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THE COMMANDANT OF THE LUNTED STATES COAST GUARD
: | WASMINGTOM 20523 :

29 0CT 2007

' - | : - The Commandant of the Coast Guard takes pleasure in
presenting the COAST GUARD UNIT COMMENDATION fo: . :

USCGC BOUTWELL (WHEC 719)
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA

for servidc. as set forth in the follbwing
CITATION:

- “For exceptionally meritorious service from July to November 2007 duing CGC
‘BOUTWELL’s Notth Pacific patiol supporting shared Pacific Theater security and cooperation
initiatives of the North Pacific Coast Guard Forum member nations of Canada, Russta, Japan, the

- Peoples Republic of China, and the Republic of Korea. Demonstrating the utmost zeal for
mission execution, solidifying international partnerships, and operational success in detecting
illegal high seas drift net fishing vessels in support of the United Nations moratorium on the use
of large-scale pelagic drift nets. CGC BOUTWELL documented multiple drift netting violations
and coordinated the efforts of three partner nations to affect the detection, seizure, and

~ prosecution of six illegal high seas drift net vessels. CGC BOUTWELL exemplified tenacious
prosecution, innovative tactics, and groundbreaking, multinational cooperation to ensure mission
success. While on patrol in the high threat area in the Northern Pacific Ocean, CGC
BOUTWELL also collected uniqueé data on illegal fishing by vessels from nations who are not
party to standing international agieements oni high seas drifinet fishing that will be of significant
value in future threat assessments and cooperative patrol efforts. Showing exceptional planning,
initiative, -and professionalism, CGC BOUTWELL fos-_tered'tzansparency between numerous
Pacific Rim countries by hosting professional ‘exchanges in China, Japan, and Russia; and
conducting bilateral field exercises with the Russian Border Guard, the South Korean Coast
Guard, and the Japanese Coast Guard CGC BOUTWELL’s exemplary performance received
high praise fiom military, diplomatic, and law enforcement leaders in Japan, Russia, Canada, and
China - The proféssionalism, pride, and devotion to duty displayed by the CGC BOUTWELL are
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guagd ™ :

The Oper_ationai Distinguishing Device '_1'3 authorized.
' For the Commandant,
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_ C D. WURSTER
Vice Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Commander, Coast Guard Pacific Area






