings instead of four will sink too deep on the beach,
which, as we all know, is soft in places. This mode of transportation
is particularly applicable to localities where creeks render it impossible
to cross them with the usual four-wheel carriage. In coming to a creek,
my arrangements admit of carrying the wheels and crew across by the
boat, so that she may be called amphibions. For the lighter boats con-
templated I can confidently recommend the arrangement.

¢“I have to present to the Inspector of life-saving stations, Captain
Merryman, a model mounted on wheels which shows the mode of trans-
portation, and to the other members present a new model, on a scale of
one inch to the foot, of a boat which I shall designate as a compromise
between a dory and a surf-boat; she has beam enough to pull double-
bank, and up to a certain size, I think, will prove to pull well, and to
be stiff enough and not too much on top of the water, as was the case
with the new boat left at Provincetown by me. *

“] beg leave to present a surf-boat on a scale of % inch to 1 foot,
making her 28 feet long by 8 feet beam, or, if the scale is called 1 inch
to the foot, she would be 21 feet by 6. She is perhaps a little too sharp
for the latter dimensions, and if made 21 feet would have a slightly dif-
ferent arrangement of thwarts. I also present for discussion the model
of my new ¢ dory-boat,” which seems right for a small boat; but a boat
254 feet long would be too large on this model. I also submit the
model of the boat alluded to as having beaten the Nantucket surf-boat,
but that boat had only end tanks, and no means like this for the deliv-
ery of water shipped. A boat on this model, dittering only in having
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more space for the legs of rowers, was built for the Humane Society and
tried at Nantucket, where she proved herself to be a good surf-boat;
but, owing to some of the wooden air-cases not proving tight after two
or three months’ exposure to hot weather, water to the extent of 500 or
600 pounds had got into them and then they swelled tight, so that, in
addition to her original weight, which was 1,650 pounds, she weighed
about a ton when carted over from Nantucket Town to South Beach,
near No.15. She made a bad impression on landing after her trial, when
the crew and spectators neglected the usnal precaution of running her
up immediately on landing, or when the next sea came to assist in so
doing. Instead of this the crew pitched their oars up the steep beach
and followed them ; the inevitable result was that the first sea slued
her broadside to the surf, choking the outlet, and she heeled seaward
and was filled by the next roller ; so that it required twenty men to slue
her back, empty out the water, and haul her up out of the way of the
sea. The standing committee of the Humane Society, of which I was
the chairman, were present and witnessed this faux pas, and before they
could interfere or even realize the situation she was full of water:
‘While the crew were to blame for doing with my boat what they never
thought of doing with a boat of their own, I was, in fact, the party who
should have seen that she was hauled up immediately on touching the
beach. The result was that the only real life-boat ever built for the
society, which had cost $600, was not thought of sufficient importance
to amend by putting in copper air-cases, so the delivery was filled up,
the wooden air-cases were condemned, and she remains a monument of
the folly of trusting to wooden air-cases and incompetent surfmen.”

Following this address there was further discussion, which resulted in
the adoption of a resolution by the board that such boats as were here-
after needed in the several districts should be in general accordance
with the expressed preference of the best surfmen of the respective
localities. As twelve new boats were needed at as many stations on
Cape Cod, they were ordered by the General Superintendent to be sup-
plied upon a type and model approved by the superintendent of that
district and by every station-keeper upon the Cape. Inaccordance with
the same conditions, six new boats were also furnished to that number
of stations in District No. 3, and six to as many stations in District No. 4.

SELF-RIGHTING SURF-BOAT.

Among the models submitted to the board, the most important ap-
peared to be one of a self-righting surf-boat devised by Capt. D. P. Dob-
bins, the superintendent of the Ninth Life-Saving District. It was
claimed by him that such a boat was specially adapted to the peculiar
conditions of service in the Lake waters, which differ in the character
of both their seas and shores from those of the Atlantic coast, and that
it had also the advantage of combining the quality of self-righting with
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a weight but little more than that of the ordinary surf-boat. After dis-
cussion by the board, it was resolved that, although the boat was appa-
rently not suitable for service upon the Atlantic beaches, it was possible
that upon the Lakes it might prove of much value, this possibility being
confirmed by the strong indorsement it had received from certain Lake
authorities, and it was recommended that a boat of this type should be
authorized by the General Superintendent to be built, under the direc-
tion of Superintendent Dobbins, in accordance with his plans and speci-
fications, for experimental trial.

The recommendation was accordingly carried into effect, and the boat
has been completed. Judging by the informal reports which have been
received, it has proved entirely successful, having, as stated, the quality
of righting when capsized, with the crew sitting on the thwarts. If it
possesses this merit, with the additional advantage of having hardly
more weight than the surf-boat now in use, and if other and indispensa-
ble requisites, such as stability, for instance, have not been sacrificed,
it cannot but prove a desirable addition to the resources of the service.
It awaits, however, the official trial of the board, by which its claims will
be severely tested, and which will decide the question of its adapta-
bility to the requirements of the service upon the Lake waters.*

LIFE-RAFTS.

Earnest attention was given by the board to several models of life-
rafts presented by dittferent agencies for use at the stations, but up to
this time no conclusion has been reached respecting them. The useful-
ness of these rafts in the operations of the Life-Saving Service is a matter
for considerable inquiry, and, however valnable they may be as a means
of escape on shipboard, the superiority which is claimed for them in ef-
fecting rescues from the shore, has not yet been established.

WRECK-ORDNANCE.

Since the date of the last report the Lyle gun has been supplied to
every station. The services of Lieutenant Lyle in the production of
this piece of ordnance, which has given unqualified satisfaction at the
stations, and which it is thought must come into general use in the
life-saving operations of other countries, have already been warmly ac-
knowledged. During the past year he has continued his efforts for the
improvement of sundry of the life-saving appliances, notably with the
result of producing an anchor-shot adapted to the caliber of the 2§-inch
Lyle gun in use. The invention of a shot which shall also have the
character of a grapnel has long been a desideratum in our operations.
In many cases a vessel, when stranded, sends shoreward a line attached to

*Since the above was written, this boat in going to the wreck of the schooner
Carlingford, which had stranded on Horse-Shoe Reef, Lake Erie, in a furious storm,
capsized in the breakers, but immediately righted itself with the men in their places,
and proceeded to the wreck, from which they safely brought ashore all on board.
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a spar or cask, by which communication with the land could be readily
established but for the frequent presence of the singular lateral current,
often referred to in the reports of the service, running nearly parallel
with the beach, which intercepts the floating messenger, carrying it
along in its own stream and preventing it from reaching its destination-
Hence, a line will often remain stretched in an oblique direction from
a vessel, its end, buoyed by a cask or spar, hopelessly kept by the cur-
rent from getting nearer to the land. If, now, there could be fired across
this line a shot having also the character of a grappling-iron, and with
a line from the shore attached thereto, the line sent out from the ship
could be seized and drawn through the opposing current to the beach,
and line communication with the vessel thus be readily established-
Lieutenant Lyle’s anchor-shot proposes to effect this end. It consists of
a line-carrying cylindrical shot, from which, as it leaves the gun, tough
steel flukes fly out and become fixed immovably. Hauled upon from the
land, this grapnel seizes the line floating in the current, and holds it by
the flukes while it is drawn ashore. The- shot thus devised will in due
time be thoroughly tested, and, if found satisfactory in its operation, will
be adopted. ’

BEACH-APPARATUS DRILL.

A valuable improvement in the methods of the service has been
arranged during the past year by Lieut. C. H. McLellan, assistant
inspector of District No. 3. It consists, in one branch, of a re-arrange-
ment of the mortar and beach apparatus drill of the life-saving crews,
by which greater celerity is attained in the operations with these appli-
ances at scenes of shipwreck; and, in another, of a certain systematic
mode of loading the mortar-cart with these appliances for transportation
to the point of operations, this adjustment being contrived, first, with
reference to an equal distribution of the burden, so as to facilitate the
work of hauling, and, secondly, with a view to the articles being placed
in the cart in the order in which they are to be drawn forth for employ-
ment. The work to be done upon occasions of shipwreck cannot but be
greatly expedited and facilitated by the method devised by Lieutenant
MecLellan, which has been adopted throughout the service.

TELEPHONES.

The telephones referred to in the last annual report as placed by the
Chief Signal-Officer of the Army at the several stations between Cape
Henry and Kitty Hawk, in connection with the telegraph line of the
Signal Service upon that coast, have proved, as was anticipated, of
great advantage to this service, and their usefulness as an appliance
completely demonstrated. The Chief Signal-Officer has recently estab-
lished a telegraph.line along the coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape
Charles, in the Fifth District, for the uses of his office, and it is gratify-
ing to state that he contemplates extending the benefits of the telephone
to the several life-saving stations upon that coast.
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AWARDS OF MEDALS.

During the past year several medals have been awarded for heroism
shown in saving life.

The first case was that of Timothy C. Murphy, a young man of twenty-
one years of age, who was proved to have rescued no less than twelve
persons from drowning during the seven years anterior to the date of
the award. The scene of these rescues was the Thames River at Nor-
wich, Conn., where this fearless youth resides. They were effected some-
times by putting out in a skiff from the shore, and sometimes by boldly
plunging overboard after the imperiled person, often in the darkness and
when the river was full of floating ice. In one instance the persons
saved were a father and his two sons. Only one other lad appears in
the record, the rest being grown men. For one of the latter, who it
appears was quite unable to swim, Murphy is shown to have been obliged
to remain in the water nearly an hour before he could succeed in land-
ing him. In another instance, where a man was struggling to sustain
himself in a stream of broken ice, the exigency of the case forced the
young life-saver to push out from the shore in a boat destitute of oars,
which he did, using the seats of the boat for paddles. In recognition of
such deeds, to which his youth gives a peculiar interest and value, a
silver medal was awarded him.

After some delay in securing for file in the records of the department
the formal evidence necessary in all such cases, a gold medal, similar to
that bestowed npon Ensign Lucien Young of the Navy for his gallant
service in saving four lives at the wreck of the United States steamer
Huron, on November 24, 1877, was awarded to his brave and faithful
ally in that service, the seaman Antoine Williams.

_The evidence in the case shows that after the vessel had been five
hours aground in the darkness, a total wreck, with the sea breaking
over her, these two men undertook the desperate enterprise of carrying
aline from her to the shore on a small india-rubber raft, or balsa, for
the purpose of saving thelives of their surviving comrades. For twenty
minutes the sailor and the officer worked together to clear the balsa,
which was entangled in a mass of spars under the starboard bow. Suc-
ceeding, they launched themselves upon it, were swept aft, and trying
to paddle forward were capsized and nearly drowned. Getting hold of
the balsa again, they swam, pushing it before them, and in this position
were hurled with the balsa, end over end, by a tremendous roller. The
officer was flung upon his back and the sailor several feet distant. With
unshaken self-possession, they recovered their hold upon the balsa and
again swam, propelling it toward the shore. The line it carried proved
too short to reach from the wreck to the land and the balsa was capsized
a third, and again a fourth time, but the men still clung to it until, by good
fortune, they reached the shallows of the surf. Here, before they were
clear of the water themselves, spent, bruised, half-suffocated by the break-
ers through which they had fought their way, they turned, risking their
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lives in the strong suction of the undertow, to haul out two struggling
shipmates. The balsa, of which they had let go when they got ashore, hap-
pened to wash up, and was now tossing in the foam. They ran and seized
it in the hope of using it as a life-car for the rescue of their comrades on
the wreck, if they could get a line. Clear again of the sea, they saw
two men from the vessel struggling for life in the breakers, and running
back, once more daring the peril, they locked hands and dragged them
both ashore. Then, there being no other lives near by to save, Williams
devoted himself to the assistance of the weak and exhausted men he had
helped to rescue, while Ensign Young set off in the endeavor to procure
the means of establishing some mode of escape for those upon the wreck.
In addition to these heroic labors on shore, it cannot be forgotten that
these two men abandoned, for the sake of others, whatever chances of
life a foothold upon the wreck offered when they committed themselves
to the sea.

A silver medal was awarded to Capt. William Burke, of the schooner
Andrew Jackson, of Chicago, in testimony of the good seamanship and
noble humanity shown by him upon the occasion of the wreck of thie
schooner Jo. Vilas, on Lake Michigan, October 9, 1876, when he con-
trived, at considerable hazard and damage to his vessel and pecuniary loss
to himself, to save the lives of six persons. The affidavits of the master
and mate of the Jo. Vilas, together with other evidence, set forth that the
schooner, which was laden with lumber, capsized between Kenosha and
Racine during a terrific gale and in a heavy sea, and that her crew of six
men hung on to her hull for four hours, or until it went to pieces, leaving
them clinging to fragments of the wreck in momentary expectation of
death. Atlength, about eleven o’clock in the forenoon, as they tossed up
and down upon the sea, they caught sight of the masts of a vessel, which
proved to be the schooner Andrew Jackson, and shortly after, as the ves-
sel hove into full view, they saw thather crew were trying to add a close-
reefed mainsail to the foresail under which she was running, in order to
get close to them, and also saw Captain Burke on the topgallant fore-
castle lustily giving them cheer by signs, while he shouted at the top
of his voice, ¢ Never fear, boys! Keep up your spirits! I'll get you!”
Meanwhile, they had continually to struggle for their lives, the violent
convulsions of the sea several times throwing them from the pieces of
wreck to which they were clinging and which it cost them desperate
effort to regain. To reach them the schooner had to haul for a while
close to the wind, standing to the westward, till the time came to wear
around and bear down to the struggling men. As the hazardous last
part of this maneuver was executed, the violent slue made by the
schooner in wearing carried away the fore-sheet shackle and nearly un-
stepped the foremast, but she came down all right, save this damage,
.and reached a man named Frank Folger, who was holding on to a frag-
ment of deck. A line was thrown to him, which he got and made fast to
the fragment, but in doing so maimed his hand and became powerless.
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Hewas exhausted and ready to sink, when Captain Burke seized the peak-
halyards and hove them so dexterously that the bight encircled his body
and the poor sailor was swiftly hauled on board. This fisher of men then
recommenced to maneuver his vessel, and after great difficulties succeeded
in getting down to a lump of wreck, on which were grouped four of the
crew. Lines with bowlines on their ends were flung to them, by which
Fritz Sleif and William Cook were hauled on board. Iresh maneu-
vering brought the schooner near Herman Klein, who was also pulled
up on deck from the sea. After some time the schooner got near Richard
Johnson, the master, who wasin turn fishedin. There remained only one
man, the mate, John Minning, who was far away to leeward, nearly out of
sight, on a piece of deck. The schooner at last got to him, and he caught
the line thrown from her, but as he was being hauled along he fell off
the piece of deck and was swept astern and sucked down under the
bottom of the vessel. He reappeared, however, but had hold of theline
with only one hand, when Captain Burke skillfully threw him another
line, which he caught with the other hand, and was drawn on board.

Thus all six of the crew of the Jo. Vilas were saved from a position of
extreme periland suffering. The work of rescue occupied fully five hours,
and was only accomplished by extraordinary pains and masterly sea-
manship on the part of Captain Burke. His vessel necessarily incurred
great jeopardy in maneuvering as it did in such a heavy gale and sea
among masses of the débris of the wrecked schooner. She also suffered
about $150 damage in these operations. In addition, the hours spent in
the rescue cost her the time due to a trip. To all this risk, loss, and
damage, her stout and gallant captain expressed himself wholly indiffer-
ent, seeing, as he said, that he had saved the men.

Gold medals were awarded to Capt. Patrick Langan, master of the
schooner Chandler J. Wells, and to Frank McGuirk, his second mate,
and a sailor named William McGee, for singular and extreme daring in
effecting the rescue of the first mate of the vessel, the captain’s brother,
Maurice Langan, who was swept overboard at night on the 6th of
October, 1876, during a howling gale on Lake Erie. The schooner,
laden with coal, was bound from Buffalo to Chicago; and when about
70 miles up the lake, the weather being rainy and squally and the wind
blowing hard. the captain gave orders to get ready to anchor, the stress
of the storm making it necessary to run in under Rondeau Point for
shelter. It was then after midnight, and very dark, and while the
men were clearing away the anchors from the lee side of the topgallant
forecastle, a heavy sea boarded the vessel and washed overboard the
sailor McGee and the mate Maurice Langan. McGee came on board
again instantly, lifted by another wave, but the mate was swept
astern. Instantly Captain Langan, who was standing near the man at
the wheel, caught the wooden cover of the steering gear and flung it
through the darkness toward Maurice, yelling to know whether he had
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it. Tortunately he had, and he cried back, “Ay!” The captain shouted
to him to hold on to it and he would save him. This ready self-pos-
session on the part of the captain in throwing over the wooden cover
saved his brother’s life, as without this support the latter never could
have sustained himself in that turbulent midnight sea. A moment after
the captain had the helm hard down, the schooner lying to the wind, and
the stern-boat cleared away. The mate, Frank McGuirk, jumped down
into the boat and unhooked the stern-tackle, and the captain, springing
after him, unhooked the bow. ¢ Who'll follow me ?” cried the captain.
“1 will,” answered McGee. He leaped down into the boat as he spoke,
the captain catching him in his arms. No other volunteers offered, and
the boat was at once cast off and fell away into the darkness astern. As
it left, the captain sang out to the men on board to take care of the vessel
and to follow him. Presently the schooner was invisible, and the little
boat, with the captain at the steering oar and the other men rowing, was
tossing on the stormy sea, keeping as near as possible in the wake left
by the vessel, her bows headed toward the quarter where the captain’s
brother had disappeared, while the three on board incessantly shouted
the latter’s name. After some time spent in rowing and calling in the
tempestuous solitude, their hearts were gladdened by an answering hail
from the water. They could not see the mate, but rowed on, still shout-
ing. Finally, they saw him clinging to the wooden cover. A few pow-
erful oar-strokes brought the boat to his side, and his brother and the
second mate clutched him and dragged him in.

An attempt was now made to regain the vessel, but in the darkness
she could not be found. The four men were therefore forced to resign
themselves to their dangerous situation, exposed in an open boat to
the tempest, and liable to be overwhelmed at any moment by the
surges upon which they sank and rose. Nearly all the remainder of
the night was spent in keeping the boat’s head to the sea to prevent her
destruction and in bailing out the water, which, despite their efforts,
continually filled her. Weary of this toil, they at length, an hour before
dawn, turned the boat and raun before the wind and sea until daylight
came, disclosing the Canadian shore before them, and their vessel ten
or twelve miles distant, tossing on the stormy lake. They headed the
boat for a sand beach they saw near Port Talbot, and landed, the boat
being capsized in the surf in the effort, and McGuirk and McGee thrown
under her, the former receiving an injury to his leg by a blow from the
gunwale. They were dragged out by Captain Langan, and the boat
drawn up on the beach, where the four men sat for a little while to rest;
then, after pulling off and emptying their boots, which were full of
water, and putting them on again, they walked up to a house on a hill,
the residence of a Mr. Saunders and his three sisters. The ladies were
at home alone, and received the poor men with the greatest kindness
and hospitality, providing them at once with a comfortable room,
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warmed by a blazing fire, at which they could dry their clothes, and
serving them with a cordial meal and hot tea. Clothing was also fur-
nished them by these generous women, and in the afternoon a neigh-
boring farmer took them in his wagon to the house of a railroad super-
intendent, who gave them a free pass to Buffalo. Their terrible night
of heroism and peril had this happy ending. At Buffalo they found
their vessel, which had put back to port after they left her and reported
them lost.

A youth of twenty years of age, named Garret J. Benson, of Albany,
N. Y, was awarded a silver medal upon evidence which showed that
during the seven preceding years he had saved twelve persons from
drowning in the Hudson River. The curiosities of coincidence are
herein illustrated—Timothy C.Murphy, a young man of about the same
age, having this year, as previously stated, been awarded a silver medal
for similar rescues in the Thames River at Norwich, Conn., the number
of persons saved being also twelve, and the time involved seven years.
Several of the rescues effected by young Benson were of grown men
when he was a mere boy.

A gold medal was awarded to Capt. James C. Sandsbury, and silver
medals to Henry C. Coffin, Marcus W. Dunham, John B. Dunham,
Andrew Brooks, Edwin R. Smith and George E. Coffin, of Nantucket,
Mass., for life-saving efforts of marked nobility made by them upon the:
occasion of the great gale of March 31 and April 1, 1879.

The disasters to shipping during this storm were of extreme severity.
On the morning of April 1 the lifting fog revealed no less than sixty-
eight vessels, more or less disabled, in the waters around Nantucket.
It was on this morning that Captain Sandsbury, hearing that a number
of vessels were in distress near Tuckernuck Island, west of Nantucket,
collected as a crew the men above named, hired a team, and drove
over with a dory to Eel Point, which is distant six miles from the town.
Here the dory was launched, and he and his men rowed out three miles
through a heavy sea to Tuckernuck. At that place, a whale-boat was
manned with double-banked oars, and rowed to the schooner John W.
Hall, of Philadelphia, the crew of which was taken from the rigging
and 1anded on the island. The schooner Emma was next visited, and
her crew found to be in no immediate peril. Captain Sandsbury
and his men then rowed out four miles to the schooner Emma J,
Edwards, of Camden, N.J. The condition of this vessel was dreadful.
She was capsized and full of water. Enormous seas continually poured
over her, and at each one she would roll, thrashing the water with her
topmasts, which would rise again fifteen or twenty feet, and flail the
water anew, so that it was almost impossible to get near her. A
man, feebly motioning with his hand, was lashed to the upper horns
of the cross-trees. Underneath him were two dead bodies lashed to
the rigging. After some maneuvering, Captain Sandsbury, aware that
his boat was in momentary danger of being smashed to pieces by a blow

S5LS



66 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

from the lifting and falling masts, contrived to get into a position to en-
able one of his men, George E. Coftin, to jump from the boat on to the
cross-trees, a line being fast to him for his security. Once on the cross-
trees, George Coffin cast loose the living man and lowered him by the line
into the sea, whence he was hauled into the boat; after some time, got the
dead bodies free and lowered them also to the care of his companions;
then jumped into the sea and was himself taken in. The sea and wind
were so heavy that it was found the boat could not live if pulled against
them, and at the first fair chance it was quickly got before the wind,
and rowed for Nantucket, eleven miles distant, where it arrived with its
burden by noon. A whale-boat was then procured at that place, teamed
to Eel Point, and launched and rowed to Muskegit Island, which, like
Tuckernuck, is west of Nantucket. The pull was long and hard, the
brave crew only arriving by midnight. Sea and land were then wrapped
in intense darkness, and the men drew up their boat and waited on
Muskegit beach until break of day, or four o’clock. A launch was then
made and two vessels were visited in succession, neither proving to re-
quire assistance. The boat next visited the schooner Emma, and took
off her crew, proceeded to Tuckernuck and received on board the crew
of the schooner J. W. Hall, and then headed for Nantucket, where she
arrived with the resecued men about three o’clock in the afternoon. The
entire effort occupied thirty-two consecutive hours. It is needless to
remark that it shows throughout, in both the active and passive form,
the traits of a generous heroism. Disinterestedness, active compassion,
endurance of hardship, cool bravery in the jaws of danger, persistence
to the last measure of the need, are all there.

A gold medal was awarded to Capt. Frederick Kendrick, master of
the government harbor tug at Ludington, Mich., in recognition of an act
of magnificent gallantry, resulting in the saving of forty-four persons
from the large grain barge, J. H. Rutter, on the 1st of November, 1878.

The barge was a four-masted vessel of 1,224 tons, laden with 46,000
bushels of corn and 19,000 bushels of rye; and the day previous, as
narrated in the account of the services rendered by life-saving crews
further on, the men of Station No. 6, Eleventh District (Grand Point
au Sable), had discovered her in a water-logged condition and labored
incessantly for her relief, finally assisting the steam-tug De Pere to tow
her to an anchorage a mile north of Ludington, and rowing the captain
ashore, where he at once procured the aid of a gang of thirty-six trim-
mers to arrange the cargo, which had shifted and listed the vessel over
on her side. The sea was so rough that the tug which brought the
trimmers could not remain, and steamed back,leaving the men on board.

After about six hours hard work, just as the vessel was got into
navigable condition, a heavy southwest gale blew up, again shifted the
cargo, careened the barge upon her side, and drove her upon the harbor
bar, with the sea rushing completely over her. Daybreak disclosed her
sunk in 18 feet of water, the waves tumbling and whirling all over her
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 hull, and her crew, together with the trimmers, forty-four persons in all,
clinging to her rigging, where they had been since about midnight, ex-
posed to the wintry wind and flying spray. The alarm was given, and
it would hardly be exaggeration to say that in a short time the whole city
had assembled within view of the spectacle, terrible to all, and agoniz-
ing to the relatives and friends of the unfortunate laborers who con-
stituted the larger part of those on board. As soon as possible the life-
saving crew of Station No. 6 hurried to the spot with the wreck gun and
lines, and fired seven shots in the effort to cast a line over the vessel,
but found her beyond range. Desperate endeavors, which lasted sev-
eral hours, were then made by the crew to reach the imperiled men
with the surf-boat, but the violent wind and overwhelming sea drove
the boat back, despite the exertions of the rowers. The action of the
water was so frightful, that the steam-tugs present in the harbor, though
staunch and large vessels, could not be induced to venture to tow out
the surf-boat, which was the only possible means by which she could
reach the wreck, and the unhappy swarm of half-frozen men in the rig-
ging seemed doomed.

It was at this juncture that Capt. Frederick Kendrick came forward
as a volunteer. His tug wassmaller and weaker than any in the harbor,
and the chances were all against his being able to tow the surf-boat in
such a sea. The plan chosen was to put a scow in tow, manned by vol-

"unteers, with the surf-boat behind the scow. The tug accordingly
steamed out of the harbor with the two boats in file behind her. Just
as soon as she got outside the piers, all hope seemed over. The tug, the
scow, and the surf-boat were thrown furiously about from side to side.
At times the three boats entirely disappeared between the seas. For
more than an hour this fearful scene continued. At length the tug
mmade sufficient headway to the wreck to enable the surf-boat to cut
loose, plow up alongside, and take off eight men, with whom her crew
succeeded in reaching the land, though the boat filled to her gunwales,
while the tug made its way back into the harbor with the scow.

After an abortive effort of the surf-boat to reach the wreck again by
launching from the harbor, Captain Kendrick took the boat in tow once
more and for hours the terrible scene was repeated of the tug wading
and floundering convulsively through the watery avalanches with the
surf-boat in her rear. Finally the surf-boat was taken far enough from
shore to hold her own against the sea, and, cutting loose from the tug,
got sufficiently near to the wreck to cast a line to her, which was caught
by the men in the rigging and made fast. The surf-boat then carried
the other end of the line to the shore, the calculation being to set it up
and fetch the sufferers to land by the breeches-buoy. But the horror
of the situation was now increased by the consciousness that the day
was waning and that the endeavor for rescue by the meauns at last
arranged must be protracted into the darkness, and involved unknown
contingencies of disaster. In this exigency, Captain Kendrick forined
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the daring resolution of attempting to reach the wreck with the tug,
an enterprise which involved the very extreme of peril to his vessel and
to all on board. The sea had now increased in volume and fury, and
the vast multitude which lined the piers and beaches hardly breathed
as they beheld the sturdy little tug plunging and staggering in her
unequal fight with the cataracts which incessantly broke upon her,
sometimes flung widely aside in her conrse, but ever recovering and
holding stubbornly and slowly forward straight for the stranded vessel.
The breathless suspense continued as the tug gained the lee of the
wreck, and boldly made fast alongside. Slowly, one by one, the men
were seen leaving the shrouds. At last a shrill, short whistle broke
from the tug, and instantly the vast concourse on shore burst into a
tempest of cheering. The signal of success was understood, and it was
known that the men were saved. The shouts and tumult continued as
the little tug heavily floundered back to the piers, and just before twi-
light began to darken, the thirty-six poor fellows were landed upon the
dock amidst a storm of frantic exultation, and hurried away to warm
rooms, dry clothing, food, cordials, attendance—everything they needed.
In the evening all Ludington went into mass meeting at the largest pub-
lic hall to assist the sufferers. That, after all their many hours’ torture
from cold and hunger, the drench of the sea, and the anticipations of
doom, the final agony of a miserable death was spared them, is due
to the noble audacity of Captain Kendrick. The law provides no higher
tribute than the gold medal of the Life-Saving Service, which can, how-
ever, confer but a small degree of honor upon a man whose brave deed
has honored him infinitely more.

A silver medal was awarded to William Cousins, a gallant fireman on
board the revenue steamer J. F. Hartley. In February, 1878, he saved
from drowning a boy seven years of age, named Harry Clinton, by diving -
from the deck of that vessel in the harbor of San Francisco and swim-
ing under a wharf, whither the child had been swept by a strong ebb
tide, and where he had been sucked down by an eddy; a circumstance
which compelled the rescuer to dive once more to find him. In the fol-
lowing November, Cousins went over the side of the vessel again in the
same harbor, at five o’clock in the morning, while it was still dark, and
there were no persons yet stirring, and saved an intoxicated German
seaman, who had tumbled overboard from the whaling bark Eliza, lying
near by, and whose name is not known, owing to the fact that the modest;
life-saver kept the incident from the knowledge of his commanding offi-
cer, who learned it indirectly some months later. On a third occasion,
in February, 1879, he was startled out of his sleep near midnight by
cries for help from the water, and, rushing up on deck, sprang upon the
dock in front of the office of the United States shipping commissioners
at San Francisco, leaped into the water, and saved from drowning a man
named John Sawyer, who had fallen overboard from the wharf. The
alert and energetic character of these rescues is as noticeable as com-
mendable.
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A young French Canadian, named Alex. Labre, serving as a deck-
hand on a Greenpoint ferry-boat in the East River, New York, was
awarded a gold medal, specially in recognition of two rescues effected by
him in the year 1875. The first was of a young bridal couple, Germans,
named Edward and Emilie Malter. In attempting to step on board a
ferry-boat as it was leaving the pier the pair went overboard. Labre
was in another part of the boat, but,upon hearing the alarm, ran for-
ward and leaped into theriver. The young wife had already sunk once,
but upon rising again Labre seized Her by the back of her dress, at the
same time clutching her husband by the arm, and treading water vigor-
ously, he managed to sustain the struggling and half-drowned couple
and get them to the edge of the pier, where ropes were thrown them,
and they were hauled out. In the other instance, at equal hazard to
himself, Labre plunged into the river from the dock and saved a young
woman named Margaret Crawford. She had sunk once, when he came
up, seized, and swam with her to araft of logs. After getting her upon
them, she slipped and fell in again. It was only by great exertion and
the ruin of a new suit of clothes (it being Sunday), spoiled by the grease,
acid, and other stuff always floating around the New York slips, that
Labre contrived to get the almost inert young woman up on the raft
again. In addition to these two rescues, Labre was shown to have
saved at various times, anterior to the operation of the law, eleven other
persons by plunging into the water after them, and, there is reason to
believe, about as many more by going out to them in boats.

A silver medal was awarded to Mr. John H. Rapp, a wood and coal
dealer at the foot of Rivington street, New York City, in recognition of
two rescues lying within the purview of the law. One was in August,
1877, when a boy fell into the East River exactly where the street sewer
disgorges, and although the water was in a very filthy condition, Mr-
Rapp, who was sitting in his office near by, ran and plunged in, without
hesitation, bringing the youth safely to land. The other case was in
September, 1878, and involved the rescue, by another courageous plunge,
of an aged woman who fell into the river from an ash-barge, and whom
Mr. Rapp saved only after a hard struggle, finally swimming with her to
a coal-boat, into which she was pulled in a very exhausted condition.
To these generous feats, the only ones within the action of the medal
law, Mr. Rapp can add the record of nineteen years, during which period
it is stated he has saved twenty-four lives.

" Among the distinguished surfmen attached to the Life-Saving Service,
one of the very foremost is Capt. J. O. Doyle, the keeper of Station No,
4, Ninth District, Charlotte, Lake Ontario. His efficiency upon occa-
sions of shipwreck is always at the acme; but during the past year he
achieved, in two signal instances, rescues so splendid as to amply de-
serve the commemoration of the gold medal of the service, which was con-
ferred upon him. The first instance was at the wreck of the schooner
E. P. Dorr, of Chicago, which was discovered on the 11th of September,
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1878, at half-past nine o’clock in the evening, stranded about 1,200 yards
from the beach,amile west of Captain Doyle’s station. The night was dark
and rainy, and the vessel was only seen by the flare of a strong torch on
board, across the spread of stormy water which was rolling in tremendous
breakers from the northeast. The keeper at once ordered out the surf-
boat, which was dragged a mile up the beach, abreast of the schooner,
slid down the bank 20 feet high, and launched. By eleven o’clock the
~ vessel was reached. She was found in the worst possible position for
the operations of the crew of the surf-boat, her bows being directly
headed to the sea, so that the water was rushing along her sides like a
mill-race, converging at her stern, where it tumbled in great confusion.
The breakwater which a vessel affords for boat service when she lies
broadside on to the sea was, therefore, here wanting, and the life-saving
crew had to get up alongside as best they could, held to the schooner by
aline they threw on board, and maintaining their dangerous position with
all the more difficulty on account of a strong westering current, which
compelled constant maneuvering to keep he boat in the neighborhood of
_the vessel. These efforts, which were extremely laborious to the keeper
and crew, were protracted, and steersman and oarsmen subjected to great
fatigue, by the delay occasioned by a piece of stubborn good-heartedness
on the part of the sailors on board, who had taken it into their heads
that the cook, a woman, could not be lowered into the surf-boat, and
were determined not to abandon her. On the other hand, Captain Doyle
and his men were resolute not to leave them in their plight, and a dis-
cussion ensued under the last possible circumstances one would think
favorable for purposes of debate. The matter ended at last by the sailors
consenting to risk getting the cook into the boat. At the word of com-
mand the surf-boat darted alongside the hull, and as it rose upon the
great swell, the woman, dropped over the side by the sailors, was caught
by the strong arms of the surfmen, and the boat fell away. Anotherrun
up alongside, and the mate jumped for the boat, fell partly overboard,
and was haunled in. Just then a terrible sea swept the boat fifty feet
astern, snapping the line which held her to the schooner, and throw-
ing her up on the stern in an almost perpendicular position, nearly
pitching her end over end. This situation, in the thick darkness,
revealed only by the uncertain gleams from the torch on board the
vessel as it flickered in the wind, may be faintly imagined. To add to
its terrors, the same blow that flung the boat up on her stern broke out
the starboard scull-hole in which the steering oar lay, at a moment, too,
when her safety from overthrow depended upon keeping her bows to
the sea. It was all the affair of a moment, but in that moment the stout-
hearted Doyle had the coolness and intrepidity to instantly change his
oar from the broken scull-hole to the scull-hole in mid-stern, where he
lashed it securely, the boat’s head being kept meanwhile to the sea,
The boat was now down in her normal position, steady in the line of the
rushing undulations. At the same time, by good fortune, the vessel
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swung around broadside on to the sea, which gave the boat’s crew the
desired lee for operations, and enabled them to dash up alongside and
quickly take off the five men on board.
Despite the late hour, the storm, and the darkness, a large crowd of
men and women had gathered on the beach, and the greatest excitement
prevailed. They now saw the boat, with the six men and the woman
saved on board, drive swiftly toward the beach under the steady oar of
the keeper, with the great seas at every other moment sweeping over
her, and every yard of her course beset with difficulty and danger. At
length her bows grated on the sand, and all was safely over. The res-
cued woman had kept her senses through all that had happened until
then. The moment her feet touched the firm beach she swooned away.
The other case of rescue in which Captain Doyle showed signal
equality to the exigency was involved in the wreck of the schooner Star,
of Millpoint, Ontario, on October 23, 1878. This vessel, during a fierce
northwest gale, made an effort to gain the harbor at Charlotte, but,
missing the entrance Letween the harbor piers, was driven eastward
therefrom to a distance of about a thousand feet, when she dropped
her anchors to ride out the storm. She was no sooner fast than the
sea mounted her bulwarks and swept all over her, and her crew of seven
persons had to climb to her cross-trees for safety. This was at 6 o’clock
in the evening. The night was very dark, and the rain fell in deluge.
" The piers were completely overflooded by the sea, which ran so high
that it dashed in the windows of the lower light-house, and perpetually
leaped over the tower, so that the lamp could not be lighted. On the
beach where Captain Doyle and his men were assembled opposite the

" wreck, which was 300 yards distant, the vast drift was sweeping in from
the northwest in huge rolling breakers, changing under the action of
the wind, then shifting to the northeast, into a furious crosssea. To
launch a boat was simply impossible. It was equally impossible, prin-
cipally owing to the darkness in which the vessel was hidden, to reach
the wreck with a shot-line. All that the keeper could do was to wait until

“the wind had fully set to the northeast and somewhat beaten down the
waves. The large beach-lantern of the station was lighted and planted
in the sand, and signals were continuously made from the beach and
pier to encourage the sailors unpon the wreck, which was invisible.
Under the orders of the keeper, a lantern squad constantly marched the
beach, scanning the surf, ready to aid any men that might be washed
ashore from the vessel.

At length, about eleven o’clock, it was determined to risk the launch.
The sea was then terrible. Although the cross action had ceased, owing
to the settling of the wind, the water was rushing with tremendous vol-
ume, breaking as it reached the beach with an incessant roar. Over all
was the sightless gloom, filled with the streaming rain. To the little
group around their boat, abruptly lit by the beach-light and the glimmer
of their boat-lanterns, no sign of the vessel was manifest. A few mo-



72 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

ments of wary and daring effort, the launch was made, and the boat, diz-
zily lifting and falling, was cleaving its way with a strong roll of oars
into the obscurity on the search for the vessel. The hunt was blind, and
it was some time before the skeleton masts and rigging were seen dimly
looming above the sunken hull in the darkness. The seven men were still
up in the cross-trees of the foremast, nearly exhausted, where they had
been for over four hours. They were got down with toil and hazard into
the boat, and at ten minutes after midnight were landed on the beach-
The vessel went to pieces, and but for the noble keeper her crew would
have been lost. No medal was ever more worthily conferred than upon
him,

Gold medals were awarded severally to John Tully, William Devan,
and John Gillooly, three boatmen on the Ohio River, who, it appears
by the affidavits from eminent citizens which accompanied the applica-
tion made for them, have saved from drowning since 1875 no less than
forty-five persons. The scene of their exploits was the falls of the Ohio
at Louisville, Ky. These falls, in connection with the dam or break-
water at that place, are, at certain stages of the water, extremely dan-
gerous, and have occasioned the loss of many lives, as boats attempt-
ing to cross the river, if caught in the suck of the rapids, are almost
inevitably swept over and their occupants destroyed. The large num-
ber of persons saved from this fate, as stated, within the past four years,
owe existence to the intimate knowledge of the river possessed by this
heroic triad of boatmen, and to the skill, courage, and humanity in the
exercise of which these rescues were effected. It was shown that in
some instances the dauntless three put out from shore under circum-
stances so dangerous as to call forth the passionate entreaties of their
kinsfolk and friends, urging them not to go. The spirit that moved them
to resist these supplications and to dare jeopardy for the sake of fellow-
creatures menaced with a dreadful doom, is shown also in cases where
they stripped themselves of their clothing to protect the drenched and
shivering beings they had saved. The tokens of recognition and honor
officially bestowed upon them become as nothing to the tribute every-
one must render in the knowledge of deeds so truly manly as theirs.

A worthy close to the testimonials of the year for extreme and heroic
daring in saving human life from the perils of the sea in our waters, was
made by the award of a gold medal to Capt. Tsaac F. Mayo, of Prov-
incetown, Mass., in remembrance of his hardy gallantry at the wreck of
the Sarah J. Fort on Cape Cod, on February 26, 1879. The story of the
service he rendered has been told in the preceding pages, and justifies
the fullest substantial appreciation it was in the power of the establish-

ment to accord him.
RECOMMENDATIONS.

The crew of a life-saving station is at present composed of seven
persons, a force which is simply adequate to the manning of six oars and
the oar of the steersman. To a great extent the beaches are barren out-
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lying strips of sand, separated from the mainland by intervening bays,
and absolutely destitute of other inhabitants than the groups of seven
surfien, several miles apart, in the solitary stations, rendering it im-
possible to obtain outside assistance for any of the operations of the
service, or for any suddenly created need. The conditions are such that
in each case two more persons could be usefully employed, but at least
one additional man at each station is considered indispensable. In
the state of the surf which exists in stormy weather, the time when a
life-saving crew is likely to be.called upon to put off to a wreck, it is
of great importance that some one should be upon the beach to assistin
launching the boat, and, what is still more important, to receive her upon
her return, thus aiding in both instances to prevent her from capsizing
or broaching to. An extra man at each station would also materially
lighten the labor of patrol, by adding a relief to the crew and enabling the
men to be successively spared from a watch. Enough has been said -
elsewhere, perhaps, to afford an adequate comprehension of the hard-
ships involved in the protracted marches of the patrolmen hy night upon
our winter beaches. It is no little matter, as everyone will concede, for
these solitary men to be compelled to plod and grope for miles over the
rough levels of the seaside in the icy darkness, watching meanwhile the
obscure offing for endangered ships, while all the world lies comfortably
in bed. No man among these crews ever gets a whole night’s sleep
during the eight months of station duty. From sunset to dawn, the
beach must be patrolled, and for the space of at least four hours, each
member must perform this duty. It hardly needs to be said how wearing
such a life is to the crews. The addition of another member to the sta-
tion personnel would obviously afford a considerable relief by allowing
each man to be off patrol duty for an uninterrupted night’s rest once a
week. Another advantage would arise from the extra help thus made
available in hauling the apparatus on severe occasions, in setting it up
and working it at wrecks, or in sending back to the station for an imple-
ment or article that may be wanting to replace one broken or expended,
when the present complement of men are fully needed for operations
upon the scene of disaster. The addition would also, on all ordinary
occasions, enable a man to be left at the station to guard its property,
which the absence of the crew at a wreck, under existing circumstances,
now leaves without a custodian. Still further, and more important, it
would give a chance for the preparation, in advance, of the necessary cul-
inary and hospital arrangements at the station, which usually succeed
a rescue. At present a crew, frequently returns to the house, after the
racking labors of a whole day or night, faint with hunger, cold, drenched
through and through, cut or bruised, and spent with fatigue. They bear
with them a terrible group of the rescued, sometimes with women and
children in the number, livid, ragged, half naked, hurt, famished, wet,
and frozen. The station fire is out or burnt low; no food is prepared ;
nothing is ready; everything has to be begun. With an extra man at
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the station the 'miserable assembly would enter an interior fully prepared
for their reception. .

Under the circumstances, and for the reasons given, the proposed
addition is plainly essential. To enable this to be made, an increased
appropriation is necessary, and such an increase is contemplated in the
estimates submitted for the ensuing year. '

Another urgent rejuirement for ths promotion of efficiency is the
provision of horses. The lightest burden of apparatus or life-saving
appliances needed at a wreck is at least a thousand pounds, and at
present, in most instances, this has to be drawn by the men. Itis
probable that to fully realize the heavy task involved it would be nec-
essary to actually see with the eye the group of seven surfmen harnessed
to the loaded hand-cart, violently tugging in oblique positions, almost
inclined to the ground under the strain of the burden, as they toil for-
ward to the scene of the shipwreck. It must be borne in mind that
their load has often to be dragged through a slough of wet sand, against
the stress of a winter gale, and that the journey will generally vary
from one to three or four miles from the station. Hénce they must
arrive seriously fatigued at the point where the severe labors of the
direct operations at the wreck are to begin, and where they need their
freshest energies. Equally bad, owing to the circumstance of their nec-
essarily plodding progress with their grievous load,is the delay involved
in reaching the wreck, a speedy arrival at which is so obvious a neces-
sity that every one could wish that the rescuing party might come tearing
along the beach at a gallop, with the speed of an engine racing to a fire.

In order that the life-saving apparatus may be conveyed with the
utmost possible dispatch to the spot, and the operations of rescue com-
menced promptly, and also that the crew may come to the work with
undrained strength and vitality, it is necessary that draught horses
should be provided, and it is hoped that the appropriations may be ang-
mented sufficiently to attain this very desirable end. The expenditure in-
volved would not be large. Proper inquiries have been made, and it is
found that in numerous instances horses can be obtained for the cost of
their keeping and shelter only. At certain points their purchase would
benecessary. The appropriations have heretofore enabled the officers in
charge of the service to atuthorize the employment of horses at only a
few localities, and upon particular occasions, under circumstances where
the transportation of the apparatus would have been literally impossible
without them ; but it is highly desirable, and even indispensable, if effi-
cient service be required where responsibility is already laid, that these
animals should be at all the stations. No station could be considered
fully equipped without two good draught horses, but it is hoped that
allowance may be at least made for one.

The subject of the low compensation received by the superintendents
of the several life-saving districts is one deserving of serious consider-
ation. The pay of these trusty and able men, all of them proficient and
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all enthusiasts in the business of life-saving, is, with two exceptions, only
$1,000 per annum. These exceptions are the compensation of the su-
perintendents 8f the Third ‘and Fourth Districts, which is in each in-
stance $1,500 per annum, a sum fixed before the inauguration of the
present system, and which is very little, considering that one district
- embraces thirty-eight stations, and the other forty, and that they
are under bonds of 25,000 and $£30,000, respectively. No allowance
is made to any of the district superintendents for clerk-hire, and
they are all heavily bonded and charged with the keeping of their own
accounts and all their correspondence. They are responsible for the
efficiency of their districts, and their task necessarily occupies their
whole time. During the active season they have frequently to personally
visit and inspect every station on their respective coasts, and see that
all the implements and apparatus are in order, making requisition
for whatever is lacking, and being charged with a considerable part of
the purchases of needed supplies and fitments. They are intrusted
- with the selection of the keepers of the several stations, a duty requir-
ing much knowledge, judgment, and probity, and with the payment of
them and their crews, upon their quarterly visits to the stations. They
have, in a word, the direct and immediate government of these impor-
tant districts.

It is plain that for duties so arduous and responsible, and ever in-
creasing in seriousness and magnitude, suitable compensation should be

- accorded, and that less than the pay of a clerk of thelowest grade, which
is what eight out of ten of these officers receive, is far from being suitable,
while the pay of the other two, burdened with heavier duties, equally
merits increase; and the recommendation is earnestly made that the an-
nual compensation of all the district superintendents be raised to an
amount justified by their professional ability, their high character, and
their laborious and responsible positions.

It is highly desirable that life-saving crews, who have been subjected
to the drill and discipline of the service, and by this, and actual expe-
rience in managing the apparatus upon occasions of shipwreck, acquired
a proficiency similar to that of a trained soldier or man-of-war’s man,
should be retained at the stations in preference to new recruits who bring
to their duties nothing but the fisherman’s or wrecker’s gkill in managing
boats, and have to be instructed in the special operations of life-saving,
particularly those which relate to wreck-gunnery, setting up and work-
ing hawsers and hauling lines, and delivering persons by the breeches-
buoy or life-car. The endeavor has been made to continue this class of
men from year to year at the stations, as far as possible; but with a view
of securing a surer tenure, it is recommended that authority be given to
enroll them for a term of three years, with the condition, of course, that
they may be discharged at any time by the government. It is also
recommended that the Lenefits of the pension laws be extended to such

-of them as may becowe disabled in the discharge of duty, and to the
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widows and orphans of those who may perish in attempts at rescue.
This recommendation was made in a former report, and formally sup-
ported by reasons, as propriety seemed to require. It is now simply
renewed, for surely no further argument is necessary to show that the
benefit of pension is as much due to men who are maimed or killed in
the effort to save life in the service of the country, as to those who suffer
the like injury or loss when the interests of the country demand that
life should be destroyed. In the instance of the loss of the United States
steamer Huron, in 1877, the government made liberal pecuniary allow-
ance to the immediate relatives of the persons who perished in the en-
deavor to render assistance, and in addition placed them, on a generous
scale, upon the pension rolls. Yet the year before, seven brave men, the
whole crew of a station-boat, went out in the night in a desperate effort .
to save life from the Italian bark Nuova Ottavia, on the coast of North
Carolina, and were every one drowned; and to this day, with the excep-
tion of a small gratuity bestowed by an Italian society, nothing has been
done for the relief of their widows and orphans, although it is under-
stood they are all in penury.

The necessity for the establishment of additional life-saving stations
at a number of points upon the coast has in several instances been
brought to the atte ntion of the officers in charge of the service by the
occurrence, within the past few years, of frequent marine disasters
in those localities, accompanied by great loss of life and property.
Numerous petitions of masters and owners of vessels and others inter-
ested in shipping have also been presented for stations at other points,
and have led to such examinations as are necessary to proper conclusions
in the premises, great care being always taken to recommend only such
stations as it is certain their utility would justify.

A sad disaster which occurred on November 3 last, at Cape Elizabeth,
Maine, and which led to the loss of several lives, although the vessel
drifted so near the land that her crew could converse with people on
shore and ask that a life-boat be sent them (which could not be done, no
boat being available), caused a large petition to be presented for the es-
tablishment of a station at some locality near the entrance of Portland
Harbor. A list of total losses of vessels in the vicinity within ten
years was also furnished—numbering 22 and involving the loss of many
lives. The establishment of a station is recommended near the harbor,
which with Casco Bay is largely sought for refuge Ly coasters during
storms.

A large petition has also been received from citizens of Portsmouth, N.
H., and Kittery, Me., asking for the establishment of a station on Ger-
rish’s Island, a dangerous locality at the eastern entrance of Portsmouth
Harbor. There have been numerous severe disasters in this vicinity,
and due examination has made apparent the duty of recommending a
station here.

A station is also required at a point at some distance north of Scitu-
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. t
ate Harbor, Mass. The station heretofore authorized for Scituate was

placed several miles below the harbor, but the one now recommended
seems to be nearly or quite as necessary as that established.

The neighborhood of Peaked Hill bars and Provincetown, Cape Cod,
the dangers of which are not exceeded by those of any other locality, is
in urgent need of further protection. Disasters here are extremely fre-
quent and calamitous. Two additional stations in this vicinity are ne-
cessary, one, at least, imperatively so. A very extéensive petition has
been received setting forth this need, which had become already appar-
ent to the officers of the service.

Nantucket, with its neighboring islands and shoals, is an exceed-
ingly dangerous locality, and the single life-saving station here and
the life-boat house of the Massachusetts Humane Society are insuffi-
cient to afford adequate protection to mariners. The disasters in these
waters are very numerous. After a single storm last spring, no less
than 68 vessels more or less disabled were in sight from the town, 11
of them being ashore. Urgent representations in this relation have been
made to this office, with solicitations for appropriate relief. There should
be at least two additional stations in this vicinity.

The establishment of a station is highly desirable at Lewes, Del. The
breakwater at this place forms a harbor of refuge, making which many
vessels suffer disaster. In a single gale in the spriug of 1877, six ves-
sels sank at their moorings in this dangerous locality. The nearest life-
saving station at present is five miles distant, and often it would be im-
possible for the crew to get their boat around the cape to the assistance
of any vessel in distress, which aid from a station at the point indicated
could reach readily.

On the same coast, between Cape Henlopen and Cape Charles, five
additional stations are necessary at such intermediate points between
existing stations as will enable the beach to be thoroughly patrolled.
At present, the distances between most of the stations in this district
(the Fifth) are inordinate, being in two instances about 20 miles, and in
another 25. The beach is very rough and is frequently intersected by
inlets, which make much wading necessary on the part of the patrol,
whose journey the peculiarities of the track, no less than the number of
miles to be traveled, render extremely toilsome and difficult. The dis-
tances mentioned as separating the stations also make the speedy re-
currence of the patrolmen upon their respective beats quite impossible,
a circumstance unfavorable to the prompt discovery of stranded or other-
wise distressed vessels, whose number upon this harsh coast is consider-
able annually.

Two additional stations are required upon the North Carolina coast;
one between Stations Nos. 17 and 18, about 2 miles south of New Inlet,
and the other between Nos. 21 and 22, a little north of the extreme
point of Cape Hatteras. New Inlet is one of the most dangerous points
upon this coast, as the remains of numerous wrecks in the vicinity
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testify; and the distance between the two stations nearest to it is about

- 9 miles. The beach is low and flat, and very frequently, in consequence
of the high tides that prevail during easterly storms, it is impossible
for the patrolmen to cover their beats. In the event of a wreck occur-
ring upon the south side of the inlet, the difficulties to be overcome, and
the time consumed iu transporting the apparatus to the scene, would ma-
terially lessen the chances of rendering effective assistance, or prevent it
altogether. Thedistancebetween Stations Nos.21and 22isabout11miles,
following the line of the coast. The reasons mentioned in the foregoing
instance apply almost as well to this case. Besides, there are dangerous
shoals near the point of Cape Hatteras, upon which numerous vessels
have been sunk. At sach times prompt assistance is required in the
rescue of the imperiled crews. Station No. 22, which is the nearest to
these shoals, is too remote to permit the life-saving crew to keep a
proper watch over them, particularly in thick or hazy weather.

The distances between the stations on the Florida coast are generally
about 30 miles. It is felt to be a duty to recommend the establishment
of six stations at points intermediate between those now existing. As
these stations are not provided with crews, being houses of refuge each
in the charge of a custodian only, and provisioned and furnished for the
succor of seafarers cast away upon the coast, their maintenance is not
expensive, and the cost is amply counterbalanced by the fact that they
have.proved useful in preventing many persons who have escaped ship-
wreck from perishing of hunger and thirst in that barren and uninhab-
ited region.

The details of a particularly distressing disaster at Pentwater, Lake
Michigan, have just been received. It appears that on the evening of
the 20th instant, during a fierce gale and snow-storm, the keeper of the
station at Ludington, who had just been appointed, received a telegram
stating that the schooner Mercury was ashore near Pentwater, which was
15 miles distant, and that her crew of seven men must certainly perish
before morning, all attempts to reach them having proved unavailing,
and one brave man having lost his life in the effort. The station at
Ludington was not yet fitted for service, but the equipments had ar-
rived, and the keeper hastily mustered a crew of volunteers, and having
with great difficulty, owing to the dangerous state of the sea, procured
the services of a tug, started at once in the life-boat for the wreck, which
was reached near midnight. The vessel was found covered with ice, and
the people on board were taken off by the life-boat men almost frozen
and in a pitiable condition. This disaster, with a number of others that
have taken place at and ncar Pentwater, shows the necessity for the
establishment of a station at this place, at which there is considerable
shipping, and which presents the usual hazards and difficulties to be
encountered by vessels when attempting to effect an entrance in bad
weather between the piers by which the harbors of the lake cities and
towns are formed.
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Under the caption of Awards of Medals, reference has been made to
the rescue by three brave boatmen, since 1375, of 45 persons from drown-
ing in the rapids commonly known as the falls of the Ohio, opposite the
-city of Louisville, Ky. Aeccompanying the evidence of the heroism of
these boatmen were petitions for the establishment of a life-saving sta-
tion at that point, indorsed by the supervising inspector of steam vessels
of that district, captains of vessels, and others familiar with the danger
of these rapids, which is greatest at low water, and consists mainly of a
strong chute which rushes between ledges of rocks projecting from either
shore, and is called the suck. Boats attempting to cross the river are
liable to be caught in this suck orin currents trending towards it, which
are extremely insidious, and, despite the most strenuous exertions of the
rowers, to be drawn down the chute, where they are almost sure to be
whirled over, and their occupants drowned. Besides the persons saved
in this locality by the boatmen above referred to, who, it seems, by their
position as employés on a coal-wharf on the banks of the river, have
been enabled to be constantly on the watch for persons imperiled in the
chute, and to put out promptly to the rescue, it appears that a consid-
erable number, unperceived or unassisted by them or others, have, at
various times, been drawn into the fatal trap of these rapids, and lost
" their lives. The establishment of a life-saving station at this point is
therefore recommended as highly desirable. Such a station would differ
considerably in its equipments and organization from stations on the
coast, but counld easily be furnished with proper boats and other appli-
ances adapted to the conditions.

CONCLUDING REMARKS.

The Life-Saving Establishment has noew had a year’s operation under
the beneficial action of the law of June 18, 1878, and the results of
this legislation, predicted in the preceding report of the service, have
been abundantly verified. The main feature of the law was the definite
organization of the service into a national establishment, and this has
obviously conferred upon it a public prestige and resultant power-which
it could not otherwise have gained. Aeccompanying this aet of institu-
tion was the creation of new stations, which filled many dangerous gaps
upon the coast with such efficacy as might flow from the erection of
fortresses upon a hitherto unguarded frontier, and also the extension of
the domain of the service into regions before barren of life-saving aid to
wrecked seafarers, but henceforth fruitful of every form of aid and
succor which human care can devise for such distresses, and manly
courage render.

The consequences anticipated from the provision of the act which in-
creased the compensation of the keepers of the stations have also been
realized. The anxiety with which the officers in charge of the service,
and burdened with its responsibilities, saw slowly dropping from its
rolls, or retained by the most uncertain tenure, the names of the trustiest
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and bravest beachmen has been relieved, and under the sustenance and
incentive of a living remuneration, the best coast genius and daring
have become largely available, embodied in the persons of keepers
worthy of their positions. Their deeds already speak for them. The year
shows a record of life rescued and property saved from destruction
which no life-saving establishment in the world can excel, and the in-
stances of baffled effort, either by fault or inability, are scant and few.
Under the incentive afforded by the law, not alone of proper pecuniary
reward, but of public recognition for their labors, and public Lhonor for
their successes, aided by the growing consciousness of belonging to a
service steadily augmenting in importance as in use, the masters of
beach-craft, the best of those accustomed to triumph in boats over surf
and sea, the best also of our coast citizens have been, or are being,
drawn to the keeperships of the establishment, and they attract around
them in turn, by skilled selection, crews of the truest metal for the
patient duties of patrol or the perilous service of wrecks. The amplest
results may be expected from the entrance into life-saving duty of men
like these. They bring their surfing and wrecking knowledge and
experience as the foundation for accomplishment in the methods of
rescue imparted by the drill and discipline of the service; and here, as
in the discharge of the new functions conferred upon them by the law
as custodians of stranded property, their professional efficiency will be
supplemented by the invaluable quality of manly character.

In providing for the detail of Revenue Marine officers as inspectors
of the stations, the law authorized and gave due extension to a measure
which the necessities of the service had previously begun. The ex-
perience of these officers happily adapt them for their duties in the
supervision of the stations, and under their care a marked advance has
been made in the order and efficiency of the districts. They are pecu-
liarly fitted for training the crews in the manual of operations with the
apparatus in use at wrecks, an improved method in which has been
devised, as elsewhere stated, by one of their number.

The prolongation of the term of station service, so as to cover in for
life-saving activity, the season from the earliest autumn storms to the
latest of spring, was an important feature of the law, and has proved
of marked beneficence, rendered effectual, as it was, by larger appro-
priations. It is certain that but for this provision many lives and much
property would have perished, the tempests of last fall, a season when
heretofore the stations were not enabled to be opened, having been of
singular severity. Reference to that part of this report which records
briefly the services of the crews will show how actively they were en-
gaged at periods when they were formerly not employed, and how many
lives were saved which but for the stations being open would have been
lost. The record in this respect extends also to the prevention of
unknowable marine loss at these periods by aid of every description
afforded by the crews to vessels in positions of distress or peril, and
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made possible only by their being on duty. It will be seen that, al-
though their services thicken, becoming also more arduous and impeor-
tant, at dates when the deepening inclemency of the season multiplies
the number, as it also aggravates the character of marine disasters upon
the coasts, their record in the milder periods which the law covers is by
no means inconsiderable, and quite justifies the legislation referred to.
In no particular has the law worked more felicitously than in its pro-
vision for the proper organization of the life-boat service upon the Lakes.
A previous report of the establishment has referred to the paralysis
which threatened life-boat effort in that region owing to the lack of power
to compensate the crews, no matter what hardship or danger they incur-
red in attempts at rescue, unless they actually and indisputably saved
life. All this has been averted. The provisions of the law authorizing
the payment of crews for every occasion of actual service at shipwreck,
and enabling them to be remunerated for days spent in the drill and
exercise necessary to their proficiency in life-saving operations, and ap-
propriations permitting the constant employment of crews at certain of
these stations, have called into being an unrivaled corps of able and dar-
ing men, zealous and eager to the last extremity, and who have shown
themselves equal to almost every emergency. What they have succeeded
in doing is shown in the statement of services of crews previously indi-
cated. A telling record of their efficiency in seasons of exigency, which
those who know the fury of the Lake waters at times of tempest can best
Tealize, is afforded by the fact that of all the lives imperiled on those
portions of the Lake coasts protected by stations during the last fiscal
year only six escaped their aid and were lost. Going beyond the annals
of the year; a still more striking exhibit of this newly-organized efficiency
upon the Lakes in the field of life-saving operations is afforded by the cir-
cumstance that of the 545 persons on board 69 vessels suffering disaster,
since the 30th of June last up to the present date (November 27), only a
single one has been lost—the instance being a woman, the cook of the ves-
sel, who was asleep below at the moment of stranding, and was drowned
in her bed, the captain having strangely failed to notify her of her danger,
The efficiency of the service upon the Lakes and all other coasts is
due to men like these referred to, as well as to the legislation which af-
fords the opportunities to call them into action. The success of every
service depends upon the character of its agents, and by their actions
must every service stand or fall. To obtain the proper men is the indis-
pensable requisite, and nowhere more so than in the stations of the Life-
Saving Service. Aided by the law, the officers in charge of the establish-
ment have bent their best efforts to this end. They have considered that
in the composition of the station crews—deliverance to persons imperiled
upon wrecks being the object, and no question of governmental policy,
nor the interest of any creed being concerned—all political and sectarian
considerations must be ignored, and the best men obtainable rigorously
selected, with sole regard to their manly character and professional
6Ls
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ability. To be possessed of the consummate skill and heroism which
enables a crew to cope with the perilous breakers for the rescue of fellow-
beings must here be the one only qualification, and to fit men for the
sacred duty of saving human life it is not necessary that they should be
professing church-members or staunch allies of the administration. In
this view the officers of the service have invariably had the cordial sup-
port of superior official authority. The service has for years been admin-
istered in this spirit, and whatever success has attended its efforts is
largely due to the fact.

With stations filled by crews selected on this principle, aided by im-
proved appliances and supported by adequate means, it is difficult to
assign a limit to the efficacy of the service. It is certainly possible to
make our coasts measurably safe to the shipwrecked—to reduce loss of
life to a figure extremely low. On those parts of the coast where the
service is at its best estate the showing in this respect is already extra-
ordinary. Previous to the act of June 20, 1874, there was no law
authorizing statistics of marine disasters to be gathered, as they regu-
larly are now through the collectors of customs, the results appearing
annually in compilations accompanying the reports of this service. The
following table referring to disasters upon the Lakes, embracing a period
from the year when these compilations are such as to admit of a full com-
parison with other years up to the present time, strikingly exemplifies the
relation which the Life-Saving Service bears to coast mortality.

! Number of Number of Number of Ratio of lives | Ratio of lives

Fiscal year. 1. | pETsons on | 3. lost to number | lost to number

| casualties. Poara. lives lost. | o) hoard, of casualties.

1875-"T6 ccevivernnen vomannnnnnnnn 515 4,728 87| As1to 5428 | As 1 to 591
1876-"TT ceeeeiaer ceeveee cneean 205 2,054 49 | As 1l to 60.28 [ As 1 to 6.02
1877-"T8 ceeiet teiieeceeiianaan | 470 4,309 42| As1 t0102.59 | As 1 to 11.19
1878-"79 «ceeeeiaet ceeeeeieeaen ! 408 ] 4,110 ] 19| As 1 t0216.31 | As 1 to 21.47

It will be observed from the above tabular statement that in the year
first mentioned, ending June 30, 1876, when there were no stations, 87
lives were lost, being one out of every 54 on board, or one out of a fraction
less than every six disasters. There were 11 stations established in the
earlier part of the next fiscal year and 16 in the latter part, and the loss
of life has descended to 49, being one out of every 60 persons on board,
or one out of a fraction over every 6 casualties. The year following, with
the same number of stations, but the men being, of course, more profi-
cient in the methods, the loss of life is reduced to 42, being one out of
every 102 persons on board, or one out of every 11 casualties. All this
time the station operations were seriously crippled by the insufficiency of
the means provided for the proper maintenance of the crews. The next
year this was- remedied by the act of June 18, 1878, and the loss of life
has sunk to 19, being one out of every 216 persons on board, or one out
of every 21 casualties. No words could add point to this‘ telling exhibit
of the power exercised by life-saving stations over mortality by ship-
wreck.
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SERVICES OF LIFE-SAVING CREWS DURING FISCAL YEAR END-
ING JUNE 30, 1879.

July 7, 1878.—The crew of Station No. 40, Fourth District, New Jer-
sey, boarded the schooner Electa Bailey, of Philadelphia, which stranded
at 6.30 a. m., and rendered assistance in getting her off.

July 256.—The same crew pulled out and landed the crew of three men
and their effects from the wreck of the schooner Peerless, of Port Jeffer-
son, New York, which struck and sunk on Crow’s Shoal.

July 26.—The crew of Station No. 39, Fourth District, New Jersey,
went out in their boat in a heavy sea, and succeeded, with great diffi-
culty, in taking off four men from the schooner Imogene Diverty, of Cam-
den, New Jersey, which stranded in a gale at 3 a. m., and finally sunk on
South Bar, Cold Spring Inlet.

July 28.—The crew of Station No. 9, Ninth District, Marblehead, Lake
Erie, rescued two boys, in a rough sea, from the bottom of a capsized
boat to which they had been clinging for twenty minutes.

August 5.—A portion of the crews of Stations Nos. 8, 9, and 10, Third
District, Long Island, went out and rendered some assistance in ﬂoating
off the steamer Blackstone, of Baltimore, which had stranded at half-ebb
tide in the fog about 300 yards from the shore.

August 12.—The sloop Belle, of Oswego, lost her rudder five miles from
Big Sandy Creek, Lake Ontario, in a heavy sea. The crew of Station
No. 1, Ninth District, pulled out to her in the life-boat, towed her into
port by her line, and put her in order. Three men were on board.

August 14.—The keeper of Station No. 1 (Narragansett Pier), Third
District, Rhode Island, discovered the schooner Armenia, of Tucf{erton,
New Jersey, on Whale Rock, West Bay. She had dragged her anchors
in a heavy sea, and struck upon the rock at midnight. The concussion
threw down the captain, breaking his arm below the elbow and injuring
his hand severely. The keeper of the station got together his crew, and
succeeded, after much labur, in saving the six men on board, together
with their clothing. The vessel was lost.

August 14.—A small boat containing five men capsized through care-
less management a mile and a half from Station No. 2, Ninth District,
Lake Ontario. The men clung to the boat, and in half an hour were
taken from the water by the life-boat crew.

August 14.—Two men, the mate and the chief engineer of the tug
Burngide, were capsized at 10.30 a. m., in a sail-boat, in Ottawa Bay,
half a mile to leeward of the keeper of Station No. 4, Tenth District, who
happened to be returning from East Tawas in the station supply-i)oat,
and instantly ran down to them in a freshening wind, and took them
from the bottom of their boat, to which they were clinging, with the sea
breaking over them.

August 17.—The keeper of Station No. 5, First District, Maine, discov-
ered the schooner D. M. French, of Barnstable, Massachusetts, stranded
during a fog on Brown’s Ledge, near the station. Signaling for his crew,
he obtained five men, who rowed out to her, kedged her off through the
ledges, and ran her into Seal Harbor on to some flats, where her damage
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could be ascertained at low water, thus delivering her with her crew of
five men from a perilous position.

September 1.—The crew of Station No. 5, Third District, Rhode Island,
went to the assistance of the schooner Rebecca W. Huddell, of Phil-
adelphia, which had stranded, at 10.30 p. m., in a thick fog, on the
western side of Block Island. There were seven persons on board. The
vessel was got off the next day.

September 2-3.—The crews of Stations Nos. 8 and 9, and a portion ot
the crew of Station No. 10, Third District, Long Island, worked the best
part of these two days in getting afloat the schooner Hattie V. Kelsey,
of New Haven, Connecticut, which had run upon the bar in a thick fog
near Station No. 7. They first conveyed the captain’s wife and family
and their effects on shore, then returned and engaged in the heavy labors
of working the vessel off into deep water, sticking by until successful.
There were eleven persons on board.

September 3.—The crew of Station No. 5, Tenth District, went out to
the relief of the schooner Vampire, of Ashtabula, Ohio, which had been
struck by a heavy squall, thrown upon her beam-ends, and when she
righted had 53 feet of water in her hold, in which condition she anchored
and showed signals of distress. They reached her at 10 o’clock a. m.,
fell to work at the pumps, and at seven o’clock in the evening got her
clear of water, and started her under sail, in good condition, for her des-
tination. Six men composed her crew.

September 4.—The crew of Station No. 23, Fourth District, New Jer-
sey, went to the schooner Ann 8. Cannon, of Philadelphia, which had run
upon a shoal at noon, and, after over three hours’ difficult and perilous
effort, succeeded in taking from her five men and a woman, the sea being
very rough, and the vessel, which was slowly sinking, lying in an unfa-
vorable position—that is, with her stern to the sea—which compelled the
crew to take the rescued persons down over the bow.

September 7.—The brig Alexander Nickels, of New York, stranded and
went to pieces in a violent tempest a mile and a half south of New River.
Of the six men on board at the time, one was lost. The remaining five
were found by the keeper of House of Refuge No. 5, Seventh Distric
Florida. Loss of life being involved, the particulars of this wreck wil
be found under that caption on page 18 of this report.

September 10.—The yacht Silver Cloud, of Oswego, while engaged in
a regatta, capsized with seven persons on board a mile from that place.
The keeper of Station No. 3, Ninth District, at once mustered a crew,
launched the life-boat, and rescued these men, who were clinging to the
sides and bottom of the capsized vessel.

September 11.—The French brig Sévre stranded and went to pieces in
a gale, sixteen miles north of House of Refuge No. 1, Seventh District.
There were ten persons on board. One was lost. Of the other nine,
eight were found on the shore by a colored man named Peter Wright and
conducted to Titusville. The remaining man was found by the keeper
nearly gone with hunger and thirst, carried to the station, and kept for
ten days before he was able to travel. (See page 19.)

September 11.—A gallant rescue of six men and a woman was effected
from the schooner E. P. Dorr, of Oswego, by the crew of Station No. 4,
Charlotte, Lake Ontario, Ninth District. The schooner was seen at half
past nine in the evening stranded about 1,200 yards from the beach, a
mile west of the station, with a torch burning. The night was dark and
rainy, and a tremendous sea was rolling in from the northeast. Hurriedly
getting the surf-boat upon its carriage, the crew dragged it a mile by
hand, abreast of the vessel, and getting it down an embankment twenty
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feet, launched it and reached the wreck at about eleven o’clock. The
vessel was in a bad position for effort, lying head to the heavy sea, which
wasracing along her sides and tumbling in around her stern. There was
no shelter, therefore, for the boat, and a strong current running to the
westward made constant maneuvering necessary to maintain the boat in
position. To add to the difficulty, there was delay, involving much fa-
tigue to the life-saving crew, owing to the unwillingness of the sailors
to leave the vessel, because they thoughtthe woman on board, the cook,
could not be lowered into the surf-boat. They were finally persuaded
to try it, and the cook was dropped safely into the arms of the surf-boat
men. The mate followed, fell partly overboard, and was hauled in. At
that moment a heavy sea swept the boat fifty feet astern, breaking the
line by which she was held to the schooner, splitting out a piece of the
boat at the starboard scull-hole, and lifting the boat almost upright upon
its stern, a position favorable to its being tossed end over end. It was
with much difficulty that the boat was kept head to the sea, while the
gallant keeper changed his oar from the starboard scull-hole to the
central or midship stern scull-hole, and lashed it securely. Meanwhile
the vessel had broached to, giving a better lee to the boat for its opera-
tions, and enabling the crew to swiftly run up and take off the five men on
board. Landing was then effected, though with danger and difficulty
from the heavy seas sweeping over the boat. Immediately upon reach-
ing shore the rescued woman fainted away upon the beach, and was
carried to a cottage near by and cared for. (See page 69, under caption
Awards of Medals.) .

September 13.—The crew of Station No. 7, Fairport, Lake Erie, Ninth
District, devoted two hours and a half to the rescue, accomplished with
the surf-boat, of six persons from the steamer Pearl, of Detroit. (For
particulars, see page 19.) :

September 14.— A patrolman of Station No. 5, First District, Maine, saw,
at 6.30 a. m., through a lift in the fog, the schooner George B. Ferguson,
of Belfast, Maine, at anchor in the breakers near Red Ledge, Wheeler’s
Bay. She had struck upon the ledge, but came over and dropped
anchor. The sea was rough, and the crew of the station who pulled
out to her had to constantly watch and dodge the seas which
threatened to ingulf them. After a great deal of hard work, which
lasted till noon, and with the aid of a small fishing-steamer, not powerful
enough to tow the schooner, but which held her to windward with a line,
the station crew ran her out of her dangerous position in the breakers,
got her into deep water, and left her standing out to sea under full sail.
She had five men on board.

September 14.—An hour later, the same crew saw the schooner David
Faust, of Ellsworth, Maine, making signals of distress through the fog,
and pulled out to her. They found her with 60 fathoms of chain out,
and her crew unable to heave up the anchors, the chain slipping and the
windlass giving with every plunge of the vessel under the action of the
wind and sea. The life-saving crew put tackles on the chain to relieve
the strain on the windlass, and after a couple of hours’ labor the anchors
were hove up and the vessel got under way.

September 14.—The life-saving crew of Station No. 25, Third District,
Long Island, at one o’clock in the afternoon, saw the yacht Foam, of
Babylon, New York, with two men on board, capsize and come ashore
through the breakers on Fire Island, in a heavy sea. Theyimmediately
went to the assistance of the men, who were somewhat injured by being
struck on the head by the boom when in the water, cared for them, and,
after four hours’ work, got the yacht oft and anchored her in the inlet.
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September 15.—The schooner William A. Low, of Perth Amboy,
New Jersey, stranded on the southeast point of Cobb’s Island, at 8 a. m.
The crew of Station No. 10, Fifth District, Virginia rowed out to the ves-
sel immediately, and the next day, the tides favoring, ran out her anchors
and hove her off without damage. There were four men on board.

September 25.—Twelve men were rescued from the schooner Erastus
Corning, of Buffalo.. The vessel having lost her canvas and some of
her spars, anchored in a southeast gale and rough sea at 9 a. m. four
miles southeast of Station No. 17, Two Rivers, Wisconsin, Eleventh
District, and put up signals of distress. A tug attempted to go to her
assistance, but could not get out of the harbor on account of the force
of the sea. After two efforts the life-boat crew of Station No. 17 suc-
ceeded in reaching her and took off the men on board; after which the
keeper procured a tug from Manitowoc to tow her away.

September 27.—The schooner Water Lily of Dennis, Massachusetts,
stranded at 5 p. m. near Station No. 6, Second District, Massachusetts,
running so well up on the beach that the two men on board were able to
jump ashore, with no other damage than getting wet. The vessel was
seen by the patrolman when coming on to the beach, and the life-saving
crew hastened to the spot. The men were taken to the station, given
dry clothes, and sheltered for two days, when the keeper obtained free
passes for them on the Old Colony Railroad. The vessel went to pieces,
but not before the life-saving crew had secured her sails, anchors, and
rigging.

September 27.—The crew of Station No. 40, Fourth District, New Jer-
sey, rowed out to render assistance to the schooner Brutus, of Groves-
ville, New Jersey, which had stranded, with seven men on board, on the
south end of Crowell’s Shoal, at low tide, and hove her off at the flood.

October 1.—The crew of Station No. 16, Eleventh District, rendered
considerable assistance to the schooner J. M. Forest, of Chicago, which
had come to anchor in a southeast gale and very high sea near the har-
bor of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, having run entirely out of provisions and
stores, and being unable to show signals at night for want of oil, thus
putting her safety to extra risk. The crew lowered a boat and endeavored
to make a landing for the purpose of replenishing the vessel, but failed,
owing to the violence of the sea. In this strait they were observed by
the life-boat men of Station No. 16, who went out to them in a tug,
brought the captain of the schooner ashore, and took him again on board
with his stores and supplies, laying by till the gale moderated.

October 3—The crew of Station No. 5, Tenth District, took off five
men from the scow E. K. Kane, of Toledo, Ohio, which dragged her an-
chors and went ashore at five o’clock in the morning in a southeast gale
and heavy sea, six rods from the beach, at a point four miles south of
the station. When the sea went down the crew helped to unload the
vessel and got her afloat and ready for repairing the damages she had
received.

October 8.—On the morning of the 8th of October the crew of the sloop
Teaser, of Swampscott, Massachusetts, consisting of three men, came to
Station No. 4, Second District, Massachusetts, reporting that their vessel
had become disabled the night before in passing Gurnet Point,and that
they were obliged to anchor in Saquish Cove, not being able to proceed
further. The Lkeeper and crew of the station went on board of her, re-
paired her damages and piloted her out beyond the point, enabling her
to proceed home.

October 9.—The schooner W. W. Grant, of Port Hope, Ontario, with
six men on board, stranded in a northwest gale and heavy sea, at
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noon, near the east pier at Oswego, Lake Ontario. The crew of Station
No. 3, Ninth District, went out to her relief, and by the use of heavy
hawsers got her afloat.

October 10.—The keeper and two members of the crew of Station No. 5,
First District, Maine, saw the schooner Commodore, of Bath, Maine, at
10 a. m., dragging her anchors and drifting toward the rocks in a west-
erly gale and rough sea, off Seal Harbor, three-quarters of a mile from
the station. Without waiting to gain the station and alarm the rest of
the crew, the three men launched a small boat, and in twenty minutes
gained the vessel. There were but two men on board, both in great
perplexity and alarm, and unable to get her anchors up without as-
sistance. The other members of the life saving crew soon arrived, and
in two hours they got up the anchors, beat the vessel into harbor to a
safe berth, cleared the fouled anchors, moored, and left her safe.

October 11.—The schooner Alice M. Bears, of Chicago, stranded at
half-past four in the morning, in a northwest gale and high sea, fifty
vards north of the north pier at Grand Haven. The keeper of Station
No. 9, Eleventh District, went out to her with his crew in a tug and took
off the seven men on board. Then, to save her from being broken up,
his crew scuttled and sunk her, and when the sea went down pumped
her out and hove her off.

October 11.—The barge C. O. D., of Grand Haven, Michigan, with a
crew of four, having sprung a leak and become water-logged, received
assistance on the same date from the same keeper and crew, who took
oft her deck-load, pumped her out, and towed her into port.

October 13.—The crew of Station No. 13, Second District, Massachu-
setts, launched their boat at 10 a. m. in a northeast gale and rough sea
and pulled out to the schooner Tunis de Pew, of Hyannis, Massachusetts,
which was found sunk on Common Flats, none of her crew being in the
rigging. It appeared subsequently that they had left the vessel in their
own boat, and taken refuge on a stranded vessel near by, the T. & C.
Hawes. The vessel was lost.

October 13.— After leaving the Tunis de Pew, the station crew boarded
the schooner 7. & C. Hawes, of Chatham, which had stranded in the
night in a northeast gale and rough sea, having dragged her anchors
until she grounded. They found upon her the men of the Tunis de Pew
four in number. Her own crew, ten in number, had left her anchored
the day before, and were in Chatham, the four refugees finding no one
upon her when they boarded her. With their aid and that of four men
who came off from the shore, the life-saving crew got her afloat, carried
her into deep water, and anchored her where she was safe.

October 13.—The crew of Station No. 14, Second District, Massachu-
setts, saw, at 8 a. m., the schooner Joseph Story, of Gloucester, Massachu-
setts, scudding before the gale, with one man fashed to the rigging, and
a signal of distress flying. This man had been left on board as keeper
the captain and crew having gone ashore, and the vessel meanwhile h
parted her chains and gone adrift. She presently struck heavily on the
outer bar, with the sea breaking over her, and the life-saving crew pulled
out at once, rescued the man, who was quite exhausted, took him to the
station, gave him hot drinks, and put him to bed.

October 13.—The crew of Station No. 15 (Nantucket), Second District
Massachusetts, discovered through the rain, mist, and drifting sand, at
about 6 a. m., the schooner Clara Jane, of Lubec, Maine, at anchor about
amile from the shore, with both masts cut away. The gale was so violent
that the station men in transporting the surf-boat had difficulty to pre-
vent it being blown off its carriage. After a strenuous effort to row to
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the wreck, with the wind and sea against them, the keeper concluded
to land and proceed to the boat-house of the Massachusetts Humane
Society, which was nearer the vessel, intending to use the boat there.
Upou arriving, he found a party of wreckers already assembled, with
whom his crew united and proceeded to the wreck, which was found
anchored in 6 fathoms of water, in good condition, with the exception
of her masts being cut away.

October 17.—The crew of Station No. 5, First District, Maine, while oc-
cupied in mortar drill upon the beach, at noon, caught sight through the
fog of the schooner Lucy Jane, of Rockland, Maine, anchored in great
dangeér among the breakers of Brown’s Ledges. The vessel had got
among the ledges in the fog, endeavored to get out, but, seeing the .
breakers, dropped anchor, thus increasing the peril of her position. Her
crew were four in number, and there were two passengers. In twenty
minutes the life-saving crew had boarded her, and in the course of an
hour got up her anchors and worked her safely through the ledges into
Seal Harbor.

October 17.—The crew of Station No. 36, Third District, Long Island,
pulled out and took off five men from the wreck of the schooner Greenbury
Willey, of Seaford, Delaware, which had parted her cable, become un-
manageable, and ﬁna.lly stranded in a heavy sea, at 2 o’clock in the
afternoon, on the south side of Main Inlet. The wreck was total.

October 18.—The schooner Peter Ritter, of Middletown, Connecticut,
struck the beach at 2.30 a. m., one mile west of Station No. 38 (Eaton’s
Neck), Third District, Long Island. The sea being smooth, the schooner
needed no assistance at that time, but by daylight the wind hauled to
the west-northwest, raising the sea considerably, and the position of the
vessel became dangerous. The station crew boarded her, ran out an-
chors, and by the 22d of October succeeded in getting her afloat.

October 19.—The schooner Julia, of Kingston, Ontario, with six per-
sons on board, in attempting to make the harbor at Charlotte, Lake
Ontario, fell oﬂ dropped, and then dragged her anchors, and ﬁnally
stranded 200 yards from shore, and 500 yards east of the pier. It was
then four o’clock in the morning, and a northwest gale was prevailing,
with a heavy surf and sea. The keeper of Station No. 4, Ninth Dis-
trict, summoned his crew, hauled the surf-boat up the beach, launched it,
and brought the six persons on board, one of whom was a woman,
safely ashore. The station crew then went to work with anchors and
hawsers, and after much exertion, in which they were assisted by a
steam-tug, finally succeeded by two o’clock in the afternoon in heaving
the vessel off, and brought her safely into port.

October 20.._The crew of Station No. 5, First District, Maine, saw the
schooner Mary E. Pearson, of Islesboro’, Mame, which had been injured
by collision with another vessel, anchor at flood.tide in a northwest gale
and rough sea on Burnt Island Ledge, where she would have grounded
at low water. Seeing her danger, they launched the surf-boat, boarded
her, and got her into deep water to leeward of the ledge, where they
anchored her, and set to work to repair her split sails. There were but
two able-bodied men in her crew, the others being an old man of sev-
enty and a boy. She was left that night with instructions to her mas-
ter to keep a light burning, and if new danger developed to show his
red signal lantern to the shore. The patrol watched her sharply through
the night. The next morning another vessel’s crew was obtained to beat
her into harbor, the life-saving crew being obliged to go to the wreck of
the schooner Wreath.

October 21.—The schooner Wreath, of Ellsworth, Maine, with four men
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on board, had stranded at six o’clock in the morning, on Long Point,
Spruce Head Island, in a strong northwest wind and rough sea. The
work done by the life-saving crew upon reaching her, which was about
half past eight, consisted in shifting her deck-load to ease her and run-
ning out lines. She was got off by a steam-tug which had been sent for.

October 21.—The crew of Station No. 33, assisted by the crew of Sta-
tion No. 34, Third District, Long Island, went to the rescue of two men
capsized in the sloop Cora, of Bay Ridge, at 9 a. m., one mile east of Hog
Island Inlet. They afterward pumped out the vessel, stripped her,
launched her in the surf, towed her into the inlet, and rigged her.

October 22.—The schooner Samuel Carlton, of Bridgeton, New Jersey,
with four men on board coming in for harbor, and not able to work ahead
on account of the heavy gale and rough sea, anchored, dragged her anch-
ors, and stranded on the north side of Barnegat Inlet at 7.30 a.m.,
with two feet of water in her hold. The crew of Station No. 17, Fourth
District, New Jersey, went out to her, and, by running out anchors and
1t;eaving with every high tide, succeeded, after four days’ labor, in getting

er off. ,

October 23.—The sloop Mary A. Mott, of Tuckerton, New Jersey,
parted her moorings in the stress of the gale, and drove up on to a
meadow one mile north of Station No. 17, Fourth District, at 5 a. m,,
high tide. Shovels were procured from Tuckerton, and the station crew
dug her down to low-water mark, and, after two éa,ys’ labor, succeeded
in heaving her off. There were eight men on board.

October 23.—The gale of October 23, it will be remembered, was extra-
ordinary, and the sea was terrible. At Station No. 36, Fourth District
New Jersey, its ravages were felt peculiarly. The sea at five o’clock in
the morning rushed in, wrenched the house from its foundations, and
burst in at the windows, flooding the interior. The station crew, in dan-
ger of their lives, were compelled to row out of the building in the surf-
boat, and took refugein thelight-house, half amile distant. At half past
eight, the water having somewhat abated, the crew returned to the sta-
tion and discovered the schooner H. F. Potter, of Middletown, Connecti-
cut, stranded one mile south of Hereford Shoals. The sea was at that
time running fearfully, but the surf-boat was launched, and an attempt
made to reach the vessel, which lay 800 yards from the beach. The boat
got out through the surf with difficulty and danger abont 400 yards, when
it filled nearly to the thwarts and was forced back to the shore. Another
attempt was made shortly afterward, but was baffled by the heavy sea
and the floating wreckage. Atthe third effort the wreck wasreached, and
four men out of the crew of six were safely landed. The two others had
been washed from the rigging and drowned. (See page 23.)

October 23.—The schooner Sarah Clark, of Greenport, New York,
was laboring in the same gale, with the seas continually sweeping her
deck, when, at 5 a. m., the fore-hatch covers were washed off and the
water began to pour in. An attempt was made to put the vessel before
the wind in order to batten down the hatch, when the deck-load broke
adrift, and the crew fled aft for safety. The water soon filled the schooner
through the open hatches, she became water-logged and unmanageable,
rolled down upon her beam-ends, during which position the mate was
washed overboard and lost, and a seaman was struck dead by a floating
timber, which also knocked him overboard. In a short time the masts
broke off and the vessel righted. Land was seen soon after, and at half-
past seven the vessel stranded one mile east of Station No. 31, Fourth
District, New Jersey, where she was discovered by the patrol, and the
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surf-boat went to the rescue, bringing in, after a perilous effort, the four
survivors. (See page 24.)

October 23.—The schooner William Collyer, of Providence, Rhode Island,
stranded, at 9.45 a. m., half a mile north of Station No. 19, Fourth Dis-
trict New Jersey, and was lost: The life-saving crew were on hand with
their apparatus when the schooner struck. A line with a buoy attached
thrown from the schooner was caught by one of the surfmen, who was
held by a cord as he went into the surf up to his waist forit. A hawser
was fastened to it, drawn aboard, made fast, and hauled taut, and the
five men.composing the crew of the schooner slid down into the arms
of the station men and were passed on shore. The work of deliverance
occupied one hour. The report at first made that a man was lost at this
wreck was erroneous.

October 23.—The sloop Sarah B., of Tuckerton, New Jersey, went
ashore with two men on board, and on the next day was dug out and got
off by the crew of Station No. 24, Fourth District, New Jersey.

October 23.—The crew of Station No. 23, Fourth District, New Jersey,
brought ashore a man, his wife, and little girl from the sloop Adrienne,
of Tom’s River, New Jersey, which stranded in the same storm on Short
Beach, and subsequently got off the sloop without damage.

October 23.—The Spanish bark Virgin de las Nieves, of Havana, Cuba,
was wrecked at 3 o’clock a.m., in a heavy northwest gale, about two
and a half miles south of House of Refuge No. 3, Seventh District, coast
of Florida. The captain and cook were washed overboard and drowned
while the vessel was at sea, and the remaining eleven members of the
ship’s company, having reached the shore after the wrecking of the ves-
sel, were found by the keeper of House of Refuge No. 3, and conducted
to the station, where they were succored for three days, at the expira-
tion of which time the Spanish cutter Caibarien happened to pass, and
took them to Havana.

October 23.—The ship A. 8. Dawis, bound from Callao to Hampton
Roads, Virginia, with twenty men on board, went ashore in the great
hurricane of this date, at 2 o’clock a. m., and immediately went to
pieces. One only of the crew of twenty survived. A full account of
this terrible disaster will be found on page 19.

October 23.—The keeper and crew of Station No. 4, Ninth District,
effected a dangerous and gallant rescue on October 23, from the schooner
Star, of Millpoint, Ontario, which, after a desperate effort to gain the
harbor at Charlotte, during a furious northwest gale, was driven east-
ward from the pier, at a distance of 1,400 feet from which, and 1,200
feet from the shore, she dropped her anchors in order to ride out the
storm. The moment this was done the sea mounted her bulwarks and
swept her decks on every side, and the crew of seven persons had to
take to the cross-trees for safety. This was at six o’clock in the evening.
It was dark and the rain fell in torrents. The sea ran so high that it
swept the piers and dashed in the windows of the lower light-house,
over the top of which it was leaping, and in which, consequently, the
lamp could not be lighted. On the beach, where the life-boat crew had
assembled, it was rolling in from the northwest in tremendous breakers,
while the shifting wind drove the water from the northeast, making a
terrific cross sea. Under these circumstances it was impossible to effect
a launch, while the darkness of the night and the violence of the wind
made it equally impossible to reach the vessel with a shot-line. As the
wind was changing, the only course was to wait for the abatement of
the sea. The station beach-light was lit and kept burning to let the
crew of the vessel know that their situation was understood. A lan-
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tern squad was dispersed up and down the beach in case any of the men
should be washed ashore, and signals were made from the pier to en-
courage them. TFinally, at half past eleven, the sea having somewhat
lessened, the hazardous effort was made to reach the vessel. The dark-
ness was 80 great that she could not be seen, and it was with some diffi-
culty that she was found. Finally the life-boat reached her. Her seven
men were nearly exhausted in the cross-trees of the foremast, where
they had been for over four hours. At ten minutes past midnight they
were landed safely on the beach. The vessel went to pieces. (See
page T1.)

October 23.—The scow E. K. Kane broke the castings of her steering-
gear so as to become unmanageable, and went ashore at one o’clock in
themorning 33 miles southeastof Station No. 1, Tenth District, and about
three-eighths of a mile from the beach, in an easterly gale and heavy sea.
The crew of Station No. 1 went out to her in the surf-boat and safely
landed her crew of five men within an hour and a half after her discov-
ery. The vessel went to pieces. ,

October 24.—At 1 a. m. the schooner Anna Frye, of Pembroke, Maine,
stranded in an easterly gale and rough sea near Wood Island Har-
bor, where she pounded to her injury, knocking oft her shoe, breaking
rudder-post, and losing rudder. The crew of Station No. 6, First Dis-

-trict, Maine, boarded her, hove up her anchors, got her oft at flood-tide,
steered her by her sails into Biddeford Pool, and hauled her to the
wharf. Five men were on board.

October 27.—The steam-propeller St. Mary, of Marquette, Michigan,
stranded in a thick snow-storm, so high upon the beach that her crew
of four and her thirty passengers were able to walk ashore. This hap-
pened at 6 p. m., 84 miles west of Station No. 12, Tenth District, the
keeper of which, having seen her pass at four o’clock in the previous
afternoon, and knowing that she had not gone back in the night, gave

. the patrol instructions to look after her. He found her ashore, as stated,
but the assistance of the station crew was unnecessary. )

October 28.—The schooner Presto, of Grand Haven, Michigan, at eight
o'clock in the evening, stranded in a southwest gale and heavy sea fifty
yards north of the pier at Grand Haven, and the crew of Station No.9,
Eleventh District, got a line to her, worked her on to the pier, took off
her crew of seven men and a passenger, and scuttled the vessel to save
her.

Later in the same night they went to the relief of the schooner Persia,
of Chicago, stranded half a mile south of the pier, but found that her
crew of five men had got ashore.

October 29.—The same crew went out to the schooner George W. Wes-
cott, of Kenosha, Wisconsin, which had stranded with seven persons on
board, at seven o’clock in the evening, in a southwest gale and heavy
sea, not far from the pier, and saved vessel, crew, and cargo by getting
the vessel off and towing her into harbor.

October 29.—In the evening the schooner H. B. Moore, of South Haven
Michigan, stranded half a mile from the pier at nine o’clock, in a baffled
attempt to make the harbor of Grand Haven, and her crew of eight men
undertook to come ashore in their ewn boat, the sea being very heavy
and the wind blowing hard. The crew of Station No. 9 were on hand,
and, not having time to use the boat er apparatus, rushed into the surf
with lines, and got the imperiled men safely on shore.

October 30.—Good service was rendered by the keeper of Life-boat
Station No. 5, Ninth District, at the wreck of the schooner F. C. Laig h-
ton, of Bay City, Michigan, which stranded in a strong gale at 10
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p. m. on Point Abino, a rocky promontory on the Canadian shore,
twelve miles above Buffalo. The surf-boat with a volunteer crew of six
men went out to the wreck in tow of a tug, which was one of two that
had been engaged to get the vessel off, neither of which was able to get
near her on account of the sea. The surf-boat, however, leaving the
tug about half a mile to windward, contrived to get alongside of the
schooner about half past two o’clock in the morning, though not without
great trouble and danger, having broached to once in the heavy surf
and lost three oars. The tugs having left, the surf-boat was hoisted up
on the lee side of the vessel to save the boat from being stove to pieces,
and the crew stuck by the schooner till morning, when they landed the
eight men on board at Point Abino, not without peril, the surf being
very heavy and breaking upon the rocky shore.

October 30.—The schooner Empress, of Bangor, Maine, bound from
Philadelphia to Bangor with a cargo of coal, having on board nine pas-
sengers and a crew of nine persons, while endeavoring, during a storm,
to make harbor at Biddeford Pool, Maine, was observed by the keeper
of Station No. 6, First District, Maine, to be taking a dangerous passage,
thus incurring liability to wreck. The boat was manned at once, and the
keeper boarding the schooner piloted her safely into the harbor. The
master expressed gratitude for the assistance rendered, and on his arri-
val at Bangor published in the local papers a letter of thanks to the life-
saving crew for their timely help.

October 31.—At 7.30 a. m., the schooner J. H. Rutter, of Toledo, Ohio,
was seen by the keeper of Station No. 6 (Grand Point au Sable), Eleventh
District, lying on her beam-ends with a signal of distress flying. The
heavy surf prevented the surf-boat from getting out to her until the
third effort. It was snowing hard and freezing. A few minutes after
the boat reached her two tugs came to her assistance, and the life-saving
crew staid by until evening, running out lines and carrying messages
between her and the tugs. The schooner was finally anchored a mile
north of Ludington, and the life-saving crew rowed the captain ashore
to procure a gang of laborers to work on the vessel. The next morning
(November 1) the news came that the vessel was going to pieces and
that the crew of eight men and the laborers, thirty-six in number, were
in danger of being drowned. The life-saving crew went to her assist-
ance with the mortar and lines, fired seven shots, but could not reach
her; tried twiceto get to her in the surf-boat, which filled each time; were
finally towed out to her by the tug Col. Graham ; took off eight men,
whom they safely brought ashore, although their boat was filled again.
On the next trip the boat was swamped and driven ashore. On the suc-
ceeding trial the crew reached the wreck, and ran lines from her to the
shore, in order to bring in the men with the breeches-buoy, when the
tug contrived to run up alongside and took them all off. The surf-boat
suffered considerably in these labors, six holes being made in the bot-
tom, and the boat otherwise damaged. (See page 66.)

November 1.—The crews of Stations Nos. 17 and 18, Fourth District,
New Jersey, went out to the schooner Lady Ellen, of Providence, Rhode
Island, which had gone ashore in an easy sea, on the south point of Bar-
negat Shoals, pumped her out, there being four feet of water in her hold,
and got her afloat at flood-tide. Her crew was composed of five men.

November 1.—The crew of Station No. 9, Eleventh District, rendered
extraordinary service, giving aid and succor to no less than five wrecks
on this day. At eleven o’clock in the morning, the district superintend-
ent at Grand Haven received a telegram stating that the bark L. C.
Woodruff, of Cleveland, Ohio, was ashore at White Lake Harbor, 42
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miles distant, sunk in 13 feet of water, with the crew all in the rigging.
Keeper Connell, of Station No. 5, started at 12 m. by special train
to the rescue, with the life-car and apparatus and four of his men, the
other four remaining for service at Grand Haven, and arrived abreast
of the wreck in two hours, having to change cars once and transfer the
crew and apparatus again from the cars to a tug-boat, which carried him
six miles farther by inland water to the scene of the wreck. The vessel
lay 150 yards from the shore with the sea making a clean breach over
her, two of her masts gone, her crew of ten men in the fore-rigging, and
hundreds of excited spectators looking on. Seven of the crew were
saved, but three were unfortunately lost. The result of the investiga-
tion in this case, made in accordance with the uniform practice of the
service where loss of life is involved, including a circumstantial account
of the disaster, will be found on page 26. :

November 1.—During the preparations for the departure of part of the
crew for the wreck of the Woodruff, the schooner Australia, of Muske-
gon, Michigan, in attempting to make an entrance between the piers
which is about 400 feet wide, was swept aside by the heavy sea and
strong current, and struck the end of the north pier, staving in her
starboard bow. . One man jumped from her upon the pier, and another,
in attempting tbdo so, was carried overboard by the heavy seas that
now swept her decks and was lost. The vessel continued to thump the
pier, but finally worked nearly alongside and grounded, when the life-
saving men threw their heaving stick and line to her, and getting her
lines made them fast, thus preventing her from swinging broadside to
the beach and becoming a total wreck. The remainder of her crew,
six in number, were then taken off and brought to the station. (See
page 29.) :

November 1.—The remnant of the volunteer life-saving crew was now
in charge of Surfman John De Young, the keeper having gone with
the others to the L. C. Woodruff. Anticipating disaster from the heavy
weather, Surfman De Young had the surf-boat hauled down to the beach.
Soon after, about twelve o’clock, the schooner America, of Chicago, went
aghore north of the piers, and he and his men launched the life-boat, and
after a hard pull reached the vessel and brought her crew of eight men
safely ashore.

November 1.—At three o’clock the schooner Elvina, of Oswego, New
York, came ashore between the north pier and the America, her stern
swinging against the latter’s bow. The life-boat crew waded out into
the breakers as far as they could, and succeeded in getting a line from
her, which they made fast to the pier, thereby preventing the vessel
from beating against the other schooner. They went out in the surf-boat
and brought the captain ashore at his request.

November 1.—Shortly afterward, the schooner Montpelier, of Detroit,
in attempting to run into harbor, struck the outer bar, fell off to leeward,
and grounded on the wreck of the steamer Orion, knocking a hole in her
bottom and filling immediately. The seas at once swept over her, and
her men took to the rigging. The life-saving crew immediately launched
the surf-boat, and with great toil and difficulty succeeded in reaching
the vessel, from which they rescued seven men and a woman.

The exploits of the life-saving crew at Grand Haven in effecting these
rescues in the heavy sea that was that day running were the theme of
general commendation in that region.

November 2.—The crew of Station No. 24, Fourth District, New Jer-
sey, went to the assistance of the schooner Dick Williams, of Philadel-
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. phia, which had stranded on Little Egg Harbor Bar, with seven persons
on board, got her off, and carried her into Egg Harbor Inlet.

November 4.—The crew of Station No. 1, First District, Maine, rescued
a man from a capsized sailboat in Quoddy Bay. When found, the man
was lying insensible, with his arms across the gunwale of the i)oa.t, just
about to drop off, and it took two hours’ active treatment with hot rocks,
blankets, and brandy to restore him to consciousness, when brought to
the station.

November 5.—The crews of Stations Nos. 29 and 31, Third District,
Long Island, boarded the schooner Gazelle, of Patchogue, New York,
which had stranded one and a half miles from the latter station, with three
men on board, whom they rescued. Before the vessel broke up, they
succeeded in stripping her of her sails and rigging and saving a portion
of her furniture. .

November 5—The crew of Station No. 17 (Two Rivers, Wisconsin),
Eleventh District, went out in a heavy sea at three o’clock in the morn-
ing to the relief of a schooner without name, belonging at Manitowoc,
‘Wisconsin, which had stranded about one mile north of the station.
The sea was so heavy that the wrecking-tug stationed at that place was
unable to get out to her assistance, and the surf-boat could not help the
vessel to get into port, but rescued the three men on board, being filled
in the effort, and compelled, by having to keep head to the sea, to land
one mile north of the harbor.

November 7.—The schooner Wacousta, of Port Hope, Ontario, stranded
at 7.30 p. m. one and a half miles from the pier at Charlotte, Lake
Ontario, and a mile from shore. A northwest gale was prevailing, with
a heavy sea and a snow-storm of such density as to obscure the vessel’s
lights. News of her stranding having arrived through another vessel
which came in, the keeper of Station No. 4, Ninth District, went out to
her in the surf-boat, reaching her at eight o’clock, and returning with
her crew of six men by nine. The remainder of the night was spent
by the keeper and his men in searching for a vessel erroneously reported
to be stranded eight miles to the westward.

November 8.—The schooner Speedwell, of Picton, Ontario, with seven
men on board, went ashore about 200 yards from the beach, at 5 a. m.,
four miles west of Oswego. Keeper Blackburn, of Station No. 3, Ninth
District, hearing a rumor of the disaster, started up the beach alone, and
after a long tramp arrived upon the scene. It was snowing and there
was a strong north wind and a heavy sea. A crew was immediately

~formed under Keeper Blackburn’s direction to man the schooner’s yawl-
boat, which had come ashore. Meanwhile, the sailors on board sent a
line ashore with the water-barrel, by which means a larger line was drawn
between the vessel and the shore, and by its aid the seven men were taken
off with the yawl under the keeper’s direction.

November 9.—The next morning five of the crew of the Speedwell
returned to their vessel, the storm having moderated. Later, how-
ever, it increased to a gale, and the vessel thumped so hard that it
seemed likely to go to pieces. The crew being again in danger, Keeper
Blackburn mustered his men and hastened to the scene. . The line that
had been.run the day before between the vessel and the land had not
been removed, and by its means a 33-inch hawser was set up. As the
crew could .not be made to understand where the hawser should be
fastened, one of the surfmen, clad in a Merriman life-suit, worked him-
self vut to the vessel, secured the hawser to the mast, and superintended
sending the five men ashore, one by one, by the breeches-buoy, himself
coming from the vessel last.
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November 9.—The crew of Station No. 33, Fourth District, New Jersey,
found the sloop Jordan, of Patchogue, New York, ashore on Corson’s
Inlet Bar, at 10 p. m., reached her in the surf-boat at midnight, ran out
her anchor into deeper water, and hove her off at flood-tide. There were
three persons on board.

November 10.—The crew of Station No. 38, Fourth District, New Jersey,
went on board the schooner Barnctt Jones, of New York, which had
stranded at Cold Spring Inlet at 7.30 a. m., with s8ix persons on board,
and worked her off.

November 10.—Later in the day, at 3.30 p. m., the same vessel again
stranded, this time on Evil Presence Shoal, a mile and a half from land,
and was boarded by the crew of Station No. 40, who aided to get her
afloat.

November 10.—The steamer St. Albans, of Cleveland, Ohio, with 25
persons on board, stranded on the rocks at three o’clock in the morning,
in thick and foggy weather and a rough ~ea, nine miles from Milwaukee.
The crew of Station No. 15, Eleventh District, went immediately to her
assistance-with the surf-boat, which involved a long pull through a heavy
northeast swell, and, in conjunction with three tugs, got the vessel off,
which was thereby saved trom destruction.

November 17.—The Swedish bark Franklin was reported ashore six
niles from Station No. 5, Sixth District, North Carolina. The station
crew launched the surf-boat, cleared the breakers with difficulty, there
being a heavy surf, and rowed out, through a thick fog, to the vessel,
which they found not ashore, but at anchor in shoal water, the captain
having made some miscalculation. The keeper gave him instructions as
to his position and how to escape from it, landed, and kept a watch from
the beach upon the vessel until she got under way the next morning.

November 18.—The schooner Arianna, ot St. John, New Brunswick,
stranded at 11 a.m ,in an easterly storm and heavy sea, on Burnt Island
Ledge, Seal Harbor, and was promptly boarded by the crew of Station
No. 5, First District, Maine, who got her off with the loss of her forefoot
and part of her keel, and took her to a safe anchorage. She had a crew
of seven men.

November 19.—The Norwegian brig Fram, of Christiansand, bound
from Stockholm to Boston with a cargo of iron, was caught in a gale off
the coast of Massachusetts, lost her sails, and stranded about a mile and
a halt northwest of Station No. 8, Second District, Massachusetts. At
about half past five in the morning her situation was discovered by the
patrolman of the Life-Saving Service, who at once burned a Coston light
to give notice to the crew of coming help, and then reported at the sta-
tion. The state of the tide and the position of the vessel rendered it
imperative that assistance should be given at once, and therefore, instead
of sending the life-saving apparatus in the usual way, three men were
dispatched at once to the brig with heaving sticks and lines to serve any
of the ¢crew who might attempt to land before the arrival of more effi-
cient help. The keeper then procured horses and took the apparatus to
the wreck by an inland road, and arrived at the scene in a much shorter
time than would have been possible by the beach road in the heavy surf
and in the teeth of the gale. The men first sent, with three other men
from a neighboring hamlet, had assisted the crew to land, and the heavier
apparatus was not used.

November 22.—The crew of Station No. 1, First District, Maine, boarded
the schooner Guiding Star, of St. John, New Brunswick, which had
stranded, with three men on board, in an easterly gale and heavy sea,
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in Quoddy Bay, rehung her rudder, which had become detached, made
sail at high tide, and floated her off into deep water.

November 22.—At 4.30 a. m. the schoouer Caroline Knight, of Rock-
land, Maine, stranded on Straw’s Point, a quarter of a mile east of Station
No. 7, First District, New Hampshire, and was seen by the patrol within
ten minutes afterward. The surf-boat pulled out to her against a strong
east wind, and rescued her crew of five men.

November 22.— \t 7 a. m., the schooner Sea Queen, of Franklin, Maine,
with four men on board, stranded one mile east of the same station, and
as a heavy storm was approaching, and she was anchored in among the
ledges where she had already struck three times, she would soon have
gone to pieces. The life-saving crew baarded her, slipped her cables,
and ran her into Rye Harbor, thus saving her with slight damage.

November 22.—The schooner William H. Hopking, of Mystic, Connecti-
cut, with seven men on board, stranded at tive o’clock in the morning,
half a mile west of Station No. 34, Third District, Long Island, in an
easterly storm and high sea. The station men went out in the surf-
boat and brought the crew safely ashore. The men from Station No.
32 arrived later und rendered assistance at the wreck.

November 23.—The crew of Station No. 5, First District, Maine, found
the schooner Mary A. Rowland, of Bangor, Maine, on the rocks, full of
water, at Rackliff Island, in a northeast gale and rain-storm and heavy
sea, and took off her three men by boat. Afterward they worked for
several days to get her off, succeeded, and grounded her safely on the
flats.

November 23.—The same crew kedged the schooner Polly, of Rock-
land, Maine, off the rocks, made sail, and took her to a sheltered par:
of the harbor where they anchored and left her. Two men were on
board. :

November 23.—At 7.30 a m., the crew of Station No. 25, Third Dis-
trict, Long Island, discovered the sloop Alert, of Patchogue, New York,
stranded a mile east of Fire Island light, in an easterly gale and high
sea. They pulled outimmediately, and found no one on board the sloop,
which had evidently dragged her anchors from some distant point. The
station crew threw over her ballast, at high water hove her off, put her
in safe anchorage, and notified the collector of the port by telegraph of
the occurrence.

November 23.—The schooner Ida B. Silsbee, of Patchogue, New York,
stranded on Fire Island Bar, in a westerly gale and heavy sea, with
three men on board. The crews of Stations Nos.25 and 26, Third District,
Long Island, boarded her, took off her crew, and threw overboard her
deck-load of brick to ease her, hoping to get her afloat at high water,
but she pounded her bottom out before the tide swelled.

November 23.—The crew of Station No. 1, Fourth District, New Jer-
sey, assisted in getting afloat the sloop Star, of New York, waich
stranded, with three men on board, 100 yards north of the government
dock at Sandy Hook, New Jersey.

November 24.—-At midnight, the schooner Marietta Steelman, of Som-
ers Point, New Jersey, with seven men on board, was run into off Chat-
ham, Cape Cod, by an unknown vessel, and had her starboard main
chain-plates, rigging, and maintop-mast carried away and the top of her
house stovein. The crew of Station No. 13, Second District, Massachu-
setts, went out to her at seven o’clock the next morning, repaired these
damages as far as possible, and got the vessel on her way by two o’clock
in the afternoon.

November 24.—The crew of Station No. 17, Fourth District, New Jer-
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sey, boarded, with the surf-boat, the sloop 8. E. Dunn, of Camden, New
Jersey, which had stranded, with three men on board, three-fourths of a
mile east from the station, and, after several hours’labor, got her afloat.

November 25.—The crew ot Station No. 2, Second District, Massachu-
setts, boarded the schooner Sparta, of Winterport, Maine, which had
stranded on Ipswich Bar, tive miles from the station, found the vessel
filling with water, and aided the crew in heaving off her deck-load and
getting her afloat and in tow for Ipswich, where they hauled her along-
side the wharf and made her fast.

November 26.—The crew ot Station No. 40, Fourth District, New Jer-
sey, rendered some assistance to the schooner J. Ricardo Jova, of Phila-
delphia, which had struck on a shoal three-fourths of a mile from the
shore, at low tide. .

Norember 28.—The crew of Station No. 1, Second District, Massachu-
setts, boarded the schooner William Carroll, which had stranded at North
Island in a heavy surf four miles from the station. Their laborious row
was fruitless, as they found that the schoouner’s crew had already been
taken off by others before they could reach her.

November 25.—The schooner Franconia, of Ellsworth, Maine, bound
from Port Johnson to Salem with coal, lost her main-boom in a heavy
storm about twelve miles from Cape Cod. The crew of Station No. 12,
Second District, Massachusetts, went to her assistance, helped repair
the boom, and she proceeded safely on her voyage, with but small dam-
age to either cargo or vessel.

November 29.—At Oswego, the schooner Sweet Home, of Kingston,
Ontario, with four men and a woman cook on board, parted the line when
in tow, struck the pier and fell away and stranded in a heavy sea 300
feet east of the harbor, where she went to pieces. The four men jumped
upon the pier when she first struck, leaving the woman on board. The
life-saving crew of Station No. 3, Ninth District, went out in the surf-
boat and took the woman off.

December 1.—The schooner Peerless, of Baltimore, ran ashore at two
oclock in the morning, in a smooth sea, five miles west-southwest of Sta-
tion No. 11, Fifth District, Virginia. The keeper and crew of the station
boarded her at eight o’clock, but the captain refused to leave his vess:l,
and the station boat returned. The wind meanwhile increased and be-
came a gale, and the life-saving crew again came abreast of the vessel
at noon, but were unable to get out to her on account of the violence of
the sea. Another attempt was.made, which was successful, although
the sea was tremendous. Three successive efforts to get alongside the
vessel were baffled ; and, just before the feat was accomplished, her
masts fell and the fyottom of her hull came up. Her eight men mean-
while clung to her, with the sea breaking entirely over them, and were
rescued with much danger and difficulty and brought to the station.
The vessel went to pieces.

December 3.—The ship Owego, of New York, stranded at midnight in
Quoddy Bay, coast of Maine, at some distance from Station No. 1, First
District. She had sprung a bad leak in the gale of December 2 and 3,
and was compelled to make for the shore to prevent foundering at sea.
The life-saving crew rowed out to her across the bay through a very
heavy sea and strong wind, a southeasterly gale prevailing, and took off
the captain, mnate, and six seamen. Sevenothershad landed on Campo-
bello Island in the ship’s boat. The ship became a total wreck.

December 4—The bark Wilkelmina, ot Quebee, Canada, with fourteen
persons on board, ran ashore, at 4.30 a. m., upon Egg Harbor Bar, New
Jersey, opposite Station No. 24, Fourth District. The station crew im-
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mediately went to her assistance, reaching her about sunrise, their ar-
rival being delayed by the rough sea and the distance of the vessel
from the shore, which was over a mile. The crew of Station No. 23 also
came out to the rescue, and between them the crew of the vessel were
brought ashore, excepting the second mate and five men, who landed in
the ship’s long boat, with the assistance of the life-saving men. Subse-
quently the life-saving crews went out to the vessel and brought ashore
some of the baggage. The crew ot Station No. 25 also came out to the
wreck ready for service. The shipwrecked men were sheltered at No.
24 for three days. The vessel broke up and went to pieces.

December 6.—The schooner Asenath A. Shaw, of Forked River, New
Jersey, stranded in the morning at high water in a northwest wind and
rough sea, three miles from shore. The life-saving crew of Station No.
25, Fourth District, New Jersey, reached her in the surf-boat at eight
o’clock, and returned to shore at eight o’clock the next morning, having
spent the time in helping to throw the cargo overboard to lighten the
vessel, and in heaving her off by anchor and hawser. Her crew were
eight in number.

December 7.—The sloop General Scott, of New York, bound from that
city to Sandy Hook pier, laden with lumber, sprung a leak when oppo-
site the north point of the hook, and to save her from foundering her
captain ran her ashore on West Beach at 6.30 p. m. The patrol of Sta-
tion No. 1, Fourth District, New Jersey, saw her when she came on, and
brought the crew of four men to the station, they coming ashore in their
own boat. They were sheltered and fed at the station for six days, dur-
ing which time, with the aid of the life-saving crew, they were endeav-
oring to save the vessel. She became, however, a total wreck. Her
cargo was washed ashore; the sails, anchors, chains, and rigging were
saved. All the captain was worth was in his vessel.

December 8.—The schooner Menaiwca, of New York, stranded at 4 p. m.,
on the bar three-fourths of a mile east of Station No. 13, Second District,
Cape Cod. The life-saving crew at once went out, to her, and, with the
assistance of a wrecking company from Chatham, succeeded in heaving
her off.

December 10.—The schooner Minnie Still, of Patchogue, New York;
stranded at 6 a. m., in a strong south wind and heavy sea, a mile and a
half north of Station No. 35, Fourth District, New Jersey. The life-
saving crew rowed out to lier, and took off her crew of four men, who
were sheltered at the station for four days. The vessel was saved.

December 17.—An open sloop with two men and two women on board,
laden with fish, ran upon Guptill’s Ledge, Quoddy Bay, Maine, at 10
a. m., and would have fared hardly but for the prompt appearance of
the life-saving crew of Station No. 1, First District, who boarded her,
took off the persons on board, removed her cargo, ran out an anchor,
hove her off at high water, restored her cargo and the people taken from
her, and saw her safely on her way. The sloop had no boat to enable
Ler people to get ashore, and would soon have careened and tilled with
water had-she remained upon the ledge.

Decemler 18.—The schooner Rosina, of Machias, Maine, stranded at
6.30 a. m., in a northwest wind and smooth sea, two and a half miles north-
east of Station No. 13, Second District, Massaehusetts. The life saving
crew boarded her, but no assistance was required of them, the captain
of the vessel contracting with a wiecking c¢rew to float off the vessel.

December 19.—The crew of Station No. 5, Third District, Long Island,
tound a sloop, without name, 25 feet long, stranded two and one-quarter
miles north of the station, at seven o’clock in the evening. They stripped
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ber of her sails, rigging, and all moveable property, which they stored at
the station, procured three yoke of oxen and hauled her up on the beach
for safety, and wrote notifying her owner, whose address was found on
board. The boat had gone adrift at Watch Hill, Rbode Island.

December 19.—The schooner Eliza A. Hooper, of Camnden, New Jersey,
stranded, with five men on board, at one o’clock in the morning, south
of Station No. 31, Third District, Long Island. The life-saving men
boarded her soon after, and brought the crew ashore to the station.

December 19.—The schooner 8. T. Dennis, of Berlin, Maryland, with
five men on board, ran ashore at 3.30 a. m., clear weather, on Cold Spring
Bar, near Station No. 39, Fourth District, New Jersey. The station
crew boarded her, assisted in pumping her out, hoisting sails, and trim-
ming cargo, and succeeded in getting her afloat at high water.

December 20.—The schooner J. B. Van Deusen, of Philadelphia, struck,
at half past six o’clock in the morning, on Brigantine Shoals, three miles
from shore. The life-saving crew of Station No. 25, Fourth District,
New Jersey, pulled out to her, making the distance in an hour, ran out
an anchor, and by two o’clock in the afternoon succeeded in heaving her
off. Five men were on board. .

December 21.—The schooner 8. H. Pool, of Wiscasset, Maine, dragged
her anchors and went ashore at seven o’clock in the evening in a south-
east snow-storm, on Stage Island, Maine, near the entrance to Saco
River. The schooner was endeavoring to enter the river under sail, but
the tide set her on to the island. She was boarded shortly after strand-
ing by the crew of Station No. 6, Biddeford Pool, who found her full of
water. The four men on board were taken ashore and sheltered at the
station for two days. The vessel broke in two and became a total
wreck.

December 21.—The crew -of Station No. 27, Third District, prevented
an unknown vessel from going ashore. Her lights were sven by the
patrolinan, at 9 p. m., so close to the beach that it was evident that she
was on the point of stranding. The patrolman gave the alarm, and the
crew hurried to the spot, burned Coston lights and sent up star rockets,
which warned the vessel off.

December 21.—The schooner Flora Curtis, of Squan, New Jersey, went
ashore upon Williams’s Shoal, three miles from Station No. 7, Fifth Dis-
trict, Virginia, and three-quarters of a mile from land, at about 8 a. m.,
during a strong south east gale, the weather being thick and the sea heavy.
After a severe struggle, the life-saving crew succeeded in reaching the
vessel, which was found lying broadside to, pounding heavily, with the
sea breaking over her; ran out the kedge anchor, and by four o’clock
hove her oft, thus preventing her from becoming a total wreck. There
were six men on board. The wind and sea were so heavy that the life-
saving crew after leaving the vessel were unable to effect a landing at
the station and had to put in at an inlet, two miles to the southward.

December 22.—The three-masted schooner, James A. Potter, of Thomas-
ton, Maine, came on shore about four o’clock in the morning, three-
quarters of a mile east of Station No. 10, Third District, Long Island,
The weather was clear, but there was a southwest gale and heavy sea,
and the beach was flooded with water as far as the sand hills, and pour-
ing through openings between them. The patrolmen, who were out from
two o’clock until dawn, found it impossible to get back to the station by
the way of the beach on account of the water, and were obliged to re-
turn by detour back of the sand hills. It was owing to this circum-
stance that the vessel was not discovered until about six o’clock in the
morning, when it was seen from the station by the morning watch, King,
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who at once called all hands and started for the wreck, which had also
been seen by a patrolman, Bennet, then out on the eastern beat,
who also went for it, but, when within half a mile of it, came
to a sluice-way of water running out from the beach hills, which
he was unable to ford, and was obliged to go a mile around back of
the beach to enable him to come abreast of the vessel. The two
patrolmen, King and Bennet, arrived before the wreck at about the
same time, found the sea breaking over her, and the crew of seven per-
sons (the eighth having been washed overboard and lost when the
vessel first struck) up in the rigging for safety, and made them under-
stand that help was coming. By seven o’clock the remainder of the
life saving erew arrived with the wreck ordnance, which they had found
great difticulty in hauling to the spot, on accouunt of the flooded con-
dition of the beach and the frequent presence of guicksand. They were
several times surrounded with water while engaged in establishing com-
munication with the vessel. The shot-line reached the wreck at the
first fire, falling over the topmast stays, between the fore and main
topmast. The seven men on board were soon safely landed by the
breeches-buoy, and at once carried to the station. They were all badly
bruised, and one man was cut in the face. The life-saving men washed
the blood from their faces, put plasters upon their wounds, and gave
them brandy and coffee. As there was not room at the station to prop-
erly accommodate them in their forlorn condition, the humane keeper
took them to his house, where they were kept for four days. A dead
body, subsequently found upon the beach by the crew of No. 7, was sap-
posed to be that of the man swept overboard from this vessel when she
first struck, and was buried. (See page 29.)

December 23.—The schooner Saral Quinn, of New York, stranded at
nearly ten o’clock in the evening, 200 yards south of Station No. 11,
Fourth District, New Jersey. The weather was hazy and the surf high.
The life-saving crew went out immediately, and brought off the five men
on board, who were sheltered for seven days at the station. The vessel
‘was subsequently got off.

December 2.3,—The schooner Emma G. Edwards, of Camden, New Jer-
sey, stranded, with eight men on board, upon Turner’s Shoal, two miles
south of Station No. 7, Fifth District, Virginia, at 1 o’clock p. m. The
wind was blowing a gale fromn the west-southwest, the sea was moderate,
and the tide low. The surfboat was launched half an hour after the
vessel struck, and after a hard pull the station crew reached the vessel,
which was pounding heavily, with the seas breakiug over her. Being
old, and in danger of going to pieces, the keeper advised the captain
to lighten her by throwing over the deck-load of lummber, which was
done, the life-saving crew lending a hand, and by 4.30 p. m., the tide
having risen, the vessel floated oft into deep water, made sail, and went
oft sately. The keeper and crew remained on board until the schooner
was out of danger. Their prompt assistance on this occasion prevented
the total destruction of' the vessel and probable loss of the crew.

December 24.—The schooner Lucy Robinson, of Deer lsle, Maine,
stranded at 6, a. m,, in a rough sea, on the southern point of Burnt
Island, Seal Harbor, Maine, and was discovered by the patrolman.
The keeper and four of the erew of Station No. 5, First District, went
out to her in a small boat, and found her broadside to and hard on
among the rocks, and rolling heavily. The sea was so rough that a boat
could not lay alongside. An attempt made by the captain to force the
vessel past the point by crowding on sail, against which the keeper
remonstrated, drove her harder upon the rocks. The keeper then
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pulled away to Seal Harbor, and got the schooner Union, of Eastport,
to drop down and anchor to windward of the wreck. A line was then
run by the life-saving crew from the wreck to the anchored vessel,
worked by the windlass, and by noon the schooner was got afloat, and
being half full of water, was taken under short sail across the channel
to a wharf on Hewitt’s Island. Her crew consisted of four men. .

December 24.—The schooner C. & C. Brooks, of New York, ran ashore
at one o’clock in the morning, three-quarters of a mile from Station No.
25, Fourth District, New Jersey. The sea was very heavy, and upon
reaching the schooner the life-saving crew found her sunk, and her crew
of five men in the rigging. They were taken into the boat and brought
ashore in safety. The vessel became a total wrod\ The crew were
sheltered for several days at the station.

December 25.—The schooner Mary Ann Grier, of New York, went
ashore on Middle Ground, Fire Island Inlet, with ‘a pilot on board. The
drift-ice drove her still further aground, where she pounded until she
sprang a leak. The life-saving crew of Station No. 25, Third District,
Long Island, went out to her assistance, hove her oft and took her to a
safe anchor (we.

December 25.—The crews of Stations Nos. 17 and 18, Fourth District,
New Jersey, hove oft the schooner Stephen I). Barnee .of New York
which had btrande(l with six men on board «lt 8 p. m., half a mile east of
Station No. 17.

December 28.—The schooner James D. Godfrey,of Philadelphia,dragged
ashore in the ice at four o’clock in the morning, a quarter of a mile cast
of Station No. 40, Fourth District, New Jersey. The life-saving crew
reached her by wading, and ran out an anchor preliminary to heaving
her off when opportunity favored.

December 28.—The crew of Station No. 1, Sixth Dixtriet, North Caro-
lina, rowed out to the steamer Tunis, of London, which had run ashore
a mile south of the station at two o’clock in the morning, on account of
her officers mistaking the beach for the sea, it being covered with snow,
which the reflection of Cape Henry light caused to look like water. The
captain of the steamer made no response to the signals of the life-saving
crew, who afterwards repeatedly went alongside aud offered assistance,
but reccived hardly any notice. Finally, the captain came ashore in his
own boat to the signal office and procured the aid of the Coast Wreck-
ing Company, who got off the vessel by December 31.

December 31.—During the night the crew of Station No. 8, Fifth Dis-
trict, Virginia, observed a schooner standing inside of Point of Shoals,
and warned her of the danger of running ashore by burning a red Coston
light, which cansed her immediately to haul by the wind and tack several
times until she cleared the point, when she took her course southward.

January 3, 1879.—The schooner Eliza A. Hooper, of Camden, New Jer-
sey, which had stranded in December, near Jones Iulet, Long Island,
and been got off by a wrecking company, again ran ashore in a north-
west gale and heavy sea, about ten o'clock in the morning, two iles
north of Station No. 5, Third District, Block Island, being then on her
way to New York in charge of eight wreckers. The life-saying crew at
once hurried to the scene with the apparatus, and upon arriving found
that three of the men on board had landed in the schooner’s boat. The
other five were brought ashore by the life-saving crew. The vesxel was
subsequently saved.

January 4.—An extraordinary and difficult rescue was effected by
the life-saving crew of Station No. 20, Third District, Long Island,
aided by the crews of Stations Nos. 19 and 21. The case was that of
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the steamer Vindicator of New York. The steamer was bound from
Fall River to Philadelphia. On the 3d instant the mercury fell to zero,
and at night the wind hauled to the northwest and blew a hurricane.
According to the statement of the captain and mate, a hundred tons of
ice accumulated upon the bow of the steamer, so loading the vessel down
by the head that her propeller and rudder were lifted to the surface of
the water, and she became unmanageable, and drifted in this condition
to Long Island Beach, where she stranded on January 4, at half past
four o’clock in the morning, one mile west of Station No. 20 (Smith’s
Point), and 302 yards from the shore, by actual measurement. She was
immediately discovered by Patrolman Hawkins, who fired his red Cos-
ton light, and rushed to the. station. Keeper Joseph H. Bell and his
crew at once hurried to the spot with the mortar apparatus. The ice
was piled up in great blocks upon the beach from four to six feet high,
and the water was full of ice in floating cakes, reaching to within 40 feet
of the vessel, and grinding and crunching along shore with the strong
easterly wind and current. Under these circumstances, the use of the
boat was impossible. The steamer lay head on to the beach, presenting
but a swnall mark for the shot-line, and her top-gallant forecastle was a
great hump or dome of smooth ice, formed by the accumulations of the
spray and seas. To allow for the action of the wind in deflecting the shot-
line from its course it was necessary to place the mortar somewhat east
of the vessel, thus increasing the distance. Under these conditions the
first shot fired reached the steamer but struck upon the smooth mass of
ice which domed the top-gallant forecastle, and necessarily glanced off,
there being no bowsprit nor stay upon which it might catch, and fell into
the sea. The line attached to the shot was cut by the jagged ice while
the life-saving crew were hauling it back, and waslost. The second and
third shots fell short. A fourth shot threw the line against the vessel,
but an effort on board to catch it failed. At the next shot the line parted.
The sixth shot fell over the spring stay between the fore and main masts,
and was secured by the crew of the steamer.

During these operations the life-saving crews of Stations Nos. 19
(Sidney Smith, keeper), and 21 (Silas B. Rogers, keeper), appeared upon
the scene, and it was the line of the latter station which had been suc-
cessfully carried to the steamer by the last shot.

An untoward incident now occurred. While the lines were being
got on board three men committed the frequent and dangerous error
of attempting to land independently of the assistance of the life-saving
crew. They got from the steamer into a boat, which narrowly escaped
swamping at the outset, and was then swept along the edge of the broad
mass of floating ice by the strong lateral current, over a mile east of the
station and two miles from the ship, without getting any nearer the shore.
Knowing the peril which these rash sailors had exposed themselves to,
some of the life-saving men followed them in their course along the shore;
Finally they reached a small open space of water, and making for the land,
their boat was immediately capsized. It was by a great and hazardous
effort that the life-saving men succeeded in dragging them from the icy
water. They were badly frost-bitten, and were quickly carried to the
station aud cared for.

So many men had followed to engage in this rescue that operations
at the ship were delayed until their return, when the hawser and hauling
lines were set up. A new lot of difficulties now arose. The ropes were
stretched from the shore to the steamer, for the great distance of 302 yards,
and as the weather was bitterly cold it was absolutely necessary not to let
them sag into the water,as in this case they would become clogged with
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ice and the hauling lines prevented from running through the sheaves
of the pulley-blocks. Fortunately, a number of persons had come across
the frozen bay in sleighs from the mainland,and with their aid the almost
impossible task was performed of keeping the ropes so taut that they
could not dip into the water. The strain was so great that the bushing
in the pulley-blocks became loosened, and the friction set the blocks on
fire. This new danger, which menaced the ropes and threatened to frus-
trate the rescue, was met with judgment. The captain of the steamer
kept the ignited block upon the vessel quenched, using strong brine
instead of water, which would have frozen. These sustained efforts
resulted, by 2 p. m., in the first man being safely drawn ashore in the
breeches-buoy along the hawser. The captain, who was the last man
to leave the ship, came to land by the same means at four o’clock.
Thus, one by one, the fifteen persons on board were delivered, making,
in addition to the three from the capsized boat, eighteen persons saved.
The great distance of the steamer from the shore; her bad position,
lying head on, as a mark for the wreck ordnance; her having neither
bowsprit nor yards, and being encased with slippery ice, thus adding to
the difficulty of getting a line over her; the repeated loss of shots and
the severing of shot-lines by the jagged floes ; the spread of impassable
leaping ice between the beach and the vessel; the galling interruption
to effort, in the begiuning of long-delayed success, caused by the neces-
sity of rescuing the three men in the boat; the imperative need and the
difficulty of keeping the ropes stretched for over 300 yards clear of the
water ; the unexpected ignition of the pulley-blocks; the proiraction of
the severe labor; the intense cold of the weather; all formed a series of
conditions and impediments such as are rarely encountered; yet for
twelve hours the brave surfmen stuck to their work with unfaltering de-
termination, patiently meeting every successive exigency, and never
resting till they had saved the last man. They suffered much with the
cold, and by night were so completely exhausted that they could only
perform partial patrol.

January 8.—The keeper and crew of Station No. 23, Fourth District,
New Jersey, assisted by the crew of Station No. 22, rendered noble and
laborious service to the sloop William H. Mills, of Tuckerton, New
Jersey, by cutting her out of the ice in Little Egg Harbor, thus saving
her from drifting out to sea, locked up in an ice floe, and being destroyed.
The sloop lay at Anchorage Island, wedged fast in the ice, which had
made the waters of the whole vicinity solid for the first time, it is said,
in a hundred years, the cold being terrible. As a storm was approach-
ing, the captain of the sloop was deeply troubled, knowing the danger
of his position. He was a poor man, with a large family, all he was
worth being in his vessel, which was leaking badly and in no condition
for being driven to sea, while the ice prevented her getting to harbor.
In this strait the united crews of the two stations came over the ice to
his assistance with their axes and an old iron boat, and at eight o’clock
in the morning commenced the great undertaking of breaking up the
ice so that the sloop could float, and cutting a road for her to a safe
harbor. This gallant labor continued all day and until nine o’clock in
the evening, by which time the exhausted life-savers had the satisfac-
tion of leaving the sloop, freed from her perilous position, and moored
in Sheepshead Thoroughfare. Her deliverance was fortunate, for the
next day the wind blew hard, with a heavy fog from the southeast, and
the ice broke up and rushed seaward. Under these circumstances, the
wreck of the vessel would have been certain had she not been got through
the ice to a place of safety. The last words of her captain to the life-
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saving crews upon their leaving him were that he would never forget
their kindness .in sticking by him, and that he would never torget the
Life-Saving Service.

January 15.—The Norwegian bark Success, with ten persons on
board, was run ashore by her master to save her from foundering, di-
rectly opposite Station No. 15, Sixth District, North Carolina. The
stranding took place at 5.30 a. m., and the vessel was immediately dis-
covered by the patrolman, who burned his red Coston light. The signal
was seen by the crew of the vessel while they were making preparations
to land in their own boats, but was not understood, the men not know-
ing that there were life-saving stations on the coast, and the landing
was soon after effected. The life-saving crews of three stations, Nos.
14, 15, and 16, soon assembled at the wreck, and the boat of No. 15 was
launched and put out to the wreck, returning with the personal effects
of the master and the sailors, together with some provisions. The vessel
broke in two and became a total wreck.

January 16.—The bark Italia, of Spezzia, Italy, struck inside the bar
at half-past three o’clock in the morning, during a blinding snow-storm
about- half a mile north of Life-Saving Station No. 6, Deal’s Beach,
Fourth District, New Jersey. The crew of the station boarded her, but
could not persuade the captain to leave the vessel. By 9 o’clock, how-
ever, he discovered that the vessel had eight or nine feet of water in her
hold, and made signals of distress. An attempt to reach her again in
the boat failed on account of the condition of the sea, but a line having
been fortunately brought ashore by the life-saving crew on their first
trip, connecting the vessel with the beach, the hawser and hauling-
lines were drawn on board, and the fourteen men composing the vessel’s
crew were brought to land by the breeches-buoy. The service was
laborious and difticult. The ship rolled so much that it was impossible
to keep the hawser taut, and the men, as they neared the shore, were
necessarily immersed in the breakers by the slackening of the rope to
which the breeches-buoy was suspended. The life-saving crew sub-
sequently boarded the vessel at low water, and secured the clothing and
baggage of the sailors. The vessel became a total wreck.

January 16.--The schooner Cuba, of St. John, New Brunswick, was
discovered ashore at 6.20 a. m., three-fourths of a mile from Station No.
20, Fourth District, New Jersey, the keeper and crew of which at once
went to her assistance, conveying the captain and his five men on shore,
and afterwards their baggage and the sails and running rigging of the
vessel. The men were fed and lodged at the station for three days. The
vessel was a total wreck.

January 19.—The schooner Lucy May, of Haverhill, Massachusetts,
stranded at half-past three o’clock in the morning at Townsend’s Inlet,
and was subsequently got off by a wrecking company. The crew of
Station No. 34, Fourth District, New Jersey, rendered good service dur-
ing the operation by extending the hospitalities of the station to those
engaged, and by facilitating communication between the vessel and the
shore with the surf-boat.

January 23.—The schooner General Scott, of Provincetown, Massachu-
setts, was seen by Patrolinen Rand and Hill of Station No. 7, Second
District, Massachusetts, just as she struck upon a bar a mile east-north-
east of the station. It was then about five o’clock in the morning, the
weather cloudy, with a heavy sea. The surf-boat was immediately
launched by the station crew, who, upon arriving alongside, found the
vessel in a very hazardous position, lying broadside to upon the bar, with
hawser and kedge anchor ahead. The keeper at once stationed men at -
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the hawser, with directions to cast off at the word of command, and
ordered up the foresail. This caused the schooner to swing around head
to the sea, when the hawser was let go, and the vessel floated off the
bar. The hawser and kedge were then taken on hoard by the station
crew, and the schooner sailed away. But for the prompt assistance of
the life-saving men she would have become a total wreck, as the wind
had changed, and the heavy sea which began to run on the bar would
have broken her to pieces. There were fourteen persons on board.

January 23.—A patrolman, belonging to Station No. 3, Fitth District,
Delaware, saw a schooner at 9 p. m. driving in so near the beach that
she had almost reached the outer breaker, when he fired his red Coston
light, thereby warning her of her danger, and enabling her to change
her course and stand out to sea.

January 24.—The schooner Scud, of Eastport, Maine, ran aground
at 8 p. m. one mile south of Station No. 12, Second District, Massa-
chusetts. The life-saving crew boarded the vessel and endeavored, with
the aid of her crew, to get her afloat. They succeeded so far as to turn
her around, head off shore, but the tide falling and the weather growing
very threatening, by two o’clock in the morning they landed the five
men on board and took them to the station with their baggage. The
next tide she filled with water and became a total wreck.

January 26.—The schooner America, of Rockland, Maine, was seen at
about three o’clock in the morning by the keeper of Station No. 4, Sec-
ond District, approaching the Gurnet under short sail, and being ap-
parently in datiger of running too near, was signaled to by him to keep
off. The keeper then went out in a dory with two surfien, boarded
the vessel, and found her anchored but unable to get down her sails,
the crew being nearly exbausted with cold and hunger. They had not
eaten anything since supper the night before, and had been without
sleep since the night before that. The vessel was so covered with ice
as to be unmanageable, and anoth«r night’s acenmulation would have
sunk her. She had considerable water in her hold, which was steadily
gaining. The captain had made up his mind to run the vessel ashore
rather than remain another night outside, the cold being so intense that
another night without food or sleep could not have been borne. The
three life-saving men staid on board about two hours, helping to get
down the sails, then returned to shore, got out the surf-boat, and came
back to the vessel with a full crew. They then took charge of the ves-
sel, sent the captain and crew below to get their supper and go to bed,
and having brought shovels and a crowbar from the station, went to
work Dbeating the ice off the schoouner and ridding her of this load.
They also manned the pumps, which had to be worked almost con-
stantly. At 6.30 in the morning they went on shore for breakfast,
returned to the vessel, patched her mainsail and hoisted it, beat the ice
from her foresail, which they also got up, thawed out the windlass, hove
up the anchor, took the vessel out clear of daunger, and saw her safely
on her way to Boston, returning to the station by noon. Some of the
life-saving men were slightly frost-bitten in this enterprise. But for
their exertions the vessel would have been lost.

January 26.—The schooner Srow Bird ran ashore in a north-northwest
wind and rough sea at two o’clock in the morning, two and a half miles
northeastof Station No. 13, Second District, Massachusetts. The severity
of the gale made it ipossible to get the surf-boat out to her from the
station, and the keeper and crew went to the town of Chatham with the
view of starting thence in a boat. Upon arriving they saw two Loats,
which had goue out from the town, returning with the schooner’s vrew
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of five. Three of them were taken to the station and succored for three
days, when free passes were obtained for them to Boston. The life-sav-
ing crew the day after the rescue went out in the surf-boat and saved
the crew’s clothing. The vessel was lost.

January 26.—The crew of Station No. 23, Fourth District, New Jer-
sey, rendered important service to the schooner Emma, of Patchogue,
Long Island, New York. The vessel had her main-mast head carried
away below the standing rigging on the 25th of Jannary, when oft Brig-
antine Shoals, so that nothing could be carried but the foresail and jib,
with which canvas the captain made an effort to sail to New York, but
the wind and sea were against him, and he was compelled to make for
Little Egg Harbor, where he succeeded in anchoring. The life-saving
crew boarded the vessel, and by putting a spring-stay from the stump of
the mainmast to the foremast head, and rigging up some straps and
blocks, enabled the captain to hoist his maiusail, and bear away on the
following day for New York without the aid of a tug, which otherwise
he would have had to procure. The schooner had four men on board.

January 28.—The brigantine Water Witch, of Baltimore, Maryland,
stranded at 10.30 p. m. four and a half miles northeast of Station No. 11,
Fifth District, Virginia. The life-saving crew took oft the eight mnen on
board and brought them to the station. The vessel was subsequently got
off by a wrecking company.

January 30.—The patrolman of Station No. 5, First District, Maine, saw
the schooner Emma, of St. John, New Brunswick, miss stays and run
aground at ten o’clock in the evening on Hog Island Ledge. - The station
crew reached her in their boat in forty minutes afterward, and found her
lying easily on smooth rocks. The top of her house had taken fire soon
after she struck, and the life-saving men assisted in extinguishing the
fire, and then occupied themselves in keeping her pumped out until the
tide rose and floated her off the ledge, which took place at two o’clock
in the morning. The life-saving crew then took her into the harbor,
anchored her, helped to furl her sails, and at four o’clock in the morning
returned to the station. The schooner had six men on board.

February 1.—A schooner was probably saved from destruction near
Station No. 6, Fifth District, Maryland. She was standing in toward
the shore, and would have presently stranded, when the patro'man of
the station fired his red Coston light, causing her to immediately tack
and bear away.

February 2.—The schooner Sarah Wood, of Philadelphia, anchored two
miles out, abreast of Station No. 13, Sixth District, North Carolina, and
the next morning showed signals of distress. A heavy surf was then
rolling in, but the keeper of the station launched his boat and made for
the vessel. On the outer bar the boat took a heavy sea which filled it.
The boat was backed astern, baled out, and at the second effort reached
the schooner, which was found to bein want of provisions and oil. The
steamer Virginia was then bearing down upon the schooner, and the
keeper took the steward of the distressed vessel in his boat to the
steamer, obtained the requisite supplies, and conveyed them to the
schooner.

February 8.—An unknown schooner was prevented from running on
shore by the patrolman of Station No. 8, Fifth District, Virginia, firing
his red Coston light, thus causing the vessel to tack and escape the
danger. The keeper of the station reports that this is the sixth vessel
this season which has been saved from running upon shoals by the
action of his patrolmen.

February 16.—The sloop John Clark, of Somer’s Point, New Jersey, ran
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agshore at about seven o’clock in the morning on Damson Shoal, half a
mile southeast of Station No. 8, Fifth District, Virginia. The station
crew boarded her, ran out her anchors, and by eleven o'clock hove her
off and anchored her in deep water, awaiting a fair wind. There were
three men on board.

February 18.—The crew of ‘Station No. 4, Fourth District, New Jersey,
rendered extraordinary service at the wre(,k of the Norwegian ship Hanna,
which ran ashore in a heavy northeast snow-storm and high sea at five
. O'clock in the morning, one mile and a half from Station No. 4, Fourth
District, New Jersey. The wreck was seen by Patrolman Lockwood, of
Station No. 4, who signaled to her, received an answer, left his lantern
in sight of the ship, and hastened to the station. A team. which the
keeper had engaged in anticipation of disaster, at once dragged the
apparatus abreast of the vessel, and a shot, carrying a line, was sent be-
tween the fore and main masts. Trouble was caused for the life-saving
crew by the captain of the vessel disregarding the instructions sent out
to him on the tally-board, and fastening the whip-line solow down on the
mast that the men were obliged to stand up to their waists in the surf
to get hold of the sailors as they were drawn ashore in the b-eeches-
buoy. In one hour and a half after the vessel struck the seventeen men
on board were safely landed. The captain of the ship, who had been
wrecked three times, said that this was the speediest deliverance known
to his experience.

February 19.—The bark Sadie, of Boston, stranded at abont five o’clock
in the morning, during a snow- %torm about three-fourths of a mile from
Station No. 10, Fourth District, New Jersey, and came so near to the
beach that the crew of the btatl()ll were able to throw a line on board
with the loaded heaving stick. The hawser and hauling-lines were then
set up, and six of the crew of ten were brought safely on shore by the
breeches-buoy. The operation was difficult as the vessel lay broadside
to the beach and rolled so heavily that the hawser could not be drawn
taut, and required two men to haul and slack upon it in time to the mo-
tions of the vessel so as to keep the breeches-buoy as much as possible
out of the water. By this time the tide had fallen, leaving the vessel
high and dry, so that the remainder of the crew were able to leap ashore

February 19.—The brig Moses Day, of Philadelphia, stranded about
350 yards from the shore, two and three-fourth miles from Station No.
5, Fitth District, Maryland, having on board a crew of ten, and
three passengers. A northeast wind was prevailing and it was thick
weather, with occasional snow-squalls. The wreck was discovered by the
patrolinan, and the station crew set out with the surf-boat on its car-
riage, which they hauled for a thousand yards, and finding it impossible
to proceed further against the stress of the wind, the keeper sent a man
on ahead to signal to the people on the wreck that help was at hand,
and dispatched another for a yoke of oxen, by which the boat Jvas hauled
to the wreck. A bright fire, composed of the brig’s nmttre.sses, was
burning on her quarter. The surf proved too high to launch the boat,
and tho wreck-ordnance was brought into requisition. The first shot
did not reach the vessel, and the keeper, seeing that the people on board
had grown impatient and were about to commit the fatal error of attempt-
ing to land in their own boat, signaled them to forbear, and again
attempted to launch. the surf-boat. After two efforts the life-saving crew
succeeded in getting the boat through the surf, came alongside of the
brig, and took off a part of the people, among them two women and a
child, all of whom were safely landed.  They then got through the surf
again and brought ashore the others. The crew were sucmre(l at the
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station until the 24th of February. The keeper and his men meanwhile
were engaged in saving the sails and running rigging. A part of the
cargo, which was of sugar and molasses, was saved in a damaged con-
dition. The vessel proved a total loss.

February 20.—The schooner Torpedo, of Lubec, Maine, ran ashore at
about half-past two o’clock in the afternoon in a heavy northeast snow-
storm on Rye Ledge, a mile and a half from Station No. 7, First Dis-
trict, New Hampshire, and became a total wreck. The keeper got a cart
and arrived abreast of the wreck with the apparatus within half an hour
after the patrol brought the news to the station, the life-saving crew
aiding the horse in the toilsome pulling and hauling. A small boat was
immediately launched, the vessel boarded, and the crew of four men
brought ashore and sheltered at the station, they being very destitute.
Five trips were made with the boat, the vessel’s sails got down and tied
up, the personal effects of the sailors brought to land, and the next day
the sails and rigging saved.

February 20.—The sloop America, of Greenport, Long Island, with
four men on board, ran aground about two o'clock in the atternoon, in a
snow-storm and bigh sea at Point Creek, and was boarded by the life-
saving crew of Station No. 23, Fourth District, New Jersey, who suc-
ceeded in getting her off without damage.

February 23.—The schooner C. B. Paine, of Eastport, Maine, lost her
reckoning and stranded 200 yards from shore at half past two o’clock in
the morning, two and three-fourths iniles east of Station No. 19, Third
District, Long Island. There were seven men on board, three of whom
were sick with fever. The life-saving men were promptly alongside,
but the sea being rough they were unable to get the sick men safely
into the boat, and were obliged to resort to the wreck-ordnance. A line
was soon thrown over the schooner by the Lyle gun, the breeches-buoy
was put in operation, and in an hour and a half the whole crew were
landed. The rescue would have been effected in less time but for the
illness of the men, and was somewhat hindered by the vessel rolling,
which made it difficult to keep the hawser taut. The sick men got wet
in their transit to the shore and upon landing were very weak and
unable to walk. A team was procured and they were conveyed to the
station, where every attention was bestowed upon them. They remained
at the station under care for three days, and one of them for eleven days.

February 25.—The schooners Rival and Northern Star, both of Glou-
cester, Massachusetts, came ashore in a thick snow-storm at seven
o’clock in the evening on Rye Beach, New Hampshire. The life-saving
crew of Station No. 7, First District, were upon the scene with their
boat within half an hour, but found that the crews of both vessels had
landed safely in their own boats, being fishermen, a few minutes after
stranding. The men, nineteen in number, were taken to the station and
cared for.

February 25.—The schooner Persis Hinckley, of New York, stranded
at about seven o’clock in the evening in a southeast gale and thick snow-
storm over a mile west of Station No. 7, Second District, Massachusetts.
She was at once discovered by the patrol, and the keeper of the station
ordered the surf-boat launched. The night was very dark and stormy
and the surf heavy upon the beach. In passing through the breakers
the boat shipped a sea which filled it nearly to the thwarts, but the crew
succeeded in getting to the schooner, which they found lying head on
about fifty yards from the beach, and boarded her. The captain requested
the keeper to take charge of the vessel and do the best he could to save
her. The keeper took command and ordered the jibs and topsails to be

»\>
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set, the wind having hauled to the south-southeast, blowing oft shore, and
as the tide flowed the brig began to thump and roll very heavily. With
the aid of the headsails she gradually swung oft from the beach, and
worked on until she came over the bar into twenty feet of water. The
keeper then kept her along the bar and ordered more sail set. The cap-
tain wished him toremain on board until the vessel was safely anchored,
but the night being stormy, the keeper told him he could not be absent
from the station, but would leave one of his crew on board, who by nine
o'clock the next morning got the vessel into safe anchorage in Province-
town Harbor. But for the prompt and skillful assistance rendered by the
station crew the brig and cargo would have been lost, and probably the
eight persons on board.

February 26.—The schooner Frances, of St. John, New Brunswick,
with seven men on board, ran ashore in a southeast snow-storm and
heavy sea at midnight, on the southwest point of Fisherman’s Island,
Maine. She was discovered by the patrolman of Station No. 3, First
District, Maine, at eight o’clock in the morning, and half an hour after-
ward the surf-boat came alongside and landed her crew of seven men on
Fisherman’s Island, where there is a house of refuge for tishermen. The
vessel was saved.

February 26.—The schooner David H. Tolck, of New York, stranded
at three o’clock in the morning, half a mile north of Station No. 19
Fourth District, New Jersey. The efforts of the life-saving crew resulted
in the saving of six persons, including little Genevra Sawyer, while five
were lost. The particulars of this disaster, which was the subject of in-
vestigation, will be found on page 30.

March 2—The Norwegian bark Admiral stranded at midnight about
one mile south of Station No. 5, Sixth District, North Carolina. She
was promptly discovered by the patrolman, but on the arrival soon after
of the life-saving men, the crew of the vessel, fourteen in number, came
ashore in their own boats, the sea being smooth, but subsequently
returned to the vessel. At ten o’clock in the morning the keeper boarded
the vessel and advised the crew to come on shore, as the sea was rising ;
they refused, and the keeper and his men regained the beach where they
remained ready to render assistance.. At 4.30 p. m. the crew of the
vessel signaled for a boat, and the life-saving crew again went off and
brought them ashore. The vessel became a total wreck.

March 3.—The brigantine E. A. Barnard, of St. Andrew’s, New Bruns-
wick, stranded, with eight men on board, a little before 1 a. m., three
and a half miles north of Station No. 4, Fifth District, Maryland. The
weather was thick and spitting snow, the wind northeast, and the surf
rather high. The wreck was promptly discovered by the patrol, who,
after making the usual signals, hastened to the station; and the life-
saving crew, procuring an ox-team from a place near by, hitched on the
boat and its carriage, and the wreck-ordnance in the station cart, and
started for the scene. The load soon proved too much for the team
through the soft sand, and the boat had to be left behind. Upon arrival
atthe wreck the usual preparations were made, and connection waseffected
by the first shot, and the hawser and hauling-lines were set up for the
use of the breeches buoy. When this was done, the mate of the vessel and
three men, instead of availing themselves of the means of transit thus
offered, launched a boat and started for the shore, using the whip-line
as a ferry-rope. The danger of the boat capsizing as it neared the.beach
compelled the life-saving crew to go into the surf and haul the boat on
shore. The remainder of the men on board, together with all their effects
and a box of silver plate, were then hauled to land by the breeches-
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buoy, and the rescued were taken to the station, where they received
the best attention. The captain of the vessel was an old man, and was
much exhausted and suffering from cramps. He was given a bath, had
his limbs well rubbed, and was put to bed. The cargo being dutiable,
the keeper, in his capacity as inspector of customs, had a guard set over
it until relieved by other customs officials. The crew of the vessel were
entertained at the station for two days, when they left for Philadelphia.

March 6.—The schooner Mary Helena,of Atlantic City, New Jersey, was
run ashore by her captain at five o’clock in the morning, nearly two miles
north of Station No. 13, Fourth District, New Jersey, in a strong east-
southeast wind and heavy surf. The vessel was leaking badly, and her
captain drove her on the beach to save her crew. She was seen at once
by the patrolman, who ran to the station, and the life-saving crew came
promptly to the wreck with the surf-boat; but the vessel had been run
so high up on the beach, that ber crew of two men and her one passen-
ger had landed by swinging themselves with a line from the end of the
jib-boom. They were taken to the station by the life-saving crew, and
succored for a day and a half. The station men returned that morning
to the wreck, and stripped it of sails, rigging, anchors, and chains for
the benefit of the owners.

March 7.—The schooner Addie Sawyer, of Calais, Maine,anchored at five
o'clock in the morning near Duck Ledge, Quoddy Bay, during a boister-
ous snow-storm, in a position of great danger. Her peril being reported
to the keeper of Station No. 1, First District, Maine, by a patrolman,
he and his crew at once started out the surf-boat, hauled it across to
the bay side, launched, and after a hard pull of two hours reached the
schooner. The captain gave his men leave to quit the vessel in the surf-
boat, but himself refused to go. This steadfastness touched the keeper,
and made him form the resolution of attempting to save the vessel as
well as the crew; a task which the circumstances rendeted rather des-
perate, on account of the violence ot the wind and sea. Getting his crew
on board, the keeper made sail, unshackled the anchors, and steered for
the north over Crowell’s Ledge Bar. If the vessel should strike in cross-
ing the bar, or one of her sails blow away, her destruction was assured. -
Fortunately she crossed the bar without striking, and kept along clear
of the lee shore until smoother water was gained, when the keeper
clapped on more sail and drove her to a good anchorage. These skillful
maneuvers, aided by good fortune, saved a vessel and cargo worth $7,000,
together with the lives of her crew of s¢cven men. In her original posi-
tion the vessel would have been beaten to pieces at ebb-tide.

March 11.—The sloop Hattie Mary, of Chincoteague, Virginia, grounded
at 4 p. m. on New Inlet Bar, two and a half miles from Station No. 7,
Fifth District, Virginia, and half a mile from land. She was seen imme-
diately from the station, and the surf boat was at once launched and
rowed out to her. She was found lying broadside to the sea, pounding
somewhat, and the water breaking over her. Thelife-saving crew light-
ened her of her deck-load, and forced her with oars and poles, aided by
the rising tide, over the bar inside, where it was safe. The keeper staid
on board some 1ime and instructed the captain how to steer so as to
clear the dangerous shoals in that vicinity.

March 17.—The crew of Station No. 9, Ninth District, Lake Erie, who
were not then on duty, discovered the barge Bay City in theice six miles
northwest of the station, and at 2 p. m. put out in the surf-boat, and after
over two hours’ hard pulling, were brought up by the ice. which extended
some ten or 12 rods around the barge. They got out on the ice, walked to
the barge, and found her abandoned, without anchors or sails. They then
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went back to the station to get an anchor and line for use in the attempt
to save the barge, to which they returned by eight o’clock in the evening,
but found the ice 80 broken around her that they could not get near her.
The next day she was still in the ice, but had passed the station some
six miles to the eastward. An attempt was made by the life-saving men
to get a tug from Sandusky to tow her, but none could be found fitted
out. The day following they saw her again about a quarter of a milo
from Marblehead light, went out in their boat and tried to tow her in,
but the barge having already taken in water, and being without pumps
and leaking, could not be kept afloat, and at last sunk in six feet of wa

ter, and became a total wreck.

March 19.—The schooner Eva L. Leonard, of Boston, with five men on
board, stranded at about two o’clock in the morning, in ¢clear weather and
a low sea, on a bar a mile and a half from Station No. 31, Third District,
Long Island. She was seen by the patrolmen of Stations 31 and 32,
but was supposed to be a vessel lying at anchor, until daybreak dis-
closed the fact that she was ashore. The crew of Station No. 31 launched
the surf-boat at five o’clock in the morning, boarded the schooner, and
brought the captain ashore, the crew being ordered by him to remain on
board. At fouro’clock inthe afternoon thelite-saving crew made a second
trip to the vessel, tied up her sails, and brought off all hands and their
luggage. The men were entertained at the station that night, and were
returned to the schooner the next day by the life-saving crew. The day
following the schooner was hauled oft by the Coast Wrecking Company.

March 20.—The schooner Leonard B. Snow, of Provincetown, Massa-
chusetts, stranded through carelessness, at 4.30 in the morning, on the
bar half a mile west from Station No. 7, Second District, Massachusetts.
She was promptly discovered by the p