


Commander Lance A. Eagan graduated from the Coast Guard Academy
in 1962 and upon commissioning served in the North Atlantic
aboard the USCGC BARTARIA. He received his Naval Aviator wings
in 1965 and was assigned to Air Station Brooklyn, NY; there he
flew the HUl6E Albatross and the HHS52A helicopter.

He was among the first group of Coast Guard Aviators to volunteer
to serve in Vietnam with the U.S. Air Force flying rescue
missions. Upon his return to the Coast Guard, Commander Eagan
became an HH3F instructor pilot at the Aviation Training Center
in Moblie , AL. After earning his Masters Degree in Management
from the Naval Postgraduate School his nexty duty assignment was
as Assistant Chief, Enlisted Assignment Branch at Coast Guard
Headquarters.

Returning to the cockpit he served as Executive Officer of Air
Station Savannah, GA and then as Executive Officer of Air Station
Kodiak, AK., Prior to coming to Cape May, Commander Eagan
attended and was a distinguished graduate of the Air Force's Air
War College.

Commander Eagan has been awarded the Silver Star, the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal (with 10 oak leaf
clusters), a Combat Action Ribbon, two Letters of Commendation,
Presidential Unit Citation, National Defense Medal, Republic of
Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Service Medal (with 4 bronze
stars) and Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross (with palm).
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From

m O MAJOR CARROLL SHERSHUN, USAF

INFORMATION /CIVIC ACTION OFFICER

7Sy M él““’a( ssssssssssssssssssssssssssss GRroup (MAC)
307

APO sSAN FRANCISCO 96

__ SUBJECT é‘;—& Effwu %2;;2/ M’%’“Q/DME 9/2%7 roLo
&ewqxéx.’ anal aro gAc
. e ’(Mm/V/? L 3’% 7€ Z_;iig%

’(“”"“’4 m u S?iém«u szx/ >

Wx f/ 5 A
ﬁa ;t;(,_e  Aswi, SIGNED Z@

j{%\%a%%b ]ZD;S(&%—
xme(vﬁg;uﬁ/ ng Aok

e
—




’EFLY TO
ATIN OF ;

SUNECT:

70

. oz,

OEPART .=NT OF THE AIR FORCE 3 ~\~‘

,'- ’.Q

N

HEADQUARTERY LR AERUSPACE RESCUE & RECOVERY GROUP (MACH ‘-‘"" ',4-""‘

APO SAiv FRANCISCO 96307 '"\1 S .
‘ ":’"
3c , 29 March 1569

Coomendation for Lt Lance A, Ezgan

Comandont
US Coast ™Miard .
1300 (E) Street ¥, Vashington, D. C. 20591

1. Durirg the past 12 =months Lt Lance Earan hes served his
country in & superv nannasr, ﬁs a meavher of tuls ermznization
and of the faued "Jollyw Graen Cilants” he has ecsarted hinself
as & true rescue tactic:_'x, ast'.;tc sristor, and nas volunteasred

~for missions ianto hostile situztions that would rake nmost man

ghudder,

2. As eun instructor t‘i..o» s his unti ring afforts were reflected
In the nrofessional atiitude disnlayed vy his stulents, !liis
ability to srasy a sltwtion ard cocozrenend its exizencier vwas
proven time and again in the suaargarid oerinyzence of the rescue
nission. A 2onsient gource of new ilees and con c:pts in cazrat
erew recnvery. nis dedicaticon Lo lescue and to nisz fallow scrvices
men s wnl-dtoring,

3. Lt Ezean flew 405 ccmbat hours ana accor.mli.;..-d 12 ccmibat saves
under tas niost horardocs ¢onditisns, His ‘nru::.:.‘asle consx»iLutions
to the vrescue offort in Scuthesss As i:. rci‘lect greet eredil upon
himself, the U5 CJoast Cuard, und his country.

£acs ,/ Colenel, USAT
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‘Like a Target in.a Shooting Gallery’

Dramatic Rescue Reveals 'I'rl-Semce Efforts

By Maj. Carroll Shershun
3rd Acrospace Rescue &
Recevery Group

TAN SON NHUT AB — They
used to eall it Alr-Sea Rescue.
th:‘mda“’ & R ot

Rescue ecov-
ery Service.

But Southeast Asia, otherwise
known as S.EA., Is where the
action is these days, And the
name Alr-Sea Rescue is no
mare, Nowadays it's called
S.E.A. Alr Rescue in the com-

' bat zone.

Hescue

O] eadquariered
Son ﬁﬁut and ‘servicing" u|e
entire 1.1-million square mile
war zone

‘become a common part of
Air Rescue 5.E.A. scene!
NUMEROUS HONORS
Men like U.S. Coast Guard Lt.
Lance

as a
Jnl]xGrunGlm‘lEH-!Em

d speduwh “m—u_ b

il

On July 2, 1968, the lieuten-
ant completed one of the most
Tescues o!'

the eatire war.

July T was a MNitle for

Nreworks displays mrma!uﬂ:; as-
sociated wu:h ladepemieme
galore for Lieutenant ‘Eam
and his Air Force crew flying
north over the DMZ out of Da
Nang AB.

It was a day that he and his
lellow 37th ARRS

Lo AETOS
ecov!r

by the enemy than the high-
Nying SAC hombe-r with its
awesome bomb capability of
60,000 pounds of conventional

mbs,

After the B.52 strike stlll on-
other rescue atiempt was
launched.

WIS rescue crew.

on a ynr-hn; tour of duty with air mnu'

exceptional  bravery
with v‘hich men of all services
l;‘:ide_tnam have become asso-

CLASSIC EXAMPLE
rescue dowmed
Flumﬂhmulmee!assiu
examples of the determination
of Air Rescue crews,

was al_the controls of J Jolly
Green 21. Dumping all extra
foel to give kis alrerafl ll:

maneaverability poss
Ell:.lle started his run for the
survivor, who was located just
three miles north of the DMZ In
dense Jungle.

As Jolly Green 21 crossed the
DMZ into North Vietnam it was
severely shaken by the concus-
sion from ten bursts of 37/57
mm _anti-aircraft artillery [fire
in close proximity to the air-
craft’s right side. The Coast
Gunrdsman execuled a serles of

1o
I'oid the burst and went |

TR o 3

mage a spiraling descent while estab-
intense hostlle ground fire. The 1@38 positive voice contact
rescoe attempt, which was inl. the survivor, who con-
aﬂf;‘ﬂ-':'_ag'“m nrmtdmnihgm!dmmm

few moments

later an A-1 Spad, supporting
the

rescue misslon, was shot
down and its pilot killed.
B-52 STRIKE
For a short time all rescue
forces were. withdrawn from
the immediate area due to a
B-52 strike misslon only a few
miles from the survivor's posi-
ton. No Air Force or US.
Forces weapon Is more feared

SU'RVWAL F'LA‘RE

Ihndn; over the high tree-
tops, spotted smoke from the
pilot's survlnl flare faintly ris-
ing through the dense fjungle
canopy. The survivor was locat-
ed in a small U.shaped valley,
The terrain on three sides of

suspended from a 3/16th-inch
cable, o 0 small clearing he-
low. Encountering heavy under-
growth, vines and Jagged rocks
unthedlm.bll”wlel’hw the
FJ meters

In ll minutes wllle Llnll'mt

almost maximum power
canse of high winds.

Airman Tally directed the Jol-
Iy Green closer to the survivor,
whose back had been broken,
In an effort 1o get as close as
:)ossihie Lieutenant Eagan low-

Multi-Service Mission
Plotting plans for an all-nautical plioting of an Alr Force Jolly Green (‘lant rescue hellcopter are
Navy Lt Cdr. Don Garreit, San mego. left, and Coast Guard Lance Eaj

—_—
ered the aircraft into the trees,
cutting off limbs and branches
with his whirling blades to
maneuver into a position within
10 meters of the downed pilot
and PJ. As Lieutenant Eagan
maintained the hover, Alrman
Talley carried the helpless pilot
to the heist and secured him
and himself,

VULNERABLE MOMENT
As the hoist began to raise
the pair *all hell broke loose.”
The North Vietnamese had been
waiting for the instant when the
Jolly Green would be most vul-
nerable, the moment when the
survivor and PJ were being
raised to safety, to spring their

trap.
A fusillade of antomatie
arcvund the

chopper
and broke through the cemter
windshield,

Rgmain!ni amazingly calm,
Lieutenant Eagan held his hov.
er as intense automatic weap-
ons fire from underneath con-
tinued to hit the helicopter. He

continued 1o hold his position
under the of fire ontil
the forest panetrawr had
cleared the

He then nud off under maxi.
mum power, exccuted a left
turn to shield Airman Talley
and the pilot, who were still on
the hoist, from enemy fire.

MISSION'S END

They didn't stop to count bat-

tle damage until after the In-
Lurvd flier had been salely de-

ered 1o the nearest medical
Tacility. More than 40 direct hits
had been received from small
arms, .30 caliber and .50 cali-
ber weapons, They counted a
Iml of 66 en mj- hullel hetet

Iy special event. It was his first
rescue mission with the 37th
ARRS.

When T asked Lieutenant
Eagan what it was like to fly
that particular mission, he
smiled, and retorted:

“Have you ever been to a
shooting gallery at an amuse.
ment park —
what the target felt like?"

AMERICA’S CUP

It was a far cry from the
days when Coast Guard helinﬁ%
ter p!}nt Eagan used to
:l!lllvsr for ‘m‘f America's gu
sailing races Newport,

But Lt Lanee

they
or HH-43 “Pedro™
local base rescue “blﬂ!“' that
looks like n sparrow trying to
heat itself to iﬂth

While the Navy and Coast
Guard have become familiar
sights at the controls of Jolly
Green Glants, Army green has
become a familiar attire at the
Seventh Air Force Joint Search
and Rescue Center (JSARC) at
Tan Son Nhut. JSARC, manned
by 3rd ARRGp personnel, con-
trols and coordinates all rescue
misslons In S E.A. — at sea or
over the junples,

ARMY GREEN '

A familiar sight at USARC
durins the past year was Army
Lt James A. Henderson,
(}nrk. Ala, He succeeded Army
LLCol JolmJ Cnﬂhnsn((:m

wonlit by Frny
T Manlr. Jr., Staple-
Colonel Henderson,

G
hhuell’ an  Army  helicopter
_ pilot,’ has' over 16 years service
" and .came to Vietnam for. his
- second

Over the past four years 3rd

ARRGp's customers have in-
cluded over 500 soldiers and ap-
proximately 300 sailors and ma-
rines,

Thanks to men like Lieuten-
anl Eagan and his fellow Coast
Guard “mate,” Lt. Cdr. Lonnie
Mixon, there's a definite nautl-
cal influence in S.EA. Air Res-
cue these ¥S.

Nautical, yes! Bul nice!




Summary of Action

Combat Rescue - Scotch 03
LT Lance Eagan, USCG

Airman 1/c Joel Talley, USAF
Republic of Viet Nam
July 2™, 1968

On the afternoon of July 1%, 1968, an F-105 Thunderchief fighter-bomber, call sign “Scotch 3,”
piloted by LCOL Jack Modica USAF, was hit by hostile ground fire during a raid over North
Viet Nam. The pilot flew south toward the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) separating North and
South Vietnam in an effort to reach the Gulf of Tonkin. The aircraft was losing altitude rapidly
and Modica knew he would not make it across the line. After calling in his position, he ejected
17 miles northwest of the town of Dong Ha. The low altitude ejection rendered him unconscious
when he landed, and when he regained consciousness he realized his back had been severely
injured. USAF HH-3E rescue helicopters, call signs “Jolly Green” 27 and 31, from the 37th Air
Rescue & Recovery Service (ARRS), Da Nang Air Base, Republic of Viet Nam (RVN), had
been launched for rescue. Modica was surrounded by enemy troops, all of whom were
aggressively searching for him. Jolly 27, low bird, (primary rescue helicopter) flew in and
attempted a rescue but was driven off by ground fire. Having jettisoned its external fuel tanks,
low on fuel, and deep in enemy territory, Jolly 27 left the area, escorted by Jolly 31.

Jolly Greens 29 and 22, also from the 37" ARRS, soon arrived on scene with darkness rapidly
approaching. Jolly 29, low bird, commanded by LCDR Lonnie Mixon USCG, worked its way to
the area of the downed crewman, but hostile fire was too intense and the approach was broken
off. He evaluated the damage and then made another attempt, but was met by even more intense
ground fire. The helicopter’s electrical system was knocked out, a hydraulic line was ruptured,
and its fuel tanks were hit. Faced with leaving Modica in the jungle, Mixon brought the
helicopter around and headed back in for another try. Mixon was hit again repeatedly and
subsequently broke off the approach. Darkness settled over the scene, forcing the rescuers to
wait. Modica, injured and in shock from his ejection, spent a painful night concealing himself
from a determined foe.

The next day, rescue attempts were again made but when the Combat Search and Rescue
(CSAR) task force reached Modica’s position, the enemy was waiting. The task force consisted
of two HH-3E helicopters (Jolly call signs unknown) and A-1E Skyraider (“Spad™) fighter-
bombers to provide close air support. One Jolly received so much battle damage, it was forced to
return to base with an unexploded B-40 rocket lodged in its belly fuel tank. An Al-E, “Sandy
11,” was shot down while engaged in suppression fire. The pilot was killed. A debrief of all
flight crews involved in the repeated rescue attempts established that Modica was on the floor of
a small valley, under a thick jungle canopy. Crewmembers stated that the NVA gunners were
close to Modica’s position, hostile fire had come from all directions, and some seemed to have
come from directly below the helicopter.



The North Vietnamese were using Modica as bait. With this knowledge it was determined that
putting a pararescueman on the ground was foolhardy and would most probably result in his
death. The rescue pilot would have to do the job by lowering the forest penetrator (a 26-pound,
bullet-shaped apparatus with three folding seats attached to the rescue hoist) directly to Modica
so that he could be extricated after he climbed onto it.

Three hours after the first attempt on July 2" two Jollies took off from a forward strip at Quang
Tri, RVN. LT Lance Eagan, USCG was flying low bird (Jolly 21). As soon as Eagan entered
the area, his helicopter came under fire from 37mm Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AAA) guns. Eagan
dumped fuel to lighten the load, and descended for the small valley using twisting evasive
maneuvers. Once in the small valley, the crew looked for Modica through a triple canopy of tree
branches. Modica tried directing the helicopter by survival radio but he could not be spotted from
the air. Pararescueman Joel Talley, Airman 1/c USAF, volunteered to ride the hoist cable down
to the valley floor, but Eagan refused his request because of the extreme danger involved.

Eagan radioed Modica and asked him to activate a smoke signaling device, but due to the
abundant triple canopy tree branch network, the smoke rapidly dispersed until only a general
area could be determined. Modica confirmed that he could not move.

Airman 1/c Talley again asked to go down on the hoist. Realizing there would be no other way to
get Modica out, Eagan gave his approval. After being lowered 125 feet, Talley got his bearings
and started moving through the dense jungle towards Modica’s position. Eagan again radioed
Modica and asked him to call out to Talley or make a signal. Talley spotted Modica’s “pen-gun”
flare more than 50 yards from the helicopter. He knew he could not transport Modica through the
jungle over this distance. Using his survival radio, he vectored Jolly 21 to his location. Eagan
responded by edging the helicopter nearer, trimming tree tops with his rotor blades until he could
get no closer than 10 yards because of a tall dominant tree against which Modica lay. By getting
close to the trunk of this tree, the forest penetrator device could more reliably be lowered all the
way to the ground without being obstructed by the triple canopy. Once the penetrator was within
reach, Talley, who had been on the ground for 16 minutes, carried Modica to it — strapped them
both in — and called on the radio “Take us up!”

The North Vietnamese had been waiting for this moment. Knowing Eagan was committed to a
stationary hover, and the helicopter could not move off until Modica and Talley cleared the
treetops, the enemy sprung a well-disciplined trap. The first shot hit the windshield in front of
Eagan, missing him by a matter of inches. For the next 15 seconds, more than enough time to for
the entire aircrew to be indiscriminately slain, Eagan held a steady hover while the helicopter
received multiple hits from every angle. He later said, “they sounded like dull thuds.” Then
Eagan heard a shout from the hoist operator that Modica and Talley were clear, and he pulled
rapidly away with the two men swaying back and forth on the hoist 50 feet below the aircraft.

Eagan landed at Dong Ha, where Modica was taken to a field hospital for observation. Armor
plating and luck had saved all of them, aircrew and survivor alike. The intensity of the enemy
fire was revealed in their extensive battle damage. The helicopter had received over 40 direct
hits. There was a gaping hole in the tail section. Four of the five main rotor blades had been hit
and the self-sealing fuel tank had sustained nine punctures. Eagan was quoted as saying, “a few



more inches either way and the Jolly would have gone down.” The helicopter was no longer
flyable and was transported back to DaNang — slung under a huge Sky Crane cargo helicopter.



Background

On July 1, 1968, Scotch 03, an F-105 Thunderchief was shot down eighteen miles WNW of the Dong
Ha airbase (located just below the DMZ). That this rescue was accomplished in an extremely hostile
area was underscored by 7 AF report that, during the first six months of 1968, eighteen aircraft
(including Scotch 03) had been hit by enemy fire, five of which were brought down, all within an eight
mile radius of Scotch 03’s location. Pilot reports had identified additional accounts of numerous heavy
aircraft artillery in that area in the immediate days prior to the Scotch 03 shoot down.

There were approximately eighty aircraft involved in support of the rescue, including F-4s, F-103s, F-
100s, OV-2s, C-130s, A-1s and HH-3Es. More than 121 tons of ordnance was delivered.

Reports varied on the number of hits Jolly Green 21 had taken. Suffice to say that it was somewhere in
the range of 42-70 rounds from small arms and heavier caliber weaponry. It is doubtful that any Jolly
Green, throughout the war, sustained greater damage, yet was still successful in its mission. The
helicopter was taken out of service after the mission for extensive repairs.

Additional factors for consideration An A-1 had been shot down prior to JG 217s rescue attempt. Both
the SMC and the Queen RCC had recommended that the mission be terminated, as too dangerous.
Fortunately, for Scotch 03, they were overruled. LT Eagan and his crew were fully aware of the danger
the mission posed and could have aborted the rescue attempt at any time after first encountering A/A
on his approach, with no questions asked. LT Eagan steadfastly maintained his hover under the most
heroic circumstances imaginable, a continuous barrage of ground fire from all quadrants. The heroism
of AIC Joel Talley has been thoroughly documented Additional accounting on his behalf in this joint
service endeavor hopefully will be accomplished by USAF.



THE RESCUE OF SCOTCH 03

During the Vietnam War, the United States Air Force (USAF) Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Service
(ARRS) mounted the largest and most successful combat rescue campaign in history. ARRS personnel
saved more than 2,500 airmen from certain death or capture. The United States Coast Guard (USCG)
played a small but hardly insignificant role in this campaign. In 1967 the services entered into an officer
exchange program. In accordance with the agreement, during the period 1968-1973, ten USCG aviators
flew the famed HH-3E and HH-53B/C Jolly Green Giant (JG) combat rescue helicopters of the 37°
ARRS, located at Danang, Republic of Vietnam (RVN). In addition, a fixed wing aviator flew the HC-
130P for the 39™ ARRS, based at Tuy Hoa, RVN. The HC-130P served in a dual capacity, that of SAR
Mission Coordinator (SMC) as well as tanker for the inflight refuelable Jolly Greens. One particular
mission, the rescue of Scotch 03 on July 1-2, 1968 epitomized the very best that both services had to
offer. For their efforts, JG Rescue Crew Commander (RCC), LT Lance Eagan, USCG and Rescue
Specialist (PJ). A1C Joel Talley were recommended for the Air Force Cross and Medal of Honor,
respectively. Both awards were subsequently downgraded. It is hoped that the two rescue services can
once again work together, in a review process of the awards given these two American heroes.

The upgrade of awards for the Vietham War are hardly unprecedented, as witnessed by recently
awarded Medals of Honor for two former U.S. Army Aviators. In addition, the award of a former USAF
PJ was upgraded to the MOH in 2000.

The requirements for upgrade of an award are:
(1) New Information
(2) Recommendation by a congressman.
(3) Approval by someone in the chain of command.

First, on the new information front are personal recommendations from participants and eyewitnesses to
the Search and Rescue Effort. One is from former USAF 1/1t Dick Rutan, of Voyager around the world
solo flight fame, and former Misty F-100 FAC, who participated in the effort. Obviously,
recommendations by the survivor, LT/Col Jack Modica, USAF, ret., and Talley would carry significant
weight.

Congressional support should not be a problem. Possible candidates are REP Jeff Miller (R-FL) who is a
member of both the House Armed Services Committee ahd a representative of Joel Talley's district..
Another is REP Joe Courtney (D-CT), who is also a member of the House Armed Services Committee,
and representative from Connecticut, Lance Eagan's home of birth, and of course the USCGA.

Finally, a waiver should be sought for someone in the chain of command, in that most senior
commanders during that conflict have passed on. A waiver might best be effected through Vice
CMDT/USAF liaison, something she has indicated a willingness to undertake.



Date/Time
0118352

010930Z

0110302
0110307

0110452

011100Z
011120Z

THE RESCUE OF JACK MODICA (SCOTCH 03)

1-2 July, 1968 CHRONOLOGY

Scotch 03, a USAF F-105, engaged in a strike of a SAM transporter, hit by
enemy AA fire, heads for feet wet, then reports smoke in the cockpit and
ejects NW of Dong Ha. JGs 27/31 scrambled from Quang Tri alert to feet
wet orbit to await arrival of Spad Rescorts scrambled from Da Nang.
Crown 04 (HC-130P) proceeded to area to assume SMC.

JGs 29/22 dptd CH 77 for CH 103, but directed to Rockpile orbit for
backup.

JGs 27/31 depart orbit to reposition to Rockpile to await RESCORT.

JGs 27/31 Rockpile orbit, comms established with Misty 41, F-100 FAC,
who had seen Scotch 03’s chute descending into trees, after his gject.
Chute had hung up in trees for approx 3 minutes then disappeared. No
beeper/no voice. Misty 41 requested JGs to enter area and attempt to
locate survivor. JG 27 declined, pending positive comms with Scotch 03.
This was SOP for combat rescue.

Misty 41 reports beeper/voice contact with Scotch 03, who reported
possible broken back, requiring PJ assistance. Spads 11,12,13, 14 and
Covey 171 (O-2 FAC) on scene. Spad 11 assumes OSC. JG 27/31 dptd
Rockpile for scene. JG 31 detected ground fire but no hits. Covey 171 led
JG 27/31 to scene, avoiding known 37 and S7MM A/A positions. JG27
descended to0 3,000°. JG 31 remained west. Misty 41 marked the area with
smoke. JG 27 continued descent, jettisoning tip tanks and prepared PJ for
possible deployment. Ground fire escalated as JGs entered area. JG 27
proceeded to smoke at 150° AGL. JG 21 heard and saw heavy ground fire
and broke off the approach awaiting suppression of ground fire. The exact
location of Scotch 03 was not known, which placed constraints on ground
fire suppression. JG 27 notified OSC that JGs would have to dpt scene due
min. fuel, recommending immediate request for JG 29/22. JG27/31
bingoed to CH 103. JG 27 had taken several hits but was still serviceable.
After refuel and inspection, JG 27/31 dptd CH 103 for scene to assist JG
29/22, but were RTB’d by SMC.

JG 29/22 DPTD Rockpile for scene.

JG 29 begins approach to smoke mark. Misty 41 vectored JG 29 to spot
where he had earlicr scene the chute. JG 29 received heavy fire at that
position. JG 29 took numerous hits, damaging several aircraft systems,
experiencing loss of No. 2 Generator, No. 2 T/R, No. 2 boost pumps, and
reliable torque indication, and a hydraulic leak. JG 29 climbed to 2,500 *
and pilot determined that aircraft was still serviceable. JG 22 was
preparing for a rescue attempt as nightfall was rapidly approaching. At this
point it was decided that the already damaged JG 29 would make another



0112102

0121202

012215Z

0200152
0200202

020552

0201002
0201202
020140Z

0202152

0205302
0207002

attempt, saving the undamaged JG 22 as Hi Bird. As JG 29 arrived in
hover muzzle fire was detected from all quadrants and from below the
aircraft. JG 29 climbed to 1,000’ as JG 22 reported taking evasive action
from airbursts in his vicinity. RESCORT Spads JOINED JGs enroute
Rockpile.

JGs 22/29 ARR CH 103. A first light effort was fragged for the following
day.
JG 31 dptd CH 77 for CH 103. Redirected to Rockpile for rendezvous

with JGs 24/22, but diverted to CH 103 with fuel leak. Dptd CH 103 for
Rockpile.

JGs 24/22 dptd CH 103 to Rockpile, Strike aircraft had been putting in
ordinance for several hours in an attempt to sanitize the area.

JG 22 dptd for CH 103 to remove drop tanks.

JG 24/31 directed into rescue area. Spad 11, OSC, directed JGs to
discontinue approach until Spads could direct ordinance in close proximity
to Scotch 03. JG 24 bingoed to CH 103, replaced by JG 22. JG 31/22 to
Rockpile, later joined by JG 31.

JG 31 attempts rescue, receives maderate ground fire, aborts approach.
Spads delivered more ordinance as JG 31 attempted another approach. JG
FE & PJ commenced M-60 firing. JG 31 received intense ground fire.
Both fuel boost pump lights illuminated. JG 31 made tum to abort the
approach, receiving more ground fire. Vectored by Spad 13 to avoid 37/
50MM. JG 22 advised JG 31 that he was streaming fuel from the bottom
of aircraft. Fuel Quantity dropping rapidly. JG 31 climbed to 4,000" and
made an emergency landing at CH 103. JG 22 was experiencing ﬂlghl
control problems at this time.

JG 24 landed CH 103 for fuel.
Spad hit, losing oil pressure, crashed, no survivor.
JGs 21728 dptd CH 77 to relieve battle damaged aircraft.

JGs 24/22 landed CH 103. SAR forces RTB’d due Arc Light (B-52)
operation in vicinity of rescue area (not known if this was done in support
SAR effort). At this time, Crown 04 and Queen (Da Nang RCC)
recommended termination of the SAR effort. JGs 21/28 assumed alert
at CH 103.

Queen advises another rescue attempt will be made.

JGs 21728 rendezvous with Spads 13/14 and Sandys 3/4/5/6 at Rockpile.
Continues heavy mover strikes in rescue area directed by Misty and Covey
FACs. Sandy 03 OSC.



0207102

0207152

020725Z

0207302

0207452

0207522

0208102

JG 21 dumps fuel 1o prepare for approach. Hostile area approach
commenced.

112 directed Sandys % to scene with Sandys 5/6 escorting JGs 21/28 to
scene. JG 21 receives 6-10 bursts 37/57MM close by right side of aircraft.
JG 21 makes evasive maneuvers to avoid concussions. Covey 112 directs
JG 21 to the location of the earlier smoke mark.

JG 21 establishes voice contact with Scotch 03. A spiraling descent was
made in an attempt to visually sight the survivor. Scotch 03 popped
smoke. FE spotted smoke and provided vectors toward survivor position.
Survivor confirms that he is immobile requiring PJ assistance.

Hover established by JG 21. No ground fire at this time. Sandys and
Covey orbiting overhead. PJ lowered on jungle penetrator. No visual on
the survivor, PJ commenced ground search. Scotch 03 directed to fire pen
gun flare. PJ saw it and made way to survivor. PJ requested that the
penetrator be moved closer to his position. Penetrator lowered10M south
of PJ/Survivor. Hover was at 130’ AGL. Further movement was precluded
by. Trees were contacted by rotor blades in attempt to get nearer to the
PJ/survivor. The PJ dragged the survivor to the penetrator. As PJ was
undoing penetrator straps, survivor fired 2 tracers. PJ relieved him of his
weapon.

PJ called for hoist up. NVA must have been monitoring frequency as
extremnely heavy ground fire erupted from all quadrants and below the
helicopter. The first round entered the center cockpit windshield, narrowly
missing both pilots. The hover was maintained as the penetrator was
raised, all the while taking numerous hits. No. 2 T/R and associated
equipment were lost. The CP returned fire from his window. As the
penetrator cleared the treetops JG 21 started a moving turn as penetrator
was reeled in.

PJ and survivor on board JG 21. Covey 112 led JGs southward through the
DMZ.

JG21 delivered to Dong HA Medevac pad. All SAR forces RTB’d. JG 21
ferried to CH 103. Aircraft determined to be unsafe for further flight.



RESCUE ROUTE OF JOLLY GREEN 21

B Da Nang AFB 37th ARRS

B Ouang Tii USKC Airfield (CH 103)

B Ot Overhead The Rockpile USMC Outpost
B Scotch 03

B Dong Ha AFB Medical Facility

B Final landing at Quang Tri USMC Airfield (CH 103)
Helicopter is considered unsafe to fly and slung to Da Nang
by an Army H64 Sikorsky Skycrane the following day.
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1. (u)wmmxamwzmnummawu&mwm »

2. (c) At%m1M1%mmmn,amumasm3.
‘gepa=hisd for an F-10% reporied hit axd hemiing foat uet. . Apmoxiautaly
five miratss aftar take-off, Urown 4 infarzed J0 27 and 31 {hat the P-105-
‘Phiot (Hoatoh IIT) was 4n fact dovned and M ‘peaitien was 290/18/109, ot
foat dry, nortiest of Dong Ha in Farth Wictmawm.-. JG 27 axd 31 elected to
mmmgfumzmmmanmcutmwmw
BT a=d peovide RESCORE far the JUs. At 0910, JG 27
mnmmwammtmmummmw (263/13/109}
axd avalt amwival of the . At 10308, JG 27 ard 31 csichilshod a3 exbii
LT ‘?asdbegancmlmﬁnsmthmawal(?-lm&c).
had with the @ﬁzgmﬁ?mm
Pm‘a A bang vy in trass for approz-
. Erees to bs 50 feet high, Ju-auwuwmmu or some posiil
S . form of commumisgtion pad besn astablishad with the survivor. H..Bty!;lrspori'.ed
.2 to the pegntive butl reaffirmed tkat b9 imov the mxast loeation of the sarviver
2 15 axd roguasted 9G 27 <oter ine aves sxd atterst to lgcmte the swviver, 36 27
J izformad Misty 43 that the JGs would oyt enter tha axce until seme Som ol
Eaai.um comicamnm eumma with the serviver, At approsisotelr
‘1 & ‘bearer, then voice comtact with thy curvivers
= . P A ther Hae survivoribelisved iy duti te bs troken mad
‘ﬁm mwhmwmmnammmw Spads 31, 12, 13 and
i i arrived on tha scetw ln tle meantinms gnd §nimod Miaty 431 and Covey 171 in
£ . a2 offort to posttively locste the scrvivor. Aftor a discmssier Sotwmen 3G 27,
—ufvsﬂ.-‘tyuandm.l..t}’?m:dwhave:hso:ﬁtandp@emm.n.om
Teaces aen. o0 31 agpurdencesd growad firo upon departaro Irom the "Rockpile”
- but rocelved o kits., Ceowey 171 led JG 27 and 3, giving direction and sliitude
:‘.n:tmcczona.nmaﬂnztwmmmgjmw:mMrmﬂmaintm
¥ & oven, J6.27 dpscepded to 5560°H5h anl continzed to folloy Covey: IT2 while SG
31 ramcinod wout of the peseus ares. Moty 41 asrkod the ares With 8 aocke
m*%omrmwwdama,mupm-mmm
Bascue Spocfaligt for possitle iovozing to ths growmd, JG 27 csossed tho
zarked araa fro= tho veot ot appreximateiy 150 4Gl. The ares was & mederatsly
desp raviuc kaving a NW-SE ada with high exbarnimorts on thres sides ecd 75 o
1% treas, is JG 27 cregsed over the rdgelins en tha oast sids of the ravine,
greund Lire wma voon and hoasd. JC 27 immediately duparibed tiy srog to tha
uant and oleetsd to cridt wtil orduaneo vas delivored o auppress the five,
Eecatse of tarrain feattres, it wnz axtremaly 41f%3mlt o pinpoizt the locaticn
of the surviver couxing ¢ delay in dolivering avdnance., JG 27 votified Minty
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f1ler cap the leak was stopped., ! CHI03 at 22307, JC 31 rendez-

voused with JG 24 and JO 22 over the "Bockpdle® st 22452, While JG 22, 24

and 31 oriited Misty 21 established contact with Seoteb 03 at approvimately
2307 ard began directing high performance aircrsft in their strikes arownd
Scotch 03's position. Crown 4 called at 23357 and directed JG 31 %o retuwm
to CHIO3, remove the axternal fuel tanks, refusl smd return %o the "Rockpdile”
orbit point. JG 31 landed at CHID3 at 23502, removed tacks, refusled and de-
parted at 00L5Z arriving oriit point 00302 along with Spads 11, 12 and 13 o
bad departed from CH77. JG 22 then left the orbii point to proceed o CHIDI
to remove the sxiermel tanks, refuel sad return to the orbdt point. The high
performance aireraft attempted to sterilize the ares until 00202, The Spade
then mowed in%o the area to iry % neutralize the area close to the survivor.

2z
returned to the "Rockpile®ard the decision was made to attempt & rescas. Cloud
cOver wvas zoving into the area &nd any further delay weuld fores ths rescue air-
cralt to sbort the rescus effort, JG 31 assumed low hird position and znder the
dirgetion of Spad 13 was guided into the stmrvivoris aren. As
arsa frox ths scutnmst, Govey 171 requested Scotch 03 to begin dir
to his positicn, JG 31 indtiated a slow descending left turn and after 180
degrees of turn, mederaté ground fire was emcountersd. JG 31 climbed to 300
AGL and coptinged w twrn left. The Spads put in more ordmence while JG 31
propared for anolher approsch to the strvivor. Hnile JG 31 was still in the
rn the Qo-pilos spotted ike szoke ITom the survivor's {lare coming gp thrn
the trees. Continuing the Jefs om JQ 71 eftablished a hover with the sure
viyor on the right alde of the aircraft. The Fiight Zngineer and Bsacne
{elist commenced firing the two M-60 machine gms, Tmsedintely JG 31 began
rocelving intense ground fire and sustaived several Bits, DBoih foraucd boost
pimp fselago warning 1ights and the forward fuel by-pess lights, illmeinsted.
JG 3L clinbed oul %o the scutbwest over a ridge sbout 100 melsrs frem the sur-
vivor and roceived more greucd fire. Sped 12 gave heading dlrections to assist
JG 31 in remaiaing cloer of I7M ard 5P¥ positioos. alls JG 31 wes climbing
cut the forvard fuel quamtity gauge indicated & rapid low of fuel. Spad 13
and JG 22 advised JG J1 he was stresming fuel from the bottom of the aircralt,
JG 31 continved to clinmb to 10CO feot !SL ans procsadsd to CIN03. The iower
vas advised ihat JG 31 had mustained betils damege. Ths tower gperstor cleared
the treffic pattern and had fire fighting equipment standing by to assist JG 31.
J0 31 larded at 0135 and without further incident. JC 24 landed CIDO3 ab 01002
for fuel and wes airborme at 01102 enroute to the "Rocknile.” JG 31 reperted
that he uvas »apldly losing fuel, JG 22 was baving =slight control problems et
this time. JG 24 procesded on an intercept sourse fer JC 31 and 22. A% 01002
Spad 11 stated that he had logt oil pressure and ums besding feat wet. JG 24
anc 22 diverted in his direciion since JC 31 vas south of the IMZ ot this time.
4G 2L and 22 rendezvoused approxinately 3 milss south of the Spad 11 crash
site. Spad 12 reported that Sped 11 vent in with his camopy e3ill on. JG 24
anc 22 reversed course for SVE. JG 24 and 22 landed CHIO3 at 0252, JG 20
and JG 28 ceparted Chamnel 77 ab 01407 to relleve the other Jolly Gresn erews
vhe had sugteined batile damege during recovery attempts. Prier to sredving
at Channel 103 the SAR cormmumications wers momitered and shorily after the
logs of Bped 11, the SiR forces were XTB' due to a fragged ARC Light stxdke
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in the ares, At this time Crown 4 and Queem recommended texminailen of the
effort, JG 21 and JG 28 sasmosd the alert at Chenne] 103, At 05302 Queen
sdvised azother Tecovery sitempt weuld b =ade. JUG'z 21 snd 28 wero %@
repcesvcus vith Spuds 13 and 14 wnd Sazndies 3, 4, 5, & over "Bockpils® at
002, JG's 21 and 28 dep CF03 et DAL0 and wrrived over "Rockpilae'
at OH0Z. Sandy's 3,4,5,6 arvived to provide HESCORT. At this tizs Crowx
4 briefad that Covey 10Z wenld lead the Sandys aod Joilies into the ares
vhan the Jolliss were 3/L miles out. At
thiz time JG 21 stnted Sandy 3 would be the anly clearing anthority for the
JG 21 domped fioal for tha psnstraticn.
descent was perforpsd by the CP. At 0715 Covey 112 led Sandy
3 axd § t0 the avea., Sandy 5 and 5 ascorted JG 21 and 28 abount 2 siles be-
hind, 4t 0720 JG 21 oczmenced dumping the teffer of foel be had retalned
recsived 6-10 sirsts of F//57MN

ty

vas estgblished at 0730Z, lo growd fire uss received. Ssmdys
vere moliize overhaad. The S wes lowversd to the ground on

The surviver could not be seen from ths helicopter; only his mmoke wes vis-
[ole. The FS had %0 seares the juxgle for the swrvivor. The (@ and 72 amin-
tained comstant vizilence for enesy fofces and dizected iba pilot in msintain.
Inz the bover., The 35 had extrens difficulty In Jocaldng tre surviver. Ths
9P dirsctsd the surviver i fire a flsre and to sBout to aszaist the BS. e
Tired n pen ;ud and the BE obearvad the flssgh. The 35 finally sav the surviv-
ory [obh and was Alis So reach hin, AT this tiwe the EE pequssted thn pese.
tratcr be zoved cloger 0 thiz positicn dus %o the extrede density of the
Joegle. Extrese o-ev soorsinntien betweer zil menmbers of the crew resultad
in placing thc peneiraicr abenl 10n sonth of The murvitor. The buver wus a-
bout 13 feel 10L mod « tall trse prevented moving any closeT. The rotor
biades contacted Lhe Bt Slose as rosaiple, 4 ridge
oxtends 2, Test ip Ilront, and T s
bove asd oz the Tight aide, 1The wind and terrain forosd & hseding inte the
ridge. IRo penstretor was ajein lowered snd the BS carried the surviver to
it. Widile the RS vas wdolny the straps om the pecelrstor; the syrwivor fired
w40 tracers. The 28 reldeved idw of his .38 revolver. Be then placed the
swviver to be raized oo the penetrator apd secursd hizself. A&t O7452 he
called for the penetrator to be rafsed, 4t that Instaut it aspeared Lhst

the HVa 2as been mounltering ibe rgdic conversaiion asd exirsssly heayy grows
£ird Tugan, The Tirst ouxd octered the osckpit froc the ridge directily shead
#nd pexetratsd the couier vindshioeld. Tas hover was oaintained gs e pane-
trator ums raised threugh tho treocs. Feawy fire struck the helicopter and

the Ho. 2 TR exd associatad cquipwent wpre lost, The (P atbtempted to return
fire and thew ponitored ths controls as the penatrater broke She canopy wnd
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The BE @xtracted Eimgel? frod tha penetrator acd he gnd the FE got ths smr-
viver ioto the alrcraft at Q752Z. The

for eshock by the RS ani FE. Covey 112 led JG 21

the 37/57M AAAL sites to the Dong Ha Med Evas pad. Since JG 21 had lost his
gyra compans tha scrvivor was tranaferted at 0810 and JG 21 retwrned to CHIDZ
with JG 28 as escort. Inspestion af the airersft indica

received from all drants, ranging in size from AXLT and 30cal, to 50eal.
oz of tha totor bladas wers Mt. = ¥

i

3. (C) SuRVIVOR: LCOL JAGK MEDICA JR, 333md TUC ¥TR WING.

4. (U) Other aireraft pariisisatisg aro %00 mmercus to montion.
5. (C) c=BW LIst:

1 Jud
o Az e “n IS
27 ¥ay Botay Cazt Zagen S8zt Stmebangk 410 Thoomoon

31 Maj HapPield Japt Geiffiths Sgt Maicno  Sgb Stemsland
35 LCDR MIXON  Sact Wiegard  Sgb Mengrum  Sgt Boustells

22 Haj Graem Cagt Suray Sgt Beland Sgt Klenovich
2 July
31 Capt Oliver Stafierd Sgt Hedrigoes  SSpt Miller
2L LCIR Mixon® Caept Wiegard 3gt Maagmm 8gt Bousbells
22 Hal Grean CapT Spray Sgt Jeland Sgt Elensvich
Zl Ut Eagan Maj Bootn gt loney KG Talley
Z8 Capt ashlsy Ma)] Wisker S5zt Bovers St Spears
B ¢
-—7 -7"“-\
3 4. magau e, ©SSE
HRescun Crew OCamsander
b
G20 4
Dexrsrados oo 3
g - — - iatervals
ey & ST B e g T B e
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Misgion Tarraiive leled:’

Crown 4

At D336Z “cotsh lead (F=1C05) reparted Jcoteh 5 nit Ly grounc Tlre heading for

fort wet I of CHO09,

laznahed THIOR, SFAL ilelieldeli CHT7Z.

Cmly proceeded to THIDS ares to intercer.
advises footer ) builed oub at aprvx JSCAI#-106, LeSE-lDELL.

area with lootch l-Z-i sliphted

appeared {3 explanation). Jn= 1}

Seoteh lead
JU Z2eZT w2531

Miaty S1 «ith Misty i1 anc Sovey 171 (n

chute, Tho beepor or woilce. {hule later dig-

12 feet web @ CHACY an¢ later repositicned

Lo "Hockpllie™ arsroxizately I minutes fro= scene awn!iting volce contact with

survivor downed in sultizle layered tres cancy.

5FA0 1l on sceme ommander

had no comtact with survivor Sut alscted o have JOZ7-31 leg in by Sowey ITL

for low l=vsl lodesme with only ground fire reperte:d,

tenel?ise as JOO

later volce contact with surviver provec tols nepative,
minutes to Bings and taking yround fire,
Seoteh 3, inlurec and requires help Lo geb on penatrator,
and ATED JC 27-31 to UHIOZ for fuel.

Crovnd fire rapidly in-

tered 2rea. Consideratie tice wms ssent in dirmeting JTO
to suspectad olte while avoiding groume Mire and rencazvous with on scene come
mnder. Misty 31 reported whlts szoke in ares and possibly the =urviver.

and wers taking hits.

palling out to check battls damege.

to avold grouns Tirse.

Pa lor Season
Capt Tanhoor

kKdagenge
i
i

JG29 reported Syomulle or transrissicn oll leait and

S0E TTSIL adwlaed 10
LFAD Ll reparted volos contaet with
Iy maven in J5 22-29
i 22-29 DAt hesvy ground Tire in arem

<022 reported taking mita and mnsuverisg

G-l pulled all fAR forpes ont for Sattls camape and Zark-
ness, Tecommending first lignt affort in concurremecs witn SPAL 11, JUS RTH
CREO03, 3PACS o CHT7, =4 to CH33. ¥isalon open.

F
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MR J.NM.
fmesne Crew lommancer

oL 36 AERS
107 15 ARES
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MISSIOH # 1-3-65 e — 2 July 1368

o L July &t 22007 {2 July U500 Local) & sreplaned =ajor Search and Aescus (243)
effort cxmenced t¢ recover the pilot [rom Scotsh-ud (USAF 7-10%), anot aown By
hostile ;round fire late tie duy before without enoughn fay-lignt remiiaing 2
effoct hin recovery, Hia sesition was 205/13/Cn-l09 in 4 hearily Zefended dense
Jungie area of Ner=h Vieinazm. He 5a2 a tadly spraioed Sask and coull sardly move,

Crown—. was Airborms Mission Comsindsr and wea oa orblt sl 22002 =2 soatrol the
SAR, Two HEmties {P-100 Foward air Controllers (Fal's)) scrived ou soens st
2208, Mety-ll was sppointed Gn Sceps Cozmasder with Misty-IL 4» aliernate oo
a8 to keep & Misiy PAl on scoms 4% &ik simes, allowing thes to cycle cae &t &
tize 1o thedr taniker for fuel. They mude radio contach with end lociled the
survivor Al=ost ismediataly. Covey-l7l (USAF 0.2 FiC) Joined them o0 sssist in
paricing targets, Fros 22302 until OC3UZ the Fal's dirested high performance
fighter strikes on suspested enesy foumnd fire positions noar the swrivor.

Spad's~ 11 & 12 {USAF a-_) were sent 11 %o chock the 347 sceme st DORE and

they recormanded the Jel y Goeens (USAF HH-3E's) coms &5 for 4 plek-ip. They

alsc reported megitive ground fire. Crown=y tnen sppointed Jpad-ll Ga Scens
Comuander and diresied Jolly Creeas-24 low aad J1 wash taedir Bescort, Spads-13

L 1L ans Sandies-I & 2 (USaP a-l), 2= <heir ordi: position (Rock Pile Orbit)

to the scene for £ plok-~ip. Jelly Sresn-2. then reported that be wowld oot have
encugn fuel to hover, 2o Crown~{ sent ine Jolly Greena anc thelr Hescort Sack to
orhit snd BTS'ed (Beturn T2 Beuse) Jolly Greea-2i to Ch=i0) for fual. Joily Green-
22 was oo the ground at Ch-103 refusliag at that tize %o foin the SAR forces.
Jally Green-22 xrrived over Bock Pile Ordit st 0055, Crown=d ithen directed Jolly
Green-31 low mnd 22 iz the SAR scene for the pick—up based oa Spad-ll's recom-
sendstion. He hsd roporied westher moving ia so Crowa— held the fast moTers
nigh under Pinmzsts (GCI, comtrol.

At CL15Z Jelly Creen-il was hovering over the sowiver and masted receiving
beavy ground fire fro= directly wmdemessth. The pilot reportied sl limms in
the cockpit amc that mumrer 1 & 2 boost pa=ps ware ou®, 2e also reported roter
wibratiors. At zhowt the ssoe time Jolly Gresn-22 reporied roter vibreticns
from mechapdcal 2ifficulsises, - Crown— directed ol SAR forces sy Zrum the
scene. The Jolly Greens were ETB'sa to Ch-103 escorted >y Sandies-l & 2, who
BTEved Ch=T7.

While egresming Sro= the 32E scens at OL2LZ, Spad-ll received ground fire and
roported "C" oi) pressure, aind that he was hesded for a clear ares to lszwe the
airplane. MNo further radie transmitions were heard rom Spad-ll. Spad-lZ, his
wng zan, followed hiz md sepestedly called on gusrd Irequemcy for him to ball
o=t because of excesmive mmake corming froo Ris aAdreraft. When Spad-lZ got oo
Tevponse Iros him call, Crowo-L also culled for Spad-ll te bail out, There was
still oo responss. Spad-12 followed Spad-ll he crashed, wnd reported that
ba crrahed with his cosigit closed. No chute was observed and no beeper was
aeard., Spada=l2, 13 & L searched the area for about 25 minutes for eigna of a
survivor snd concluded that che pilet perished in the crach., The Spada were ETB'ed
Ch<T77 ana the Misties to Punaxa Consrel, The Covey RT2'ed home plste for Tusl.
« thls tize all hign performiance strike Jlreraf™ were incer Pacane Contrel.,

b ——————
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Are Lighe strikes wors acheduied to commenca witnin 8 few xiles !rosm the surviver
ot G20SZ ane woulz last until spprexisately G302, Durong thig pouse in tha SR
offort, Quuen dsked Crewnmi for b Tecommancation whatler or act ansthor,atespt
anoxla be zode tc Tescue the survivor, ang for Ao explainition of vy tnis was
Crowa's recemrendsticn. CIowneh TSWOres with k2 Zellcwing statorant without
rocomrepdsticn; *IT sppears o 20 3 TGP o 8I0cl cown ths Jolly Greons, ainco
w2 have had alrerefi woridng in the ares aAli somming :nd none hive been Zired o=
until the Jolly Green w3 in 2 hover for tho pick-up, 3nd hot {ire co=e Ircn
diroctly undearnesth the Jelly Green, 1 belaive that the probebility of lesing
a3 leust cms zore wdreridt is far grenter than <he possibility of reccvering ko
srvivor. Then if w& do recaver the survivor wa still nave o far groater than
norsal prebubilivy of lesing 3t least cne mers dlrsraft in tho preceas,”

No decisicn was ever relsyed to Crounie. as %0 whetiter or net anotner sitempt

would Do sade, hewever at C2L32 Misticawll & 21 jcines Tty Mioty-Jl arrived back

cn scane and rajtestesd more high performance sirerats ¢ direct Jgaingt the
guzgected growmd fire prizicnyd aromnd tho survivor. Jromnel then reqeested
addivional flights of Righ porformande aivcraf %o work with the Misties.

Sovoral flights were turned cver to Crown Sres Panaza, and the strikes begonm sgadin.
dnile those gtrikes were zoing on Hive Chip directed, through Panam:, that three
of the Gights sumed over to Crown not be used, Ono of the fiights, love =y,
was cn the target 2 that tize nd hod eopendsd alsset L1 of his creaince.
Crow~4 tried {or sgveral =inutes withour success to centist tho Misty Oz Sceme
Gocmander, to pass oo this informatian. In the =santize Crown-4 had detersdned
through Jusen, thit <t would be icpossible for several howrs to geb mars Jolly
Greecns and Spads to he scens bocausd of battle damsge and zechanical difficultiea.
When Cromnel finsliy cado »sdio contact again st SILOZ with the Misty, no dirocted
that all forces pull awsy from the SAR soefta %o rw~orgpasize. The Mistics and

high parforsers wore 2geis turned over to Pansma Jomtrol. Spads~-3l & 32 had
arrived over Raek Pile Ortdl to support the SiB bur wowld singo for fuel before
the Jolly Greens sould arrivo ¢n dceno. Qusen drecticd that Crowp=d hoid the
Spadas on orbis.

Crown~, asitea for eenfer=olics froz Zlue Cidp, througs Susez, wacthsr or aot
aothor SAR offeri was plommise ond what farees would oo oviilable for ine
missian. No gsomfirmation, pro asr con, wig received. st JULA0Z Panann reloyed
%0 Crosm thot Hlua dirgsned oll SAR forces RIB. Crowa~6 8ot Qusen to
canfire this mossage from #lus Chip, but agals =o esafirzstion was received.

At Q4382 Quosn directed that Spads-dl & 32, o would Singe far fuel ia 30
zinutes, expend their ordnance on the suspected ground firo positions near ihe
survivor, and to chuske the situatien co the growmd for ansther altesptod
socovery. Tho Spads-ware sent in and axperided theis andaenca. Thdy roported
negative gromd firw, but the survivor could kear geople moving around and
could not sse them, After the Spsds cleared the target Quaem dirocted <hat gew-
oral fiights of Jwnfignters and Fhantoma expand thois ordnance and RYB, =ince
thay had heen airbarne all doy sysling off the tankers. ¥imiesllk 2 hed
RYS'0d 30 Misty-3l joinec by Mistles-ul % 51 feturnes o e scedo 2o Lake
over ag Cn Sceca C=—uaxnders. They were Joimez =3 Joveys~li2 & 172 <0 assist
in aarikdng targets. Crown—u still ned no inferzstion ilil eascthur rzeovery
attezpt wouid So mads, ’

o

(g3
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At this tims Crown-a requastec Jrox suean: I anginer mecovary attesst 18 to te
sade, roguast o firm ZI0 for the Joily Jresns and their Rascor:, also reguest
that sines the high porforzmance striies have starwed again, thay be comtinued
mti) hs Jolly Greens ongd their Rescort arrive ¢n sceze, holding cne Qdght of
Mgk parfor=ars high, to use if necessary during the pickeup.™ Crown~d cid
continug: to seceive high performines Ilights approximstely svery 15 cinutes.
Thoy wers sent ta the Misties and bosbed sugpocted ground fire signts in the
ares,

Quesen advised thot thure wore no Spuds nor Sundles available frvm Ch=77, but
they hed launched Sundies~3,L,% & § oz Ch-E%, Crowa<il then reguested that hs
Jolly Greens, which were lack in cozszissien, te launched I3vs (R-1id5 o loln-D
wlth the Samdies over Rock Pile Crkis ab the Sandies ETa of C70G2 to that posi-
zioa. Jolly Green-2l lov & 25 were lauachea,

The Sandies were not familuve with tho arve of Hock Pile Qrdit so Cromm-d
dlzgerad Covuy-112 to intercept Lhes on » Glacrote frequency, wnd lesd thes %o
Rock Pile Oridt, The Sandies nor the Jally Lrecns wers fa=ilure with the aren

of tho mavivor so Covey-lll wig inatructac to rexesin vith the Sandles over Rock
Ple Orbil and 1sad the forces o the 3AR aceme on Crowa-d's command, Sandies—3
& L wurs briclfed that they would prucecd apprexizutoly & =fle ahoud of the Jolly
Grewas and Sandles-5 4€ , and all these ferces woult Temain an the sams freguency,
which wug differans froc tho cne baing used by the Misties anc the high perforzers.
Sangy~3 was briefed Lo o ta guard {requency 23 sscn ag he arrived an scena ind
take over On Scene Comuzpder fros Misty-3l, Sancios~) & L wera o check the arsa
cver, wiils the Jolly Jreens and Sandies-3 & € helc cloar of the area wieil called
far by Sandy-3.

Matya3l wis briefed snat Sandy~3 would tako ovor upen srrival, and tho Misties
and high parformers wars ta hodd high at that tize in ¢ase thoy wore neoded during
the piekeup. At 0705Z Rustic flight (High performers) were cleared to the Mismtles
by Crowa-ds A% this tize :1) Zorcos had bean briefed wnst to de. At (T2 the
Sandies a2nd Jolly Greens led by Sovoy~ll2 were dirocied to depart ozt for the
SAR scemw. At 07202 Sandicoed & 4 and Covoy-112 arrdived oo ssemo and Sandy-3
took ovor On Sceme Cezmomdor just 2 Rustic flight way clearing the target. Coe
Qight of high porformors (Besr Flight) was orditing Mign u=d were instructod

0 §0 to Himty-31l cn 4 discroie frequsacy and ntanddy in ¢4se thoy warg neceded,
Sanies~3 £ L and Covoy-ii2 isceted the surviver and culled in the Jolly Greens
=d Sendics-5 4 b,

Jally Greene2l wus in a hover at 0732 and lowered their Pararescue mm to
daatst the survivor cm to tho penetyater. A% Lloast twd anti-clreraft ;i posi-
cpegod Iiro on Jolly Groene2i, but thoy roceived mo hits, Miasty-3l

ely directed Boox flight iz cn tho gwn positiens; wxich silanced thes,
Jolly Oreon nad lownrad the Pararescue m:n enly a few fest from the surviver,
but the jungle was so thick they hod to hodst ndm back in anz move shat few Zeot
to lower hin agais. at O7L0Z the Parurescus min hid the surviver so tha
penatrxior and the recovery was mzde succesafully. The Jelly Sreens aod the
Sanedes egresycd alang 3 route reccemended by Covey-1i2 ind G35 forces wure ETB'ed.
Jelly ireca-2l dalivered ~he sursiver, who was in sritiszel somditien, 4o ke
Sospital ot Ch-12%.
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THE RESCUE OF SCOTCH 03

During the Vietnam War, the United States Air Force (USAF) Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Service
(ARRS) mounted the largest and most successful combat rescue campaign in history. ARRS personnel
saved more than 2,500 airmen from certain death or capture. The United States Coast Guard (USCG)
played a small but hardly insignificant role in this campaign. In 1967 the services entered into an officer
exchange program. In accordance with the agreement, during the period 1968-1973, ten USCG aviators
flew the famed HH-3E and HH-53B/C Jolly Green Giant (JG) combat rescue helicopters of the 37th
ARRS, located at Danang, Republic of Vietnam (RVN). In addition, a fixed wing aviator flew the HC
BOP for the 39th ARRS, based at Tuy Hoa, RVN. The HC-BOP served in a dual capacity, that of SAR
Mission Coordinator (SMC) as well as tanker for the inflight refuelable Jolly Greens. One particular
mission, the rescue of Scotch 03 on July 1-2, 1968 epitomized the very best that both services had to
offer. For their efforts, JG Rescue Crew Commander (RCC), L T Lance Eagan, USCG and Rescue
Specialist (PJ), A1C Joel Talley were recommended for the Air Force Cross and Medal of Honor,
respectively. Both awards were subsequently downgraded. It is hoped that the two rescue services can
once again work together, in a review process of the awards given these two American heroes.

The upgrade of awards for the Vietnam War are hardly unprecedented, as witnessed by recently
awarded Medals of Honor for two former U.S. Army Aviators. In addition, the award of a former USAF
PJ was upgraded to the MOH in 2000.

The requirements for upgrade of an award are:
(1) New Information
(2) Recommendation by a congressman.
(3) Approval by someone in the chain of command.

First, on the new information front are personal recommendations from participants and eyewitnesses to
the Search and Rescue Effort. One is from former USAF lilt Dick Rutan, of Voyager around the world
solo flight fame, and former Misty F -100 F AC, who participated in the effort. Obviously,
recommendations by the survivor, LTICol Jack Modica, USAF, ret., and Talley would carry significant

weight.

Congressional support should not be a problem. Possible candidates are REP Jeff Miller (R-FL) who is a
member of both the House Armed Services Committee ahd a representative of Joel Talley's district..
Another is REP Joe Courtney (D-CT), who is also a member of the House Armed Services Commiittee,
and representative from Connecticut, Lance Eagan's home of birth, and of course the USCGA.

Finally, a waiver should be sought for someone in the chain of command, in that most senior
commanders during that conflict have passed on. A waiver might best be effected through Vice
CMDT/USAF liaison, something she has indicated a willingness to undertake.



Background
On July 1, 1968, Scotch 03, an F-105 Thunderchiefwas shot down eighteen miles WNW of the Dong Ha

airbase (located just below the DMZ). That this rescue was accomplished in an extremely hostile area
was underscored by 7fu AF report that, during the first six months of 1968, eighteen aircraft (including
Scotch 03) had been hit by enemy fire, five of which were brought down, all within an eight mile radius
of Scotch 03's location. Pilot reports had identified additional accounts of numerous heavy aircraft
artillery in that area in the immediate days prior to the Scotch 03 shoot down.

There were approximately eighty aircraft involved in support of the rescue, including F-4s, F-10S5s, F-
100s, OV-2s, C-130s, A-Is and HH-3Es. More than 121 tons of ordnance was delivered.

Reports varied on the number of hits Jolly Green 21 had taken. Suffice to say that it was somewhere in
the range of 42-70 rounds from small arms and heavier caliber weaponry. It is doubtful that any Jolly
Green, throughout the war, sustained greater damage, yet was still successful in its mission. The
helicopter was taken out of service after the mission for extensive repairs.

Additional factors for consideration An A-1 had been shot down prior to JG 21' s rescue attempt. Both
the SMC and the Queen RCC had recommended that the mission be terminated, as too dangerous.
Fortunately, for Scotch 03, they were overruled. LT Eagan and his crew were fully aware of the danger
the mission posed and could have aborted the rescue attempt at any time after first encountering 4/4 on
his approach, with no questions asked. L T Eagan steadfastly maintained his hover under the most
heroic circumstances imaginable, a continuous barrage of ground fire from all quadrants. The heroism
of AIC Joel Talley has been thoroughly documented. Additional accounting on his behalf in this joint
service endeavor hopefully will be accomplished by USAF.



Date/Time

0118352

010930Z

0110302
011030Z

0110452

0111002
0111202

THE RESCUE OF JACK MODICA (SCOTCH 03)

1-2 July, 1968 CHRONOLOGY

Scotch 03, a USAF F-105, engaged in a strike of a SAM transporter, hit by
enemy AA fire, heads for feet wet, then reports smoke in the cockpit and
ejects NW of Dong Ha. JGs 27/31 scrambled from Quang Tri alert to feet
wet orbit to await arrival of Spad Rescorts scrambled from Da Nang.
Crown 04 (HC-130P) proceeded to area to assume SMC.

JGs 29/22 dptd CH 77 for CH 103, but directed to Rockpile orbit for
backup.

JGs 27/31 depart orbit to reposition to Rockpile to await RESCORT.

JGs 27/31 Rockpile orbit, comms established with Misty 41, F-100 FAC,
who had seen Scotch 03' s chute descending into trees, after his gject. Chute
had hung up in trees for approx 3 minutes then disappeared. No beeper/no
voice. Misty 41 requested JGs to enter area and attempt to locate survivor.
JG 27 declined, pending positive comms with Scotch 03. This was SOP for
combat rescue.

Misty 41 reports beeper/voice contact with Scotch 03, who reported
possible broken back, requiring PJ assistance. Spads 11,12,13, 14 and
Covey 171 (0-2 FAC) on scene. Spad 11 assumes OSC. JG 27/31 dptd
Rockpile for scene. JG 31 detected ground fire but no hits. Covey 171 led
JG 27/31 to scene, avoiding known 37 and 57MM AlA positions. JG27
descended to 3,000". JG 31 remained west. Misty 41 marked the area with
smoke. JG 27 continued descent, jettisoning tip tanks and prepared PJ for
possible deployment. Ground fire escalated as JGs entered area. JG 27
proceeded to smoke at 150' AGL. JG 21 heard and saw heavy ground fire
and broke off the approach awaiting suppression of ground fire. The exact
location of Scotch 03 was not known, which placed constraints on ground
fire suppression. JG 27 notified OSC that JGs would have to dpt scene due
min. fuel, recommending immediate request for JG 29/22. JG27/31 bingoed
to CH 103. JG 27 had taken several hits but was still serviceable. After
refuel and inspection, JG 27/31 dptd CH 103 for scene to assist JG 29/22,
but were RTB'd by SMC.

JG 29/22 DPTD Rockpile for scene.

JG 29 begins approach to smoke mark. Misty 41 vectored JG 29 to spot
where he had earlier scene the chute. JG 29 received heavy fire at that
position. JG 29 took numerous hits, damaging several aircraft systems,
experiencing loss of No. 2 Generator, No.2 T/R, NO.2 boost pumps, and
reliable torque indication, and a hydraulic leak. JG 29 climbed to 2,500
and pilot detennined that aircraft was still serviceable. JG 22 was preparing
for a rescue attempt as nightfall was rapidly approaching. At this point it
was decided that the already damaged JG 29 would make another



011210Z

0121202

0122152

0200152
0200202

020552

020100Z
020120Z
020 140Z

0202152

0205302
020700Z

attempt, saving the undamaged JG 22 as Hi Bird. As JG 29 arrived in
hover muzzle fire was detected from all quadrants and from below the
aircraft. JG 29 climbed to 1,000' as JG 22 reported taking evasive action
from airbursts in his vicinity. RESCORT Spads JOINED JGs enroute
Rockpile.

JGs 22/29 ARR CH 103. A first light effort was fragged for the following
day.

JG 31 dptd CH 77 for CH 103. Redirected to Rockpile for rendezvous
with JGs 24/22, but diverted to CH 103 with fuel leak. Dptd CH 103 for
Rockpile.

JGs 24/22 dptd CH 103 to Rockpile. Strike aircraft had been putting in
ordinance for several hours in an attempt to sanitize the area.

JG 22 dptd for CH 103 to remove drop tanks.

JG 24/31 directed into rescue area. Spad 11, OSC, directed JGs to
discontinue approach until Spads could direct ordinance in close proximity
to Scotch 03. JG 24 bingoed to CH 103, replaced by JG 22. JG 31/22 to
Rockpile, later joined by JG 31.

JG 31 attempts rescue, receives moderate ground fire, aborts approach.
Spads delivered more ordinance as JG 31 attempted another approach. JG
FE & PJ commenced M-60 firing. JG 31 received intense ground fire. Both
fuel boost pump lights illuminated. JG 31 made turn to abort the approach,
receiving more ground fire. Vectored by Spad 13 to avoid 37/ 5S0MM. JG
22 advised JG 31 that he was streaming fuel from the bottom of aircraft.
Fuel Quantity dropping rapidly. JG 31 climbed to 4,000' and made an
emergency landing at CH 103. JG 22 was experiencing flight control
problems at this time.

JG 24 landed CH 103 for fuel.

Spad hit, losing oil pressure, crashed, no survivor.

JGs 21/28 dptd CH 77 to relieve battle damaged aircraft.

JGs 24/22 landed CH 103. SAR forces RTB'd due Arc Light (B-52)
operation in vicinity of rescue area (not known if this was done in support
SAR effort). At this time, Crown 04 and Queen (Da Nang RCC)
recommended termination of the SAR effort. JGs 21/28 assumed alert
at CH 103.

Queen advises another rescue attempt will be made.
JGs 21/28 rendezvous with Spads 13/14 and Sandys 3/4/5/6 at Rockpile.

Continues heavy mover strikes in rescue area directed by Misty and Covey
F ACs. Sandy 03 OSC.
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JG 21 dumps fuel to prepare for approach. Hostile area approach
commenced. '

112 directed Sandys % to scene with Sandys 5/6 escorting JGs 21/28 to
scene. JG 21 receives 6-10 bursts 37/57MM close by right side of aircraft.
JG 21 makes evasive maneuvers to avoid concussions. Covey 112 directs
JG 21 to the location of the earlier smoke mark.

JG 21 establishes voice contact with Scotch 03. A spiraling descent was
made in an attempt to visually sight the survivor. Scotch 03 popped smoke.
FE spotted smoke and provided vectors toward survivor position. Survivor
confirms that he is immobile requiring PJ assistance.

Hover established by JG 21. No ground fire at this time. Sandys and Covey
orbiting overhead. PJ lowered on jungle penetrator. No visual on the
survivor, PJ commenced ground search. Scotch 03 directed to fire pen gun
flare. PJ saw it and made way to survivor. PJ requested that the penetrator
be moved closer to his position. Penetrator lowered 1 OM south
ofPJ/Survivor. Hover was at 130' AGL. Further movement was precluded
by. Trees were contacted by rotor blades in attempt to get nearer to the
PJ/survivor. The PJ dragged the survivor to the penetrator. As PJ was
undoing penetrator straps, survivor fired 2 tracers. PJ relieved him of his
weapon.

PJ called for hoist up. NY A must have been monitoring frequency as
extremely heavy ground fire erupted from all quadrants and below the
helicopter. The first round entered the center cockpit windshield, narrowly
missing both pilots. The hover was maintained as the penetrator was raised,
all the while taking numerous hits. No.2 T/R and associated equipment
were lost. The CP returned fire from his window. As the penetrator cleared
the treetops J G 21 started a moving turn as penetrator was reeled in.

PJ and survivor on board JG 21. Covey 112 led JGs southward through the
DMZ.

JG21 delivered to Dong HA Medevac pad. All SAR forces RTB'd. JG 21
ferried to CH 103. Aircraft determined to be unsafe for further flight.
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Sumary Report 1-3-65, 1 Jul 68

{C) At 08502, 1 Jul 68, Jolly Greemns 27 and 31 were scrambied from Da

Nang AB, RVE, to intercept an F-105 vhich hed recsived batile damage

and was heading for the Gulf of Tonkin, The F-105 pilot was unable to

reach the sea and ejected morthwest of Dong Ha, North Vietnam. Misty

41 (an F=10D FAC) hed establighed a visugl reference of the location of

the F-105 pilot entering heavy forest. At 1045Z Misty 41 established

voice contact with the survivor who atated he was injured, 3Jpads 11,

12, 13, and 14, and Covey 171 arrived on scens and commenced a visual

gsearch for the survivor with Misty 41 assisting. Although the survivoer’s
position had not been pinpointed, Jolly Green 27 was cleared for ingress
bocause of tho nature of injuries to the F-105 pilot, Jolly Green 27 was
driven off by groumd fire, 8Since he had disposed of external tanks it was
naceasaxry to depart the roscue ares with J reen 31 escorting,

forcea, Jolly Greens 29 and 22, were cleared for ingress at 11202, Jolly
Green 29 epproached the location of the survivor tut sustained battle damage
and was forced to withdraw temporarily. Jolly Green 29 made a second attempt
to ingress the area but was agsein driven off by ground fire, Darimess had
approachod therefore all SAR forces were vithdrawn for the night, On 4 Jul
68 at 22152 Jolly Groeme 24, 22 and 31 were launched for the roscuo area.

Ab 00452 on 2 Jul 68, Jolly Groen 24 depsxrted the sosno for refuesling., Jolly
Oresn 31 was cleared for am attemplt at resowe at 00552 btut received extensive
battleo damage and was forced to withdraw to home plate. Spad 11 had received
battle damage, loet 0il pressure end crashed with the canopy in place., Jolly
Groons 24, 22 and 31 were replaced by Jolly Grescus 21 and 28 at approxdmately
0145%. SAR farces were withdrawn temporarily while other mlssions were
perforzed in the area. At O700Z SAR forces (Jolly Greens 21 amd 28), Spads
13 and 14, Sandy 3, 4, 5 and 6; and Covey 112) were reformed in the area of
the survivor. Jolly Greem 21 penetrated to the surviver'!s position at 0730Z,
confirmed that help was essential, and lowered the rescue specialist, After
a difficult ground search the survivor was located, placed aboaxd the forest
penstrator with the rescue specialist, and hoisting into the helicopter began.
Aa the penstrator departed the ground at 0745% intense ground fire was
experienced with resultant battle damage to the heliccpter, Upotn the penetrator
clearing the trees a successful egress was made. Survivor was Lt Col Jack
Medica Jr., 333rd Tac For Wg, 7
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MISSIOH # 1-3-65 £ L UNC sve rEpTes 2 July 1968

On 1 July at 2200Z (2 July 0600 Locel) & preplaned major Search and Rescue (SAR)
effort commenced to recover the pilot from Scotch-03 lﬁﬂ' F-105), shot down by
hostile grouwnd fire late the day before without enough day-light remaining to
offect his recovery. His position wes 295/18/Ch-10% in a heavily dafmded dense
Jungle area of North Vietnmm. He had a badly sprained back and could hardly move,

Crown-i;, was Adrbome Misedon Commander snd was on orbit at 22002 to control the
BAR., Two Mistiss (F=100 Pownrd M.r Gmtmoum {FsC'a}) arrived on sosne &t
R220%, Misty-ll was sppointed On Scene Commender with Misty-21 ss alternate so
as to keep ahﬁatymcmmatauma, allowing them to cycle one &t a
time to their tanker for fuel, They mede redio comtact with and located the
survivoer almost immedistely. Covey-17l (USAF 0-2 FAC) joined them to assist in
mariing tergets. From 22302 until 0030Z the FaC's directed high performance
fighter strikes on auspeeted enemy ground fire positions near the survivor.
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At 043282 Queen directed that Spads-3l & 32, who would bingo for fuel in 30
minutes, expend their ordnence ocn the suapacted ground fire positiocns near the
survivor, and to check the situation on the ground for ancther atteupted
rmvery The Spads were sent in and expended their ordnance, Théy

nogative ground fire, but the surviver could hear pecple moving ammd and
could not see them, M"ber the Spads cleared the target Queen directed thst sev.
eral flights of Gunfighters and Phantoms expend their ordnance and RTB, since
they hed been sirborme all dey cycling off the tankerse, Mistiesll 21 had
RTD'ed s0 Misty=31 Jjoined by Misties-4) & 51 returnmed to the scene to take

over as On Scene Conmanders. They were joined by Coveys=ll2 & 172 to assist

in maerking targeta., Crown=-i still hed no informaetion that another recovery
asttempt would be made,



The Sandies were not fandlure with the area of Rock Pile Orbit so Crown-

directed Covey-ll2 to inborcept them on a discrete frequency, and lead them to
Bock Pile Orbit, The Sendies mor the Jolly Greens were familure with the arsa

of the survivor so Covey-l112 was instructed to remein with the Sandies over Rock
Pile Orbit and lead the forces to the SAR acene on Crowa-4's commpand, Sandies~3

& I wers briefed that they would preceed spproximstely 2 mile ahead of the Jolly
Greens and Sandies-5 &6 , and all these forces wpuld remain on the same frequency,
uhich was different frox the cne being used by the Misties and the high performers,

Sandy-3 was briefed to go to guard frequency ae soon as he arvived on scene and
take over On Scene Commsnder from Misty-31. Sandies=3 & 4 were to check the area

over, while the Jolly Greens snd Sandies~5 & & held clear of the area until called
| forwwﬂt

Misty=31 was briefed that Sandy-3 would take over upon arrival, and tho Misties
and high performers were to hold high at that tims in csse they wore needed dwring
the plek~up. At 07052 Rustic flight (High performers) were cleared to the Misties
by Crown=ie AL this time all forces had beoen briefed what to do. At 07002 the
Sandies and Jolly Greens led by Covey-112 were directed to depart orbdbit for the.
SAR saens., At 07202 Sandies-3 & 4 and Covey=l12 arrived on scene and Sandy=3

took over On Scone Comménder Just as Rustic flight wap clearing the target., Cne
flight of high performers (Bear Flight) was orbiting high and were instructed

10 go to Misty=-31 on & discrete frequency end stendby in case they were needed,

Sandies-3 & 4 and Covey=112 located the survivor and called in the Jolly Greena
and Sandaiea-5 & 6.

Jolly Green-21 was in a hover at 0730Z and lowsred their Pararescue man to
asgist the survivoer on to the penstrater. At least two anti-aireraft gun posi-
ticns opened fire on Jolly Green-21, but they received no hits., Misty-3l
immedistely directed Bear flight in on the gun positions, which silenced them,
The Jolly Grean had lowered the Perarescue man only a few feei from the survivor,
but the jungle was so thick they had to hoist him back in and move that few feet
to lower him again. At O740Z the Pararescus man had the survivor on the
penetrater and the recovery was made succesafully. The Jolly Greens and the
Sandies egressed along a route recommended by Covey-112 =nd all forces were RTBled.
Jolly Green~21l delivered the survivor, who was in critical conditiom, to the
hospital et Ch-109.
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Sumsry Report 1-3-65, 1 Jul 68

{Cc) A% 08502, 1 Jul 68, Jolly Greens 27 and 31 were scrambled from Da
Nang AB, RVN, to intercept an F-105 vhich had received battle damage
and was heading for the Gulf of Tonkin, The F-105 pilot was unsble to
reach the sea and ejected northwest of Dong Ha, North Vietnam., Misty
41 (an F-100 FAC) had ostablighed a visugl reference of the location of
the F-105 pilot entering heavy forest, At 104{5Z Misty 41 established
voice contact with the swrvivor who stated he was injured, Jpads 11,
12, 13, and 14, and Covay 171 arxrived on scene and commenced a visual
gearch for the survivor with Misty 41 assisting. Although the survivor's
poagition hed not besn pinpointed, Jolly Green 27 was cleared for ingress
becguss of the nature of injuries to the F-105 pilot, Jolly Green 27 was
driven off by ground fire, Since he had disposed of external tanks it was
negcessary to depart the roscue area with Jolly (Green 31 escorting. :
forces, Jolly Greens 29 and 22, were oleared for ingress at 11202, Jolly
Green 29 approached the location of the survivor but sustained battle damage
and was forced to withdraw temporarily, Jolly Creen 29 made a second attempt
to ingress the area but was agein driven off by ground fire, Darimess had
ggprcacheﬁ therefore all SAR forces were withdrawn for the might, On 4 Jul
at 22152 Jolly Greens 24, 22 and 31 were launched for the reacus ared.
At 00452 on 2 Jul €8, Jolly Grocn 24 depsrted the acene for reofucling., Jolly
OGresn 31 was cleared for an attampt at rosoue at 00552 but received axtensive
battlo darage and was forced to withdraw to home plate., Spad 11 had received
battle damage, lost oil pressure and crashed with the canopy in place. Jolly
Grecons 24, 22 and 31 were replacsd by Jolly Greens 21 and 28 at spproxdmately
0145%. SAR forees were withdrawn temporarily while other missions were
performed in the area. At O700Z SAR forces (Jolly Greems 21 snd 28), Spada
13 and 14, Sandy 3, 4, 5 and 65 and Covey 112) were reformed im the area of
the survivor. Jolly Green 21 penetrated to the survivor's position at 07302,
confirmed that help was essential, and lowered the rescue specialist, After
a difficult ground search the survivor was located, placed aboaxd the forest
penetrator with the rescue speclialist, and hoisting into the halicopter began.
As the penetrator departed the gromd at 0745Z intense ground fire wes
experienced with resultant battle damage to the helicopter, Upon the gsnetra.tor
clearing the trees a suscessful egress was made. Survivor was Lt Col Jack
Medica Jr., 333rd Tac Ftr Wg, (
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MISSION # 1-3-65 £l UNC see mopmes 2 July 1968

On 1 July at 2200Z (2 July 0800 Local) a preplaned major Search and Rescue {SAR)
effort comménced to recover the pilot from Scotch-03 (USAF F-105), shot down by
hostile ground fire iate the day before without encugh day-light remaining to
offect hia recovery, His positicn wes 295/18/Ch-109 in a heavily dai‘endad dense
Jungle area of North Vietnam. He had a badly sprained back and could hardly move,

Srown~4 was Adrborme Mission Commander cndd woe on orbit at 22002 to control the
BAR., Two Misties (F=100 Poward air mmnm {FiC's)) arrived on scene &t
RANE, Misty-ll wss appointed On Scene Commender with Misty-21 as alternete so
astaheepahﬂsty?ﬁcmacmaautmn, allowing them to cycle one at a
time to their tanker for fuel, They mede redic contact with and located the
purviver zlmost irmediately. Covey-171 (USAF 0-2 FAC) joimed them to assist in
narking targets., Prom 22302 until 0020Z the Fal's directed high pexrformance
fighter strikes on suspected enmemy ground fire positions near the survivor,




At 04382 Quesn directed that Spads-3l & 32, who would bingo for fuel in 30
minutes, expend their ordnence on the suspected ground fire positicns near the
survivor, and to check the situstion en the ground for ancther attempled
recovery. The Spads were sent in and expended their ordnance. Theéy reported
negative ground fire, but the swrvivor could hear pecple moving sround and
could net mee them, a:l’ter the Spads cloared the target Queen directed that sev.
eral flights of Gunfighters and Phantoms expend their erdnance and RIB, since
they had beem eirborme all dey cycling off the tankers, Mistiesll 21 had
RTB%'ed so Misty-31 Jjoined by Misties-4L & 51 returmned to the scane to take
over as (n Scene Commanders., They were Joined by Coveys=ll2 & 172 to asalist
in merking tergets. Crown-4 still hed no information that eancther recovery
abtempt would be made,



The Sandies were not familure with the areaz of Hock Pile Orbit so Crown-i
directed Covey-ll2 to intcreept them on a discrete frequency, snd lead them to
Rock File Orbit, The Sandies nmor the Jolly Greens were familure with the area

of the amvivor so Covey-112 was instructed to remein with the Sanmdies over Rock
Pile Orbit ond lead the forces to the SAR sceme on Crowa-4'e coxmand, Sandies«3

& J were briefed that they would prececed appreximstely 2 mile shead of the Jolly
Greens and Sandies-5 &6 , and all these forces would remain on the same frequency,
which was different from the one being used by the Misties and the high performsrs.

Sandy-3 was briefed to go 4o guard frequency as gsocn as he arrdved on socene and
take over (n Scene Commender from Misty-3l. OSandies=3 & 4 were to check the area

over, while the Jolly Greens &nd Sandies-~5 & 6 held clesr of the area until called
(torbySandyv-L

Misty-31 was briefed that Sandy-3 would take over upon arrivel, end the Misties
and high performers were to hold high et that time in csse they wore needed during
the plek-up. At 07052 Rustic flight (High performers) were cleared to the MNisties
by Crown=4. At this time all forces had boen briefed what to do. At 0710Z the
Sandies and Jolly Greans led by Covey-ll2 were directed to depart orbit for the.
S8AR soene. At 07202 Sandles-3 & 4 and Covey-112 arrived on scene and Sandy-3
took over On Scons Commander just as Bustic flight was clearing the target. One
flight of high performers (Bear Flight) was orbiting high &nd were instructed

%0 go to Misty=-31 on a discrete freguency end standby in case they were needed,
dandies~3 & 4 ang Covey=-112 locsated the survivor and called in the Jolly Greens
and Sandiea-5 & &,

Jolly Green~2l wes in a hover at 0730Z and lowsred their Perarescue man to
asgist the survivor on to the penetrater. At least two anti-aircraft gun posi-
tions opened fire on Jolly Green-21, but they received no hits. Misty-3l
immedistely directed Besr flight in on the gun positions, which silenced them.
The Jolly Green had lowered the Pararescue men only a few feet from the swrvivor,
but the jungle was so thick they had to hoist him back in and move that few feet
to lower him agein. At O740Z the Pararescus man had the survivor on the
penetrater and the recovery was pade succesafully. The Jolly Grsens and the
Sandies egressed alang a route recomzended by Covey-112 =nd all forces were RTB'ed.
Jolly Gresn-2l delivered the survivor, who was in critical condition, to the
hospital at Ch-109.
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