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his fa tho firat opportunity which has come $o mo
to be present at a Convention of the Atlentie Dseper Watore
ways Assooiation, and 1t is one of the emoluments, ani may
I say rewards, which geos with the appointmont to tho .
office of Commandent of the Coast Guard. I know that for
many years back 1% has been eustomary for the head of the
Service, or hies persomal representative, to maet with $he
dolegates, civie and Fodoral officials and the maritime
and port authoritios who realize the importanse and walue
to the Nation of your deliborations, and who always bring
back hams with them the most pleasant msmories of tho
acsoeiations hore,

The very nams of the Servico which I have the honor
%o represeat ~ the 0oast Guard - sugzaesto the naturel
intorest which we have in the work of tho Atlantie Deepor
Waterways Association. Ve appreciate the opportunity of
being represonted here, and you may be assured of our 0o~
operation in the great public serviece which you are render-
ing. Your task is an unording one, ard it is direatly
related to the public walfare,

Stapding out in bold relief in the gecgraphieal
makeup of our Hation and serving as tridutes to tho fare
eightednoss and wisdam of tho public offiecials and private
individuals, suoch as are meeting here, are those chains of
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maguificent waterwaye strotching elong our Atlantic Coast,
affording more eoxtensive utilization of our waterways,
opening up now sooctions of the country to tho benefites and
the flow of marine eemmerce; ineressing activitios among
mariners, hoatmon, and maritime interests, and adding to the
safety of marine travel. B8So, in oxtending to the Convention
the greetings of the Coast Guard and its felieitatioms upon
the progresa and suececess that have attonded your efforts to
blaze the way for hetter harbors and botler intra~scaatal
watorways, I want you to feel that thoy come from a group of
publie sorvants who partioularly appreaiate the work whieh is
heing done along theece linss.

For the past docade or s0, wo have witnasged ths
appeals from public-spirited ecitizens and organisations for
the upbuilding of tho American merchant marinse, with a view
of niore and better vessels flying the Ameriecan flag, of
building of a large force of officers and men trained and
oxperionced in navigation and the handling of ships; in
shors, to make America sea-minded. We are on the thresh-
0ld, it appeoars, of a cyole of unusual marine aetivity, with
the dynamic force of the pudlic behind the aim and purposs
of the Goverament to make the American merchant marine ono
of superiority. This situation is ono which concerns and
affeots all intersated in marine affeirs of the Hatiom.
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As this inorensed Amoricen fleet materializes thore will
ensue widor appreciation of the directive efforts of the
Atlantic Dgoper viaterways Asscoiation, and & greater
knowladge of, and interest in, the work of tho Federal
agenoies whioch have to do with the gomstruction of
navigable waterwvays, thoir maintenanco, and the sea
operations of the Govermuont. And tho Ceast Guard,

whesa duties go hand in hard with ehg marire activities

of the Nation, shall be prepared to ascume its share of
rosponsibility in tho adwvanceront of the interasta of our
merchant marine., It may be that this Eervice i3 in a
position to holp solve the prodblem of tyaining merehant
seamen for their peace~-time and wey-time duties. The
Goast Guard trains its own men to do good lifeboatmen and
sailormmen for carrying out its peace-time mission, and
eimultaneously trains them for war-time aervice with the
Bavy. A ocomewbat eimilar training, I understand, 1o
dssired for the merohant secamen and firamen. On one side
the Coast Guard rubs elbows with the Favy and on the othey
side with the merchent marine. It is in & position te¢ be
the knot that ties the two together. In tims of peace the
Coast Guard end the morohant marine must thoroughly under-
otand each other and both beecams a part of the Navy in tims

of war.



€ i

I feel that most of you know something of the history
and of the normal peads-time work of the Coast Guard. You
know, I presums, that its history goes baok to 1780; that
under the law the CGoast Guard e‘omtitdﬁaa a part of tho
military forees of the United States at all times, and
automatically becaomes a part of the Ravy in time of war op
whonsver the President shall so direet; that it has played
o dlatinguished part in overy war in which this country bas
boon engaged. The fundamontal duties of the Sorviee in
this day are generally sfimilar to those which governed its
estadlishment, and whieh may be divided into threo general
groupa; that of law enforeement upon the navigable and
coastal waters of the United Statos and its insulay
possesaions, of rondering assistance to life and property
in poril, and of being constantly prepared to take its
place in the national defense organization of the Natien.
Those duties are inter-related and conourrently performed.

In oxdor to more olearly define the jurisdiction of
the Coast Guaxrd in its law enforcement dutiss, Oongress by
Act approved Jure 22, 1936, empowered officers of the Coast
Guaxd to enforce any and all laws of tho United States upon
the high sess and navigabdls waters excapt tho rivers aand
emall lekes, These duties run tho ccmplete range of
Federal law enforsemsnt from the examization of motorboats
%0 ssa that they have the proper dooumonts and equipment to
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that of suppression of mutiny on morehant vessels., Recently,
in the gourse of threo days, units of the Cosst Guard bBoarded
4700 veosels and deteated 1189 violations of lew. The public
gonorally is more femilfar with that phase of our law enforce~
mont duties having to do with the prevention of smugzliing
against vhich the Coast Guard Ras waged, and is continuing
to 40 =0, a yolentless campaign of auppresaion. A present
we are paying particulaer attention to the narcotic trade.

The mest inspiring duty of the Comst Guard Ais that of
eaving 1ife and property at sea. No matter on what duty a
Ooant Guard unit may be engagod, whon the ¢sll for agsietance
comas from a ship or mariner {n distress, every human endeavor
18 diraoted to got to the soemo as s00n an possidle and to
rendor ovory assistance within the power of the Coast Guard.
That you may gain an idea of the exteat of the work of the
Ooast Guard along this humanitarian lines, Guring the past
fiscal year ended June 30, 1938, the Gosst Guard saved or
ropoued f£rom positions of peril 7510 perscns, an averege
of about 21 persons every twenty-four hours, This is the
largest nunber of lives rescusd in any one yeer by the Goast
Guard throughout its entire history, And the vzlue of
vessels aspisted (ineluding cargoes) wes more than 66 million
dollars, Along the Hew Jersoy coast alone, emdbracing 58
Goant Guard atations otrotobing from Sgundy Hook to Cape ¥ay,
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ugsistance waa rendered in cascs involving 2,369 lives and
the property involved vas velued at §5,351,310,

Undoubtedly you are avare of the extent of the
humani terian service performed by the aireraft operated
fron the sewveral Coast Guerd eir stations along our coast,
warning commercial and pleasure vessels lacking radio
facilitics of approaching hurricanca, taking off of vessels
at ses seriously injured ceamen and rushing them to hospitals
ashore, in addition to insuring a more efficient surveillanco
egeinst violatione of Federal luw upon the cea and ccastal
waters. During the past year Coast Guard plancs transportsd
88 nodicel cases, many of them involving beroic esetion on ths
part of the pilot and his orew, and in patrol oporations
those eraft searched ovor a soa eres exceeding eight million
square milos.

The Const Cuard directs itoc onergles and its services
to tho miscion of being a helping hand and a guardiemn and
protector of Ameriecan shipping on the eoa and navigablo waters.
Ita Gutios include, among others, the International Ies Patrol
in the North Atlantioc; the fur seal and halibut fisheries
patrol in the North Pacifici patrol of rogattas and marine
parades; removal of doreliets and wonmcos to navigation; the
keaping open of icolocked navigable ohannels during the winter
scason so¢ far as may be practicable; enforecement of port
anohorage regulations - eaptains of the port; ete. From the
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abovo brief raforemce to somo of our duties, I feel you will
approciate that our ecomparatively emall force of approximately
9600 officers and mem hus plenty to do.

I bave desoribo@ only briefly and generally the scope
of the work earried on by the Coast Guard, and the cperations
of this Gervige - extonding along the 10,000 miles of our
eoast 1ine and to our insular possessions ~ cost the tax-
payers only $28,880,000 during tho fiscal year 1536, less
than half the eost of tho police force of ono of cur large
cities,

The Serviece mst progross, just as improvements mmst
be made in our wateorways, to meet ochanging conditions amd the
advanse of eiviligation. Lookiag to the future and to moet
the present~day problems, the Coast Guard 1s plaocing in com-
mission seven mew guttera, representing the latest word in
oship construction and embodying all the modern facilities
for serving the pudliec along tho lines of our work, That
moans service to the warine interests and to those who travel
upon tho sea. These new outters are designod for a speed of
20 knots which will insure a more rapid arrival in answering
emargency calls, and they have faoilities for aceoumodating
auxiliery aireraft which is proving se ossentiel in mseting
prosont-~day demands upon the services of the Comst Guard,
84x new flying boats to bo eonstructed will have a eruising
range of 8000 miles and aceanmodations for four stretoher
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cagses in addition to tho crew.

The Coast Cuerd, fully recognizing the responsibility
placed upon 1t by the people and the Congress of the United
States 1n the fields of law enforecmont upon the sea and
nravigable wetors, the saving of 1ife and property, and in
national prepareduess, atrives always to bo worthy of dhis
high trust. An honorable record of noarly 148 years lies
behind us vho are in the Sgrvice today, ard we have had
harded down to us traditions, high standards and ideals
which are raflected in our overyday work and in the faith-
ful and officient discharge of our asaigned tasks, In
olosing, may I leave this thought with you: The Coast
Guard is your Servica., Its desire is always to roopons
"Aye Aye Sir" to tho oall to duty whenover and whorever
1% can serve the pudlic - in peace and i» war - and to de
worthy of that public esteem which flowa from a recog-
anition of duty well dons.
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ADDEESS OF REAR ALIIRAL Re 7. VAESCHE BRFORE THD TW-ANY SOCIETY,
HES YORR, e Yo 2 December, 1936.

T apreeeiete the honor end privilege to appear before you of the
Tanmany Society this oveninz, a privilege which oums to me through The
Bonorablo Stophken B, Cibbone, Ascistent Segrotary of the Troasury,
having eharge of the Coaut Ouard, cpd your Iy, HeCullen. Sinco asarming
ths office of Covmandant of ¢he Coast Guard sevors) monthe ago, this is
tho firet opportunity I have had to meet with a representative group of
citizens of tho Ustion's greatest meritime port. MHo city is closer to
the a2dministration of uationsl affeivs at Vashington tham is Kew York,
and no commaity heao a bettor understanding of maritime effaire, and
tho veode of the nation in that direction. 4180, RO community is more
elosoly aaaoeimteé with tho Ooast Guarde A Coast Cuard officer, the
Captain of tho Port of Hew York, dirvacts your morine traffic end patrols
gour herdor == Joast Guam ctations guerd the entrances ~- cutters that
patrol the North Atlantie dace here -- e Coast Guard air station is in
process of eonstruction et Floyd Bemmett Field., It 1 theorefore fitting
that I should tell you roprosentative New Yorkers something adbout our
oervice.

I note that the Tsumeny Sceisty was orzamized in ths 1780s, and
that fact corves oe an ifem of cormon intorest betweon your organization
and the Coast Guard, Our Sorvico was ostabliched at about the same tims
1760 o be exact - end we of the Coast Guard have eluways acclaimed our
lonz record of gervice. An historic baclkground to an organization is a
prieslass horitazo. It is a sphere in whieh ase 2erves as a promium.

If an opganiaction or sceioty, particulerly e patriotic and bonovolent
ono, ware not bYuilt upon a firm foundation of prineiple and service, it
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would acon fall by the wayside., Your orgamization is almost 150 years
oid. You have @ reagen for just pride.

Having spont over 38 yoars of my 1ife in the service of the Coast
Guard, I Enow you will usderstand my deep pride in 1%s long history, sgoing
baek as fap as Amé% 4, 1720, when it was established under am Act of
Congress avproved dy Prosident Weshington, to provide for an asmed foreo
afioel %0 patrel the coast line of the country and o snforce 1{:9 maeitims
laws. The funfamontal nesd 8a 1790 was thet of a well traimed sea-going
organizetion for enforgcmsnt of the lewszs of the United 8tates upon the sea
and novigedle waters., While the originel mission ¢f the Serxvice was that
of law enforgement as i¢ pertained to tho protectiom of the customs revemme,
the &octrine of the Revenue Eerine Serxvice bsgame onme of “Service to the
Hation" im all affairs maritims in peaco and in waP.

In looking through the sarly puges of history, you will £ind
Rovenue Cubters, smell fast ssiling vessels eccompanying the U.S.S,
COMBTITUTION, v0ld Xromsides”, and other historie navel vessels on their
cruises to the West Indiss and eleowhere, es scouts, in scapch of privateers
and other oncmy vessels. In overy war they took an tmpertant psrt and whon
20% so emgeﬁ they were byeaking up piracy, sieve trading, and enforeing
generally the mawitime lawe of the country.

1% wao logical that this force which spent so mmeh time ad sea in
ell kirfs of weather was called upen to mosist vesasla in distress, and so
thore wac gradually built up the duty of eaving and protecting lifec and
property at sec. A3 thic duty increase@ in importance and as frequont
viecks ogcuryed aleaz our ¢oasts, finally,in 1848, a Life-8aving station
on gshore was ¢stedlished on Long Island and later additicnal stetions
verme ectebliahod £rom time to time along our coasts -- working in
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conjunction with tho ocuttors and a part of the samo service - for the
saving of life and proporty. In 1878 the mar of stations on shore had
5.nere§sed %0 oueh ar oxzbtent thad congreaé separsfied the shore-end of thie
sewice from the seG~going end and established the Life-Saving Service.

6&2 progent mame "Upited States Coast Guard™ dates dback to the
6% of Comgross of January 26, 1916, which comzolidated the Revenuo-
suiter Service and the Lifo-Baving Sorviece into e single organization -
1he Coost Guard - and provided ¢hat it shall comstitute a part of the
sailitaz;y foroos of the United Statos, operating under the Treasury Depart-
went in time of peace and as a pazrt of the Eevy in time of wer oP in
ciwergency when direetsd by the Prosident. And 50 the two services agsin
VOCEND ONS.

The dutics and rosponnsibdility of the Comst Cuard ers the reosult of
laws, ozecutive orders, custems, practice and tmditiéa extending over a
seried of 146 years aud ere fundementally the same now as in our early
sistory. Thoy may be divided inrto three genersl groupss ¢hat of tho
Hation's law onforcement agency upon the maviseble and coastal waters of
tho United States; that of profeoling and rendering acoistmnco to life and
property; end tha? of heing constantly proparsd to teko i%e place {m the
nationzl defense organication of the Nation. These duties are inter~

related and coucurrently performesd. Ite lav-anforeemsnt dutics inelude

the provention of emuggling, the enforcement of Ovetoma laws, navigation

iawg, and other laws govorning merchant vessels ond motorboats - of rules
and regulovions governing anchoyage and movement of veesels (Captains of
the Port}, of laws relative to oil pollution, immigration, quaramtine,
neutrality ~ of laws to provide for safaly of life during regattas or
marine parvafes ~ of rules snd regulations for ¢the protoection of the
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ficherics in Alaska, of Internationsl comventions rolative o £ishories on
the high seas - and of misgellancous laws Por othor branches of the Covern-
wgnts It examines soamen for cortificates as lifeboatmen - proteets the
remp and seal and otter ficheries ir Alagka ~ end protoets the bird reserva-
tion established by Executive Order,

Among its other Guties, whiek ere essontially humenitarian in
charaefer are: Renfering assiotance %o vessels in @ietrecs, and the saving
and protseting of lifo and property on the csas and navigable waters of the
nited States and 4¢o imsular posseesions; £lood relief im the testern
rivers; Gostruedion and remove)l of dereliets, wreele, and othor dangams to
navigetion; intermational service of fee obsorvation end iece patrol im ho
Horth Atlantic; extending modieal end surgical aid to United States vessels
onga2ad in decp cea Slchings colloofing statistiecs rogarding loss of lifs
and property on vessels; and kooping mein navigable channcls free of ieo,

Tho Qoast Guard is unique among mlitary soxvices in that in ¢ime of
veace it performs Guties of a eivil nature, which, if not carriecd out by
this service, would require the pstedlichmont of additional fooilities undor
the various emseutive departmente concerned. And so it is always busy - in
peaee and in war, I beliove no eme will dispute tho fact that ¢he Coast:
Cuerd kmows the sea, knows seamenchip, knews boatmanchip, in dscp wator end
ir the surf, botter thar any othep organization,

8inee the Goast Guurd asswmad charge of the International Xce Patrol
in tho Rorth itlantie, following the sinkinz of the TITARIC, on April 14,
1912, mot a single 1ife has beom lost ap a result of collision with iecbergs
op ice flelds in the Horth A%lantie, Coast Guard chips om pafirol in or mear
the iee ficlds virtually regulate ocemn traffic in those ercas. Ac many as
38 weasals heve boenr guided cleap of icchergs in a asingle day, and during a

single month as many es 376 icebergs bave Woon eightcd and veported within
-



the path of navigation,

I wish that you might know somsthing of ¢hs long record of horoio
roscues that have been mede by the men of the Coast Guard in saving human
livoe from chips thet were pounded to pisces by the fury of the storm.
Yoet all of ue in the Serviee have bad personal eoxzperiences, and ome
upjque case which comos €0 my mind was that of the steamship GANADIAN
ZEPORTER. Ia July, 1921, while I wos in command of ¢he cuttor SHOHOMISH,
the CANADIAN EXPORTER - of G000 gross tons - otyanded Guring a thiek fog
op & shoeal off Willapa Buy, @ dengorous loeality of the Washington ¢coant,
anfl the SEDHOMISE went to hor seacus,

The veosel wes resting on 8 sand bar, slmost a quicksand, which
chiftod continually with the strong tidal curremts. The vessel, whioh was
hoavily laflam, hed gome ashore in the morning emd by lste afternoonm, due to
ghifting sands and rough gea, ebe broke in two just forward of the five-
room, and the atern eanmeneed to settle, The SKUHOMISE could not get
closor than abou? 3/4 of @ mile and with our purfboat wo took off the
entira edow of §5 persons. It was not an easy job as the asa was rough
and ¢ was black dark when we had ewverything ceeure and sterted to loeve
tho seemes Then 0 everyeme's astomiskment, the whistle of the stranded
oteamor commoneed blowing. The Csptain of the CANADIARN FXPORZER aesurad
ps that all of his mon were sccounted for and suggosted thet thers must
to a stowewey still on board, So with comsiderable epprelonsion for Sho
safoly of oy own mon we lowezed our surfboat again in the rough sea and
thoy pulled away into the darkmess. About an hour later they returned with
the report that the cottlizg of ¢ths storm of the vessel - the break in the
ship haiag‘bew:aen the bridge and tho stack - had strotched the whistle
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coxd and the ship wae blowing hor own whistle. And the whistle was s5till
blowing when tho SROBOMESH left the scenc.

The Const Cuard earries on its law onforsecment and 11fe~saving work
»long all Cho coastsc and navigeble waters of the United States, Alaskngt
Hawaii, Puerto Bico, and the Virgin Islec with & parsommel atmgsh of
spproximatoly 9400 officers end men, and with equipment canpisting of
cuttors, patrol doats, harboy boats, aireraft, shore stotions and life-~
xaving boats. The efficiency with which a duty is done by any Service
depende upen the training of ite persomnel. The offisers and men naking
u2 the Coast Guard are nwot any better Americens then you will £ind in any
other govermmental mgencies, but the Serviee does ezxnet a measure of gorvice
fram i%s percomvel as will conform to the highest standards of Guty end
loyalty, anf uhich assurce %o the Amopicen publie a faithful anf efficiont
rerformance Of any task assigned to the Ooas® Quard, Tho cormissionad
officars are eduested and treincd as eedots at the Coast Guerd Acadeny,
just as officers of the lavy sre edueeted and trained at Annepolie, They
are making the Ocast Guard dheir 1ife’s carceor, evd thoir ome absorbing
pux;noéé in life i to uphold the honor and prossige of their Service.

The entramle soquiremonte are oxaoting and most boys have one or
more yoars et eoziega before entoring. After four yesrs intensive study
in‘aarine engineoring, seamanchin, navigation end ecorollary subjects thay
ayro commigsioned im $ho Goost Guard and immedintely go %o sea where prec-
tige) oxmorionse cupploments tho theory learned ot the Aondeny. A geagomed
Coaat Guard offieor, thersfors, ie enipently £itted for earrying out his
duties ard, as he has ccomcmic sgcurity, he can enforec the law withous
foar oy favor £rem any group.
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I feel you will recegnize £rom what I have said in a general and
brief way coneerning tho Service that the Coast Cuard aime to be of the
greatect poesible asoistanco to all those who ¢ravel upon the sea and %o
the Amoriecn merxchant marino which by reason of logislation emacted during
the past Congwecc appears t0 be on the thresheld of a now ora of expansion
and dovelopment. Many »roblems lay ahsad of us in tho marine field - im
whieh yc;u of New Yozk are partianiax'ly intoressed - and 1%t may be ¢that the
Coasy Guard 13 in @ position to halp 30lvo the problem of training morchent
semmon for their pesse time and war tims dutiso. The Oosst Guerd trains
its oum men %0 B0 geod lifobostman and eailoymon for earrying oud its
ncace time micsion and sirmlancously ¢rains them for wer time sexvies
with the Kavys A mewhat.aimnar tzaining, I underatand, is Gosired for
the merehant marine coaman end fireman. On one side the Coast Guard rubs
elbows with the Bavy, and on the other side with the mopechant marine, IS¢
i6 in a popition to Be (he dle that dimds the two together, In $ime of
peace the Comst Guard and the merchant marine must thorsughly unde:atanﬁ
cach othor aud both beceme & part of the Havy in time of waw,

Tho Comst Cuard is in i9s 146%h year of service; 4% hes duilt
tradition and estoblished a roputation, ard looks Forward confidently
that, in tho progressive stages of our dovelonzent as a Hation, it will
bo found takine its full ohaxe of rosponsidility in ite allottel field.






ADDRESS OF
REAR ADMIRAL R. R. WAESOHE, COMMARDAKT,
AT THE
GROUKD-BREAKING OEREMONIES
COAST GUABD AIR STATION
FLOYD BENNETT FIELD, NEY YORK
MARCH 20, 1937

/&



While not here in person, you may be assured
that, in spirit, the Seoretery of the Treasury,
Honorable Henry Morgemthau, Jr., is with us today, for
it was hie interest, hio farsightodness, and his appro-
ciation of the value and importance of aviation that
led to the initial negotiations for the establishment
of a Ccast Guard Aviation Station at Floyd Bonnott
Fleld, It wag with especial rogret that ko found he
conld not bo prosent upon this oscasion. As hia
roprecontative, and as Commandant of the United States
Ooast Guard, I wish to eonvey to this asseunblage the
most cordiasl greotings and best wishes of the Treasury
Dopartment and of the Oocast Guaxrd. This act of ground
breaking marks the begimning of the actual physieal
construction of what will be the most complete air
station in the Ocest Guerd organization, and what we
confidently aentioipato will be the most active
aviation unit,

The activities of the Coast OQuard sinee its
establishment in 1790 have deen associated with revenue
cuttors and Goast Guard outters, with resoues at sea and
along our ccasts by vessels and shore stations, and its
history and traditions have been built around man,
vossels, and stations, e are now entering a new era =

tho goneral application of aireraft to the duties of ths
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Coact Guard., Already deeds of heroiem of Qoast Ouard
aviators; accounte of important miesions for the well-
being and welfare of tho American pudlic carried out by
Coast Guard aireraft, and the coatridbution of Qocast
Guard avistion to the progrsss of Amarican national
1ife are dbuilding a firm foundation on which, in lator
yearas, will rost, I am confident, an inspiring pyramid
of service to tho Nation ani to humanity by Coast Guard
airoraft.

What a contrast this modern Coast Guard air station,
with all 1¢s up-to~dato facilitios, will de with tho first
efforts of the Ccast Guard to adapt airplanes to Serviee
use. Without any funds for the purpose, and with only
faith in the future of Geast Guard aviation to lend
onsouragament to the task, the Coast Guard in 1919
borrowed from the Navy some worn-out plancs and put up
improvised hangor facilitiesc at Morehead City, FNorth
Garolina, TUndor the enthusiestic direection of a number
of officors who hed received inatruction at the Haval
Alr Station at Pensacols and vho had aviation axperience
in the World War, flights wero made in ths nearbdby coastal
rogion whioh demonstrated that airoraft hod a potontial
and useful mission in the saving of lifo and property at
sea, and for transportation of injursd or seriously 411

seamen frem vessels at soa to hoapitals eshoya; 4n



addition to being an eye or vision, so %o speak, of any
group of surface eraft.

The pioneeoring spirit of the Coast Guard in
aviation and the unfaltsring purpose of the Jepvice to
progross in such field of seience and ondeavor were
roflected in tho efforts of our fiyst group of aviators,

One of them - the late lisutenant Commardor Stons - was
a pilot on the scaplare ED=4 on the firat suceessful
eroseing of the Atlantie by an airplams, and who later
in his Service career vas largely instrumsntal in the
dovelopment of many features of modern asronautics,
notadbly the catapulting of airplanes from vessels.

Although the Goast Guard had aunthority under
an Aot of Congress in 1916 to eatablish ten air stations
along our coasts, it was not until 1926 that funds were
made available to carry forward this program, the first
tuo atations boing established at Gloucester, Massachusotts,
and Cepe Moy, New Jersey. Today we have eight Coast Cuard
aviation stations along the Atlantie, Gulf and Pacifio
Coasts, with a force of 50 aviators and pilots and 45 planes,

Por almost a century end a half the Coast Guaxd has
rendered ai® %o shipping and to marinors and passengers
afloat by neans of 1ts ssagoing vessels and of the lifeboats
and surfdoats that operate from its shore otations., The
tims bss now ecme urder medern comditions whem the Coast

'
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Guard must be prepared to augment this humanitarian wori
and increase its efficlency in law enforcemont dutioes
through the use of airaraft. The advantages of aviation
in a wide variety of fields are becoming increasingly
apparent. An adequate force of planes ean be of tremen~
dous holp in the work of the Coest Guard, and thus con-
tridute to the safety of marino ccumsree and to the safatly
of commereial airplanes that fly over the water. A Coast
Guaxd plane can quickly scout over a large area of water
and locate a disabled vessel that needs assistance. Often
a yacht or power launech will break down at sea, and her
failure to return to port at the expected time will ecause
great distress of mind to the familico anmd frionds of
4those on board. A Oocast Guard plans ean find the missing
boat 80 rmoh more readily and speedily than can any number
of surface oraft.

With the great mass of marine activity amd air
ganmorse in the vieinity of New York and along the
adjacent ceast, this location hore at Floyd Beanett Field
is one of unusual otrategic valuo to the Goant Guard,

Tho officials of the City of Now York have shown a most
commandable publie spirit which we of the Joast Guard
appregiato in making this idcal site available to the
Service. Your distinguished Mayor has lont his hearty
support in tho undertaking, and the offieials of the
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Proourcment Division, which Foderal agency will now
supervise tho construction of the buildings, have
worked hand in hand@ with the Ccast Guard to assure
tho Service, the Nation, and this eommnity having
a Coast Guard air station upon this site that will
inspire pride and be roprecemtative of the moat

mofern advancemant in e¢castal air protection,
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REZARES OF
HEAR ADMIRAL R. R. WAESCHE, COMMANDANT,
AT TREASURY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON
AFRIL 15, 1937
UPON GOCASION OF FRESENTATION OF OIL PAXNPINGS
OF LISUTBNANT CHARLES M, PERROTT, U.S.CG.0., DECEASED,

TO THE COAST GUARD BY THI PROCUAEIZND DIVAISION,
TREASURY DEPARTMENT



K¥r, Gidbbona, Admiral Peoples:

1 mow that the sentimonta expressed by
Hr. Gibbons {n tribute to the memory of lLisutonant
Porrott aro shared by the entire porsomnel of the
Coast Guard,

The Qoast Guard foels fortunate in geming into
possession of these oil paintings through the good
officos of the Proourement Division under Admiyal
Paoples. Officers who wers asscciated with liou-
tonant Perrott and who bavo sgen these paintings
spoak in cempliment of the work of the extist,

Mr, Goorge Hill,

Theoo paintings are typieal of other eplendid
contributions to the Const Guard by the artiats'
branch of tho Frocurement Division in rvecording in
oil and in decorative art events in Sorvico history
frem vhich mambers of the Goast Guaxd aaim added
prido in the traditions and rocord of thoir Servioe.

The Goast Guard Acadery, whore ono of thege
paintings is to be placed, has bsen beautified and
given ths character of a shrins by a eollection of
murals, deseriptive of momorahle ovents im Coaut
Guard history, and of eervings mado possibls through
tho cooperation of the Progurement Division and the
handivork of tho skilled artists in $hat Division,

D
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I wiah at this time to make acknowledgrent
to both the Procurement Division and to the artist
who painted theso piotures the appreeiation ani the
complizents of tho Coast Guard for & service whieh
not only will racord for the future the memosy of
& Coast Ouard officer on the Homor Roll, but which
also centridutes to the welfare and prestige of

ouy Yervice.
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ADDRESS  OF
REAR ADWIBAL R, R. WAESCHE, OCMMANDANT,
AT THB
ANKUAL CORVENTION OF THE AMERICAR RED OR0SS
GASHINGTCY, D. C.
BAY 10, 1987
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On bvohelf of the United States Coass Guard, I

extend mogt cordiel greotings to thoe officers and meubers
of the Amorican Red Orasa. e of the Coast Guard salute.
this great organization, whose desds and actie stand out in
bold rolicf in sorvice to oiviligation and humanity, and to
wham our Hation turas in gratitude for service well aud
faithfully dons.

Tho United States Ocast Guoard emjoys particularly
slose tico of acseciation end cooporation with the Red Oross,
working hand in hand with its officers in tims of f£lood,
hurriosne, and storm disastor. It ie natural thst this
should be eo, for it i3 ono of the dutiee of tho Coast
Guaxd %o cave life and proporty - primarily frem the
porils of the sea - bub in time of national emergensy
thie dieciplinod, traincd, end ceasoned force of offieers
and men Join with the Red Croce in their oommon mission of
rescue end rolief, Service of this character 43 aot & new
duty for the Coast Guards In Februayy 1884, in tho flcod
of tho Ohdc River at Cinoimnati and vieinity, more than 800
peraons wore rescucd or relioved frem situations of distress.

Again in the Ohio Valley flcods of 1907, 1813, 1928, 1037, and



1936 tho Coast Guard threw its forees into tho ocomfliet,
performing whatover task there was to 4o te alleviate the
hardphips and sufforing of the stricken population,

These recurring calls for Coast Guard facilities
led tio tho establishment of a permanent policy of the Ccast
Guard to be always prepared to dispateh officors and men
and every available facility from our ships and stations
along the coast whonever word comes from tho Red Cross
that thoy are needed, The CGoast Guaerd in such emergen-
oles plageo its available resources at the disposal of the
Amorican Red Orose, responding to instructions from Red
Cxoas officers as to tho moat aeffeotive manner in which
our cooperation can bdo utilized. Thore are times when
the Red Oross tells the Coast Guard what to do, and oup
officors and nmen strive to angwer "Aye Aye, Sir" to every
request.

On Januery 19, 1937, the call for Coast Guexd
cooparation came from tho Red Oross. The Ohio River was
boginning to apread its watora over the Valley to an extent
unprecedonted in history., VWithin 24 hours a Graft of Coast
Guard mon and hoats were on their way by rail to the stricken
aerea from Coast Guard stations on the Great Lakes. And
shortly thoreafter Ccast Cuard oraft wore actively emgaged
in resene work along the Ohio River. Some ventured as far
away from the river ded as 100 miles, navigating thoir boats
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over cornfiolds, around tress and tolegraph poles. Occasion-
ally the bottam of the boats would touch fenee posts, suniten
houses, trucks, and oven the rcofs of trolley ears. But
alwvays whilo ecruising in these £loof waters, which sometimes
reached @ velosity of from 9 to 16 miles an hour, the Coast
Guard orews were on the lookout for those in distress.

The rescus work gave opportunity for the test of
resourcafulness, eourage, and ingemuity, Typical of such
cases was that of the orew of a Coast Guadd surfboat who,
while cruising away from the Jabash River in a blinding
snou storm on Janwary 8224, temperature 18 degrees, removed
18 persona from the sedond story of a fam house im lower
Illinois, soven of them being children panging from 3 to 14
years in ago. Aftar atriking several femce posts inm the
darkness, the Coast Guard orew was campelled to seek shelter
for their charges in an abandonsd fermhouss where they bduilt
a firo and coolted supper for all. After spending the night
at the farmhouse, they prepared breakfast for the unfortunates,
and then tramsported them to Mt. Vernon. while the resoucd
persons slept, the. Ooast Guard men worked throughout the night
on the engine of their motordoat. \

A% tho ond of Jamary, the Ocast Guard hay ‘:ﬁfﬁp&tchad
to the flood area from its chips apd stations on tha A.uhnm.
Gulf, and Great Lakee coaats a total of 354 bdeats of all typos,
ranging from 165-foot patrol boat to the 2d~foot motor surfboat.
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Eloven Qoest Guard airplanes, 12 yortable radio sets, and 18
large commnication tzucke - eaeh containing a cumplets radio
gtation with three radic operators, were within ths ares. To
man this equiymont thbe Cozet Guard had furaished 144 officers
and 1706 onlintod men, the largest ré.uei‘ foree in the history
of the Sarvice and carmrising almost one-fifth of the emtirs
perconual strength of the Coast Guards The network of zadio
etationa eventually comprised 344, iscluding smatour stations
oooperating with the Cozgé Guard,

This force besides transforring ncarly 60,000
rofugeas to places of safaty, affording transportatioa to
thousends of Rod Cross offieials, nurses, doctors, Governmesat
and local officials, and rolief worltors, and saving 3000 head
of livastoolk, managed to carry the maila, towsd disadbled boats
and floating buildings to aafaty, helped %o restore tolephone
and telsgraph service, aided in preventing looting; helpsd in
reotoring oity vater systems; aided in burying the dead; towed
houses and darno back to their foundationsn; carriod medieines
and food to the destitute; and cven had the forethought, when
the flood waters commenced to recede, to drain the wator from
the radiators of ‘farm tractors and from automobiles t0 prevoat
damago in the freozing weather.

And so ancther ehapter of helpfulness and achievemant
wap writton in tho history of cooperation of the Cosst Guard
with the Red Oross in meeting the ehallenge of the £1lood waters.
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ADDRESS OF
REAR ADMIRAL R. R, WAESCHE, COMMARDART,
BEFORE THE
KIWARIS CLUB, SAVARNAH, GEORGIA
JUKE 16, 1937.
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Your cordia} invitation o be present with you here
today found a hsarty response and accord with my own desires,
not only btocause it givas me the pleasurs of enjoying tho
goof fellowship of a representative group of civic, business
apﬂ commereial leaders, but to show Coxmander Klingsr, one of
our coagt Guard family mambors now residing in your midet, that
I too felt an affectionate regard for your community.

"The prestige enjoyed dy your oity in maritime affairs
and history is rocognized by all of us who deal with the problems
and aetivitics assosiated with those who go down to the sea in
ships, Just before eoming Gown here from Washington, it was
recalled to mind that your splendid port has been long iden~
tified with the operations of the Coast Guard; in faot, back
to tho early days of tho Service. The 0ld cutter FPATRICT
was one of the first ecutters to have her regular station here,
boing ccxmanded by ome of the first Coast Guerd officers to
receive & Prepidentisl commission -~ Captain James Howell -
to whom President Washington gave a commission om Kay 20, 1791,
That's back in your great, great granmdfathor's tims. From
then on to the present day, the advantages of Savannah as a
base port have been recognized, and we find the mames of the
cutters BOUTUELL, tho BAMILTON -~ named after the first Soore-
tary of the Treasury ~ and the harbor cutters DISCOVER and -
TYBEE associated with activitics of not only the (cast Ouard
but also with maritime history in this region. And coming



down to the present time, a name which I kmow 1s highly esteemed
by all of you here in Savannah - the YAMAQRAY - whioch enjoys a
long record of service in péoteoting shipping, in upholding tho
law of the Bb:itad 8tates upon the cea, and whose record of oper-
ations in the war zone during ¢he World War is a distinguished
ons,

As you undoubtedly know, my life's work has been
dovoted to the Service of whieh I have the honor to head. The
history and activities of the Coast Guard are commonplace t0
me, as t0 all of our other officers, and it is diffioult for
me, in my growing up with the Coast Guard, to get eway frem
the foeling that 1t is presumptious to tell others scmething
of our higtory and duties., Yet, I am going to prosuwe that
the Ocast Guard is not as well kuown as it should be, and as
thore is no subjeot on whioch I can epeak with greater knowle
edgo, I am taking edvantage of tho liberty acocorded me when
extending your cordial invitation, to speak at random on some
of the high spots ~ old hiatory and current aotivities - of
this Serviee.

Tho origin of the Coast Guard goes back to August 4,
1790, and we viow with pride the faet that President Washington
and Seoretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamiltor gave their time,
thought, and study to its formation and organization., In three
more years we will celebrate our 150th anniversary -~ a Service
nearly as old es our Ropudblio itself, and being the Nation's
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first seagoing armed forco charged with the enforoement on
the seas of the laws of the Kew Republic and with safoguard-
ing the interests of our infant merohant marine. Its
officers wore commissioned dy the President end throughout
the early hiatory of our Wation, the Rovemue Harine, the
bapgic orzanization of our present-day Sorvice was kept
constantly busy suppressing smugzling, piracy, and other
vioclations of law on tho seas and serving with the Kazy

in dofense of country in timo of war,

It was but natural that the emall revenue cutters,
patrolling our ecasts, were froquently called upon %o assist
vessels in distress, and it soon bacame an established custom
for vessels in trouble to look to outters for aid. So,
early in the hia'qory of the Kation, the three-fold duty of
our Bervice was concoived and established, namely, to asaist
and to protect life and property endi to enforce all Federal
laws on the geas ’and always be prepared for defense of country
in time of var, These dutios aro inter-related and con-
eurrently porformed.

With many merchant vessels, square riggers and
schooners plying our seas, and with the science of navigation
but orudely developsd, disasters through strandings on our
ecast wore not infrequent, and so about 1848 a 1ife-saving
station was established near the entraneceo to New York Harbor
as a part of the Revenue Outter Sorvice. Other such stations
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were established from time to time at various coastal points
and finally in 1878 Oongress separated the two branchos of
tho Bervice and established the life-Saving Service. The
two were again united by Aot of Congress in 1916, the Quties
of the two branches reaffirmod and the Service made a part of
the military forces of the United States by statute.

The milisary funotion of the Coast Guard was clearly
and definitely set forth, however, as far back as 1797, as
may be gained from the following extract from the Act of
Oongress approved July 1, 1797: “The President of the United
States 1s authorized to inorcase the strength of the saveral
revenus gutters and cause said cuttors to be employed to do-
fond the sea ccant and to repeal any hostility to their
vessels and commorce within their jurisiiction.” The Coast
Guard has partioipated with honor in all wars in whieh the
Fation has been engaged. In time of peace we serve under
the Treasury Department, but in time of war or nationsl
emergenoy, the Service asutomatically operates as a part of
the Havy., During the World War, it is interesting to point
out, I believe, that the largest individusl loss suffered by
the United States naval forces, with the oxeaption of the
myaterious loss of the OYCLOP3, was the sinking of the Coast
Guard cuttor TAMPA by an enemy submarine off the coast of
England with tho loes of 116 offiocers and men, Hothing
can be more conclusive of the professional ability of Goast
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Guard officers and of the confidence that the Navy Depart-
went imposed in them than tho faoct that of the 138 commis~
eionsd line officers of the Coast Guard, 24 commanded
combatant ships of the Navy operating in the war gonme in
European waters; five coxmanded comdatant ships attached
to tho Amorican Patrol Detaschment in the Caribbean Seaj
and 23 commanded combatent shipe attached to paval
distriots. Five Coast Guard officers aommanded large
training ceamps. Six officers performed aviation duty,
two of them boing in command of important air stations,
ons of these in France, Officers not assigned to ocom-
mand served in practically every phase of naval aotivity,
on transports, on oruisers, ocutters, patrol boats, in naval
districts, as inspesctora, at training cemps, and were of the
utmoat value to tho Navy in that they required no training
and wore possessed of pi'oteaatoml ability and wide exper~
ience that inmediately drought them to the fromt.

The armed force of the United States at sea are
the United States Havy (of whioh the Marine Corps is a
part) and the United States Comst Guard, In addition,
our sea power is reflected in tho American merchant
marine, whose importance to the neational welfare in peace
and in war cen not posaibly be oversmphasized. Nuch 1is
said of the mesd for, and tho usefulmness of our military
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forees afloat and ashore in ¢tims of war, but not enough is
said of their valus to tho country 4in time of peace., For-
tunately, peace is the normal usual condition, dut it is a
pity that the people do not fully understand what an asset
the armed forcas are to tho country in time of peace, A
ship, albeit she carries guns, is a moat usscful egenocy in
peage, with unlimited opportunities for rendering eervice.
Ko maritime nation in hiatory of the world has ever had too
many ships in war or in peace, and the libertieas of no
poople have ever been taken away or threatened by ships

or sailormen,

Everyone understands tho need for merchant ships in
time of peaco and the advantage of having as many of them
under our flag as practicable, but tho great importance of
having, in a modern war, as many mershant ships as possible
is not 80 well understood, although our experience in the
World War ehould certainly have served to drive that lesson
homp., OConversely, the need for armed vessels in ¢ime of
war is understood, bubt their value to the Nation during peace
tizes is not fully appreciated. In a Unitsd States ship,
with a dieciplined and trained orew of seamsm, not affeoted
by commsroial considerations, thero lies at hand an agency
for peaceable holpful service in a groat variety of ways -
in resaus work, in carrying aid to distressed cormunities,
in furnishing protection to our citizens in different parts



of the world, in surveying and exploring expeditions, in
vicits of good will, and in many other ways. All this is
poculiarly well 1llustrated by the work of the Ocast Guard
in time of peace.

The Hation is at last being aroused to a point of
seamindednoss, and you are aware of the recent Acts of
Oongress and tho recent message of our President to upduild
our merehant marine., And the Coast Guard, whose duties go
hand in hand with tho marine aotivities of the Nation chall
be propared to essume its share of rosponsibilities in the
advancement of the intorests of our merchant marine. It
may be that this Service is in a position toc help solve
the problem of training merchant seamen for their peace-time
and war-timo duties. The Coast Guard trains its own men %o
be good lifeboatmen and sailormen for carrying out ite peace-
¢timo mission, and simultaneously trains them for vwar-time
gorvice with the Navy. A somowhat similar training, I
understand, is desired for the merchant seaman and fireman.
On one side the Coast Guard rudbs elbows with the Navy anmd
on the other side with the msrchant marine. It is ina
position to be the knot that ties the two together., In
timo of poace the Comst Guard and the merchant marine must
thoroughly understand each other and both become a part of
the Navy in $ime Of war.



The peace~%tims duties of the Coast Guard run the
range of a great variety of services, exztending to all parts
of tho coasts, our borders, Alacka, and our insular poss¢ss-
ions, involving the use of veasels, boata, airoraft, emd
motorized equipment ashore. A few of the more important
fields of sctivity may be mentioned: You know of the
International Ice Patrol maintained by the Service against
the iceberg peril in the North itlentic each year, warning
shipping of the limits of the ice fields, the location of
iceborgs, advising them the routes to follow, and inoidentally
carrying on seientific atudies dearing upon the ocean currents
and the drift of icochergs. That international service, whioh
the Coast Quard haa conducted for many years with a record of
no loss of 1life by reason of collision with an iceberg in the
area patrolled, was discontinued only a feow days ego for ths
geason of 1937; it started during tho first part of February,
throe vossels boing asaigned to the mission. The Bering
Sea Patrol is now being conducted, our vesecls protaeocting
the seal, halibut, and other fisheries in Alaska, rendering
assistance to marine commerce, medical aid to Alagkan natives,
and carrying law and order into that remote region. The
Coast Guard patrols marine parades and regattas in the inter-
et of safety to life, the patrol of the Yale~Harvard Rogatta,
the Poughkeepsie Races, and the Internmational Yacht Racos off
Hewport this summer being tasks which arc now receiving our
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attention; our captains of the port see to it thet Federal
rules and regulations governinz the anchorage and movements
of vessels are complied with; dereliets and other menaces
%0 navigation are removed from the steamship lanes; thousands
of vossels are boarded for enforcement of the navigation and
other maritime laws; a eonstant fight is carried on against
the smmggling of naycotics, alcohol, and other contraband
goode; to save life and property from tho sea thers is an
unending battle with storm and surf; and our forees are
always prepered to rescus the unfortunate in flocod and
burricane, ‘The Coast Guard in the recent Ohio-Missiseippi
Valley Flood dispatched to the aid orv the strickon aress a
relief force of nearly 2000 officers and men, and 354 ves-
aels and boats,

As you undoubtedly are sware, the President on
lMay 85, 1937, approved an Aot of Oongress to authorize the
eatablishment of a Coast Guard station at or mear Tybee
Island, as a result of the study given $to tho proposal by
the CGoast Guard and the favorable racommsniations of the
Treasury Dapartuent and of the Conmitteas of Congress in
ocharge. This Aot is the euoceessful culmination of repre-
sentations which wera made as early as 1918 for a Qoast
Guard station i{n this locality. The nead of such a Coast
Guard unit here is recognized, the nearest exiasting stations
being thooe at 8t, Simon Island, about 60 miles to the aouth-
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ward, and only rocontly placed in commission, and the
Sullivans Island Station, South Carolina, approximatoly

65 miles to the northward of hers. A station here should
prove a valuwable link in the cordon of atations along the
goagts of the United Sta%es. While primarily for the pro-
taction of life and property from ths perils of the sea,

they are of great cervice in carrying on theo lew enforccmsnt
duties of the Qcast Guard, and they serve readily, ¢co, as
military cutposts or pickets, in eage of national eomergency.
Their adaptability ae such was conclusively proved in the
Spanish-American and World Wars,. The cost of constructing
and equipping e station at Tybes Ioland is estimated arcund
two hundred8 thousand dollars, contemplating a complete modera
station plant, with self-dailing, celf-righting motor life-
boata and surfdoato, redio and telophonic contacts with othor
Service units, dreeches buoy apparatus and other lifesaving
gear, and motorized equipment for rushing facilitios to points
along the adjacent coastal erea, Tho men at Coast Guard ota-
tions on shore look with pride upon the lonz racord of heroic
rosoues that have beon made in that dranch of the Sorvice in
Toscuing human 1ives from ships that wers pounding to pleces
from the fury of the storm, Individual initiative and
gourage aro two important requisitcoc in thoe profeseion of
life~eaving, and tho display of these qualitics by membars

of the Coast Guard is taken as 8 matter of course, Indead,

no xan laoking resourcefulness and nerve can long remain in
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the Service, whose business carries with i% so much of the
elemont of personal hagard. These mon at the Coest Guard
stations, who are always ready to risk their lives in
battling the elementa and who patrol the lonely stretohes
of thoe coast at night or in thick weather $0 warn off ves-
sols that seem to be approaching danger, have a eingular
and appealing simplicity of character. Thoy are possessed
with tho desire to bs of aervice to all in the community in
oeven the most trivial matters.

I do hope that the ultimate comstruction of a eta-
tion hero at Tybee Island will mot long be dolayed, but that
is a matter which 1s boyond the condrol of the Coast Guaxd,
as you probably appreuiaté. being subject to the appropria-
tion of funds by the Congress. The Seeretary of the Treasury
now has authority to place here at Tydee Island e Coasat Guard
station, and when funds are appropriated for its aeonatruction,
equipment and operation, the Coast Guard may be deponded upon
to lend its full energy in making it a reprssentative unit of
the 8ervico and a oredit to this cosstal region., It will
mean an additional link in the chain of association botwsen
the Coast Guard and Savannah extending daok to tho early days
of cur Hation, It will afford also this rezion an opportunity
to witness at firat hand the activitics of a Coast Guard sta-
tion and to feel 1ts protective influence over marine aotivie
ties along this coastal area.
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N I.know that. there 15 a feeling of regret in this
commnity over the transfer shortly of the old outier
YAMACRAYW to ¢he innoctive 1list of 00&5@ Cuard vescele. Any
ocuster wvhioh has soerved on one station for as long es has
the YAMAORAY - from 1909 to dats - must find an affectionate
rogard among the umaritime and oivic intereets here. The
YAMACRAY has rondored yooman's service throughout hor his-
tory - she hes sorved the Ration in peace and in war - giving

bhonor and distinction to hor name, to the port where she has

served, and to the Sorvice whose ensign she flies. She
staprted upon hor oarger in 1908 with the blessings of God-
spaed upon her career i:y a young lady of Savannah, being
chrietoned by ties Tildeman, I feel confident that the
YAMACRAY hee lived up to the high ezpectations of her
8ponsor.

The YAMACRAW is one of the oldest vesgels in
service, and the cost of reconditioning heor would not de
cormensurate with her future utilization and asdaptadility
for Oocast Guard nesds. The usuval procedure in the case of
Coast Cuard vescels conlemned for further Coast Guard use is
to offer them for tranafor to any other Govermment agency
which might put her to advantageous use, and failing this,
to offor her to tho higheast bidder at public suction or by
sealed dids, aftor advartising.

Yo are planning to dbring here to Savannah -~ gbous
September let -~ a worthy suocesasor to the YAMACRAW ~ the
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Goast Guard cutter TALLAPOOSA now on duty in Alagkan waters,
The TALLAPOOSA ie an oil-burning vesseol; egho was roconditioned
only about five years ago, and the fact that she has been per-
forming sexrvieo in Alaskan waters 1s indicative of hor worthi-
ness t0 carry on efficiontly tho duties which the YAMACRAW is
about to relinguish on this station. A coincident in this
connection is the fact that the sistor ship of the YAMACRAW -
the 0ld TAEOMA -~ was asaigned to duty in tho vaters from whieh
the YAMACRAY's successor is to come, Tho TAHOMA, buils in
the soms ehipywrd as was the YAMAORAW at Camien, N. J., had
to procased to Alaskan waters after hor construction via the
Suvez Oanal and Indian O¢ean, the Panama Canal not having yot
boen construotod, BS1x years later the TAHOMA struck an un-
charted reef off Alaska and sunk, fortunatoly without the
loss of any life.

In oconclucion I wish you to know that ths Coast
Guard appreciateos the public-spiritedness and cooperation
whioch it has received from the marine and eivic interests
hore at Savannah. This station -~ the port of Savannah -
15 ono on whioh our officers and mon regard as desiradle
to serves And may T say that the Ceast Guard, esoncerning
whieh I have endeavered to give you Guring these few minutes
gome idea of 1ts history and work - shall always endeavor to
render a public service to tho people and marine intereats in
thia region which will bs worthy of your oetoem and which will
sorve to advance the many 1nterasté which we have in scmmon,

By P e d
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I propose a toast to a Service which
we - all Americans - think of in the same feeling
of profound admiration and reversnce as we 4o of
our Country; a Servics whose illustrious record
in peace and in war has served to inspire petriot-
fsm and to sdvance our national welfare; whose high
atandards serve as a guide $o the Coast Guard; a
8ervice vhich has nade richer and more glorious
the traditions of our Country, and with whose
officers aend men ws of tho Coast Guard enjoy a
warm attachmont and intersste in cormon - =

OUR RAVY!

(A toast given by Rear Admiral R. R. Uaesche,
Cozmandant, Coast Guard, at a testimonial dinner
June 17, 1937, given for a naval officer.)
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I% is an unusual privilege to have the opportunity
ao presented in this nation-wido broadeast over the Rational
Broadcasting Network to speak & fow words to such a great
Amoriean aufiience in tribute to the Coast Guard on its ome
hundred and forty-soventh birthday, when every officer and
man of our Service yauses in his dally work to reflect
upon a record of public service going back to the early
days of our Bepudblic.

s £ird in the Coast Guard of today a fulfill-
mont of the judgment end the wise counsel of Fresident
Washington and of Alexander Hamilton who in 1790 set
forth the nead to the Congress for the ereation of a
national coestal patrol forco, with military discipline
and organization, to enforee onp the seas the laws of
the new Republie and to ssfeguard the interests of our
then infant morshent marine, It was by the Aot of
August 4, 1780, that Congress provided for the first
ten Coast Guard outters. Thoy wore then known es
Rovenue Cutters, and tho Service as the Revemus Narine,
later being called the Revenus Cutter Sexrvice, Its
officers wore oommiseioned by tho Prosident, and it is
of interast to montion that tho firat sommission issued

by President VWashington to an officer afloat was that
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given to Hopley Yeaton of New Hampshire, on Mareh 21, 1791,
as a captain of & outter. Throughout tho early history of
our Nation, tho Revenue Marire was kept ecomstantly buay
supprescing emugsling, piracy, and otker violastions of law
on the seas, and gerving with the Favy in defensze of
country in time of war,

It was but natural that the small revenue cutters,
patrolling our ecasts, were froquently ealled upon to
asaiast vessels in distress and it scon became an estad-
1ished cuatiom for vessels in trouble to look to cutters
for ald. 80, early in the history of our Nation, the
throe~fold duty of our Service vas establighed, namely,
to asoist end to protect life and property and 'to
enforee all FPederal laws on the seas, and to be always
prepared for dofonse of country in time of war. These
duties are interrelated and conourrently performed.

With many morchant vessels, square rigeors, and
sohooners plying our geas in the early days, and with the
soienso of navigation but orudely developed, disasters
through atrandings on our scast were not infrequent, and
tho need arogse for a national system of nre-savins'ota-
tions on shore paralleling the resecus work carried on by
the cutters at sea. The first of these stations was
established about 1848 near the entrance to Hew York
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Harbor as a part of tho Revemus-Cutter Sexrvice. Other
such shore stations were ostablished from time to time
at different coastal points. Thelir rapid oxtension
along the cocast finally led to the aestablishmont of the
United States life-~-Saving Service in 1878 as an inde-
pendent organisgation. However, the Revenua-Cuttor
Service and life-Saving Scervice were again united by
Aot of Congress in 1915 under the single name of United
8tates Coast Guard, whioch, by law, wes rade to constitute
a part of the military foroes of the United States,

The Comst Guard enjoys the distinction and honoy
of an illustrious racord both in peace and in war, Its
woll-trained and diseiplined forces, versed in the mili-
tary arts and adapted for promptly mseting emergoncioes
both on land and on asa, have participated in all major
wars in which the United States has been engaged.

During the World War, still fresh in our memory, the
largeat cinglo loss suffered by our naval forass, with
the oxception of the unknown fate of the CYOLUFS, was
thoe oinking of the Coast Guard Cutter TAMPA in the war
sone by an onemy submarine with a loss of 115 officors

and men.



Throughout the years since 1780 ths Coast Guard
has ostablished traditions, high standards, and e deep
gonse of duty that have sustained the will and capaocity
of the Service to carry out loyally and efficiently its
regular duties and those emorgency tasks and missions
which are continually falling to its lot.

Time will not permit me to give axsmples of duty
woll done - whathor guarding the North Atlantic sea lanss
from the tienace of iceberge, protecting seal, halidbut and
other fishories in Alapka, atubbornly fighting the smug-
gling of narcotics, aloohol and other goods, dattling
atorm and surf to save lives, boarding thousands of
vessels for enforcoment of navigation and other mari-
tims laws, rescuing tho unfortunate in flood and
hurricane -~ or performing valorous aots in time of war,

It is no wonder, therefore, that the Coast Guard
forse of approximately 10,000 officers and menm - trained
to protect and cafeguard lives and property on the sea in
times of peace and simultancously trainmed for Navy duty ia
timo of emersenoy - is recognized as outstanding in the
field of seamanship and kmowledge of the sea and that
morehant vessels turn to this Sexrvice in tims of troubdlas.



And so there 18 0lose association between the Coast
Guard and the merchant flaet not'only in time of psace,
dut {n time of war as well, when both serve under the
Navy Department,

Juet as tho Coast Guard in colonial days threw
ite cloak of protection over our marine asctivities,
acted as an insurance against unlawful depredations,
and made available to the Nation a woll-trained emd
organized force in time of war, today finds ths
Service similarly engaged and contriduting to the
wolfare, the well-being and progress of our sountry.

To the officers and men of the Coast Guard
stationed in the United States, Alaska, Hawaidl,

Puerto Rico and Virgin Isles, afloat and ashore,

I oxtond my moat cordial greetings and well wishes.

NMay the paseing of time only add to the pride which

you have in your Service - the Hation®s Coast Guard,
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The United States Coast Guard joins with tho people
of Roanoke Island end Forth Carolina in paying homage to
tho memory of Virginia Dare, The occasion takes on added
significance and importonce particularly because it was
hore on Roanoke Islemd, upon this historic ground, that an
outstanding woman character in American history first saw
the light of day 350 years ago. Tho Cocaat Guard itself
has been 80 closely associated with the Virginia Daro
colabrations here in recent years that it bus an especial
attachment for the activities associated with this event,
In August, 1926, the cutters PANLICO and APACHE partici-
pated, there beoing among the distinguished guests brought
hore by tho APACHE Sir Bems Howard, the British Aubassador.
In 1933, the membera of the United Statos Roanoks Golony
Commisaion, a coxmission oreated by Congress, wore trans-
ported here by the Coast Guard Cutter PAMLICO, and tho
Coast Guard vas othorwice privileged to lend its cooper-
ation i{n tho celebration. Among the distinguished membders
of Congrens who ocems hore with the Commission was its chair-
man, the late boloved Sonator Joseph T. Robinson, who wes
deaply impressed with his visit to your coxmunity.

The spirit bohind thias cclebration of the 350th
anniversary ropresents those finexr inatinots of our
civilization - a epirit of memory amd tribute which
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rises above the material things in life. It is one of
those spiritual attridutes which duilds e firm foundation
for our national life, and which I am confident bringe
with it a pride in boing & resident of this looality and
of this State. If we were loaths to forgot the great
historie events of the past ~ s0 intimately woven into the
thread of our devolopment as a Ration ~ I feel it would
wean that instead of prograss, inatead of clevation of
our national life, our trend would be daakward.

It i for that aeme reason that teday tho United
States Coast Guard is celebrating its 147th anniversary,
anq the entire Sexvico appreciates the aotion of your
Committee in getting aside this day aa Goast Guard Day,
In thic gathering hexe are msmbers of the United States
Coant Guard and friends of the Sorvice - a term which I
feel applias to all North Carolinians from my own knowl-
edgo of your sentiments in this State and of my happy
assosiation with your Reprosentatives in congﬁaaa and
other oitizens I have mest. Koot of you kmow, I believe,
that the Coast Guard®s history is one which we in the
8ervice have a just reason to look upon with grazst pride,
as you do hore upon tho history of Roanoke Island, the
birthplace of Bnglioh-speaking oivilization in tho United
Statoa. The origin of the Coast Guard found its source
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in the minds of President Vashington and Aloxander Hemilton,
and their recommendations for the ercation of an armed
maritime force to safoguard the interests of our reovenus
and of our infant merchant marine wore ecarried into effect
by Congress in the Act of Auguat &, 1780, which ereated
tho Coast Guard, thon known as the Revenue Marine, The
8orvice was from the first, end still is, charged with

tho protection of the cuatoms, that is, the prevention of
enuggling from the sea of aloohol, marcotics, and other
contraband. In carrying on thoir law onforccment work

at gea, it was but natural that the outters chould be
called upon to render assictance to vessols in distress,
partioularly in the 0ld days whon the soienco of naviga-
tion had not reached tho high atate of developmont and
pnteoﬂon as at prosont. This situation led to the
rocognition of tho then Rovenus larine - later known as
the Rovenuo=-Cutter Service - as tho Nation's humanitarian
and asoistange agency upon the sea in addition to being
tho Nation's law onforoewsnt sorvice upon our cseacoast and
navigabls waters. And preparcdness foy national defonse
has bdeen a watobword with tho Servico since its establishe

ment,



Cne of tho branmohes of the Coast Guard so olosaly
linked with both the cactivities and history of Horth Caro-
lina is that of the Coast Guard life-Saving stationn whioh
are 60 well represented aleng tho Horth Carolina Ooast,
The first Fedeoral Life~-Saving stations wore ostablished
along the New York Ccast as a part of the Rovenue Cutter
Service in 184B. As a need arose for eoordinated resoue
work on the goast paralleling that carried on by tho
eutters at sea, other such shore stations were gstabdlished
from time to time at different ccastal points. As in the
present day, co back in the 1870's a larze portion of the
Bation's maritims commerae passed ¢lose by ths coast of
North Carolima, and in 1873 Acts of Oongress aunthorized
the construetion of the firat group of Life~Saving sta-
tions along the Rorth Qurolina Coast. These stations
wore at Nuge Head, Orogon Inlet, Caffeys Inlet, Ohipam-
eomiao, Currituck Beach, Kitty Hawk, and Littlo Kinnakeet.
In 1878, Congresc made provisions for Life-Saving otutions
at Pennys Hill, Paul Gamiels Hill, Poa Islend, Gull sSheal,
Big Kinnakeot, Creeds Hill, Durants, Eill Devil Hills,
Bodie Ieland, Ospe Lookout, and Cape Pear, cnd in 1888
for tho atations at Capo Hattorss, Hatteras Inlet and
Ocracoko., In 1886 and 18883 authority was given for
the stations at Fort Macon, Oak Ialand, Portsmouth, and

Core Bank, I mention these names because cash ons of

o



them 15 so prominently identified in the mirds of mariners
and inhadbitants along this soction of the coast. They
have meant service and helpfulness {n tims of peril and
disaster, and their work has been co £requently marked by
self-saorifics and heroism. Such exampleos aa tho eourage-
ous agtion of the orew of the Chicamaconmico Station during
t:lxo V¥iorld Var in reacuing the 36 survivors of the erew of
the British tank steamsr IIRLO, earrying on the work of
reseus in a sea ablaze with oil from the torpedoed MIRLOj
of tho saving of 489 mon in December, 1937, from the
wrocked stcamors CIBAO and PARAGUAY in a reging storm

are incidents frosh in our memories in the'lons 1list of
herole deeds performed by the Coast Guerdemen along the
Rorth Carolina Coest,

Modorn facilities in the way of radio, telephone,
motorized equipment, speedier and larger doats, and other
improvements, in addition to asplendid hishways along the
coast, are being roflected in the prosent-day activities
and organization of the Coast Guard, Some of tho stations
established along the Horth Carolina Coast in the 1800's
are now in a difforent situation in the light of present-
day roquirements and advancements in comparison with those
exiagting at the time of their comstruction., Recontly

}
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arrangeronts wore made for a numbder of comgolidations and
eliminations of Coast Guard stations not only along this
section of the coast but in othor regiona, Some of the
etations which I Just mentioned by mame are affeoted by
this reorganization, and I can fully understand and appre-
clato tho sentimonte of the inhabitants in their imme-
diate vicinity in seeing thom placed out of cormission
or made to sorve as an auxiliary to an edjoining station.
Howovor, the Coast Guard can not stand still and must
improve ito means of ocarrying on its duties in the moat
officient and offective manner, availing itself of all
useful developments in industry and soience in the: im-
ploments ussd by the Coast Guard, And, ae a resuld,
there will follow, I am aonfident, a better and more
efficient Coast Guard, I would like to see each station
in commission exbody in its equipmont tho most advanced
means for rendoring assistance to marine eommerce, and
the crews afforded avery modern living faollity for their
welfare and contontment. The Coast Guard would not de
Justifiod in carrying out such a program of modernization
and enlargement at any station which may have been of
great usofulnosa in its particular loocality many years
ago dbut vhioch today finds itself soerving simply as a
reminder of tho need which has passed.

. =fw



The Coast Guard is solicitous that the goast of
North Oarlina is afforded every protesction and service
within our means. Ono of the great medorn agencies for
life-caving, for law enforcemont work, and for carrying
forward the work of the Coast Guard is that of airoraft,
Thers is at the present tims no Coast Guard air ststion
boetweon Cape May, N. J., and Charleston, S, 0., and
rocognizing the need for suoh service elong this section,
Wo are planning to establish a representative Coast Guard
air station not far from here at Elizabeth City. It may
be some time yet defore funds will beocoms availedle for
such projest, dbut it is our purpose and our desire to
place thia air atation {n operation as soon as possible,
thus having sorvice airoraft join hands with the Coast
Guard Life~-Saving otations and with Coast Guard vessels
along the North Oarolina coast in garrying forward the
work of the Service.

Teday, in plamning for the future, we cannot help
but reflect upon the past, partioularly upon this anniver-
sary occasion. Theo Ooast Guard embraces the traditions
of two sorvices - the old Bavenue-Cutter Service and the
former Life-Saving Service -~ which while they oxisted as
such contriduted many 1llustrious pages to our national
history and development. Tho firat Life-Saving stations

-?.
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were oporated in conjunction with the Revenus Qutter Service,
but in 1878 Congross provided for the organization of the
life-Saving Sexrvice as an indepondant organizaetion. How-
evar, the Revenus-Qutter Sarvice and the mi‘e-saving

S8arvice wore again united by Aot of Congress in 1915

under the single name of United States Ooast Guand,

which by law was made to constitute a part of the

nmilitary forcas of the United States, thus qomdbining

these two historic services into omo compact effieciont
organization.

A recital of the history of the Ooast Guard can
not of course bo reocited in a few houra or aven in days -
it is a daily runnirg sccount of a major phase of the
aativitiens of tho United States Government since 1790,
and 1% may be stated that thoy aro activitios orowded
with heroiom, courage, dovotion to duty, and often self-
saorifice. Throughout war end peaee, the Cosst Guard heas
acoreditod i1tself with honor and distinction.

The fundemontal duties of the Service in this day -
147 years after its eatablishment - are gensrelly similar $o
those which governmed its origin - that of lew enforcement
upon the navigable and goastal waters of the United States,
of rondering asaistance to life and property in peril, and
of being constantly prepared to fight in dofense of the



Hation. Tho passage of time has witnesced the strong arm
of the Servico suppressing smugsling, pirecy, mutinies,
the slave trade, and other forms of unlawful activities
assooiatad with various periods in tho Nation's history;
The haroic rescues of orows of early clippers stranded or
ocaught in the tempest; and the resort to cutlass and rus-
kot againat the foe in defonmse of American #ights, And
80 on, through timo, with changing inatrumentalities and
conditions, the Coast Guard has carried on, always imbued

. with the traditions of those officers and men who in the

yoears bdefore thom have seen to it that the honoradle
rogord of tho corpe was trancferred unblemiohed to the

succoeding genoration,
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A CONTRIBUTION TO THE GRADUATION WUMBER OF THE FORETOP
Uo S, QOAST GUARD ACADETY
NEW IONDON, QONMECTIOUT
SEPTEUBER, 193%7.
BY REAR AIRIIRAL R. R, WAESQHE, COMMANDART
Ue 8. COAST GUARD

"RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF SUBORDINATES"




The unsettled condiitions throughout the world today
are duo largely %o lack of respect for the rights of sub-
oxdinates, whethor they be subordinates in authority or
subordinates in power. This form of selfishness, or,
porbaps in somo eases ignoransce, applios to nations,
organizations, groups and individuals. It produces, in
its mildest form, low morale and ineffieciency, amd in this
sense, a small service, such as the Coast Guard can leara
a useful lecson., The new officer deginning his career
in tho Coast Guard ehould frequently ask himself this
question: "Am X rospecting the rights of tho enlisted
man?® And as he progresces through the ranks, he
should expand the question to; ©Am I respecting the
rights of the junior offigsers, the warrant officers
and tho enlisted men?® To answer those questions
correcatly, the officer must have a sympathetic and
intelligent understanding of the viewpoint and respon-
sibilities of his juniors and he mumt make a pronounced
effort to win and hold their confidence. Among the
important »rights possessed by a aunbordinate are eourteous
¢treatment, ocontentmsnt and justice. It is not suffiocient
that an officer bo fair to his mon, they muot know that io
is fair, Any effort spent in convineing inferioms in
authority or power that thoy are receiving justice is
well worth while for a fancied wrong will ceuse as much

Eo
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rosentmont as & real wrong, Aboard ehip, where officers
and men live in oloas proximity for days at e timo, the
nogessity for careful observance of the rights of those
that go to make up tha ship's houschold is all the more
pronounced. It 15 tho only home that many men have.
It 1a, thereforo, incumbent that tho rights of all
porsonnel on board be obeorved to produce a happy,
efficient, wall-disciplined ship. Discipline io
ecsential, but 1% must bo diseipline that flown from
Justice and sonsideration and not from fear or favor.

The eonfused etete in which our merchant mavino
finde iteslf today is duo largely to lack of diseiplirne
and understanding, end has resulted, primarily, fram a
lack of respect for the rights of the subordinate group.

Tho greater the control or power ovor subordi-
nates, tho greater the repponsidility to see that
rights are respeated. This is particularly trus in
the Coast Guard which exoroises military control over
its porsomnsl and to but slightly locser degraec on any
ship whore the degree of control and ths opportunity
for grave injury 1s groator than on shore.

B 530 8K
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When the invitation was extended to me to ocome
here to Lynchburg today, my acceptance was governed not
only by the pleasure of meeting with the Rotarians here,
but by an apprreciation of the reprosentative charescter of
your organization and a olose assoclation with a qeotion
of your native State. It is needless to comment upon the
beautiful natural scenery of the State of Virginia, and
those of you who have not flown over it by airplane have
still a treat in store for you. Uiy owvn homs, before 1
entered the Coast Guard thirty-three yeara ago, was in
the Blue Ridgo Mountain country of Maryland vhich is not
unliko tho sotting here, Two of my sons attonded the
Masesanutten Military Academy, end ong of them attended
the University of Virginia defore entering the United
Statos Coast Guard Academy. 8o it is readily under-
steod why I feel at home among you Virginians.

I am going ¢to speak briefly on the only subjeoct
with which I am thoroughly femiliar - the Coast Guard,
Along the coast, the Ooaat Guard is well known by the
oitizons aotually seeing our units at work and reading
froqnentipr%aa items of Service activities, but as you
g0 further inland, a knowledge and appreciation of the
Coast Guard is found only in a limited degree. It may

be interesting to scuie of you to know that the Coast



Guard was ostablishod in 1790, shortly after tho Conti-
nental Navy had been disbanded, apd it was then the Ration's
only armed force ffloat, oharged with enforcing Federal law
along the coast, protection of our infant merechant marine,
and otherwise protecting the interests of tho United States
upon the sea. In tho 0ld days our vessels were kmown as
rovenue cutters, and the first commission issued dy Presi-
dont Weshington to an officer afloat was that given to
Hopley Yeaton of New Hampshire, on March 21, 1791, as a
ecaptain of a revenue custter. The Cocast Guard in its
early history, as todey, had a military organiszation and
militery disoipline. These were necessary for the loyal,
efficient and effective prosecution of its reguler law
enforecment duties, constont readiness for service with
tho Favy in national defense, and for meeting emergencies
inocident to shipwreck and national disastera.

The revenue outteors were constantly patrollingz:
the coast in our early history supprossing piracy, smuggling,
and other unlawful activities, In the early part of the 19th
contury the cutters LOUISIANA and ALABAMA became famous for
their fights with freehootors, particularly with the notorious
pirate Jean LaFitte. When the frigate OONSTITUTION was the
pride of our Ravy - ono or more cutters ususlly accompanied

hor on her oruises to the Weat Indies in searech of French
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privateors. These outtors constituted both the strong arm
and proteotive agency of ths Federal Governmsnt upon the
sea, for when vessels needed help - and in the old days of
merchant vessels, square rigsgers and schooners, such calls
wore frequont - it was but netural thot they would turn to
ths revonue cuttors for assiatance, S0 there originated
from this early f£ield of Sorvice aotivity the three gen-
eral functions of the Coast Guard today, that of law
enforcomant upon the sca and navigadble wators, of assiet-
ance t0 marine ecommexrse, in time of disaster, and of pre-~
paredness for defense of country in time of war,

Many of you have seen Coest Guerd stations along
the coast -~ many of which are located along the Virginmia
ehore line - and from my reference to the revenue cutters,
you are no doubt wondering hué: they cams into the Ocast
Guard organization, In tho early 19th century, whon ships
depended largely upon sail powsr, when theore wes no thought
of radio, direction findars and gyro ocompasses, and only a
limited number of eids to mavigation, strandings on the
ccacst were of frequent ooourrence, Assiatance could not
alone de renderad by the reovenue cutters from the sea, but
it was necessary also that rescue operations be conducted
from the ehore in such emergencies. This gave rise to the
nead for a national syectem of life-scavinz stations along

our eoast, the first of whioh was plased in service near
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New York Harbor in 1848, as an auxiliary o the revemue
cutter soervice. Other euch shore stations were estad-
1ished from time to time at different coastel points, and
their rapid extension finally led to the establishment of
the United States Life~Saving Service in 1878 as an inde-
pendent organization, The law enforcement dutios of the
rovenue cutters kept them constantly at cea and readily
availablo for rescue missions, and when the easualty
ocourred along the beach, thoy joined hand in hand with
the Life-Saving s%ations in rendoring aid, In the in-
tersat of ocordination and ceonomical aiminiatrationm,
Oongross by the Act of January 28, 1915, merged the Lifo-
Saving Sexrvice and the Revenue-Cutter Service into one
single organization - tho United States Coast Cuard -
which, by this same Act, was made to ccmstitute a part

of the military forces of the Nation, oporating undeyr

the Treasury Department in time of peace and as a part

of the Navy in time of war or whenever the President
shall so direct. 5o that today, at almoat overy harbor
or inlet along tho ocaste of the Atlantie, Gulf, Pacific
and Oreat Lakes there is one or more Coast Guard stetions,
outtera, or patrol boats - marine police and inspection
units - ready to enforce tho law or to give advico and
agsiatance of any kind to mariners.
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The Coast Guard h‘aa partiocipated with honor and
distinotion in every war in which this Country bas deen
engaged, and ite record in time of peace is one of great
publie service anf accomplishment. Congrecsioral medals
of honor were presented to the officers of the Revenue
Cutter HUDSCN for the part they took in the dattle of
QOardonas, Cuba., Coast Guard vessele aerved at the
Battle of Manila Bay, in Ouban watera and along our
coast. During the World War, Ocast Guerd forces served
in practically every sphere of naval activity, doth at
home and in the Eurcpean war zone, and 1% is of intereat
to montion that tho largest single loss suffersd dy our
naval forces, with the exception of the unknown fate of
the OYOLOPS, was the sinking of the Coast Guard Cutter
TAMPA in tho war gome by an enemy submarine with the loss
of 115 officers and mon, These two inoidents {n war
oporations are mentioned to illustrate that the Coast
Guard may de found in the thick of battle and not merely
guarding our coast ae the name might imply.

Through the years sincs 1790 the Coast Guard has
entablighed traditions, high standards, and a deep sense
of duty that have sustainsd ths will and capacity of the
Service to carry out loyally and efficiently its regular
duties and thoso emergenoy tasks and missions which are
continvally falling to its lot.
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The Coast Guard in its presont-day duties is the
law enforcement agenoy of the Government upon the sea
and our navigable waters, and Congress oaly racently,
recognizing the need for vesting authority 4in the Coast
Guard to enforse Faederal laws of all mature upon our
torritorial wateors, delegated such power to the officers
of the Coast Ouard, which authority in some cases had in
earlier days baen only implied. To better underatand the
function of the Coast Guard, its operation field might be
compared to that of the police foroe ot@m maniocipalities
and 8tates which, whilo ongaeged primarily in law enforce~
ment work, act as tho public guardians and az a humanita-
rian service in time of trouble and disaster. But that
phase of our work whioh deals with aid to the ebhipwrecked
and to assistance in othor Gisasters attraots the widest
attention dbacause of its appeal to the public imegination
of valor, heroiem, and quite often self-saorifice. Coast
Guard vessels patrolling our ccast to insure lawful and
peaceful pursuits - oommercial, industrial, and pleasure -
and to guard egainst unlawful depredations, are prepared
at all times to go to tho aid of the digtrossed mariner
and to extend a holping hand to any in troudle, Lot me
refer to one such case which happoned last Merch off the
Horth Atlantie Coast:

&o



The Goast Guard Cutteor QHEIAN, in company with a
Coast Cuard patrol doat, was engaged in trailling a foreign
"rum” vessel to thwart any attempt at landing the contraband
i{nto the United States. At 7:30 in the ovening an S0S came
through the air from the Norwegian steamship BJERKLI which
gave her position adbout 600 miles off ths Americen coast,
Following the time-honored tradition of the Coast Guard to
drop all other work when the call of distress comes, the
OBELAN progeeded at full speed to the reported position,
about 5C0 miles away, at the sams tims taking fraquent
radio finder dearings on the S03 calls to insure keeping
on the moat direct couras. The wind was blowing a gale
and heavy ceas wWore rumning, The Commsnding Officer of
the OHELAN roalized the value of every minute in suoh a
gtorm. He gent reassuring messages to the BJERKLI that
he was proceeding full speed to her aid. A% about nocon
the next day the CHELsN reached the BJERELI which was
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