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CTTATTON TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE COAST GUARD MEDAL
e
RICHARD D, DIXON
BOATSWAIN'E MATE FIRST CLASYS
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

Petty Offtoer DIXON tle aotted for herotem on the afternoon of & July 1980 while semping ae the comewain of
Coant Guard Motor Lifeboat (MLB) 444008, During thie pertod he wae tnatrumental iIn preventing the yaaht
PANTASY I8LE, with & people onboard, [rom aapetuing on the atormy Tillamook Bay entrance bar., "To esoape
the remains of Tropteal Storm Celia, the owner/operator of FANTASY 1SLE aleoted to seek shelter tn Tilla
mook Bay, Oregon. Arviving outeide the Bay in the late afternoon, the bayr entrance was o mplately ocovered
with breaking seas up to 30=feet in hetight. With the orew of FPANTASY ISLE completely ewhaunted and pea

atek, the owner/operator belteved he was 1in a "do=or=die" attuation and iInformed Coaat Guard Stattion

1 1lamook Bay that he wae going to oroass the bar. Two Coaet Guard resoue boata were tnmediately dia
patched to escort the yacht acrosa the Bar. Arriving on soene two miles off ohore, Petty Offtlaer DIXON
placed hie MLB behind FANTASY rSLE  and took the firet breaking wave br adetde thereby taking the full

force of the breaker before 1t o wld reach the yacht., Pettly Of'fiaer DIXON aontinued thie highly dangerous
procedure, taking breaker after breaker, for the next 40 minutea unttl PANTASY ISLE wae eafely tnotddi
™ 1lamook Bay. Petty Officer DIXON demonatrated remarkable inttiative, ewoeptional fortitude and daring
in apite of tmminent peresonal danger during thie inotident., Hie uneelfioh aotiones, oourag: and v et
devotion to duty reflect the higheot oredit upon himeelf and the United States Coant (fuard,
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tty Offfaer DIXON ta atted [op i vt vaowd iy havodtam | e ot of d July TRAD wWwhile aepiding i doaaisifn

’

aff ML 44400 vom Coaat Guard HStatton ™ Llamook Wiy, OPegon Durdng thia paniod het wkiit Enit e ol i the

paaaua of 4 men Mvom a oapatued amall pLoapur avaflt tn tuvbulent aunl tn the entmie fo 19 ! Lk B I'he
boat had dashed avound the titp of th novth entrwanoe Jetty, Itveotly thnta the path of a 168 0 18 [iuld e b £ b
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pea, The boat oapetaed Moo of the four oooupants wera hurled thouah the whivlalitsld balvine hefng Favam (0o

.
turbulent sea, MLE 44400, on atabton as a safety Lot cluvdng an egoopt opemat oty w20 Pt fion e ke

bahind the eapetned boat aned wan cdireotedd attempt to mike the plfokup, Patty OFffosn DIXON ki F1il Ly ieinien

wad the MLB alongoatide the capetned whtoh veaulted tn the bow of the MLA betng [ean than 60 t0 Fh et

Mom the rookas of the Jetty with | 1Lemm vatng Into the hveakava,  Damonatwating saosptfomel asisinahip,

tty OffMod DIXON maitntained bthH wattton [ he povndtng aunly, untdl  all foun Pt img Were i fely

emboaw! the MILR. The alitaohteat miatake 1t i 18 ! Faot hoeakeva  would hava oaused the MLR # he tipaid
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wimeratfully upon the treacheroun yooks wlth the veaultant daath to hia avew amd the wiatime of the sapafasd

boat, Petty Offtloer DIXON demonetrated remarkabie { fatdve, omoeptdonal fotd tude ol davtng tn sptte of
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bo duty vefleat the higheat ovedit wupon hi P and the United

Htatep Coaat il
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