UnITED STATES ReEVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE,

REVENUE-CUTTER  "Seminole™,

Wilmington, N.C.,
November 21, 1909.
Dear Father:

Thank you for your letter of
October 26th which T should have answered
before but’have heen too busy to do anything
much except what ceme next. I guess you
have learned that I had command when the .
President visited Wilmington. We took
him 22 miles down the river and back
without mishap or inconvenience to hin.

A party of one hundred committeemen
were along as an escort. The President
was received by my cordisl handshake as
he crossed the gangway and I presented
him to all the officers who were drawn up
on the quazrter-deck in accordance with
the regulations, the crew being on the
opposite side. FHe requested that no salute
be fired. The committee were on the poop
deck snd before they could swarm down on
Teft he had made his wey hastily forward
to the foreeastle deck. There he cast a
furtive glance aft and requested through
his aid, Captain Putt, trat no one be
allowed up there. I stetioned & man st
each gangway and greatly to the disgust of
the committee only two or three got up
there to talk to him. Senator Overman,
Governor Kitchin, two secret service men
and myself were the favored ones. T told
the Tresident a humorous anecdote of Uncle
Joe Cannon, of whom he had been speaking,
end he was good enough to notive me with
& wan smile. It looked to the audience



as though we were hob nobbing and had the desired effect of
meking Them duly jedlous. Down in the wardroom they were
serving drinks of varions ¥inde nrovided by the commitiee
for its own entertainment and while the place was crowded,
#nd *he ~vawrd was just beginming to get n little crowded, or
swampod, the veseed, oainer at shont 14 knots, ran close to
~ the hank on s sharp turn and raised a big following wave (T
don't ¥mow the technieazl name for that species and do not
espeeially esre to hecome familiar with them) such as rolls
up when a fast vessel approaches within a few inches of the
bottom. This wave combed nicely into an open air-port in
the guadrant room and filled it up to the height of the bulk-
hesd which was some three feet. As soon as it began to run
over we shut the port and bailed out the water which pradually
ren Porward over the wardroom floor and wet some of the feet
of some of the committee who were already sufficiently wet
elsewhere. The bailing out of this water in the goof old
Pashioned way (Men with buckets and swabhs ) caused some
somment Ffrom the unsophisticated Worth Carolinlans but the
took it rather good naturedly as soon as %they found fthat the
hooze could be served on dsck Jnst as well and that 4t came
quicker there. The Wew York World had a soandalous mrticle
abont the trip and gceused the President of b ing drank, but
he did not take a drink on hoard the Seminole I am sure.

T will send you & copy of the loesl paper which will tell
sou a1l shout the ddings and may interest you when you have
an idle half-hour. (I will also send & picture of Taft and
myself on the same frand Stand. Tlease save the paper for
Mother or send it 9 her when you are through with ik .

T +0ok the STMIROLE down the river the other night after
dnrk en ronte to reseus the FLEAT R W. CLARK, hut thE vessel

had hroken up hefore we J%ft the dock =0 T eonld not|do
anything. We went out hefore daylight the next mormfing and

found & heavy °W. sea runmning snd =ome Eea from the North.
APtor searching the shosls and orossing the path of vessels
we got & wireless from a steamer which had jnst passed Frying
Tan 1ightship and went out and took the ecrew of a shipwrecked
vilnt Rost off from her. They had their hoat tied up astern
of the 1lightship in/ the gnle and the cea pulled a hitt ount)
mhen they stood on deck and wate ed her drift to sea. Soon
after they lost her the 25 foot Ttalian tremp they had bheen
waiting for passed hy the 1ightship and they saw anofher
hoat et their pilotage which would heve heen ahout #245.
They were not in cheerful mood atsll. I have met
captain Tackard of the Carib twice and he spoke of you and
anid he often saw you in Georgetwon. T asked him shoard hut
he would never come. Fe was standing on fthe dock the last
time T docked the TJFMINOLE and T did not Rear him find any
£51u1t with the job, though T presume te thinks Reveme-Cutters
hendle themselves, as he told me shout seeing me turn her
i the river when we csme in once hefore and said he wished
the Carib handled that way. I presume there ia some dl fference
in power and there gertainly is in Jlength.
7ell- I am going to the PANLICO astat ioned at Newbern,
in a Pew days if T get my orders. A elassmate of mine,
fovell who is a resl first lientenant though he has had
three goars less experience theh T have on account of duty
st the Departmentnfor that time is coming this week fo



relieve me and T am going to the PANMLICO as
executive there. I do not expect the work
will kill me as she has only 34 men where this
vessel has 57. Che is a dandy 1little ship

but I hate to go there and I have no desire to
eruigse on inlsnd waters just now. T would rath
stay at sea a while and get used to it a bhit
more.

They have ordered the capt=in who is now
on the PAMLICO to this vessel so I shall lose
my commend about the 23rd. T have been
captain here for ghout 42 days and have made
three trips altogether besides the one T made
la t spring when T was in command. I am very
glad to have had the chance to show myself what

| I could do because it will probably he some
; ten wasva hefore I ever heve snothsr chance
{ énd in the meantime T have the satisfaction of
knowing that I did do something once without
anyone to bother me. 11together T have
had my own way with the S™MINOLE since last
2pril and have had charge mush of that time.
She is in sbout as fine shape as any of our
ships that T have ever seen and T feel some
pride in turning her over to my successor
in that condition. We have the best of
conditions here for keeping a ship up, as
you know. I hope Mother csn come to Wewhern
this winter as rhe intended to come to Wil-
mington and don't believe it is much, if sny, £
greater distance fom Georgeto-n.  Thank you Pfoz
the account of Tom's wedding whic} vou sent.
I am very sorry that I was unable to go,
but it could not be helped.
I shall send this to Georgetown bhut I
, don't think you ean be there yet. Write me
e ——Rareand 15 wiTl-be=forwarded 12T have gcns.
i Grace w nld join me in sending love only
he is not here. She is coming down in about a
hour to stay to dinner. I don't get ashore
much just now as there are only two deck office
attached, myself and one bbher.

fuess this is letter enough for a while,
Your affectionate son,

oyl |
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