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wherever

. AMERICA

. needs us

“ Through more than 200 years of war and peace the Al home we stop drugs, illegal migration and pollu-
' st Guard has protecled America's interests. tion. Around the world, we help emerginé nations build
:gday's global community moved the Coast Guard their own coast guards,
10 ,;e forefront of public service. Following the highest business standards, the
Our flexibility allows us to carry out economic, Coast Guard returns a tremendous amount of Ameri-
ironmental and humanitarian ca's investment.

JSmissions, while serving as an inte- This is why we are regarded as

'part of national security. the world's premier maritime service.
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POWERING TIIE

AFrom the
Coast Guard’s leader,
Admiral Robert Kramek

I am pleased to present the United States
Coast Guard's 1997 Annual Report.

The Coast Guard serves the American pub-
lic. Perhaps they are boat owners, relying on
us to respond quickly it they encounter trou-
ble on the water, or need experienced, dedi-
cated, professional lifesavers. Or perhaps it is
reassuring to know that we have inspected
and certified the safety of the tanker or eruise
ship that their friends sail aboard.

We in the Coast Guard proudly wear many
hats. Yet, we arve a small organization. In fact,
today we are doing more and providing bet-
ter service than ever with fewer people than
ever hefore.

Although the public may be most familia
with our search-and-rescue mission, our
multi-mission approach permits our efficient
organization to respond to a wide variety of
law-enforcement, marine-safety, port-security
and national-defense missions. One of our
greatest strengths is our versatility which
enables us to effectively meet challenges
whenever and wherever they arise.

We are very proud of the fact that we
return approximately 34 in benefits for every
dollar the American public invests in the
Coast Guard, Our use of new technology has
allowed us to reduce crew sizes on our newest
cutters. For example, our newest buoy ten-
ders not only work buoys but are equipped to
skim and collect il from the water’s surface
too — and they do it with fewer people!

Sound leadership principles permit us to
empower our people. And because high ethi-
cal standards are part of our culure, the pub-
lic can rest easy knowing we do the right

thing for the right reason,

Recently we streamlined to help reduce
the federal budget deficit and did soin a
manner that prevented any reduction in our
essential services. This means by the end of
1997, the Coast Guard will be saving taxpay-
ers 3400 million o year in annual operating
expenses and we'll be smaller by 4,000 peo-
ple. By the year 2002, the Coast Guard will
have saved the federal taxpavers 32,6 billion.

As a unique instrument of national security,
we provide important defense capabilities while
maintaining fulltime, peacetime missions. The
Coast Guard deters drug smuggling, interdicts
illegal migrants, enforces all U.S. laws and
treaties in the maritme region, and serves as a
vital element in the defense of the United
States and its people.

The Coast Guard is also committed to envi-
ronmental protection — through pollution
prevention, disaster response, and waterways
management. Our partnering programs pre-
vent accidents by reducing the primary cause:
human error,

As the world’s premicer maritime service,
our efforts are paving dividends as numer-
ous countries continue to seek our assistance
and expertise, especially when establishing
their own coast guards. This allows other
countries to provide the same essential ser-
vices for their citizens as the Coast Guard
provides for America.

We are working very hard to provide the
best possible service at the lowest possible
cost. Much of our success lies in the daily
commitment to the core values of honor,
respect and devotion (o duty.
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my Crew and théy wduldn tbe
here now if the Coast Guard
hadn’t been there then. They

owe them their lives.” 7

Skipper Lawrcnce Bassett
LT Ty




The Coast Guard undertakes more than 63,700 search-and-rescue missions a year. In a

typical day we save 14 lives and assist 328 people. We pull them from the water, from
cliffs, from rooftops and sinking ships. To each of the 4,380 people whose lives we save
each year, to their families, friends, communities, and to America, We:

* Patrol America’s coasts to rescue people in distress

¢ Provide cutters, aireraft and expertise to state, local and federal authorities in search-and-
rescue missions

¢ Rescue victims of natural disasters, such as floods or hurricanes; deliver food, water
and medicine to those in need

* Partner with local emergency-response teams (o provide assistance in the wake of mar-
itime accidents or disasters such as the TWA Flight 800 crash

* Improve recreational boating safety through training, standards, and safety programs.
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“We have a huge amount of territory
to cover. Time and again the Coast

Guard is there for us.”

Kent Smirl, California Fish & Game warden
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Every three minutes |weclean up/prevent spills of hazardous materials
]

The Coast Guard is one of the nation's primary protectors of the envi-
ronment. Our inspectors enforce regulations to prevent pollution. Our
response teams maonitor and clean up spills when they do occur, We:

« Work with local authorities to minimize the environmental impact of

4

' oil and hazardous-chemical spills — such as the rapid Coast Guard

| reponse which averted a 10-million-gallon fuel-oil spill when a tanker ran

-I' aground oft New Jersey
s Clean up pollutants and identify those responsible

j » Partner with industry to prevent accidents and spills through maritime-
safety training programs

‘: e Establish standards and enforee regulations that help prevent oil and

chemical spills.
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The Coast Guard works around the clock to pro-

tect the free and safe flow of commerce along Amer-

ica’s shores and major waterways — from breaking

ice on the Great Lakes, to restoring navigational

1 R SR FaEd
Mission; Commerce i markers on the Mississippi River following storms or . g o
; flooding. We: [ 2 i

i

¢ Keep commercial shipping routes open

 Maintain a space-age navigation and positioning

system to improve maritime transportation in har-
bors and harbor-approach routes

* Create safety standards and conduct inspections of

port facilities, cruise ships and commercial vessels
* Work with local boating and national shipping
organizations as well as cruise ship operators and
foreign governments to reduce the number-one

cause of maritime accidents: human error.

Lizhthause Service enters Coast Cuard

(IR
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“This is one of the payoffs
for all the hard work and
underway time we pull.”

LT Rick Sharpe, Law Enforcement Detachment 8,
after seizing 12 tons of cocaine from the fishing vessel Nataly I
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every day we keep $7 million of narcotics off America’s streets
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The Coast Guard is on the front lines of America’s National Drug Control Strategy,
accounting for about 25 percent of overall U.S. seizures of cocaine and marijuana. In an
average year, the Coast Guard keeps nearly $3 billion worth of illegal drugs worth off

¥
America's streets while disrupting deliveries of thousands more pounds of drugs. We: :
* Lead the maritime interdiction illegal drugs
e Partner with U.S. Customs as lead agency for air interdiction in drug-transit zones
* Assist with negotiations of bilateral counter-drug agreements with Caribbean neighbors
1 « Conduet intensive drug interdiction efforts such as Operation Frontier Shield.
X -
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what would evolvis into
the Coast Guard when,
n 17,
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Always There - 23



“We come 'héi'e--tddayf o fif
express our deepest
gratitude to you — the
United States Coast Guarg/-—
for heroically saving th
lives of thousand.s of C”f bal}
and Haitian rafters in ,-he |
Florida Stralts., iy

Cuban American Association /




The Hood of illegal migrants in overcrowded boats
onto America's shores is a threat to human life and a vio-
lation of U.S. laws. We:

« Constantly monitor maritime transit zones to interdict
illegal migrants

e Perform hwmanitarian services, such as caring for large
numbers of Chinese nationals transported in the cargo
hold of a ship for several months

» Save lives — as illustrated by the recent rescue of 1,100
Haitians from two sinking vessels

» Return illegal migrants to their home countries

e Train other nations to play a stronger role in discourag-

ing illegal migrants bound for the United States.

every hour we interdict illegal | migrants

Atways Theee = 27
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e I m more certam than ever that the
x Coast Guard belongs in the ... toolbox of |
. m111tary capabﬂmes ...The Coast -

- Guard’s nat1ona1 securlty functlons

' w111 evol:ve w1th the emergmg -_—'-~.,_;

requ1rements ‘of the -postCold War era

GEN Colin Powell, USA Rer_—fcrmer chairman of the JointChiefs of Staff -
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Mission; Natiopal Security . . . .. ...

ar, when directed

st Guard

by the president, the Cos
reports o the Navy, The service
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The Coast Guard plays a key role in supporting U.S. military and humanit:
efforts. From aircraft overhead 1o vessels on the seas, the Coast Guard patrols American
and international waters. We:

* Support American interests in efforts such as the Haitian intervention

* Uphold diplomatic decisions, such as protection of the 32-boat memorial Aotilla that
set out from Florida following the Brothers to the Rescue shoot-down off Cuba

* Assist scientists through the use of Coast Guard Polar-class icebreakers to help

researchers explore remote regions.




% “The whole Pt _ﬁp"(gse of closed (fishing)
areas is tq{_giﬁr’é Spawning fish a chance
to reproduce. By going/in and fishing
illegally,"fishefn%?rﬁf@re doing nothing
but hurting themsé}ves.”

1]




around the nation we protect America’s vital fish stocks

The Coast Guard ensures the future of America’s living

marine resources by enforcing fisheries regulations. We:

* Maintain open communication channels with the pub-

lic — such as the nation’s first 24-hour fishery hotline in

Boston — allowing fishermen and the public to express
concerns and report fishing violations

* Maintain a hotline for offshore oil-rig workers to report
fishing violations

* Enforce the use of turde-excluder devices in the Gulf of

Mexico — protecting the endangered sea turtle,







A big job for a small,

Smallest of the United States’ five
armed services, Coast Guard people are
diverse, multi-missioned, and stand
ready to guard America’s interests on
land, at sea or in the air.

Brought together are Coast Guard
active-duty, Reserve, Auxiliary and civil-
ian members to form Team Coast
Guard. The result is a precision unit
working each day and every minute to
provide maritime law enforcement, envi-
ronmental protection, maritime safety
and national security to America.

And when Coast Guard members pull
into a U.S. or foreign port, the work
doesn’t stop. After-hours on any given
day, they can be found renovating

orphanages or tutoring school children.

diverse team of highly-skilled people
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of the
United States
Coast Guard

Coast Guard aircraft have pri-
mary missions of search and res-
cue, law enforcement and pollu-
tion response.

There are a total of 190 air-
craft in our inventory, stationed
around the country.

HH-60 Jayhawk
» Endurance: 6 hours
e Cruising speed: 110 knots
= Inventory: 42

HH-65 Dolphin

Frequently, the Dolphin is
deployed aboard large Coast Guard
vessels to assist in search and res-
cue, law enforcement and environ-
mental missions.

e Endurance: 3.5 hours

e Cruising speed: 125 knots

e [nventory: 95

HU-25 Guardian
o Endurance: 5.75 hours
o Cruising speed: 110 knots
o Inventory: 23

HC-130

In addition to the primary mis-
sions, these long-range aircraft are
used for the International lee
Pawrol. As o result of the sinking of
the HIMS Titanic, this patrol moni-
tors icebergs in the Atlantic Ocean.
The C-130 is also used Tor trans-
porting supplics and personnel.

o Endurance: 14 hours

e Cruising speed: 200 knots
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of the United States Coast Guard

The Coast Guard classifies its vessels by size

and mission. Cutters are vessels 65 feet or

longer. Smaller vessels are boats.

Vessels with white hulls primarily conduct

search and rescues and law enforcement.

Black-hulled vessels maintain aids to naviga-

tion, such as buoys and markers.

* There are more than 1,400 boats operated

by the Coast Guard

*» The Coast Guard operates the only polar

icebreakers in the United States: the Polar

Star and Polar Sea

TYPES OF CUTTERS

Coastal Buoy Tenders
length: 133-175 feet
inventory: 11

River Buoy Tenders
length: 65-115 feet
inventory: 19

Seagoing Buoy Tenders
length: 180 feet
inventory: 25

Construction Tenders
length: 75-160 feet
inventory: 15

Harbor Tugs
length: 63 feet
inventory: 14

High Endurance Cutters
length: 378 feet
inventory: 12

Med. Endurance Cutters
length: 210-270 feet
inventory: 31

Icebreakers
length: 290-399 feet
inventory: 3

Icebreaker Tugs
length: 140 feet
inventory: 9

Patrol Boats
length: 82-110 feet
inventory: 85

Training Barque
length: 295 feet

inventory: |
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Funding history: 1997 to 1997

_ Fiscal 1997 Budget

1991 % 1902 G 1993
$3,426.6 $3,570.8 $3,649.3

With fewer people; the Coast Guard performs: the same missions: better

than ever by using technology: New: vessels use technology to automate; and

sometimes: eliminate, many: tasks. Better technology reduces downtime and

maintenance costs.
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the peace of mind of knowing we’'re always there,
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Coast Guard 1997 Annual Report is the Febrenary 1997 issue of Coast Guard magazine, Coast Guard, COMDT
PUB PA720.2, is produced for members of the U8, Goast Guard, Editorial content is unoff and not
anthority for action. Views and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Department
of Transportation or the Coast Guard. Military distribution: Each copy of the magazine is intended for
three readers. Coast Guard is on the World Wide Web at http://www.dot.gov/dotinfo/uscg/. Informa-
tion and photography sources include G-GP-3, G-GP-4, FY97 Coast Guard Budget in Brief, The Coast
Guardsman's Manuwal, SDL, and public affairs specialists, © ADM Robert Kramek, Commandant;
VADM Richard Herr, Vice Commandant; CAPT Bud Schoneeweis, Chief, Public Affairs; LCDR
Pat Philbin, Chivel, Communications Branch; PAC Brad Terrill, Editor, (202) 267-0926; Asst.
Editors, Art, Design & Photo Directors — PAL Robert Wyman = PA2 Gary Openshaw = PAZ2
Pete Milnes. Inside cover photo by Peter Boseh, Miami Herald; cutter photo (Pg. 18) by

Francis Dufly. Printed on post-consumer recycled paper and is 100 percent recyclable.
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THE : !
COAST GUARD
|

IS ALWAYS THERE

¢ We conduct a 3

mission every

search-and-rescue I ;

8 minutes
We clean up/prever
spills of oil or

hazardous chemicalg

every 30 minutes
We interdict illegal &
migrants every hour ‘
We save a life

cvery 2 hours

We keep $7 million
of narcotics off
America’s streets
every day

We clear waterways, I
safeguard ocean and !
river commerce, and:
inspect ports and
vessels for safety

around the clock




